GULTD L PG e U BT LY

\'
HRKINGRUIRUORVES profrCiEl
KU dupin F1.50



] | @)

ormation
) ( | @R

| ) l\ )} 11 f § /- - |

OLDHAM BEARS RLFC

Bear House, 52 Union Street,
Oldham OL1 1DJ
0161 624 4865 (3 lines) General Office
0161 624 1003 Fax Line
0891 44 00 70 Bears Hotline
0161 624 9615 Shop Line

HONOURS
RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS
1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57 Runners Up
1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, 1954-55
FIRST DIVISION CHAMPIONS
1904-05
LANCASHIRE LEAGUE CHAMPIONS
1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1909-10, 1921-22, 1956-57,
1957-58
RUGBY LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS
1899, 1925, 1927 Runners Up 1907, 1912 1924, 1926
LANCASHIRE CUP WINNERS
1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958,
Runners Up 1908, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968, 1986,
1989
SECOND DIVISION CHAMPIONS
1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88
SECOND DIVISION PREMIERSHIP WINNERS
1988, 1990 Runners Up, 1992

CLUB RECORDS
RECORD VICTORY
63-0 v Goole, March 18th 1899 (Challenge Cup Rd 1)
67-6 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD SCORE
70-10 v Bramley, Feb 12th 1995 (Challenge Cup Rd 4)
67-6 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959 (League)
RECORD ATTENDANCE
All Time 28,000 v Huddersfield, 4th Feb 1912
Last 20 years 11,254 v Bradford Bulls, 9th March 1997

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS
TRIES IN A SEASON
REG FARRAR 49 1921-22
TRIES IN A CAREER
Alan Davies 174 1950-61
TRIES IN A MATCH
James Miller 7 v Barry, Oct 31st 1908
GOALS IN A SEASON
Bernard Ganley 200 1957-58
GOALS IN A CAREER
Bernard Ganley 1,358 1950-61
GOALS IN A MATCH
Bernard Ganley 14 v Liverpool City, April 4th 1959
POINTS IN A SEASON
Bernard Ganley 412 1957-58
POINTS IN A CAREER
Bernard Ganley 2,761 1950-61
POINTS IN A MATCH
Abe Johnson 30 v Widnes (12 goals, 2 tries), April 9th 1928
MOST APPEARANCES
Joe Ferguson 628 Sept 1899 - April 1923
MOST CONSECUTIVE APPEARANCES
Joe Lawton 134 Sept 1897 - Nov 1902
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When the final score sounds this afternoon it will
bring an end to a traumatic season for everybody at
Oldham Bears. All the players, coaching staff,
supporters and everybody connected feels the same
after the battle for Super League survival finally took
its last fatal turn in Paris on Tuesday night.

The 23-12 defeat meant that we were doomed to
finish in bottom spot and, unless there is a late, late
reprieve by any decision to increase the number of
teams in the Super League, today's visit from
Warrington Wolves is our last brush with the Super
powers at least for the time being.Of course, there is
still the Premiership Trophy to come - a trip to play the
team finishing fifth at the end of today's matches - but
that, | am sure, hardly rates high in most supporters'’
thoughts just at this moment.

It has been a long, hard struggle not helped by a
long string of injuries to key players in an overstretched squad at a crucial time. Many of the big
money clubs could easily overcome the loss of four or five leading players because they can
afford to have strength in depth. We at Oldham have not got such luxuries.

| think that most supporters will agree that Bob Linder and his players have worked tirelessly to
keep the team in Super League. We all know how important it is to be playing among the elite.
It gives the town and the club a high profile, it is a status symbol in the world of Rugby League.
But as | warned in the Wigan programme, life outside the top flight can be a nightmare without
the support and the will to get back among the big guns at the first opportunity. Just look at
the rugby towns of Workington Town and Widnes if you think | exaggerate.

So where do we - the Oldham Bears - go from here?

We are a club playing on a rented ground, using rented training facilities and rented offices. But
there are four other Super League clubs in exactly the same boat - three of them among the so-
called big city clubs of the Super League status.

| know it is hard for any fans to see on the any bright side to look on at this moment but
Oldham is a club of more than 100 years tradition and we have been relegated before and
bounced back.

If doom and gloom is your style then there isn't much | can say that will change your mind.
Super League status may be lost (temporarily) but now is the time to build for the future,
Oldham Rugby League has to have a future - we are not quite ready to roll over and die.

Other clubs have come back from seemingly being ready for burial before they were dead -
even Wigan spent time in the second division. And how many incarnations have London had?

Finally, thanks to those who have supported the club through what | said has been a traumatic
season. In the end injuries, a few points either way, could have made all the difference. Today's
visitors Warrington have hit a run of form lately so hopefully we can bring down the curtain
with a good performance.

Jim Quinn
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LAWRENCE
PERRINS
& SONS LIMITED

ESTABLISHED 1947
176, Oldham Road, Springhead,

Oldham. OL4 5SJ
Telephone: 0161 624 1723
Fax: 0161 624 3798

PLUMBERS — ELECTRICIANS
HEATING ENGINEERING
SECURITY SYSTEMS

Y
CAR
STEEL TRADING LTD

LONDON HOUSE
29A LONDON ROAD
STOCKTON HEATH

WARRINGTON
WA4 6SG

TELEPHONE: 01925 601111
FAX: 01925 604000
MOBILE: 0836 600609

“STEEL PARCELS AT
TRABE PRICES”

LOCALLY
MANUFACTURED
RADIAL FIT
COUPLING BOLTS
FOR MARINE
AND POWER
INDUSTRIES
WORLDWIDE

Pilgrim

INTERNATIONAL

; Pilgrim International Ltd,
Ripponden Road, Oldham, England. OL1 4SB.
Tel: 0161-624 8005 Fax: 0161-626 4945

