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c h a i r m a n ' s

C H AT T E R
of you are here today to take advantage of the
fac i l i t ies ! We have t r ied to account fo r the needs
o f e v e r y b o d y w h o a t t e n d s o u r m a t c h e s a t
Boundary Park and if we do encounter one or two
hiccups Ihope that you will be understanding of

_ o u r s i t u a t i o n .

■Today's game sees us at the
Itop of the Red Rose Championship
■and whi ls t we lcoming everybody
Iconnected with the Barrow Club I
Ihope that the result this afternoon
Imeans you have amiserable
BJourney home! On the evidence of
Bthe game between the two sides at
BBoundary Park this will be atough
Bencounter and although they have
Bsuffered two defeats in their last
M t w o g a m e s I a m s u r e t h e y w i l l
Ij arrive today fired up to reverse that
" t r e n d .

WELCOME to our second ‘home’ ground of the
season , Spo t land .

After three consecutive away games it is good
to be again playing in front of our own fans
although the support we have seen at the away
matches has made the players feel
as though in fact they are playing
a t h o m e . I t w i l l b e i n t e r e s t i n g t o
see how the p layers cope wi th the
p i tch , as the t igh tness o f the
d i v i s i o n h a s p l a c e d g r e a t e r
emphasis on making the most of
home advantage. Your vocal |
support can be more significant
than you realise -you only have to
l i s t e n t o t h e c o m m e n t s o f t h e
opposing coaches to realise the lift
you give to the players. It does
m a k e a d i f f e r e n c e t o t h e
performance and there is no doubt
that the players we have at this club appreciate
the way you get behind them.

I t w o u l d b e r e m i s s o f m e n o t t o m e n t i o n
t h a n k s f r o m a l l a t t h e C l u b t o t h e D e n e P a r k
Stadium Company and Ray Taylor of Rochdale
Hornets for allowing us to play the three games at
Spo t land and fo r the i r ass i s tance w i th the
matchday organisation. The ground is, without
doub t , o f an exce l l en t s tandard and i s ac red i t t o
all concerned. Ionly hope that sufficient numbers

Ihave said in my previous notes that the key
fac to r th i s season wou ld be cons is tency and w i th
the side having two good results from the last two
games we hope to go some way to achieving that
by winning the next two games within the space of
six days, both of which are obviously here at
Spo t l and .

Many thanks for your number one support!
B e s t w i s h e s .

C h r i s H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

Lot te ry Manager
S c o t t C l a b e r

H e a d C o a c h

Paddy Kirwan
A s s i s t a n t C o a c h

M i c k C o a t e s

Phys io the rap is t
S t e v e W a n l e s s

K i t m a n
Neil Haughton
T i m e k e e p e r
J a c k R o s c o e

C l u b D o c t o r s
D r Z . A h m e d

D r P. K e r s h a w

C h a i r m a n

Christopher Hamil ton

V i c e C h a i r m a n

Meivyn Lord

D i r e c t o r s
S t u a r t H a r d a c r e
S e a n W h i t e h e a d

C l u b D e n t i s t
N e i l G i b b i s o n

Club Shop Manager
C h r i s O t t

P rogramme Ed i to r
G e o f f C o o k e

C l u b H o n o u r s

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998

Media &Marketing Manager (Hon)
B r i a n W a l k e r

C lub Secre ta ry
Michele Fitzpatr ick

The views EXPRESSED in this matchday magazine bo NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF
THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OlDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.
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Oldham Evening Chronicle'sA '

H A L S T E A DRoger
THE hal f -way mark in
t h e s e c o n d d i v i s i o n

campaign sees new-
boys Oidham doing
very niceiy, thank-you.
Be fo re today, t hey
w e r e t o p o f t h e R e d
R o s e

c o m p e t i t i o n
th ree po in ts ou t o f a
p o s s i b i e f o u r a n d
i y i n g t h i r d i n t h e
s e c o n d

b e h i n d

B r a m l e y
Lancashire Lynx.
With the Lynx due to
play the Roughyeds

here at Spotiand next Friday night, Paddy Kirwan’s
men face acrucial five days which could make or
m a r t h e i r p r o s p e c t s o f p r o m o t i o n a t t h e fi r s t
a t t e m p t .
But let’s deal with one game at atime and taik
about the switch of ‘home’ venue from Boundary
P a r k t o S p o t i a n d - a m o v e f o r c e d o n t h e O l d h a m
board because of the c losure of Oldham Ath le t ic ’s
ground for close-season repair work to the pitch.
Isay ‘forced’ because Oldham would obviously
have preferred to stay in their home town if only
for the convenience of their loyal fans, who have
followed them through thick and thin this season
to Leeds, Preston, York, Workington (twice) and
D o n c a s t e r .

Only three games have been played at Boundary
Park ou t o f n ine second d iv is ion c lashes, bu t the
Roughyeds’ supporters have never tired of getting
behind the wheel or climbing into their buses in
order to back the team on its travels.

Bramley, Lancashire Lynx, York, Workington and
D o n c a s t e r h a v e a l l r e p o r t e d t h e i r s e a s o n ’ s b e s t
attendances thanks to the red and white army and
i t i s no sec re t tha t o ffic ia l s o f bo th the RFL and
FASDA have noted with more than apassing
interest that Oldham have the crowd potential to
go on to much higher things.
Cha i rman Ch r i s tophe r Hami l t on has neve r m issed
one opportunity of paying tribute to the loyalty of
those who support the team and the club and I
know the board will be watching anxiously today
and comparing the Spotiand attendance with those
at Boundary Park.
The blunt truth is that Oldham had no option but to
seek an alternative venue for the ‘home’ games
against Barrow (today), Lancashire Lynx (next

Friday) and Workington on July 5, but having said
t h a t I k n o w t h e d i r e c t o r s c o m e t o R o c h d a l e

content in the knowledge that Rochdale Hornets
a n d s t a d i u m p e r s o n n e l w i l l d o t h e i r u t m o s t t o
make Roughyeds’ fans feel welcome and wanted.
I t w a s n ’ t w i t h o u t r e a s o n t h a t C h r i s H a m i l t o n s t o o d

up at the public meeting that launched the new
c l u b l a s t a u t u m n a n d m o v e d a v o t e o f t h a n k s t o

the Hornets for all they had done to help their new
neighbours in their format ive weeks and months.
U s e o f t h e S p o t i a n d s t a d i u m w a s q u i c k l y m a d e
available by the Hornets and their chairman Ray
Taylor, and there were no hard feelings when
Oldham decided to take up the option of using
Boundary Park.
This was evident by Rochdale’s helping hand -not
for the first time -when it emerged that Boundary
P a r k w o u l d b e c l o s e d i n m i d - s e a s o n f o r

r e n o v a t i o n s .

Facilities for fans here at Spotiand are good, and
one big advantage for many supporters is that they
have the option of standing, if they so wish.
Unl ike many of you, Iwas unable to be present at
Spot iand on New Year 's Day when the Roughyeds
took the field for the first time and did enough to
beat the Hornets and lift the Law Cup.
It was alump-in-the-throat occasion for everyone
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e r i s e o f t h e n e w c l u b a n d i f t h e

backing for the red and whites in today’s game
c o m e s a n y t h i n g c l o s e t o m a t c h i n g t h e s u p p o r t i t
received on the first day of the year there will be
e v e n m o r e r e a s o n f o r t h e c h a i r m a n t o i s s u e h i s

weekly thanks to those on the terraces.
B a r r o w , s t i l l w i t h o u t a R e d R o s e p o i n t a f t e r
defeats by Workington at Derwent Park and Lynx at
Craven Park, will be determined to avenge their
n a r r o w r e v e r s e a t B o u n d a r y P a r k w h e n t h e
Roughyeds pinched it near the end with THAT try
by Chris Eckersley.
I t w a s a n e x c i t i n g fi n a l e t o a c r a c k i n g m a t c h i n
w h i c h a s o m e w h a t d u b i o u s t r y b y D e a n M a r w o o d
looked enough to give the Barrow boys awin until
Eckersley struck with only minutes on the clock.
I t was aheartbreak moment for Barrow, but athr i l l -
a -second end to the game fo r O ldham fans , who
urged the winger on yard by yard over his length-of-
t h e - fi e l d r u n .

Great wingers of the past, such as Barrow’s Bill
Burgess or, before that, Frank Castle would have
a d m i r e d E c k e r s l e y ’s m a t c h - w i n n e r. . . a n d t h e r e i s
n o d o u b t t h a t t o d a y ' s S p o t i a n d v i s i t o r s w i l l b e
sett ing out their stal l to see that Eckersley doesn’t
get s imi lar opportuni t ies th is t ime.

s u b s i d i a r y
w i t h

d i v i s i o n

l e a d e r s

a n d

G D O I D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



O l d h a m R I F C
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Lansdowne
Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.

