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S A L R ^ R D R E D S
R U G B Y L E A G U E

The Pavi l ion, Wi l lows Road
Salford MS 2FQ
Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 7 3 6 6 5 6 4

F a x : 0 1 6 1 - 7 4 5 8 0 7 2

H O T L I N E : 0 8 9 1 4 4 0 0 1 6

I n t e r n e t : w w w. r e d s . c o . u k .

w a r m w e l c o m e t o

t h e W i l l o w s f o r t h i s

afternoon’s Super
League clash against Oldham
B e a r s w h o c o m e h e r e l o o k ¬

ing for their first points in
this season’s competition,
following acouple of defeats
a t t h e h a n d s o f L e e d s
R h i n o s a n d B r a d f o r d B u l l s .

However, they began their
Cup campaign with alocal
derby success over Rochdale
Hornets, the highlight of
w h i c h w a s a h a t t r i c k o f t r i e s

from Rob Myler in the 48
points to 6victory. The next
round provided Oldham with
atricky fixture at Wakefield
Trinity but they came back
f r o m B e l l e V u e w i t h a 2 2

points to 14 win and thus
marched into the quarter
finals. Ahome draw paired
them with beaten Challenge
Cup finalists Bradford Bulls
and despite aplucky perfor¬
mance from the Bears, they
succumbed to alot of pres¬
sure and went down by 38
points to 12.
Defeats in their opening
Super League games mean
that Andy Goodway’s side

h a v e n o w l o s t t h e i r

l a s t t h r e e m a t c h e s .

Well, our Wembley hopes
w e r e d a s h e d o f C e n t r a l P a r k
w e r e d a s h e d a t C e n t r a l P a r k

last Saturday against aSt
Helens side who proved
what aclass act they are.
Not to say we were not in
with ashout though, but at
the end of the day its all
about finishing off your
moves and Saints did just
t h a t .

Cnfortunately, alate fitness
test ruled out any chance of
Mark Lee laying against his
f o r m e r c l u b , w h e n a c a l f
injury sustained in training,
r u l e d o u t o u r s c r u m h a l f . I

can tell you that the St
Helens based player was
absolutely gutted about miss¬
ing the big game and he will
probably be missing again
f o r t h e E a s t e r fi x t u r e s .

Hopefully, Andy Platt and
□a v i d H u l m e w i l l b e fi t t o

play against Cldham Bears
t h i s a f t e r n o o n w h e n w e l o o k

D

C L U B O F F I C I A L S

C H A I R M A N :

J.A. WILKINSON
C H I E F E X E C U T I V E :

D . M . T A R R Y

D I R E C T O R S :

H . C L A G U E J . F I S H E R ,
N . H I LT O N , R . K A N E E N ,

A . W H I T E , C . H . W Y N N E .
S E C R E T A R Y / F O O T B A L L

M A N A G E R :

G . M c C A R T Y

C O M M E R C I A L M A N A G E R :

R . H I L L

P O O L S A N D L O T T E R Y M A N A G E R :

A . B E N T H A M

M E D I A M A N A G E R :

D . B U R K E

C O A C H I N G S T A F F :

C O A C H : A . G R E G O R Y .

ASSISTANT COACH: J. FORAN
F I T N E S S C O A C H : S O ’ N E I L L

Y O U T H D E V E L O P M E N T

M A N A G E R :

J . B L A C K B U R N
A C A D E M Y C O A C H :

S . M c C O R M A C K

H O N C L U B S U R G E O N S :

M R D . W . M . M A C K E C H N I E : M . B . M ,
F R C S , F FA E M

M R A . D . C L AY S O N M B C . M B C h B ,
F R C S , F R C S O r t h .

M R C . B R O O K E S B . D . S . M B . C h B ,
FDS(Ed) FRCS (Eng)

C L U B D O C T O R S : D R B . M I L L E R , D R
A . B R O W N , D R K . J O N E S .

H O N - C L U B S O L I C I T O R S :

D.C.S. PILLING (WIDDOWS,
PILL ING &CO. WALKDEN) .

P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T S :

R . W H I T T A K E R , L . A T H E R T O N
M A T C H M A G A Z I N E E D I T O R :

D . P L A T T

T I M E K E E P E R : N . R O B I N S O N .

G R O U N D S M A N : G . L E W I S

to return to winning ways.
Don’t forget our match
against Paris St Germain on
Monday on Monday, has a
1.DDpm kick off.

D a r r e l l P l a t t

M A R K L E E D A V I D H U L M E

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute



H J i t i
Former GB Test player
A N D Y G D O D W AY i s i n

charge of the reins at
Oldham Bears, having taken Super League last season

w i t h 11 t r i e s i n 2 1

a p p e a r a n c e s .

^On the wings are likely
t̂o be SCOTT RANSON

I-A and ROB MYLER,
“-R both of them being

prolific try scorers.
R A N S O N i s a

^ tremendous finisher
a n d a m a t c h w i n n e r i n

his own right. He came
from Swinton in exchange
f o r O l d h a m t r i o S i m o n

Longstaff, Richard Irving
and Tony Barrow in
February 1992. MYLER
joined Oldham in July 1995
from Warrington but the
previous season he played
f o u r m a t c h e s f o r S a l f o r d a t

full back; scoring atry and
kicking 4goals.
Dynamic centres are
D A R R E N A B R A M a n d V I N C E
FA W C E T T b u t b o t h o f t h e m

have been out with injuries
lately. The former is vastly
experienced with spells with
Trafford Borough, Rochdale
Hornets and Warrington
w h i l s t t h e l a t t e r w a s a c l o s e

season signing after
previously having played for
Leeds and Workington
T o w n .

Ex-Halifax player GARY LORD
a l s o c o m e s i n t o t h e

eguation as does Aussie
NATHAN TURNER, a22
year old centre from
Q u e e n s l a n d C r u s h e r s .
S t a n d o f f w i l l b e f o r m e r
F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s a n d

the Bears from Wigan in
J u n e 1 9 9 5 . H e w a s F r a n c i s

MaloneyOldham’s top try scorer in

o v e r f r o m A u s s i e B o b

Lindner in May
1 9 9 4 .

He began his
professional
playing
c a r e e r a t

O l d h a m i n

1978, signing
f r o m t h e R e d h i l l
A R L s i d e i n

Yorkshire. He represented
GB, England and Yorkshire
prior to being transferred to
Wigan for athen record fee
of £65,000 in July 1985. A
D o w n U n d e r To u r i s t i n

1984, Andy went on to
m a k e a n o t h e r d o z e n

appearances for GB whilst
a t C e n t r a l P a r k a n d a l s o

played for Wigan in four
Wembley winning sides. He
returned to Watersheddings
a t t h e s t a r t o f t h e

1993-94 campaign and
made 30 appearances
during that season. He has
already shown that he has
w h a t i t t a k e s a s a C o a c h

and is desperate to improve
on his club’s 8th position in
Super League last season.
His squad is much stronger
t h i s s e a s o n a n d w i t h t h e

home games being played
at Boundary Park, the
players are really looking
f o r w a r d t o t h a t .

At full back we can expect
t o s e e G B U n d e r 2 1 a n d
W e l s h R L I n t e r n a t i o n a l

PAUL ATCHESQN who joined

Warrington player FRANCIS
M A L O N E Y w h o m a d e a

couple of appearances for
t h e G B U n d e r 2 1 s i d e i n
1 9 9 3 .

T h e m a n w h o m a k e s

Oldham tick, though, is
undoubtedly the experienced
M A R T I N C R O M P T O N w h o

moved from Wigan in
September 1993. He
s c o r e d 9 t r i e s i n h i s 1 9

Super League appearances
l a s t t e r m .

Up front the Bears will be
relying on new Aussie
signing BRETT GDLDSPINK
w h o h a i l s f r o m P e r t h

Western Reds, he rel ishes
open play and the English
game will suit his style of
play.

I A N G I L D A R T t h e f o r m e r

Wigan and Wakefield Trinity
f o r w a r d i s a n o t h e r w i t h G B

Under 21 representative

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute



D a r r e l l P l a t t i n t r o d u c e s o u r v i s i t o r s

I T ' S fi L L H I S T O R Ye x p e r i e n c e , ,
JOE FAIMALO, the younger
brother of Esene, will also
take his place in the pack.

Founder mennbers of the breakaway Northern Union in
1895-96, Oldham’s history stretches back to 1876 when
they played their home matches at Glodwick Mill. Amove to
Olarksfield, where admission could be charged, was made
acouple of seasons later before the club finally settled in at
Watersheddings in 1889.
In that first “pioneering” season of the Northern Union,
Oldham finished 4th in the league and when the table was
split in County sections they headed the league in
1 8 9 7 - 9 8 .

Another early honour for the club was when they won the
Challenge Cup in 1899, thus becoming the first Lancashire
side to lift the Trophy by beating Fiunslet 19 points to 9at
Fallowfield, Manchester, Although Oldham have subsequent¬
ly won the Challenge Cup in 1925 and 1927 and been run¬
ners up on four occasions, they have never appeared at
Wembley.
Probably the most spectacular decade for Oldham was the
fifties when they were consistently highly placed in the
league and their successes in other competitions brought
an upsurge of interest in the club.
In 1956-57, Oldham ended the season with aclear lead of
6points over second club Hull and in the same season
they won the Lancashire Cup as well as beating Hull in the
Play Off by 15 points to 14.
The following season when Oldham headed the table again,
Bernard Ganley established aclub record 200 goals in a
season and also arecord 412 points.

H o w a r d H i l l

He has also played for
Workington Town.
G B To u r i s t D AV I D
B R A D B U R Y h a s b e e n a t

Oldham since August 1991,
when he turned professional
from the Leigh Miners ARL
c l u b .
H o o k e r J O H N C L A R K E
c a m e f r o m E a s t L e e d s

nearly four years ago and
made 16 appearances in
Super League last season,
whilst 22 year old former
Hensingham ARL player
H O W A R D H I L L w i l l b e

pushing hard to gain the
l o o s e f o r w a r d r o l e .
D t h e r s t o s t a k e t h e i r c l a i m s
w i l l b e A u s s i e s M AT T
M U N R O a n d L U K E

GOODWIN, Tongan AFI
LEUILA and ex-Henshingham
player CHRIS MCKINNEY.

S A L F O R D R E D S v O L D H A M B E A R S

P R E V I O U S L E A G U E E N C O U N T E R S

P W D
78 39 4 35 7 9 9
77 22 9 46 6 5 9
155 61 13 81 1 4 5 8

L F o r Against
H o m e

Away
To t a l s

9 0 0
1 1 0 6
2 0 0 6

H I G H S A N D L O W S

Highest Home win:
Highest Away Win:
Highest Home Defeat:
Highest Away Defeat:

4 6 - 3 i n 1 9 7 5 - 7 6
3 7 - 8 i n 1 9 7 6 - 7 7
4 - 5 0 i n 1 9 6 1 - 6 2
3 - 4 0 i n 1 9 9 0 - 9 1

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute



a r r o w

A S T R O

J U N I O R

E x c i t e m e n t
Available through all leading sports shops.