TARA

SPORTS & LCISURC CENTRC
FOR
PRIVATC FUNCTIONS
sporeing Fundraisers, engagements, birchdays, office partics
OR
sunday lunch écfore che game!

lu)urious Rescaurane, cadarec suice arxd Gars

EXCELLENT GUAD AND TRAINING FACILITIES as used by..
..THE OLDHAQD BEARS

saunasolarium.coning cadlcs.step acrodics

VERY COWPETITIVELY PRICEDII

GRAINS ROAD, SHAW, OLDHAM,
TEL: 01706 841460




emory Lane

by Don Yates

Don Yates looks back to a match from yesteryear

The years immediately after the Second World War
were exceptional for sport in general and rugby
league in particular. Huge crowds flocked to see
matches with the Warrington team of that era
being one of the big crowd pullers. They had a
good, young side in those days which went on to
dominate the domestic scene in the late 40s and
early 50s.

Warrington’s dominance began in the 1947-48 sea-
son, a season which began for them here in
Oldham. It also began with a defeat, Warrington
losing a league match at Watersheddings by 14-3.
Their final league match of that campaign also
involved Oldham although the result was a little dif-
ferent. Warrington won 45-3 with Brian Bevan
scoring five of their 11 tries. That result left
Warrington second in the Championship table
behind Wigan and with a home match against
Huddersleld in the Championship semi-final. As
expected Warrington beat Huddersfield 17-5 but
the other semi-final produced a shock, Bradford
Northern won at Wigan 15-3.

The Championship Final was staged at Maine
Road, Manchester and drew a crowd of 69,143.
Warrington were slight favourites but they were up
against a side who had enjoyed a tremendous fin-
ish to their season. They had lost only two of their
previous 18 matches. The week before they had
lost 8-3 at Wembley against Wigan and, signifi-
cantly, six weeks previously had lost 2I-5 at
Wilderspool.

The teams for that final were as follows:

Bradford Northern: George Carmichael; Eric
Batten, Des Case, Ernie Ward, Alan Edwards; Willie
Davies, Donald Ward; Frank Whitcombe, Vic
Darlison, Herbert Smith, Trevor Foster, Barry Tyler &
Ken Traill. Warrington: Les Jones; Brian Bevan, Bryn
Knowelden Albert Pimblett, Stan Powell; Jackie
Fleming, Gerry Helme; Billy Derbyshire, Dave
Cotton, Bill Riley, Jim Featherstone, Bob Ryan &
Harold Palin.

The match had the classic ingredients of a powerful and
efficient Warrington outfit taking on Bradford who,
critics agreed, had more flair and footballing acumen.
Warrington began the better and after ten minutes
went in front with a penalty from Harold Palin. Although
Warrington were the more workmanlike side they also
had a footballing genius in the shape of winger Brian
Bevan. When he got going no-one could stop him.
After 15 minutes he got going. Five-nil to Warrington.
That score remained until halftime although Bradford
were unlucky not to trouble the scoreboard attendant
on a couple of occasions.

Warrington began the second-half as they had
the first, and again they made their pressure
count. Stan Powell scored for Harold Palin to
convert and leave Northern with a mountain to
climb. Undeterred, Bradford hit back and
played some sparkling rugby. They were
rewarded when centre Des Case sliced through
the Warrington defence for a try. Warrington’s
players claimed that Ernie Ward’s conversion
attempt went wide but the goal was given and
Northern were back to within a score of
Warrington. This was the signal for Warrington
to tighten up their defence and show their
opponents that they too had some talented
backs. As a result they got well on top and it
was no surprise when Albert Pimblett crossed to
put the match beyond Bradford. Harold Palin
landed a penalty in the closing minutes to make
the final score I5-5 in Warrington’s favour.

It was Warrington5 first Championship success.
They won the title again in 1954, when they
beat Oldham, and in 1955 but they have not
won it since. Warrington have enjoyed success
in other competitions but the Championship
remains the big one and everyone at
Wilderspool is determined that Championship
success will be achieved in the not too distant
future.

Adamsons

CRASH REPAIR CENTRE =——

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Appproved repairers to all leading
insurance companies

Cross Street, Bottom o’th
Moor, Oldham OL4 1JG

Tel:
0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

24 hour recovery service, Quality
Workmanship Always
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19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

Stones

1. Name

2. Date of Birth
3. Birthplace

4. Height

5. Weight

6. Nickname at Club
7. Occupation
8. Home

9. Car

10. Married

11. Children

PLAYER QUESTIONNAIRE

Media Guide

Joe Faimalo

28.7.70.

Christchurch, New Zealand
6ft

105kg - 16.5st

‘Smokin’

Prof.Rugby League Player
Oldham

Nissan Micra

Yes, Alana

Too Young

12. What was your ambition as a child?

To be a doctor

13. Who was your boyhood hero?

Mal Meninga

14. What has been your biggest thrill in Rugby?

Scoring a try in my very first game U1 1’s

15. Which present day player do you admire most?

16. Who is the greate

17. What is the best

Steve Renouf

st player there has ever been?
Olsen Philapina

part of your job?
Picking up my pay packet.

18. If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would buy?

What is your best quality?
Easy Going.

What is your worst quality?
Too easy Going.

What other sports and
hobbies do you have?

Guitar, relaxing, water sports, pool
What is your biggest phobia?
Insects

Which famous person would
you most like to meet?
Michael Jordan or Mike Tyson
What is your most prized
possession?

My wife

Do you have an unusual food
that improves your game?
Coco rice

Favourite TV programme?
Fresh Prince of Bel Air

Favourite Pop Star?

Mariah Carey

Favourite Food?

KEE.

Favourite Drink?

Coke

A holiday away from Oldham.

