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ANOTHER tough fixture is in
s t o r e t o n i g h t a g a i n s t
Dewsbury who kept up their
title challenge on Sunday by
defeating Lancashire Lynx.
By contrast we were wel l
bea ten by aHu l l K ings ton
R o v e r s s i d e w h o l o o k a
good bet for reach ing the
Grand F ina l .

O u r b a d l u c k c o n t i n u e d
w i t h t h e i n j u r y t o J i m m y
Cowan and before the game
w e s u f f e r e d a s e t b a c k w i t h

t h e n e w s t h a t D a n n y
Webs te rs a r r i va l i s be ing
delayed. These things seem
to be symptomat i c o f t he
way our season has gone
but i ts probably the same
story at every club.

As the season goes into it’s final third things are starting
to settle down both at the top and at the bottom. We are at the
wrong end of course but how significant is it with the financial
disparities that exist within the Division that the five clubs who
receive so much less than all the others occupy five of the
bottom eight positions, that surely proves that the system of
distribution for 1999 has been anti-competitive.

F o l l o w i n g o n f r o m m y c o m m e n t s i n t h e H u l l K . R .
programme about the playing season it has been noticeable
how much press comment there has been, that has shown that
no rash decisions must be made and what has happened now,
however, is that asituation that was originally reported wrongly
by Bob McDermott has been made worse by journalists putting
their own interpretation on the subject. Our own Roger Halstead
repor ts re fe rs to Bob ’s “mas te rp lan ” -Wrong . Roger a l so
argues that the problem with the game is not when it is played
but how it is played. It would appear therefore that to sort the
game out all we have to do is re-educate all the coaches and
all the players and hey presto! I’ll get straight onto it! Seriously,
however, this is another example of everybody connected with
the game putting their oar in and whilst accepting that Mr
Halstead has ajob to do in my eyes. It proves that sometimes
think now, speak later is arule that those of us running clubs
should adopt. Enjoy the game.

IThe views EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSA’rILYIreflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

Country Oven (mic) Ltd.
W h o l e s a l e B a k e r s

Beech House, Wr ig ley St reet , Oldham, Lancs OL4 IHW
Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 5 2 2 3 7 6 ! F a x . 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 2 6 9 1

Bakers of Morning Goods, Speciality &Flavoured Breads

oO F F I C I A L M A T C H D A Y M A G A Z I N E 1 9 9 8



O L D H A M E V E N I N G C H R O N I C L E ' S

Roger Halstead
THE vote of Northern Ford Premiership ciubs on Bob McDermott’s suggestion to kick-off the new season
on Boxing Day, 1999 wili be eageriy awaited.

In the ten days or so since it first become known that the chairman of the Association of
Premiership Clubs (APC) was pushing for the start of the season to be advanced several weeks, to try
to arrest falling attendances, clubs have expressed awide range of opinions.

As Isee it, Ithink we have to accept that summer rugby is failing -fast.
And Isay that as one who pushed for achange of seasons in the first place and was

once an enthusiastic advocate of rugby in the sun.
Ireckon alot of people out there are now tempted to say: "I told you so.”
Iam certainly prepared to hold up my hand and say "OK, Iwas wrong.”
Don’t assume from that that Ibelieve areturn to winter rugby will solve

all our sport’s ills. It won’t. There are many factors behind the current slump J
in attendances and, as Iwrote in the programme for last Sunday’s Hull K. R. |game, the biggest of the lot is the game’s decline in popularity as aspectator I
sport. I

Much of the entertainment value has disappeared from the modern game
on the back of the "five drives and akick” philosophy. If Rugby League is to JllF
get the turnstiles clicking again, the administrators must take steps to put
some of the old adventure and flair back into the sport.

And they can’t do that until and unless they take agood, long look at
rugby league 1999 style and are honest enough to admit that many features
of the crowd-pleasing sport of yesteryear are with us no more.

R e g u l a r r e a d e r s o f t h i s c o l u m n a r e w e l l a w a r e o f w h a t I t h i n k o f t h e
Sport’s PR machine and those hackneyed expressions: "The product has .
never been better” and "We have the greatest game in the world." J

Let me put aquestion to the older Dewsbury supporters who may be ̂
here tonight.

Hand on heart, which rugby pleased you more -the quality fare
served up in Dewsbury’s championship-winning era -and acertain Steve
should know all about that -or the rugby the present side will display for us'
tonight at atime when “the product has never been better”?

Quality entertainment is amust in any serious, structured attempt to bring
back the missing fans, but other factors can be addressed as well and the
timing of the season in the calendar is one of them.

Bob McDermott’s plan has considerable merit and as acompromise
between winter and summer -ahalf-way house if you like -Iwould give it my
suppor t wi th cer ta in reservat ions.

It’s success will hinge, almost totally, on decent weather in January and
February, but it is impossible to squeeze afull and uninterrupted season into
any 12 month period while omitting January and February as well as, in view
of falling summer gates, June, July and August.

Le me put this to you. The traditional winter season took in September,
October, November, December, January, February, March and April.

Next season, if Bob's plan were to be adopted, we would play in January,
February, March, April, May, June, July and spill over into August.

To add to the winter-summer debate we would be tempted to compare
attendances in January, February and March with those, say, in May, June ani
Ju ly.

But what about September, October, November ar
c e m b e r ?The Finest̂ ^H

I n L u x u r y
C o a c h T r a v e l '

Months tha t a re common to bo th the t rad i t io i
L w i n t e r s e a s o n a n d t h e s o - c a l l e d “ s u m m e r ” s e a

are January, February, March and April.
The d i f f e rences a re i n t he mon ths ofl^ '

S e p t e m b e r , O c t o b e r , N o v e m b e r a n d D e c e m b e r
(winter) and May, June, July and August (summer), j

In view of current attendances Ithink manyl
followers of the game would now lean to the autumn |

months as the better option.
The McDermott plan has alot going for it, so "

ng as we don’t overlook the claims of the season of ;
ts and mellow fruitfulness in our haste to compare ’
n t e r w i t h m i d - s u m m e r .

/

T h e T r a v e l C e n t r e ,
C o b d e n S t r e e t ,

C h a d d e r t o n ,
O l d h a m O L 9 9 L E

|\ Tel: 0161 633 3870
BX^Fax: 0161 345 9347
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there’s ‘mortar’ us than meets the eye...

Geany Developments Ltd
General Building Contractors

N e w W i l l o w M i l l

Bell Street, Oldham OL1 SPY
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M I C K C O A T E S

G a m e O n
WELCOME to Dewsbury.

Well the Infamous game eventual ly gets

played. Ican’t believe all the wrangling that's
gone on, about one game. Anyway It had to
be played and whether one team likes it or

not it’s tonight.
Mixed feelings writing these notes, the

taste of Featherstones 61-6 hammering
s t i l l f r e s h i n m y m i n d m a k e s m e
d i s a p p o i n t e d , b u t h a v i n g j u s t b e e n t o

wa tch t he U .21s bea t Ke igh l ey a t t he i r
ground makes me feel alittle better.

Neil Kelly’s team on the other hand
is up at the right end of the table with his
team continuing where it left off last
s e a s o n .

%
■ H

T h e l a s t m o n t h , i n g e n e r a l w e
h a v e s e e n t h e t e a m t u r n i n s o m e

resul ts that in ear ly season were

eluding us and I’m convinced that
with aplayer or two, maybe aJosh
Bostock, we would have turned
them into victories, anyway that

has gone and we must continue
t o l o o k f o r w a r d .

The club doesn’t infer any
smugness when commenting
t h a t s o m e o f t h e c l u b s i n o u r

i i i j

/j /!

division and in Super League :i
a r e fi n a n c i a l l y o n t h e i r .
b a c k s i d e s , b u t , i t c a n a l w a y s b e ,

said they told you so!
Enjoy the game. ! r ’

M i c k H

Scoi£3®Cl: W6iiid]aD^J7S5
l i M O e dP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH
Te l . 0161 624 5962 !Fax 0161 627 5094



F R O M

The Ed i to r
IT WAS pure coincidence that both Roger
Ha ls tead and myse l f w ro te abou t the
standard of play in Rugby League at the
current time in last Sunday’s programme for
the visit of Hull K.R. These views, together
w i t h t h e p r o p o s a l fl o a t e d , i f n o t y e t
discussed in depth, by Dewsbury and the
A s s o c i a t i o n o f F i r s t D i v i s i o n C l u b s ’ C h a i r m a n
B o b M c D e r m o t t r e fl e c t t h e c u r r e n t c o n c e r n

wi th the leve l o f a t tendances and apparent
interest in the game. Of course this is
nothing new, as areading of the ‘Twas Ever
Thus’ feature in tonight’s programme will
prove, although when you consider that Bert
Summersca les , O ldham ’s l ong -se rv i ng
Secretary in the 1950’s, was disappointed
with an 11,000 plus at tendance for the vis i t
o f Wigan, you can apprec ia ted how far we
have fallen from grace.

