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Chairman
JAMES QUINN
Directors
JOHN CHADWICK
ROGER NORRIS
MIKE WINTERBOTTOM
TOM PATTERSON

Executive Management
Chief Executive
JAMES QUINN
Club Secretary
KAREN SCOTT
Media Marketing Manager
ABE KERR
Acting Commercial Manager
JACQUIE GALLAGAN
Senior Accountant
PAUL TRAFFORD
Dental Surgeon
MR N. GIBBISON
Physiotherapist
MR N. HODGSON
Assistant Physiotherapist
MR J. WATKINS
Football Manager/Assistant Coach
TBA
Conditioner
ANDREWY JACKSON
Alliance Coach
PADDY KIRWAN
Academy Manager
BRIAN GARTLAND
Ciub Doctor
DR AHMED
Official Time Keeper
MR ). ROSCOE
Hon. Safety Officer
ROGER NORRIS
Programme Editor
ABE KERR
Kit Manager
KEN SHAW

Bear House, 52 Union Street,
Oldham OLI 1D}

0161 624 4865 (3 lines) General Office
0891 44 00 70 Bears Hotline

0161 624 9615 Shop Line

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS
1909-10, 1910-11,1956-57 Runners Up

1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, 1954-55

FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS

1904-05

LANCASHIRE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS

1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57,

1957-58

RUGBY LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS
1899, 1925, 1927 Runners Up 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926
LANCASHIRE CUP WINNEF
1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 195
Runners Up 1908, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968,
1986, 1989
SECOND DIVISION CHAME‘IONS
196364, 1981:82, 1987-88
SECOND DIVISION PREMIERSHIP WINNERS
1988, 1990 Runners Up, 1992
: 1 oo
RECORD VICTORY
63-0 v Goole, March |8th 1899 (Challenge C_-;up Rd I)
67-6 v Liverpool City, Aprll 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD SCORE
70-10 v Bramley, Feb |12th 1995 (Challenge Cup Rd 4)
67-6 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD ATTENDANCE
All Time 28,000 v Muddersfield, 4th Feb 1912
Last 20 years | 1,254 v Bradford Bulls, 9th March 1997

TRIES IN A SEASON

Rog Farrar 49 1921-22

TRIES IN A CAREER

Alan Davies 174 1950-61

TRIES IN A MATCH

James Miller 7 v Barry, Oct 315t 1908
GOALS IN A SEASON

Bornard Ganley 200 1957-58

GOALS IN A CAREER

Bernard Ganley 1,358 1950-61

GOALS IN A MATCH

Barnard Ganley 14 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959
POINTS IN A SEASON

Bernard Ganley 412 1957-58

POINTS IN A CAREER

Bernard Ganley 2,761 1950-61

POINTS IN A MATCH

Abe Johnson 30 v Widnes (12 goals, 2 tries), April 9th
1928

MOST APPEARANCES

Joe Ferguson 628 Sept 1899 « April 1923
MOST CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES
Joe Lawton 134 Sept 1097 = Nov 1902

all the above records are relevant to ©ldham first Slass fixtures only

is evening we break new
ground in the history of Rugby
League in Oldham when we

welcome to Boundary Park the
Cowboys of North Queensland at the
start on the second phase of the
World Club Championship.

It will be the Cowboys first game in the
United Kingdom, thus creating Rugby
League history on both sides of the
world and in both hemispheres.

It seems like only yesterday that we
were in North Queensland sweating in
the sub-tropical climate - even if it was
their dry season or the equivalent of .
their winter - and enjoying the
tremendous hospitality they extended
to us at their Stockland Stadium

Quality colour print ...
when you need it !

A Message
FROM THE
CHAIRMAN

Townsville.

Naturally, we hope they enjoy their
evening in Oldham as much as we did
in Townsville, and that they have a
pleasant trip to our country and take
home a lot of pleasant memories.

It would be nice to
think that Bears in
particular and English
clubs in general could
address the balance
somewhat after the
pounding we took
from the Aussies in
the first phase of the
competition.
Certainly, | am sure
we all learned a lot
from our games in
Townsville and
Adelaide, where we
lost to the Rams and
it will be interesting
to see what happens
in tonight's game and
also here at
Boundary Park next
Friday when we

B R O W N S entertain Rod Roddy

COLOUR PRINTERS LIMITED [ERuNGELI el

Units 4-5 Pennant Street Oldham 0
Tel: 0161 620 5547 Fax: 0161 620 5535 the Clt)’ of Churches.

Our pre-match floor

3

shows probably won't be as
extravagant as those at Stockland
Stadium and Adelaide Oval.

‘Rolf Harris did his stuff pre-match in

Adelaide, while up in Townsville we
enjoyed a whole mix of pre-match
entertainment which included cowboys
on horseback, a first class dancing
troupe and a variety of singers not to
mention motivational music which
extended throughout the match.

It will take us a long time to forget Try
Time' and 'Come on You Cowboys' but
we can't repeat that theme here
tonight because we don't have cowboys
in our town Oldham and our only
horses of any quality are involved in
full-time racing!

| hope we all enjoy a good game of
Rugby League this evening, and,
needless to say, | hope the fans turn up
in force to appreciate the skills of both
teams and come again next Friday night
when the Rams are in towns and
playing here at Boundary Park.

Unlike Australia, we have promotion
and relegation in the European Super
League. This puts a lot of additional
pressure on teams and clubs, to say
nothing of coaches, players and boards
of directors.

We are one of several clubs fighting
tooth and nail to retain Super League
status and | would like to take this
opportunity for thanking our fans for all
their efforts on our behalf so far this
season.

One the Aussie games are out of the
way, we will have six Super League
games left and we will need as much
backing in every one of them.

In the meantime, the Aussies are in
town... let's not waste the opportunity
to make this history-making occasion
one to remember.



