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WIDNES VIKINGS v OLDHAM
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KICK OFF 3.00pm
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“Wishing
the Vikings every

Success for the

1998 Season”
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We welcome the players, officials,
and spectators of Oldham RLFC for
this Silk Cut Challenge Cup tie.

For our first competitive match at the Halton Community
Stadium we couldn’t have more appropriate visitors than
Oldham, for whom this is a first game against professional
opposition (excluding friendlies) since their rebirth this
winter.

Although ourselves and Leigh benefited indirectly as a result
of the Bears financial problems last year by way of
‘promotion’, nobody here took any pleasure at all in
watching the predicament of a fellow club, and a famous
club at that.

We are delighted that professional Rugby League lives on in
the town and we extend our very best wishes ‘to all
concerned with the Roughyeds as they seek to re-establish
themselves in the game.

We hesitate to draw too many conclusions from our game
with Leigh a fortnight ago - after all, last season opened on a
wave of optimism and we all know how that ended - but we
can at least say that there were signs of hope in that game.
No doubt it will take a little while for our new look team to
gell together (and elsewhere in this programme you'll find an
article detailing who has come and gone during the off
season) but when it does the early indications are that we
might surprise one or two opponents who remember the
Vikings of 1997.

Many of you will have read in the local press of the untimely
death of Stephen Wood ]nr. As well as being a devoted
Widnes fan, Ste was our scoreboard operator for several
years and he always performed his duties efficiently and with
good humour, even through his long battle with illness. We
would like to extend our sympathies to Stephen’s family and
friends, including his brother Paul who is on the Vikings
playing staff. May Stephen rest in peace.
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CLUB OFFICIALS

Chief Patron;
Rt.HON LORD ASHLEY of STOKE, CH

Directors: A A Chambers (Chairman),
T W Heet (Vice Chairman),
E Bate, R Brown, S Evans, A Harris,
J A Hodgson, ] Mills, A Murray,
J H Quinn, F Vowles.

Football Secretary/Commercial Manager:
F Myler
Company Secretary: K Fardoe
Football Manager/
first Team Coach:
Graeme West
Alliance Coach: C Whitfield
Academy Coach: B Long
Hon. Surgeon: Mr P Rostron
Club Doctors: Dr G Tandy and
Dr P Stockton
Physiotherapists:
K Fisher & D Vose
Hon Dental Surgeon;
Mr | Hawley
Safety Officer: P Cunningham

GENERAL OFFICE TELEPHONE:

0151-495 2250.
Fax 0151-423 2720

CLUB HONOURS
Division One Champions
1977-78, 1987-88, 1988-89
Challenge Cup Winners
1930, 1937, 1964, 1975, 1979,
1981, 1984
Lancashire League Winners
1919-20
Lancashire Cup Winners
1945, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1978,
1979, 1991
John Player Trophy Winners
1976, 1979, 1992
Premiership Winners
1980, 1982, 1983,

1988, 1989, 1990
Floodlit Trophy Winners 1978
Charity Shield Winners
1988, 1989, 1990

European & World Club Champions 1989
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W AN INTERVIEW WITH VIKINGS’
&2 HEAD COACH GRAEME WEST...

Q. How would you sum up the pre-season just gone?
A. It was excellent. We asked a lot of questions of the players, their
commitment and their ability and the majority of them have come
through with flying colours - I'm proud of them. We've been training five
days a week since the end of October and that is a lot of time that
we've asked the squad to put in, especially given the fact that the
contracts certainly aren’t on the Super League scale.
At the end of the process I've had to select my first team squad and it
wasn't easy. One or two who were on the fringes but who missed out
are understandably upset but they know that the door isn’t closed
to anyone. If they do the job in the reserve grades and give of their
best they’ll put pressure on the players above them and,
hopefully, give me a few more tough decisions to make before
h the season’s over.

Q. We seemed to play quite a bit of football in the game
against Leigh - is that how you want the team to
operate this season?
A. Well I'm all in favour of playing an open game,
but I'm emphasising patience to the team. They
have to set up the positions through the
forwards first before they look to put on a
backline shot. And if they do come up with
an error | want them to settle things down
for a while and give themselves a break
from tackling - there's nothing worse
than trying to rectifying a mistake by
playing basketball stuff only to turn
the ball over to the opposition
straight away again. No team can
afford to do nothing but tackle. So
yes, football is great, it entertains
the fans, but if we are going to
win games we have to walk
before we can run.
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Q. What do you make of the new set
up, with the extra games and the end
of season play-offs?

A. It's a great thing. Maybe there are
one or two too many league matches,
but nothing we can’t cope with. And
everyone should have something to play
for in the last few weeks of the season,
whether it's aiming for the play-offs or
trying to avoid the drop. Ffrom our point
of view I'm hopeful that we can move
up the table compared to last season’s
showing. The last couple of months in
1997 we beat quite a few of the fancied
teams for this season and should have
beaten a few more. So we could do
well.

Q. Oldham are a bit of an unknown
quantity today, aren’t they?

A. | watched them at Hunslet a few
weeks back and although they
struggled, they showed plenty of spirit
and | expect more of the same today.
They’ll also have a few faces who
weren't on show when | saw them. The
thing about Oldham, no matter who's in
the side, is that they have a great cup
fighting tradition and they won't lie
down and die today. | remember playing

for Wigan at Watersheddings at a Mg‘j |

time when we were winning
everything, and that little git Paddy
Kirwan popped up and scored a try
in the last minute to knock us out!