Whilst we need not yet get too alarmist,
the worrying trend is that today’s spectators
are so fickle that they will only associate
t h e m s e l v e s w i t h s u c c e s s . S o L e e d s a n d

Bradford can pull big attendances to their
games -and to alesser extent Hul l K.R. and
Leigh in the N.F.P.L. -while everyone else
struggles. I t has long been amatter of
personal annoyance and frustration that boys
in Oldham were sporting Wigan jerseys. Now
the next generation appear in Rhinos’ and
B u l l s ’ s h i r t s . N o w o n d e r t h e l e t t e r w r i t e r s o n

Oldham Athletic affairs in the local press
tear their hair out at the proliferation of
Manchester United ‘replica men’. Maybe the
so-called reds fans might like to reflect that
three years ago you could hardly walk round
town without encountering ablack and white
Newcastle Magpie shirt, most of whose
w e a r e r s c o u l d n o t h a v e f o u n d N e w c a s t l e o n

any map nor had ever been within ahundred
m i l e s o f S t . J a m e s P a r k .

Unfortunately, we now have several
g e n e r a t i o n s o f s p o r t s ‘ f a n s ’ w h o c a n n o t

to le ra te fa i l u re . They do no t know how to
lose with dignity and, not having experienced
dismay, dejection and disappointment will
never know the ful l pleasure of the success
o f the i r l oca l t eam when i t fina l l y a r r i ves .
Af ter a l l what goes round, comes round as
W i g a n f o l l o w e r s a r e o n t h e v e r g e o f
discovering.

T h e r e a r e n o e a s y s o l u t i o n s t o t h i s
p rob lem o f t hose who wou ld bask i n
reflected glory, for their whole psyche has
been warped. But they might care to ponder
this: i f only the successful can draw crowds
sufficient to sustain the financial well-being
o f t h e c l u b s w h o w i l l t h e r e b e l e f t f o r t h e m t o

play when the rest have gone to the wall?

t h e c i f fi c l g l
h^U sdhpMet

t o t h e
ht iapy LeOBUe

at l th M t y

T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e
T H EYour Local Family Credit Company wishes

Oldham RLFC every success in 1999
H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n

M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham !Tel 0161 624 9908

U L i L i
F o u n d e d 1 9 1 4

\family finance \family finance
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Lees Village
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T’wfls Ever Thus
MUCH has been said....regarding the teievising of
the First Test Match at Headingley and the effect
on attendances at League matches on the same
d a y. . . .

adhere to amajor i ty vote however much i t may go
a g a i n s t i t s o w n ( s i c ) i d e a s . T h e e x p a n s e o f t h e
Rugby League does not demand or toierate a
section ruiing the majority, this wouid be fatai.
“Advance, Rugby League,” shouid be the motto.
United we stand and can fight abattie, but divided
wouid be fata i and aretrograde step.

(Oldham programme vRochdale Hornets
24 th June , 1953 )

S i n c e t h e c o m m e n c e m e n t o f t h e

season....they (attendances) are definiteiy up to
standard in comparison to the day when the Test
Match was p iayed (when a t tendances were
down)....We consider we have agreat game in
R.L., but is it attracting the crowds? Are individuai
ciubs putting the goods over and giving vaiue for
money?....Teievision or no teievision peopie wiii go
to see the reai thing and get the reai atmosphere,
provided aiways that the game is piayed as it was
intended to be. it is up to Ciub Directors to remedy
m a t t e r s , t h e s o i u t i o n t o g o o d a t t e n d a n c e s i s i n
the i r hands -good managemen t .

(Oldham programme vWarrington
25th October, 1952)

This chopping and changing of rules does our
game no good, to make the ruies fit the piayers
is aretrograde step, it is up to the piayers to
piay the game according to the rules. The referee
i s t he re t o see t ha t t hey a re ca r r i ed ou t , and i f
any player persists in transgressing the rules the
referee has only one option -dismiss the player
f rom the fie ld, as being incompetent of not
knowing how to play the game he is in.

( O l d h a m p r o g r a m m e v H u n s l e t
3 r d S e p t e m b e r , 1 9 5 5 )R e f e r r i n g t o G . B . v A u s t r a l i a 1 3 t h D e c e m b e r ,

1 9 5 2

There is nothing wrong with our game if played
according to the book, and is adirect answer to
legislators and rule interfering representatives of
Clubs who are always condemning our game...

....if you play for the first team of aClub you
s h o u l d n o t b e t o l d h o w t o p l a y t h e g a m e : y o u
s h o u l d h a v e a r r i v e d .

(Oldham programme vWakefield Trinity
1 5 t h S e p t e m b e r, 1 9 5 6 )

Aspor t tha t so eas i l y degenera tes in to
p e r s o n a l v i o l e n c e c a l l s f o r a m e r c i l e s s
punishment that will banish from the game those
who canno t keep the i r t empers w i th i n reasonab le
limits. Ibelieve that ahigh code of conduct in
sport reacts upon behaviour generally, and that
t h e l e s s o n s o f t h e p l a y i n g fi e i d a r e a s e s s e n t i a l
and impor tan t as pa r t o f ou r educa t i on . I t
t e a c h e s u s h o w t o k e e p o u r p a s s i o n s w i t h i n
limits, how to take good fortune gracefuily and
b e a r d e f e a t w i t h o u t r e s e n t m e n t - i n a w o r d - h o w

to be civi l ised beings. It is for this reason that we
should fight against any iowering of our standard
of sportsmanship, whether amongst the players
o r t h e o n l o o k e r s .

The Northern Rugby Football League opinion of
t h e s u g g e s t i o n p u t f o r w a r d f o r t h e
Standardisation of Piayers’ Wages. They suggest
that aflat rate payment shall be compulsory....It
shall (also) be permissible for aclub to distribute
bonus to the piayers.. . .such bonus shal l not
exceed 20% of the gross gate receipts....

(Oldham programme vSt. Helens
8 t h D e c e m b e r , 1 9 5 6 )

(Oldham programme vWigan
2 7 t h D e c e m b e r , 1 9 5 2 )

A n u g l y r u m o u r h a s b e e n p e r s i s t e n t o f a
breakaway from the Rugby League of eight premier
clubs, owing we presume to being dissatisfied with
t h e s t r u c t u r e o f t h e R u g b y L e a g u e - o r i n o t h e r
words possibly -of not getting their own way. I
would point out that this club is not aparticipant in
this unconstitutional way of conducting its affairs
and would refuse to join any insurgent move
against any constitutional authority. All clubs are
part and parcel of the Rugby League and must

R a c i s m i n R u g b y

R u g b y L e a g u e i s a g a m e t o b e e n j o y e d b y t h e w h o l e
C O M M U N I T Y A N D R A C I S M H A S N O PA RT TO P L AY I N O U R S P O RT.

R a c i s t l a n g u a g e o r b e h a v i o u r w i l l n o t b e t o l e r a t e d i n

T H I S C l u b a n d a n y m e m b e r o r s p e c t a t o r e n g a g i n g i n

s u c h c o n d u c t w i l l f a c e T H E S E V E R E S T P E N A LT I E S AV I I L A B L E .

W e m u s t a l l t a c k l e r a c i s m a n d e n s u r e t h a t r u g b y
L E A G U E I S A G A M E F O R A L L .

T o t a l F i t n e s s
Cromford Street, Oldham Tel 0161 633 5653

Wish every success in 1999 to the Roughyeds

11



J O H N P I E L D H O U S E ■O L D H A M ,

TWO DECADES
F O R E W O R D

COUNTY and international player John Fieldhouse joined Oldham as pack leader to Tony Barrow’s
promotion chasing squad of 1989. Whilst at his previous club St Helens he had been troubled by
injury to particularly his wrist and knees but overcame his problems to appear in sixty-one of
Oldham’s next sixty-six matches. John was both player and player coach during his time at
Watersheddings and after twenty-two years as aplayer the Rugby League has granted him a
benefit which will last just three months July, August and September of this summer (John did
not receive the normal benefit after ten years).

There will be aSportsmans Dinner held in his honour at St. Annes Rugby Club on Friday
27th of August. Details are available from the St. Annes Club on 0161 678 8660 or direct from
John on 01925 816968 . There i s a l so aSpor ts Fo rum p lanned fo r the C lay ton Arms fo r
Wednesday 18th August that will be sponsored by GMR and will include amongst the guests
Paul Sculthorpe and lestyn Harris. Details will appear in the press asap.