Amega
L a b e l s L t d
Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and s la tes

bought and sold
D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
a n d d e l i v e r e d

U n i t E l B r o o k s i d e B u s i n e s s P a r k

Greengate
M i d d l e t o n

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252Tel 0161 665 4041/3783

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 6 5 4 0 4 3
Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

R E D D I S H
D E M O L I T I O N

L I M I T E D

H A M I L T O N
C O M P A N Y

A C C O U N T A N T S A L B I O N H O U S E
UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON

O L D H A M
7Ret i ro S t ree t , O ldham OL1 1SA

T e l 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 6 6 6 0
F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2

All types of demolition work undertaken
Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D
S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
Tel 0161 624 2550

F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 11 0 8 4

C £ )



Ol d h a m R L FC
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LEVER’S Oldham Joinery
M a n u f a c t u r e r s

F I S H G C H I P S
Windows, Doors, Porches,

Conservatories, Made-to-measure
Softwood, Hardwood, uPVC

Supply only or supply and fit

For prompt &personal attention
Joinery: 0161 627 4237
u P V C : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 4 4 7

Evenings: 0161 652 0602
B R I TA N N I A M I L L W I L L O W S T R E E T !O L D H A M

T r a d e W e l c o m e

B e s t W i s h e s
T O

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ! M a r k e t H a l l
O l d h a m

M o n - S a t 1 1 . 0 0 - 5 . 3 0

M E R C E D E S - B E N Z
A d a m s o n s

C R A S H R E PA I R C E N T R E

N E W & U S E D S P A R E S

D r o n s fi e l d s ( O l d h a m )
Delph New Road

D e l p h
0 1 4 5 7 8 7 1 7 1 7

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
R E P A I R S P E C I A L I S T S

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Te lephone

0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 0 0 1
0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 9 0 4

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

2 4 H O U R R E C O V E RY S E RV I C E

!Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S !
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D o n Ya t e s

a

On This Day <2

Don Yates recalls this day in
took place on Monday 14th June when France
met the Highlands Zone of Papua New Guinea in
Minj. Both sides scored two tries in that match
but France were ab le to w in 16-14 thanks to the
goal kicking of hooker Patrick Torreilles of Pia
who landed two conversions and two penalties.
Unfortunately that was the only victory registered
by France on that tour, the i r remain ing s ix
matches all ending in defeat.

S o m e o f t h e m o s t i n t e n s e m a t c h e s t o b e

played ‘down under ’ are the State of Origin
clashes. One such encounter took place at the
Sydney Football Stadium on Wednesday, 14th
June 1989. That evening Queensland beat New
South Wales 16-12 af ter abruis ing match in
w h i c h b o t h Q u e e n s l a n d l o o s e - f o r w a r d B o b
Lindner and scrum-half Alfie Langer suffered
broken legs.

TQDAY Oldham break new ground with their first
home league match here at Spotland. Twelve
months ago, on Saturday 14th June 1997, the
Roughyeds were breaking new ground much
further afield when they met North Queensland
Cowboys down under a t Townsv i l le in the i r
o p e n i n g Wo r l d C l u b C h a m p i o n s h i p m a t c h .
Unfor tunate ly, the tournament d id not br ing
much success for the English clubs and Oldham
los t t ha t ma tch 54 -16 . John C la r ke , Dav id Jones
and Afi Leuila scored the Roughyed tries with
Luke Goodwin landing acouple of goals.

Twelve months previously, on Friday 14th
June 1996, Barrow were in action when they met
D o n c a s t e r a t C r a v e n P a r k i n a S e c o n d D i v i s i o n
m a t c h . A b u s b r e a k d o w n c a u s e d D o n c a s t e r t o
a r r i v e l a t e a n d t h e m a t c h , b e l i e v e i t o r n o t ,
kicked off at 9pm and finished at 10.36pm!! It
was agood, exciting encounter which Doncaster
won 21-20. Adropped goal from scrum-half Alex
Green early in the second-half eventually proved
d e c i s i v e .

%

It was on this day in 1958, Saturday 14th
June, that Great Britain met Australia before a
68,777 crowd at the Sydney Cricket Ground.
Those 1958 tourists were one of the strongest
e v e r a n d B r i t a i n w e r e fi r m f a v o u r i t e s t o w i n b u t
the Kangaroos caused amajor upset by winning
25-8. The match was as good as over by half¬
t ime w i th the L ions 18-0 in a r rears , i t was to be
Britain's only defeat in Australia on that tour as
they recovered to lift the Ashes. Playing in the
centre positions for Great Britain that afternoon
were Phil Jackson (Barrow) and Alan Davies
(Oldham).

Seventeen years later, in 1975, Australia
won the World Championship and it was during
those Championships, on Saturday 14th June,
that they met Wales, again at the Sydney Cricket
G r o u n d . F o u r d a y s p r e v i o u s l y Wa l e s h a d
defeated England in Brisbane and they looked
Jaded from those efforts and unable to raise
their game in order to contend with aKangaroo
team who were able to register acomfortable
30-13 victory. Afeature of that match was the
kicking of Australian centre Mick Cronin who
landed nine goals from ten attempts. At scrum-
h a l f f o r Wa l e s t h a t a f t e r n o o n w a s O l d h a m h a l f -

D a v i d Tr e a s u r e

Finally, it was on this day in 1996, Friday
14th June, that the Sydney Bulldogs announced
tha t they wou ld be leav ing the Par ramat ta
Stadium and returning to the Belmore Oval ,
w h i c h h a d b e e n t h e i r h o m e f r o m 1 9 3 5 t o 1 9 9 5 ,
as well as reverting to their original title of
Canterbury. Surprising what astrong impulse
tradition is. Up the Roughyeds!!

back Dav id Treasure .
I n 1 9 9 4 F r a n c e t o u r e d t h e S o u t h P a c i fi c

tak ing in tests against Papua New Guinea,
Australia and Fiji. The opening match of that tour

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



C o m m e n t s f r o m

FHE COACH
r

W E L C O M E t o S p o t l a n d . A f t e r 3
consecutive away games both myself and
the players are looking forward to ahome
game. Many thanks to the Rochdale Board
and Stadium Company for al lowing this
game to proceed.

One of the key features
of the last three weeks, and
i n d e e d t h e w h o l e o f t h e

s e c o n d d i v i s i o n , h a s b e e n
t h e i n c o n s i s t e n c y o f t h e
Referees. For agame that is
making such massive strides
a t a i l l e v e l s , t h e s e c o n d
d i v i s i o n m u s t b e t h e m o s t

competitive ever, so we really
d o h a v e t o e n s u r e t h a t t h e
s t a n d a r d o f r e f e r e e i n g i s
i m p r o v i n g a t t h e s a m e p a c e a s t h e
standard of play.

A t Yo r k I f e l t t h e r e f e r e e h a d d e c i d e d
before the game started that he was going
to single out Joe Nadiole and Afi Leuila. In
the event, the sending off of Afi, at 2-2,
quickly followed by the sin binning of Sean
C o o p e r, c o s t u s v a l u a b l e p o i n t s . We
seemed to be penalised unfairly for foul
play, when it was obvious that the York
game plan was to intimidate us. Having
said that about the referee, we need to be
bigger than the referee and prepared to
o v e r c o m e a l l o b s t a c l e s . T h e d e f e a t a t Y o r k

was d isappoint ing fo l lowing on f rom a
great home win against Barrow.

At Lancashire Lynx we started with
much more passion and probably made
our best start in terms of controlling the
game. New signing Andy Proctor made a
big impression, as did Mickey Edwards
who always goes forward. Unfortunately,

we did not turn territorial advantage into
points and Lynx made us pay with two
tries against the run of play to lead 12-6
at half-time. Again we started the second
half well but allowed Lynx abreakaway try
to go 18-6 down. The lads then showed a

l o t o f c h a r a c t e r t o h i t b a c k .

T h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f I a n
S i n fi e l d a n d P a u l R o u n d h a d

i m m e d i a t e i m p a c t w i t h
Roundy put t ing in Stephen
W i l d e a n d I a n S i n fi e l d

providing the break for Neil
Flanagan to score.

A t 1 8 - 1 8 w e d o m i n a t e d
t h e l a s t 1 0 m i n u t e s a n d

should have won the game.
Wayward k ick ing and glory

hunting from acting half back cost us a
point but there were alot more positives
than negat ives against ateam who wi l l
have abig say in who is promoted.

O n o u r s e c o n d v i s i t t h i s s e a s o n t o
D e r w e n t P a r k o u r d e f e n c e w a s

magnificent, particularly in the first half,
the defence providing the platform to win
the game comfortably in the end. Leading
1 0 - 0 a t h a l f t i m e w e s h o u l d h a v e w o n t h e

game 20 minutes into the second half.
I n s t e a d , w e t o o k o u r f o o t o f f t h e
accelerator and al lowed Workington to
come back to 16-10 during a10 minute
lapse.

Adrop goal from Chris Wilkinson put
the game out of Workington’s reach with
10 minutes to go. Victory was sealed with
t w o l a t e t r i e s f r o m G r a e m e S h a w a n d

Chris Eckersley to give a27-10 scoreiine
that reflected afine performance.

Paddy Kirwan

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
T H EYour Local Family Credit Company wishes

Oldham RLFC every success in 1998
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

MEETING THE NEEDS OF FAMIL IES FOR OVER E IGHTY YEARS

21 Retiro Street, Oldham !Tel 0161 624 9908

RFF\ J L j L j
F o u n d e d 1 9 1 4

\family finance \family finance

C D O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



O l d h a m R I F C
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B L A I N E Y ’ S
B A K E R S

OLDHAM RLFC
CLUB SHOP

For all your Roughyed Souvenirs
High Class Bakers
a n d C o n f e c t i o n e r s Home and away

replica shirts now in
s t o c k

See our new range of
framed rugby prints

73, Lees Road,
O l d h a m .

Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 - 7 3 9 1 6 6 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M
Te l e p h o n e 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 1 4 1

„ . - . . M e d l o c k

The Medlock Team wish the Oldham players, staff and

directors every success for the future and look forward to

us being amajor force in Rugby once again



O l d h a m R I F C
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Lees Village
S e r v i c e S t a t i o n

N E I L
G I B B I S O N

l/l/e may not be aSuper Store
but we give Super Service

B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental
Surgeon

!Sweets, Tobacco,
G r o c e r i e s

! C a r A c c e s s o r i e s

!Calor &Propane
S a l e s & D e l i v e r i e s

! A t t e n d e d P e t r o l
S e r v i c e
(Why put in your own
petrol when someone will
do it for you ?)

!L o t t e r y

O P E N

Mon-Fri 7.00 am-10.00 pm
Saturday 7.00 am- 9.00 pm
Sunday 7.30am- 9.00 pm

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill

Oldham OL3 6HV
St John’s Street Lees Oldham

Tel 0161 624 2306Tel 01457 872108

■ l y n e s w o o d
Engineering
S a l e s
L t d .

