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RUGBY LEAGUE
The Pavilion, Willows Road
Salford M5 2FQ
Tel: 0161 - 736 6564
Fax: 0161 - 745 8072
HOT LINE: 0891 440016

Internet: www.reds.co.uk.

CLUB OFFICIALS

CHAIRMAN:
J.A. WILKINSON

CHIEF EXECUTIVE:
D.M. TARRY

DIRECTORS:
H. CLAGUE, ). FISHER,
N. HILTON, R. KANEEN,
A. WHITE, C.H. WYNNE.

SECRETARY/FOOTBALL
MANAGER:
G. McCARTY

COMMERCIAL MANAGER:
R. HILL

POOLS AND LOTTERY MANAGER:
A. BENTHAM

MEDIA MANAGER:
D. BURKE

COACHING STAFF:
COACH: A. GREGORY.
ASSISTANT COACH: ). FORAN
FITNESS COACH: S O’NEILL
YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
MANAGER:

J. BLACKBURN
ACADEMY COACH:
S. McCORMACK
HON-CLUB SURGEONS:
MR D.W.M. MACKECHNIE: M.B.M,
FRCS, FFAEM
MR A.D. CLAYSON MBC. MBChB,
FRCS, FRCSOrth.
MR C. BROOKES B.D.S. MB.ChB,
FDS(Ed) FRCS (Eng)

CLUB DOCTORS: DR B. MILLER,DR
A. BROWN, DR K. JONES.
HON-CLUB SOLICITORS:

D.C.S. PILLING (WIDDOWS,
PILLING & CO. WALKDEN).
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS:

R. WHITTAKER, L. ATHERTON
MATCH MAGAZINE EDITOR:
D. PLATT
TIMEKEEPER: N. ROBINSON.

GROUNDSMAN: G. LEWIS

VAN the Willows for this
=N afternoon’s Super
League clash against Oldham
Bears who come here look-
ing for their first points in
this season’s competition,
following a couple of defeats
at the hands of Leeds
Rhinos and Bradford Bulls.
However, they began their
Cup campaign with a local
derby success over Rochdale
Hornets, the highlight of
which was a hat trick of tries
from Rob Myler in the 48
points to 6 victory. The next
round provided Oldham with
a tricky fixture at \Wakefield
Trinity but they came back
from Belle Vue with a 22
points to 14 win and thus
marched into the quarter
finals. A home draw paired
them with beaten Challenge
Cup finalists Bradford Bulls
and despite a plucky perfor-
mance from the Bears, they
succumbed to a lot of pres-
sure and went down by 38
points to 12.

Defeats in their opening
Super League games mean
that Andy Goodway's side
have now lost their

X warm welcome to

MARK LEE

last three matches.
Well, our Wembley hopes
were dashed of Central Park
were dashed at Central Park
last Saturday against a St
Helens side who proved
what a class act they are.
Not to say we were not in
with a shout though, but at
the end of the day its all
about finishing off your
moves and Saints did just
that.
Unfortunately, a late fitness
test ruled out any chance of
Mark Lee ;laying against his
former club, when a calf
injury sustained in training,
ruled out our scrum half. |
can tell you that the St
Helens based player was
absolutely gutted about miss-
ing the big game and he will
probably be missing again
for the Easter fixtures.
Hopefully, Andy Platt and
David Hulme will be fit to
play against Oldham Bears
this afternoon when we look
to return to winning ways.
Don't forget our match
against Paris St Germain on
Monday on Monday, has a
1.00pm kick off.

Darrell Platt

DAVID HULME

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute
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Former GB Test player
ANDY GOODWAY is in
charge of the reins at
Oldham Bears, having taken
over from Aussie Bob
Lindner in May
1994.

He began his

professional Q" \-:..,, ‘
playing = W-
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career at
Oldham in
1978, signing
from the Redhill
ARL side in
Yorkshire. He represented
GB, England and Yorkshire
prior to being transferred to
Wigan for a then record fee
of £65,000 in July 1985. A
Down Under Tourist in
1984, Andy went on to
make another dozen
appearances for GB whilst
at Central Park and also
played for Wigan in four
Wembley winning sides. He
returned to Watersheddings
at the start of the

1993-94 campaign and
made 30 appearances
during that season. He has
already shown that he has
what it takes as a Coach
and is desperate to improve
on his club’s 8th pasition in
Super League last season.
His squad is much stronger
this season and with the
home games being played
at Boundary Park, the
players are really looking
forward to that.

At full back we can expect
to see GB Under 21 and
Welsh RL International
PAUL ATCHESON who joined

\\‘;{,‘

the Bears from Wigan in
June 1995. He was
Oldham'’s top try scorer in
Super League last season
with 11 tries in 21
appearances.
On the wings are likely
to be SCOTT RANSON
and ROB MYLER,
both of them being
prolific try scorers.
RANSON is a
tremendous finisher
and a match winner in
his own right. He came
from Swinton in exchange
for Oldham trio Simon
Longstaff, Richard Irving
and Tony Barrow in
February 1992. MYLER
joined Oldham in July 1895
from Warrington but the
previous season he played
four matches for Salford at
full back; scoring a try and
kicking 4 goals.
Dynamic centres are
DARREN ABRAM and VINCE
FAWCETT but both of them
have been out with injuries
lately. The former is vastly
experienced with spells with
Trafford Borough, Rochdale
Hornets and Warrington
whilst the latter was a close
season signing after
previously having played for
Leeds and Workington
Town.
Ex-Halifax player GARY LORD
also comes into the
equation as does Aussie
NATHAN TURNER, a 22
year old centre from
Queensland Crushers.
Stand off will be former
Featherstone Rovers and

b
S

Francis
Maloney

Warrington player FRANCIS
MALGONEY who made a
couple of appearances for
the GB Under 21 side in
18993.

The man who makes
Oldham tick, though, is
undoubtedly the experienced
MARTIN CROMPTON who
moved from Wigan in
September 1993. He
scored 9 tries in his 19
Super League appearances
last term.

Up front the Bears will be
relying on new Aussie
signing BRETT GOLDSPINK
who hails from Perth
Western Reds, he relishes
open play and the English
game will suit his style of

play.

IAN GILDART the former
Wigan and Wakefield Trinity
forward is another with GB
Under 21 representative

4 REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cols charged at 50p per minute



Darrell Platt introduces our visitors

experience. .

JOE FAIMALQO, the younger
brother of Esene, will also

take his place in the pack.

Howard Hill

He has also played for
Workington Town.

GB Tourist DAVID
BRADBURY has been at
Oldham since August 1991,
when he turned professional
from the Leigh Miners ARL
club.

Hooker JOHN CLARKE
came from East Leeds
nearly four years ago and
made 16 appearances in
Super League last season,
whilst 22 year old former
Hensingham ARL player
HOWARD HILL will be
pushing hard to gain the
loose forward role.

Others to stake their claims
will be Aussies MATT
MUNRO and LUKE
GOODWIN, Tongan AFI
LEUILA and ex-Henshingham
player CHRIS MCKINNEY.

AM BEARS

IT"S ALL HISTORY

Founder members of the breakaway Northern Union in
1895-96, Oldham'’s history stretches back to 18786 when
they played their home matches at Glodwick Mill. A move to
Clarksfield, where admission could be charged, was made
a couple of seasaons later before the club finally settled in at
Watersheddings in 18889.

In that first “pioneering” season of the Northern Union,
Oldham finished 4th in the league and when the table was
split in County sections they headed the league in
1897-98.

Another early honour for the club was when they won the
Challenge Cup in 1899, thus becoming the first Lancashire
side to lift the Trophy by beating Hunslet 19 points to 9 at
Fallowfield, Manchester. Although Oldham have subsequent-
ly won the Challenge Cup in 1925 and 1927 and been run-
ners up on four occasions, they have never appeared at
\Wembley.

Probably the most spectacular decade for Oldham was the
fifties when they were consistently highly placed in the
league and their successes in other competitions brought
an upsurge of interest in the club.

In 1956-57, Oldham ended the season with a clear lead of
B points over second club Hull and in the same season
they won the Lancashire Cup as well as beating Hull in the
Play Off by 15 points to 14.

The following season when Oldham headed the table again,
Bernard Ganley established a club record 200 goals in a
season and also a record 412 points.