Q. Not counting any chickens, but if we
do win today, would you fancy Wigan
down here in the next round?

A. Well, as you say, we've got this one to
get through first, but I've never been one
to spend time wondering who we might
draw in a later round. You get who you
get and you make the best of it, and
that's all there is to it.

Q. Finally, what do you make of the new
twinning arrangements between Super
League and lower division sides?

A. I'm very wary of it. So long as the loan
periods don't go beyond the current one
month, then | don’t suppose it makes
much difference. But | suspect that the
big clubs might have their hidden
motives, and what they give with one
hand they might take away with the
other. | don’t suppose the lower clubs will
be too happy if their best players are
whisked away.
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ALL THE BEST FOR THE
1998 SEASON

To our own Widnes Vikings,
from the staff and customers of your local
Wholesale Cash and Carry Depot.
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CIGARETTES, WINES SPIRITS & BEER, CONFECTIONERY,
GROCERY & CATERING GOODS




J. B. MORRIS

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS gs:1960

Our quality, cost effective services include the following:

Personal Accounts Business Advice
* Tax Returns  * Preparation * Bookkeeping * Tax Planning
* Tax Mitigation * Company and  * Payroll * Finance
* Statutory Audits * VAT Returns * Computerisation

Specialists in the taxation of International Sportsmen an Women

Whatever your professional or trade we can assist you in your tax problems.
For further information write or call for our new Self Assessment brochure.
You may also visit our Internet site at the following web address:
Internet: http://www.users.rapid.co.uk/jbmorris e-mail address: jbmorris@rapid.co.uk

133 Albert Road, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 6LB
TEL: 0151-424 5208 FAX: 0151-420 5421

McDonald's
| L

are proud to support Widnes Vikings
Present your season ticket to collect a
FREE Regular Soft Drink with any
other purchase
on Match Days Only

Limit one Free Drink per customer per visit
Valid 1998 Season
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN..

D...

It is likely this afternoon that supply us with a new home strip
we will be playing in a new set for this Division 1 campaign as
of home jerseys - black with the two striped sets would not
white hoops. have lasted the season which
Although we were not due to could be a total of 100 games
change our home strip until next for all three teams.

year, our suppliers Le Coq Sportif We will be able to supply a

have been taken over by another limited number of replica home
company who have decided to shirts and enquiries should be
concentrate on manufacturing made to the club shop. The away
football shirts. shirt is due in the shop by the
We only have two strips from last end of the month and replicas will
season and with three teams to be available for what promises to
wear them we were faced with a be an eyecatching alternative
problem. Eligren were already shirt.

designing a new away shirt for
this year and they have agreed to TONY CHAMBERS

WHO'D PAY YOU TO
PLAY SPORT ALL DAY?

THE ARMY DOES!

The Army recognizes that taking part in sporting
activities plays an important part in encouraging
teamwork and improving your physical fitness.

So if sport is important to you, talk to us and give the
Army a sporting chance.

If you're between 16-26 and require further information contact:
Armed Forces Careers Office

18 Winmarleigh Street, Warrington WA1 1NB
Tel: 01925 631574

The Army is committed to being an Equal Opportunities Employer.




RELYM CONSTRUCTION

SPECIALISTS IN:
JOINERY
FORMWORK

REINFORCED IN- SITU CONCRETE
| LABOUR HIRE

Brookside 49 Highfield Road
Widnes Cheshire WAS8 7DL
TEL. 0151 423 1567

G Chartered Quantity Surveyors
Construction Management Contract and Cost Consultants
E 69 Derby Road, Widnes, Cheshire WAS8 9LQ
PETER Telephone: 0151 423 2343 Fax: 0151 420 5034
R Services to the Public and Private Sector

* Planning Supervisors ¢ Production of Health & Safety Plans
ASSOCIATES . Development & Feasibility Studies ¢ Project Management
R e Production of Tender Documentation
D * Cost Planning & Control * Domestic Plans Drawn Up

* Measurement and Valuation of Final Accounts

BRIAN SIMPSON, LABOUR MEMBER OF THE

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT FOR CHESHIRE EAST. g)
WISHES WIDNES VIKINGS GREAT SUCCESS IN . 7.
THEIR NEW STADIUM . / 5

Cheshire East European Office
Gilbert Wakefield House
67 Bewsey St.
Warrington
WA2 7)Q Tel.01925 654074

| Group of the Party of European Socialists




G

BRIAN CLANCY PARTNERSHIP
CONSULTING ENGINEERS & SURVEYORS

PLEASED TO SUPPORT WIDNES VIKINGS

PROJECT MANAGEMENT MECHANICAL SERVICES
BUILDING ALTERATIONS =" 7 ELECTRICAL SERVICES
SITE INVESTIGATION AIR CONDITIONING
LAND RECLAMATION LIGHTING DESIGN

ROADS & DRAINAGE VENTILATION SYSTEMS
STRUCTURAL DESIGN FIRE DETECTION
BUILDING SURVEYING SERVICES APPRAISALS
FOUNDATION DESIGN HEATING SYSTEMS

OLD HALL CHAMBERS, 31 OLD HALL STREET, LIVERPOOL L3 9SY
TEL: 0151 227 5300 FAX: 0151 255 0577

OFFICES ALSO IN ALTRINCHAM, BURY, LONDON & NEWCASTLE

HIRE OR SALE OF EQUIPMENT
| FOR HOME & INDUSTRY

AGENTS FOR: Komatsu, Makita, Metrix, Fischer,
Honda & Amazon Gas to list but a few.