1D Suld by i
BALLS LTD. Tel: 01788°542

le coq sportif

DOWN MEMORY LANE

DON YATES LOOKS BACK TO A MATCH FROM YESTERYEAR

Although tonight we
welcome to Boundary Park
the first Australian club side
to visit Oldham, there have
been seventeen visits from
the Kangaroo national team.
Oldham have won only four
of those matches, in 1908,
1911, 1922 and 1956 when
the Roughyeds beat the
Kangaroo 21-2 during the
season Oldham went on to
lift the Championship.

That 1956 tour was a
disappointment for the
Kangaroos who lost seven
matches against club
opposition as well as the test
series. Australia have
certainly improved since
then. After losing to Widnes
in October 1978, the
Kangaroos have registered 43
straight wins over British
club sides. The last time the
Kangaroos visited Oldham
was in 1986 when those
tourists repeated the feat of
the 1982 Kangaroos and
completed the tour with a
100% record.

One of the toughest matches
for Australia during that
1986 tour came up at
Woatersheddings where a
crowd of 5,678 attended to
see the Kangaroos take on an
Oldham side who, at that

time, were a match for
anyone. The match was
played just four days before
the second test so the
Australian team contained
only five players who were
included in the following
Saturday’s test line-up.
Nevertheless the only player
in their team who failed to
play test match rugby was
loose-forward Paul
Langmack and between
them their line-up amassed
198 test caps. Their team
that evening, together with

their test appearances, was

& Paul Sironen (21)
Oldham’s team contained six
players with test experience,
a Morrocan international and
three Australians
determined to put one over
their compatriots.

Jeff Edwards; Paul Sherman,
Des Foy, Gary Warnecke,
Hussain M’Barki,

David Topliss, Ray Ashton;
Bruce Clark, Terry Flanagan,
Neil Clawson, David Hobbs,
Mick Worrall & Stuart Raper.
Substitutes Colin Halkyard &
Tom Nadiole.

as follows:

Gary Belcher

Adamsons

(15), Mike
O’Connor (17),
Mal Meninga | —— CRASH REPAIR CENTRE —
o e, |  MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
: REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Dale Shearer
(20), Terry
Lamb (7), Greg
Alexander (6),
Martin Bella
(9), Ben Elias
(5), Phil Daley
(3), Les
Davidson (4),
Steve Folkes
(5), & Paul
Langmack.
Substitutes,
Gary Jack (20)

Approved repairers to all leading insurance

companies

Cross Street ® Bottom o’th Moor e
Oldham QL4 1JG

Tel:

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS o




LAWRENGE
PERRINS
& SONS LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1947
176, Oldham Road, Springhead,

Oldham. OL4 5SJ
Telephone: 0161 624 1723
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INTERNATIONAL

Pilgrim International Ltd,
- Ripponden Road, Oldham, England. OL1 4SB.
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TEL: 01706 841460
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al Fltness

Albert Mill
Cromford Street

Oldham
0161-633-5653

;, Welcome to the very best
fitness centre in Oldham




STATISTICALLY SPEAKING

Tonight's visitors to Boundary
Park are the Cowboys of
North Queensland who were
formed as recently as 1995 and play
out of Stockland Stadium, Townsville.
They had a difficult opening season
when they won only two matches
and suffered several heavy defeats,
the heaviest being a 66-4 hammering
against Canterbury in August |995.
Last season they showed
considerable improvement but still
won only six matches. Nevertheless
the Cowboys continued to pull in the
crowd with 27,096 being attracted to
the Cowboys v. South Sydney match
last July which Souths won 22-20.

This season the Cowboys have again
struggled and they find themselves at
the foot of the table. However, they
are a match for anyone on their day
as was seen last May when they
forced a 20-20 draw away at Brisbane
Broncos. It must be said that their
three World Club Championship
victories have been by wider margins
than any other victory in their short
history and their club record victory
is now the 54-16 defeat of Oldham
last month. It will be interesting to
see if, during their stay in England,
they can improve on their biggest
away win which is currently their 24-
14 win over the Gold Coast last July.

Wednesday, 7th November 1956
OLDHAM 21 AUSTRALIA 2

At Watersheddings

Attendance 8,458

OLDHAM Tries  Frank Pitchford, Jophn Etty & Derek Turner
Goals Bernard Ganley (6)
Australia goal Cyril Connell

OLDHAM:

Bernard Ganley, Terry O'Grady, Dennis Ayers, Alan Davies,

John Etty, Frank Stirrup, Frank Pitchford, Ken Jackson, Jack
Keith, Don Vines, Sid Little, Charlie Winslade & Derek Turner.

AUSTRALIA:

Clive Churchill, Kevin O’Brian, Tom Payne, Alex Watson,

Des McGovern, Bobby Banks, Cyril Connell, Roy Bull

Kearney, Bill Marsh, Tom Tyquin, Don Furner & Kel O’Shea.
Oldham got of to a flying start when David Hobbs landed a penatly in the first
minute as the Roughyeds matched the Kangaroos during a fiery opening quarter.
The first scum broke up in mayhem with fists flying in all directions. As a result
Mick Worrall and Paul Sjerman together with Kangaroo forwards Martin Bella and
Steve Folkes were dispatched to the sin bin. Shortly after their return Australia
drew level when Mike o’Connor landed a penalty. The two packs continued to
hammer at each other but it was half-back Terry Lamb who was involved in the

RESULTS OF ALL OLDHAM

MATCHES AGAINST THE

KANGAROOS

December 1908

FREE for one week
The Times and
The Sunay Times
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Plus your chance to see the
World Club flnal in Sydney (see over)

et

decisive action on the half-hour. During a two minute spell the popular stand-off
crossed for two tries both converted by Mike O’Connor to take the score to 4-2.
Against such opposition most clubs would have folded but the Roughyeds were far
from beaten and before the interval Colin Halkyard scored for Mick Worrall to
convert and leave Oldham well in contention at half-time with the score at 14-8.
After the break Oldham continued to press. The stubborn Kanagaroo defence
stood firm but Mick Worrall twice landed penalties so as the match moved into its
final quarter a vulnerable looking Australia led by only 14-12. Kangeroo skipper
Ben Elias was enjoying a tremendous evening so it was perhaps fitting that it was
he who scrambled over for a try on the hour and then made the decision break
ten minutes later which led to aotry from scrum-half Greg Alexander. In the
dying seconds Stuart Raper put Des Foy over to complete the scoring.
Oldham had played magnificently against World class opponents and although
beaten 22-16 they had the concolation of restricting Australia to the lowest
winning margin on that historic tour.