SALFORD REDS v OLDHAM BEARS

PREVIOUS LEAGUE ENCOUNTERS

P W D L For  Against
Home 78 39 4 35 788 900
Away 77 22 9 46 658 1106
Totals 185 61 13 81 1458 2006

HIGHS AND LOWS

46-3 in 1875-76
37-8in 1976-77
4-50 in 1961-62
3-40 in 1890-91

Highest Home win:
Highest Away Win:
Highest Home Defeat:
Highest Away Defeat:

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calis charged at 50p per minute 5



The NEW EX range

EX5

Available through all leading sports shops.



\N‘“‘ a copy of
ROTHMANS

RUGBY LEAGUE
YEARBOOK 1997

Raymond Fletcher, compiler of SUPER MAG STAT

ATTACKS, and David Howes ROTHMANS

The 13-a-side code’s statistical bible is lY‘UGBYLEAGUE
available once again from all good EARBOOK 1997
bookshops priced £16.99. ;".‘.’mg*,’,’g{gggr
But we have THREE copies available as [
prizes if you can answer the simple
question below. The first three
successful answers drawn at random
will be declared the winners. Send
your entry on a postcard or by letter
to: The Editor, c/o Super Mag
Programmes, 151 Wick Road,
Brislington, BRISTOL BS4 4HH.
Entries must reach us by 7th April
119972

QUESTION- Who was Stones’
Super League Player of the Year
in 19967

The 17th edition of Rugby League’s premier record book contains 416 pages,
encompassing the first season of the European Super League, Wigan’s record run
of seven successive championship titles, the 1996 Tour by the Lions and the
Academy, the scene Down Under, transfers, awards, attendances, and the 1997
fixtures.

The 100th Anniversary Challenge Cup Final and the first ever World
Cup Championship form the twin centrepiece of the 1997 edition of the
best selling Yearbook.



*CENTRAL LOCKING +SUNROOF
*COLOUR CODED BUMPERS *MATS
*MUDFLAPS +SPECIAL WHEEL TRIMS

([AND |

12 MONTHS
MANUFACTURER’S
WARRANTY
T AND
6 MONTHS ROAD

FUND LICENCE

GLASS SUNROOF +RADIO CASSETTE
*HIGH LEVEL BRAKE LIGHT
TRAL LOCKING <ELECTRIC WINDOWS

£ > --_ ONLY Ho 48PER++
J — | WITH PEUGEOT PASSPORT | PASSPORT
\ - WITH

12 MONTHS FREE

r pows 20 INSURANCE
Fu“D lICE"CE \ subject to status and certain conditions

.90/0

le: cash price £7777, deposit/ part exchange £2721.95, first payment of £130.48 includes £60 document fee followed by 23 monthly payments of £70.48,, Guaranteed

340, Total Amount Puyuf)le £8813.47, Indudes Document Fee.
Offer. If the originally quoted mileage has been exceeded, you wii be required to puy an excess mileage charge. The above poyment is bosed

finance exam|
Future VquefFlnul Payment To huy of + +§

+ +PLUS INITIAL DEPOSIT & FINAL PAYMENT
The vehicle must be returned in acceptable condition as set out in the G

on 6,000 miles per annum.
Written Quotes on Request, Offers subject fo status, models shown for illustration purposes only.
, | ROCHDALE |
EDINBURGH WAY,

7
BOLTON ROAD, Elt ) G T OC

BURY. LL Lm 4 afr@gﬁs ROCHDALE.
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Q:ﬂnative Software have come up with Full commentary by

efinitive Rugby League game Wros s ’ { . ‘ggg:m'ggyﬂl‘gggh‘ e
PC. A top class sports sim...PCH \ 3 “Stevo" Stephenson
\ and Eddie Hemmings.

* squad members.

£ 2/ Fealures all the Super League, Divisioni
& and llclubs, plus Australian teams ant
“nternational squads. -

z
E

{’; 2 player mode, play against a triend%

Stunning 3D graphics.

Full match atmosphere and “TV Styla
commentary,

the computer!

k2 =) Multi = =player mode, from 1 to 34, play [e
; ﬁ can play an all clubs season aﬂer ; 1

and relega(uon s,

2= Play Friendlies, Leagues, Tournam

eatures
are from the IBM PC version

I after FIRST trying your local compuler software
retailer, you still have difficulty obtaining our
products then please send your credit card details
or a cheque or postal order made payable lo
ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE LTD plus 85p P+P
(UK mainiand). Fil in the coupon below stating
your name ana address with the title and formats
you require 1o the address opposite Or call the
CREDIT CARD HOT LINE (open 10am to 5pm
Monday to Friday) on 01977 780767

erlﬁst, a Rugby League game worth playing. F '
newcomers to the sport will love it....PC H&?

Name

Address
¢ﬂ res everything you could possibly exp

the official Super League game....PC Hsllg e

' w S
3 WHSmith
Uil wandall gct;od ey
; computer stores

159253 P T

WAREWLTD) S . B

Exp date




| MEET PLAYERS FROM
RUGBY’S
SUPERLEAGUE!

TOP STARS FROM

WIGAN WARRIORS,
SALFORD REDS AND
OLDHAM BEARS

WILL BE SIGNING COPIES OF
“THE RFL SUPERLEAGUE
OFFICIAL FANS GUIDE”
ON

WEDNESDAY APRIL 2ND 1-2.30PM

DILLONS

IIIIIIIIIIII

2-4 St Ann’s Square
Manchester
M2 7THH
Tel: 0161 832 0424
Fax: 0161 831 7786




Andy Gregory

CLUB HISTORY CLUB RECORDS

Rugby League Champions: 1913-14, 1923-33 1936-37, 1938-39,
1973-74, 1975-76. Runners-up: 1901-02, 1902-03, 1903-04,
1933-34.

Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1938.

Runners-up:1900, 1902, 1903, 1906, 1939, 1969.

Lancashire League Championship: 1932-33, 1933-34, 1934-35,
1936-37, 1938-39.

Runners-up: 1913-14, 1929-30, 1939-40, 1969-70.

Lancashire Challenge Cup Winners: 1931, 1934, 1935, 1936,
1972.

Runner-up: 1929, 1938, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1988, 1990.
Premiership Trophy Runners-up: 1976.

John Player Special Trophy Runners-up: 1972-73.

BBC2 Floodlit Cup Winners: 1974-75.

Centenary First Division Championship: 1995-96.

Division One Championship: 1996.

Division Two Championship: 1990-91.

Division Two Premiership: 1990-91.

Divisional Premiership: 1996.

Lancashire R.U. Championship: 1892-93.

REDS HOTLINE:

Highest Score: 78-0 v. Liverpool City, February 1907 (also biggest
marginal win).

Highest score against: 6-70 v. Wigan, March |4th 1993.
Highest marginal defeat: 0-65 v. Castleford, April Ist 1990.
Most consecutive wins: |19 - March to September 1933.

Most matches undefeated: 20 (19 wins, | draw) - March to
September 1933.

Most consecutive defeats: |9 - March to September 1962.
Highest attendance: 28,000 v. Warrington, March |7th, 1951.

G.B. Tourists: P. Charlton, G. Curran, E. Curzon, T. Danby C. Dixon,
A. Edwards, ). Feetham, K. Gill, C. Hesketh, B. Hudson, E. Jenkins,
J. Lomas, T. McKinney, S. Nash, M. Richards, A.j. Risman, ). Ward,
D. Watkins, W.A. Williams.

ey
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1o find out more about Xerox photocopiers return this coupon to: Rank Xerox (UK) Ltd.,
FREEPOST; (HA4431), UXBRIDGE, Middlesex UBS 1BR.

Name (Mr; Mrs, Miss, Ms)
Job title -
Company

Address

Postcode IHork phone number

At Rank Xerox we don’t compromise on
quality, but our copiers are excellent value
for money. You can rent a desktop copier
or a multi-functional fax starting at
under £10 a week,* from a huge range
which extends to sophisticated colour
machines. Plus when you take out a Full
Service Maintenance Agreement you get

not completely happy with your machine,
you can swap it for another at any time
during the first three years you have it.
And with our copiers, during the first
three months, your copying could be free
of charge up to your agreed copy volume.
Call Rank Xerox free on 0800 787 787
to find out more. Or return the coupon

Official Sponsor
1o the

Great Britsin

Olympic Team

a Total Satisfaction Guarantee. So if you're by cutting overhead.

with a

copier
from £10 a week,

why not your

THE DOCUMENT COMPANY

*Price based on the Xerox 5314 over a five year rental period and excludes VAT. Model shown is the Xerox 5614. Offer subject to status. Written quotations available on request.
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Thurs 27 Mar Oldham

Fri 4 Apr
Thur 10 Apr
Fri18 Apr
Wed 23 Apr
Fri 8 May
Fri16 May
Fri 23 May
Thur 28 May
Thur 5 Jun
Fri 20 Jun
Thur 26Jun
Thur 3 Jul
Fri 11 Jul
Fri 18 Jul
Thur 31Jul
Fri 8 Aug
Fri1S Aug
Thur 21Aug

Halifax 3
Featherstone
Hull K.R.
Wigan
Leeds
Castleford
St Helens
Bradford
Hull

Oldham
Warrington
Leeds
Bradford
Hull
Featherstone
Warrington
Wigan

Hull K.R.