ﬁab‘o}r@ﬂé
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Another great signing
for Oldham Bears

Thoe Co7

Oldham Bears have made another great signing.
The Co-operative Bank has joined the team, ready and willing
to help them reach their goal. It’s sure to be a great season!

For all your Business needs call 0345 215215
For all your Personal Banking needs call 0345 212212

The C®PERATIVE BANK

The Co-operative Bank p.l.c. 1 Balloon Street. P.O. Box 101. Manchester M60 4EP.

‘Oldham Born... L

...and Read’
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Rugby League clubs, facing a major crisis in the game,
meet at Leeds on Wednesday to discuss the way forward.
Lots of hard talking will have to be done because,
whichever way you look at it, the game faces massive
problems.

They were highlighted by recent events at Wigan where
the resignation of chairman Jack Robinson and his No, 2
Tom Rathbone, put the spotlight on that famous club’s
massive financial crisis.

A team of RFL financial experts later arrived at Central Park
to investigate the extent of the debt and recommend the
way forward.

The crisis at one of the worlds most famous rugby league
clubs must have set alarm bells ringing throughout Super
League and beyond.

If Wigan, of all clubs, have a cash crisis, what about the
rest?

As we approach the end of the second Super League
season, clubs are coming to terms with the fact that the
Murdoch revolution hasn't made the impact many
expected of it.

The financial worries at most clubs began many years
before Murdoch’ intervention, but the media tycoon’s
injection of £87-million over five years now looks small
change if it was intended to restore the bank manager’s
smile.

Some £35-million will already have been pumped into the
game, but most of it must have gone on paying off debts
or keeping players happy judging by the number of clubs

By Roger Halstead, Rugby League Writer

now hoisting distress signals.

With the Murdoch millions, of course, came orders from
above that Super League clubs had to turn their part-time
players into full time professionals and employ all manner
of men such as media managers, marketing experts and
chief executives.

The revolution, which also included a switch to summer
rugby, was intended to pull in the fans like never before.
In reality, and with odd exception, it has alienated many
traditionalists and failed to attract new fans in sufficient
numbers to turn deficits into profits.

A salary cap alone will not provide the solution. If Oldham
Bears face an uncertain future, the sport as we know it
faces an even bigger one.

Due to copy deadlines, last weekends Bank Holiday, and
the game in Paris on Tuesday, | had to submit these notes
before the outcome of the relegation battle was known.
Hopefully, Oldham’ Super League survival hopes will still
be alive as the club goes into its final league game of the
season today against Warrington. If that is the case, we
should be in for quite an occasion.

Relegated or not, the Bears face a difficult future, not
merely because of the sort of financial problems that are
currently undermining the sport as a whole, but because
they have no home of their own.

I suspect that both for the Bears and the game of rugby
league, it will be a traumatic close season which will
throw up many questions.

Lets hope the answers are the right ones.

Albert Mill
Cromford Street
Oldham

0161-633-5653

Welcome to the very best
fitness centre in Oldham
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Slatistical

Compiled by Don Yates

The final visitors to Boundary Park
during this 1997 Super League sea-
son are Warrington, one of the
founder members of the Rugby
Football League. This aftemoon
they will be meeting Oldham for
the 204th time. The Roughyeds
have won 84 of the 203 previous
matches with Warrington having
won 110 and nine matches having
ended all square.

Oldham’s biggest win in that
sequence came way back in
November 1898 when winger
Martin scored four tries as the
Roughyeds won  35-0 at
Watersheddings. The best win
Oldham achieved at Wilderspool
came in Aprii 1910 when
Warrington were defeated 32-0.
Warringtons best results against
Oldham came during a four day
spell in September 1948.

First of all Oldham were beaten 55-
0 at Wilderspool in the semi-final of
the Lancashire Cup and four days
later Warrington won 37-0 at
Watersheddings. In both those
matches legendary winger Brian
Bevan scored five tries.

1987-88

1988-89

1989-90

1990-91

1991-92

1992-93

1993-94

1994-95

1995-96

1996

1997

RESULTS OF OLDHAM v.WARRINGTON

MATCHES DURNG THE PAST TEN SEASONS

Warrington 10 Oidham 14
Warrington 17 Oidham 6
Warrington 32 Oldham 30
Oldham 14 Warrington 21
Oldham 16 Warrington 2
Oldham 16 Warrington 24
Oldham 6 Warrington 10
Oldham 4 Warrington 2
Warrington 22 Oldham 14
Oldham 3 Warrington 8
Oldham 33 Warrington 20
Oldham 12 Warrington 18
Warrington 23 Oldham é
Warrington 55 Oldham 6
Oldham 52 Warrington 22
Warrington 40 Oldham 8
Oldham 30 Warrington 9
Oldham 4 Warrington 26
Oidharn 35 Warrington 24

Warrington 42 Ol&am 24

Warrington 28 Oldham 18

089144 00 70
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(Regal Trophy)

(Challenge Cup)

(Regal Trophy)

[Lancs Cup Final at St.Helens)

(Challenge Cup s-final at Wigan)

Challenge Cup)

(Lancashire Cup)

(Challenge Cup)

DETAILS OF WARRINGTON'S LAST VISIT TO OLDHAM

Sunday 9th June 1956
Super League

At Watersheddings

OLDHAM 35 WARRINGTON 24
haiftime 264
attendance 3,243

Oldham tries Adrian Belle, Daren Abram, lan
Sherratt, Rob Myler & David
Bradbury.
goals Paul Topping (7)
dropped goal Martin Crompton.

