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In the days before motorvjays going to Oldham, or other
far-flung outposts of Lancashire, was usually ahorrendous
journey, up hill and down dale, with nothing at the end of

it except astaffing for the visitors. The only
consolation was it happened to them when

they came “over the top" to Yorkshire.

with the M62 Oldham is not far off being aderby, and last
'years games between the two were humdingers, with all

the passion of close rivals. That Oldham were even on the
pitch was testimony to the effort of the current

management, after the tumultuous experience of
Saperleague. The excitement of an elite place soon changed to

the pressures of running afull-time operation, without the
income to susta in. Oldham were on the ro l lercoaster that has

affected other clubs suddenly finding themselves amongst the elite
without the necessary preparation and resources. The result was

financial collapse.
Fortunately the enthusiasm has been regenerated, and though the club is now
playing home games out of the town prospects are looking bright, with the
promise of anew council supported stadium in Oldham.
The news that the final years Murdoch monies are to be shared equally for the
first time between all Premiership clubs must be welcome news to Oldham,
who re-started as anew club with no financial support. Welcome too to
Bramley, and the other former second division clubs, who have had to get by
on much less than theirs rivals, and can now plan more longer term. Agood
sign that Premiership clubs accept that they all need each other.
Hopefully that same generosity of spirit will apply when Hemel Hempstead
apply to join the Premiership for next season!
Those magnificent semi-finals will have re-inforced the image of the Challenge
Cup as something very special, due to the principle of the open draw, and
hopefully calls for more seeding for elite clubs will disappear.
Great too to see those vocal London fans creating aroar at Headingley, many
of whom who had followed the team since the Fuiham days. This underlies that
the game is now owned just by people in the 3northern counties, but can be
enjoyed by everyone.
The season is moving on at breathtaking pace with positive news about the
game just about everyday. The programme of internationals involving the 5
Nations in October, alongside the Lions visit "down under" is agreat step
forward for the image of the game, and also provides more opportunities for
the players, it must be the first time for many years that we could see Bramley
players considered for honours, and Idon't mean Ton O'Reilly for Ireland as
he's already spoken for by Papua New Guinea!
After several away games Bramley can look forward to more home
appearances, the chance for fans to really get behind the most exciting team
for years, and for Mike Ford to enjoy more wins, demonstrating the steady
progress that the team has made under his leadership.



Iwould like to welcome Oldham Directors players and supporters to
Headingley.
The previous games with Oldham have been enjoyable games. A:
TheBramleyclubhasenjoyedgoodpublicityoverthelastfew ĵ
weeks with two appearances on sky Rugby World.
A/like Ford and Garry Schofield have interested the media
to the benefit of the Bramley club. Last Good Friday's win
over Hunslet Hawks was just reward for the effort made
over the last six weeks.

Garry was the guest of Leeds Rhinos before the London
Bronco's game and received awarm reception from the
Headingley crowd in particular the reputable South Stand.
It is good to have Danny /vicAllister back from Australia to
strengthen the forwards.
It has been difficult for the Bramley supporters with all the
away fixtures but Ican assure them of the run of home fixtures in June and July.
A/lay Ionce again appeal to the supporters to spread to word about our
talented team and encourage afriend to
come on board.
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On behalf of the Bramley R.LF.C. Supporters Club Iwould like to
\Ne\corr\e the supporters of Oldham R.LF.C to today's Northern
Ford Premiership game here at Headingley and wish them asafe
journey home over the Pennines.

Wasn't it just great to be aBramley supporter at Hunslet on Good
Friday? After the r\arro\N defeats in the previous two games it was
brilliant to see the team at last get their just reward and what a
place to do it, the team's first ever win at South Leeds Stadium
proved beyond doubt that Bramley's position at the bottom of the
Northern Ford Premiership was afalse one, the whole team played
superbly but the halfback partnership of Garry Schofield and Mike
Ford was ajoy to watch and long may it last.