Halifax

H
H
A
A
H
H
A
A
A
H
A
A
H
H
A
H
H
H
A

7.30
7.30
8.00
8.00
7.30
8.00
8.00
8.00
7.30

~ Thur28 Aug Halifax A 7.30

UG
AR RERS

Causer

Close -
Coussons
Cox
Faimalo
Foran 3
Gironella
Goulding
Halliwell
Hannan
Hudson
Knowles
MecKintee
McPherson
Maitland
Marsh
Napolitano
Ratcliffe
Russell
Sinfield

Southern

=

Wlw[Dh|Pp|lw|la"[a2alw=2a =
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THERE'S
ALWAYS NEXT
YEAR!

-~ Ah well, you can’t win
" ’em all as they say,

— and last Saturday's
match against Saints means that we'll
have to wait another year for a chance to
appear in the Challenge Cup final. 'm
sure you'll agree though that it was a
great day out, and it really was nice to be
involved in such a big occasion! | certainly
had some fun out there on the pitch with
Bernard the St Helens mascot, and |
think you should all give yourselves a big
pat on the back for the terrific way you all
got behind the team (the feathers on the
back of my neck were standing up with
pride at times | can tell you!).

\We got off to a flyer in the Super League
against the Tigers a fortnight ago and I'm
sure we'll bounce back today and show
the Bears that we've got what it takes to
be real contenders this year! And if their
mascot knows what's good for him helll
watch his step! Otherwise it could be a
duck that's doing the stuffing for once!

DID YOU KNOW?

It is estimated that there are currently
somewhere between 125,000 and
150,000 bears throughout the world. In
all but the most isolated and undeveloped
habitat areas, brown bears have been
eliminated from their natural habitat. |
suppose it's no surprise that they sur-
vived at Watersheddings for as long as
they did then!

JOKE

How many Bears does it take to change
a lightbulb?

Two, one to change the bulb and one to
complain about having a small squad!

TODAY'S MASCOT
The lucky lad with the
honour of leading the
Reds out today is seven
year old Christopher

i 14y
L
j\ - A
A e

P

Talbot from Prestwich.
Chris attends St Hilda's “
Primary School and says

he likes swimming, cycling and watching
the Reds, but of course, that last one
goes without saying, eh Chris? his
favourite player is Nathan McAvoy. Right,
that's it, all that's left for me to say now
is have a very happy Easter and enjoy the
day!

Daredevil Duck

.......

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 sils charged st 0 per minuie-—— * 15




*Survey undertaken by NOP Market Research among 1,000 randomly selected bank customers. Interviews were conducted by telephone between 20 Nov 1996 and 12 Dec
1996. Enquirers must be aged 18 or over. In order to safeguard our customers, certain transactions may require written confirmation. First Direct reserves the right to decline
to open an account for you. First Direct credit facilities are subject to status. For written details of our services write to First Direct, Freepost, Leeds, LS98 2RF. First Direct
is a division of Midland Bank plc. Calls may be monitored and/or recorded. LLOYDS Cheque Account details are based on the Classic Account. The costs comprise fees
of £8 per month. BARCLAYS Cheque Account details are based on the Barclays Bank Account. The costs comprise fees of £5 per month. NAT WEST Cheque Account
details are based on the Current Plus Account. The costs comprise fees of £9 per month. All fees may vary in the future. First Direct variable interest rate for overdrafts
up to £250 is 12.6% EAR. All information based on authorised overdrafts of 5 days or more per month and correct at 20 February 1997. Member HSBC <> Group

Free from charges

Banking with First Direct is free because we never
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking
transactions, even if you're overdrawn. And all our customers
automatically receive an overdraft up to £250 - also free
of any fees. So compared to other high street bank
accounts you're better off with First Direct from day one.
We're a member of the HSBC Group which is one of the
largest banking and financial services organisations in the
world, and in the course of a year you'll find we offer more
cost effective current account banking. And the service we
provide means you benefit in many other ways too.

. By telephone, 24 hours a day

We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank with us
at any time, 365 days (and nights) of the year,
from wherever there’s a telephone, in your home, office or car.
And all UK calls are charged at local rates.

Personal and professional service

Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have all they
need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking needs. And
when you require more specialised assistance, such as
a loan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help.

Getting cash is easy

Every Cheque Account customer receives the
First Direct Card. This allows you to
withdraw up to £500 a day from over
11,500 cash machines around the UK,
including those of Midland. It also
‘ guarantees cheques for £100 and
e includes the Switch payment facility.

So is paying bills

Our service includes a free bill payment service. Simply call, tell us who
to pay, how much and when, and we do it. This means you can arrange
to pay all your bills at the most convenient time without the need to keep
having to remember to organise it.

A full banking service with more benefits

As well as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque
Account. So your money is always working hard without the
need for you to do the same.

We work hard to maintain the service

The best people to demonstrate the quality of a banking service
are its customers — 87%" of ours have recommended us to their
friends and colleagues in the last 12 months.

Opening an account is easy too

We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be.
So we make it easy. Easy to open a First Direct account, then easy
to arrange for your salary to be paid in and easy for all your standing
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. And it's
easy (and free) to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24
or complete the coupon.

first direct

Why pay to
bank when
First Direct
is free?

Annual current account charges
(annual fees for use of £250 overdraft)

NatWest Current Plus

Lloyds Class

Barclays Bank Account

First Direct Cheque Account

If you’re paying more are you with the right bank?
= 0800 24 24 24

Call free or complete the coupon and post to: O
IFirst Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds, LS98 2RF :

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms or Title

e e st e e



uper League’s second
season, off to such a
promising start, will
not only reveal

whether we have

closed the gap in quality that
the Australians have latterly
enjoyed. It will also unveil the
coach who is to be charged
with steering Great Britain’s
international side back to the
pinnacle of the world game in
the next few years.

RFL chief executive Maurice
Lindsay handed new technical
director Joe Lydon one
overriding priority when the ex-
Wigan ace was appointed
recently: Find us the right man
for the top job.

Salford’s go-ahead coach Andy
Gregory, whose refreshing
approach at 35 has invigorated
his promoted Willows team, has
swiftly emerged as early
favourite to get the nod from
his former team mate Eric
Hughes, the ex-St Helens coach
who moulded the current

Saints team and has now been

LYDON GOULD

GHOOSE A
FOREIGN GOAGH

Peter Ferguson, Rugby League correspondent
Daily Mail assesses some of the likely
candidates to coach the Great Britain team

handed the unenviable task of
restoring former glories for
their great rivals Wigan, is
another candidate.
And current Great Britain
coach Phil Larder, whose
contract is due for renewal, will
want to remain a candidate
despite his demanding role at
Sheffield, if only to rub out the
painful memory of that last ill-
fated Lions tour that ended in
three Test defeats by New
Zealand.
Intriguingly, neither Lindsay nor
Lydon would rule out the
possibility of choosing a foreign
coach when pressed on the day
of Lydon’s own appointment:
‘We must look at the best and
decide from there’, was Lydon’s
reasonable assessment of his
first major task.
In which case, St Helens’ coach,
Shaun McRae, comes hurtling
into the equation on the back
of Saints’ historic League and
Cup double last summer to end
Wigan’s long domination of the
domestic scene.There is, of

17

course, nothing in the rules that
prevents an Australian — or New
Zealander, for that matter -
from taking charge of Lions
affairs on the field, and
gentleman John Monie, almost
an honorary Englishman after
his successful stint at Wigan,
also comes to mind.

McRae was without argument
the most successful coach in
Super League last year - the
Championship trophy and
Challenge Cup sparkling on
David Howes’ support role with
Aussies and Kiwis alike.