Thanks for your support.
B r i a n W a l k e r

G R E A T B R I T A I N T E A M v N E W Z E A L A N D ; 2 n d N o v e m b e r 1 9 8 5

Back Row (L to R): Chris Arkwright, Toniy Myler, Ian Potter, Mick Burke, Andy Goodway, Lee Crooks, David Watkinson
Centre Row: Phil Larder (Asst. Coach), Kevin Beardmore, Des Drummond, Ellery Haniey, John Fieldhouse, David Huime,

Mike Stabler (Physio)
Front Row: Bob Beardmore. Deryck Fox, Les Bettinson (Manager), Harry Pinner (Captain), Maurice Bamford (Coach),

Joe Lydon, Gary Schofield.

PA C K A G I N G L I M I T E D
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS



L A N C A S H I R E & G R E A T B R I T A I N

ON THE ROAi
AFTER twen ty - two yea rs i t i s now t ime to
bring down the curtain on the piaying part of
my ieague career. Acareer that has seen iots
of good times but with the sufferance of
some bad injuries. Two years ago in my fifth
s e a s o n a t F i a i i f a x i b r o k e m y J a w p l a y i n g
a g a i n s t S t . H e i e n s b u t d e s p i t e m e d i c a l
adv i ce and no t one t o g i ve up ( i have t o
admit coupied with missing the fray) resumed
piaying. Flowever suffering abad spinai injury
ihave now decided at iast to caii it aday but
wiii stiii carry on with my duties as assistant
coach at Warrington,

it is the end to apiaying career that was
spawned in 1977 when as afif teen year o id
playing for Wigan Under 16's was spotted by
Alex Murphy who kept tabs on my progress
and at midnight on the 28th of June 1979
signed me for Warrington.

I s t a y e d a t t h e W i r e s f o r s i x s e a s o n s
enjoying gaining representative honours for
L a n c a s h i r e a n d G r e a t B r i t a i n U n d e r 2 4 ’ s .

My second ciub was Widnes who iJoined
in astraight swap for my great mate Andy
Gregory. Th is gave me the s tage i requ i red
f rom wh ich to ga in fu i l in te rna t iona i s ta tus
winning ‘The Man of the Series’ award
against the ‘85 touring New Zealanders and
also playing in two of the test matches in the
A u s t r a l i a n s e r i e s ( T h e U n b e a t a b l e s ) t h e
following year.

A f t e r t h e A u s t r a l i a n s e r i e s S t . H e l e n s

m o v e d i n f o r m e . M u r p h y w a s n o w t h e i r
coach and he led us out at Wembley in both
‘ 8 6 a n d ‘ 8 9 . I n t h e s u m m e r o f ‘ 8 9 a f t e r

being out for six months with awrist injury
and having also recovered from aseries of
k n e e i n j u r i e s , I w a s a p p r o a c h e d b y To n y
B a r r o w t h e n e w O l d h a m c o a c h . To n y w a s
looking for apack leader for his new squad
at ‘Sheddings and believe me Iwas his man!

W e w e r e i n t h e s e c o n d d i v i s i o n b u t s o m e

forty games later had not Just won promotion
b u t h a d w o n t h e s e c o n d d i v i s i o n

championship by beating Hull KR in that
exciting Old Trafford final. The reception the
t e a m r e c e i v e d o n i t s r e t u r n t o

Watersheddings brought more than one tear
to my eye and without argument was the
most memorable moment of my career (and
there were afew!)

Nothing is forever and next season after
narrowly losing key first division games Tony
B a r r o w ’ s p o s i t i o n w a s u n d e r p r e s s u r e . I n
January 1991 Tony left the club and, after
first consult ing Tony and talking to key
players, Iaccepted the club’s proposals to
take over as p layer coach a lbe i t in a
c a r e t a k e r c a p a c i t y . W e w o n e i g h t o u t o f
thirteen league games and reached the semi
final of the Challenge Cup against World Club
Champions Wigan. Despite the late success
and substantially raising the team spirit level
w e fi n i s h e d t w e l f t h o u t o f f o u r t e e n a n d w e r e

relegated. Avisit from the club Chairman
informed me of Peter Tunks’ appointment. A
disappointment. You can’t be coach one day
and player next and anyway Peter Tunks had
h i s o w n i d e a s , s o d e s p i t e t h e s u p e r b
relat ionship with the Oldham spectators I left
t h e c l u b .

A f t e r O l d h a m I s p e n t fi v e s e a s o n s a t
T h r u m H a l l a n d a l s o p l a y e d f o r t h e n o w
defunc t Sou th Wales , Wh i tehaven, asecond
stint at Widnes before finally moving back to
Wi ldespoo l .

Along stint, but Inow look forward to
coaching. Not anew challenge! Good luck to
t h e O l d h a m c l u b a n d t h a n k s t o t h e

s u p p o r t e r s f o r t h o s e t w o v e r y h a p p y
s e a s o n s .

J o h n F i e l d h o u s e

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y
G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

i33S!i 0161-284 9000



T O W N T O N I G H T

D E W S B U R Y
DEWSBURY RAMS come to Spo t l and
tonight holding atop five piay-off spot and
h a v i n g q u a l i fi e d f o r t h e p l a y - o f f l a s t
season. Ably coached by Neil Kelly, now in
h i s f o u r t h s e a s o n a t t h e R a m s a n d a l s o

the c lub ’s Ch ie f Execut ive , the Rams have
l o s t fi v e a n d d r a w n o n e o f t h i s s e a s o n ’ s

fi x t u r e s b e f o r e l a s t S u n d a y ’s v i s i t o f
Lancashire Lynx. These facts give some
indication of the magnitude of Oldham’s
achievement in knocking out the Rams
from this year’s Silk Cut Challenge Cup. At
home Dewsbury have lost to Rochdale and
Widnes, while on their travels they have
succumbed to Lancashire Lynx, somewhat
surprisingly, to Leigh and to Widnes. The
d r a w w a s a a c r e d i t a b l e 2 4 - 2 4 r e s u l t a t
F e a t h e r s t o n e .

The squad features Nathan Graham at
fu l l back , now in h is second spe l l a t
Dewsbury af ter appear ing for Bradford
Bulls in aWembley Final.

Wingman Alex Godfrey signed in the
close season from York Wasps. Fie is a
former Academy player with Flull Sharks.
L o c a l l a d G a v i n W o o d c o u l d b e o n t h e

opposite wing having graduated through
the Academy team.

At centre classy Australian Brendan
W i l l i a m s , e x S o u t h Q u e e n s l a n d a n d
F l u n t e r M a r i n e r , w i l l p o s e p l e n t y o f
p r o b l e m s t o g e t h e r w i t h f e l l o w A u s s i e
Brendan O ’Meara who has jo ined the
club in mid season from South Sydney.

Flalf backs Richard Agar and Barry
E a t o n f o r m a c l e v e r a n d p u n i s h i n g
partnership. Both are now in their fifth
season with the Rams. Free-scoring Eaton
signed from Wakefield, while astute kicker
Agar has appeared with both Rochdale and
F e a t h e r s t o n e .

I n t h e f r o n t r o w w e l l t r a v e l l e d .

powerful prop Alan Boothroyd will put all
his experience with Bradford, Flalifax and
Fluddersfield to good use. Fellow prop is
S i m o n H i c k s , a p r o d u c t o f S t a n l e y
R a n g e r s a n d a n e x - Wa k e fi e l d Tr i n i t y
regular. Between these two will be lively
h o o k e r P a u l D e l a n e y w h o s t a r t e d a t
Dewsbury Moor, s igned for Leeds and
r e t u r n e d t o h i s h o m e t o w n c l u b i n 1 9 9 1 .

The second row is likely to comprise
youngster Andrew Spink, ex Thornhill and
Yorkshire Academy and aBARLA under 18
tourist in 1997, together with Adrian Flynn
w h o h a s s e e n s e r v i c e a t L e e d s ,
Castleford, Keighley and Wakefield.

A t l o o s e - f o r w a r d w e l o o k f o r w a r d t o

the return of the talented, if erratic, Danny
Wood who made such agood impression
on Oldham spectators during his spell on
l o a n h e r e e a r l i e r i n t h e s e a s o n . W e l c o m e

back, Danny.
Other p laye rs i n the Rams squad

include hard-running, veteran forward Paul
Medley aGreat Britain international who
has graced the ranks of Leeds, Flalifax and
Bradford, terrorising defences along the
way and providing pleasure for the fans
with his scything breaks. Back rower Mark
Ha igh i s a l oca l l ad now i n h i s t en th
season wi th Dewsbury, Damian Bal l a
u t i l i t y s igned f rom York Wasps , wh i le
Matthew Long is aforward from Thornhill
who returned to Dewsbury via Flull Sharks.
Shayne Williams has seven years service
after signing from Dewsbury Celtic and
Leon Wil l iamson, the club’s leading try
scorer in 1997, returned home after spells
at Doncaster and FHunslet. Also likely to
feature today are versatile forward Gareth
C o c h r a n e a n d b a c k - r o w e r D a r r e n

Ballentyne.