®copy of
R O T H M A N S

R U G B Y L E A G U E
Y E A R B O O K 1 9 9 7

\

Raymond Fletcher, compiler of SUPER MAG STAT
ATTACKS, and David Howes

T h e 1 3 - a - s i d e c o d e ’ s s t a t i s t i c a l b i b l e i s

available once again from all good
bookshops priced ^16.99.
But we have THREE copies available as
prizes if you can answer the simple
question below. The first three
s u c c e s s f u l a n s w e r s d r a w n a t r a n d o m
w i l l b e d e c l a r e d t h e w i n n e r s . S e n d

your entry on apostcard or by letter
to: The Editor, c/o Super Mag
Programmes, 151 Wick Road,
Brislington, BRISTOL BS4 4HH.
Entries must reach us by 7th April
1 9 9 7 .

MlHMAiVS
ĜBIUEAGUEyearbook 1997

5 S S £ '

QUESTION- Who was Stones^
Super League Player of the Year
i n 1 9 9 6 ?

The 17th edition of Rugby Leagues premier record book contains 416 pages,
encompassing the first season of the European Super League, Wigan’s record run
of seven successive championship titles, the 1996 Tour by the Lions and the
Academy, the scene Down Under, transfers, awards, attendances, and the 1997
fi x t u r e s .

The 100th Anniversary Challenge Cup Final and the first ever World
Cup Championship form the twin centrepiece of the 1997 edition of the
best selling Yearbook.
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12 MONTHS ROAD
FUND LICENCE

i N

subject fo stotus and certqin conditionsL

9
.9%[of £130.48 indudes £60 document fee followed by 23 monthly payments of £70.48,, Guaranteed

Includes Document Fee.
iple: cash price £7777, deposit/ part exchange £2721.95,. first payment
i/Final Payment To buy of ++W340, Total Amount Payable £8813.47,1

finance exam
Future Value

++PLUS INITIAL DEPOSIT &FINAL PAYMENT

The vehicle must be returned in acceptable condition as set ouHn the Guarantee Offer. If the originally quoted mileage has been exceeded, you wii be requiredtopayan excess mileage charge. The above payment is based
on 6,000 miles per annum.
Written Quotes on Request, Offers subject to status, models shown for illustration purposes only.

APR

B U R Y R O C H D A L E
r mEDINBURGH WAY,

R O C H D A L E .
TEL (01706) 710222

BOLTON ROAD,
B U R Y.

TEL (0161)764 3366
a. II tT€

P E U G E O T
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Hoyoiuttonary Rugby sci-

£̂ 3̂  Pick your lavourits leStî irol
squad members.

r3g' Features all the Super League, DIvilMl
and II clubs, plus Australian teams and
ntematlonal squads.

Stunning 3D graphics.

-jy' Full match atmosphere and "TV Styled
commwttary.

2player mode, play against afriend or
the computer!

r ■ Pteysf we*! *rorn 1to 34, players
(t can play an all clubs season after seo^competition, complete with premoBlfe !

and relegation's.

;y' Play Friendlies, Leagues, Tournatqrfnia,
'Cups /Trophles, Playoffs, lntema|oftSs.

l̂UnHvalied playability.

i iunir ;g£>Multi.;;|aye jarpa feature.

-This w||̂ lighi rugby Ians everywhere.
I A bov6 tea '

I M P Cr o m r s f o i

II alter FIRST trying your ocal computer software
retailer, you stiti have Oilficyity obtaining our
products then please send your credit card detai s

i or acheque or postal oroer made payable to

> ALTERNATIVE SOFTWARE LTD plus 85p P+P
(UK maWard). in ine <»upon below stating

S ^ e g n s n o t s your name ana address with the title and formats
!aki?r^om you req^ re to the address opposite Or call theI
I B M P C V e r s i o n CREDIT CARD HOT LINE {open 10am to 5pm

Monday to Friday) on 01977 780767
A v a i l a b l e f r o m . . . .î̂ st, aRugby League game worth playing."rffnewcomers to the sport will love it....PC h™H

^̂ ures everything you could possibly expect —
the official Super League game....PC

Name .

s t e c u o r u c t

G A M E
■S H M V

rit ies

, J u d u a i r l i j l i i i i - i i a ,
% ' / - j / t ta i j l / a WFU IL i ' l - -and a l l good
0 ViJ'jy'jy ?u.!i yjv/? /yjan-j computer stores

Formats

W H S m i t hI

Ouantity

Card No,

Exp datecV 7 »

r16



M E E T P L A Y E R S F R O M
R U G B Y ’ S

S U P E R L E A G U E !

T O P S T A R S F R O M

WIGAN WARRIORS,
S A L F O R D R E D S A N D

O L D H A M B E A R S

W I L L B E S I G N I N G C O P I E S O F

T H E R F L S U P E R L E A G U E

O F E I C I A L F A N S G U I D E

u

O N

W E D N E S D AY A P R I L 2 N D 1 - 2 . 3 0 P M

I S

a
D I L L O N S

; p ? c ] T D i M f cT M I

2-4 St Ann’s Square
M a n c h e s t e r

M 2 7 H H

Te l : 0 1 6 1 8 3 2 0 4 2 4
F a x : 0 1 6 1 8 3 1 7 7 8 6
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I big welcome to all our supporters for today’s match against Oldham Bears, who
will be sure to give us astern test. We will be keen to get back to winning ways
after last week’s semi-final defeat at the hands of St Helens, who Imight add

were worthy winners in the end. We made too many errors and at times our tackling let
us down but Iwas concerned about the decision to give Saints another six
tackles before the break as it led to them increasing their lead to ten
points of the break. Iam quite sure that Darren Rogers did not touch the
ball but that’s the way it goes sometimes.
Idid say that our aim this season is to do well in Super League and that is -,
my first priority. Naturally, Iwas disappointed for all our fans and especially
Chairman John Wilkinson but we have got to pick ourselves up this
afternoon and it is my job to get the players in the right frame of
m i n d .

Iam sure that we will get back on song again and Iwill be looking
to start our Easter fixtures with avictory.

/

r

Enjoy the game.

Andy Gregory

C L U B H I S T O R Y C L U B R E C O R D S

Rugby League Champions: 1913-14, 1923-33 1936-37, 1938-39,
1973-74, 1975-76. Runners-up: 1901-02, 1902-03, 1903-04,
1 9 3 3 - 3 4 ,

Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1938.
Runners-up: 1900, 1902, 1903, 1906, 1939, 1969.
Lancashire League Championship: 1932-33, 1933-34, 1934-35,
1936-37, 1938-39.

Runners-up: 1913-14, 1929-30, 1939-40, 1969-70.
Lancashire Challenge Cup Winners: 1931, 1934, 1935, 1936,
1 9 7 2 .

Runner-up: 1929, 1938, 1973, 1974, 1975, 1988, 1990.
Premiership Trophy Runners-up: 1976.
John Player Special Trophy Runners-up: 1972-73.
BBC2 Floodlit Cup Winners: 1974-75.
Centenary First Division Championship: 1995-96.
Division One Championship: 1996.
Division Two Championship: 1990-91.
Division Two Premiership: 1990-91.
Divisional Premiership: 1996.
Lancashire R.U. Championship: 1892-93.

Highest Score: 78-0 v. Liverpool City, February 1907 (also biggest

marginal win).

Highest score against: 6-70 v. Wigan, March 14th 1993.

Highest marginal defeat: 0-65 v. Castleford, April 1st 1990.
Most consecutive wins: 19 -March to September 1933.

Most matches undefeated: 20 (19 wins, Idraw) -March to

September 1933.
Most consecutive defeats: 19 -March to September 1962.

Highest attendance: 28,000 v. Warrington, March 17th, 1951.

G.B. Tourists: P. Charlton, G. Curran, E. Curton, T. Danby C. Dixon,

A. Edwards, J. Feetham, K. Gill, C. Hesketh, B. Hudson, E. Jenkins,
J. Lomas, T. McKinney S. Nash, M. Richards, A.j. Risman, j. Ward,

D. Watkins, WA. Wi l l iams.

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute
1 1



5oo~nr To find out more about Xerox photocopiers return this coupon to: Rank Xerox (L K) Ltd.,
FREEPOST, (HA443I), OXBRIDGE, Middlesex LBS IBR.

Xame (Mr. Mrs. Mts.s. Ms)

J o b t i d e

C o m p a n y

A d d r e s s

dork phone numberP o s t c o d e

not completely happy with your machine,
you can swap it for another at any time
during the first three years you have it.
And with our copiers, during the first
three months, your copying could be free
of charge up to your agreed copy volume.
Ca l l Rank Xe rox f r ee on 0800 787 787
to find ou t mo re . O r r e tu rn t he coupon
by cutting overhead.

At Rank Xerox we don ' t compromise on
quality, but our copiers are excellent value
for money. You can rent adesktop copier
o r amu l t i - f unc t i ona l f ax s t a r t i ng a t
under £10 aweek,* from ahuge range
which extends to sophisticated colour
machines. Plus when you take out aFull
Serv ice Ma in tenance Agreement you ge t
aTotal Satisfaction Guarantee. So if you're

Spc

O l v m p i i

XEROX copier
from £10 aweek,

why not cut your
overheads?

w i t h a

T h e d o c u m e n t C o m p a n y

R A N K X E R O X

*Price based on the Xerox 5314 over afive year rental period and excludes VAT. Model shown is the Xerox 5614. Offer subject to status. Written quotations available on request.
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The Reds opened their account with ahard fought victory over St Helens, who came to the
Willows brimming with confidence after previously thrashing Hull by 40 points to 10.

Tries by Phil Knowles (2], Malcolm Alker and Paul Southern paved the way for the Reds
first victory of the season.

Team: Knowles; Maitland, Hudson, Causer, Ratcliffe; Foran, Alexander; Southern, Alker,
McPherson, Sinfield, Goulding, Burgess. Subs; Napolitano, Cox, Russell, Close

§ W m m W E i W D S C O R E SFIXTURE FOR IWf
P S u b T G D P t s

A l e x a n d e r 4 3 6W e d 5 F e b L e e d s [ C u p ] A 7 . 3 0 L 1 4 - 3 6
W e d 5 F e b H u l l A 7 . 3 0 L 1 0 - 2 6 1 4A l k e r 4

T h u r s 1 3 M a n C a s t l e f o r d A 7 . 3 0 L 1 0 - 4 8 1 2B u r g e s s 3 3

F r i 2 1 M a r S t . H e l e n s H 8 . 0 0 W 1 6 - 8 2 2C a u s e r

T h u r s 2 7 M a r O l d h a m A 7 . 3 0 C l o s e - 1

H 8 . 0 0F r i 4 A p r H a l i f a x C o u s s o n s 1

T h u r l O A p r F e a t h e r s t o n e H 8 . 0 0 C o x 3

A 8 . 0 0F r i l 8 A p r H u l l K . R . F a i m a l o 1

W e d 2 3 A p r W i g a n A 7 . 3 0 4F o r a n 3 1 1

F r i 9 M a y L e e d s H 8 . 0 0 G i r o n e l l a 1

F r i l 6 M a y C a s t l e f o r d H 8 . 0 0 Goulding 3 1
F r i 2 3 M a y S t H e l e n s A 7 . 3 0 Halliwell 1 1

T h u r 2 9 M a y B r a d f o r d A 7 . 3 0 H a n n a n 1

A 8 . 0 0T h u r 5 J u n H u l l 1 3H u d s o n

O l d h a m H 8 . 0 0F r i 2 0 J u n K n o w l e s 3 2 8

Thur 26Jun W a r r i n g t o n A 7 . 3 0 M c K i n t e e 2

T h u r 3 J u l L e e d s A 7 . 3 0 M c P h e r s o n 4

F r i 1 1 J u l B r a d f o r d H 8 . 0 0 M a i t l a n d 3

F r i 1 8 J u l H u l l H 8 . 0 0 M a r s h 3

T h u r 3 1 J u l F e a t h e r s t o n e A 7 . 3 0 3Napoli tano

W a r r i n g t o n H 8 . 0 0F r i 8 A u g R a t c l i f f e 4

F r i l 5 A u g W i g a n H 8 . 0 0 R u s s e l l 1

Thur 21 Aug H u l l K . R . H 8 . 0 0 S i n fi e l d 4

T h u r 2 8 A u g H a l i f a x A 7 . 3 0 S o u t h e r n 4 2 8

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute1 4
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THERE'S
RLWfiYS NEXT
YERR!