He has declared an interest —
who wouldn’t? — but most eyes
are focussed on Gregory’s
motivational powers which will
be pushed to the full in June
when his Super League new
boys fly Down Under for tough
games in the opening phase of
the World Club Championship.
Nobody will take a greater
interest in their progress than
Joe Lydon.
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Nicola Doyle.
Her favourite
player

is lan
Watson
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REDDISH DEMOLITION

HOLLINVWOOD ENGINEERING Albion House, Under Lane,
Engineers, Metal Spraying, Site \Welding, Chadderton. Oldham OLS 7PP
Sheet Metal Turners, Gear Cutting, Cast ’

Iron Welders, Rubber Rallers, Bearings, Tel: 0161 682 6660
deansmissian Fax: 0161 682 5252

Busk Road, Ellen Street,
Oldham OLS 6RZ

|
|
i ;
|

- e | \
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If you need more information on

WILLIAM WILSON LTD NYNEX savings on telephone o][£
Electrical, Plumbing, Heating and/or how you can see Super
and Building Supplies League on Cable TV just ask the

665 Eccles New Road, Salford,
Manchester M5 2BY operator
Tel: 0161 707 4044 Call FREE on 0500 011470

Fax: 0161 787 7108

RYLAND NORTHWEST LTD
John St, Warrington, WA2 7UD
Tel: 01925 633271

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute
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lan Proctor continues his

WIGAN WARRIORS

For the first time in more than a
decade,Wigan went into a season
with doubts surrounding their ability
to win the major prizes.The
Challenge Cup has gone, but there is
enough talent at Central Park to
remain among the championship
chasers.

The longest close-season in history
has been one of rare upheaval at
Central Park, with their imminent
departure from the world-famous
stadium upsetting the fans almost as
much as the departures of long-time
favourites Graeme West and Shaun
Edwards. Joe Lydon, John
Pendlebury and Va'aiga Tuigamala
have also left the club and coach
Eric Hughes must be anxious to add
to a diminishing squad of players.
Hughes is a pragmatic coach who
knows the players he wants to
strengthen his side and will be
content to let his results do his
talking. After his exit from St
Helens, just over a year ago, he will
be keener than anyone in the Wigan
camp to wrest the championship
crown from Knowsley Road.
Without being convincing, Wigan
have made a winning start against
Halifax and Castleford, but the Good
Friday clash with Saints will tell us
much more about their chances of
reclaiming the crown they lost in
1996, after seven years of supremacy.
They will °be desperate to avenge
the Challenge Cup defeat at
Knowsley Road in February.

There is no shortage of talent to
help Hughes in that quest and
Wigan showed, with their
demolition of Saints in the
Premiership Final, that, on their day,
they remain the most potent force

in the British game.Their quest in

review of the status of
'@ Super League clubs as they
progress through the

T ' season.This week he looks

<l at Wigan and Halifax.

1997 is to go that step further and
win the World Club Championship
but Wigan will need all their key
players fit and must add some new
faces after the two-year exodus of a
team of champions.

Henry Paul, Jason Robinson, Gary
Connolly and Kris Radlinski all had
busy winters, Radlinski on the Lions
tour and the others in Union, and
they are central to the club's hopes
of success in the summer ahead.
Wigan need this quartet to remain
healthy if they are not to struggle
for depth in the backs and Radlinski
looks set to take over at centre from
Tuigamala.

Captain Andy Farrell is more
important than ever to Wigan.The
1996 Lions tour skipper, still only 21,
carries enormous responsibility in a
season which presents greater
challenges than ever for
the club.

Hughes is a master at
bringing young talent
through, as he showed
with Saints, and he has an
array of potential stars at his
disposal at Central Park.Watch
out for the progress of Sean
Long, Paul Johnson, Daryl
Cardiss and Andy Johnson, this
summer, expect Craig
Murdock to be given every
opportunity to cement a first-team
place, and look for the continued
development of winger Danny
Ellison. Injury-free, Nigel Wright can
also play an important role in the
months ahead.

Wigan were not idle in the transfer
market, in the off-season.The signing
of England international Stephen

20

WIGAN WARRIORS

Holgate from Workington and ex-
Oldham prop lan Sherratt adds to
their pack strength but New
Zealanders David Murray and Stuart
Lester have a lot to prove.They
were hardly the kind of signings to
entice the discerning Wigan public
back to Central Park.

Tuigamala's departure to Newcastle
is a real blow. Not only was the giant
Western Samoan an awesome figure
on the field, but he was instrumental
in generating a happy dressing-room
atmosphere and hugely popular with
the fans, many of whom feel
betrayed by some of the recent
events.

They are probably asking themselves
whether it really is only two years
since Wigan swept the board in such
majestic fashion with a side
containing the now-departed Betts,
Clarke, Tuigamala, Botica, Offiah,
Atcheson, McDermott, Quinnell and
Skerrett. It seems much longer.
The off-field wrangling about the
future of Central Park seems certain
to continue, but, as Hughes has
stated, the players are probably
relieved that affairs on the field are
taking precedent once again.
Winning football matches can
change the outlook completely for
Wigan - and that will be the name of
the game for the new-look Warriors.

Shaun
Edwards



HALIFAX BLUE SOX

Steve Simms' resignation threw
Halifax into disarray, on the eve of
the Super League campaign, but
their tremendous performance at
Central Park almost brought a
victory and they duly got themselves
off the mark with a hard-fought
home success over Sheffield.

More importantly, they filled the
coaching vacancy with the surprise
appointment of former Thrum Hall
hero John Pendlebury and there is a
feeling that one of the game's quiet
men could just prove to be a shrewd
choice by the Halifax board.
Pendlebury, who was one of the
game's most respected
professionals, has served a good
apprenticeship under some of the
finest coaches in the business and
will go about his business in typically
no-nonsense fashion. He is fondly
remembered from the successful
Chris Anderson-era and his try-
saving tackle in the 1987 Wembley
Final effectively won Halifax the
Cup.

Their 18-16 home defeat of the
Eagles must have come as a great
relief to the fans, bearing in mind
the awful start which wrecked their
hopes of challenging for honours in
1996, but there will be a degree of
anxiety about the
uncharacteristically poor goalkicking
form of points record-breaker John
Schuster. His late penalty miss cost
the side a point at Wigan and he
again had an off-day against
Sheffield.

Although Halifax went into the
second Super League season under a
cloud, they look to have a stronger
squad than a year ago when they
failed to win any of their opening
seven league games before battling
to a creditable sixth place.

The signing of former Featherstone
points-machine Martin Pearson
brought an exciting footballer to the
club, and a ready-made goalkicking
replacement for Schuster should the
need arise, Wigan prop Kelvin
Skerrett is sure to add fire to the
pack, Welsh international colleague
Daio Powell is a big, strong centre
with a lot to prove and Australians
Greg Clarke and David Bouveng
strengthen a three-quarter line
which includes South Sea Islanders
John Schuster, Asa Amone and Fereti
Tuilagi.

Halifax will always score points with
such an array of talent - and that list
does not include international

"Martin
Pearson

’/ -~ s o
winger John Bentley - but defence is
another matter.That is the area
Pendlebury will look to address.
Home form was a worry, in 1996,
and it is a fact that Halifax suffered
more defeats at Thrum Hall than on
their travels, where they had an
impressive record of five wins and a
draw - only Saints, Wigan and
Bradford won more away games and
Halifax also had the satisfaction of
being the only side to win at Odsal.
Hopefully, their impending mid-
season move from Thrum Hall to
the Shay will bring a change of
fortunes in home matches because
they need to be winning to appease
the traditionalists who will be
mourning their departure from one
of League's most famous old
grounds.

Simms, who did a tremendous job in
his own quiet way, worked hard on
implementing a much-needed
production line of young talent,
during his three-year tenure at
Thrum Hall, and the fruits of that
may begin to appear in 1997.And
John Pendlebury is just the man to
get the best out of the kids itching
for a first-team chance in Super
League.

Every club needs the benefits of
youthful, homegrown talent to keep
the dressing-room spirits high and
Halifax certainly showed plenty of
character in the second-half of last
season, with a side containing Carl
Gillespie, Paul Highton and Mark
Perrett. Already, teenager Chris
Chester has illustrated what he can
do at stand-off, but injuries sidelined
him for much of 1996.Those
following in his wake include Mick
Slicker, Danny Seal, Damian

Munro and Craig Dean, the latter
pair having benefited from their
winter tour with the GB Academy
squad in New Zealand.