KEMBLE HOUSE, KEMBLE STREET, PRESCOT, MERSEYSIDE

0151 430 6666 0151 493 1101

GOOD LUCK FOR THE FUTURE TO WRLFC




1998 SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP

1998 SILK CUT PRIZES

This is the second season of Silk Cut’s new £2.1 million three year sponsorship of Rugby League’s most
famous knockout competition, played under the Silk Cut banner since 1985. The 1998 Wembley victors
will receive a record prize cheque for £100,000.

Of the 1998 sponsorship investment of £700,000 a total prize fund of £486,000 is projected for the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup. The remaining prize funds will be deposited in the League’s Capital Development
Fund. The complete 1998 Silk Cut Challenge Cup prize structure is:

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP

Third Round losers (1st and 2nd Div. Clubs) £4,000 Quarter Final losers £15,000
Third Round losers (Amateur clubs) £1,000 Semi-Final losers 420,000
Fourth Round losers £5,000 Runners-up 450,000
Fifth Round losers £8,000 Winners £100,000
PROJECTED PRIZE FUND £486,000

PROJECTED CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND £214,000

GRAND TOTAL £700,000

1998 SILK CUT AWARDS
Silk Cut Awards will again be presented to the adjudged Man of the Match in each tie from the first
round onwards. In each case the winner will receive a commemorative medallion, plus a cheque for

4200 (from the third round through to the quarter finals). The Man of the Match at both semi-finals
received a cheque for £400 plus an engraved silver plated replica rugby ball.

1998 SILK CUT TIMETABLE
Silk Cut Challenge Cup

First round: 6th and 7th December Fifth round: 28th February and 1st March
Second round:  20th and 21st December Quarter Finals: 14 and 15th March

Third round: 31st January and 1st February Semi-Finals: 28th and 29th March

Fourth round:  14th and 15th February Final: 2nd May

1998 SILK CUT TICKETS

Tickets for the all-seater 1998 Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final at Wembley Stadium on Saturday 2nd May
can be booked now priced £39, £35, £30, £27, £22, £17 and £12 in the stadium, and ,£50 in the
Olympic Gallery.

Please forward order and remittance, made payable to the Rugby Football League, to THE TICKET
OFFICE, THE RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE, RED HALL LANE, LEEDS, LS17 8NB

Switch, Visa and Access bookings can be made by telephoning the Ticket Hotline 0113 232 9444
between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

1998 SILK CUT DRAWS

The draw for the first round will be made live on GMR at 7.10pm on Tuesday, 18 November.

The draws for the second and third rounds will be made live on BBC Radio Leeds on Monday 8th
December and Monday 5th January respectively.

The fourth round draw for the Silk Cut Challenge Cup will be made live on BBC Radio Five Live at
approximately 5.15pm on Monday 2nd February 1998. '

The draw ceremonies for the fifth round, quarter-finals and semi-finals will be made live on BBC Look
North, North West Tonight and BBC Radio Five Live at 6.55pm on the following dates:

Fifth Round Monday 16th February

Quarter Finals Monday 2nd March

Semi Finals Monday 16th March
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B Yes, it’s true! This is my tenth there, amongst the impressive turnout
season in harness at Widnes, so to of 350 people. All your old favourites
speak and I have to admit that it’s were there, and Harvey Howard, but
been more or less downhill all the there were one or two surprise guests.
way! Personally | was thrilled to see Brian
Within a month or two of my first Lockwood and Bill Ramsey in the
article for the match programme, throng not only because they're two of
which was called ‘Champions’ in my all time favourites but because it
those days (sniff), we had won the also shows just what sort of affection

they have for our
club that they were
prepared to cross the
Pennines on a winter
night to see their
former colleagues.

World Club Challenge on
that memorable
occasion at Old Trafford.
But although we’ve been
to Wembley since, won
Premierships and the
Regal Trophy, we haven’t
really recaptured that
early magic. Am I an
unlucky charm? I don’t
think so, but the Board |
of Directors do - they've |
offered me a golden
handshake of a seven
figure sum (£7) in order
to try and pension me
off. I'm holding out for a
higher offer, so if you too
want to join the fund e
raising effort with a view |
to getting rid of me, why | Funnily enough, I
not go out and purchase TR = never used to get
some of Harrods’ finest brown paper lost in the old main stand. As | ate my

M | still haven't got
my head round this
new stadium. Mrs
Boot sends me out
| with a ball of wool
whenever | ‘m off to
the ground, because
| unless | leave myself
a trail, | can never
find my way out of
the warren of

- | corridors and
conference rooms.