Warrington tries Toa Kohe-Love (2), Jon Roper,

Richard Henare & Willie Swann.
lestyn Harris (2.

goals
Oldham: Paul Atcheson; Adrian Belle,
Darren Abram, Paul Topping, Rob
Myler; Paul Crook, Martin Crompton;
lan Sherratt, Jon Clarke, Gary
Lord, Matt Munroe, Joe Fairnalo &
David Bradbury. Substitutes, lan
Gildart, Howard Hill, Andy Patmore &
Paul Davidson.
Warrington: Chris Eckersley; Mark
Forster, Toa Kohe-Love, Jon Roper,
Richard Henare; lestyn Harris, Willie
Swann; Mark Jones, Andy Bennett,
Mark Hilton, Paul Sculthorpe, Paul
Cullen & Chris Rudd. Substitutes,
Paul Barrow, Kris Watson, Paul Hulme
& Ronnie Kettlewell.

Quality colour print ...
when you need it !

COLOUR PRINTERS LIMITED
Units 4-5 Pennant Street Oldham
Tel: 0161 620 5547 Fax: 0161 620 5535



OLDHAM NISSAN

DRIVE INTO THE

SUPER LEAGUE
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THE ONLY NAME YOU NEED

FOIRR INIEISS A RN
ST. MARY'’S WAY, OLDHAM. TEL: 0161 628 6200

OPEN MON-FRI 8-7 SAT 8-5 SUN 11-5

NEIL GIBBISON

B.D.S., V.U. Manc.
DReNnEtEa/ =Sty o¥e '0in

36 Oldham Road Uppermill Oldham OL3 6HV
Telephone: Saddleworth (01457) 872108




We had a lovely trip through the lakes last
saturday for our last away league fixture of the
season to Whitehaven who we beat quite
convincingly a month ago at home. We were in
good spirits on the way up the weather was
scorching but we were making good time and
stoppeed for breakfast at Tebay with plenty of
time to spare but what a difference a few miles
makes, we hit a traffic jam and did'nt get to the
ground till 20 minutes before the kick-off.

The troubles of the first team decimated the

Alliance squad for the away game to Wigan of all
places, it was a case of ringing around and
chasing volunteers to play due to the call up of
Jimmy Cowans, Tony Nuttall, Rob Myler, Afi Leuila
and Chris McKinney for first team duty. Add to this
a county call up at Academy level for Paul Deacon
and injuries to Gary Burns, Danny Guest, Paul
Norman and Karl Switzner you can appreciate the
difficulty in fielding 17 players.

In the event we went to Wigan with a team
consisting mainly of Academy and amateur
players, looking particularly weak in the pack. In
the event Wigan took an early lead and having
pushed into third spot in the Alliance
championship | expected them to run riot against
clearly inferior opposition on paper.

To their great credit, the Oldham team showed
tremendous character and team spirit and hit
back with a Svabic try under the posts.

With Wiganers Prescott and Meade leading from
the front we played ourselves into the game with
Craig Barker having an outstanding game in
attack, up front Hugh Gumbs, Craig Sutcliffe from
Shaw, and David Milne rose to the challenge
leading to another Prescott try before half-time. In
the circumstances we went 20 - 10 down and |
was certainly the happiest of the two coaches.
For the first twenty minutes of the second half we
matched Wigan try for try with two from Joe
McNicholas and one from Hugh Gumbs.
Unfortunately Svabic hit the posts twice with
conversion attempts from the touchline which
reduced the pressure on Wigan.

With ten minutes remaining the score was 30-22
before Wigan scored two tries to finish up 40-22
victors. In the final analysis to score five tries at
Wigan with a team almost thrown together was

Whitehaven caught us still asleep and were 10
points up in as many minutes but our lads
showed great character to claw their way back
into the game and led by 12 - 10 at half time
scoring twice through scrum half Wilkes and a
goal through Svabic we held out till threequarter
time and then a bad mistake by our winger let
them in for the matchwinner but our lads showed
plenty of character to come back and take the
lead and that pleased me. Brian Gartland

CERREDDIE

quite an achievement.

Overall this season | have been pleased with the
progress made at Alliance level. Despite the
problems at first team level we have achieved a
mid table place and reached the senior final of
the Alliance Cup, losing only 3-2 to the eventual
winners of the trophy, Wigan.

From being relegated and then reprieved at the
end of last season we have shown a significant
improvement.

During the season we have beaten all the teams
in the top six and if the same players had been
available for games against weaker sides such as
Salford, Featherstone, Halifax and Warrington, |
am sure we were capable of pushing Leeds for
the title.

Paddy Kirwan

Theres a greal deal, going on

TEL: 0181-200 0200 FOR YOUR NEAREST BRANCH

Official Supplier
of Electrical
Merchandise for
the Club Shop

TOWN SQUARE
SHOPPING CENTRE, OLDHAM

Tel: 0161-652 3002
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HOW TO PLAY THE GAME

The ball is in touch when it or the
player with it touches the touch
line. The ball is in touch in-goal
when it or a player in contact
with it touches the touch

The forward pack forms the scrum and all other players must
stand behind the scrum. The halfback of the not guilty side then
feeds the ball into the scrum except the half who stands next to
the scrum. y
L ) A wcrum is formed after a knock-on, an unintentional forward

. Um 253 i from al play.

4. Place kick centre of 20 line paos oe after the ball goes over the side line general play :
5. Place kick centre of 20m line

6. Goal line drop out

~ Scrum  Knock-on Team tackled  Taclle coont  Handover
3 five successive  cancelled  team tackled  pass
times slartagain five successive
times

FORWARD PASS OR KNOCK-ON

A pass is legal provided it goes backwards to a team
mate. if the ball is accidentally propelied Y
with a player's arm or hand, it’s called a knock-oa.
If the opposition takes possession of the ball, it

then Is play. However, if the attacking side
retrieves the ball, the referee will call for a scrum.