We are looking to have are-launch of the Supporters Club shortly
but if anyone wants details or has something to contribute please
give me acall, the team needs more support and we have to do
something to try and get more people coming to Headingley to
watch them.
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That's all for now -SUPPORTTHE LADS!



fl/lATCH REPORT -By Steve Hunter

B A T L E Y B U L L D O G S 1 4 B R A fl / l L E Y 1 2
Bramley came very close to gaining their first away win of the season at Mount Pleasant, Batley
played down the slope in the first half but Bramley started brightly with Ryan McDonald showing
up well and centres Dan Potter and Anthony Gibbons running well. Bramley opened the scoring
with apenalty goal from Anthony Gibbons and dominated the first thirty minutes of the game but
the final ten minutes of the first period proved fatal for Bramley with Batley scoring 14 points
with tries from Lee Bargate and Richard Price and three goals from Price. The half time score of
14-2 to Batley was no reflection of the game but it left Bramley with plenty to do in the second half.
Bramley dominated the second half with Mike Ford probing the Batley defence regularly and
eventually the pressure told and Bramley had three tries disallowed in the second period and came
so close to snatching victory, this was another good performance from the team and particulariy
fine performance from player/coach Mike Ford.
Scorers; Batley Bulldogs Tries; Bargate, Price -Goals; Price (3)

Bramley Tries; Horner, Gibson -Goals: A. Gibbons (2)

H U L L K R 1 2 B R A A / I L E Y 0
Once again Bramley gave avery good account of themselves away from home without gaining
any reward. The Bramley defence was magnificent and the team were beaten by two flashes of
brilliance from Stanley Gene who scored two tries in the last ten minutes of the game.
S c o r e r s ;

Hull Kingston Rovers Tries; Gene (2) -Goals: Charles (2)

H U N S L E T H A W K S 11 B R A / V I L E Y 1 6
At last after coming so close in their previous two away games Bramley recorded afine victory
over neighbours Hunslet Hawks on Good Friday. With afull strength side and Garry Schofield
making his debut at stand off Bramley started off positively and after five minutes Schofield
threw out asuperb long pass for Anthony Gibbons to score. Hunslet had long spells of possession
in the first half but the Bramley defence was superb and the half time score was 4-0. Hunslet
started the second half in style with tries from Fatnowna and Wilson and one conversion from
Mike Fletcher in the first seven minutes, at 10-4 the Hunslet players and supporters thought they
had broken Bramley's resistance, but no way. Bramley settled things down and hit back in the
58th minute when Andy Poynter chased asuperb grubber kick from Garry Schofield to
score,Anthony Gibbons converted to leave the scores level at 10-10. Hunslet attacked and Mike

Fletcher kicked adrip goal to give the Hawks aone point advantage but Bramley hit back on 71
minutes when afine pass from Mike Ford released Dan Potter who kicked ahead and won the race

to the line. Anthony Gibbons converted and Bramley had done it. This was asuperb all round
performance from the team. Thanks to them for making my Easter!
Scorers; Hunslet Hawks Tries; Fatnowna, Wilson -Goal; Fletcher (+1 drop goal)

Bramley Tries; A. Gibbons, Poynter, Potter -Goals; A. Gibbons (2)
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Good Luck Bramley
f r o m J o h n T r a n t

a n d P e t e r H a n l o n

V I D E O S , PA S T A N D P R E S E N T.
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Wine ̂Co. AARON
PERSONNELC h a r t e r e d A c c o u n t a n t s

20-22 Bridge End
Leeds LS1 4DJ

Telephone 0113 245 0268
John Patrick

Leda House,
46 New York Street

Leeds

LS2 7DY

B e W i t h A/ /

G o o d T e a m / /

All The Best To Bromley
F o r T h i s S e a s o n

f ,b P A P E R F O R P R I N T

R o t h e r a + B r e r e t o n L t d .
L e e d s 0 1 1 3 2 6 3 2 5 4 1 S h e f fi e l d 0 1 1 4 2 4 4 5 1 9 2

Nottingham 0115 928 0071



O n t h e I n t e r n e t . . . ^
T h e L a t e s t P r i c e s &
S p e r t s M m m a t m m f r m m

Yorkshi re 's Number 1Bookmaker
with over 40 shops throughout the county
now provides an on iine
internet sports information service

Find us at:- www.betpetersmiths.co.uk.
Bets can be piaced using
Switch, Deita or Soio debit cards on

Freephone 0800 212284
New credit and deposit enquiries
a l s o w e l c o m e d

S P E C I A L I S T I N
P R E M I U M N U M B E R S

K E D S T A R C O M M U N I C A T I O N S L T D

Wishing Brantley all the best

for the 1999 Season
F r o m D a v i d M e t c a l f

6 9 L O N R O Y D E P L A C E

L E E D S 1 1
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Awarm \Ne\come to my home town
club Oldham today. The way In

which they have risen from the
dead in recent times is agreat

c r e d i t t o a l l c o c e r n e d b u t

especially the Chalrmati Chris
H a m i l t o Y ] w h o h a s b e e n a t t h e

'orefront of the revival.