- Brian Lockwood

;J

envelopes and drop a little something three course meal at that dinner, |

by my Executive Box*. All couldn’t help but remember the

contributions gratefully received. lukewarm Bovril, damp crisps and stale
Waggon Wheels that | used to buy

B What a fantastic night a week last decades ago at the snack bar under the

Friday at the inaugural dinner of the stand where the Supporters Club had

Past Players Association. I'm not a past their souvenir shop.

player myself, you understand (unless

St. Maries ul 1 second team qualifies B Still on the subject of friday last's

me) but there were around 100 ex stars shindig, ex ref Billy Thompson had us all
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in stitches with his quips. | won’t repeat
any of them here a) because it is bad
manners to give away an after dinner
speakers jokes and b) because | can’t
remember any of them (boy, that Ribena
was strong). However one thing he did
say was that he was
extremely sceptical
of the new Super
League Europe in
general and Chris
Caisley in particular,
saying that a couple
of good seasons by /
the Bulls seem to
have qualified him
to run the game.
Salman Rushdie, he
alleged, was a more :
popular figure in Bradford than Caisley.

B What's my view of the Super League
situation | hear you ask (or were you
just yawning?) Well for what it's worth
I'd be extremely wary if | were the likes
of Warrington, Halifax or Castleford. At
the moment they're lining up with the
big boys to outvote the rest of the
league, but do they think that Leeds,
Bradford, Wigan and Saints would give a

would like to thank the following:
THE SUPPORTERS CLUB

NORTH & MID CHESHIRE TEC

CENTRAL SPORTS MANAGEMENT
&/TRAINING

for sponsoring our
Apprenticeship Scheme:
Also the
ICI FOUNDATION
ALBRIGHT & WILSON
SPORTSMATCH

for sponsoring development of Rugby
League in the Schools of Halton

toss if the chance came to get rid
of them in favour of Edinburgh,
Dublin or Barcelona in a few years
time? I'm all for progress,
marketing and development, but I
think it's time for every true RL
person, whether
Super League,
FASDA or BARLA,
to stand up to the
pie-in-the-sky
soundbite
merchants who
» have proved time
and time again
that, for all their
fine words, they
couldn’t organise a
t"—rf:ﬂ social event in a
brewery (or an Oceania Cup in, well,
Oceania).

H Attention all golfers! I've been
rubbing down my old hickory shafts in
anticipation of the club’s All Star
Celebrity Golf Classic later in the year.
Frank Myler tells me that big names
from the likes of Emmerdale and
Coronation Street are expected to be
in attendance, not to mention Stan
Boardman (pictured above with darts
Champion Jamie Harvey). Apparently
it'll cost you £450+VAT for a team
of three plus celebrity (cheap at
half the price if you end up

with Tina Hobley, | say!)

*Editors note - the closest
William Boot has come to an
Executive box is the time
when he watched the
match from an upstairs
room in one of the
houses across the road
on Lowerhouse Lane.



A RANGE OF EXCITING POSSIBILITIES

OPENING TIMES: Monday To Friday 9am-8pm. Saturday 9am - 5.30pm. Sunday 11am - 5.30pm.

* WIDNES ¢ CHESHIRE

0151 420 2000
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1. SBW MARKETING
COMUNICATIONS

2. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

3. NEW FARNWORTH
GARAGE

4. WIDNES CARAVANS

5. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

6. AHC WAREHOUSING LTD

7. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

8. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

9. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

10. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

11. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

12. SPONSORSHIP
AVAILABLE

13. MILLENNIUM CLUB

JAMES GILBERT
(RugbyFootballs) Ltd.

S St. Matthews Street
Rugby CV21 3BY, England.
Telephone: Rugby (01788) 542426
Fax: Rugby (01788) 540795

@’4"7‘!‘;'4_'1“!5;1; TOD AY’ S
Player Sponsors

Widnes Vikings

Colours: Black and White

{. Jim SALISBURY ........... B EE
2. Dean CROSS ............ HE N
3. Jamie BLOEM ............ LIE
4. Shane WILSON .. ........ HEN
5. Peter SMITH ............ 0]
6. Paul HOWELL . ........... N
7. Paul EMERY: | . .0 i i 000
8. CraigMAKIN . .:........: L
9. Lee ASHTON ............ HEN
10. Neil MEASURES . ......... NN
11. Paul HARRIS . ........... o R
12. KYle WHITE .. ........... N
13. Tane MANIHERA . ......... L]
14. TBA L1000
) 15. TBA ' EEE
16. TBA N
17. TBA LI ]
ScrRuMS PENALTIES
A i Rl
ool o
TODAY’S OFFICIALS

@?‘ Referee: Mr S NICHOLSON

Touch Judges: Mr B Sharrock
Mr G Wallace




LINE-UP
Oldham

Colours: Red & White

1. Steve WILDE . ........... N
2. CraigDIGGLE . ........... L1000
3. Adrian MEADE ........... ellraisy
4. Sean COOPER ........... N
5. Joe MCNICHOLAS .. ... ... IO
6. Craig BARKER ............ LI
7. Neil FLANAGAN .......... L=
8. PauROUND ............ (N
9. John HOUGH ............ 100
10. Martin MADERS . ......... EE
1. Brian QUINLAN .......... 00
12. Graeme SHAW ........... 1]
13. Mike PRESCOTT .......... 100
14. TBA LI
15. TBA [ =]
16. TBA HE
17. TBA 0]
SCRUMS PENALTIES
A iab i
il o e
VIKINGS
OLDHAM

h BUSH BOAKE ALLEN LTD

Sponsors of the Widnes Vikings Lifeline
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It has been a bewildering off season
in Rugby League with every club
seemingly having wholesale changes
of personnel. To help you keep track
of events here at Widnes, we’ve
summed up our transfer activity,
and have included the comments of
Graeme West on some of the
players who have come and gone.