A Karl Harrison-Paul Rowley-Kelvin
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Skerrett front-row should be good
enough to boss most others,
providing the Blue Sox resist the
temptation to release the speedy
dummy-half specialist Rowley, and,
even allowing for the release of Paul
Anderson to the Bullls, there is hard-
working Wayne Jackson to keep
them on their toes. Highton,
Gillespie, Perrett, Michael Jackson,
Simon Baldwin and Martin Moana
will compete for back-row places
and Pendlebury will surely have
some money for signings.

John Schuster (with || goals) and
Mike Umaga (5 tries) both set Super
League scoring records in 1996
matches, illustrating Halifax's ability
to turn it on when the mood takes
them. Under their new coach, they
will look for more consistency.

It was a credit to Simms, and the
players' refusal to become
disillusioned, that the Blue Sox
managed to turn it all around last
year, following their 3rd place finish
in 1995/96, their highest placing
since Chris Anderson guided them
to the title a decade previously. And
in John Pendlebury, they have a man
who actually knows what it is like to
win trophies with Halifax.

Karl Harrison




N SALFORD REDS FIXT(.IRES
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MONTH/DAY  |DATE | OPPONENTS | VENUE | Ko RESULT FA.

JANUARY

Sunday 19 | Warrington Wolves (Friendly) Away - Won | 37-30

FEBRUARY

Sunday 9 | Castleford Tigers (Challenge Cup 4) Away | 3.30| Won | 36-18

Sunday 23 | Paris St Germain (Challenge Cup 5) Home | 3.00 | Won 84

MARCH

Saturday 8 | Warrington Wolves (Challenge Cup 6) Away |3.00| Won | 29-10

Sunday 16 | Castleford Tigers Home | 3.00 | Won 4-0 | Coussons

Saturday 22 | St Helens (Challenge Cup semi-final) Wigan | 3.00 | Lost | 20-50 | Blakeley,

Friday 28 | Oldham Bears Home | 3.00

Monday 31 | Paris St Germain Home | 1.00

APRIL

Sunday 6 | Halifax Blue Sox Away | 3.00

Friday I'l | Sheffield Eagles Home | 7.30

Wednesday 16 | St Helens Away | 7.30

Sunday 20 | London Broncos Away | 3.00

Friday 25 | Wigan Warriors (T.V.) Home | 7.30

MAY

Saturday 3 | Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final

Sunday I'l | Leeds Rhinos Home | 3.00

Sunday 18 | Castleford Tigers Away | 3.30

Thursday 22 | St Helens (T.V.) Home | 7.30

Monday 26 | Oldham Bears Away | 3.00

JUNE

Sunday | Bradford Bulls Home | 3.00

Sunday 8 | Adelaide Rams Away | 3.00

Sunday 22 | North Queensland Cowboys Away | 3.00

Sunday 29 | Warrington Wolves Home | 3.00

JULY

Wednesday 2 | Paris St Germain Away

Sunday 6 | Leeds Rhinos Away | 3.00

Sunday 13 | Bradford Bulls

Sunday 27 | North Queensland Cowboys Home | 3.00

AUGUST

Sunday 3 | Adelaide Rams Home | 3.00

Sunday 10 | Warrington Wolves Away | 3.00

Sunday 17 | Wigan Warriors Away | 3.00

Friday 22 | London Broncos Home | 7.30

Monday 25 | Sheffield Eagles Away | 3.15

Sunday 31 | Halifax Blue Sox Home | 3.00

SEPTEMBER

Sunday 7 | Premiership

Sunday 14 | Premiership

Sunday 21 | Premiership Final

SEASON 1997
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~ BEATING WIGAN
WIFE
ND: i OLD TRAFFORD
WORST GROUND: BATLEY
PERSON YOU WOULD MOST LIKE TO MEET:  MICHAEL JORDAN

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute



ne of the buzz
phrases in the
Super League is
franchise player.
Basically , he is the
pin-up whose face
and physique represent a club in
the business of selling and
marketing. At Bradford Bulls all
the criteria of the franchise
player are fulfilled by the
instantly recognisable, infinitely
talented, sickeningly good
looking and extremely
personable Robbie Paul. See
him on a brochure cover, watch
his feats of daring, drool at him
in the flesh, hear him on radio
and television.
London Broncos’ franchise
player is, for obvious reasons,
the prodigious, sweet-talking,
slick running Martin Offiah. St
Helens have Bobbie “Saint Bob”
Goulding, Warrington are
cultivating young Paul
Sculthorpe and Wigan had

1l
[RAN
PLAY

face of
Wigan. He
was the face of

Super League

itself. Forget the

£750,000 Wigan

received for him.

Instead, imagine the

money he could have
brought into the game if he
had remained and been

By Christopher Irvine,

Rugby League Correspondent,

Va’aiga Tuigamala. Imagine
Chicago Bulls getting rid of
Michael Jordan, or Manchester
United selling Ryan Giggs.
Tuigamala was more than the

The Times

properly marketed.

Inga is now the face of

Newcastle Rugby Union Club.

There always appeared to be a

double-edged sword to Wigan’s
24

. Bobbie Goulding

loaning of players to Union for
part of the winter.The

names of Jason Robinson, Gary
Connolly and Henry Paul are
now indelibly printed on
millions more minds.The
difference is that they came
back and Tuigamala, despite a
best-forgotten swansong in the
Challenge Cup at St Helens, did
not.



Newcastle were not active
pursuers of Inga’s signature
initially. Indeed, when Rob
Andrew, the Falcons’ director of
Rugby, first encountered Inga in
Ireland playing for Western
Samoa, it was not him he had
gone to see but Pat Lam.The
fault Wigan made, according to
Andrew, was in allowing Inga a

Andy Farrell

taste of his former game.
Representing Samoa was the
hook, and with Sir John Hall’s
millions backing him, Andrew
reeled Inga in.

Andy Farrell is now Wigan’s
franchise player.You could not

get a more dedicated or skillful
individual. He is the perfect
player, the perfect gentleman.
Moreover he is the Great
Britain captain.Yet compared
with the national profile of Phil
de Glanville, the England Union
captain, Farrell might as well be
skipper of a second division
football team. Blame the media,
blame the game. Slowly,
however, things are changing as
the perception of Rugby League
alters.

My yardstick is my office in

London.The distant days when
an interview | had done with
Denis Betts brought the
response, ‘‘Denis who?”’ appear,
mercifully, to be at an end.
These are players who pass the
‘“‘yes, heard of him, seen him,
like him”’ test — both Pauls,
Goulding, Offiah, Edwards,
Robinson, Farrell, Connolly,
Newlove, Crooks, Schofield.
Then there is the “yes. | think |
know him, would like to know
more” category - Perelini,
Sullivan, Sculthorpe, Joynt,
Radlinski, Nickle, Cunningham,
Platt. And finally, there is the
“never heard of him, should |
know him?” bracket - both
Hulmes, both Morleys, Spruce,
Bradley, Lowes, Martyn,
Blackmore, McAvoy, Cassidy,
etc ...
A few players in Rugby League -
far too few - manage to cross
the Rubicon and become
household names. Among these
is Goulding, the cheekie
chappie, the loveable rogue, the
angel with a dirty face, in other
words, Rugby League’s Gazza.
Significantly, Goulding made his
crossover during the 1995
World Cup, based on his
spontaneous brilliance. Unlike
Ellery Hanley, you can never
stop Goulding talking, but both
are instantly recognisable as
League players to their
bootstraps.
Over the season more franchise
players will be developed by
clubs, based on their ability,
personality and, naturally, their
good looks. Whether they can
elicit the excitement of a
female spectator at Bradford,
who confessed to constantly
replaying a video of a match in
which half Robbie Paul’s
backside was briefly
exposed, is, arguably, the
acid test.