Registered Office:
St, Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,
Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

F a x :

0161-627 4367

B e s t W i s h



Junior
Sponsored ^
by Broadham
P l a n t H i r eRoughyeds

HI TO ALL THE JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS
Once again we send out awarm Oldham

Rugby League we lcome to a l l the P layers ,
Supporters and Junior members of Barrow.

Our mascot for the day when we played
B a r r o w a t h o m e o n M a y 1 7 t h w a s A a r o n
Gaskell. Aaron comes to the Rugby with his
grandma and grandad.

This is what Aaron thought of his day:-
M Y D AY A S O L D H A M ’ S M A S C O T

“The night before Iwas the mascot Iwas
very nervous and could not sleep. Ieven told
my mum and brother Ididn’t want to do it.

On the Sunday Iwas excited and when I
was getting ready everyone said Ilooked very
smart. When Igot to the ground Iwas st i l l a
little nervous and couldn’t stop shaking.

I w e n t i n w i t h m y g r a n d a d t o g e t i n t o
position for my big entrance. Oldham came out
first and Iled the team out. This felt great and I
felt important when the crowd was cheering. I
s t o o d i n t h e c i r c l e a n d s h o o k h a n d s w i t h t h e
officials and Batley’s captain and Ididn’t feel
nervous anymore. I tossed the co in and the
game started. That was the end of my part. It
was avery good day.”

by Aaron Gaskell.

We would like to send out Happy Birthday
wishes to the following Junior Roughyeds who
have birthdays in June.
R u s s e l l C a w d r o n 7 t h J u n e

7 t h J u n eJ a m e s G r e e n w o o d

Frankie Byrne
Gary Wall
N i c h o l a s W a t t e r s o n
J a m e s M i l l s
S t e v e n W a l l

Welcome to our Mascot for the day James
Greenwood. James is 7years old. He attends
Springhead Infants School and plays rugby for
S a d d l e w o r t h R a n g e r s U 8 s . H i s f a v o u r i t e
Oldham player is Jason Clegg.

8 t h J u n e
9 t h J u n e

1 0 t h J u n e
1 9 t h J u n e
2 6 t h J u n e

Debra RaffertyA a r o n G a s k e l l

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B S U P P O R T E R S S H O P
Replica Shirts Home/Away £ 9 . 9 9M a t c h V i d e o s

B O O K S :
OLDHAM RLFC Acomplete History
1876-1997 by Michael Turner
ARugby League Winner
by John Etty
The Struggle for the Ashes
Va r i o u s F r a m e d P r i n t s

An Ideal Gift for any Rugby Fanatic
Roughyeds Car Stickers
B e n c h J a c k e t s

Managers Jackets
M i c r o J a c k e t s
R a i n J a c k e t s

A d u l t £ 3 4 . 9 9
C h i l d £ 2 9 . 9 9
A d u l t £ 1 6 . 9 9
C h i l d £ 1 3 . 9 9
A d u l t £ 1 7 . 9 9
C h i l d £ 1 4 . 9 9
A d u l t £ 2 5 . 9 9
C h i l d £ 1 9 . 9 9
A d u l t £ 1 6 . 9 9

Polo Shirts (Clubcrest)
Va r i o u s C o l o u r s
Polo Shirts (Roughyeds)
Avai lab le in Red or Blue
Sweatshirts (Roughyeds)
Ava i lab le in Red
Jogging Bottoms
Available in Navy or Grey
Roughyeds Scarves
W o o l H a t s
(Clubcrest or Roughyeds)
Kit Bags

£ 1 9 . 0 0

£ 7 . 9 9
£ 7 . 9 9

£ 1 4 . 9 9

£ 1 . 0 0
£ 4 9 . 9 9
£ 5 4 . 9 9
£ 2 3 . 9 9

A d u l t £ 2 5 . 9 9
C h i l d £ 2 2 . 9 9

£ 4 . 9 9
A d u l t £ 3 . 9 9
C h i l d £ 1 . 9 9

£ 1 7 . 9 9

Various Merchandise from the Old Club available at greatly reduced prices
JUST ARRIVED!! CLUB TIES AT £9.99 AND ROUGHYEDS TIES AT ONLY £8.99!!!

THE CLUB SHOP IS OPEN MONDAY TO SATURDAY 9.00am -5.00pm
P h o n e 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 1 4 1

S H O W Y O U R T R U E C O L O U R S ! S U P P O R T T H E R O U G H Y E D S

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Dave Parker M/C RU, Lancs' RD, Oldham 0GB RlA '

Guest Writer6^

GEORGE DAVID PARKER born in Barrow in Furness
s i g n e d f o r O l d h a m i n 1 9 6 0 f r o m M a n c h e s t e r R U
w h e r e h e h a d c a p t a i n e d b o t h t h e c l u b a n d
Lancash i re s ides . Ac lever foo tba l l i ng loose
forward (one of the most stylish forwards ever to
play for the club) Dave was to play 198 first team
games between 1960 and 1967. Captaining the
club, Dave was also to gain County and full
International honours representing GB twice in
1964 both against France.

Dave retired from the game at the beginning
of the 1967/8 season due to the recurrence of a
knee injury.

It is almost 40 years ago that Imade the
decision to turn professional and my greatest
concern in do ing so was wha t wou ld happen i f I

own kick offs by Geoff Sims and score, beating
Vince on the way.

Another one of my favourites was Peter
Smethurst. What agreat team man: He always
gave 110% and always made four or five t r ies per
season for me. When he gave me the signal and
went to acting halfback Icould almost tell you
w h e r e I w o u l d s c o r e u s u a l l y w i t h m o s t o f t h e
opposit ion st i l l fo l lowing Peter. In those days there
was no six tackle rule, so if you could retain
possess ion fo r seven o r e igh t m inu tes the
o p p o s i t i o n u s u a l l y b e c a m e v e r y f r u s t r a t e d a n d
ended up l os ing concen t ra t i on and mak ing
mistakes. And Peter was apast master at adding
t o t h e f r u s t r a t i o n a n d c o n f u s i o n .

But what about that semi-final again Hull KR
at Headingley in 1964? What agame and we
s h o u l d h a v e w o n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y, H a r r y P o o l e ’ s
elbow closed my left eye early in the game. So, in
the second hal f , Id idn’ t see Mike El l iot t in support
on my left, with only one man to beat, because my
left eye was closed. That would surely have given
us the w inn ing sco re . Be ing c l eve r a f t e rwa rds i s
easy Isn’t it, but in any case Len McIntyre’s drop
goal eventually saved the day for us.

Natural ly, being selected for Great Br i tain was
avery proud moment and Iwas pleased when I
scored atry in my second game. But getting into
that team must have been helped by being able to
play with confidence in agood team at Oldham
where we tried to play good quality rugby in an
en te r ta i n i ng way. Time has howeve r, marched on
a n d n o w t h a t 1 4 y e a r o l d s c a n b e a t m e o n t h e
outside, all Ican do is re-live those happy sporting
m e m o r i e s .

D a v e P a r k e r

\

didn’t make the grade. Happily the decision Imade
resulted in seven years of top class rugby league
which Ithoroughly enjoyed and left me with a
number of v iv id memories.

In the chang ing room be fo re the fi rs t t ime I
played against St Helens Iwas told very pointedly
b y o n e o f o u r t e a m - “Yo u m a ke
Vince Karalius doesn’t touch me.” Early in the
g a m e i t w a s n e c e s s a r y f o r m e e x e r c i s e t h a t
instruct ion and Iquickly moved into the gap
between the two peop le concerned when a l l o f a
sudden Iwas hit by abrick wall and everything
turned upside down. As Ipicked myself up the
relevance of the changing room comment became
a p p a r e n t . H o w e v e r , o v e r s u b s e q u e n t s e a s o n s I
like to think acertain amount of mutual respect
developed between Vince and me, but he was one
of the hardest players Iever came across. Some
years la te r when he had moved to Widnes I fe l t I
broke even when Imanaged to collect one of our

s u r e t h a t

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Don Yates ...Statistically

S P E A K I N G
BEFORE the current season began, Oldham had
not met Barrow in aleague match for ten seasons.
T h i s s e a s o n t h e t w o c l u b s m e e t f o u r t i m e s w i t h
Barrow providing the opposition to Oldham in
consecut ive home matches, a lbei t at venues which
a r e s o m e t h i n g l i k e fi v e m i l e s a p a r t . T h i s
a f t e r n o o n ’s m a t c h i s t h e 1 6 7 t h m e e t i n g b e t w e e n
Oldham and Barrow. The Roughyeds have won 103
of the previous 166 clashes with Barrow having
w o n 5 7 a n d s i x h a v e e n d e d i n d r a w s . O l d h a m ' s

b igges t home v ic to ry over Bar row came in
September 1961 when the Shipbuilders were
beaten 40-0 at Watersheddings in aleague match.
In December 1952 Barrow reg is tered the i r b iggest
away win over Oldham when they won aleague
match at Watersheddings by 24-8. The Roughyeds'
biggest win up at Craven Park came in September
1989 when they won afirst round Lancashire Cup-
tie by 46 points to two whilst Oldham’s biggest
d e f e a t a t B a r r o w c a m e i n A p r i l 1 9 4 4 w h e n t h e
Shipbuilders hammered Oldham 49-0. For those
supporters who regard Spotland as aneutral

venue, despite today’s match being ahome game
for Oldham, this will be the second meeting of
Oldham and Barrow on neutral territory. In 1954
Barrow beat the Roughyeds 12-2 at Swinton in the
Lancashire Cup Final, but more about that match
elsewhere in th is publ icat ion.