IN...

Jim Salisbury, 24 year old full back
from Liverpool St Helens RUFC. “We
had a tip off about him, had him
watched and were pleased with what
we saw. He joined the line more often
than is usual for an RU full back and
didn’t kick so often.”

Tane Manihera, 23, half back/loose
forward. “Can

(Llos...
& Personnel

born, signed from Wigan. “Great pace,
but needs to work on his
organisational skills - we've seen
evidence of progress in that
department already.”

Shane Wilson, 24, centre, former
South Sydney. “Struggled a bit for
match fitness against Leigh, but that
will come. All last season we were
crying out for an experienced centre
who could marshal the defence and
now we've got one in Shane.”

OUT...

Shane Cooper - retired. Rob Myler -
signed for Worcester RU: “He trained
here for two months but then got a
fantastic offer to go to RU, and we
don’t begrudge him that. But we are
holding out for compensation for the
disruption it has caused to our team
building plans.” Anthony Samuels -
released to comply with quota limit;
“A tough decision because he’'d had a
great off season but when Tane
Manihera arrived, someone had to go.
We're trying to help him find another
club.”

ROUND & ABOUT...

“Jim Cassidy and Paul Gartland are in
the same boat. They both

play any one of
the key positions
and has
experience of
playing alongside
Paul Howells
from his NZ
Maori days.”

Neil Measures,
206, prop. “I
played against
him in a reserve
fixture when |
was at Wigan and
he was at
Barrow. |
remember him as
being a handful.”
Roy Litherland,
26, utility back, previously played with
Halifax and York.

Paul George, 20, scrum half, Widnes

struggled to stick with our
training schedule during the
winter due to other

| commitments but are now back
_J on board. They played in the ‘A
team last week and know that
if they play consistently well
they’ll be in with a shout of a
first team call up. Steve Boscoe
hasn’t been seen all winter and
Phil Kendrick has a contract
dispute - both will be allowed
to move on if the terms are
right. John Harrison is still on
the books but didn’t train pre-
season. Shaun Richardson is
back in training after his bad
break and may be available in
the summer but he still has a
lot to do both physically and mentally
to get himself right again for match
action.




Top of

the Town
NIGHTGLUB

Albert Road, Widnes

. 2TLOORS OF
. [ENTERTAINMENT

Tuesday: 9.00pm - 2.00am
Friday: 9.00pm - 2.00am
Saturday: 9.00pm - 2.00pm




O CONNOR

TRANSPORT (WIDNES) LIMITED

Tel: 0151 424 6724

Brian O’Connor & Sons

__Tel: 0151 495 1741

Tel: 0151 420 6828

O’CONNOR
GROUP OF COMPANIES
DITTON ROAD, WIDNES

CONTAINER TRANSPORT
SECURE CONTAINER STORAGE
HEAVY LIFTING
LOAD TRANSHIPMENTS
ELECTRIC REEFER STORAGE
TIPPING TRAILERS
PLATFORMS



Hello, again.

After the traumas of Ilast
season, | guess the long close-
season has been a good thing. It has
helped us to forget the sinking titanic
that was Widnes Vikings last year and
left us without rugby for just long
enough to miss it and want it back
again (we're fools to ourselves!).

In between Widnes signing and
losing a player, there was of course
Christmas. | hope you all had a
pleasant Christmas. In my family,
somebody was bought the Star Wars
trilogy and | have spent much time
watching it since. | wonder what Luke
Skywalker thought the first time he saw
his father, Darth Vader, at the throne of
the evil empire and ruthlessly chopping
down Obe Wan Kenobe. His first
impression of Vader must have been so
different to what Skywalker eventually
thought and knew of his father.

That's the great thing about
science fiction - it's an escape - a
fantasy world. In real life, of course, we
judge people by first impressions all of
the time, especially sportsmen. |
remember writing a column two or
three years ago in which | was writing
of my first impressions of then new
Widnes payer - Tim Russell. | said that
he was too light-weight and would
never become a favourite. How wrong
I was.

For this reason | went to our pre-
season friendly with Leigh with an open
mind and determined not to be too
critical or praising of our new signings
on the strength of the one game. That
soon went out of the window.

Widnes coach of last year, Doug
Laughton, is renowned for his eye for
talent and shrewd bargaining. On the

SIIION Sa5S..

basis of two weeks
ago, Graeme West
also has the unique }
God-given ability. =

Most people
have said that new
centre Shane

Wilson did not look fit enough.
Personally | cannot understand how
anybody expects to be able to judge a
man’s fitness level from the stands. The
thing that did shine through in Shane’s
performance for me, however, was that

breaks he made were due to his size,
speed and skill, a formula that we have
been missing in the three-quarters
since Andy Currier left us last term.

The signing of Jim Salisbury could
prove to be a master-stroke. The ability
that separates outstanding full-backs
from good ones is that of being able to
join the attacking line with precision
timing and running at a gap. It was
evident on Sunday that Salisbury has ge
this ability in abundance and this could
make him a potent force in rugby
league.