FOR PEACE, POWER, BALANCE AND HANDLING -
YOU CAN’T BEAT THE NEW MGF FROM HORNERS

THE STUNNING

NEW MGF
FROM £189.50

PER MONTH"

13.4% APR

*PLUS DEPOSIT & FINAL PAYMENT

LIFESTYLE INDICATIVE
FINANCE EXAMPLE MGF 1.8i

Cash price™ £17,440.00, Deposit (40%) £6,976.00,
Amount financed £10,464.00,

24 Monthly paymentst £189.50,
Guaranteed minimum future value  £10,400.00,
Final payment £8,320.00,
Guaranteed Equity £2,080.00,

Charge for credit £2,462.75,

Total payable £19,902.75,APR

CONTACT OUR M.G. SPECIALISTS DAVID BAILEY OR MARTIN DUNLOP ON 0161 789 514I {inesAcknin:and SalesAgency fee)

= i —  ————— Credit available to anyone aged 18 or over, subject
602 tAn administration fee of £47.00 and a sales agenc
gency
ECCLES « MANCHESTER B < fee of £11.75 are added to the first payment.
0! .
,mmow“j“ $Provided that the vehicle has not exceeded the
WELLINGTON RD, ECCLES, MANCHESTER — @ e agreed mileage and is in good condition.
O _'7 ._ ' 4 ECCLES w \ / Example assumes annual mileage upto 6,000 miles.
16 1 8 51 1 * Car shown for illustration purposes only.

OPEN: MON.-FRI. 8.30am-7pm - SAT. 9am-5.30pm - SUN. 10am-5.30pm Written on




Lewns Water.,, orth

ST HELENS [20] v SALFDRD FIEDS [26)
23rd March 1997 ’ ' _
TRIES Mark Jones (3) GOGLS‘ Robert Russell (3)
Lee Hudson
Luke Vincent

PLAYER PROFILE
NAME: Jonathan Fisher
DATE OF BIRTH: 10/10/789
PLACE OF BIRTH: Billinge
CAR: Fiesta
NICKNAME: Fish
FAVOURITE FILM: Speed
FAVOURITE POP SINGER/GROUP: The Lighthouse Family
FAVOURITE FOOD: Pasta
FAVOURITE DRINK: Lilt
BEST HOLIDAY RESORT: Magaluf
LAST BOOK READ: Laurie and Clyde
WHICH TEAM DID YOU SUPPORT  Wigan
AS A YOUNG MAN:
EARLY RL HEROES: Wally Lewis
BEST PLAYER AS TEAM MATE: Neil Kilshaw
CAREER HIGHLIGHT: Playing for Salford, Touring Russia
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: Mum, Dad, sisters and brother
WORST GROUND: Watersheddings
PERSON YOU WOULD MOST LIKE Mike Tyson
TO MEET:

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute



A The brief is a wide-ranging one
- to liaise with all branches of the
media, - and it's something | feel
well qualified to do being a
journalist by profession and having
spent |8 years with the BBC on
the electronic media. I'm working
with the editors and journalists in
the print media and with
producers and broadcasters in
television and radio and
thoroughly enjoying it. The hours
are long, of course, and it can be
difficult at times, but you expect
that with the level of interest
being shown in Super League Two.
The season has got off to a
tremendous start and we're
pleased with the way it has been
covered by all branches of the
media, in the opening weeks.

A We were particularly pleased
with the showing we received in
the press, espcially in some of the
broadsheets, probably our best
exposure for a long time.The
game's trade papers - League
Express and Rugby Leaguer - both
made the point that the coverage
was a big improvement and we
checked our cuttings library back
to a year ago, at the launch of
Super League, and the this year's
coverage was up by as much as
50%.We've had tremendous
coverage on radio (on the local
stations and the in-depth coverage

provided by BBC Radio Five Live),
and it goes without saying, that
BSkyB's television coverage has
been right out of the top drawer.
It makes all the hard work
worthwhile when you see the
game receiving the exposure it
deserves and, while there's always
a lot more to be done, we're
heartened by the improvement.

A The appointment of Bob Scott,
as general manager for the First

and Second division clubs is bound
to improve things in that

INTHE THIRD OF HIS WEEKLY INTERVIEWS WITH THE MEN WHO MAKE
THINGS HAPPEN IN SUPER LEAGUE, SKY'S IAN PROCTOR MEETS THE
RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE'S BROADCAST MANAGER DAVE CALLAGHAN.

A I've described the 1997 season
as a window of opportunity in the

publicity stakes for rugby league,
lan, and we've got some exciting
times ahead. I've been approached
by a PR company who will be
acting for the Australian cricket
team and they want to come and
watch some Super League
matches - so there is a probable
link-up, there, particularly when

respect and he'll work with
the RFL staff to get more
exposure for the professional
game below Super League
level. His appointment will be
a bonus and the fact that
BSkyB have indicated that
they will cover some lower
division matches, later in the
season, will be helpful in
raising the overall profile of the
game.

There is plenty of interest at First
and Second division level as the
attendances for the Silk Cut Plate
semi-finals illustrated. A reduced
capacity at Naughton Park
prevented an even bigger audience
watching the Widnes-Hunslet tie,
and a crowd of over 5000 at Hilton
Park hints at a resurgence of
interest in Leigh, one of the
game's hotbed areas.The two
Humberside clubs are stirring and
another tremendous promotion
battle is in prospect in both of the
lower divisions. There is real
competition right throughout the
three divisions, in fact. Super
League was described as a ‘brash
concept' by one Sunday
newspaper and by it's very nature
it is bound to attract most of the
attention.
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the World Club Championship
matches are under way.

The really encouraging factor is
that more and more radio stations
- and not just the ones you'd call
hard-core like Radio Leeds, GMR,
Radio Merseyside - are turning to
rugby league. For instance, we now
have a regular spot on Talk Radio
(1053/1089mw), which is London
based and has a 3-hour sports
forum which goes out to the
nation each night between 7-
10pm. They interviewed me
several times, on issues of the day
or week, and we're now getting a
regular Friday night spot looking
forward to the evening game on
Sky and getting personalities along
for interviews. Barry Maranta was
on for an hour, last week, and did a
fantastic job in promoting Super
League generally and London
Broncos in particular. It's all very
encouraging when you see the
sport broadening its horizons in
this manner.



Dave Callaghan

§ SHAKERS

DAVE CALLAGHAN

A Well the old cloth-cap image is
gone completely and we're
appealing to a younger audience
with a greater number of females
attending matches.The opening
Super League game at Odsal
showed that matchdays can be
vibrant, modern and exciting - fun.
The entertainment was second-to-
none, on and off the field, and the
15,000 crowd endorsed that fact.
Young people I've spoken to at
Bradford Bulls' games have
actually said that they don't mind
too much if the Bulls lose because
it's the occasion that is the thing.
They just love the night out at
Odsal.That's wonderful, because it
means those supporters are not
merely hooked by the fact that
the Bulls are winning.To have
people in the ground from 6-
9.30pm represents a tremendous
evening's entertainment and more
and more people in Bradford have
realised that fact. People now
accept that we have a great sport

and that we're working hard to
extend it beyond our northern
stronghold.

A Like many others, I'm working
all hours, but when you see
progress being made, it's all very
rewarding. Newspapers are
starting to cover the game in
greater detail, the column inches
are improving, television coverage
on BSkyB is absolutely first-class,
the BBC have done a wonderful
job in giving the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup games an even
bigger feel' to them in 1997, and
the fact that Sky have taken the
competition, as a secondary
broadcaster, arouses even more
interest for the sport. | think we've
got to be upbeat about the
coverage we're receiving in the
press and across the airwaves.
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A Jon Williams, the morning news
and sports editor at Channel Five,
is my former boss at BBC Look
North and he was the biggest
supporter of the game on that
station. He worked hard to get
rugby league featured on Look
North every night, even if it was
only a |-minute news item.

We recently had a meeting in
London and they are going to take
some BSkyB pictures under the
news access agreement for
Monday morning's sports round-
up.They're also planning features,
with the Silk Cut Challenge Cup
Final looming, and particularly
keen on the characters at the
London Broncos. | think they'll
give us a fair coverage.

A We're going to really focus
media attention on this unique
competition as soon as the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup competition is
completed at Wembley on 3 May.
We shall be stepping up the
promotion of this competition and
there may be another mini-launch,
plus news conferences throughout
the period when the matches are
under way. It's going to be a very
hectic time for us and with the
Australian superstars coming over,
always keen to assist in promoting
the game, the publicity
bandwagon will go into overdrive.
I'd love to see some of our
excellent writers doing features on
the great Australian players and
personalities who will be arriving
on these shores shortly. Several
Australian radio stations are
sending broadcasters to England
and that will prove a massive
logistic exercise.We're also
anticipating many of Fleet Street's
leading sports feature writers
coming along to these matches
and we're confident that they'll
see the game in a new whole new
light.