COACHES
CO/VIA/I ENTS
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The Roughyeds are in the same situation as Bramley regarding
Murdoch money, but so far they have belied that myth with some
astute signings and sterling performances. 'The foundation is
being laid by coach /Wick Coates and next year when all the
Northern Ford Premiership teams are on equal share of iWurdoch
money, Oldham will leapfrog quite afew teams in terms of
financial stability and will be seen as areal force in this division.
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This afternoons game is areal four pointer, amatch we have
identified as one we must win. If we perform as we did against
Flunslet on Good Friday, then we won't be far away from picking
up the two premiership points on offer today. All the Bramley staff
realise that this will be one of our toughest games to date, which
augues well for agreat spectacle of Rugby League Football.

s :

Hope yoiA ev^oy fUeEnjoy the battle
Mike Fo rd



Iam pitting this page together after oar excellent away win over Hunslet Hawks
on Good Friday. Ireally hope the team have followed it ap with ahome victory over
the Doncaster Dragons.

It was apleasure at South Leeds Stadium to see the team perform so well, the spirit
they showed to turn around the game at vital stages was excellent and it gives the
supporters and Iam sure Mike Ford great hope for the rest of the season.

It was also apleasure to see Garry Schofield make his Bramley debut in the same
game. Garry's tactical kicking and ball distribution were crucial to our success and
Iam sure we all hope that Garry will settle with Bramley and stay with the club for
some time to come.

Our opponents today are Oldham and if last year's game here at Headingiey is
anything to go by we are in for acracking game. That night in torrential rain
Bramley scraped through 12-10. Dan Potter and Marvin Golden scored tries for
Bramley and Oldham scored right on the hooter and Richard Darkes had ashot at
goal to egualise the scores but the kick sailed wide. The meeting at Boundary Park
was much more free scoring with Bramley running up 50 points in afine victory but
all that counters for nothing today.

It was nice to see the supporters to wait and cheer the Bramley team off the field
at Hunslet and rightly so, let's just hope support will now grow as the team seems
to be improving week by week. The club seems to be as professional on the pitch as
it is off it, and Chief Executive Bill Clift, Mike Ford and Eric Fitzsimmons deserve the
creditfor this.
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Back to today, make plenty of noise for the lads and best of lack and hopefully two
points for the lads.

[ _ L

ENJOY THE GAME.

P L A Y E R P R O F I L E
IMICICY REISIDER by Steve Hunter

Nicky was born in 1972 in Castleford and Pirates before returning to the professiohal
attended Temple Street junior school and game by joining Bramley in 1997.
castleford High School. At the age of 9Nicky
wasplaying Under-11's ragby for Half Acres as Nidsyquotesthebiggestinfluenceon his career
they did not have ayounger age group, as his family, Gary Stephens and Bobbsie Price.
He went on the represent Yorkshire .&
Humberside at Under-I6's level and won the Nicky is autility player who won't let the side
Yorkshire Schools Cup with Castleford High down wherever he plays but when asked, said
School and played in the All England schools that he did not enjoy playing on the wing.
Final when Castleford lost to St.John Patricks of
Wigan 14-8. His most memorable time in the game was

when he toured Russ ia w i th York and the wors t

At the age of 17 Nicky turned professional with time was his shoulder injury whilst with
the York club where he stayed for two seasons Halifax,
before joining Leeds in 1991, he also stayed
with Leeds for two seasons before joining Nick's message to supporters is "if you see me
Halifax in 1993. Nicky suffered abadly in the bar, pint of lager please", but more
dislocated shoulder which disrupted his seriously he says "stick with us and we will get
professional career and for acouple of seasons there (quote borrowed from Mr Bill Clift esq.)",
he played as an amateur for Bradley Arms



Today we welcome to Headingley the Oldham
Roughyeds, aclub who much like ourselves have a
long history in the game but have been going
through atransitional period just lately. Oldham
are now based at Spotland in Rochdale for acouple
of seasons whilst their proposed new stadium is
finalised but they have managed to keep agood
supporter base and will no doubt have brought
plenty of fans to today's game.