8

Oldham |1 Australia 5
November 1911
Oldham 14 Australia 8
November 1921
Oldham 5 Australia 16
January 1922
Oldham 15 Australia 5
November 1929
Oldham 10 Australia 18
September 1933
Oldham 6 Australia 38
January 1934
Oldham 5 Australia 38
November 1937
Oldham 6 Australia 10
December 1948
Oldham 7 Australia 27
September 1952
Oldham 7 Australia 7
November 1956
Oldham 21 Australia 2
October 1959
Oldham |4 Australia 25
October 1963
Oldham 4 Australia 12
November 1967
Oldham 8 Australia 18
October 1973
Oldham 10 Australia 44

November 1975
Oldham 10 Australia 20

November 1986
Oldham 16  Australia 22

The Times and
The Sunday Times
FREE for one week

Present this voucher your newsagent before Saturday July 26th, 1997, and you will be entitled to receive 6 consecutive copies of
The Times and one copy of The Sunday Times Free. This offer applies in the UK only and cannot be used with any other offer
and is valid for papers taken until Sunday August 3rd, 1997. This voucher will also act as your entry into the prize draw for
the chance to win a two week holiday for two to see the World Club final in Sydney.

2790026315000

Publisher ID No: NO0614




Win a trip to see the Today's Pre-Match Enfertainment will be:
Ru gby WOI‘ld Club 6.05 - 640 - UNDER [()’S MINI-LEAGUE FEATURING SIDES FROM

SADDLEWORTH ROYION TAMESIDE (QLDHAM ST ANN’S

WATERHEAD & SHAW

64,2 - '700 -  SYLCHESTER STARS (LOCAL ACROBATIC HANCE TROUPE)

700 - ’720 - JBUFFALO TOMAHAWK RBILL (WILD WEST ACI)

700 - 725  BRAZILIANT (|OCAL SAMBA BAND)

730 - MATCH TO (COMMENCE
By taking up our offer of The Times and The The prize includes two tickets to the World Club
Sunday Times FREE for one week you will Championship final on October 18, and £500
automatically be entered into our prize draw* with  spending money. Normal Times Newspapers Ltd
the chance to win a 14-night holiday for two in competition rules apply, available on request.

Sydney with flights and full board in a top hotel. The winner will be notified by post.

*No purchase necessary. You can still enter the draw by sending your name and address on a postcard to:
Rugby Competmon TNL Competitions Dept, 1, Virginia Street, London £1 9BD. Entries must be received by first post Monday August 18th, 1997.
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Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other Initials
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Postcode Daytime tel

TO THE NEWSAGENT: Thank you for accepting this voucher as It would help us if you answered these questions:
full payment for 6 consecutive copies of The Times and one copy of Which one of the following age groups do you fall into? (Please tick box)

The Sunday Times. Return this voucher to your News Interational | (11524 (1 2534 (13544 (1 4554 (15564 (1 65+ UNDER [2’S KICKING COMPETITION WITH SIX JUNIOR CLUBS REPRESENTED BY:-

wholesaler or handling agent within seven days of receipt. On : ; L :
presentation of this voucher you will receive a total credit of £3 Which national daily newspaper(s) do you buy regularly (4-6 copies) each week?

representing the cover price of one week of The Sunday Times (£1)
and one week of The Times (£2). You will also receive one handling

allowance of 1p. This voucher is valid for newspapers taken before Which national daily newspaper(s) do you buy occasionally (3 copies or less)? : o ~ -
Sunday August 3rd, 1997. It cannot be used with any other offer. A TAMESI DE (DANIEL BALLON>, ROY—l ON TIG ERS (AARON FLEMIN('), OLDHAM S’!

Newsagent
Address

ANN’S (MICKEY DIVNE) GHAW (DEN JOLLY) GALEM (STEVEN PARTINGTON)

If you would prefer not to receive Information and offers from [:I
organisations carefully selected by TNL, please tick

SADDLEWORTH ( ANDREW W/ALKER)




Ball watching!

Mitre

IN A LEAGUE OF OUR OWN

AMTRAK — THE EXPRESS DELIVERY SPECIALISTS

When you need a fast reliable delivery you can be certain Amtrak will deliver your goods in pristine condition, on
time — everytime. Quality is our obsession and you can rest assured that we will use our advanced tracking
system to carefully monitor your consignment as it passes through our nationwide network.
For your time critical deliveries, our range of timed service options will meet those deadlines with delivery
before 9.00am, 10.00am or noon — you choose. Whatever the service, you only pay for the speed that you need.
And when you need to send parcels abroad you will find our AIRTRAK international express service
delivers to the four corners of the globe. You'll find our service is worldwide and worldclass.
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The Super League XXXX Cowboys
are part of the North Queensland
community.

The Super League XXXX Cowboys
receive outstanding community
support and the players and the
organisation put this back into North
Queensland through a range of
avenues.

As well as their sponsor commitments,
the players conduct regular visits to
the Cleveland Youth Centre and have
taken on roles promoting a range of
community organisations. They are
popular visitors to the Cleveland Youth
Centre and have taken on roles
promoting a range of community
organisations and projects, including
SunSmart for the Cancer Fund, the
Cootharinga Society and a range of
other charity and children’s
organisations.

Wherever possible the Super League
Cowboys players travel around the
North Queensland region visiting
schools and community organisations.
The players are being developed as
role models for the younger
generation and outstanding examples
of what can be achieved through
commitment, dedication and
determination.

The club’s junior development program
is ongoing, promoting the importance
for rugby league and sport in a healthy
lifestyle for young North
Queenslanders.