REDDISH DEMOLITION LTD.

ALBION HOUSE sz
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SALFORD RE |
Sunday April 6th 1997

Kick off 3.00pm
I< idS Entertainment from 12.45pm
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See the big
game for just
With this voucher

This voucher will admit One junior (under 16) to the

ground for the above game for £1. It is valid ONLY at
turnstile 9 (Thrum Hall Lane). Note there is no facility
to move around the ground once inside. One voucher

per junior. No photocopies.

Halifax RLFC reserve the right to refuse admission.




" news this season, then make sure you call the Reds Hoth e d

'ﬁ‘ 0891 44 0016 T

This is the only official line of the.Salferd.Reds, and the only line where
you'll hear (Andy Gregory) and all the the Reds stars speaking
exclusively. And.it'sithe only hotline where the clubsbenifits from your
call - every time you dial the Reds Heotline, you're helping your/club.

Nigel Pearson is the new presenter-of'the Reds Hotline this season,
and he guarantees that the line will feature all the top stories, star
interviews and exclusive inside news from your favourite club. The all-
new hotline is updated every day,"so.if you want to be the first to hear
the latest Reds news, there’s only.one place to go - the Reds Hotline on

T 0891 44 00 16 T

Give it a call today - you won't be disappointed !
(calls charged at 50p per minute)

DAREDEVIL DUCK ATTENDING HIS FIRST TRAINING SESSION

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute



Tinker Tailor Soldier. ..

RUGBY LEAGUE PLAYER

Ray French, BBC Rugby League Correspondent

Time was, when a butcher, a
baker, or even a candlestick maker
could don a St Helens,Wigan, or
Bradford jersey and reach for the
top. Time was, when the coal
miner at Castleford, Featherstone,
or Wakefield could ‘clock off’ from
his afternoon shift below ground
and continue his exertions training
under the floodlights at Wheldon
Road, Post Office Road, or Belle
Vue.

Now, where once league legends
Brian McTigue, Neil Fox, and Mal
Reilly combined both work and
play, their modern counterparts
Neil Cowie, Paul Newlove, and

Paul Newlove
a new
professional

Steve McNamara are only too well
aware that their play is their work.
For the advent of Super League
has produced and provided for a
new breed of footballer - the full
time professional player. And what
a difference they make to the

excitement, the appeal, and
spectacle of rugby league.
Able to prepare in the
gymnasium, on the track, on the
pitch, in the swimming pool, and
even in the boxing ring five days a
week for the match at the
weekend, the modern player is a
far different specimen to the
majority of those of yesteryear.

If you don’t believe me, take a
glance at Bradford Bulls’ awesome
threequarter line - Paul Loughlin,
Danny Peacock, Graeme Bradley,
and Jon Scales - and put yourself
in the opposition line up.

At a combined weight of over
sixty stones, the Bulls’ quartet
must surely be the biggest and
strongest foursome ever to be on
duty in the same team.

No wonder First Division Hull
skipper, Gary Divorty, following his
team’s 54 - 6 exit from the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup at the
hands of St, Helens,
highlighted the ever

widening gulf between the

full time Saints’ pros and

the, as yet, part timers from
Humberside.

“Saints were far faster and
stronger than we were and
that comes of being full

time players.” It came as
quite a shock to the Hull
players for we had worked
hard and felt we could
compete with Saints. It is
difficult for part time

players now to meet the full
time pro on equal terms.

The facilities at the

Boulevard are ideal for

Super League but, if we
gained entry to it, the first
priority would have to be a
plan for a full time squad of

32

players.”’

As the Sharks’ loose forward
implies, the standards of fitness,
strength, and speed in the Super
League continue to rocket away
from those in the lower divisions.
Indeed, such has been the
advance, it is difficult to see how
any team languishing in Division
One for too long can ever make
up the lost ground.

Are we heading for a divisional
system where promotion and
relegation prove difficult to
reconcile, if the promoted are
soon to be sent packing every
twelve months?

Heaven forbid! But the gap
between Super League and the
First Division will continue to
grow if the part - timer is forced
to compete with the full time pro.

Graeme Bradley and
Paul Loughlin, two of the
Bulls awesome threequarter line
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best support too!

 BRITISH CARCONTRACTs Tel 0121 733 331
A Member of NatWest Group Fax 012 N 7233 108

Century House * 100 Stratford Road ¢ Shirley * West Midlands B90 3
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AGENTS DETAILS

NAME:
ADDRESS:

POSTCODE:
TEL NO:

WIN THOUSANDS OF £s
ONLY £1 PER WEEK

If you are interested and need further information, please call in at the pools
office at the front of the club, or give us a ring on 0161 736 6564

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute
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SIMPLY COMPLETE BELOW ONLY £1 PER WEEK

**UNIQUE™* *

One

NAME: of

ADDRESS:
the

POSTCODE:

TEL NO:
more attractive facilities available to members
is the ability to select your own membership
number which can be any six digit number
such as an important date or occasion for
instance your birthday, anniversary i.e. (21
Nov 1956) = 21-11-56

IF YOU REQUIRE ANY FURTHER
INFORMATION OR AGENCY DETAILS, PLEASE
CONTACT THE OFFICE ON

0161 736 6564

STANDING ORDER

If you wish to pay by standing order please complete below
YOUR BANK DETAILS

To __  BankSortCode
Address

Postcode
STANDING ORDER

Please pay to 60-22-46 National Westminster Bank,
Walkden Branch, for credit to:-
The Golden Bond Weekly Draw Account No. 42236878
The Sum of:
FOUR POUNDS THIRTY THREE PENCE MONTHLY (£4.33)
COMMENCING: Immediately

From - OO [AccountName)
Account No

Signed

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute

BRAW/
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i STONES

GOMMENTARY

nsors welcome
season

As we embark on the new season, Stones is delighted to welcome you to
the second year of its sponsorship of the Stones Super League.

Sgo

The Stones Super League last year was marked by some explosive
action on the pitch and significantly increased attendances. The 1996
season put the sport on a world stage where it belongs, as St. Helens
clinched the Stones Super League title from Wigan on the last day of the
season.

1997 is sure to be a truly exciting season as St. Helens try to replicate
their success closely contested by rivals Wigan, Bradford Bulls and
London Broncos. Newly promoted Salford Reds should not be
underestimated as they set out to make their mark on the Stones Super
League.

The forthcoming season provides us at Stones with the opportunity to
build on the success of 1996, support will continue for the prestigious
Stones Gold Awards and the Stones Premiership Finals at 0ld Trafford
on Sunday, September 28th.

| am sure you will join me in wishing all of the teams the best of luck
for the 1997 Stones Super League season.

Sponsorship Manager Bass Brewers Ltd.

'eat Stoncs

Giveaway

To mark the kick off of the season, we
have 20 limited edition Stones Super
League T-shirts to give away. All you
have to do is answer the simple
question below and complete the
coupon provided or send the answer
with your name and address on a
postcard to the promotional address.
There are 20 T-shirts to be won:

Who came 3rd in the Stones Super
League title in ‘967

Send your entry to: The Stones Super League T-shirt competition, PO Box 56
Horsforth, Leeds LS18 5UU, to arrive no later than 07.04.97. Winners will be
informed by 14th April. To obtain a list of winners please send an SAE to the
promotional address.

Answer:

Name:

Daytime Tel:

NIg NIS
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1 9: Paul Southern

20. Phil Knowles

21. Phil Coussons
22. lan Blease = = T 2 Z 5
23. Esene Faimalo - 5 2 5 & =
24. Peter Maitland = - 2 3 H %

Up to and including st helens (Challenge cup semi-final)

RESULTS IN DETAIL

St Helens 50 Salford reds 20
Saturday March 22nd 1997
Silk Cut Cup Semi Final (at Wigan) %

N
n
(03]

St I'm: Prescott (t); Arnold Hunte (3t), Newlove, Sullivan (3t) Martyn (g
Briers (6g) Perelini, Cunningham (t) O'Neill, Joynt (t) Morley, Hammond
Subsitutes Pickavance (For ), Matautia (For )
Northey (For ), McVey (For )
Salford Reds; Rogers (t) Sini, Nayler, NcAvoy (t) Coussons; Blakeley (t4g) Watson
Platt Edwards Eccles Forber Cartwright Hulme
Subsitutes Martin (For Watson) Randall (For Cartwright)
Savelio (For Platt) Faimalo (For Hulme)

Half time 14 - 4 attendance 12,580 Referee S.Cummings

38 REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged &t 50p per minute
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0891 44001 6 calls charged at 50p per minute

REDS HOTLINE
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O O HL.HJm ,H.m D mﬁ THE COLTS COUNTY AND
H(H Di1vISIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS

we are delighted to support rugby at the grass roots.

http://www.royal-and-sunalliance.com/
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22ND MARCH 1997

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 cals charged at 50p per minute a1



Rugby League Yearbook

Jason Robinson’s vital try in
Wigan Warriors’ win at
Castleford Tigers last Sunday
left him needing just one for a

career century of touchdowns.