JOKE
How many Bears does it take to change
alightbulb?
Two, one to change the bulb and one to '
complain about having asmall squad!

Ah well, you can't win
’em all as they say,
and last Saturday's

match against Saints means that we’ll
have to wait another year for achance to
appear in the Challenge Cup final. I’m
sure you’ll agree though that it was a
great day out, and it really was nice to be
involved in such abig occasion! Icertainly
had some fun out there on the pitch with
Bernard the St Helens mascot , and I

think you should all give yourselves abig
pat on the back for the terrific way you ail
got behind the team [the feathers on the
back of my neck were standing up with
pride at times Ican tell you!].
We got off to aflyer in the Super League
against the Tigers afortnight ago and I’m
sure we’ll bounce back today and show
the Bears that we’ve got what it takes to

fef.il

TODRY'S MRSCOT
The lucky lad with the
honour of leading the
Reds out today is seven
year old Christopher
Ta l b o t f r o m P r e s t w i c h .

C h r i s a t t e n d s S t H i l d a ’ s

Primary School and says
he likes swimming, cycling and watching
the Reds, but of course, that last one

goes without saying, eh Chris? his
favourite player is Nathan McAvoy. Right,
that’s it, all that’s left for me to say now
is have avery happy Easter and enjoy the
day!

D a r e d e v i l D u c k

be real contenders this year! And if their
mascot knows what’s good for him he’ll
watch his step! Otherwise it could be a
duck that’s doing the stuffing for once!

DID YOU KNOW?
It is estimated that there are currently
s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 a n d
150,000 bears throughout the world. In
all but the most isolated and undeveloped
habi ta t a reas, b rown bears have been
e l i m i n a t e d f r o m t h e i r n a t u r a l h a b i t a t . I

suppose it’s no surprise that they sur¬
vived at Watersheddings for as long as
they did then!

i
REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute"



’Survey undertaken by NOP Market Research among 1.000 randomly selected bank customers. Interviews were conducted by telephone between 20 Nov 1996 and 12 Dec
1996. Enquirers must be aged 18 or over. In order to safeguard our customers, certain transactions may require written confirmation. First Direct reserves the right to decline
to open an account for you. First Direct credit facilities are subject to status. For written details of our services write to First Direct, Freepost, Leeds, LS98 2RF. First Direct ,
is adivision of Midland Bank pic. Calls may be monitored and/or recorded. LLOYDS Cheque Account details are based on the Classic Account. The costs comprise fees
of £8 per month. BARCLAYS Cheque Account details are based on the Barclays Bank Account. The costs comprise fees of £5 per month. NAT WEST Cheque Account
details are based on the Current Plus Account. The costs comprise fees of £9 per month. All fees may vary in the future. First Direct variable interest rate for overdrafts
up to £250 is 12.6% EAR. All information based on authorised overdrafts of 5days or more per month and correct at 20 February 1997. Member HSBC Group

Free f rom charges

o B a n k i n g w i t h F i r s t D i r e c t i s f r e e b e c a u s e w e n e v e r
charge Cheque Account customers for everyday banking
transactions, even if you’re overdrawn. And ail our customers
automatical ly receive an overdraft up to £250 -also free
o f a n y f e e s . S o c o m p a r e d t o o t h e r h i g h s t r e e t b a n k
accounts you're better off with First Direct from day one.
We’re amember of the FISBC Group which is one of the
largest banking and financial services organisations in the
world, and in the course of ayear you’ll find we offer more
cost effective current account banking. And the service we
provide means you benefit in many other ways too.

Why pay to
b a n k w h e n

F i r s t D i r e c t

i s f r e e ?

0)

T 3
By te lephone , 24 hou rs aday

We provide the ultimate in convenience. You can bank with us
a t a n y t i m e , 3 6 5 d a y s ( a n d n i g h t s ) o f t h e y e a r ,
from wherever there’s atelephone, in your home, office or car.
And all UK calls are charged at local rates.

Pe rsona l and p ro fess iona l se rv i ce

Every call is answered by our Banking Representatives. They have ail they
need at their fingertips to deal with your day-to-day banking needs. And
w h e n y o u r e q u i r e m o r e s p e c i a l i s e d a s s i s t a n c e , s u c h a s
aloan, they can instantly refer you to someone who can help.

A n n u a l c u r r e n t a c c o u n t c h a r g e s
(annual fees for use of £250 overdraft)

Get t ing cash is easy
£ 1 0 8 . 0 0N a t W e s t C u r r e n t P l u sE v e r y C h e q u e A c c o u n t c u s t o m e r r e c e i v e s t h e

First Direct Card. This allows you to
 withdraw up to £500 aday from over

11,500 cash machines around the UK,
inc lud ing those o f Mid land, i t a lso

Mguarantees cheques for £100 and
** includes the Switch payment facility.

-
Lloyds Class ic £ 9 6 . 0 0■ts'

r t O O O O '

Ba rc lays Bank Account £ 6 0 . 0 0

So is paying bil ls

Our service includes afree bill payment service. Simply call, tell us who
to pay, how much and when, and we do it. This means you can arrange
to pay ail your bills at the most convenient time without the need to keep
having to remember to organise it.

F i rs t D i rec t Cheque Account £ 0 . 0 0

If you’re paying more are you with the right bank?A f u i i b a n k i n g s e r v i c e w i t h m o r e b e n e fi t s

13 0800 24 24 24As well as our Cheque Account we offer saving, borrowing, travel and
insurance services cost effectively by telephone. Take saving; our rates
are always competitive, we offer transfers to and from your Cheque
A c c o u n t . S o y o u r m o n e y i s a l w a y s w o r k i n g h a r d w i t h o u t t h e
need for you to do the same. Call free or complete the coupon and post to:

First Direct, FREEPOST, Leeds, LS98 2RF
M r / M r s / M i s s / M s o r T i t l e

W e w o r k h a r d t o m a i n t a i n t h e s e r v i c e

The best people to demonst ra te the qual i ty o f abank ing serv ice
a r e i t s c u s t o m e r s - 8 7 % * o f o u r s h a v e r e c o m m e n d e d u s t o t h e i r

friends and colleagues in the last 12 months.

S u r n a m e

Forename(s)

Opening an account is easy too UK Add ress

We also appreciate how daunting changing bank accounts can be.
So we make it easy. Easy to open aFirst Direct account, then easy
to arrange for your salary to be paid in and easy for all your standing
orders and direct debits to be transferred to your account. And it’s
easy (and free) to find out more right now. Call us on 0800 24 24 24
or complete the coupon.

P o s t c o d e

Telephone No
“ JL



LYDON COULD
A

FOREIGN COACH
Peter Ferguson, Rugby League correspondent
Daily Mail assesses some of the likely
c a n d i d a t e s t o c o a c h t h e G r e a t B r i t a i n t e a m

h a n d e d t h e u n e n v i a b l e t a s k o f

restoring former glories for
their great rivals Wigan, is
a n o t h e r c a n d i d a t e .

A n d c u r r e n t G r e a t B r i t a i n

coach Ph i l La rder, whose

cont rac t i s due fo r renewal , w i l l

w a n t t o r e m a i n a c a n d i d a t e

despite his demanding role at
Sheffield, if only to rub out the
painful memory of that last ill-
f a t e d L i o n s t o u r t h a t e n d e d i n

three Test defeats by New
Z e a l a n d .

Intriguingly, neither Lindsay nor
Lydon would rule out the
possibility of choosing aforeign
coach when pressed on the day
of Lydon’s own appointment:
‘ W e m u s t l o o k a t t h e b e s t a n d

decide from there’, was Lydon’s
r e a s o n a b l e a s s e s s m e n t o f h i s

first major task.
In which case, St Helens’ coach,

Shaun McRae, comes hurtling
into the equation on the back
of Saints’ historic League and
Cup double last summer to end
Wigan’s long domination of the
d o me s t i c s ce n e .Th e re i s , o f

course, nothing in the rules that
prevents an Australian -or New
Z e a l a n d e r , f o r t h a t m a t t e r -

from taking charge of Lions
affairs on the field, and

gentleman John Monie, almost
an honorary Englishman after
his successful stint at Wigan,
a l s o c o m e s t o m i n d .

McRae was without argument
t h e m o s t s u c c e s s f u l c o a c h i n

Super League last year -the
Championship trophy and
Challenge Cup sparkling on
David Howes’ support role with
A u s s i e s a n d K i w i s a l i k e .

H e h a s d e c l a r e d a n i n t e r e s t -

who wouldn’t? -but most eyes
are focussed on Gregory’s
motivational powers which will
be pushed to the full in June
when his Super League new
boys fly Down Under for tough
games in the opening phase of
the World Club Championship.
Nobody will take agreater
interest in their progress than
Joe Lydon.

uper League’s second
season, off to such a

promising start, will
not only reveal
w h e t h e r w e h a v e

closed the gap in quality that
the Australians have latterly
enjoyed. It will also unveil the
coach who is to be charged
with steering Great Britain’s
i n t e r n a t i o n a l s i d e b a c k t o t h e

pinnacle of the world game in
the next few years.
R F L c h i e f e x e c u t i v e M a u r i c e

Lindsay handed new technical
director Joe Lydon one
overriding priority when the ex-
Wigan ace was appointed
recently: Find us the right man
for the top job.
Salford’s go-ahead coach Andy
Gregory, whose refreshing
approach at 35 has invigorated
his promoted Willows team, has
swiftly emerged as early
favourite to get the nod from
h i s f o r m e r t e a m m a t e E r i c

Hughes, the ex-St Helens coach
w h o m o u l d e d t h e c u r r e n t

S a i n t s t e a m a n d h a s n o w b e e n
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R E D D I S H D E M O L I T I D N

H D L L I N W O O D E N G I N E E R I N G

Engineers. Metal Spraying, Site Welding,
Sheet Metal Turners, Gear Cutting, Cast
Iron Welders. Rubber Rollers. Bearings.