In late 1995 the XXXX Cowboys
established the Cowboys Community
Foundation under the banner of the
Queensland Community Foundation.
The club contributed $30,000 to the

fund during its inaugural year with the
first series of grants issued early in
1996 and this will continue in 1997.
The aim of the foundation is to help,
particularly those smaller organisations
and charities in the community, who
assist those most in need.

While the Cowboys receive around
100 letters a month asking for smaller
donations, the Cowboys Community
Foundation allows the Cowboys to
make more significant contributions to
organisations.

The Cowboys are also building a close
working relationship with James Cook
University (JCU) through a number of
avenues.

One is the Cowboys sponsorship of
the North Queensland Cowboys
Honours Research Awards promoting
research into sport exercise through a
program underway between the
Australian Institute of Sport (AlS) and
JCU.

This information is a major factor in
the development of the Australian
game being at a much more advanced
stage. They have realised that support
is a reciprocal process, not just
something clubs should take for
granted.

The idea for a national North
Queensland based rugby league team
surfaced in 1989 after 16,000 people
turned out to watch the Brisbane
Broncos play the Parramatta Eels in a
Panasonic Cup quarter final in
Townsville.

The response was so great the idea of
basing a national rugby league side in
the north was born, and later that year
a formal committee was in place

working towards the bid.

Years of toil by a few North
Queenslanders and they were
rewarded for their tenacity with the
entry of a North Queensland team
into the Winfield Cup’s 20 team
competition in late 1992.

It was helped along by the support of a
petition signed by 30,000 North
Queenslanders and promises of
support from major companies, public
sector organisations and politicians.
On March 11, 1995 when the team ran
on to Stockland Stadium for their first
game against the Sydney Bulldogs, it
would mark the start of an inaugural
year which would exceed all
expectations.

While on the paddock the club hoped
for more wins, the public of North
Queensland showed unprecedented
support for a sporting organisation,
flocking to home games and making
the club’s merchandise the second
highest seller in the league.

The 238,734 people who attended the
I'| home games in the club’s inaugural
year, and the professional presentation
of the organisation were high points
for the Cowboys in 1995.

Other features of the inaugural year
included the first win against lllawarra
and the first home win against Wests
at Stockland Stadium in Round 15.

On October 18, 1995 the club
announce a joint venture with News
Limited. It resulted in a $5.5 million
injection of funds and allowed the
major $6.5 million redevelopment of
Stockland Stadium.

At the commencement of the 1996
season the club boasted the best rugby

league player facilities in Australia in
the middle of one of the strongest
supporter bases in the competition.
The ongoing improvement saw the
club win six games in their second year
and well on the way to being a
premier performer as the Super
League competition kick-off loomed in
1997.

The first class stadium, able to seat
11,000 and house 31,500 people, and
totally integrated player training and
rehabilitation facilities, now provide
the centrepiece of a growing club
which is earmarked as a club set to be
one of the premier performers of the
future.

This is in part due to the immense
community support, along with the
impact of 1996 head coach Graham
Lowe and the legacy of coaching
leadership which continues in 1997
with Tim Sheens taking over the reins.
Sheens is recognised as a modern day
pioneer of the game of rugby league
and will be the base around which the
Super League Cowboys will develop
their truly professional playing and
administration structure in the coming
years.

The focus will remain on developing
the juniors and growing young Super
League Cowboys to fill the teams of
the future.

In 1997 the Super League Cowboys
are aiming to set the standard in player
professionalism and overall
presentation, giving the public of
North Queensland not only a team to
support, but a team to admire.

COWERSTS IN THE SCMMUNITY
i Benchmar k for Britain




ON THIS DAY...

recalling this day in history
Before introduction of summer rugby,
July was the month when the only
rugby action involving British players
took place on tours to the other side
of the World.

It was on this day in 1914, Saturday
I8th July, that Great Britain met
Hawkes Bay in Napier, New Zealand.
The Lions won easily enough 30-7
with Willie Davies (Leeds) crossing
for a hattrick of tries.

Seventy years later, on Wednesday
I8th July 1984, the Lions were back in
New Zealand, this time in Wellington
where they beat the Central Districts
38-6. Oldham’s Terry Flanagan was in
the second-row for Britain that
evening.

Two years ago it was the BARLA
under-18's who were in New Zealand.
Their results were not so successful
and on Tuesday |8th July 1995 they
were beaten |8-12 by Manawatu in
Palmerston North.

It was on this day in 1964, Saturday
I8th July, that Australia completed a

whitewash of test victories over the
touring French side. The Kangaroos
won this third test 35-9 at Sydney
Cricket Ground where winger Ken
Irvine crossed for two tries as well as
landing seven goals.

Twenty-eight years previously, on
Saturday |8th July, Great Britain met
Australia in a deciding test match at
Sydney Cricket Ground. It was a
typically torrid test in which Ray Stehr
(Australia) and Jack Arkwright
(Britain) were sent off but the Lions
clinched the test series with a |12-7
victory. Barney Hudson, one of five
Salford backs in the British line-up,
scored the first try, Stan Brogden
(Leeds) scored the second and Martin
Hodgson (Swinton) landed three
goals. Vic Hey (try) and Dave Brown
(two goals), two players who later
moved to British clubs, were the
Australian scorers.

One of the most famous clubs in
Australia are St.George who won the
Australian Premiership on eleven
consecutive seasons between 1956

and 1966. Because of their dominance
of the Australian domestic game, in
1962 they were awarded a match
against the touring British Lions. That
match was switched from their
Kogarah Jubilee Oval ground (
capacity 24,000) to Sydney Cricket
Ground and on Wednesday, |8th July
1962 a crowd of 57,895 attended the
match. Great Britain silenced the
multitude, winning 33-5.

It was on Wednesday, |8th July 1984
that Halifax signed centre Tony
Anderson from Eastern Suburbs, the
Sydney club who now play under the
name of Sydney City. Anderson made
145 appearances for Halifax and
scored 66 tries before transferring to
Oldham for £70,000 in March 1990.
Finally, it was way back on |8th July
1896 that the first sod of grass was
laid at Boundary Park, then the new
ground of the Oldham Association
football & Athletic Club, later
renamed Oldham Athletic and the
current hosts of the Oldham Rugby
League Football Club.