C A P ESEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD OLDHAM I N D U S T R I A L S E R V I C E S

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co. Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 1 0 0 6

G o o d L u c k O l d h a m R L F CTe l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C
throughout 1999 Lit t lebank Street , Oldham 0L4 1JA
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HARLEQUINS
C a b a r e t B a r

w
Playa de las Americas !Tenerife

Top Cabare t Ac ts ❖L ive Sky Spor ts

❖E n g l i s h H o r s e R a c i n g ❖

Billy Kershaw, Phyllis Lr their son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RIFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
P v k a u b

If you choose Tenerife for your
holidays, cail in at the Harlequins
f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,
Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard
Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin

Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe

Santiago III
C a b a r e t

B a r
M e d i t e r r a n e a n

F U L LY A I R C O N D I T I O N

OPEN TILL UTE
Seven days aweek

!B 79 54 60

I I N S

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PIAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0

r i5j



^ P i l g r i m
I I S I T E R I M A T I O I M A L

L o c a l l y
P o ^

E N G
P i l g r i m ]
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DON YATES

Dawn Memory Lane
D o n l o o k s b a c k t o a m a t c h f r o m y e s t e r y e a r

T H I S e v e n i n g ' s r e ¬
arranged fixture sees the
hard work ing Dewsbury
outfit visiting Spotland in

f o r t h e m ,
v i t a l

S i n c e
l o s i n g h e r e i n t h e
C h a l l e n g e C u p l a s t
February, the Rams have
e n j o y e d a s u c c e s s f u l
l e a g u e c a m p a i g n a n d
look capable of qualifying
for the Premiership play¬
o f f s .

Should Dewsbury reach the play offs, their
fol lowers wi l l look back 26 years to season
1 9 7 2 - 7 3 w h e n t h e C r o w n F l a t t s i d e l i f t e d t h e
League Championsh ip w i th asuperb p lay-o ff
campaign after ending the league season down
in eighth position.

There was asingle division in 1972-73 with
each club playing 34 fixtures. Dewsbury won 23
of those matches including an 18-14 victory over
Warrington, who ended the season in top spot,
and a league doub le ove r W igan who were
b e a t e n 9 - 7 a t C r a v e n P a r k a n d t h e n 2 4 - 1 5 o v e r
at Crown Flatt. The most disappointing result of
the season came in the Yorkshire Cup Final
w h e n J o h n H o l m e s c r o s s e d f o r a h a t t r i c k o f t r i e s
as Leeds demolished Dewsbury 36-9.

The Championship play off involved the top
16 c lubs . Dewsbury ’s p rogress to the fina l
started with acomfortable 29-14 home victory
over Oldham. Hooker Mick Stephenson scored
t w o t r i e s i n t h a t m a t c h a n d c e n t r e N i g e l
Stephenson atry and seven goals. Next up,
Dewsbury t r ave l l ed t o second i n t he t ab le
Featherstone Rovers where Nigel Stephenson
repeated his try and seven goals feat and Mick
Stephenson was again atry scorer. Reward for
that 26-7 victory at Post Office Road was atrip
t o t o p - o f - t h e - t a b l e Wa r r i n g t o n a n d a n o t h e r
magnificent performance which culminated in a
m e m o r a b l e 1 7 - 7 w i n .

The final gave Dewsbury an opportunity to
avenge their Yorkshire Cup Final defeat with

Leeds providing the opposition, again at Odsal.
the line up for that final was as follows:
Dewsbury; Adr ian Rushcroft ; Gregg Ashcroft ,
John Clark, Nigel Stephenson, Terry Day; Alan
A g a r , A l a n B a t e s ; H a r r y B e v e r l e y , M i c k
Stephenson, Trevor Lowe, 'Jeff Grayshon, John
Bates &Joe Whittington.
Substitutes; Steve Lee &Bryan Taylor.
Leeds; John Holmes; Alan Smith, Syd Hynes, Les
D y l , J o h n A t k i n s o n ; A l a n H a r d i s t y, K e i t h
Hepworth; Terry Clawson, Tony Fisher, Geoff
Clarkson, Phil Cookson, Graham Eccles &Bob
Haigh.
Substitutes: John Langley &David Ward.

Dewsbury ’s per fo rmance tha t a f te rnoon
w a s v i r t u a l l y fl a w l e s s . T h e p a c k t a c k l e d
ferociously and drove forward with conviction.
Hooker Mick Stephenson distr ibuted the bal l
intell igently to set up play for atalented back
d iv i s ion we l l l ed by the f ree scor ing N ige l
Stephenson. Leeds opened the scoring with a
Clawson penalty but within acouple of minutes
Mick Stephenson had set the pattern with atry
under the posts. Nigel Stephenson converted
and soon added adropped goal. Dewsbury held
t h a t 7 - 2 l e a d u n t i l t h e 2 5 t h m i n u t e w h e n
disaster struck Leeds. Skipper Alan Hardisty was
sent off for ahigh tackle on John Bates. It is
d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r L e e d s w o u l d h a v e w o n w i t h a
full complement of players but without Hardisty
their task was well nigh impossible. By half-time
Dewsbury’s lead had stretched to 12-4 and,
e a r l y i n t h e s e c o n d - h a l f w h e n j u s t a b o u t
e v e r y o n e e x p e c t e d a d e t e r m i n e d L e e d s
onslaught, up popped Mick Stephenson again to
score the killer try which pushed Dewsburyl7-4
i n f r o n t . T h e fi n a l s c o r e r e a d 2 2 - 1 3 w i t h M i c k
Stephenson qu i te r ight ly c la iming the Harry
S u n d e r l a n d Tr o p h y a s M a n o f t h e M a t c h .
Unfortunately, that match proved to be the finale
for Mick Stephenson who moved on to Penrith in
Aus t ra l i a fo r aWor ld reco rd t rans fe r f ee . S teve i s
now back in Br i ta in as par t o f the Sky TV
commentary team. Perhaps, before too long, he
wi l l be lending h is v iews to aSuper League
match involving Dewsbury, the club with whom
he firs t rose to fame.

w h a t i s
a n o t h e r
c o n f r o n t a t i o n .

manu fac tu red hyd rau l i c equ ipmen t f o r t he
k v e r a n d A f a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

[ N E E R I N G T H E E U T U R E
[ n t e r n a t i o n a l L t d R i p p o n d e n R o a d O l d h a m U K O L l 4 S B

T E L : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 8 2 1 8 F A X : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 4 9 4 5
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All photographs by kind
permission of the Oldham
Evening Chronicle whose
co-operation we gratefully

acknowledge.

h® ©Idhaim C@ 5) proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.
For information or aprospectus about our full ancl part time courses starting this summer call us on
Freephone 0800 269 480.
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O L D H A M R L F C The Roughyeds

Player Sponsorship
E i M i k e P r e s c o t t

Hayneswood
Engineering Sales Ltd.

S t Johns M i l l

St John Street, Lees
0 1 6 1 6 2 0 5 3 3 7

■Craig Barker
HBlaineys High Class
™Baker &Confectioners
H73 Lees Road, Oldham

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 7 3 9 1

John Hough

Nancy &Gerald
Fitzgerald

m
J o s h B o s t o c k E m e r s o n J a c k m a n Brian Quinian

David Macauley
Chartered Surveyor

'Watersheddlngs', Long
House Lane, Poulten le Fylde

0 1 2 5 3 8 8 3 8 3 3

M o o r s i d e E l e c t r i c a l
C o n t r a c t o r s

0 7 9 7 0 7 2 8 5 0 1

A n n & A n i t a
B a t e s o n 4 *

D a n i e l B r o w n Afi Leu i l a

Levers Fish &Chip
R e s t a u r a n t

O l d h a m M a r k e t H a l l
0 1 6 1 6 3 3 0 0 7 4

P a u l R o u n d
I p e ' t t r !

Pennine Fencing &
Landscaping

0 1 7 0 6 6 5 9 7 0 3

A l e x L o r d
J

I

± .

G r a e m e S h a w
Oldham Joinery
M a n u f a c t u r e r s

Britannia Mill, Willow
„ j S t r e e t , O l d h a m

«e» 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 2 3 7

Leo Casey M i c k M a r t i n d a l e

D a v i d & M i c h a e l

Gough
G B a r l o w & S o n s L t d .