PARIS AUTOMOBILES

SPECIALIST REPAIRS &
SERVICING ON ALL MODELS

BY TRAINED CITROEN MECHANICS

FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE
ESTABLISHED 1989

FLEET CONTRACTS AVAILABLE

OPEN 6 DAYS Ny !
NOBODY BEATS OUR PRICES P { 8 0161665 18] 9
CONTACT THE TRUE SPECIALISTS ON | (S Ralls e
0161 477 6030 7o g, )Y ROYION OLDHAMOL25AH

~ TANFIELD (o1dham) LIMITED
s Sl LN s S P 8) e Mo Ao M B

OLDHAM Rugby League Club
working together in the Superleague

TANFIELD (Oldham) Limited

125 Chamber Road,
Oldham,

Lancashire

OL8 1AA

Tel: 0161-633 4872

0161-627 0435

Fax: 0161-627 0448
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On This Da

It was on this day in 1957, Saturday 3l st August, that
full-back Frank Dyson enjoyed a field day in
Huddersfields 68-19 home victory over Batley in a
Yorkshire Cup-tie. He landed 13 goals and still found
time to cross for a couple of tries for a total of 32 points.
Winger Mick Sullivan also enjoyed himself that day, scor-
ing six tries.

Six years later, on Saturday 31 st August 1963, Dyson
had moved on to Oldham as player-coach and he
landed seven goals that day as the Roughyeds beat
Batley 44-7 in a Second Division match at
Watersheddings. Winger Trevor Simms scored a hattrick
of tries in that

match.

Another high scoring match took place on Saturday
31st August 1935 down in Sydney, Australia where
Western Suburbs defeated Canterbury 65-11 with half-
back Les Mead scoring a try and 12 goals. Five years
after suffering that disappointing defeat Canterbury suf-
fered further disappointment on Saturday 31st August
1940 when they lost 24-14 to Eastern Suburbs in the
Australian Premiership Final. The Roosters pack, which
included Ray Stehr and Joe Pearce, proved too much for
Canterbury before a crowd of 24,167 at Sydney Cricket
Ground. Back to Britain where, on Wednesday 31st
August 1960, Yorkshire met Lancashire before a crowd
of 15,045 at Belle Vue, Wakefield. The Tykes led 17-8 at
half-time but Lancashire hit back to win 21-20. Both
Oldham and Warrington were well represented in that
match. Oldham stand-off Alan Kellett scored a try for

Yorkshire and centre Alan Davies two tries for
Lancashire. Warrington had four players in the
Lancashire line-up, full-back Eric Fraser (two goals),
winger Bobby Greenhough (try), centre Jim Challinor
and second-row forward Laurie Gilfedder (goal). In
addition, Warrington whistler Charlie Appleton was in
charge of the match.

On Tuesday 31st August 1 965, Oldham entertained the
New Zealand tourists. It was a dour encounter which
the Kiwis won 5-2. Full-back John Winton landed a
penalty for Oldham whilst Kevin Dixon scored the Kiwi
try which was converted by Jack Fagan. Making his
debut for Oldham that evening was scrum-half Tommy
Canning who had been signed from the Vulcan RUFC.

Ten years later, on Sunday 31st August 1975, Rochdale
Hornets lost 22-10 at home to Workington Town in a
Lancashire Cup-tie. Making his debut for Hornets that
day was second-row forward Wally Jones who had
been signed from Warrington for £500 earlier that
month. Jones later moved on to Oldham where he
gave good service to the Roughyeds.

Finally, it was on this day in 1969, Sunday 31st August,
that the undefeated former World Heavyweight Boxing
Champion, Rocky Marciano was killed in a plane crash.

A nice thought 24 hours before | fly home from
Australia.

Shlm e Members

PARIS AUTO'S (The Citroen Specialist) 0161 477 6030

LYNDON TELECOM 0161 628 2461
TOMMYFIELD 0161 652 8648
SPINNERS TAVERN 0161 287 2772
GREYHOUND 0161 624 4504
THE SWAN (Lees) 0161 633 0336
THE PEELS (Springhead) 0161 665 2272

0161 628 3979

THE ROACHES LOCK (£100 winner-week 26)

01457 834288
HARE & HOUNDS (Stalybridge) 0161 338 4614
THE NEW INN (£100 winner-week 29)

0161 308 4337
THE FARRIARS ARMS 01457 872124
HALFWAY HOUSE (Royton) 0161 624 0166
MINDERS 0161 624 6081
YATE'S WINE LODGE (Oldham) 0161 626 9520

YATE'S WINE LODGE (Ashton-U-Lyne) 0161 330 3888

THE COMMERCIAL (Uppermill) 01457 872513
RAILWAY & LINNET 0161 643 2047
HORTON ARMS 0161 624 7793

ELEVENWAYS (£100 winner-week 33)0161 624 8830

THE GROTTON HOTEL
HARE & HOUNDS (Shaw Rd) (£100 winner-week 24)

0161 624 2376

0161 520 2516
DOG & PARTRIDGE (Middleton Rd) 0161 628 4198
TOP HOUSE 0161 624 1556
BLACKHORSE (£100 winner-week 24)

0161 624 2921
BULLS HEAD 0161 624 5822
DOG & PARTRIDGE (Round Thorn Rd)

0161 624 3335
FLOWERPOT 0161 624 3446
GEORGE-AMERICAN BAR 01457 832148
OXFORD 0161 624 1866
WHITE SWAN 0161 624 5454

THE STAR (Shaw)
DUKE OF YORK (Shaw)

01706 847383
01706 845460

RAILWAY (Shaw) 01706 846261
STREETBRIDGE COLLIERS 0161 688 4315
OLD GREY MARE 0161 624 2719
ALBION INN 0161 655 3757
BROOK TAVERN 0161 624 3789
GARDENERS (Rhodes-Middleton) 0161 654 6602
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SHere and There

With Don Yates

Last Saturday the National Conference League season began and it continues now with a full programme of
matches throughout the winter. Next Saturdays fixtures include top Lancashire side Woolston Rovers at home to
Egremont Rangers in the Premier Division whilst the other Warrington based club, Crosfields, travel away to York
where they play

New Earswick All Blacks in a Second Division fixture. Those two clubs are at home on alternate Saturdays during
most of the season thereby providing excellent fare for Warrington fans throughout the winter months.