CLOSED CIRCUIT
TELEVISION
SPECIALISTS

SERVICES

Unit G1
Brookside Business Park,
Greengate
Middleton, Manchester.
M24 1GS

Telephone

0161-654 7449

Facsimile

0161-624 3333
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Well hello there

Junior Bears,

Here we are again back 'home' at
Boundary Park for a historic match
against the North Queensland
Cowboys from Australia.

We welcome here tonight all players,
officials and supporters who may
have travelled hear with their team
from down under, lets wish them
"g'day" to one and all.

Queensland is one of the eight
Territories of Australia and is the
home of The Gold Coast and The
Great Barrier Reef. Like the rest of
the Country it gets loads of
Sunshine, | wonder if our Northern
British weather will suit most of
these players. We shall have to see
how they perform tonight...

By now you should have all received
your letter about both Failsworth
and Oldham Carnivals. Lets have a
big turn out for both events...
Failsworth is tomorrow with a 12.30
meet at Lord Lane, and the Oldham
event is next Saturday (26th) with a
12.30 meet at the field on Kings
Road, look out for members of the
Junior Bears Committee, (Those you
see at our meetings) and they will let
you know where our float will be
starting from. Please wear home or
away kits if you haven't got them
don't worry just turn up in 'red and
white', please under no
circumstances come to any of these
events alone, once you have
reported in then any parents/adults
who do not

wish

to come along the route with us, will
be notified where to collect you.

As Bob Lindner asked you all at our
last meeting. Who are we going to
be cheering for this evening, what do
we shout...

Come on OLOHAM,
Come on OLOHAM

Let's show them Bussies’

what we can really do. ..

Answers to the teasers set in the

Sheffield programme...

Q. Name the last Coach at the
'Eagles’

A. Phil Larder

Q. Name one of the Sheffield players
who now plays for 'Leeds Rhinos'

A. Ryan Sheridan. Anthony Farrell
and Marcus Varsillicopulus (not
sure how you spell that!!)

Q. Who was the first coach of
Sheffield Eagles

A. Gary Hetherington

Only a couple of teasers for you
tonight

. Who is coach of North
Queensland Cowboys

2. What was the score in the
first meeting between the two
clubs?

Mascot for this first match in our
home fixtures of the World Club
Championship is eleven year old

Oikki Chatterley
Vikki attends The Radclyffe School in
Chadderton.

Her favourite player is newcomer
Luke Goodwin, will he feel at home
today with the rest of those 'Aussie’
accents all around him, lets hope so,
and that it brings out the 'best’ in
him.

Vikki enjoys drawing as well as
watching the 'bears' play.

Junior Bears who will be celebrating
their birthdays this week are.

July 20th  Nick Palmer
Michelle Richardson

July 2Ist  Katie Stephens

July 23rd  Steven Leach

July 24th  Cassie Stafford

Happy Birthday Junior Bears!!!!

Next Friday sees the second of our
'home' fixtures in the Championship
against Adelaide Rams, and it's on
T.V. don't stay in and watch, come
down to Boundary Park and enjoy
the game...

Let's make the noise for our
big Bears'let’s show the world
that we CAN GROGWL'. ..
Come on, Come on OLOHAM

Enjoy the match. See you all

later... BUS fe,"

THERE
__DoN vares

In the wake of the disastrous results of English clubs in the
World Club Championship, the rugby Football League have set
up an enquiry under the chairmanship of Joe Lydon. The
League Management are determined to raise standards in this
country so that British clubs can, in future, enter this
tournament with a realistic chance of success.

Having watched a number of World Championship matches in
Europe | do not consider that the difference in playing
strengths is as great as at first they appear. Generally speaking, |
do not think that the Australian players are any faster than the
Europeans, nor do | consider that they are any more powerful
or that they tackle any better. The big difference seems to be
that the Australians show more intelligence than the
Europeans. They seem more aware tactically and, as a result,
take up better field positions thereby making themselves look
faster, fitter and stronger.

In order for our players to match the high standards of their
Australian counterparts, they must participate in a similarly
intense competition. During the past fifteen years or so, the
Australians have had one distinct advantage over the
Europeans. The advantage is the intense competition provided
by their State of Origin competition which provides three
matches where the competition is as intense as any
International match. Unfortunately for Britain we do not have a
competition which provides such an intense competition. The
War of the Roses matches which were set up some time ago
lacked the passion generated by the State of Origin clashes. In
addition to that our matches against the French have not
grounded the fierce competition which the fired-up New
Zealanders provide when they take on the Kangaroos.

It is essential that we set a similar high intensity set of fixtures
to test the mettle of our leading players. The game in France is
suffering at the moment and the demise of the South Wales
club was a hefty bodyblow to the game in Wales. What a
tremendous difference it would make to the general standard
of our play if we could complete in a European Championship
involving England, France and Wales if the passion generated
was equal to that of the State of Origin.

The League Management are making determined efforts to set
the game up in both Ireland and Scotland and they are to be
congratulated for that but we must continue to give every
assistance to both Wales and France. International competition
is the pinnacle of sporting achievement and as such it must be
encouraged vigorously. In recent years the Australian Rugby
League have worked wonders in such places as Papua New
Guinea, the Cook Islands, Fiji, Western Somea and Tonga as
well as building up the run down New Zealand game. We must
follow their example in the Northern Hemisphere. The team
who are working with Joe Lydon are almost exclusively from
Europe and | was a little dissappointed that the working party
did not include a leading administrator from Australia.
Nevertheless, we must not criticse st this stage because | am
sure that we will eventually pull back the Australians. Until then
we will just have to sit back and enjoy their skills, starting this
evening with the visit of the North Queensland Cowboys.