RESULTS OF PREVIOUS OLDHAM-BARROW
MATCHES IN REGIONAL COMPETITIONS

1900-01 Lancs Sen. C. Barrow 3 Oldham 6

Oldham 8 Barrow 2

1918-19 Lancs League Oldham 12 Barrow 3
Barrow 17 Oldham 12

1939-40 Lancs League Barrow 22 Oldham 14
Oldham 7 Barrow 2

1962-63 Western Div. Oldham 17 Barrow 0

Barrow 13 Oldham 15

1963-64 Western Div. Barrow 15 Oldham 9

Oldham 32 Barrow 5

DETAILS OF BARROW’S LAST VISIT TO OLDHAM

IN THE WESTERN DIVISION

Saturday, 21st March 1964
At Watersheddings

O l d h a m 3 2 B a r r o w 5

Oldham: Tries Trevor Simms (3), Jack Pyecroft
(2), John Donovan, Geoff Sims &
P e t e r S m e t h u r s t

Goals Frank Dyson (4)

Barrow; Try Mick Ducie
Goa l Ke i t h I r v i ng

Oldham: Frank Dyson; Geoff Sims, John Donovan,
P e t e r S m e t h u r s t , T r e v o r S i m m s ; V i n
Nestor, Jack Pyecroft; Charlie Bott, Len
McIntyre, Tug Wilson, Stuart Whitehead,
Geof f Rob inson &Dave Parker.

Barrow :Eddie Tees; Bill Burgess, Jim Challinor,
E d d i e W h i t e h e a d , B o b W e a r ; G e o r g e
M a t t h e w s , D a v e B l a c k ; I v o r K e l l a n d ,
M a u r i c e R e d h e a d , M i c k D u c i e , K e i t h
I r v i n g , M i k e S a n d e r s o n & B r i a n
B a c k h o u s e .Tr e v o r S i m m s

C jDO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



eil Barker, Manchester Evening News

GUEST WRITER
H T O N Y B a r r o w i s n e v e r a f r a i d t o
Hspeak his mind and he rattled a
Vfew cages the other week with an
Jinteresting topic of discussion.

Coming from the old school,
ITony fondly remembers the days
5 w h e n j u s t o n e r u l i n g b o d y l a i d

d o w n t h e g a m e ’ s r u l e s a n d
regulat ions.

T h i n g s r a n s m o o t h l y , t h e
g a m e fl o u r i s h e d b u t r a d i c a l

change loomed la rge on the hor i zon when Ruper t
Murdoch’s mega-bucks surfaced.

Beforehand, it was the job of the RFL’s Leeds
HQ to set standards, implement change and deal with
all aspects of the game.

Nowadays, the picture is not so clear and Tony
felt the time was right to air his views.

He banged the drum for areturn to the old style
of having one body representing the game as the sole
source of power.

I t t o o k a b r a v e m a n t o t a k e s u c h a s t a n d b u t h e

was ably supported by clubs outside Super League
who still wrongly carry the label of being the game’s
poor relations.

When one takes time to reflect on Barrow’s view,
you can see the logic in his call for arethink.

Bar row quer ied the need to have avar ie ty o f

committees and anumber of highly paid individuals in
seats of power carrying out accompanying tasks.

N e e d l e s s t o s a y , B a r r o w ’ s b l a s t g a i n e d
t remendous suppor t f rom c lubs s tand ing a longs ide
h i s S w i n t o n L i o n s .

As for Super League, games have been better
t h i s t e r m b u t t h e s a m e c a n a l s o b e s a i d o f m a t c h e s i n
t h e fi r s t a n d s e c o n d d i v i s i o n .

B a r r o w a l s o s o u n d e d o f f a t t h e n u m b e r o f

imports who continue to flood the British game.
H e a d m i t s c e r t a i n o v e r s e a s s t a r s s t a n d o u t f o r

class but hit out at clubs for recruiting simply for the
sake of bringing in new, untried talent.

Like many domestic coaches, Barrow is al l for
developing home grown ta lent and fe l t r is ing stars
could end up in the cold if abig money unknown got a
chance to progress ahead of him.

Nine times out of ten, the mystery men turn out
to be flops.

I t was ano the r i n te res t ing observa t ion and i t
merely confirmed aworrying trend that st i l l exists in
all forms of professional rugby.

Clubs operat ing on ashoestr ing budget cannot
afford to overstep the mark.

Men l ike Tony Barrow talk alot of sense. They
have been around, stood the test of time and realise
what’s needed to keep the sport’s head above water.

N e i l B a r k e r

Iva Slateloose

G u e s t W r i t e r ...Coachspeak
Is it me or is i t them?

"I think we showed alot of spirit to limit their tries to just
one, other than the early one,” (ie Two) John Monie
“I took Henry Paul off at halftime because Iwasn’t happy
with the service he was giving, or his input into the game.”
(He was garbage) John Monie
“I wouldn’t accuse areferee of any deliberate bias.” (He
was biased) John Kear
“ T w o o f t h r e e t r i e s t h a t r e f e r e e H e w i t t d i s a l l o w e d w e r e
scored legitimately. I’m not whinging....” (I’m whinging)
F r a n k E n d a c o t t

“To my mind the replay shows that Bradley hit him with the
forearm and not the elbow...” (So that’s alright then)
M a t t h e w E l l i o t t

“I don’t want to dwell on the Huddersfield game...” (But
i’m going to) Darryl Van De Velde

“ I don ’ t know i f i t i s aBr i t i sh th ing and Idon ’ t l i ke
slandering anyone over here..." (it's British thing. British
piayers just can’t tackie) Stuart Raper
“They (Wigan’s players) wanted to score tries every time
they got the ball. ”(And there was me thinking that was
the object of the game!) John Monie
“I’m not saying nothing, but their try did come from avery,
very ordinary decision.” (i’m saying everything” The Ref
got it wrong) Royce Simmons
One F rom an adm in i s t r a to r : -

“I don’t want to be seen to be telling my New Zealand
colleagues what to do...” (This is what they should do)
K e n A r t h u r s o n

And to finish one we can all agree with:-
“We got what we deserved, losing pay and no Points.”
Andy Gregory

PERSONAL Masonry Cleaning &Restoration Co. Ltd.
TYRES, SERVICES &EXHAUSTS

Beever S t ree t , O ldham
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 8 2 6

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1998

S T O N E C L E A N E R S & R E S T O R E R S

Contact Mike Blandford on 0161 652 5445
A l l t h e L u c k i n t h e Wo r l d

to the ‘98 Roughyeds

S
c ® O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



H a r l e q u i n s
C a b a r e t B a r
Playa de las Americas !Tenerife

Top Cabaret Acts ❖Live Sky Sports
❖E n g l i s h H o r s e R a c i n g ❖

Cabaret
. «

Si

r lf

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Lr their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Biltisii

'Pi r i cQnb If you choose Tenerife for your
holidays, cali in at the Harlequins
for areai Oldham welcome. See

photos of the all-time greats,
Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard
Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe
Piniuf
S u i t i i a i i i i

C a b a r e t
B a r

Mediterranezji

^ 1 F U L L Y A I R C O N D i n O N

OPEN TILL LATE
Seven days aweek

g79 54 60
! □ !8»y»!

Girdm
O *

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Carden
PUIA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0

Cj?>
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The RoughyedsO l d h a m 1 9 9 8 : l l e i
\ c c i d e n t '

/assistance.

Back Row: Michael Edwards, Chris Eckersiey, Brian Quinlan, Nathan Varley, Paul Round,
,Graeme Shaw, Keith Atkinson, Craig Diggle, Sean Cooper.

Middle Row: Paddy Kirwan (Coach), Darren Robinson, Graig Barker, Richard Darkes,
Jason Clegg, Martin Maders, Andy Fleming, Afi Leuila, Steve Wanless (Physio),

Mick Coates (Asst. Coach),
Front Row: Michael Prescott, Steven Wilde, Neil Flanagan, John Hough, Ian Sinfield

Aidrian Mead, Joe McNIcholas. r \
CO



MATCH BY MATCH 1998
■S’ 'S’ 0I T I TH ^ ^ ^ 9 I T 1 6

A l l

F - AA P R I L 1 9 9 B

H 4 . 0 Sto FrI LANCASHIRE LYHX

VarleyR o u n d M a d e i sS h a w M a t l i r t d a l e fl o b i rClegg Hough E d w a r d sOarkes , Cooper M c H I c h o l a s B a k e r1 3 M o n W O R K I N G T O N T O W N A3.D0 1344 2 Z - 1 8 M e a d

P r e s n t t VarleyM a r t i n d a l e R o u n dE d w a r d s S I n l l e l d S h a wEekersley S a r l r e r Flanagan M a d e r s HoughA7.45 1069 1 0 - 1 2 W i l d e Darhes; L e u i l a Cooper2 2 W e d B R A M L E Y

Clegg S h a wM a r t i n d a l e R o b i n s o n R o u n dE d w a r d s S I n l l e l d VarleyB a r k e r M a d e r s HoughW i l d e O a t k o s Cooper Eekersley Flanagan2 6 S u n D O N C A S T E R D R A G O N S A3.00 10S0 2 0 - 8

M A Y

Varley S l i r t l e l d PrasconN e d i o l e S h a w M a r t l n d e l B R o b l i t s o nR o u n d Hough E d w a r d sB a r k e r Flaitagao4 M o n B R A M L E Y K3.00 2921 3 2 - 6 0 M e a d L e u i l a

Clegg P r s t e o QR o b i n s o nE d w a n t s M a d e r a H a d l o l c M a r t i n d a l eB a r k e r R o u n dM e e d O a r i c e e EekersleyIB San BATLEY BULLDOGS K3.00 1929 2 8 - 2 0 W i l k i H o n

Clegg S h e wN e d i o l e M a r t i n d a l e S I n R a l d VerteyE d w a r d s M a d e r sEekersley B a r k e r R o u n d Hough17 Sun BARROW BORDER RAIDERS K3.00 1 967 1 3 - 4 W l l k J n s o h L e u i l a D a r t e s

P r e s c o RM a r t i n d a l e M e a d S I n l l e l d VarleyE d w a r d s S h a w N a d i o l eB a r k e r R o u n d HoughCooper Eekersley2 4 S u r Y O R K A3.00 1482 6 2 7 D a r k i s

Varley P r e s e o n R o u n dN o d l o l o M a r t i n d a l e S I n l l e l dR o b i n s o n E d w a r d sCooper Eekersley W i l k i n s o n Flanagan3 1 S u n R R L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X A3.00 1361 T B - 1 B W i l d e M e a d D a r k e s

J U N E

R o u n dM e a d VarleyS h a w S I n l l e l d N a d i D l e M a r t i n d a l eW i l k i n s o n HoughD a r t e s Cooper Eekersley7 S u n H R W O R K I N G T O N A3.00 1 057 2 7 - 1 0 W i l d e

Sen nRBAHflOWBRlWRKtOaM; H 3 . 0 0

I N 1 9 7 9 w h e n t h e W a t e r s h e d d i n g s P a v i l i o n w a s
renovated builder Bob Odgen placed for posterity in a
to be covered over cubby hole acopy of the Oldham
Chronicle of the day. When, last year, the Pavilion was
d e m o l i s h e d t h e c o p y o f t h e C h r o n i c l e w a s ‘ r e ¬
discovered’ . Whi ls t in an h is tor ica l sense th is might
not be too exciting it was interesting to note that the
paper included the first ever photograph of the Colts
team of the o ld c lub, a team that was to produce 5
Col ts In ternat ionals , 3senior In ternat ionals , 4Tour is ts
and of course the current Cldham and GB coaches.