O l d h a m

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 3 0 1

J o e M c N i c h o l a s
Howard Houghton

Flooring Contractors Ltd.
5 7 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d

W a t e r h e a d
0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 1 4 2

Nathan Varley
J. W. Lees &Co Ltd

B r e w e r s
M i d d l e t o n J u n c t i o n

0 1 6 1 6 4 3 2 4 8 7

Jason Clegg

Alpha Photography
M i l n r o w

0 1 7 0 6 6 4 2 4 4 6

t

M
/V

A d r i a n M e a d
North Ainley &Co.

S o l i c i t o r s

34 Clegg Street,
O l d h a m

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 6 1 4

Gary Coulter R i c h a r d D a r k e s

tfl Roughyeds TimesChaddy Pratts
■■ « -

m

m P a u l C r o o k

J . W. Lees &Co L td
B r e w e r s

M i d d l e t o n J u n c t i o n
0 1 6 1 6 4 3 2 4 8 7

L a u r e n t M i n u t

Kwikprint Ltd.
Union Street,

O l d h a m
0 1 6 1 6 2 6 7 6 6 6

X J .

E m m a n u e l P e r a l t a
S u n s e t W i n d o w s L t d .

Waddington Street
O l d h a m

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2

M i c k C o a t e sM i c k F a r r e l l

J . W. Lees &Co L td
B r e w e r s

M i d d l e t o n J u n c t i o n
0 1 6 1 6 4 3 2 4 8 7

D r o n s fi e l d s M e r c e d e s

Delph
0 1 4 5 7 8 7 1 7 1 7

Graeme BradleyKevin Fitzpatrick
Target Finishing

S e r v i c e s L t d .

Bleasby Street, Oldham
0 1 6 1 6 2 6 7 4 3 6

M a r k P e r r e t t
Venda Va le t Se rv i ce

Nevi l le St reet Ind. Est .
C h a d d e r t o n

0 1 6 1 6 3 3 3 7 9 3

Stuart Cummings/
McVites Penguin

’ i *



The Incorrigible Iv1
THE other day Iwas looking through some very old local rugby magazines for background material for yet
another of my enlightening, entertaining and scintillating programme pieces and was spellbound indeed
agog with the adverts of the day. The origination was terrific! the punchlines superb! -Satchi and Satchi
eat your heart out! Ithink if Iupdated the punchlines they could bring in afew bob for the club. What do
you th ink? Thoughts d i rect to Chai rman p lease!

1You score every time with W E M B L E Y
A M A G I C N A M E I N T H E F O O T B A L L W O R L D

L E N A H O WA RT H
THE NOTED HIGH-CLASS FRUITERERS

34 HUDDERSFIELD ROAD, OLDHAM (
★aeantiness —CivUity &Service |

Old and New Customers Welcome /

i l - i

Lena’s home number available on request!

^̂ TAXI, up in acrack, MAIn 2252̂
Ta x i f o r L e n a !

A F T E R T H E M A T C H JUST AS POPULAR WITH EVERYBODY
WILSON’S BREWERY LTD. :: :: Newton Heath

T h e r e i s n o t h i n g
s o r e f r e s h i n g a s How to make an Oidhamer happy!!!!!

A H O T B A T H 1lOth Batt. The Manchester fiegiment.a n d t h e q u i c k e s t

w a y t o g e t i t
i s b y

Keep up the Old Traditions of your Local Territorial Reciment.

G A S M A R T M E N

A R E R E Q U I R E DS e e

G A S S H O W R O O M S A p p l y - D R I L L H A L L ,
J o i n N o w . RIFLE STREET, OLDHAE

A h o t b a t h w i t h L e n a ? Roger Halstead need not apply



Slateloose -Svecial
L

7 9i i K n o c k - O u tP r i c e s : WHETHER YOU PLAY RUGBY OR ONLY
WATCH IT, YOU MUST HAVE AGOOD
NIGHT'S REST, AND THIS IS GUARANTEED

IF YOU SLEEP ON

10/9

F o o t b a l l B o o t s12/9
1 4 / 9

Y o u t h s ’
f r o m a ? i d i m p r o v e y o u r g a m e

$|«tnber|y^
5 / n

/WM. TIMPSON LTD./ 91 &93 Yorkshire Street, Oldham
Dear Daniel

OBTAINABLE FROM ALL GOOD HOUSE FURNISHERS

Factories: Oldham -Birmingham -London -Portsmouth
Plymouth

F o r a l l S P O R T I N G G O O D S
>

W I L L S & C O .
1 2 3 , Y o r k s h i r e S t r e e t ,

6 1 , M a n c h e s t e r S t r e e t ,
O L D H A M .

2’rice.i Right.
Quality Right. What Latics do today the Roughyeds did 40 years ago.

T e l . N o s . 7 1 S & 2 5 7 5 .

A G r e a t R . e s t o r a t i ^ r e !2Second row forwards, acouple of half backs,
4 th reequar te rs and agoa l k i cke r p lease .

M E A X & M A L X W I N E
! W I N D O T T " B R A M D

H a i r - B o t t l e
Y O U S C O R E E V E R Y T I M E A T -

4 - ^ — B o t t l e

S C A N L A N ' S C o m p o s e d o f F I N E O L D D O U R O P O R T
W i r s l E , E X T R A C T O F M E A T , a n d

B A R L E Y M A L T

p r o d
A S p l e n d i d To n i c a n d R e v i v e r ,

b l e t o i n v a l i d s o r C o n v a l e s c e n t s .

Noted for High-Class

FISH &CHIPS, PEAS, PUDDINGS,
PIES &MINERALS—FRESH FISH DAILY

F a r s u p e r i o r t o a n y s i m l l t h e m a r k e t .

i n v a l

A G l a s s o r t w o d a l l y w i l l b u i l d u p a n d
r e j u v e n a t e t h e w e a k a n d a i l i n g a n d

h e l p t h e r o b u s t t o k e e p fi t .

S O L D F O R O V E R 3 0 Y E A R S A T A L LCleanliness—Service—Civility P r o p . : A . S C A N L A N

71 VULCAN STREET, DERKER Y A T E S S “ W I N E L O D C E S ”

Meat pie, sausage roll, come on Daniel give us agoal! Cleggy -have one on us!

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E !
Are You In the Roughyeds’ Great Weekly Lottery?

I f N o t . . . W h y N o t ? ! ?
The pr ize s tar ts at £500 and increases by £250 EVERY WEEK

t h a t i t i s n o t w o n !

O N E L U C K Y W I N N E R
R E C E N T L Y W O N

£ 4 5 0 0 ! ! !
F o r m o r e d e t a i l s o r f o r a n a p p l i c a t i o n f o r m p l e a s e p h o n e

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 a n d a s k f o r s c o t t

a

G e t

A S y n d i c a t e

T O G E T H E R A T W O R K . . .

A N D E A R N C O M M I S S I O N

V W H I L E Y O U p l a y ! ^

^ A l l ^
T h i s f o r o n l y

V£1 AWEEK y

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391



M I C H A E L T U R N E R

yFirst Time-Last Time
ALTHOUGH Dewsbury were present at the famous
meeting of clubs who broke away from the R.U. to
form the Northern Union in 1895, they decided not
t o t h r o w i n t h e i r l o t w i t h t h e r e b e l s a t t h a t t i m e .

The men from Crown Flatt eventually joined the
League in 1901-02 but it would not be unti l
February 17th 1906 that they played Oldham in a
s e n i o r fi x t u r e . T h e m a t c h w a s p l a y e d a t
Watersheddings and resulted in awin for the
R o u g h y e d s b y t h i r t e e n p o i n t s t o n i l . T h e p o i n t s
came from tries by George Tyson, Billy Dixon and
Harry Topham with two goals from Joe Ferguson.

The return match was played at Dewsbury on
April 28th 1906 when the Yorkshiremen gained
r e v e n g e i n a k e e n l y c o n t e s t e d e n c o u n t e r w i t h a
five po in t s t o f ou r v i c to ry ( two goa l s f rom
Ferguson). This was the last match of the 1905-06

season and as such, was the last 15-a-s ide game
played by the c lub, as the Nor thern Union
converted to 13-a-side for the next campaign.

H e r e t h e n i s t h e h i s t o r i c l a s t e v e r ‘ fi f t e e n ’ t o

represen t O ldham F.C.
R. L. Thomas; G. Tyson, S. Irvin, T. White, T. Cash;
W. Dixon, A. Lees; H. Ellis, J. Wilkinson, J. Wright,
J . F e r g u s o n , A . S m i t h , J . O w e n s , A . A v e r y, H .
To p h a m .