Medlock
Building CQ’/
Limited

THE BROADBENT GROUP OF COMPANIES

Medlock Building Company
are proud to support the Bears
and wish the lads all success
against the Cowboys

The Right Choice
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Paul Atcheson
2 Scott Ranson
4 Paul Topping
5 Rob Myler

-+ 3 Darren Abram

Date Team Venue Time Score Att -
| Sun I6th March Leeds Rhinos A 3pm L 32-22 11,516 I I I
2 Fri 21st March  Bradford Bulls H 7.30 L 30-18 5461 | B B B
3 Fri 28th March Salford Reds (A) 3pm L3526 5295 d 1 171}
4 Tues Ist April  London Broncos (H) 7.30pm L 3222 3556 B
5 Sun 6th April Warrington Wolves (A) 3pm L28-18 5370 B |
6 Sun I13th April  Paris St Germain (BSKYB) (H) 6.35pm  WI9-18 3396 Y |
7 Sun 20th April Wigan Warriors (A) 3pm L44-10 7885 111
8 Sun 27th April  Halifax Blue Sox (H) 3pm L 30-29 4236 111
9 Sun lth May Sheffield Eagles (A) 3.15pm W 18-14 4245 | B B |
10 Sun I8th May  Leeds Rhinos (H) 3pm L 43-26 4500 111
Il Fri 23rd May Bradford Bull 0] 1.30pm L4228 1326 B
12 Mon 26th May Salford Reds (H) 3pm L 10-19 4254 B |
I3 Fri 30th May  Castleford (H) 7.30pm D 12-12 3667 o B |
14  Sun 29th June St Helens (H) 3pm L 30-34 |
I5 Sun 6th July Sheffield Eagles (H) 3pm L 20-21 2168 i B |
16 Fri Ilth July Castleford Tigers ) 7.30pm I |
17  Fri 18th July Queensland Cowboys (H) 7.30pm a1l
18  Fri 25th July Adelaide Rams (H) 1.30pm Why not sponsor I il I
19 Tue 5th Aug London Broncos (A) 1.30pm yOuE: favou-rite play.er? 111
20 Sun 10th Aug St Helens 0 6pm or more information gty
20 Sun 17th Aug Halfax Blue Sox 0 3pm coftage the L 111
commercial -
22 Fri 22nd Aug  Wigan Warriors (H) (AL departmentoncisl B 0 |
23 Tues 26th Aug Paris St Germain ") 6244865 ‘"1 11
24  Sun 3lst Aug Warrington Wolves (H) 3pm I I I

Number |

Paul Atcheson
Ashton Foods

Number |5
Paul Davidson

OLDHAM BEARS RLFGC
SUPER LEAGUE SQUAD

Number 3
Darren Abram

Number 2
Scott Ranson

Number 4
Paul Topping

Number 16
Howard Hill

Number |7

Number 18
Mike Neal

-
Number 19
Chris McKinney

Number §
Rob Myler

Francis Maloney

Number 8
lan Gildart

Number 7

Martin Crompton
Ashton Foods

Number 6

Number 22
Yince Fawcett

-
Number 21
Jim Cowan

Number 20
Afi Leuila

lan Gildart

7 Martin Crompton
| Gary Lord

3 David Bradbury

4 Matt Munro
27 David Stephenson

9 Chris McKinney
28 David Jones

5 Paul Davidson
6 Howard Hill
7 Paul Crook
20 Afi Leuila

8 Mike Neal
23 Brett Goldspink

0 Jason Temu

2 Joe Faimalo
21 Jim Cowan
22 Vince Fawcett
24 Nathan Turner
25 Paul Deacon
26 Luke Goodwin
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All music played at Boundary Park is supplied by

THE PLAY INN

Oldham’s only independent record shop
CDs. Vinyl, Tapes, Accessories
Expert advice from friendly staff

6 ALBION STREET
(Market Hall)
OLDHAM OL1 3BB
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Number 13
David Bradbury

Number 12
Joe Faimalo

Number 10

ason Temu
amantha Brown

Number 9
John Clarke

Number 1/
Gary Lord

Number 14
Matt Munro

Number 27
David Stephenson

I
Number 23
Brett Goldspink

Number 24 Number 26

Luke Goodwin

Number 25
Paul Deacon




OLDHAM NISSAN

DRIVE INTO THE

SUPER LEAGUE

WITH

OLDHAM NISSAN

OR
60,000MILES

THE ONLY NAME YOU NEED

FOIR NISS AN
ST. MARY'S WAY, OLDHAM. TEL: 0161 628 6200

OPEN MON-FRI 8-7 SAT 8-5 SUN 11-5

NEIL GIBBISON

B.D.S., V.U. Manc.
Dentia: 'l 'Siu'rgeomn

36 Oldham Road Uppermill Oldham OL3 6HV
Telephone: Saddleworth (01457) 872108

OLDHAM BEARS R.L.E.C.

Present o

SPECIAL OFFER... SPECIAL OFFER
Come Along and see

THE OLDHAM BEARS
CRUSH THE ADELAIDE RAMS

FRIDAY 25TH JULY 1997, 7.30pm kick off
EXECUTIVE BOX SEAT
BUFFET
MATCH DAY PROGRAMME

. £25 Per Head

Watch the game in style and book your executive box seats

TELEPHONE JACQUIE GALLAGHAN
OR KAYE ROBINSON NOW ON

0161 624 4865

OLDHAM Rugby Leagsue Club
working togez‘/oer in the Superleague

TANFIELD (Oldham) Limited

125 Chamber Road,
Oldham,

Lancashire

OL8 IAA

Tel: 0161-633 4872

0161-627 0435

Fax: 0161-627 0448



METALS

BUYERS OF INDUSTRIAL CABLE,
SWITCHGEAR, MOTORS
& NON-FERROUS METALS,
WORKS CLEARANCES

0161 665 1819

UNIT 17, MONARCH MILL,
JONES STREET,
ROYTON, OLDHAM OL2 5AH

Another great signing

for Oldham Bears
Thoe Coper ™ Bomte

Oldham Bears have made another great signing.
The Co-operative Bank has joined the team, ready and willing
to help them reach their goal. It’s sure to be a great season!