Here in Oldham we are fortunate enough to have a Conference League Premier Division match in the town each
Saturday throughout the season. Saddleworth Rangers play at Shaw Hall Bank Road, Greenfield and St.Annes play
at Higginshaw Road, Oldham Edge. Matches at Saddleworth kick-off at 2.30pm throughout the season because
Rangers’ ground is equipped with floodlights. Saints” matches also kick-off at 2.30pm although during the dark
months the kick-offs are brought forward to 2pm. There is excellent coverage of the local amateur game in the
Oldham Chronicle with Roger Halstead not only covering Conference matches but every amateur club in the
Oldham area including junior and schoolboy teams.

The standard of rugby produced by the Conference clubs is first class so any fan wishing to continue with his

weekly fix" of rugby should go along to the following matches throughout the winter.

Saturday, 6th September
Saddleworth Rangers v. Dudley Hill

Saturday, 13th September
St.Annes v. St.Patricks

Saturday, 20th September
Saddleworth Rangers v. St Annes

Saturday, 27th September
St.Annes v. Woolston Rovers

Saturday, 4th October
Saddleworth Rangers v. Beverley

Saturday, 11th October
St.Annes v. Egremont Rangers

Saturday, 18th October
Saddleworth Ratlgers v. Heworth

Saturday, 25th October
St.Annes v. Lock Lane

Saturday, 1st November
no match, first test at Wembley

Saturday, 8th November
Saddleworth Rangers v. Askam

Saturday, 15th November
St.Annes v. Beverley

Saturday, 22nd November
St Annes v. Walney Central

Saturday, 29th November
Saddleworth Rangers v. Egremont Rangers

Saturday, 6th December
Challenge Cup (1)
‘Both Saints & Rangers will be at home

Saturday, 13th December
StAnnes v. Leigh Miners

Saturday, 20th December
Challenge Cup (2)

Saturday, 3rd January
St.Annes v. Saddleworth Rangers

Saturday, 10th January
Challenge Cup (3)

Saturday, 17th January
Saddleworth Rangers v. May 1 eld

Saturday, 24th January
St.Annes v. West Hull

Saturday, 31st January
Saddleworth Rangers v. Walney Central

Saturday, 7th February
St Annes v. Dudley Hill

Saturday, 14th February
Saddleworth v. St.Patricks
St.Annes v. Askam

Saturday, 21st February
Saddleworth Rangers v. Lock Lane

Saturday, 28th February
Saddleworth Rangers v. Leigh miners

Saturday, 7th March
St. Annes v. Mayrleld

Saturday, 14th March :
Saddleworth Rangers v. Woolston Rovers
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Well the time has finally arrived, yes it's our very last
Super League match of the season.

Buster Bear welcomes all you Junior Bears to Boundary
Park today,

We also extend a warm welcome to the players, officials
and supporters of Warrington Wolves who are our oppo-
nents today.

These notes have been written very early so that they
make publication so | am not sure of how our results have
gone over Wigan and Paris, however they have gone lets
make today something special.

Oldham Bears this season have completed something no
other team has done and that is the Junior Bears have
seen that a mascot has represented them at every Super
League ground this season. Can | thank those children
who have achieved this feat you all deserve one big pat
on the back, you have shown that there is still support for
the club and that our Junior section is one of the very
best. A thank you should also go to the clubs where we
have travelled, without their support this could not have
been achieved.

All the children who have been mascots this season will
form a guard of honour when the team leave the tunnel
this aftemoon in a special thank you to the team Finally
but by no means least a very big thanks to Martin
Crompton our team captain, Martin has taken time to
meet each mascot and have their picture taken with him
before each match which has provided a special moment
for the mascots all season.

Thanks Martin.....

Come on OLDHAM, Come on OLDHAM.

The Junior Bears took on Junior Latics last Sunday in a
special event organised by the Royal Mail. Watch out in
the press for how things went, who won the Junior
Supporters Club Challenge and how much the children
raised for the charity of their choice. All the proceeds will
benefit the childrens ward at the Royal Oldham Hospital,
their slogan for the day was ‘kids for kids". Well done to
all those who took part.

Did you get those teasers answered correctly, lets see.....

Q. Which other Super League team did Eric Hughes for-
mally coach. A. St. Helens

Q. Which Wigan player is also known as 'Billy Wiz’
A. Jason Robinson

That's the last set of teasers this season, how did you

Mascot for the match this
last match is Carl Clare
Carl is six years old attends Alt Primary School in Oldham.

Carl is one of two boys and he has a younger brother is
called Cameron and is a year old.

Favourite player for Carl this season has been Afi Leuila .
Carl enjoys playing both Rugby and football.

As itis the last programme notes | have to write the birth-
days will go on until next season and | don't have all that
space, what | do wish is

#qa/y 15’/)&55«41}

to all the Junior Bears who haven't appeared in the pro-
gramme and keep a watch on the post for that special
card on your special day....

Buster Bear!/l/

Don't forget tomorrow evening....... Have you forgot
already. Its our Player of the Season presentation.
Presentations will be made to both First team and ‘A
team player of the season. The first team player has been
chosen by you so | hope you all voted and the ‘A" team
player was chosen on behalf of the Junior bears by Roger
Halstead from the Oldham Chronicle. Admission is free to
Junior Bears and 50p for the adults. Don' forget to bring
your membership pass with you. See you all there at
7.00pm in the Bears Den (Pennine Lounge)

That it from me for this season, all that is lefl[ for me to
write is thanks for being good fun kids, do well at school
and take care..enjoy the game and hope to see you all
after hibernation next season.............