For the record, back row: Brian Gartiand (Coach),
Mark Edwards, John Johnson, Tony Wood, Phil Vincent,’
Andy Goodway, John Walls. Mick Coombes, Pasquale
D 'Adamo, M ick Wor ra l l , Te r r y F lanagan , De rek Foy
(Coach).

19 Fr i RR lATtCASHmELI r thMlub l i ) H7 .30

n28 Sun RR BARROW BORDER RAIDERS A3.00
,y

N -

J U L Y ...j;. - s c i :
S S u « R R W O R K I N G T O N H 3 - M

1 9 S u n R R F I N A L

2 6 S u n L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X A 3 0 0

A U G U S T

W O R K I N G T O N U 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0D O N C A S T E R

2 3 S u n B A T L E Y A 3 1 5

30 Sun BARROW BORDER RAIDERS A3.0D
F ron t row : S teve L i t t l e r, Joe Warbu r ton , Paddy

Kirwan, Steve Dobb, Ray Ashton.
B r i a n W a l k e rS E P T E M B E R

Y O R K H 3 . 0 0

Best Wishes for the Season ̂&hcare Group pic All photographs by kind permission of the Oldham Evening Chronicle
w h o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n w e g r a t e f u l l y a c k n o w l e d g e .
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Robert Gate

GUEST WRITER
Welcome to the modern game. As far as this
aspec t o f the modern game goes , you a re
welcome to it but leave me out of It.

1dare say that Rugby League is still better
than most other sports as aspectacle but it is
no good pretending that it is perfect. Many of us,
who have been watching the game for along
t i m e a n d a r e n o t o f t h e p o l i t i c a l l y c o r r e c t
persuasion, know that the game was ‘better ’
when scrummaging was authentic. It is quite a
frightening thought that anyone who has been
introduced to the game in the 1990s has never
actually seen acompetative scrummage. It was
i n t h e 1 9 8 9 / 9 0 s e a s o n t h a t o l d - f a s h i o n e d
scrummaging was subjected to euthenasia. Bent
feeding became compulsory, pushing was passe
and scrum-halves agreed never to touch one
another again. “Your feed, your ball, Claude. Our
feed, our ba l l . ’ ’

A l l r i g h t , I k n o w t h e s c r u m m a g e w a s
competition for cheats and sometimes it went on
for abit too long. Ialways regarded it as part of
the fun. If your team’s cheats were better at
cheating than the other team’s, you got the ball.
In aperverse way the right to cheat made it fair.
There was skill in cheating and the scrum was a
true contest . What is more, the scrummage
ensured that the game was accessible to all
shapes and sizes of player, not to mention the
d i f f e r e n t i n t e l l e c t s a n d m i n d - s e t s . B e s i d e s , i t
m e a n t t h a t t h e r e c o u l d b e n o s u c h a n i m a l a s a
6 ' 2 ’ ’ s c r u m - h a l f .

M o r e t h a n a n y t h i n g , h o w e v e r , t h e
s c r u m m a g e w a s a t i m e a n d p l a c e o f
unpredictabi l i ty. No one could be sure what
would happen next -precisely and tragically the
opposite of what passes for today’s scrummage.
Wo u l d t h e r e f e r e e a l l o w t h a t s c r u m - h a l f t o c a r r y
on getting away with murder? Would that hooker
use his hands or his feet to get the bloody ball?
Would that open-side prop even let it get to the
hooker? What the hell was happening? Never
mind, we’ve got the ball! In other words the
s c r u m m a g e w a s t h e f o c u s o f i n t e n s e
anticipation. Nowadays when ascrum goes down
near the goal-line (well, ten yards out at best)
there is absolutely no sense of tension. No one
is screaming blue murder about having to win
t h e s c r u m . S c r u m m a g i n g m a y h a v e b e e n
regarded by some as shambolic in the past. Now
it is merely symbolic.

Earlier Isaid that the game had committed
euthenas ia on the scrummage. Perhaps we
should now come clean and bury the body once
and for al l . Ialways thought charades was a
different game.

T O S C R U M M A G E O R N O T T O S C R U M M A G E ?
THAT IS THE QUESTION.

SCRUMMAGING? Wha t ’s t ha t a l l abou t t hen? We
still have scrums in Rugby League, don’t we?
Wel l , i suppose i t depends what you mean.
Twelve blokes do still occasionally get into a
h u d d l e b u t n o o n e t a k e s m u c h n o t i c e a n d
nothing interesting or untoward happens. Unless
things go drastically wrong, the team putting the
ball in gets to keep it for six tackles. That's all
there is to it, period. Why bother, Iask myself?

Earlier this season Iwas at aSuper League
match and the following happened in the space
of about 50 seconds. (The names have been
changed to protect the innocent.) Gladiators’
winger lets aPirahna kick rol l into touch ten
yards from Gladiators’ goal-line. He could easily
have picked the ball up but why should he, as he
knows his team will get the ball from the scrum?

The scrum goes down and Gladiators 6’2’’
scrum-half puts the ball into his own feet while
the referee gazes across the top of the scrum
and waves at the Pirahna back-line telling them
to stay on-side. He doesn’t give atoss what is
happening at the scrum. Unfortunately, the 6’2’’
scrum-half knocks on with the effort of having to
stoop so low to pick up the ball. Even this ref
c a n n o t m i s s i t . T h e s c r u m r e - f o r m s . T h i s t i m e
the Pirahna scrum-half, about 5’7’’ and actually
r e s e m b l i n g a s c r u m - h a l f , h a s t h e f e e d . H e
swings the ball in his right hand past the loose-
forwards’ feet, whilst the referee natural ly is
shouting and waving at the opposite back-line to
stay on-side. The ball never leaves the scrum-
half’s hand, never remotely touches the scrum
and he tears round the other side of the dozing
dozen and flashes under the posts for atry. The
ref, the touch-judge and the in-goal official hold
their customary summit and the try is awarded.
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From The

E D I T O R
IWAS impressed recently by the honesty of St
Helens' Coach Shaun McRae. Commenting on
his team’s defeat by Halifax, McRae said: “I
think everybody thought that Halifax's win at
B r a d f o r d w a s a s h o c k . W e s t i l l h a v e t h i s
ideaiogy in our game that there are only two or
three clubs that are entitled to beat you. As
soon as we get rid of that egocentric point of
view we may be alittle better”.

McRae’s statement sums up what is wrong
wi th Super League and i t s p resenta t ion by
BSkyB. Outside of aselect group of top clubs -
o r ig ina l l y Wigan , S t . He lens , B rad fo rd and
London, the last named now replaced by Leeds
-the other sides are seen merely as cannon
fodder. Some t ime ago Ibought Sky ’s v ideo
review of the Super League 1996: Iwatched it
once and immediately sent it off to my brother-
in-law in Australia because it was so incredibly
b i a s e d t o w a r d s t h e t e a m s l i s t e d a b o v e .

To some considerable degree this explains
why Ihave enjoyed first and second div ison
rugby more in 1998 than Super League in
previous seasons. Both the current first and
second divisions are extremely competitive with
any club capable of beating any other so that
results are very difficult to predict. All of which
a d d s t o p r e - m a t c h a n t i c i p a t i o n a n d t h e
excitement of the game itself.

On the whole Ido not get the same feeling
with Super League, and it cannot help when
Huddersfield Giants, having been fast-tracked
into the top flight, are asked to operate -like
Oldham -wi thout the same financ ia l suppor t
from BSkyB as every other team. If we really
w a n t c o m p e t i t i v e f o o t b a l l t h e n e v e r y c l u b
should start on alevel playing field. How can
o n e c o a c h o r c l u b b e j u d g e d b e t t e r t h a n
another if the basic organisation of the geme

favours some against others? Of course how
t h o s e r e s o u r c e s a r e t h e n u s e d i s o n e o f t h e
v i ta l fac tors in de termin ing the ou tcome o f
matches and ultimately the final placings in the
L e a g u e a n d t h a t i s t h e t r u e t e s t o f t h e
c o m p e t e n c e o f c l u b m a n a g e m e n t a n d
administration. For too long the odds have been
stacked against certain clubs. The average fan
wi l l never understand why Par is or London
s h o u l d r e c e i v e fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t d e n i e d t o
Bat ley or Highfield. Nor wi l l he fathom why
s o m e c l u b s c a n h a v e u n r e s t r i c t e d o v e r s e a s
i m p o r t s a n d o t h e r s n o t . N o r c a n h e
comprehend the tortuous definition as to why
a n A u s t r a l i a n o r N e w Z e a l a n d e r c e a s e s t o b e a
‘foreign’ player on grounds of residence over a
p e r i o d o f y e a r s . S u c h c o n f u s i o n h a s o n l y
served to undermine the credibi l i ty of Rugby
League among i ts t radi t ional , core fo l lowing
and, worse still, makes it highly unlikely that
c l u b s l i k e W a k e fi e l d , H u l l K R o r S w i n t o n w i l l
ever aga in be ab le to compete for the top
honours in the game.