T r a n s m i s s i o n

Busk Road, Ellen Street,
O l d h a m 0 L 9 6 Q Z

Albion House, Under Lane.
Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 7PP

T e l : 0 1 B 1 B B S B B B O

F a x : 0 1 B 1 B B S 5 S 5 2

y o u m u r e

NYNEX savings on telephone bills
and/or how you can see Super

League on Cable TV just ask the
operator

C a l l F R E E o n 0 5 0 0 0 11 4 7 0

W I L L I A M W I L S O N L T D

Electrical, Plumbing, Heating
and Building Supplies

BB5 Ecc les New Road, Sa l fo rd .
M a n c h e s t e r M B 2 B Y

T e l : 0 1 B 1 7 0 7 4 0 4 4
F a x : 0 1 B 1 7 8 7 7 1 0 8

RY L A N D N O RT H W E S T LT D
John St. Warrington, WAS 7UD

T e l : 0 1 9 S 5 B 3 3 S 7 1

nREDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per m i n u t e
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Holgate from Workington and ex-
Oldham prop Ian Sherratt adds to
their pack strength but New
Zealanders David Murray and Stuart
Lester have alot to prove.They
were hardly the kind of signings to
entice the discerning Wigan public
b a c k t o C e n t r a l P a r k .

Tuigamala's departure to Newcastle
is areal blow. Not only was the giant
Western Samoan an awesome figure
o n t h e fi e l d , b u t h e w a s i n s t r u m e n t a l

in generating ahappy dressing-room
atmosphere and hugely popular with
the fans, many of whom feel
betrayed by some of the recent
e v e n t s .

They are probably asking themselves
whether it really is only two years
since Wigan swept the board in such
majestic fashion with aside
containing the now-departed Betts,
Clarke,Tuigamala, Botica, Offiah,
A t c h e s o n , M c D e r m o t t , Q u i n n e l l a n d

Skerrett. It seems much longer.
The off-field wrangling about the
f u t u r e o f C e n t r a l P a r k s e e m s c e r t a i n

to continue, but, as Hughes has
stated, the players are probably
r e l i e v e d t h a t a f f a i r s o n t h e fi e l d a r e

taking precedent once again.
Winning football matches can
change the outlook completely for
Wigan -and that will be the name of
the game for the new-look Warriors.

I a n P r o c t o r c o n t i n u e s h i s

r e v i e w o f t h e s t a t u s o f

Super League clubs as they

progress through the
s e a s o n . T h i s w e e k h e l o o k s

at Wigan and Halifax.

W I G A N W A R R I O R S
F o r t h e fi r s t t i m e i n m o r e t h a n a

decade, Wigan went into aseason
with doubts surrounding their ability
to win the major prizes.The
Challenge Cup has gone, but there is
enough talent at Central Park to
remain among the championship
c h a s e r s .

The longest close-season in history
has been one of rare upheaval at
C e n t r a l P a r k , w i t h t h e i r i m m i n e n t
d e p a r t u r e f r o m t h e w o r l d - f a m o u s
stadium upsetting the fans almost as
much as the departures of long-time
f a v o u r i t e s G r a e m e W e s t a n d S h a u n

Edwards. Joe Lydon,John
Pendlebury and Va'aigaTuigamala
h a v e a l s o l e f t t h e c l u b a n d c o a c h

Eric Hughes must be anxious to add
to adiminishing squad of players.
Hughes is apragmatic coach who
knows the players he wants to
strengthen his side and will be
c o n t e n t t o l e t h i s r e s u l t s d o h i s

talking. After his exit from St
Helens, just over ayear ago, he will
be keener than anyone in the Wigan
camp to wrest the championship
crown from Knowsley Road.
Without being convincing, Wigan
have made awinning start against
H a l i f a x a n d C a s t l e f o r d , b u t t h e G o o d
Friday clash with Saints will tell us
m u c h m o r e a b o u t t h e i r c h a n c e s o f

reclaiming the crown they lost in
1996, after seven years of supremacy.
They will °be desperate to avenge
the Challenge Cup defeat at
Knowsley Road in February.
There is no shortage of talent to
help Hughes in that quest and
Wigan showed, with their
d e m o l i t i o n o f S a i n t s i n t h e

Premiership Final, that, on their day,
they remain the most potent force

in the British game.Their quest in
1997 is to go that step further and
win the World Club Championship
but Wigan will need all their key
players fit and must add some new
faces after the two-year exodus of a
team of champions.
Henry Paul, Jason Robinson, Gary
Connolly and Kris Radlinski all had
busy winters, Radlinski on the Lions
tou r and t he o the rs i n Un ion , and
they are central to the club’s hopes
of success in the summer ahead .

Wigan need this quartet to remain
healthy if they are not to struggle
for depth in the backs and Radlinski
l ooks se t t o t ake ove r a t cen t re f r om

Tuigamala.
Captain Andy Farrell is more
important than ever to Wigan.The
1996 Lions tour skipper, still only 21,
carries enormous responsibility in a
season which presents greater
challenges than ever for
t h e c l u b .

Hughes is amaster at
bringing young talent
through, as he showed
with Saints, and he has an
array of potential stars at his
disposal at Central Park. Watch
out for the progress of Sean i
Long, Paul Johnson, Daryl
Cardiss and Andy Johnson, this j-
summer, expect Craig “
Murdock to be given every
opportuni ty to cement afirst- team
p lace , and l ook f o r t he con t i nued
development of winger Danny
Ellison. Injury-free, Nigel Wright can
also play an important role in the
m o n t h s a h e a d .

Wigan were not idle in the transfer
market, in the off-season.The signing
of England international Stephen

S h a u n

E d w a r d s

2 0



H i r a i n T M i n f fl i nH A L I FA X B L U E S O X
Steve Simms' resignation threw
Halifax into disarray, on the eve of
the Super League campaign, but
their tremendous performance at
Central Park almost brought a
victory and they duly got themselves
off the mark with ahard-fought
home success ove r She ffie ld .

More importantly, they filled the
coaching vacancy with the surprise
appointment of former Thrum Hall
hero John Pendlebury and there is a
feeling that one of the game's quiet
men could just prove to be ashrewd
choice by the Halifax board.
Pendlebury, who was one of the
game's most respected
professionals, has served agood
apprenticeship under some of the
fines t coaches in the bus iness and

will go about his business in typically
no-nonsense fashion. He is fondly
r e m e m b e r e d f r o m t h e s u c c e s s f u l

Chris Anderson-era and his try-
saving tackle in the 1987 Wembley
Final effectively won Halifax the
Cup.
T h e i r 1 8 - 1 6 h o m e d e f e a t o f t h e

Eagles must have come as agreat
relief to the fans, bearing in mind
t h e a w f u l s t a r t w h i c h w r e c k e d t h e i r
hopes of challenging for honours in
1996, but there will be adegree of

anxiety about the
uncharacteristically poor goalkicking
form of points record-breaker John
Schuster. His late penalty miss cost
the side apoint at Wigan and he
again had an off-day against
S h e f fi e l d .

Although Halifax went into the
second Super League season under a
cloud, they look to have astronger
squad than ayear ago when they
failed to win any of their opening
seven league games before battling
to acreditable sixth place.
The signing of former Featherstone
points-machine Martin Pearson
brought an exciting footballer to the
club, and aready-made goalkicking
replacement for Schuster should the
need arise, Wigan prop Kelvin
Sker re t t i s su re to add fi re to the

pack,Welsh international colleague
Daio Powell is abig, strong centre
with alot to prove and Australians
Greg Clarke and David Bouveng
strengthen athree-quarter l ine
w h i c h i n c l u d e s S o u t h S e a I s l a n d e r s

John Schus te r, Asa Amone and Fe re t i
Tuilagi.
Halifax will always score points with
such an array of talent -and that list
d o e s n o t i n c l u d e i n t e r n a t i o n a l

M a r t i n Skerrett front-row should be good
enough to boss most others,
providing the Blue Sox resist the
temptation to release the speedy
dummy-half specialist Rowley, and,
even allowing for the release of Paul
Anderson to the BuMIs, there is hard¬
working Wayne Jackson to keep
them on their toes. Highton,
Gillespie, Perrett, Michael Jackson,
S i m o n B a l d w i n a n d M a r t i n M o a n a

will compete for back-row places
and Pendlebury will surely have
some money for signings.
John Schuster (with IIgoals) and
Mike Umaga (S tries) both set Super
League scoring records in 1996
matches, illustrating Halifax's ability
t o t u r n i t o n w h e n t h e m o o d t a k e s

them. Under their new coach, they
will look for more consistency.
I t w a s a c r e d i t t o S i m m s , a n d t h e
players' refusal to become
d is i l l us i oned , t ha t t he B lue Sox
managed to turn it all around last
year, following their 3rd place finish
in 1995/96, their highest placing
since Chris Anderson guided them
to the title adecade previously. And
in John Pendlebury, they have aman
who actually knows what it is like to
win trophies with Halifax.

winger John Bentley -but defence is
a n o t h e r m a t t e r . T h a t i s t h e a r e a

Pendlebury will look to address.
Home form was aworry, in 1996,
and i t i s a fac t t ha t Ha l i f ax su f f e red
m o r e d e f e a t s a t T h r u m H a l l t h a n o n

their travels, where they had an
impressive record of five wins and a
draw -only Saints,Wigan and
Bradford won more away games and
Ha l i f ax a l so had the sa t i s fac t i on o f

being the only side to win at Odsal.
Hopefully, their impending mid¬
s e a s o n m o v e f r o m T h r u m H a l l t o

the Shay will bring achange of
f o r t u n e s i n h o m e m a t c h e s b e c a u s e

they need to be winning to appease
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l i s t s w h o w i l l b e

mourning their departure from one
of League's most famous old
g r o u n d s .
Simms, who did atremendous job in
his own quiet way, worked hard on
implement ing amuch-needed
production line of young talent,
during his three-year tenure at
T h r u m H a l l , a n d t h e f r u i t s o f t h a t

may begin to appear in 1997. And
John Pendlebury is just the man to
get the best out of the kids itching
for afirst-team chance in Super
League.
Eve ry c l ub needs t he benefi t s o f
youthful, homegrown talent to keep
the dressing-room spirits high and
Halifax certainly showed plenty of
charac te r i n the second-ha l f o f l as t

season, with aside containing Carl
Gillespie, Paul Highton and Mark
Perrett.Already, teenager Chris
C h e s t e r h a s i l l u s t r a t e d w h a t h e c a n

do at stand-off, but injuries sidelined
h i m f o r m u c h o f I 9 9 6 . T h o s e

following in his wake include Mick
Slicker, Danny Seal, Damian
Munro and Craig Dean, the latter
pair having benefited from their
winter tour with the GB Academy
squad in New Zealand.
AKarl Harrison-Paul Rowley-Kelvin

K a r l H a r r i s o n
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J A N U A R Y
Sunday Edwards (2), Laurence, McAvoy, Eccles, Faimalo Watson (5, dg), Laurence 6 4 5 3W o n 3 7 - 3 019 Warrington Wolves (Friendly) Away
F E B R U A R Y

Rogers (3), Lee, Edwards, Sini, Hulme Watson (3), Sini 5 9 3 53 6 - 1 8Castleford Tigers (Challenge Cup 4) Away 3 . 3 0 W o nSunday
Sunday

9

Watson (2)Sin iH o m e 3 . 0 0 W o n 8 - A2 3 Paris St Germain (Challenge Cup 5)
M A R C H

Blakeley (4), Lee (dg)McAvoy (2), Coussons, Forber, Cartwright3 . 0 0 W o n 2 9 - 1 08 Warrington Wolves (Challenge Cup 6) AwaySaturday
4 - 0 C o u s s o n sH o m e 3 . 0 0 W o nSunday

Saturday
16 Castleford Tigers

Blakeley (4)Blakeley, Rogers, McAvoySt Helens (Challenge Cup semi-final) Wigan 3 . 0 0 L o s t 2 0 - 5 02 2

O l d h a m B e a r s H o m e 3 . 0 0Friday
Monday

2 8

H o m e 1 . 0 031 P a r i s S t G e r m a i n

A P R I L
3 . 0 0H a l i f a x B l u e S o x AwaySunday 6

7 . 3 0Sheffield Eagles H o m eFriday
Wednesday

1I

Away 7 . 3 016 S t H e l e n s

3 . 0 02 0 L o n d o n B r o n c o s AwaySunday
Wigan Warriors (TV.) H o m e 7 . 3 0Friday 2 5

M A Y

Saturday 3 Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final
3 . 0 0L e e d s R h i n o s H o m eSunday I I

Away 3 . 3 0Sunday 18 Castleford Tigers
7 . 3 02 2 St Helens (TV.)