Come on OLDHAM, Come on OLDHAM.

LAV BASTER......

— Page 23 —



OLDHAM BEARS MERCHANDISE
|___PRICELIST

Replica Home Shirts Sweatshirts Scarfs 5.00
Babies 24,99 from 18.00 - 19.99 675
Childrens 20.99 Bronx Hats :
Adults 3g.99 Jackets

from 34.99 - 39.99 Badges =y
Replica Shorts X Kev. Rings 3.00
Childrens PETERRLE 1599, A2
Adults 15.99 Mini Rugby Balls 4.50 Pens 1.00
Tee Shirts Large Rugby Balls 9.00
from 6.99 - 11.99

B bEsbhpEsnerchandise now available

a ‘m:‘. \ e
Much 77} E\’ =7 O\ }W//.
more in ) \&\ ‘!"m[ = " : : ,/.4

store )

Town Square &

(opposite T | Hughes)

0161 624 9615
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LUGGAGE o CASUAL BAGS o BRIEFCASES o WALLETS/PURSES

FACTORY SHOP

FANTASTIC BARGAINS

Clearance lines and quality seconds SUITCASES ==£14
DIRECT FROM 5 —
THE FACTORY | TROLLEY CASES =-+£30

NORMAL OPENING HOURs "SS5 =S Y BRIEFCASES ==~ £25

TUES-SAT 10am-4pm
And lots more!

SHOP
TGO
[ #oorsau srouso

AROUND THE CORNER FROM
GIGG LANE FOOTBALL GROUND - ‘
EASY PARKING Alfred Street, Bury, Lancs. BL9 9EF oW ACCFPTED.

Medlock
Building CQ'/
Limited

THE BROADBENT GROUP OF COMPANIES

Medlock Building Company
are proud to support the Bears
and wish the lads all success
against the Cowboys

The Right Choice




[tors Today

WARRINGTON WOLVES

PAUL HULME Age 30. Joined
Warrington in June 1996 from Widnes,
a club he served with distinction for 12
years, earning Great Britain honours
along the way. Began his career as a
scrum half, but has played a lot of his
rugby in the back row and is more than
an able hooker. A tremendous tackling
forward with a huge heart and appetite
for the game. He is a role model for the
younger players to follow.

CHRIS RUDD Age 27. Centre. Joined
Warrington along with Gary Chambers
from Kells ARLC in Cumbria in February
1988. A Cumbrian County player who
can play in several positions, he has to
date made over 140 appearances for
Warrington, scored 17 tries and kicked
100 goals.

TONY TAPUPU Age 27. Second row
forward who signed for Warrington in
November 1996 from Auckland
Warriors. A strong running forward with
a reputation for winning matches,
much is expected from him over the
coming months at Wilderspool.

PAUL SCULTHORPE Age 19 and
already a seasoned International
second row forward. A tremendous
talent in the modern game, Paul signed
for Warrington in September 1994 and
quickly established himself as a regular
first team player. Toured with Great
Britain last year and was one of the
team's outstanding successes. Paul has
already made 60 first team appearances
and has scored 16 tries.

WARREN STEVENS Age 18. Signed
professional from Orrell St. James ARLC
in October 1995 and has already
impressed in his early first team
appearances. A powerful running
forward who will obviously get better as
he matures, he too is a name for the
future.

SALESI FINAU Age 23. Full name
Salesi Manu O Pangai Peni Finau,
Tongan by birth and represented his
country in the 1995 Rugby League
World Cup where he impressed
sufficiently for Warrington to sign him
on professional forms in November of
that year. Signed as a centre/wing three
quarter he has now progressed to the
front row and has made 25 first team
appearances to date.

PAUL DARBYSHIRE Age 27. Now in
his second spell at Wilderspool whom
he first signed for in May 1988 as a
centre from Wigan St. Patricks ARLC.
Played in the Challenge Cup Semi Final
when 19 and then went to seek his
fortune in Australia. Returned in
December 1996 and was immediately
re-signed by Warrington and now
plays in the second row. Has just
celebrated his century of first team
appearances.

LEE PENNY Joined Warrington in
September 1994 from Orrell St. James
ARLC. A strong running attacking full
back, has already earned Under 21
International honours and has scored
almost 50 tries in 125 first team
appearances.

MARK FORESTER Age 32. One of
the rare band of players who have
played for only one professional club.
Mark joined Warrington in November
1981 and has played in over 360
games, scoring 150 tries for the club. A
former Great Britain International
wing-three quarter, he celebrated a
well earned benefit season in 1992.

TOA KOHE-LOVE Age 20. Signed
for Warrington from New Zealand side
Parramata Panthers in February 1996.
A former junior Kiwi centre, he quickly
established himself in the Warrington
first team and has made 30
appearances to date, scoring 10 tries.
A player with a natural talent from
whom much is expected at
Wilderspool.

JONATHAN ROPER Age 20. Signed
from his home town Cumbrian club in
May 1993. Jonathan is the grandson
of ex-Whitenaven 'legend' Sol Roper.
He earned selection from the Great
Britain Tourists to Fiji, Papua New
Guinea and New Zealand but was
forced to return home with a knee
injury. Now back to full fitness he has
taken over the clubs goalkicking
mantle and has made over 50 first
team appearances for Warrington
scoring 28 tries.

NIGEL VAGANA Age 20. Only joined
Warrington in December 1996 from
Auckland Warriors, and has become an
instant hit at Wilderspool with his
regular try scoring feats, crossing for
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nine tries in his first ten games. Centre
is his preferred position, but can play
equally well at full back or at stand off.