Prior to this seasons Challenge Cup tie, the
last meeting between the clubs was in the 1993
D i v i s i o n a l p l a y o f f . O l d h a m h a d a l r e a d y b e e n
promoted and were well fancied to go on to make
afourth appearance in the play off final at Old
Tra f fo rd . However, Dewsbury had o ther ideas and
they came to Watersheddings fired up for the
m a t c h w h i c h e n d e d i n a 1 4 - 1 4 d r a w . I n t r u t h t h e

Yorkshi re team were unlucky not
to win the game when af ter
scoring alast minute try, the
c o n v e r s i o n w a s m i s s e d f r o m a

reasonab le pos i t i on .
S o i t w a s a r e p l a y w h i c h

w a s p l a y e d a t B a t l e y ’ s M o u n t
Pleasant ground on April 18th
exactly 87 years on from that
l a s t 1 5 - a - s i d e m a t c h . O l d h a m

started wel l and looked l ike they
would run away with the match
a f t e r a c o u p l e o f e a r l y t r i e s b u t
Dewsbury fought back well and
ran ou t wor thy w inne rs by 20 -
18, the difference being down to
two drop goals from scrum half
P a u l S h u t t l e w o r t h . O l d h a m ’ s

points came from tries by Iva
R o p a t i , To m m y M a r t y n a n d
Roland Phillips with three goals
from Sean Tyrer.

Oldham team: S. Tyrer; S.
Ranson, D. Abram, I . Ropat i , G.
Christie; W. Gibson, T. Martyn;
M . S o l o m o n a , R . R u s s e l l , B .
M c D e r m o t t , I . S h e r r a t t , R .
P h i l l i p s , D . B r a d b u r y. S u b s : D .
Stepehenson, J . Graz iano.

Adrian Alexander dives over for atry. Action from the Oldham victory (24-2)
at Dewsbury in the first round of the Challenge Cup in February 1980.

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programme showing photographs of the ‘Roughyeds of Yesteryear’.
I f a n y o n e h a s a n y p h o t o s t h a t t h e y t h i n k w o u l d b e o f i n t e r e s t p l e a s e c o n t a c t

B r i a n W a l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l T u r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5

Contact Goodwin Best for aquali^ assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health &Safety Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

Cas t l e House ,Schofie ld S t ree t , O ldkam.OLS IQL
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5

C S o d ' O d w f n

B / E S T

G o o d j v i n

IOldham Chamber B B s T

r g j



O l d h a m R L F C ’ s

T h e S a t u r d a y
Y a n k e e !

K y n e s w o o d
Engineering
S a l e s
L t d .

N E E D S

f
Registered Office:
St. Johns Mill, 113, St. John Street,
Lees, Oldham, England. OL4 3DJ

Telephone:
0161-620 5337 0161-624 1605

W e n e e d h e l p w i t h o u r
L o t t e r y

!Could you collect in your area?
!Could you interest your

workmates in the Yankee?

H e l p U s - H e l p Y o u r s e l v e s
If you are interested
phone Scott on

0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 - 3 6 7 7

Fax:
0161-627 4367

Registered in England No. 2223541

Best Wishes to

Oldham Roughyeds o r

Write to him at the Club Ojfices

S a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r m IYeVe Cured

H e a d a c h e s f o r
THE RoughyedsS u p p l i e r s o f S p o r t s E q u i p m e n t ,

F o o t w e a r a n d C l o t h i n g f o r
A L L M a . i o r S p o r t s

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s t o
C l u b s a n d S c h o o l s

Phone or Fax for aQuotation

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f
S c h o o l U n i f o r m

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d
M a i l O r d e r S e r v i c e A v a i l a b l e

i Manu fac tu re rs

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre
fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

I P

❖

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e
9 3 C h e w V a l l e y R o a d , G r e e n fi e l d ,

Oldham, Lancashire. OL3 7JJ
P h o n e o r F a x ; 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

P la t t &H i l l

^PLATT&HILL.
FOAM AND FIBRE FILLINGS j

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

E a s y P a r k i n g ■V i s a ■M a s t e r c a r d ! S w i t c h
D e l t a ! S o l o ■A m e x Tel. 0161 621 4400 ■Fax: 0161 621 4408

[ 2 ^



O l d h a m
E v e n i n g
C h r o n i c l e :̂.v. -.ISsSSS®

For the best coverage#
o f a l l o c a n e w s a n d
sport.

Read Roger
Halstead’s news anci ^
v i e w s o n O l d h a m

Rugby every
Wednesday night.

Pumps y\
9

VR I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

A R C H I T R A V E S - S K I R T I H G - T & C

S A W N C A R C A S S I N G - R E A D I N G

P E R I O D n O U L D I N G S - G U T T E R

H A N D R A I L - H . D . F P R O F I L E S

W I N D O W M O U L D S - S C A N P L Y

B L O C K B A O R D - H A R D B O A R D

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA
Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

As appinved distributor for
many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, we
suppor t an ex tens ive s tock

range with guaranteed delivery
a n d u n r i v a l l e d t e c h n i c a l

e x p e r t i s e

A L L T H I S A N D A L O T M O R E A T

/ / /A
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250



D O N Y A T E S

On This Day
D o n r e c a l l s t h i s d a y i n r u g b y l e a g u e h i s t o r y

O L D H A M ’ S b r i e f
fl i r t a t i o n w i t h t h e

Super League did
n o t c o n t a i n t o o

m a n y s u c c e s s e s
b u t t h r e e y e a r s
a g o , o n S u n d a y
7th July 1996, the

Roughyeds recorded one of their best results
of that period. Oldham were at Headingley
that day facing aLeeds team which included
fo rmer Wate rhead and O ldham p rop Bar r i e
McDermott. The Loiners began wel l and led
1 2 - 0 a f t e r 1 5 m i n u t e s b u t O l d h a m h i t b a c k

and, with the game entering stoppage time,
t h e s c o r e w a s 2 6 - 2 2 i n L e e d s f a v o u r . T h e n

powerhouse prop Jason Temu crashed over
to equalise and Paul Topping’s conversion
g a v e t h e R o u g h y e d s a s e n s a t i o n a l 2 8 - 2 6
victory. Earlier second rower Matt Munro had
scored acouple of tries and so had stand-off
Francis Maloney. Maloney and Topping each
landed two goals. The only Oldham players
who appeared that day and who could be in
a c t i o n t h i s e v e n i n g a r e P a u l C r o o k a n d
Jimmy Cowans who were on the subst i tutes
bench three years ago.

On the same afternoon, Sunday 7th July
1 9 9 6 , D e w s b u r y w e r e i n a c t i o n a t t h e
B o u l e v a r d w h e r e t h e y m e t H u l l i n a F i r s t
D i v i s i o n m a t c h . T h e R a m s d i d n o t m e e t w i t h
t h e s a m e s u c c e s s a s O l d h a m a n d w e r e
b e a t e n 2 2 - 6 . S e c o n d - r o w e r G l e n n B e l l s c o r e d

the i r t r y to add to an ear l ie r pena l ty f rom
stand-off Barry Eaton.

W a y b a c k i n 1 9 2 0 , t h e B r i t i s h L i o n s
were making the i r th i rd tour o f Aust ra las ia .
I n c l u d e d i n t h e p a r t y w e r e E v a n D a v i e s ,
H e r m a n H i l t o n a n d A l f W o o d o f O l d h a m

together with Frank Gallagher of Dewsbury.
On Wednesday 7th July 1920 the tourists
m e t Ta m w o r t h w h o m t h e y d e f e a t e d 2 7 - 1 0 .

Alf Wood did not play in that match but
cen t re Evan Dav ies d id , scor ing two t r ies ,
w h i l s t s e c o n d - r o w e r H e r m a n H i l t o n a l s o

scored atry and so did loose-forward Frank
Gallagher.

The last Dewsbury players to tour ‘down
u n d e r ’ w i t h t h e B r i t i s h L i o n s w e r e t h e B a t e s
b r o t h e r s i n 1 9 7 4 . S e c o n d - r o w e r J o h n B a t e s

s u f f e r e d i n j u r y o n t h a t t o u r a n d w a s
unavai lab le on Sunday 7 th Ju ly 1974 when
the Lions met Monaro. However, Alan Bates
w a s a t s c r u m - h a l f a s t h e L i o n s w o n 3 4 - 7 w i t h

Roger Mil lward, playing on the wing, landing
five goals and scoring two of the eight British
tries. That match was staged at Queanbeyan
a n d a t t r a c t e d a c r e d i t a b l e a t t e n d a n c e o f

1 0 , 5 8 4 .