O l d h a m B e a r s

H o m eThursday
3 . 0 02 6 AwayMonday

J U N E
H o m e 3 . 0 0Sunday I B r a d f o r d B u l l s

3 . 0 08 A d e l a i d e R a m s AwaySunday
North Queensland Cowboys Away 3 . 0 0Sunday

Sunday

2 2

3 . 0 02 9 Warrington Wolves H o m e

JULY
P a r i s S t G e r m a i n AwayWednesday 2

Away 3 . 0 0Sunday 6 L e e d s R h i n o s

13 B r a d f o r d B u l l sSunday
North Queensland Cowboys H o m e 3 . 0 0Sunday 2 7

A U G U S T

H o m e 3 . 0 0Sunday 3 A d e l a i d e R a m s

3 . 0 010 Warrington Wolves AwaySunday
Away 3 . 0 0Sunday

Friday
Monday

17 Wigan Warriors
7 . 3 02 2 L o n d o n B r o n c o s H o m e

3 . 1 52 5 Sheffield Eagles
H a l i f a x B l u e S o x

Away
3 . 0 0H o m eSunday 31

S E P T E M B E R

7 Premiership
Premiership

Sunday
Sunday 14

Sunday 21 Premiership Final
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W E L L I N G T O N , N E W Z E A L A N D
W I F E : M A R Y A N N E S A V E L I O
C H I L D R E N : A N D R E K E E G A N S A V E L I O

D A T E O F B I R T H I
P L A C E O F B I R T F k
F A M I L Y :

C A R : O N E T H A T Y O U P U S H !
Y O U R N I C K N A M E : L U K E
F A V O U R I T E F I L M : T H E G H O S T A N D T H E D A R K N E S S
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B E S T P L A Y E R A S A T E A M - M A T E : A L L O F T H E M

C A R E E R H I G H L I G H T : R E P R E S E N T I N G S A M O A A N D

BEATING WIGAN 
B I G G E S T I N F L U E N C E O N C A R E E R : W I F E
F A V O U R I T E A W A Y G R O U N D : O L D T R A F F O R D
W O R S T G R O U N D : B A T L E Y
P E R S O N Y O U W O U L D M O S T L I K E T O M E E T : M I C H A E L J O R D A N
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REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute 2 3



n e o f t h e b u z z

phrases in the
Super League is
franchise player.
Basically ,he is the
pin-up whose face

and physique represent aclub in
the business of selling and
marketing. At Bradford Bulls all
t h e c r i t e r i a o f t h e f r a n c h i s e

player are fulfilled by the
instantly recognisable, infinitely
talented, sickeningly good
looking and extremely
personable Robbie Paul. See
h im on ab rochu re cove r, wa tch
his feats of daring, drool at him
in the flesh, hear him on radio
a n d t e l e v i s i o n .

L o n d o n B r o n c o s ’ f r a n c h i s e

player is, for obvious reasons,
the prodigious, sweet-talking,
slick running Martin Offiah. St
H e l e n s h a v e B o b b i e “ S a i n t B o b ”

Goulding,Warrington are
cultivating young Paul
Sculthorpe and Wigan had

Bobbie Goulding

f a c e o f

Wigan. He
w a s t h e f a c e o f

Super League
itself. Forget the
£750,000 Wigan
r e c e i v e d f o r h i m .

Instead, imagine the
money he could have
brought into the game if he
h a d r e m a i n e d a n d b e e nTHE

FRANCHISE
PLAYER3

loaning of players to Union for
part of the winter.The
names of Jason Robinson, Gary
Connolly and Henry Paul are
now inde l ib l y p r in ted on
m i l l i o n s m o r e m i n d s . T h e

d i f ference is that they came
back and Tuigamala, despite a
best-forgotten swansong in the
Challenge Cup at St Helens, did
n o t .

By Christopher Irvine,
Rugby League Correspondent,

T h e T i m e s

Va’aigaTuigamala. Imagine
Chicago Bulls getting rid of
Michae l Jo rdan , o r Manches te r
United selling Ryan Giggs.
Tuigamala was more than the

p r o p e r l y m a r k e t e d .
Inga is now the face of
Newcastle Rugby Union Club.
There always appeared to be a
double-edged sword to Wigan’s

2 4



N e w c a s t l e w e r e n o t a c t i v e

pursuers of Inga’s signature
initially. Indeed, when Rob
Andrew, t he Fa l cons ’ d i rec to r o f
Rugby, first encountered Inga in
Ireland playing for Western
Samoa, i t was not him he had

gone to see but Pat Lam.The
fault Wigan made, according to
Andrew, was in allowing Inga a

get amore dedicated or skillful
individual. He is the perfect
player, the perfect gentleman.
M o r e o v e r h e i s t h e G r e a t

Britain captain.Yet compared
with the national profile of Phil
de Glanville, the England Union
captain, Farrell might as well be
skipper of asecond division
foo tba l l t eam. B lame the med ia ,

blame the game. Slowly,
however, things are changing as
the perception of Rugby League
a l t e r s .

London.The distant days when
a n i n t e r v i e w I h a d d o n e w i t h

Denis Betts brought the
response, “Denis who?” appear,
mercifully, to be at an end.
These are players who pass the

yes, heard of him, seen him,
l i k e h i m ” t e s t - b o t h P a u l s ,
Goulding, Offiah, Edwards,
Rob inson, Far re l l , Conno l ly,
New love , C rooks , Schofie ld .

Then there is the “yes. Ithink I
know h im, wou ld l i ke to know
more” category -Perelini,
Sullivan, Sculthorpe, Joynt,
Radlinski, Nickle, Cunningham,
Platt. And finally, there is the

never heard of him, should I
k n o w h i m ? ” b r a c k e t - b o t h

Hulmes, both Morleys, Spruce,
Bradley, Lowes, Martyn,
Blackmore, McAvoy, Cassidy,
e t c . . .

Afew players in Rugby League -
far too few -manage to cross
t h e R u b i c o n a n d b e c o m e

household names. Among these
is Goulding, the cheekie
chappie, the loveable rogue, the
angel with adirty face, in other
words, Rugby League’s Gazza.
Significantly, Goulding made his
crossover during the 1995
World Cup, based on his
spontaneous brilliance. Unlike
Ellery Hanley, you can never
stop Goulding talking, but both
are instantly recognisable as
League players to their
b o o t s t r a p s .
O v e r t h e s e a s o n m o r e f r a n c h i s e

players will be developed by
clubs, based on their ability,
personality and, naturally, their
good looks. Whether they can
e l i c i t t h e e x c i t e m e n t o f a

female spectator at Bradford,
who con fessed to cons tan t l y

replaying avideo of amatch in
which hal f Robbie Paul ’s

backside was briefly
exposed, is, arguably, the
a c i d t e s t .

( i

My yardstick is my office in

< 4

Andy Farrell

taste of his former game.
Representing Samoa was the
hook, and with Sir John Hall’s
millions backing him, Andrew
reeled Inga in.
Andy Farrell is now Wigan’s
franchise player.You could not
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FOR PEACE, POWER, BALANCE AND HANDLING -
YOU CAN’T BEAT THE NEW MGF FROM HORNERS

THE STUNNING
NEW MGF

FROM <189.50
P E R M O N T H

13.4% APR
* P L U S D E P O S I T & F I N A L P A Y M E N T

L I F E S T Y L E I N D I C A T I V E
F I N A N C E E X A M P L E M G F 1 . 8 i

Cash price** £17,440.00, Deposit (40%) £6,976.00,
Amount financed £i 0,464.00,

24 Monthly paymentsf £189.50,
Guaranteed minimum future value): £10,400.00,

Final payment £8,320.00,
Guaranteed Equity £2,080.00,
Charge for credit £2,462.75,
Total payable £19,902,75, APR

(Inc. Admin, and Sales Agency fee)CONTACT OUR M.G. SPECIALISTS DAVID BAILEY OR MARTIN DUNLOP ON 0161 789 5141

H O R N E R S
Credit available to anyone aged 18 or over, subject

to status (a guarantee may be required).
fAn admin i s t ra t i on fee o f £47 .00 and asa les agency

fee of £11.75 are added to the first payment.
^Prov ided that the veh ic le has not exceeded the

agreed mileage and is in good condition.
Example assumes annual mileage upto 6,000 miles.

Car shov/n for illustration purposes only.
W r i t t e n q u o t a t i o n s a v a i l a b l e o n r e q u e s t .

J U N C T I O N 2
M 6 0 2

E C C L E S ● I V I A N C H E S T E R

WELLINGTON RD, ECCLES, MANCHESTER (̂2) MM*ECCLES

M 6 0 2

0 1 6 1 - 7 8 9 5 1 4 1
O P E N : M O N . - F R I . 8 . 3 0 a m - 7 p m ●S AT. 9 a m - 5 . 3 0 p m ●S U N . I 0 a m - 5 . 3 0 p m
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It has been asuper start to Super League for Salford
Academy 2wins from 2games, against top j j y
opposition, leaves Salford heading the league table, *f
Last season’s Cup winners Castleford and League
runners up St Helens have been humbled by the
Super Red Youngsters 24-18 and 26-20 respectively
in recent games.