Oldham
Roughyeds

Oldhain's recent history must have been hard for the club and
supporters, as members of Superleague under the guise of Oldham Bears
they tried so hard to keep their heads above water but with limited
finances and acrumbling stadium they succumbed and the club folded
only to be reborn the following season in the Second Division and playing
at Boundary Park, without the benefit of any money from the Rugby
League they did amagnificentjob and this season have consolidated and
strengthened the side. Iwish them all the luck in the world in their efforts
to put the fine name of Oldham firmly on the rugby league map.

Coached this season by Mick Coates, Oldham started the season well with
agreat win over Dewsbury Rams in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup and at the
time these notes were written were just one point better off than
Bramley, their best result in the league so far must be the point they took
from Hull Kingston Rovers, avery tough nut to crack on their own
ground. Oldham have agood mixture of experienced players and youth
in their squad, the more well know players are Mark Perrett, Alf Leuila,
Leo Casey, John Hough and Jason Clegg, they also have two Frenchmen in
the squad in full back, Laurent Minot and forward Emmanuel Paralta.
The club have been very unlucky with the injury to their big signing from
Wakefield Trinity, John Bostock, who will be missing for the rest of the
season. Also in Oldham's squad is Brian Quinlan who had aspell here at
Bramley acouple of seasons ago, so it will be good to have him back.



Dpainley oughyeds
P L A Y E R S P O N S O R S

ANTHONY GIBBONS mickey huimterman 1 L A U R E N T / W I N U TF U L L B A C K

2 A D R I A N N I E A D E

EIMERSON JACIOVIAN
m C K F A R R E L L

JOE A/lCNICHOLAS
D A N N Y W O O D

SI/MON WRAY TAM LEISURE

DAVID GIBBONS mike and linda horsey 3

R I G H T W I N G

R I G H T C E N T R E

4DAN POTTER mike ho l l idayL E F T C E N T R E

5NEIL KITE BREWIN DOLPHINL E F T W I N G

6GARRY SCHOFIELD davemetcalf/jeffsaimuelS T A N D O F F

7 D A N I E L B R O W N

LEO CASEY

JOHN HOUGH

JASON CLEGG
G R A E / M E S H AW

A/1 IKE FORD PRO-STORES C R U M H A L F

8AAAEA DAVID debbie hol l idayO P E N S I D E

9RICHARD RUSSELL edd iemossHOOKER

1 0ANDY PROCTER l inley bui lders leedsB L I N D S I D E

1 1D A N N Y / M C A L L I S T E R b r a d l e y w i n eS E C O N D R O W

1 2WAY N E F R E E / M A N a d a m w i n e /M IKE PRESCOTTS E C O N D R O W

1 3TO/M O'REILLY tam leisure / M I C K / M A R T I N D A L EL O O S E F O R W A R D

1 4R YA N / M A C D O N A L D N AT H A N VA R L E YS U B S T I T U T E

1 5/ M A R K G I B S O N D AV E L E W I SS U B S T I T U T E

1 6N I C K Y R E N D E R PA U L C O O KS U B S T I T U T E

1 7GLEN FREE/MAN E / M / M A N U E L P E R A LTAS U B S T I T U T E

PLAYER SPONSOR £100

PLEASE CONTACT TEL: 0113 224 2604 FAX: 0113 224 2603

AD/VIIN, JULIE BUSH 0113 278 6181 EXT, 224

c o a c h ; / M I C K C O AT E S

M A T C H O F F I C I A L S - R E F E R E E D . A N S E L L

TO U C H J U D G E S - I . S . M U I R , T. B . A .
R E S E R V E R E F E R E E - I . G R A Y D O N

B R A M L E Y R L F C 1 9 9 9
G R O U N D : H E A D I N G L E Y S TA D I U M , S T. M I C H A E L S L A N E , H E A D I N G L E Y, L E E D S L S 6 3 B R

D I R E C T O R S

JEFFREY WINE, RONNIE TEEMAN, B ILL CL IFT

C L U B O F F I C I A L S

C H I E F E X E C U T I V E B I L L C L I F T - T E A M M A N A G E R A N D C O A C H M I K E F O R D

Y O U T H D E V E L O P M E N T O F F I C E R A N D A S S I S TA N T C O A C H E R I C F I T Z S i M O N

P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T S E A M U S M c C A L L I O N

H O N O R A R Y L I F E M E M B E R S

JRYAN, MISS KLISTER, LKEOGH, EHUMPHREYS, DGIBSON, KROBERTS, RTINSLEY
P R O G R A M M E C O - O R D I N A T O R S H U N T E R

R U G B Y L E A G U E C L U B