I knew a little about Neil
Measures before Widnes signed him in |
that | had seen him play and was aware
that he was a tough customer; and so
it proved two weeks ago as he tore into
the Leigh pack like a raging bull. His
sheer presence seemed to give Craig
Makin the confidence to do the same,
and Makin had an outstanding game.

Paul George clearly has a great
rugby brain. He was creating gaps left,
right and centre and it is just a shame
that the players around him were not =
always taking full advantage.

So a hugely promising display
against Leigh.

Roy Litherland and Tane Manihera
are yet to get their chance to impress
(Litherland did not play for very long
and Manihera not at all against Leigh)
but let’s hope they give us a good first
impression.
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Opponent Kick-Off Att Result |

MORBAINE

Wakefield
SCCC4
ROCHDALE
MARCH
1 Hull KR
8 HUNSLET
15 Featherstone
29 Leigh
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DEWSBURY
Whitehaven
SWINTON
Keighley
WAKEFIELD

T > >

Rochdale

HULL KR
Hunslet
FEATHERSTONE

I > X >

Property Development
& Investment

LEIGH
Dewsbury
WHITEHAVEN
Swinton
KEIGHLEY
Whitehaven

>T > I > X

DEWSBURY
Wakefield
SWINTON
Featherstone
AUGUST
HULL KR
Hunslet
KEIGHLEY
Leigh
ROCHDALE

MORBAINE PROPERTIES LTD

The Finlan Centre, Hale Road, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 8PU
Telephone: 0151 424 4211 / 3164 Telefax: 0151 424 4466
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% &
£ % WHEN YOU NEED
PAyCoNTROL - % & TOTALKPAYROLL,
01928 795551 %o TALKTOUS

“The payroll experts - working with companies large and small throughout the North”

PAYROLL CONSULTANCY Buy in by the hour or the day, affordable expertise for any payroll problem.
PAYROLL BUREAU We’ll concentrate on paying your staff - you’ll be free to concentrate on your core

business.
PAYROLL RECRUITMENT Hundreds of payroll professionals at all levels, throughout the region, ready

to work for you.

® Function Room

® Conference
Facilities

® Wedding Receptions

® Jacuzzi

® Freehouse

® Restaurant

® Penthouse Suites

® Self Contained
Apartments —

® Swimming Pool INN & MOTEL ® Sauna

</\ BWRDD CROESO CYMRU
\ ¢/ WALES TOURIST BOARD HIGHLY COMMENDED

Llanbedr, Nr. Ruthin, Clwyd LL15 1YF  Tel: 01824 704444
‘Panoramic views of the Vale of Clwyd’

Appleton Garage

CAR CENTRE

Car Sales, Service & Repairs

Deacon Road, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 6EQ
Telephone: 0151 495 2207 Workshop 0151 424 4488

SPECIALIST ACCIDENT
REPAIRS AND FULL
PAINT FACILITIES




Gl Talk

H This weekend is your last opportunity to
buy Season Tickets at the discounted rate.
Speak to Harold Lynskey at the Club Shop.

M If you are one of those early birds who
purchased an eleven game season ticket before
Christmas, did you know that four game
supplements are now available to cover the
rest of the season? There are considerable
savings to be made compared to the
admission price for four separate games, even
more so if you purchase your supplement
before the end of February. Ask at the shop for
details.

H Millennium Tickets have proved extremely
popular with supporters, no doubt because
they're good value, quite apart from the
tremendous boost that they give to the Club’s
finances. A reminder of the prices - a Silver
Ticket allowing access to ALL Vikings games
here at the Stadium (League, Cup, play-off,

Academy, Alliance etc.) for three years costs
£600 plus VAT. A Gold (five year) ticket costs
£1060 plus VAT. Amongst the benefits is the
Millennium Suite where members can meet
before and after the game, as well as at half
time.

M The Junior Vikings will have their first meeting
next Saturday, 7th February, 10.00am to
11.30am in the Social Club. Come along and
meet Graeme West and the players, have fun
and win prizes. All current junior season ticket
holders are automatically members of the
Junior Vikings and any new members who pay
the £25 fee for the year will receive a season
ticket! That works out at less than £1.70 per
match admission! Watch out in the local press
this week for details of all the other benefits
you get from being a Junior Viking. Anyone who
wants to help with the club in future is
welcome to come along, and any mums and
dads who might be thinking of buying a season
ticket for themselves can do so at the shop
that Saturday morning,.

M Fans wishing to travel to next week's league
game at Wakefield can book on the Supporters
Club coach by seeing Alan Rae in the bar under
the South Stand today or via his shop, 9
Sunningdale Ave, Hough Green, 424 2524.
Cost is £5.50, departing 12.45.

Telephone: 0151 495 1939 Fax: 0151 495 1956

WIDNES GALVANISING LTD.

Registered Office:
FAIRWAY TRADING PARK,
DITTON ROAD, WIDNES, CHESHIRE WA8 ONZ

Telephone: 0782 811226 Fax: 0782 836686

STOKE GALVANISING LTD.

Registered Office:
NEVADA LANE,
BURSLEM, STOKE-ON-TRENT ST6 2BN

HOT DIP GALVANISERS
TO THE ENGINEERING TRADE




il iThe coaching staff'and all players would like to'thank
iiF the following contributors and-sponsors who kindly
helped provide weights equipmiéent for the Vikings’s
North Stand players’ gymnasium.