SALFORD REDS (24) vCASTLEFORD TIGERS(18)
1 6 t h M a r c h 1 9 9 7

TRIES GOfiLS Robert Russell [4]L e e H u d s o n

Warren Vickery
N e i l K i l s h a w
L e w i s W a t e r v v o r t h

Two Academy players meet the Duck
ST HELENS (20) vSALFORD REDS (26)
2 3 r d M a r c h 1 9 9 7

TRIES GOfILS Robert Russell (3)Mark Jones (3)
L e e H u d s o n
L u k e V i n c e n t

PUfYER PROFILE

J o n a t h a n F i s h e r

1 0 / 1 0 / 7 9
Billinge
F i e s t a

N A M E :
DATE OF BIRTH:
P L A C E O F B I R T H :
C A R :
N I C K N A M E :
F A V O U R I T E F I L M :

FAVOURITE POP SINGER/GROUP: The Lighthouse Family
F A V O U R I T E F O O D :
F A V O U R I T E D R I N K :
BEST HDLIDAY RESORT:
L A S T B O O K R E A D :

WHICH TEAM DID YOU SUPPORT Wigan
A S A Y O U N G M A N :
E A R L Y R L H E R O E S :
B E S T P L AY E R A S T E A M M AT E :
C A R E E R H I G H L I G H T :
BIGGEST INFLUENCE ON CAREER: Mum, Dad, sisters and brother
W O R S T G R O U N D :

PERSON YOU WOULD MOST LIKE Mike Tyson
T O M E E T :

F i s h

Speed

P a s t a
L i l t

Maga lu f
Laurie and Clyde

Wally Lewis
N e i l K i l s h a w

Playing for Salford, Touring Russia

Watershedd ings

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute 2 7



I N T H E T H I R D O F H I S W E E K L Y I N T E R V I E W S W I T H T H E M E N W H O M A K E

THINGS HAPPEN IN SUPER LEAGUE. SKY'S IAN PROCTOR MEETS THE
R U G B Y F O O T B A L L L E A G U E ' S B R O A D C A S T M A N A G E R D A V E C A L L A G H A N .

provided by BBC Radio Five Live),
and it goes without saying, that
BSkyB's television coverage has
been right out of the top drawer.
I t m a k e s a l l t h e h a r d w o r k

worthwhile when you see the
game receiving the exposure it
deserves and, while there's always
alot more to be done, we're
heartened by the improvement.

S U M M E R . D O E S T H A T M E A N
R U G B Y L E A G U E W I L L

R E C E I V E M O R E E X T E N S I V E
M E D I A C O V E R A G E T H A N

E V E R B E F O R E ?

A I ' v e d e s c r i b e d t h e 1 9 9 7 s e a s o n

as awindow of opportunity in the
publicity stakes for rugby league,
Ian, and we've got some exciting
times ahead. I've been approached
by aPR company who will be
acting for the Austral ian cr icket
team and they want to come and
watch some Super League
matches -so there is aprobable
l ink-up, there, part icularly when

Q W H A T A B O U T M E D I A
C O V E R A G E O F T H E F I R S T

A N D S E C O N D D I V I S I O N S ?
QDAVE, AS THE RFL'S
B R O A D C A S T M A N A G E R

W H A T I S Y O U R B R I E F ?
AThe appo in tmen t o f Bob Sco t t ,
as general manager for the First
a n d S e c o n d d i v i s i o n c l u b s i s b o u n d

to improve things in that
respect and he'll work with
the RFL staff to get more
exposure for the professional
game below Super League
level. His appointment will be
a b o n u s a n d t h e f a c t t h a t

BSkyB have indicated that
they will cover some lower
division matches, later in the
season, will be helpful in
raising the overall profile of the
g a m e .

There is plenty of interest at First
a n d S e c o n d d i v i s i o n l e v e l a s t h e

a t t e n d a n c e s f o r t h e S i l k C u t P l a t e

s e m i - fi n a l s i l l u s t r a t e d . A r e d u c e d

capacity at Naughton Park
prevented an even bigger audience
watching the Widnes-Hunslet t ie ,
a n d a c r o w d o f o v e r 5 0 0 0 a t H i l t o n

Park hints at aresurgence of
interest in Leigh, one of the
game's hotbed areas.The two
Humberside clubs are stirring and
ano the r t r emendous p romo t i on
battle is in prospect in both of the
l o w e r d i v i s i o n s . T h e r e i s r e a l

competition right throughout the
three divisions, in fact. Super
League was described as a‘brash
concept' by one Sunday
newspaper and by it's very nature
i t i s b o u n d t o a t t r a c t m o s t o f t h e
a t t e n t i o n .

AThe brief is awide-ranging one
- t o l i a i s e w i t h a l l b r a n c h e s o f t h e

media, -and it's something Ifeel
well qualified to do being a
journalist by profession and having
spent 18 years with the BBC on
the electronic media. I'm working
with the editors and journalists in
the print media and with
producers and broadcasters in
t e l e v i s i o n a n d r a d i o a n d

thoroughly enjoy ing i t .The hours
are long, of course, and it can be
difficult at times, but you expect
t h a t w i t h t h e l e v e l o f i n t e r e s t

being shown in Super League Two.
The season has got off to a
t r e m e n d o u s s t a r t a n d w e ' r e

pleased with the way it has been
covered by all branches of the
media, in the opening weeks.

MOVERS
ONE ONE

the World Club Championship
matches are under way.
The really encouraging factor is
t h a t m o r e a n d m o r e r a d i o s t a t i o n s

-and not just the ones you'd call
hard-core like Radio Leeds, GMR,

Radio Merseyside -are turning to
rugby league. For instance, we now
have aregular spot on Talk Radio
(1053/1089mw), which is London
based and has a3-hour sports
forum which goes out to the
nation each night between 7-
I0pm.They in te rv iewed me

several times, on issues of the day
or week, and we're now getting a
regular Friday night spot looking
forward to the evening game on
Sky and getting personalit ies along
for interviews. Barry Maranta was
on for an hour, last week, and did a
fantastic job in promoting Super
League generally and London
Broncos in particular. It's all very
encouraging when you see the
sport broadening its horizons in
t h i s m a n n e r .

Q H O W D I D Y O U V I E W T H E
M E D I A C O V E R A G E O F T H E

O P E N I N G R O U N D O F S U P E R
L E A G U E M A T C H E S ?

AWe were particularly pleased
with the showing we received in
the press, espcially in some of the
broadsheets, probably our best
exposure for a long t ime.The
game's trade papers -League
Express and Rugby Leaguer -both
made the point that the coverage
was abig improvement and we
checked our cuttings library back
to ayear ago, at the launch of
Super League, and the this year's
coverage was up by as much as
5 0 % . W e ' v e h a d t r e m e n d o u s

coverage on radio (on the local
stations and the in-depth coverage

Q W E D O N ' T H A V E T H E
OLYMPICS ORA MAJOR
F O O T B A L L C H A M P I O N S H I P

T O C O M P E T E W I T H T H I S

2 8



AJon Wi l l iams, the morn ing news
and sports editor at Channel Five,
is my former boss at BBC Look
North and he was the biggest
supporter of the game on that
station. He worked hard to get
rugby league featured on Look
North every night, even if it was
on ly a I -minute news i tem.
We recent ly had ameet ing in
London and they are going to take
some BSkyB pictures under the
news access agreement for
Monday morning's sports round-
up.They're also planning features,
with the Silk Cut Challenge Cup
Final looming, and part icularly
k e e n o n t h e c h a r a c t e r s a t t h e

London Broncos. I th ink they ' l l
give us afair coverage.Dave Ca l laghan

Q T H E W O R L D C L U B
C H A M P I O N S H I P R E P R E S E N T S

A M A J O R B O N U S F O R
P L A Y E R S A N D F A N S . H O W

W I L L Y O U C O P E W I T H T H E
A N T I C I P A T E D M E D I A

EXPLOSION IN JUNE AND
JULY?

&SHAKERS
DAVE CALLAGHAN

AWe're going to really focus
media attention on this unique
competition as soon as the Silk
Cut Chal lenge Cup competi t ion is
completed at Wembley on 3May.
We shall be stepping up the
promot ion of th is compet i t ion and
there may be another mini- launch,
plus news conferences throughout
the period when the matches are
under way. It's going to be avery
h e c t i c t i m e f o r u s a n d w i t h t h e

Austral ian superstars coming over,
always keen to assist in promoting
the game, the publicity
bandwagon wil l go into overdrive.
I ' d l o v e t o s e e s o m e o f o u r

excel lent wri ters doing features on
the great Australian players and
personalit ies who wil l be arriving
on these shores shortly. Several
A u s t r a l i a n r a d i o s t a t i o n s a r e

sending broadcasters to England
and that wil l prove amassive
logistic exercise. We're also
anticipating many of Fleet Street 's
leading sports feature wri ters
coming along to these matches
and we're confident that they' l l
see the game in anew whole new
l i g h t .

Q H O W D O Y O U y i E W T H E
G A M E ' S P R E S E N T - D A Y I M A G E ?

and that we're working hard to
extend i t beyond our northern
s t rongho ld .AWel l the old c loth-cap image is

gone completely and we're
appeal ing to ayounger audience
wi th agreater number of females
at tend ing matches .The open ing
Super League game at Odsal
showed that matchdays can be
vibrant, modern and exci t ing - fun.
T h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t w a s s e c o n d - t o -

none, on and off the field, and the
15,000 crowd endorsed that fact.
Young people I've spoken to at
Bradford Bulls' games have
actually said that they don't mind
t o o m u c h i f t h e B u l l s l o s e b e c a u s e

it's the occasion that is the thing.
They just love the night out at
Odsal.That 's wonderful, because i t
means those supporters are not
merely hooked by the fact that
the Bulls are winning.To have
people in the ground from 6-
9 .30pm rep resen ts a t remendous
evening 's enter ta inment and more
and more people in Bradford have
realised that fact. People now
accept that we have agreat sport

Q W H AT I S T H E S TAT E O F
P L A Y W I T H R E G A R D T O
M E D I A C O V E R A G E O F R U G B Y
L E A G U E A T T H E M O M E N T ?

AL ike many o thers , I 'm work ing
all hours, but when you see
progress being made, it's all very
rewarding. Newspapers are
starting to cover the game in
greater detail, the column inches
are improving, television coverage
on BSkyB is absolutely first-class,
t h e B B C h a v e d o n e a w o n d e r f u l

job in giving the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup games an even
bigger feel' to them in I997, and
the fact that Sky have taken the
compet i t ion , as asecondary
b r o a d c a s t e r , a r o u s e s e v e n m o r e
interest for the sport. I think we've
got to be upbeat about the
coverage we're receiving in the
press and across the airwaves.

Q C H A N N E L 5 I S L A U N C H E D
AT T H E E N D O F M A R C H . A R E
THERE PLANS TO WORK
W I T H T H E M ?

2 9



R E D D I S H D E M O L I T I O N L T D .

A L B I O N H O U S E

U N D E R L A N E

C H A D D E R T O N ●

O L D H A M O L 9 7 P P

B L U E S O XH A L I FA V

Vii h a l i f a x i

iR . L . F . C .

SALFORD REDS

S u n d a y A p r i l 6 t h 1 9 9 7
Kick off 3.00pm

Entertainment from 12.45pmK i d s . ®
S e e t h e b i g

g a m e f o r j u s t
^ £ 1 : :

W i t h t h i s v o u c h e r

This voucher will admit One junior (under 16) to the

ground for the above game for £1. It is valid ONLY at
turnstile 9(Thrum Hall Lane). Note there is no facility

to move around the ground once inside. One voucher

per Junior. No photocopies.

Halifax RLFC reserve the right to refuse admission.
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Calling Reds fans! If you want to keep bang up to date with all the Reds
news this season, then nnake sure you call.the Reds Hotline on

0 8 9 1 4 4 0 0 1 6 ^
This is the only official line of the Salford Reds, and the only line where

you’ll hear [Andy Gregory] and all the the Reds stars speaking
exclusively. And it’s the only hotline where the club benifits from your
call -every time you dial the Reds Hotline, you’re helping your club.