For all your Business needs call 0345 215215.
For all your Personal Banking needs call 0345 212212.

The CEAPERATIVE BANK

The Co-operative Bank p.l.c.. 1 Balloon Street. P.O. Box 1C1. Manchester M60 4EP.

24

To ‘Score’ with your
Financial Planning —
Why not give

us a Try?

i

F_MENDS?_P&OVIDENT
% Your First Call for Financial Advice

We can give you professional Financial Advice in the
following areas:

* Funding for Private and Further Educatlon
* Retirement Planning b
* Life Assurance

* Inheritance Tax Planning
* Income Protection
*_Mortgage Repayme ]

nt First Call lelted

IENDS PROVIDENT MARKETING GROUP,
. PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY,
INSION AND UNIT TRUST BUSINESS

Colonial Way, Watford WD2 4FP

REPRESENTATIVE O!
WHICH IS REGU



Wace

B B e s

Wace Labels is one of the UK’s leading self

adhesive labe suppliers.

We are committed to meeting and exceeding our
customers requirements, from design concepts

through to product delivery.

With two production sites, in Boston and
Dartford, serving the UK and Europe, Wace
manufacture a wide range of labels using the

very latest pre-press and printing technology.

Find out what Wace can do for you by phoning
01205 353353 or faxing 01205 335461.

THE OLDHAM
COLLEGE,
ROCHDALE ROAD,
OLDHAM OL9 6AA

TEL: 0161 624 5214
FAX: 0161 626 9059
EMAIL:

info@oldham.ac.uk

Business Facilities at
The Oldham College

With nearly 7000 students, 80% of whom are adults, The Oldham
College is clearly a major provider of training for the region. As well
as offering training and education designed to meet individual needs,
The Oldham College has invested in many additional facilities, with

your business needs in mind:

* Information Technology Centre

® The Media Centre

®  The Grange Arts Centre

®  The Barn Owl Restaurant

®  Bespoke Business Trainining (including NVQs)

|1e 40} Sulures3 pue uogeINpa

Aypenb y3iy ‘sjqissadde Suipiroag

For an opportunity to discuss your requirements, please call us on
FREEPHONE 0800 269 480 or
our Commercial Manager, lan Dean, on 0161 785 4230.

‘Oldham Born...

...and Read’
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For details of your nearest Land Rover dealer
call Freephone 100 Land Rover. Fax to: 0181 849 3099 |
Land Rover, Freepost TK 494. Twickenham TW2 5UN.

&D THE BEST 4x4xFAR







GOODFELLAS

THURSDAY,
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
10.00pm - 2.00pm

Over 25°s
Dress: Smart but casual

ROSCOE STREET, OLDHAM
0161-627 5777

PARKFIELD HOUSE
HOTEL

MOORSIDE, OLDHAM
TEL 0161-624 5379
FAX 0161-624 3568

With over 34 years’s-experience, we
consider
ourselves the specialists in
PARTY CATERING, and we would be
pleased to assist you in arranging your

WEDDING RECEPTION,
CHRISTENING, ANNIVERSARIES,
BIRTHDAYS, WORKS/OFFICE
PARTIES, CHARITY FUNCTIONS, etc.

The Parkfield hs an ambience which
will surely complement and enhance
the warmth and happiness of the
occasion
RESIDENTIAL PLEASE TELEPHONE
FOR MENUS

MERCEDES-BENZ

NEW & USED SPARES
Dronsfields (Oldham)
Delph New Road
Delph
01457 871717

SOFTWARE
SYSTEMS
ALL
YOUR
COMPUTER
NEEDS

626 5588




LUGGAGE e CASUAL BAGS o BRIEFCASES o WALLETS/PURSES

FACTORY SHOP

FANTASTIC BARGAINS

Clearance lines and quality seconds SUITCASES =='£14

DIRECT FROM Yol BAGS = £7
THE FACTORY 8 TROLLEY CASES =+ £30
NORMAL OPENING HOURS BRIEFCASES -1 £25

TUES-SAT 10am-4
v i And lots more!

antler

N
(
H

AROUND THE CORNER FROM
GIGG LANE FOOTBALL GROUND -
EASY PARKING

Alfred Street, Bury, Lancs. BL9 9EF

NOW ACCEPTED

Commercial, Criminal &
Private Investigations

for a fast effective and confidential resoltion

Kevin Kershaw
Associates

Westbourne House, 159 Oldham Road,
Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancashire, OL7 9AR
Tel: 0161 343 6510 Mobile: 0374 4559035
Fax: 0161 339 0046

The last home game at Hyde,
against Castleford saw the
return after injury of Greg Burns
at hooker and Paul Norman at
prop. With Myler, Scott Ramson
and Chris McKinney in the side
the team on paper was the
strongest Alliance side we have
put out since Bradford away in
the middle of May.

Although the Hyde ground is a
neat, tidy, ground with a superb
playing surface it is not in the
ideal location. It is not easy to
get to in rush hour traffic on
Thursday evenings and is
awkward to find from the M62
as Castleford found turning up
at 7.15 for a 7.30 kick-off. In the
end the game kicked off at 7.45,
but it must be in everyone’s
interest, the officials, players,
opposing teams and most
importantly the spectators, that
we find a permanent home for
the club which includes all the
teams.

When the game kicked off we
gave away two successive
penalties allowing Castleford to
convert the second and go into
a 2-0 lead. We then hit back

ALLIANGE

strongly we good play by
Deacon, McKinney and Myler
allowing Joe McNicholas the
space to squeeze in at the
corner. The early try gave Joe
the confidence to go on and
produce by far his best
performance of the season. The
early try was followed up by an
opportunist drop goal by Simon
Svaoic after 12 minutes to push
our lead to 5 - 2.