TA L K I N G P O I N T S

INOTICE League Express Man-of-the-Match for
York Wasps against Oldham Jamie Benn was
recalled by Castleford to play in Super League
against Salford the following week.

Leeds Wingman Leroy Rivett has signed for
B r a m l e y o n a p e r m a n e n t t r a n s f e r. H o w e v e r
Leeds retain the right to recall him at any time.
P e r m a n e n t ?

Isee ‘Bramley’s ’ Barr ie McDermott came
on as sub for Leeds Rhinos to play astarring
game against Huddersfield Giants and Chr is
Ca i s i ey t h i nks second d i v i s i on c l ubs can ’ t
produce players good enough for Super League!
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F r o m t h e
>6a

' h

Members of the main branch of the Supporters
Club receive adiscount on the above prices.

Please contact Joyce (655 1832) for detai ls of
the depar tu re t ime and pr ices fo r the fu ture away
m a t c h e s .

D U T Y F R E E S H O P P I N G

L o o k i n g t o t h e f u t u r e , w e a r e c o n s i d e r i n g t h e
p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f o r g a n i s i n g a s p e c i a l C h r i s t m a s
Shopping Weekend to either Bruges or Paris, including
atrip to aHypermarket on the outskirts of Calais on
the return jounrey. The tr ip wi l l include aone night
stay on the cont inent an aChannel cross ing by Le
S h u t t l e .

T h e s e c o a c h e s a r e s c h e d u l e d t o a r r i v e a t t h e
match within areasonable t ime prior to kick-off and
depart for home immediately after the match.

Itineries for both trips are now available and if
you are interested please contact e i ther Al ice (633
6780) or Trevor (628 8006) fo r acopy and fur ther
d e t a i l s .

R O U G H Y E D R E W A R D

This year the half t ime draw wi l l be known as the
Roughyed Reward and will again be sold by the main
branch of the Supporters Club. As in previous years
t h e w i n n e r w i l l r e c e i v e 5 0 % o f t h e t o t a l t i c k e t s a l e s a t

each match. The winning number will be drawn at half
t ime and the ho lde r o f t he w inn ing t i c ke t w i l l be
presented with their prize on the pitch.

Please look out for the Roughyed Reward team
a t t o d a y ' s m a t c h a n d p l e a s e b u y a t i c k e t o r t w o .
Remember the more you purchase, the b igger the
prize, the more it helps Oldham Rugby League Club.

A W A Y T R A V E L

We will be organising coach travel to all away matches
this season, with coaches depart ing from the Black
H o r s e p u b l i c h o u s e o n R i p p o n d e n R o a d ,
W a t e r s h e d d i n g s . S e a t s o n t h e c o a c h e s c a n b e
reserved by contacting Joyce (665 1832) prior to
match day.

O L D H A M
ROUGHYEDS

°SS"'
. C E Sa n d

O l d h a m R o u g h y e d s a r e p r o u d t o a n n o u n c e
T H E I R N e w W e e k l y L o t t e r y

f f

"The Sa tu rday Yank^
J o i n O l d h a m ’ s m o s t e x c i t i n g L o t t e r y a n d h e l p s u p p o r t

Y O U R t o w n ’ s n e w R u g b y L e a g u e C l u b !
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s p h o n e S c o t t o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Agents also required
(Excellent commission and other benefits)
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From the Pen of ...

Turner
O h B r o t h e r !

B E I N G a s B a r r o w a r e o u r v i s i t o r s f o r t h e

s e c o n d c o n s e c u t i v e “ h o m e ” fi x t u r e , t h e
notes here are for atopic other than the
opposition of the day, except to welcome
back the "Furness" men for what is likely
t o b e a n o t h e r c l o s e e n c o u n t e r .

W h e n J o e N a d i o l e m a d e h i s d e b u t i n

the match against Bramley on May 4th, he
increased the number of pairs of brothers
t o r e p r e s e n t t h e c l u b t o 1 7 . H e w a s , o f
c o u r s e , f o l l o w i n g i n t h e f o o t s t e p s o f
brother Tom who played for the club in the
1 9 8 0 ’ s .

more recent t imes Paul and Gary Lord
each played 93 times for the first team
although their careers did not overlap.

T h e h i g h e s t t o t a l g o e s t o t h e
Flanagans with Terry, 281 and Kevin, 78
appearances respectively and when you
consider that their father, Bill, played 31
t i m e s a n d c o u s i n N e i l i s t h e c u r r e n t c l u b

captain and turned out on 32 occasions for
the old club, Oldham RLFC has certainly
benefited well from the Flanagan dynasty.

O t h e r n o t a b l e b r o t h e r c o m b i n a t i o n s t o

represent the club are;-
F O Y : D e s & M a r t i n
G O D D A R D : P e t e r & D a v i d
H I L L : C l i f f e & D a v e

JARDINE: Adam &Billy
L I D D I A R D : G l e n & D a v i d

MITCHELL: Billy &Jack
Of all the players listed Billy Mitchell

played the most number of times for the
c l u b w i t h a t o t a l o f 3 1 0 s e n i o r
a p p e a r a n c e s b e t w e e n 1 9 3 8 a n d 1 9 5 4 .

The first set of siblings to pull on a
shirt for Oldham Rugby League Olub were
Jim and Jack Whittle. This was back in only
t h e c l u b ’ s s e c o n d e v e r g a m e i n t h e
Northern Union in September 1895.

Perhaps the most notable pair are the
A u s t r a l i a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l s B i l l y & V i v
Farnsworth who notched up 171 senior
appearances between them in the period
b e f o r e a n d a f t e r t h e F i r s t W o r l d Wa r. I n

Oh My Lord! Yorkshire born brothers Paul &Gary Lord who each played 93 times for Oldham.

c n > O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B 4 !



O l d h a m R L F C
r

t h e B t t i p i a l IVILSONS TROPHIESB b U s u B B l I e r
t o t h e 1 9 J L E E S R l > , O L D H A M

L A N C S , O L 4 I L S

EAX: (0161) 628 6058

e-mail: Trophics@diaI.pipcx.com
hUBby Leaaue

FREEPHONE 0800 146 933
Y E ST R O P H Y O m C O U N T S

Y E SF R E E C O M P U T E R t B E D E N G R AV I N G

Y E SM A I L O R D E R S P E C I A L I S T S

Y E S!TOP QUALITY AWARDS

Y E SG L A S S AWA R D S

F R E E C ATA L O G U E W I T H P R I C E S

R U G B Y C L U B S P E C I A L I S T S

S P E C I A L O F F E R S & P R O M O T I O N S

Y E S

Y E S

Y E S

For all your Trophy, Award and Preaentation Requirements

Free engraving only applies when trophies are purchased form Wilsons Trophies. Itching
on glass Is extra. Byou require your club motif and lettering please ring for aquote. nU
E n g r a v i n g , a n d q l a x E t c h i n g , i s c o m p l e t e d £ K m i s ^

S a d d l e w o r t h
S p o r t s & U n i f o r m
One Stop Shopping for all your
sporting needs at your friendly

family shop

Open Mon to Fri 9.30am to 5.30pm !Saturday
9.30am to 5.30pm

W e w i l l r e s e r v e a n y i t e m o n
P A Y M E N T O F A S M A L L D E P O S I T

9 3 C h e w Va l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,
O l d h a m , L a n c a s h i r e O L 3 7 J J

Te l . 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e

P a r k i n g a t t h e D o o r ■Vi s a ■A c c e s s !S w i t c h !A m e x



Ol d h a m R L FC

rhe Roushyeds
r

O l d h a m
E v e n i n g
C h r o n i c l e

i f y o u ^ r e n o t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

h a n h ^ c o n v e r t

T h e R o y a l B a n k
o f S c o t l a n d

For the best coverage
of all local news and

sport.

Read Roger
H a l s t e a d ’s n e w s a n d
v i e w s o n O l d h a m
Rugby every
Wednesday night.

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

M 8 N A R C H
M E T A L S

L o c a l l y

M a n u f a c t u r e d

R a d i a l F i t C o u p l i n g

B o l t s F o r M a r i n e

A N D P o w e r

I n d u s t r i e s

W o r l d w i d e

Buyers of Industr ia l Cable,
Sw i t chgea r, Mo to rs and

N o n - F e r r o u s M e t a l s
A l s o W o r k s C l e a r a n c e s

Unit 17 Monarch Mill

Jones Street, Royton
Oldham 0L2 5AH

Tel /Fax 0161 665 1819

Uncouth Road
Firgrove, Milnrow
Rochdale OL16 3DD
Te l 01706 638842
Fax 01706 647494

Pilgrim International Ltd.
Ripponden Road, Oldham, England, OLl 4SB

Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 8 0 0 5 F a x : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 6 4 9 4 5Proprietors: Paul Neville, Alan Watson



D o n Ya t e s D o w n

Memory lane
Don Yates looks back to amatch from yesteryear

Ken Jackson, Charlie Winslade, Sid Little and
Bryn Goldswain.

T h e h e a v y c o n d i t i o n s p r o b a b l y s u i t e d
Barro\w more than they did Oldham but both
sides had areputat ion for playing fast, open
rugby. Oldham were top of the league and with
eleven straight wins behind them were favourites
to win despite the conditions. But Barrow had
Will ie Horne directing operations and what a
magnificent job he did that afternoon. It was not
aone-man performance, however, for each and
e ve ry me mb e r o f t h e B a r ro w p a ck g ra f t e d
unselfishly and the Shipbuilders had two other
h e r o e s i n c e n t r e s P h i l J a c k s o n a n d D e n n i s
G o o d w i n .