ALAN GREGSON OF APPLETON GARAGE, WIDNES

DAVID FEATHERSTONE OF GENLAB, WIDNES

HRIS PRICE OF LUNTS HEATH BUILDING SUPPLIES

S CITROEN & ALL CARSERVICES.
INSURANCE & ACCIDENT REPAIR SPECIALIST

NI Ny,
$he s
AN AN

.....

TODDS BUILDING, DITTON RD, WIDNES
TELEPHONE: 0151 424 4488




ALLIANCE spirit amongst the side which helped

B The Alliance fixtures don’t get when things weren't going their way.
underway until the middle of this month Captain Terry Reid led from the front
but last week Widnes visited St Helens whilst Dave Smith put in some bone -
in a friendly match which was played crunching tackles.

under lights at Blackbrook ARLFC. Widnes: A Hughes; A Reddecliff; T
The early part of the game was all Saints Fenlon, C Turner, E. Kilgannon; P

as they pressed on the Widnes line which  Gartland, P Wood; T Reid,C Murphy, |
managed to repel all attacks before taking  Brown, D Smith, JP Doherty, | Cassidy.
a 6 point lead though an Alan Reddecliff SUBS: | Hunter, R Litherland, K Long K

try, goaled by Paul Wood. The try came as  Fitzpatrick, L Connolly, AN Other.
a result of a set play involving loose

forward Jimmy Cassidy and full back Addam ACADEMY

Hughes, Reddecliff's strength seeing him M Give us a game - that’s the message
beat two defenders to go over in the from the Widnes youngsters as they
corner. prepare for a season in Super League
Saints rallied and went in 12 - 6 ahead at  which doesn’t kick off until 5th April,
the break, both tries coming as the result  following an agreement with BARLA with
of poor handling by Widnes which gave regards to ensuring that the Youth and
the homeside possession. Academy seasons do not overlap.

The second half saw Colin Whitfield make  Following a 26-16 draw against the
some changes with Paul Gartland moving  London Broncos in November they have
from stand - off to hooker and Roy concentrated on pre season training but
Litherland coming into the stand-off berth. are now looking to get in some match
Json Hunter also came off the bench and  practice. Plans for a friendly prior to the
these substutions served to turn the game first team fixture with Leigh didn’t

Widnes’ way. materialise as nobody wished to paly
From a simialr move to the one which them - in fact some Super League clubs
gave the visitors their opening try, centre  didn’'t have enough players to field an

Carl Turner went in, Wood levelling the Academy side !

scores with his conversion and then Roy ~ There were plans to travel to London once
Litherland took on the Saints defence again and take on the Bronocs as the
single handedly to score to the right of the Widnes under 16s side were playing there
posts, Wood again goaling. but there was only one pitch available and
The best try of the game came with fifteen with travelling time it was unlikely that
minutes remaining as Eddie Kilgannon both game could have been played.
finished off a five man move, started in his At the time of going to press we were
own half by Paul Gartland and continued  |ooking for opponents to play before

by Dave Smith, to score. Wood was on today’s game but not holding our breath.
target once again to increase Widnes' lead However we do have a friendly arranged
to twelve points. for 8th March when we will entertain St

With the game drawing to a close Widnes  Helens here prior to the Hunslet match
posted a final score as Karl Fitzpatrick, on  with a 1.00pm kick-off.

for Paul Wood, darted over for a try to With the team playing in the Super League
complete a morale boosting victory for the  this year there will be occasions when we
visitors. won't be able to have curtain - raisers due
The most pleasing thing to come from this to the fixture format but you can be
victory was the way the players seemed to assured that when they do take place you
be fitter and stronger than the St Helens will see the best of the young rugby talent
side and once again there was a good this country has to offer.

Miooting Stars

Academy & UAlliance




Millennium

GOLD
Arven Chemicals (2)
Birchall, Mr Joseph
Broadhurst;:Mr Alan
Brown, Mr Rodney
Bush Boake Allen Ltd, (6)
Calvert, Mr Peter
Chambers, NMrs Jane
Chambers, Mr Tony
Coleman, AHC WF
Comiskey, Mr S
Eternit, (2)
Fleet, Mr Tom W.
Fleet, Mrs Pat
Lloyd, Mr.David
Martin, Mr J
Mather, Mr John
McKeever, Mr Gerry
Mills, Mr Jim
Mills, Mrs Ruth
Murray, Mrs Josephine
Murray, Mr Arthur
Pheysey, Mr Colin
Quinn, Mr James
Rowles, Mrs Angela
Rowles, Mr Eric
S.AH.
Scarisbrick, Mr Stuart
Scarisbrick, Mrs Ruth
Taylor;:Mr Arthur
Tohin, Mr Steve (2)
Tobin, Mr Frank
Vowles, Mr Frank
Walters, Mr Alex
Walters, Mr Alex