Over the next twenty minutes
we controlled the ball well and
worked really hard on defence
but poor kicking on the last
tackle and failure to find touch
from a penalty meant most of
this period was spent in our
own half. Sustained pressure
from Castleford force a try on
our left hand side to give them a
6-5 lead. | hit back just before
half time when a set move
allowed Gary Burns to find Aidie
Mear running straight and hard
into a hole in the Castleford
defence to score 10 yards to the
right of the posts. Paul Deacon
converted to give an interval
scoreline of | 1-6.

In the second half we started

well and went further in front
when a high kick from Paul
Deacon was by the Castleford
winger and the Oldham Rugby
Union Winger John Webster
joined up to score a try
converted by Paul Deacon.
Castleford showing their
pedigree as a top three side
then hit back, but were aided by
a 6-0 penalty count in the 2nd
half. They score two tries and a
conversion to bring the score to
17-16 with five minutes
remaining. the run of his
previous decisions the referee
gave us an solitary penalty in the
dying minutes which turned
defence into attack. On the
resulting of six Paul Deacon
crowned an outstanding game to
break through draw the full back
and Paul Norman over for the
match winning try. Deacon
converted for a final score 23-
16.

Chris McKinney, Gary Briggs,
and Danny Guest good games
but Jimmy Cowan, Paul Deacon
and Joe McNicholas were
outstanding.

ALLIANGE CHAMPIONSHIP

JULY
THURSDAY 3rd

FRIDAY [8th
THURSDAY 3Ist HULL

FEATHERSTONE ROVERS (A) 7.30pm
THURSDAY 10th CASTLEFORD TIGERS  (H) 7.30pm
HULL KINGSTON ROVERS (A) 7.30pm

THURSDAY 7th

(H) 8.00pm

THURSDAY [4th HALIFAX BLUE SOX
WEDNESDAY 20th WIGAN WARRIORS
THURSDAY 28th WARRINGTON WOLVES(A) 7.30pm

AUGUST
St HELENS (H) 7.30pm
(H) 7.30pm
(A) 7.30pm
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OLDHAM BEARS MERCHANDISE

Replica Home Shirts

Babies 24.99
Childrens 29.99
Adults 38.99
Replica Shorts

Childrens 12.99
Adults 15.99

Tee Shirts
from 6.99 - 11.99

anya uf Jug

Much
more in
store

Town Square
(opposite T | Hughes)

0161 624 96153

Sweatshirts

from 18.00 - 19.99
Jackets

from 34.99 - 39.99
Polo Shirts 15.99
Mini Rugby Balls 4.50
Large Rugby Balls 9.00

BlopEgnerchan

-

Scarfs
Bronx Hats
Badges

Key Rings

Pens

ise now available

-

i \j lmn
f’“‘\?& \

5.00
6.75
1.50
3.00
1.00

OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE
| ROGER HALSTEAD |

Flying back from Australia after Oldham's
games with Townsville and Adelaide in the
World Club Championships | stumbled
across one of the main reasons why our
game in this country is years behind the
game Down Under.

| suspect we were somewhere over Tibet
or Afghanistan. | was engrossed in one of
my Father's Day gifts: the joint
autobiography of Aussie stars Bradley
Clyde (?) and Laurie Daley.

Both came from relatively humble
backgrounds in the vast interior of New
South Wales. And both played League
from the day they first stepped into
primary school at the age of five or six..
Soccer wasn't on the agenda. In winter, it
was League or Aussie rules for the
toddlers. Most preferred League and, even
at that early age, dreamed of the day they
would play for the Raiders or the Sea
Eagles.

We can safely assume that every young
boy in New South Wales and Queensland
handles a rugby ball from soon after they
discard their nappies.

And in much the same way that the
majority of primary school boys in this
country dream of playing soccer for
Manchester United, Liverpool, Arsenal or
the likes, so the Aussie kids from Cairns
to Cantima think only of playing for the
Cowboys, the Raiders or the big clubs in
Sydney.

Even if you isolate Lancashire, Yorkshire
and Cumbria from the rest of the UK, in
a similar way to how | have picked out
Queensland and New South Wales from
the rest of Australia, you still cannot
believe that most kids prefer League to
soccer.

When we try to compare League in
Australia, therefore with League in the
UK the first thing we must deduce is that
it is an uneven contest.

League in this country, whether we like it
or not as enthusiasts of the sport, is a
minority sport which has a similar status
to that of soccer in Australia.

And we all know what would happen if
the top dozen or so Australian soccer

clubs came to England to have a crack at
Tottenham, Man. United etc. Not even
Terry Venables could address the balance
there.

The Australians have been full-time
professionals for several years and the
game receives as much coverage in the
media as soccer does here. It is a massive
business attracting enormous sponsorship
and corporate backing.

You need only to look at the Leagues
clubs at Parramatta or Penrith to get an
idea of what League in Australia is all
about.

Of course it has been ripped apart in the
last 12 months by the ARL versus Super
League row. but once compromise is
reached and the warring factions smoke
the pipe of peace - as they certainly will -
the Aussie game will close ranks once
more and go from strength to strength.
The only thing that surprised me about
the English defeats in the first phase of
the World Championship was the fact
that the game here was shocked by them.
We can be competitive now at Test level
because no matter how strong a county is
it can only have |3 players on the field at
once.

But haven't we always recognised that the
Aussies could probably pick three or four
teams to give us a run? Accept that and it
naturally follows that they will be stronger
all round at club level.

Option |

2 nights by coach

£119.00

N ob

presents the only official club trip to Paris
PARIS v OLDHAM BEARS

Oldham Bears

in association with

26th August 1997
Option 2

Depart Monday night, arrive Tuesday
lunch short sightseeing tour. Pick up late
afternoon to travel to match, depart after

match, arrive home early Wednesday

£69.00
for further details phone

0161 6332232

0 PQ‘ Travel

Option 3

2 nights
Flight packages available
from £159.00
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OLDHAM BEARS v NORTH QUEENSLAND COWBOYS
FRIDAY 18th JULY 1997 KICK-OFF 7.30pm

OLDHAM BEARS

Team * T G DG
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