ALTHOUGH Barrow joined the professional ranks
in the year 1900, it was over fifty years before
they lifted their first trophy. The Shipbuilders had
been beaten Wembley final is ts in 1938 and
1 9 5 1 b u t a s t h e t e a m c o m m e n c e d t h e 1 9 5 4 - 5 5
season, it was thought that the Barrow team,
although experienced, was perhaps getting past
i t s b e s t .

They began the season here in Rochdale,
losing the league match 17-15 at the Athletic
G r o u n d s . T h a t d e f e a t d i d n o t b o d e w e l l f o r
Barrow’s Lancashire Cup campaign which also
began with atrip to the Athletic Grounds. Stand¬
off Willie Horne was in inspired form in the cup-
tie, his two tries and two goals eased Barrow
through by amargin of 13-10. On the same day
O l d h a m b e a t L a n c a s h i r e A m a t e u r s 5 7 - 1 7 w i t h
young winger Johnny Noon scoring four of the 11
Roughyed tries and Bernard Ganley landing a
dozen goals. In the quarter-finals Oldham beat
Lancash i re Cup ho lde rs S t He lens 20 -9 a t
Watersheddings whilst Barrow ran in ten tries in
the 36-0 victory over Widnes at Craven Park.

Barrow then had to visit Leigh in the semi¬
finals, another ground where they had lost in the
opening month of the season. Once again Willie
Horne came to the rescue. He scored the only
t ry o f the match and a lso landed agoa l in
Barrow’s 7-2 victory. The following night scrum-
h a l f F r a n k P i t c h f o r d s c o r e d a h a t t r i c k o f t r i e s a s
the Roughyeds pulled off arare 20-13 win up at
Workington.

The fina l was s taged a t S ta t i on Road ,
Swinton and despite heavy rain on the day of the
match, acrowd of 25,204 were in attendance to
watch the following two teams;

Barrow: Colin Poole; Derek Hinchley, Phil
Jackson, Dennis Goodwin, Frank Castle; Willie
H o r n e , Te d To o h e y ; L e s B e l s h a w, V i n c e
McKeat ing, Frank Barton, Jack Grundy, Reg
Parker and Bi l l Healey.

Oldham: Bernard Ganley; Dick Cracknell,
Roly Barrow, Alan Davies, Terry O’Grady; Frank
Daley, Frank Pitchford; Harry Ogden, Jack Keith,

I t w a s D e n n i s G o o d w i n w h o b r o k e t h e
deadlock after 15 minutes. An Oldham handling
error saw Toohey gain possession and put the
1 6 s t c e n t r e t h r o u g h a g a p . A d u m m y a n d
Goodwin was over despite the attention of three
Oldham defenders. Although Willie Horne missed
the conversion his field kicking constantly drove
Oldham back and he then landed adropped goal
to further frustrate the Roughyeds. Oldham’s
misery continued, things just would not go right
for them, and when another handling error led to
atry from Reg Parker which Horne converted,
O l d h a m l o o k e d d e a d a n d b u r i e d a t 1 0 - 0 d o w n .
Before half-time Bernard Ganley landed apenalty
but even this failed to ignite an Oldham reviyal.
Ba r row con t i nued to p lay e r ro r f r ee rugby
throughout the second ha l f wh ich remained
scoreless until alate penalty from Horne made
the fina l sco re 12 -2 .

Although the Oldham performance was a
disappointing one, Barrow must be given every
credi t for the way they deal t wi th both the
Roughyeds and the wet conditions. Six Months
later Barrow pulled off an even more memorable
victory when they won at Wembley to crown a
season which must go down as their best ever.
Let us hope that it isn’t too long before success
returns to the Furness area wh ich s t i l l remains a
hotbed of the rugby league code despite the lack
o f r e c e n t s u c c e s s .

GARFORTH GLASS, MIRROR AND
PICTURE FRAMING CENTRE

Springhead, Oldham

Tel. 0161 624 7495
Good Luck to the Roughyeds

T o t a l F i t n e s s
Cromford St reet , Oldham

T e l 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 5 6 5 3

Wish every success in 1998
to the Roughyeds
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Bob Mordell, Rosslyn Park, England Rl] Ej Oldham Rl

HOW dare the Rugby League let it happen!! Oldham
Rugby -the beloved focus of the Town’s community,
a l l o w e d t o f o l d ! B u t t h e O l d h a m f o l k w o u l d n o t b e
b e a t e n a n d t h e C l u b i s b a c k .

The Rugby League authorities did not realise the
feeling that the Town had for the Club, they did not
know the Oldham that Icame to love and they did not
h a v e t h e m e m o r i e s t h a t I a n d t h e O l d h a m f a i t h f u l
h a v e . L i k e . . .

F rank D isk in who fi rs t app roached me abou t
jo in ing O ldham a l l t hose yea rs ago in 1979 . . . I t
o n l y s e e m s l i k e y e s t e r d a y t h a t I fi r s t s a t i n t h e
d r e s s i n g - r o o m b e f o r e m y t r i a l g a m e w i t h M a r t i n
Murphy's boots flying past my ears -he wasn’t happy
t h a t a S o u t h e r n R U S o f t e e h a d t a k e n h i s m a t e ’ s

place in the team. All was forgiven afterwards ...
Graham Starkey running us up Courthill until we

d r o p p e d . . .
The youngs te rs f r om the Co l t s . . .Te r r y

Flanagan, Ray Ashton, Andy Goodway, Mick Worrall -
establ ishing themselves in the team and then going
o n t o I n t e r n a t i o n a l h o n o u r s . . .

Old heads l ike Bi l l Francis, Ken Gwi l l iam and
Bob Blackwood showing the youngsters plus the, by
now 2Southern Softees, Mordei l and Alexander how
the game should be played ...

The Oldham spectators. I loved the crowd, their
b a n t e r, t h e i r s u p p o r t , t h e i r h u m o u r. I w a s h o o k e d
from the very first time that Iran onto the field ...

A l e x G i v v o n s w h o l o o k e d a f t e r o u r b o o t s a n d

training ki t -he knew Rugby League inside out and
had seen i t al l in his t ime. He did not always l ike
what he saw at Watersheddings in those days and
s o o n l e t u s k n o w i f w e d i d n ’ t t o e t h e l i n e . Ye t h e w a s

always the first to praise us when things went well ..
The Parkfie ld Hote l where Is tayed when Ifi rs t

Joined the Club and then houses in Derker Street and
then Whinberry Way, Moorside . . .

The Oldham weather -Iremember driving along
the M62 in bright sunshine, turning off and coming in
Oldham to discover blizzards. Another time having to
dig my car out of three feet of snow the morning after
aclear spr ing n ight . . .

First Division rugby and immediate relegation
although we almost beat Leeds at Headingley,
Widnes at Naughton Park, Bradford at Odsall and St
He lens a t Knows ley Road . Ag rea t l ea rn ing
exper ience for the Southerners and the youngsters
a l i k e . . .

Bob (left) with Adrian Alexander

Play ing wi th Lockwood, Hogan, McCurr ie was
another learning experience that was to stand us in
good stead the next t ime we went up to the Fi rs t
D i v i s i o n . , ,

W inn ing the D iv i s i on 2Champ ionsh ip w i th 30
wins out of 32 ... Beating Cardiff the new team, full
of Welsh RU Internat ionals, first away and then at
home the following week ...

T h e s e m i - fi n a l s o f t h e J o h n P l a y e r T r o p h y
against Hull at Headingley having previously beaten
mighty Leeds at Watersheddings . . .

Playing at Boundary Park in 1981 (we were 15
years ahead of our time). At the time it had undersoil
heating and Watersheddings was frozen solid so we
played battle at the football ground ...

Returning to Division One much better equipped
to stay up and in fact finishing eighth ...

That was to be my last season as aRoughyed,
but even today l i v ing back in London Is t i l l fee l a
sense of belonging. There is still apart of Oldham in
my heart.

You Just don’t forget the people of Oldham, as
the Rugby League authorit ies have now discovered.
The Club is back on its feet and once again looking
for success. Ihope the Club goes from strength to
s t r e n g t h a n d c o n t i n u e s t o e m b a r r a s s t h o s e w h o
thought that Rugby League could do without Oldham.
I t c a n ’ t ! I ’ m O l d h a m m e . . .

B o b M o r d e i l

C A P ESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM I N D U S T R I A L S E R V I C E S

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 1 0 0 6

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F CTe l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C
throughout 1998 Lit t lebank Street, Oldham 0L4 1JA

O L D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B
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N e w E a r t h W a t e r S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d
M a n a g e m e n t & D i r e c t W o r k S e r v i c e s t o t h e Wa t e r I n d u s t r y

V o l u m e W a t e r M e t e r I n s t a l l a t i o n S e r v i c e

W a t e r M e t e r A n c i l l a r y D e v i c e s a n d R e m o t e R e a d i n g

W a t e r B u d g e t P a y m e n t S y s t e m s

New Water Suppl ies and Lead Replacement Serv ices

For these and o ther serv ices , contac t ;

New Earth House !159 Huddersfield Road ■Oldham OLI 3PA

Telephone: 0161 678 6354 !Facsimile: 0161 628 5197
e-mail chrisjay@newearth.u-net.com Website http://wvm.business.u-net.com/-newearth

Country Oven (mic) Ltd,
W h o l e s a l e B a k e r s

Beech House, Wrigley Street, Oldham, Lancs 0L4 IHW

Tel. 0161 652 2376 !Fax. 0161 633 2691

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

S T E E L T R A D I N G L T D

Steel Parcels at Trade Prices
Tel. 01925 231123 ! F a x . 0 1 9 2 5 6 5 7 7 6 5

Unit 2/3 !Warrington Central Trading Estate !Bewsy Road !Warrington WA2 7LP
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Slmnberf3ii(
Slumberland Quality Group

For adeeper, sounder sleep



>>
Steve Fox 'End Zone' Rl Express GRl Journalist

G u e s t W r i t e r
whereas they would surely struggle today.