SILVER
Abbott, Caroline Dr
Abbott, Mr Fred
Abbott, Mrs Maureen
Appleton Garage (2)
Atkinson, Mr Albert
Attwood, Mrs Mary
Bligh Boards Ltd
BDB Computers (3)
Cape Boards Ltd
Colquitt, Mr Terry
Connolly, D
Deasy, Mr Don
Donaghy, Mr Bernard
Doyle, Mir Edmund
Doyle, Mrs Joan
Express Legal Services
Fallon, Mr Kevin
Fardoe, Mr & Mrs Keith
Farrell, Mr Charlie
Farrell, Mrs Eleanor
Handley & Beck (2)
Hares, Mr Anthony
Hares, Mrs Patricia
Hirons, Mr Ken
Hitchmough, Mr Alan
Hockenhull, Mr William
Hockenhull, Mrs Emily
Hodgson, Mrs L
Hulme, Mr Ralph
Hunt, Mr Leonard
Jones, Mr Alan
Jones, Mrs Elizabeth Ann
Jones, Elizabeth
Jones, Mr Colin
Kerr, Mr Neil
Knowles, Mr Peter
Knowles, NMrs Brenda W.
Knowles, Master Joe

Club

Knowles, Mr Kevin
Leah, W.B.
Loftus, Mr John M.
Loftus, Mr John V.
Marketing Communications (2)
Mather, Mr Jason
McArdle, Mrs Sheila
Nolan, Mr James
Nolan, Margaret
0°Callaghan, Mr Eric W
Oldham, Mr Barry
Osman, Mr Fred
Owen, Mr Ray
Petit, S.P.

Pile, Mr Roger (2)
Pile, Mr W. Roger
Potter, Mr John
Reading, Hazel
Ready Mix Concrete (2)
Reid, Mr Tom
Shorter, Mr Mark
Sinnott, Mr Edward
Smart, Mr Herbert
Smart, Mr Peter James
Smith, Mr Glyn
Smith, Mr Graham
Smith, Mrs Dorothy
Smith, Mrs Sue
Steele, Mr Rod
Steele, Mrs Gill
Waite, Francis Ivor
Waite, Mrs J. Ann
Warner, George
Webster, Mr Spencer
Webster, Mrs Elizabeth
Widnes Conservative Club (2)
Widnes Engineering,
Widnes Weekly News (2)




MCDONNELL
DOUBLE GLAZING

WINDOWS * DOORS * PATIO DOORS ¢ CONSERVATORIES

COMPETETIVE

: NETTe M Y O PRICES &

4 FRIENDLY SERVICE

FROM YOUR
LOCAL

INSTALLER

15 Lacey Street, Widnes, Cheshire WA8 75Q

Telephone: 0151 424 3623

1T ROUKE
oo Haltow's

Full, Coloua Environmental
U Services Ltd

Al B

.
/@ Y Specialists in

Printel

Ashestos Removal and
Mg ol Thermal Insulation
420 0700 Engineers




I’'m not a big fan of films that
include action footage - they’re
normally badly shot with
choreographed moves which
don’t really convince the
audience that it’s the real thing.
For all its bad press ‘Up
‘n’Under does look the part -
the actors can all catch and
pass, tackle and there were
several impressive ‘drop - offs’
as The Wheatsheaf, coached by
2.4 children star Gary Oldman -
an ex Castleford hooker who
had been banned sine die for
hitting a referee -overcame all
the odds to beat The Cobblers
Arms coached by Tony Slattery,
ex Castleford vice chairman and
ex lover of Oldman’s wife.

Now I've not really given the plot
away, | mean everyone knows
that’s the point of the film, and it
trundles along without ever
getting carried away but with
enough one - liners to keep the
audience chuckling.

I don’t know if Stones put any
money into the film but in nearly
every scene there is a poster or
a can, maybe if the film had been
released last year they’d still be
sponsoring Super League.

Once again Adam Fogerty took to
the screen, flattening Neil
Morrisey in a bar and running in
several long range tries during the
competition , Warrington coach
Darryl Van de Velde must have
been given a sneak preview of
the film !

Griff Rhys Jones was superb as
the architypal (check spelling !)
local radio rugby league
commentator complete with trilby

“As for comparisons
with the ‘Full Monty’ g#
there was only one
- instead of a rear
view of six naked
steelworkers, there
was a rear view of
one naked
Samantha Janus,
much to Mrs Boot’s
disappointment.”

-

and hip flask whilst the rest of
the star - studded cast should be
commended for treating the
sport With the respect it
deserved.

As for comparisons with the ‘Full
Monty’ there was only one -
instead of a rear view of six
naked steelworkers, there was a
rear view of one naked Samantha
Janus, much to Mrs Boot’s
disappointment.

At the end, the rugby action
looked good, the audience
cringed as some of the tackles
went in and cheered as the tries
were scored. As for me the only
unrealistic bit was Adam Fogerty
scoring all those tries !

The film wasn’t a laugh a minute,
but then neither was the stage
play, it was a tale about life, and
a good one at that.

WILLIAM BOOT
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NEss VISUAL TECHNOLOGY, KERSHAW STREET, WIDNES, CHESHIRE, WAS8 7JH
TELEPHIGINE: 0151 424 05104 er Fax: @150 4240 1892

S
-’ CAMERON INDUSTRIAL SERVICES LIMITED

5] Industrial Cleaning

L Office Cleaning

£j Building and Refurbishment
45 Steel Fabrication

Depots throughout the UK

Cameron Industrial Services Limited,
Cameron House, Hale Road, Widnes, Cheshire, WA8 8TS

Tel: 0151 424 4697 Fax: 0151 423 3892
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