J U L Y

7

It was on th is day in 1995, Fr iday 7th
July, that Austral ia entertained New Zealand
at the Sydney Football Stadium. The Kiwis
played some except ional rugby that evening
a n d a f t e r 2 5 m i n u t e s t h e y l e d 1 0 - 4 .
However, by half time, the kangaroos had
e q u a l i s e d a n d t h e y w e n t o n t o w i n 2 0 - 1 0
with stand-off Brad Fittler (Penrith) proving to
be an inspirational skipper.

Twelve months later, on Sunday 7th July
1 9 9 6 , a n o t h e r A u s t r a l i a n i n t h e n e w s w a s
loose-forward Ian Russel l . That day Russel l
was signed by Paris St. Germain and later
that day he turned out for the Frenchmen in
a14-10 defeat up at Work ington. Russel l , a
Queens lander w i th cons iderab le exper ience
i n A u s t r a l i a h a d p r e v i o u s l y p l a y e d i n t h i s
country for Sheffield Eagles and he later had
aspell with the Oldham Bears.

Finally, it was on this day in 1899, Friday
7 t h J u l y, t h a t L i b e r a l c a n d i d a t e W i n s t o n
C h u r c h i l l w a s d e f e a t e d i n a b y e l e c t i o n a t
O l d h a m . I t w a s h i s fi r s t a t t e m p t t o e n t e r
politics. It at first you don’t succeed

Wherever you see this sign you can be assured
o f an e ffic ien t and p ro fess iona i app roach

to any p roper ty ma t te r
7/15 Union Street, Oldham, OL 1HA

Also at Chadderton, Middleton, Shaw, Uppermill, Heywood, Glossop, Mossley &Ashton-u-Lyne

RYDER (S?
D U T T O N

E S TAT E A G E N T S

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 5 2 1 2 3 4



R O U G H Y E D S

'fl Alliance Div OneIn

S U P P O RT E R S C L U B N O T E SE A l l i a n c e
IP First
m D i v i s i o n

F i x t u r e s

ON behal f of the Supporters Club
Committee we would like to invite you
the supporters to an open meeting
w i t h a d i f f e r e n c e .

IpT

Coach Graeme Bradley

Mar 16 Batley Bulldogs H
25 Leigh Centurions H
31 Hunslet Hawks H

April 8 Featherstone R. A
14 Dewsbury Rams H
24 West Cumbria A

28 Swinton Lions A

May 5 Keighiey Cougars H
13 Dewsbury Rams A
19 Swinton Lions H
29 Barrow B. R.

June 10 Rochdaie Hornets H
12 West Cumbria H

19 Batley Bulldogs A 18-36
23 Featherstone R. H 1 0 - 3 4

July 1 Keighley CougarsA 24-32
10 Barrow B. R. H
14 Hunslet Hawks A

21 Leigh Centurions A
31 Alliance Challenge Cup -1st Rnd

Aug 14 Alliance Challenge Cup - 2nd Rnd
18 Rochdale Hornets H

28 Alliance Challenge Cup - 3rd Rnd
Sept 11 Alliance Challenge Cup -Semi-Final

25 Alliance Challenge Cup -Final

6 - 4 0
2 6 - 1 4

2 9 - 2 9
4 - 3 9

C n W E D N E S D A Y 2 1 S T J U L Y w e

are holding an open meeting at Dr
Syntax pub starting at S.CCpm. Cn
the evening we shal l be having a
guest speaker, buffet, coffee and not
fo rge t t i ng the ba r where the fi rs t
d r i n k w i l l b e f r e e .

p

2 4 - 1 0
3 6 - 2 4

8 - 2 2
4 - 2 5

2 8 - 3 9
2 4 - 4 2

1 6 - 4 4

A

P

We hope that everyone wi l l be
able to attend, meet the committee
and voice your opinions.

But most of all enjoy yourselves
at the friendly event.

D a v i d

J U S T I N I - J U S T I N I - J U S T I N I
A N e w R a n g e O f P o l o s h i r t s + T S h i r t s

Av a i l a b l e F r o m T h e C l u b S h o p
A l l S i z e s , S u p e r C o l o u r s

S o P a y U s AV i s i t
6 4 , U n i o n S t r e e t , O l d h a m

F o r D e t a i l s T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

PERSONAL TYRE EXHAUST &GARAGE SERVICES
Beever Street, Oldham Tel 0161 624 2826 &0161 628 9949

Wish the Roughyeds well for 1999



t4 customr focmed service Po Phe waper MmPnj
M a n a g e m e n t & D i r e c t
W o r k S e r v i c e s

M e t e r S e r v i c e s
Water Meter Instal lat ion &Maintenance

Pre installation Surveys
Installation of Automatic Meter
Reading Systems
Diligence Testing New Ear th Wate r Se rv i ces L im i ted

■N e w E a r t h H o u s e " 1 5 9 H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d , O l d h a m . O L l 3 PA

N e t w o r k S e r v i c e s
Water Leak Detection &Repair
Water Supply Pipe Tracing
Civil Engineering Support

F o r m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n

Te l : 0161 678 6354 Fax :0161 628 5197
e - m a i l i n f o @ n e w e a r t h . c o . u k

7M P H
amember of the

I N T E X ISO 9002 M H i a U L
K X f s m m m

O f O R T i n U T l O f

Delivery Management
and Support Services

R E G l S T E f t E O C O M P A N Y

A t l a n t i c G r o u p P l c BSEN ISO 9002 Certificate No. 9562

A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business
& O L D H A M R . L . F . C .

i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems
c o n t a c t :

0 1 6 1 - 3 6 6 6 5 3 5

0 1 6 1 - 3 3 9 6 1 4 0
0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 2 5 5 0
0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

Hyde -Stephen Howard
A s h t o n - J o h n M i l l s
Oldham -David Savidge
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s

27
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S L U M B E R L A N D .
T H E B E S T S U P P O R T

A N Y B O D Y
C O U L D H A V E .
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J S l

Slmnbetiand
Slumberland Quality Group

For adeeper, sounder sleep



O L D H A M R L F C A L L I A N C E a n d U N D E R 2 1

Player Sponsorship 1

Back Row (I to r): Gary Coulter, Nathan Vartey, Jim Rogers, Adam Browne, Gary Keegan, Craig Barker,
Paul Round, Chris Coop, Adam Baker, Robert Ward, Mick Farrell, Daniel Wood

Front Row: Jason Brassington, Rhys Winston, Kevin Fitzpatrick, Michael Coates, Craig Milner
Jim Rogers -sponsored by

A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 2 5 0

Adam Browne -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 2 5 0

Gary Keegan -sponsored by
Saddlewor th Heat ing L imi ted

Stamford Road, Oldham
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 6 5 3 4 5 4

Chris Coop -sponsored by
A l l e n M i l l s H o w a r d & C o

Chartered Accountants, Oldham &Hyde
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 2 5 0

Adam Baker ■sponsored by
Harry Long (O/M) Ltd

Lower Victoria Street, Chadderton
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 9 1 7 5

Jason Brassington ■sponsored by
Gaske l l &Co. Es ta te Agen ts

148 Huddersfield Road, Oldham
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 0 1 4 2 7

Rhys Winston -sponsored by
The Supporters Club

David Lewis -sponsored by
P l a t t & H i l l F o a m & F i b r e F i l l i n g s

Belgrave Mill, FItton Hill Road, Oldham
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 1 4 4 0 0

Michael Coates -sponsored by
T h e S u p p o r t e r s C l u b

Warren Druggitt -sponsored by
T h e S u p p o r t e r s C l u b

Henry Broomhall -sponsored by
The Supporters Club

Craig Milner -sponsored by
M i c k H a r r o p

Domino Engineering

Andrew Livesey -sponsored by
National Westminster Bank plc, N. E. Manchester Business Centre,

10 Yorkshire St, Oldham. Contact Robert Dolan Area Sales Business Advisor
Tel: 0385 371395 Promoting Small Businesses in Oldham

NB: Some Players featured in the above team group are already sponsored in the group on p. 19.