In some cases the changes have been
for the good. For Instance very few people
would mourn the old Crown Flatt when they
compare it to the new version. And though
the memory of famous old grounds like
Stat ion Road, Far town, Thrum Hal l and, for
that matter, Watersheddings, will always
b r i n g a l u m p t o t h e t h r o a t o f t h e
sentimentalists among us, the fact is that
each and every one of those ‘stadiums’ had
passed its sell-by date by the time it was
t a k e n o u t o f u s e .

And it is not as if Rugby League is
unique in this phenomenon. You only have to
l o o k a t s o c c e r w h e r e a h o s t o f c l u b s h a v e

m o v e d i n t h e r e c e n t p a s t , s o m e t o s u p e r
new s tad iums, o thers as tenants w i th r i va l
o u t fi t s . O n e o f t h e m o s t r o m a n t i c s t o r i e s o f

last season was Charlton’s return to the top
flight at the Valley after several years in the
w i l d e r n e s s . W i l l w e e v e r s e e O l d h a m b a c k i n

Super League at the Watersheddings? It is a
nice thought, but there are one or two
practical difficulties! Not quite so many as
Wigan will face, mind you, if they ever try to
return to Central Park. You can imagine the
commentary ...“and the Warriors have their
backs to the frozen food department and are
attacking the fresh fruit and veg end ...’’

Afina l word on th is g roundhopp ing
business. If anyone tries to tar Oldham with
that brush again, just remind them about
Sheffield Eagles’ 1989/90 season. Bramall
Lane, Hillsborough, Thrum Hall, Belle Vue,
Ta t t e r s fi e l d , O a k w e l l ( B a r n s l e y ) a n d
Saltergate (Chesterfield) all played host to
the Eagles and it hasn’t done them much
harm in the long run, has it?

T H E p r e s s d u b b e d i t t h e
g r o u n d h o p p e r s a t t h e
Grasshoppers when Oldham
m e t t h e L y n x a t P r e s t o n
R U ’ s g r o u n d a f o r t n i g h t
ago, but there was abit of
a r t i s t i c l i c e n c e a t w o r k
t h e r e .

I s a y t h a t e v e n t h o u g h
today’s game is the first of ashort summer
season at Spotland for the Roughyeds, and
there was the excursion to Hyde Utd last
year. But there’s nothing unusual about such
an arrangement in modern day Rugby League
or indeed over the hundred odd years of the
sport, certainly not unusual enough to earn
Oldham a‘groundhoppers’ tag.

if you grew up like Idid in an era when
Huyton and Hunslet were the only outfits to
switch grounds, you have amental image of
every club having been in situ since the year
dot, but nothing could be further from the
truth. Just look at the history books. Barrow
had three different grounds before moving to
Craven Park in 1932, Bradford used to play
at Park Avenue, Bramley (of fond memory)
had o f hand fu l o f res idences inc lud ing the
quaintly named Barley Mow, Cas were once
t e n a n t s a t ‘ S a n d y D e s e r t ’ , H u l l K R ’s
previous homes include Gillett Street, known
as ‘Flag Edge Touch’ and the Boulevard (I kid
you not!) And the list goes on.

Bringing matters up to date Ireckon that
more t han ha l f o f t he p resen t c l ubs have
upped sticks (literally) in the last decade or
so, and at least another ha l f adozen more
have plans to follow suit in the not too
d i s t a n t f u t u r e . T i m e w a s w h e n l e a g u e
fanatics could name every ground in the RFL

S p e e d y H i r e C e n t r e s
( N o r t h e r n ) L t d .

O l d h a m D e p o t

Te l 0161 626 8111

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the Season

/^ev in Kershaw Associates
Commercial, Criminal &Private Investigations

Tel 0161 343 6510

Best wishes to the Oldham RLFC team for
the Season -Gain promotion!

O F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



Roughyeds

Not ice Board
P L AY E R ’ S K I T S P O N S O R S H I P

Neil Flanagan Sponsored by
New Earth Water Services Ltd.

Steve Wild Sponsored by
Holmes &Gilmore pic
Joe Nadiole Sponsored by
Saddleworth Sports

Michael Edwards Sponsored by
Mick Harrop

Domino Engineering Ltd
Craig Barker Sponsored by

Mrs Caroline Barker

Why not sponsor your favourite player?
Ful l Ki t for the season £200,
B o o t s £ 5 0

Sh i r t s £50 ,
S o c k s £ 2 0

Tracksu i t s £45 ,
Shor ts £25 ,
Training Kit £40

All sponsorship will be acknowledged in the
p r o g r a m m e .

OTHER SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES ARE
A V A I L A B L E :

M a t c h S p o n s o r s h i p , A s s o c i a t e M a t c h
Sponsorship, Matchball Sponsorship, Man of the
Match Sponsorship, Roughyeds Match Day Club
+ P r o g r a m m e a n d E l e c t r o n i c S c o r e b o a r d
Advertising.
Deta i ls f rom the Club Offices: 0161 628 3677

Mr Wrigleys ‘Penny Rush’ Bar
Every Tuesday Night -‘Roughyeds Night’

View on the ‘Big Screen’: The previous weekend’s Roughyeds Game!
Commences 8.00pm Prompt

H e l p R a i s e F u n d s f o r t h e C l u b !

167 Union Street (opposite the Evening Chronicle Offices)
Tel. 0161 62 73999

Adesignated Roughyeds Players &Supporters Area! -(John Smiths Smooth f1.20 Pint!)

On Thursday, 9th July, the Club will be holding a
Fund-Raising Golf Tournament

at Oldham Golf Club.
It will be a4-Ball Betterball -Stableford competition with a2.30pm Shotgun Start.

Entry will be £200 for ateam of 4or £110 for ateam of 2.
Included will be Lunch on arrival, a5-course Evening Dinner

and obviously prizes galore!
For tickets or enquiries please ring
any Club Official on 0161 628 3677

Brian Walker on 0145787 5084 or
Chris Roberts (Oldham Golf Club Captain) on 0161 633 5399

Prize Sponsors
Required

Prize Sponsors
Required

L E T T E R S T O T H E E D I T O R
IHAD acommunication from aLeeds based fan commenting on the exclusion of Darren
Robinson from the team the last time Oldham met Barrow. Subsequently Darren was first
choice for the Lancashire Lynx game where he was unfortunately was injuried.

Team selection is, of course, amatter for the coach and Paddy’s justification is no doubt
that Oldham beat Barrow in atough, forward dominated game.

Nevertheless it was refreshing to find afan sufficiently interested to get in touch. There
haven’t been too many of those in recent years.

If you have any comments on any aspect of OLDHAM RLFC (1997) please contact the
Editor at:- 93, Chew Valley Road, Greenfield, Oldham OL3 7JJ Phone/Fax: 01457 872515

O I D H A M R U G B Y L E A G U E F O O T B A L L C L U B



Taking Oldham
f o r w a r d

■h r ,
t !

Oidham Metropolitan Borough Council

Is the driving force behind the continued
regeneration and revitalisation of the
Borough.

Counci l endeavour has enabled Oldham

to become acentre of real opportunity
within the North West region.

It has made possible anew and still
expanding Town Centre, 14 new schools
in as many years, Oldham Sixth Form
College, amulti-million pound

programme of building and
environmental regeneration, thriving and
growing development sites and much.
m u c h m o r e .

The Council values its role in serving
the local community -and in taking
O l d h a m f o r w a r d .

O L D H A M D D D D L Enquiries on 0161 911 4708Metropolitan Borough O



T o d a y ’ s S p o n s o r s O L D H A M

Coach: Paddy KirwanMatch
IStephen WILDE
2 R i c h a r d D A R K E SEllen Group

Associate Match

Amega Labels Ltd
Man of the Match
Greenalls Pubs &

Restaurants

3 A fi L E U I L A
4 S e a n C O O P E R
5 C h r i s E C K E R S L E Y
6 C h r i s W I L K I N S O N
7 N e i l F L A N A G A N
8 A n d r e w P R O C T E R

9John HOUGHWILLIAM “BILLY’ MITCHELL
1 0 G r a e m e S H A WOne minute silence will be observed prior to

todays game to honour the memory of Billy
Mitcbell who died on June 5th, aged 76, playing
310 first team games between 1938 and 1954
and also team trainer. Our thoughts are with his
family.

11 I a n S I N F I E L D

l 2 J o e N A I D O L E
1 3 M i c k M A R T I N D A L E
1 4 A d r i a n M E A D 1 6 N a t h a n V A R L E YMichael Turner will cover Billy Mitchells RL

career in fridays Lancashire Lynx programme. IS Jason CLEGG 1 7 P a u l R O U N D

T o d a y ’ s O f fi c i a l s B A R R O W

Coach: Stuart Wilkinson
Today’s Referee

M r R . C o r n i s h IJohn McKELLEHER
2Gary RUDDY
3 P h i l A T K I N S O N
4 I a n H A L S A L L
5 G l e n H U T T O N
6 M i k e K A V A N A G H
7 D e a n M A R W O O D
8 S h a u n W A L L I SS P O N S O R E D B Y :

:
9 D a r r e n H O L T

1 0 S t u a r t R H O D E SC o - o p e r a t i v e I n s u r a e

&

1 1 G e o f f L U X O NI V l i z u n o

l 6 G a r y S P E N C E L E Y l
15 Ian RAWLINSON 17 Stuart MAGORIAN f

1 2 N e i l S H A W
Touch Judges ^13 Darren CARTER^14 Peers BENTMr P. McLaughlin

Mr R. A. Ingham

A f t e r t h e M a t c h v i s i tM a t c h b a l l S p o n s o r
L a n s d o w n e R o o fi n g S u p p l i e s L t d M r . W R I G L E Y S