Nigel Pearson is the new presenter of the Reds Hotline this season,
and he guarantees that the line will feature all the top stories, star

interviews and exclusive inside news from your favourite club. The all-
new hotline is updated every day, so if you want to be the first to hear

the latest Reds news, there’s only one place to go -the Reds Hotline on
^ 0 8 9 1 4 4 0 0 1 6 ^

Give it acall today -you won’t be disappointed !
(calls charged at 50p per minute]
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REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute 3 1



Tinker Tailor Soldier...
RUGBY lEAGUE PLAYER
Ray French, BBC Rugby League Correspondent

players.”
A s t h e S h a r k s ’ l o o s e f o r w a r d

implies, the standards of fitness,
strength, and speed in the Super
League continue to rocket away
f r o m t h o s e i n t h e l o w e r d i v i s i o n s .

Indeed, such has been the
advance, it is difficult to see how
any team languishing in Division
One for too long can ever make
up the lost ground.
Are we heading for adivisional
system where promotion and
relegation prove difficult to
reconcile, if the promoted are
soon to be sent packing every
t w e l v e m o n t h s ?

Heaven forbid! But the gap
between Super League and the
F i r s t D i v i s i o n w i l l c o n t i n u e t o

grow if the part -timer is forced
to compete with the full time pro.

Time was, when abutcher, a
baker, or even acandlestick maker
could don aSt Helens, Wigan, or
Bradford jersey and reach for the
top.Time was, when the coal
m i n e r a t C a s t l e f o r d , F e a t h e r s t o n e ,
o r W a k e fi e l d c o u l d ‘ c l o c k o f f ’ f r o m

his afternoon shift below ground
and continue his exertions training
under the floodlights at Wheldon
R o a d , P o s t O f fi c e R o a d , o r B e l l e
V u e .

Now, where once league legends
Brian McTigue, Neil Fox, and Mai
Reilly combined both work and
play, their modern counterparts
Neil Cowie, Paul Newlove, and

excitement, the appeal, and
spectacle of rugby league.
Able to prepare in the
gymnasium, on the track, on the
pitch, in the swimming pool, and
even in the boxing ring five days a
w e e k f o r t h e m a t c h a t t h e

weekend, the modern player is a
far different specimen to the
majority of those of yesteryear.
If you don’t believe me, take a
glance at Bradford Bulls’ awesome
threequar ter l ine -Paul Loughl in ,
Danny Peacock, Graeme Bradley,
and Jon Scales -and put yourself
in the opposition line up.
At acombined weight of over
sixty stones, the Bulls’ quartet
must surely be the biggest and
strongest foursome ever to be on
duty in the same team.
N o w o n d e r F i r s t D i v i s i o n H u l l

skipper, Gary Divorty, following his
t e a m ’ s 5 4 - 6 e x i t f r o m t h e S i l k

Cut Challenge Cup at the
hands o f S t , He lens ,

highlighted the ever
widening gulf between the
full time Saints’ pros and
the, as yet, part timers from
H u m b e r s i d e .

“ S a i n t s w e r e f a r f a s t e r a n d

stronger than we were and
that comes of being full
time players.” It came as
quite ashock to the Hull
players for we had worked
h a r d a n d f e l t w e c o u l d

compete with Saints. It is
difficult for part t ime
players now to meet the full
time pro on equal terms.
T h e f a c i l i t i e s a t t h e

B o u l e v a r d a r e i d e a l f o r

Super League but, if we
gained entry to it, the first
priority would have to be a
plan for afull time squad of

Graeme Bradley and
Paul Loughlin, two of the
Bulls awesome threequarter line3 ;r
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P a u l N e w l o v e

a n e w

professional

Steve McNamara are only too well
aware that their play is their work.
For the advent of Super League
has produced and provided for a
n e w b r e e d o f f o o t b a l l e r - t h e f u l l

time professional player. And what
adifference they make to the

3 2
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Contract Hire Company. Prpvid
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H e i f T s m a i r

well they're the team and the
deserve the very
best support too!

Leaders iri^ontract Hire
T e l 0 1

F a x 0 1 3 M 7 3 3 1 0 8
BRITISH CAR CONTRACTS

AMember of NatWest Group
● /

Century House ♦100 Stratford Road ●Shirley *West Midlands B90 33
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WHY NOT BE AN AGENT, IF YOU CAN GET JUST 10 MEMBERS ON YOUR L IST
Y O U W I L L R E C E I V E : r ~ i

/ W ~ " ,

AFREE MATCH TICKET FOR EVERY HOME LEAGUE GAME
10% COMMISSION TO SAVE FOR HOLIDAYS, XMAS,OR TO TAKE EACH WEEK
ASHARE IN BIG PRIZES WON BY YOUR MEIVBERS ^
DISCOUNT AVAILABLE ON ALL THE CLUB SOUVENIRS AND CLOTHING. IE
R E P L I C A S H I R T S E T C

1
2
3
4

/
RWEE^
K g j ^ t r y ? ^

.ONLY
n o t

Alucky birthdate could win afantastic payout with the Golden Bond unique birthday
membership system. Simply use abirthdate as alucky membership numbers. You

must only use asix digit number ie 21-11-56.

B I R T H D A T E N O
1
2
3

4
5
6
7
8
9
1 0

NGENTS DETAILS

N A M E :
A D D R E S S :

P O S T C O D E :
T E L N O :

WIN THOUSfiNDS OF £s
ONLY £1 PER WEEK

If you are interested and need further information, please call in at the pools
office at the front of the club, or give us aring on 0161 736 6564

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute3 4



*Remember if you become an agent you get lots
□ f b e n i fi t s i n c l u d e s a F R E E S E A S O N T I C K E T.

M r J B r o o k s w o n £ 6 9 0

YOU COULD BE NEXT TO WIN ONE OF OVER 50 FANTASTIC PRIZES WITH
£1,000’s IN CASH TO BE GIVEN AWAY.

W I N
T H E C H A N C E T O E N T E R T H E FA M O U S G R A B - A - G R A N D M A C H I N E O R N O M I N AT E P E R H A P S A S A L F O R D

PLAYER TO DO THE GRABBING FOR YOU. UP TO £1 ,□□□ IN CASH

W I N
UP TO £200 EVERY DAY OF THE WEEK. THAT’S ANOTHER £1.000 TO BE WON EACH WEEK

W I N
O V E R 5 0 O T H E R FA N TA S T I C C O N S O L AT I O N S P R I Z E S E A C H W E E K . D R AW S E V E RY D AY F O R P R I Z E S O F

£20, £10 AND THE CHANCE TO BECOME AMILLIONAIRE

JOIN NOW
S I M P LY C O M P L E T E B E L O W - O N LY £ 1 P E R W E E K

● k k U N I Q U E

— l O n e ^

* *

N A M E :
A D D R E S S :

S T A N D I N G O R D E R
If you wish to pay by standing order please complete below

o f
t h e

Y O U R B A N K D E T A I L S

P O S T C O D E :
T E L N O :

Bank Sort CodeT o

A d d r e s s

m o r e a t t r a c t i v e f a c i l i t i e s a v a i l a b l e t o m e m b e r s

is the ability to select your own membership
number which can be any six digit number
such as an important date or occasion for
instance your birthday, anniversary i.e. [21
Nov 1956 ] =21 -11 -56

P o s t c o d e

S T A N D I N G O R D E R

Please pay to 60-22-46 National Westminster Bank,
Waikden Branch, for credi t to ; -
The Golden Bond Weekly Draw Account No. 42236878

T h e S u m o f :
FOUR POUNDS THIRTY THREE PENCE MONTHLY (£4.33)

COMMENCING: Immediately

I F Y O U R E Q U I R E A N Y F U R T H E R

INFORMATION OR AGENCY DETAILS, PLEASE
C O N TA C T T H E O F F I C E O N

(Account Name)F r o m

A c c o u n t N o

Signed

0 1 6 1 7 3 6 6 5 6 4 Bank Use Only -Please quote reference

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute 3 5



A

ESTP 1 8 6 5

r / r X n '
V

B I T T E R -

T A S T E T H E A C T I O N



Stones m u

COMMENTARY I
IN ASSOCIATION WITH STONES BIHER

Sponsors welcome
n e w s e a s o n

f\ /
As we embark on the new season, Stones is delighted to welcome you to
the second year of its sponsorship of the Stones Super League.

The Stones Super League last year was marked by some explosive
action on the pitch and significantly increased attendances. The 1996
season put the sport on aworld stage where it belongs, as St. Helens
clinched the Stones Super League title from Wigan on the last day of the
s e a s o n .

1997 is sure to be atruly exciting season as St. Helens try to replicate
their success closely contested by rivals Wigan, Bradford Bulls and
London Broncos. Newly promoted Salford Reds should not be
underestimated as they set out to make their mark on the Stones Super
League.

The forthcoming season provides us at Stones with the opportunity to
build on the success of 1996, support will continue for the prestigious
Stones Gold Awards and the Stones Premiership Finals at Old Trafford
on Sunday, September 28th.

Iam sure you will join me in wishing ail of the teams the best of luck
for the 1997 Stones Super League season.

/

the
eat Stones
Giveaway

To mark the kick off of the season, we
have 20 limited edition Stones Super
League T-shirts to give away. All you
have to do is answer the simple
question below and complete the
coupon provided or send the answer
with your name and address on a
postcard to the promotional address.
There are 20 T-shirts to be won:

(̂ alcAarcl SUiomp̂ ofi/ Who came 3rd in the Stones Super
League title in ‘96?Sponsorship Manager Bass Brewers Ltd.

WHAT AM I? I Send your entry to: The Stones Super League T-shirt competition, PO Box 56
I Horsforth, Leeds LS18 5UU, to arrive no later than 07.04.97. Winners will be

informed by 14th April. To obtain alist of winners please send an SAE to the
promotional address.

Answer :

Name:

Address:

Daytime Tel:
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N o p l a y e r s A p p s u b t r i e s g o a l s d g p t s I'-i-M.;

1 . J a s o n L a u r e n c e

2. Fata Sini^
3. _Scot^Naylor
A. Nathan McAvoy
5 . D a r r e n R o g e r s
6 . S t e v e B l a k e l y
7. Mark Lee
8 . A n d y P l a t t _
9 . P e t e r E d w a r d s

10. _CliH Eccles 
1 1 . P a u l F o r b e r

12. John Cartwright
13. Craig^ RandaJJ
1 4 . S c o t t m a r t i n

1

5 2 1 1 0
5

3 1 25
1 65 4

3 1 8 2 0
4 1 1 5
4
5 1 4
5
5 1 4
5 1 4
2 2

4
1 5 . D a v i d H u l m e 3 1 1 4
1 6 . L o k e n i S a v e l i o 4

1 7 . A n d y B u r g e s s
1 8 . I a n W a t s o n 3 2 5 1 0
1 9 . P a u l S o u t h e r n 1
2 0 . P h i l K n o w l e s

2 1 . P h i l C o u s s o n s 4 2 8
2 2 . I a n B l e a s e
23. Esene Fa imalo 5
2 4 . P e t e r M a i t l a n d

Up to and including st Helens (Challenge cup semi-final]

RESULTS IN DETRILi d W H

S t H e l e n s 5 0 S a l f o r d r e d s 2 0
Sa tu rday Ma rch 22nd 1997

Silk Cut Cup Semi Final (at Wigan)

S t I 4 m Prescott (t); Arnold Hunte (St), Newlove, Sullivan (3t) Martyn (gj^^
Briers (Bg) Perelini, Cunningham (t) O'Neill, Joynt (t) Morley, Hammond

], Matautia (ForS u b s i t u t e s Pickavance (For
Northey (For ] , McVey (For ]

Salford Reds; Rogers (t) Sini, Nayler, NcAvoy (t) Coussons; Blakeley (t4g) Watson
Platt Edwards Eccles Forber Cartwright Hulme
Martin (For Watson] Randall (For Cartwright)
Savelio (For Platt] Faimalo (For Hulme)

]

S u b s i t u t e s

Halftime 14-4 attendance 12,580 Referee S.Cummings

REDS HOTLINE: 0891 440016 calls charged at 50p per minute3 8
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S fi L F O R D
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ST HELENS

22ND MfiRCH 1997
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ROBINSONSIAT Sheffield Eagles on 28 August
1992. Nine days later he
m a r k e d h i s f u l l d e b u t o n t h e

wing with abrillant solo try in
ashock home defeat by Hull.