The 22-year-old winger has
scored 92 tries for Wigan plus
two for Great Britain and five
for England in a total of 169
matches.

“Billy Whizz” is the joint

TR

TTAC

Raymond Fletcher, Co-author of the Rothmans

holder of the Super League
match record with five
touchdowns in Wigan’s 68-14
defeat of his home town club
Leeds last August and has
scored five other hat-tricks.
An outstanding half-back with
Hunslet Parkside Juniors,
Robinson has played mostly on
the wing since first appearing
for Wigan as a substitute at

Sheffield Eagles on 28 August
1992. Nine days later he
marked his full debut on the
wing with a brillant solo try in
a shock home defeat by Hull.

BUMPER
EASTER EGG

Easter has always brought the
crowds rolling in and Super
League can expect another
bumper turn out this weekend
despite some fixture
disruption caused by the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup semi-final
between Bradford Bulls and
Leeds Rhinos.

Just over 93,000 turned up for
the dozen holiday games last
season with 46,345 on Good

I Who scored the first ever
try in Super League?

2  Which two teams beat
St.Helens in Super League
last season?

3 Who were Workington
Town’s only two Super
League wins against last
season?

4 Who was Super League’s
top tryscorer last season?

5 Who played at Wembley in
1996 but never started a
Super League match?

6  Which four Super League
clubs never played outside
the old Division One?

7  Which player scored in the
most Super League
matches last season?

8 Which English coach gained
the highest Super League
place last season?

9  Which British Super
League club did not have a
player in the 1996 Lions
squad?

10 How many drawn Super
League matches were

there last season?
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} that is expected to be

ROBI~NSON’S SFORING

7B

'he top crowd was 15,883 for
the traditional St. Helens’ v.
Wigan Good Friday clash and

~ who pack

surpassed for this year’s duel

TOP SCORING FORWARDS

{ & Wigan ground
on Good Friday in 1959.That’s
still a record for any League
match.

International rival hookers
James Lowes of Bradford Bulls
and St. Helens’ Keiron
Cunningham were the top
tryscoring forwards in the first
Super League season. Each
dashed in for 11 touchdowns.
Their scoring rivalry continued
on the British Lions tour with
both grabbing two
touchdowns.And they are level
pegging again this season with

just one each.

COACHES

Of the dozen coaches with
first team posts when Super
League was launched a year
ago only seven remain. But it’s
nothing new. Over the last 20
years almost 300 first team
coaches have come and gone!
The longest-serving coach is
John Joyner, who has been at
Castleford since May 1993.
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JOHN JAMESON & SON

IRISH WHISKEY
EPRIFAYERSY
Man of the

Match Award

The “Players” Man of the Match
will receive a bottle of
Jameson’s Irish Whiskey
after each home match.
The Player who wins most awards
will receive a special trophy
at the end of the season

Players Man of the Match against Castleford Tigers

... Cliff Eccles






Jason Laurence

Canon Business
Machines (Mersey
Ltd) Tel: 0151 2272414

2rrow %
Andy Burgess

Chromal Plating

Company (Bolton) Ltd

Worsley Manchester
Tel: 01204 861594

Esene Faimalo

This player is for
sponson

lan Blease
Thomas Plumbers
North West Ltd
Bridgeman St Bolton
Tel 01204 528149
; R

Mark Lee

Jim Ramsbottom

Bookmakers

Phil Coussons

This player is for
sponsor

N

Steve Blakeley

The Barton Printing Co
(Manchester) Ltd
Tel: 0161 7877011

A Gregory

S O’Neill

S McCormack
] Foran

Paul Southern

This player is for
sponsor

\)

5

Nathan McAvoy

Melrose (Monton) Ltd
Motor Ins. Specialist
Tel: 0161 7880872

Jason Laurence

2  Fata Sini

3 Scott Naylor
4  Nathan McAvoy
5  Darren Rogers
6  Steve Blakeley
7 Mark Lee

8  Andy Platt

9  Peter Edwards
10 CIiff Eccles

Il Paul Forber

2 John Cartwright
I3 Craig Randall
|4 Scott Martin
I5 David Hulme
16 Lokeni Savelio
7  Andy Burgess
I8 lan Watson

9 Paul Southern
20  Phil Knowles
21 Phil Coussons
22 lan Blease

23 Esene Faimalo
24  Peter Maitland

s L
Scott Naylor

Micron Video Gidlow
Lane Wigan
Tel: 01942 321919

SALFORD REDS

Team T G DG
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Peter Maitland

This player is for
sponsor

Fata Sini
The Mail Newspaper
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Phil Knowles

League Express All the This player is for
rugby news, reports sponsor
and pictures

OLDHAM BEARS

Lokeni Savelio

Team T G DG
| Paul Atcheson Q a a a
2 Scott Ranson O Os £ U
3 Darren Abram [, YOO\
4 Paul Topping & \ & | ==E
5  Rob Myler s =0 0
6 FrancisMaloney 1.0 0O Q4
7  Martin Crompton 1 O O Q
8 lan Gildart Q Oa8E AT
9  John Clarke a Owy&E O
[0  Jason Temu Q L& O 468
I Gary Lord Q&) Q&0
12 Joe Faimalo S O & O
I3 DavidBradbury O O O O
|4 Matt Munro &1 ClgEEs™ 1
|5  Paul Davidson O GOsn Q
16 Howard Hill 5] F ] A E) ]
17 Paul Crook @ Ogll O
18 Mike Neal QO NEFOS=E
19 Chris McKinney O O 4 O
20 Afi Leuila a a a-aQ
21 Jim Cowan a o a a
22 Vince Fawcett O =Gy EE ¥
23 Brett Goldspink 41 O O Q
24  Nathan Turner Qi & N U
25 Paul Deacon a aa a
26 Luke Goodwin a aa a
27 David Stephenson O 0O O U
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Peter Edwards

This player for This player is for
sponsor sponsor

Craig Randall

David Hulme

This player for
sponsor

Today’s SuperLeague Officials

Referee: J. Connolly
Reserve Referee: P. Taberner
Touch Judge: K. Taylor
Touch Judge: N. Byers
In Goal Touch Judges:
R. Southward, D. Redfearn

TODAY’S MATCH

SPONSOR

CARLSBERG TETLEY

TODAY’S MATCH HOST
REDDISH DEMOLITION

TODAY’S MATCH PRO-
GRAMME SPONSOR

HOLLINWOOD
ENGINEERING

TODAY’S MITRE MATCH-
BALL SPONSORS
WILLIAM WILSON LTD

NYNEX

RYLAND NORTHWEST LTD

Scott Martin

Chester Court Hotel
Tel: 0161 8775375

Andy Platt

PTF Engineering
Emlym St Farnworth
Bolton

Tel: 01204 795220

lan Watson

E.Kane & Co Builders
& Contractors: Swinton
Tel: 0161 7283545

B
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Cliff Eccles

Arrow Engineering Co
Ltd Liverpool St Salford
Tel: 0161 7376969

AL

bl LY i

Paul Forber

Willows Construction
Services Willow Hse
Newton Le Willows
Tel: 019925 223821
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John Cartwright

AA Roofing Services &
Contractors Walkden
Manchester

Darren Rogers

Pallet Link Ltd
Tel: 0800 269159
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WORLD LEADERS IN THE
MANUFACTURE OF

WELDING AND CUTTING
EQUIPMENT

TEAM
SPONSORS OF

SOLE UK IMPORTER
WELDING STAR LIMITED  PRIESTLEY ROAD « WORSLEY « MANCHESTER * M28 2NZ
TELEPHONE: 0161 793 8127

ALPHA NUMERIC TELEPHONE: 07000 CEBORA (232672)