RICHARD HENARE Age 28. Born in
New Zealand. A talented wingman
who joined Warrington in March 1996
from Carlisle and became an instant hit
with his try scoring feats. Has averaged
a try a match in his 27 appearances to
date for the club.

KELLY SHELFORD Age 30. Former
New Zealand International, he joined
Warrington in August 1991 from
Whitehaven. Signed as a loose
forward, but has played much of his
rugby for Warrington as a stand off. A
clever ball player he has been the
inspiration of many fine Warrington
performances. Has made 160
appearances for the club and has
scored 40 tries.

GARY CHAMBERS Age 27. Joined
Warrington from Kells ARLC (Cumbria)
in February 1988. A true on hundred
per center who has suffered form more
than his fair share of injuries over the
years. He has still managed 130
appearances for Warrington and has
represented his native Cumbria.

MARK HILTON Age 22.
Affectionately know as 'The Beast",
Mark is a formidable prop forward who
is surely destined for future honours.
Joined Warrington from Orrell St.
James ARLC in March 1992 and quickly
progressed via the Academy and
Alliance side to become the club's first
choice open side prop forward. He
possesses an incredible work rate and
has to date made 82 first team
appearances.

IAN KNOTT Centre/second row.
Born in Oldham, he joined Warrington
from Wigan St. Judes in October 1993
and has proved to be a regular points
scorer. Age 20, he has already made
over 25 first team appearances. Former
English schools International.

SHAUN GERITAS Age 19. Back row
forward. Joined Warrington from
Woolston ARLC in May 1995. Played in
20 Academy games last season and is
now a regular member of the Alliance
side. A skillful ball handler, he too is a
name for the future.



ﬁ\ Vi

\____,/

T

The Bear Facts
Super League '97

Rd Date Team Venue Time Score  Att
I Sun I6th March Leeds Rhinos A 3pm L3222 11516
2 Fri 21st March  Bradford Bulls H 7.30 L 30-18 5461
3 Fri 28th March Salford Reds () 3pm L3526 5295
4 Tues Ist April  London Broncos (H) 7.30pm L 32-22 3556
5 Sun 6th April Warrington Wolves (A) 3pm L2818 53710
6 Sun 13th April  Paris St Germain (BSKYB) (H) 6.35pm  WI9-18 3396
T Sun 20th April Wigan Warriors () 3pm L 44-10 7885
8 Sun 27th April  Halifax Blue Sox (H) 3pm L 30-29 4236
9 Sun Ilth May Sheffield Eagles (A) 3.15pm WI8-14 4245
10 Sun I8th May  Leeds Rhinos (H) 3pm L 43-26 4500
I Fri 2rd May Bradford Bulls (A) 1.30pm L4228 13262
12 Mon 26th May  Salford Reds (H) 3pm WI19-10 4254
13 Fri 30th May Castleford (H) 7.30pm D 12-12 3667
14 Sun 29th June St Helens (H) 3pm L 30-34
I5  Sun 6th July Sheffield Eagles (H) 3pm L 20-21 2168
[6  Fri llth July Castleford Tigers &) 1.30pm L 20-25 5048
17 Fri 18th July Queensland Cowboys (H) 1.30pm W 20-16 2961
18  Fri 25th July Adelaide Rams (H) 1.30pm L 2-18 3513
19 Tue 5th Aug London Broncos (4) 1.30pm L 34-26
20 Sun 10th Aug St Helens (A) bpm L 36-26
21 Sun ITth Aug Halifax Blue Sox (A) 3pm L40-12 4124
22 Fri 22nd Aug Wigan Warriors (H) 7.30pm L 32-26
23 Tues 26th Aug Paris St Germain ()
24 Sun 3lst Aug Warrington Wolves (H) 3pm
-
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Number 14

Matt Munro

Number 13
David Bradbury
David Stephenson

Number 12
Joe Faimalo
Nomber 26
Luke Goodwin

Paul Deacon

Number 25

on Temu
antha Brown

Number 10

=

Number 9
John Clarke
Brett Goldspink

Nomber 8
lan Gildart
Yince Fawcett

Number 22



Oldham Bears v Warrington Wolves

No  PLAYER . Neo  PrAYER
1 " PAUL ATCHESON 1 LEE PENNY
2 SCOTT RANSON 19 SAI.E__SI FINAU
3 DARREN ABRAM 4 JONATHON ROPER
3 AL S OPDING 6 NIGAL VAGUNA
2 MARK FORSTER
6 FRANCIS MALONEY
16 KELLY SHELFORD
7 MARTIN CROMPTON
37 LEE BRIERS
9 JOHN CLARKE
10 GARY CHAMBERS
11 GARY LORD
7 WILLIE SWANN
12 JOE FAIMALO
18 GEORGE MANN
5 ROB MYLER
12 TONY TOLUPU
16 HOWARD HILL
21 IAN KNOTT
20 AFI LEUILA
13 PAUL SCULTHORPE
23 BRETT GOL
GOLDSPINK o=
26 LUKE GOODWIN 55 VD A
27 DAVID STEPHENSON 20 MICHAEL WAINWRIGHT
28 DAVID JONES 42 RICHIE EYRES
29 TONY NUTTALL 23 WARREN STEVENS
REFEREE

TOUCH JUDGEs '°Pearanged . cOAL JUDGES

To be arranged To be arranged

— Page 30 —



LONDON RECORDS
presents

marion

this world and body

PRE-MATCH
GUEST
APPEARANCE

SPECIAL THANKS FOR
THE USE OF MUSIC
FROM THE
1996 ALBUM

SOFTWARE
SYSTEMS
ALL YOUR COMPUTER
NEEDS

626 5588
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