B U M P E R
E A S T E R E G G
Easter has always brought the
crowds rolling in and Super
League can expect another
bumper turn out this weekend
despite some fixture
disruption caused by the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup semi-final
b e t w e e n B r a d f o r d B u l l s a n d

L e e d s R h i n o s .

Just over 93,000 turned up for
the dozen holiday games last
season with 46,345 on Good

Raymond Fletcher, Co-author of the Rothmans
Rugby League Yearbook
Jason Robinson’s vital try in
Wigan Warriors’ win at
Castleford Tigers last Sunday
left him needing just one for a
career century of touchdowns.
The 22-year-old winger has
scored 92 tries for Wigan plus
t w o f o r G r e a t B r i t a i n a n d fi v e

for England in atotal of 169
m a t c h e s .

Billy Whizz” is the joint

holder of the Super League
m a t c h r e c o r d w i t h fi v e

touchdowns in Wigan’s 68-14
d e f e a t o f h i s h o m e t o w n c l u b

Leeds last August and has
s c o r e d fi v e o t h e r h a t - t r i c k s .

An outstanding half-back with
Hunslet Parkside Juniors,
Robinson has played mostly on
the wing since first appearing
for Wigan as asubstitute at

Q U I Z
< <

I W h o s c o r e d t h e fi r s t e v e r

try in Super League?
W h i c h t w o t e a m s b e a t

St.Helens in Super League
l a s t s e a s o n ?

Who were Workington
Town’s only two Super
League wins against last
s e a s o n ?

Who was Super League’s
top tryscorer last season?
Who played at Wembley in
1 9 9 6 b u t n e v e r s t a r t e d a

Super League match?
Which four Super League
clubs never played outside
t h e o l d D i v i s i o n O n e ?

Which player scored in the
most Super League
m a t c h e s l a s t s e a s o n ?

Which English coach gained
the h ighes t Super League
place last season?
Which British Super
League club did not have a
player in the 1996 Lions
squad?
How many drawn Super
League matches were

t h e r e l a s t s e a s o n ?

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10



CHASES TRY CENTURY
Friday and 46,683 at the
Easter Monday and Tuesday
m a t c h e s .

The top crowd was 15,883 for
t h e t r a d i t i o n a l S t . H e l e n s ’ v .

a t C e n t r a l P a r k .

Unfortunately, crowd limits
m e a n t h e a t t e n d a n c e w i l l n o t

approach the 47,747
who packed the Wigan ground
on Good Friday in l959.That’sWigan Good Friday clash and

that is expected to be still arecord for any League
surpassed for this year’s duel m a t c h .

I n t e r n a t i o n a l r i v a l h o o k e r s

James Lowes of Bradford Bulls
a n d S t . H e l e n s ’ K e i r o n

Cunningham were the top
tryscoring forwards in the first
Super League season. Each
d a s h e d i n f o r I I t o u c h d o w n s .

Their scoring rivalry continued
o n t h e B r i t i s h L i o n s t o u r w i t h

both grabbing two
touchdowns. And they are level
pegging again this season with
just one each.

O f t h e d o z e n c o a c h e s w i t h

first team posts when Super
League was launched ayear
ago only seven remain. But it’s
nothing new. Over the last 20
years almost 300 first team
coaches have come and gone!
The longest-serving coach is
John Joyner, who has been at
Castleford since May 1993

ANSWERS TO QUIZ ^R O B I N S O N ’ S S C O R I N G R E C O R D ■
0 1V

x o s a n i a x v > ! | C H 6
W igan q}u3A3s -(sa|3ea
1 9 9 2 - 9 3 ^P iay ia i lS) uo jSuua ipaH A jb* ) g
1 9 9 3 - 9 4 M‘saqajcuj n,s3|8b3 piaiyaMS

^: jO IZ U1 PSJODS UOJSV1 9 9 4 - 9 5

1 9 9 5 - 9 6 UO}SuMJB/W puip^'r 3
SU3 |3H IS ‘ spaan ‘ pJo japsEO 91 9 9 6
(s||na pjOipEjg) JaujEH uof 51 9 9 7

S U 3 | 3 H
T o t a l s

● : j S - * o i 8 1 a A O | M 0 N i n e j p
5 0 + 7W igan u | B L u ^ a f )

G t . B r i t a i n ITS SUBJ pUB SATZ^q tUBlIpiO Z

England na pjo>pEJa PUE ueSim z
( u j E u u a ^G r e a t B r i t a i n U 2 l s

/JS s^d) janbuEg D u s p a j j I1 6 2 + 7G r a n d T o t a l s



JOHN JAMESON &SON

I R I S H W H I S K E Y

M a n o f t h e
M a t c h A w a r d

The “Players” Man of the Match
w i l l r e c e i v e a b o t t l e o f

Jameson’s Irish Whiskey
a f t e r e a c h h o m e m a t c h .

The Player who wins most awards
will receive aspecial trophy

a t t h e e n d o f t h e s e a s o n

Players Man of the Match against Castleford Tigers
C l i f f E c c l e s■ ■ ■

4 4
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Scott Naylor
M i c r o n V i d e o G i d l o w

Lane Wigan
T e l : 0 1 9 4 2 3 2 1 9 1 9

Steve Blakeley
The Barton Printing Co
(Manchester ) L td
Te l : D 1 B 1 7 8 7 7 0 1 1

Jason Laurence
C a n o n B u s i n e s s

Machines [Mersey
Ltd) Tel: 0151 8278414

Nathan McAwoy
Melrose (Monton) Ltd
Motor Ins. Specialist
T e l : 0 1 6 1 7 8 8 C 8 7 2

S A L F O R D R E D S

T e a m T G D G

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

I Jason Laurence
Fata Sini

Scott Naylor
Nathan McAvoy
Darren Rogers
Steve Blakeley
M a r k L e e

Andy Platt
P e t e r E d w a r d s

Cl i ff Eccles

Pau l Fo rbe r

John Cartwright
Craig Randall
S c o t t M a r t i n

D a v i d H u l m e

Loken i Save l io

Andy Burgess
I a n Wa t s o n

Pau l Sou the rn

P h i l K n o w l e s

P h i l C o u s s o n s

Ian Blease

Esene Fa imalo

P e t e r M a i t l a n d

C O A C H E S
2

A G AGregory
S O ’ N e i l l

S M c C o r m a c k

j F o r a n

3Andy Burgess
Chromal Plating
Company (Bolton) Ltd
Worsley Manchester
T e l : 0 1 2 0 4 8 6 1 5 9 4

s o
4

S M
5JF
6

7

8

9

10Esene Faimalo

This player is for
s p o n s o r 11

12

13

14if]
15

16
Ian Blease

T h o m a s P l u m b e r s

N o r t h W e s t L t d

Bridgeman St Bolton
T e l 0 1 2 0 4 5 2 8 1 4 9

17

18

19

2 0

2 1

22

Eos i l a r
VOUR CLUB'S

OmCiAL
SPORTS DRIHK 23

Mark Lee

2 4J i m R a m s b o t t o m
B o o k m a k e r s

□ Q

1 a
J

If]m i
● V ● :

Paul Southern

This player is for
s p o n s o r

Phil Coussons

This player is for
s p o n s o r

Peter Mai t land

This player is for
s p o n s o r

The Mail Newspaper



Phil Knowles

This player is for
s p o n s o r

Lokeni Savelio

League Express All the
rugby news, reports

and pictures

Dav id Hu lme

This player for
s p o n s o r

Andy Platt
PTF Engineering

Emiym St Farnworth
B o l t o n

T e l : 0 1 2 G 4 7 9 5 2 2 0

O L D H A M B E A R S

T e a m T G D G

□ □ □ □

□ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

□ □ □ □

I P a u l A t c h e s o n

2 S c o t t R a n s o n

3 D a r r e n A b r a m

4Paul Topping
5 R o b M y l e r
6Francis Maloney
7 M a r t i n C r o m p t o n □
8 I a n G i l d a r t

9John Clarke
10 Jason Temu
I I G a r y L o r d
12 Joe Faimalo
13 David Bradbury
1 4 M a t t M u n r o

1 5 P a u l D a v i d s o n

1 6 H o w a r d H i l l

1 7 P a u l C r o o k

1 8 M i k e N e a l

19 Chris McKinney
2 0 A fi L e u i l a

21 Jim Cowan
2 2 V i n c e F a w c e t t

23 Brett Goldspink □
2 4 N a t h a n T u r n e r

2 5 P a u l D e a c o n

2 6 L u k e G o o d w i n

27 David Stephenson

Today’s SuperLeague Officials i

□ □ t i - I

Referee; J. Connolly
Reserve Re fe ree : P. Taberner

Touch Judge: K. Taylor
Touch judge: N. Byers
In Goal Touch judges:
R. Southward, D. Redfearn

Ian Watson

E . K a n e S . C o B u i l d e r s
S . C o n t r a c t o r s S w i n t o n

T e l : 0 1 6 1 7 2 B 3 5 4 5

u u u ' - ' C i n o

T O D A Y ’ S M A T C H

S P O N S O R

C A R L S B E R G T E T L E Y Cliff Eccles
Arrow Engineering Co

Ltd Liverpool St Salford
T e l : 0 1 B 1 7 3 7 6 9 6 9T O D A Y ’ S M A T C H H O S T

R E D D I S H D E M O L I T I O N J

T O D A Y ’ S M A T C H P R O ¬

G R A M M E S P O N S O R
H O L L I N W O O D

E N G I N E E R I N G Paul Porter

W i l l o w s C o n s t r u c t i o n
S e r v i c e s W i l l o w H s e

N e w t o n L e W i l l o w s

Tel: 013925^323851
T O D A Y ’ S M I T R E M A T C H -

B A L L S P O N S O R S

W I L L I A M W I L S O N L T D

N Y N E X

R Y L A N D N O R T H W E S T L T D
Ifi-t

John Cartwright
AA Roofing Services S.

C o n t r a c t o r s W a i k d e n
M a n c h e s t e r

T e l : 0 1 6 1 7 9 9 5 7 1 0

■ - y j

Darren Rogers
P a l l e t L i n k L t d

T e l ; 0 8 0 0 2 6 9 1 5 9
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SOLE UK IMPORTER
WELDING STAR LIMITED ●PRIESTLEY ROAD ●WORSLEY ●MANCHESTER ●M28 2NZ

TELEPHONE: 0161 793 8127

ALPHA NUMERIC TELEPHONE: 07000 CEBORA (232672)