Speedy H i re Cen t res (No r the rn ) L td .
O l d h a m D e p o t Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds throughout the 1999 Season



Match by Match Analysis 1999
IT O’ IT IT -O' © © ©6 8 12 1 3

I " I I “ I I I IJ A N U A R Y

1Rochdale H. (Law C) L10-48 2879
1 7 W i d n e s

24 Le igh

FEBRUARY

1 E C C L E S C C 3 r d R d W 2 6 - 7 1 7 6 4 M i n u t S G

L O - 3 0 1 0 1 8

Crook Casey

R o u n d

R o u n d

Hough

Hough

Hough

Clegg T S h a w Varley Marllndale

Quin lan 1G Mat l indale

Q u i n i a n G C o u l t e r T

C o u l t e r

C o u l t e r

L e u t l a T

P r e s c o t t

B a r k e r

P r e s c o t t

Fitzpatrick

A.N.Other T

R o u n d

A.N.Other

Fitzpatrick

M e a d Farrell G

Farrell

Quinlan

L e u i l a

L e u l l a

J a c k m a n M c N i c h o l a s

J a c k m a n M c N i c h o l a s

J a c k m a n M c N i c h o l a s

B a r k e r

B a r k e r

F a r r e l l

Clegg S h a wC r o o kL 6 - 1 2 2 5 0 0 M e a d I T

L12 -34 1000 A .N .Othe r C r o o k G Clegg S h a w

Clegg IT S h a w Coulter Jackman

Quinlan Jackman

Perrett Martindale

Perrett S h a w

Round

C o u l t e r

C o u l t e r

C o u l t e r

Peralta

P r e s c o t t

P r e s c o t t

P r e s c o t t

Prescott IT PerrettLeuila

L e u i l a

L e u i l a

L e u i l a

Bostock McNicholas

Bostock McNicholas

Bostock McNicholas

Bostock M c N i c h o l a s

Crook

C r o o k

J a c k m a n

J a c k m a n

B r o w n I T

B r o w n

Brown 1T1G

Brown 1G

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

Mead 2T

Casey Clegg S h a wM l n u t M e a d7Bat ley Bu l ldogs

15 DEWS. RCC 4th Rd W18-10 1620 Quinlan

Quinian
Casey Clegg 1T S h a wMinut 2G

M l n u t

M e a d I T

C r o o kCaseyM e a d2 8 C C S t h R d L 2 - 1 8 1 4 3 8

MARCH

1 2 B A R R O W B . R . W 2 4 - 2 0 11 2 3 M i n u t 2 G

1 7 H u I l K . R .

21 Hunstet Hawks L2-44 1533 M i n u t

28 WIDNES VIKINGS

APRIL

2Doncaster Dragons W27-12 878 M i n u t

5LEIGH CENTURIONS L20-26 2163

11 Bramley

25 YORK

Perrett Martindale

Quinian 1G Mar t inda le

Quinlan 1G Mar t inda le

Peralta Martindale

Coulter P r e s c o t t

P e r a l t a

P r e s c o t t

P r e s c o t t

Quinlan 2G

P e r r e t t

P e r r e t t

P e r r e t t

P e r a l t a

Prescott

S h a w

Q u i n l a n

Bostock 2T McNicholas J a c k m a n

Bostock 1T McNicholas C r o o k

Bostock McNicholas C r o o k

Jackman IT McNicholas 2T Wood 3G

Brown 2T

Brown 1G

B r o w n

Brown

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough

Hough

Hough

ShawMead L e u i l a

L e u i l a

L e u i l a

Leuila

Clegg S h a w C o u l t e rM e a dD 8 - 8 2 0 8 0 M i n u t

Clegg P e r a l t a J a c k m a nM e a d

FarrellClegg ShawL18-33 M i n u t M e a d

Clegg S h a w Prescott M a r t i n d a l e

Prescott Martindale

Presco t t Mar t inda le IT

Prescott Martindale

Varley

Varley

B a r k e r

Crooke

Lewis

Quinian

Varley

B a r k e r

C r o o kM e a d I T

Mead 2T

Farrell McNicholas IT Wood 1T3G1DG Brown IT

Farrell 1T McNicholas Wood4G B r o w n

Far re l l 1T McNicho las IT Crook

F a r r e l l M c N i c h o l a s W o o d I G B r o w n I T

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough 1T

Hough

Hough

Hough

J a c k m a n

J a c k m a n

J a c k m a n

J a c k m a n

C r o o k Peralta

P e r a l t a

Peralta

Clegg ShawM i n u t

L 1 8 - 2 4 5 0 0 M i n u t 3 G

L 1 4 - 4 3 1 1 2 5 M i n u t

Clegg S h a w R o u n d

Round

M e a d B r o w n

Clegg VarleyM e a d I T

M A Y

1 SILK CUT CC Final

3 Rochdale Hornets L18-29 1568 Minut

9 Keighley Cougars L28-32 1842 Minut

L24-31 1478 Minut

30 WHITEHAVEN W. L24-32 775 Minut

Clegg 1T Prescott M a r t i n d a l e I T

Q u i n l a n S i n fi e l d

V a r l e y S i n fi e l d

Va r l e y I T S i n fi e l d I T

Quinlan

C o a t e s

C o a t e s

Fitzpatrick

Varley

Varley

R o u n d

J a c k m a n

P r e s c o t t

Prescott

S i n fi e l d

P e r a l t a

Quinlan IT

B a r k e t

W o o d Farrell M c N i c h o l a s

Farrell IT McNicholas 2T

Farrell M c N i c h o l a s

Crook 5G B r o w n

Brown IT, 3G

Brown IT, 4G

B r o w n 4 G

Casey

Casey

Casey

Casey

Hough

Hough 1T

Hough

Hough

Mead

C r o o k R o u n dM e a d W o o d I G

J a c k m a n

F a r r e l l

Clegg IT

Clegg IT

R o u n d I T

Round IT

S h a wM e a d C r o o k2 3 S w i n l o n L i o n s

M e a d J a c k m a n M c N i c h o l a s C r o o k

J U N E

Coates

D a r k e s

Farrell

Coates 1G

Perrett

Hough

Jackman IT

Jackman IT

J a c k m a n

J a c k m a n

Peralta

Peralta

S i n fi e l d

P r e s c o t t

Farrell McNicholas Crook 2T

Farrell McNicholas Crook IT

Darkes IT McNicholas C r o o k

Darkes McNicholas IT C r o o k

Darkes McNicholas C r o o k

B r o w n 1 G

Brown 3G

Brown 5G

B r o w n 1 T 1 G

B r o w n

Clegg B a r k e r

Hough IT

Hough IT

Hough

Hough

R o u n d Varley

Varley

Varley

P e r a l l a

P e r a l t a

S h a w I T D a r k e s

B a r k e r

Barker

B a r k e r

B a r k e r

6 W o r k i n g t o n To w n W 2 2 - 1 7 11 4 8 M i n u t I T

9FEATHERSTONE

13 ROCHDALE

Mead L e u i l a I T

L e u i l a

Leuila

Leuila

Sinfield

Casey
Casey

Casey

Casey

Clegg

Clegg

Clegg

R o u n d ShawMeadLI 8-25 981 Minut

ShawRoundW 2 6 - 1 8 3 0 2 3 M i n u t I T

18 BATLEY BULLDOGS D20-20 1013 Far re l l

27 Fea the rs tone Rove rs L6 -61 1437 Fa r re l l 1T1G Mead

Round IT

R o u n d

S h a w I TM e a d

S h a w J a c k m a n

J U L Y

4 H U L L K . R .

7 D E W B U R Y R A M S

1 1 B a r r o w B . R .

18 HUNSLET HAWKS

25 Widnes Vikings

30 DONCASTER DRAGONS

A U G U S T

8Leigh Centur ions

13 BRAMLEY

2 2 L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X

2 9 Y o r k

H

H

A

H

A

H 7 . 4 5

A

H 7 . 4 5

H

A
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Oldham Council is proud to celebrate
the 150th Anniversary of the Borough's

municipal status in 1999.
The Council is committed to continuing the good work
of all its predecessors in serving the people of Oldham

and in driving the Borough's economic, social,
environmental, educational and recreational aspirations

in to the new Mi l lenn ium.

To invest in Oldham and take advantage of its central
locat ion and exce l len t communicat ions l inks

contact the Council's Economic Development Department now.

Telephone 0161 911 4547 Fax 0161 911 4512
email edd.jblair@oldham.gov.uk

web-site www.oldham.gov.uk, ^
L.: .. ....

■
OLDHAM DOOD
Metropolitan Borough O
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C o a c h ; M i c k C o a t e s

1Jimmy COWAN
2 A d r i a n M E A D
3 R i c h a r d D A R K E S
4 M i c k E A R R E L L

5Joe McNICHOLAS
6 P a u l C R O O K
7 D a n i e l B R O W N
8 L e o C A S E Y

9John HOUGH
10 Jason CLEGG
1 1 P a u l R O U N D
1 2 G r a e m e S H A W

13 Emerson JACKMAN
14 Ke i th BRENNAN

15 Criag BARKER

M a n o f t h e
M a t c h

Sponsor

Supersys
16 Emmanuel PERALTA
1 7 M i k e P R E S C O T T

- : A ,

T o d a y ' s O f fi c i a l s

Coaeh Neil Kelly
1 N a t h a n G R A H A M
2 A l e x G O D E R E Y

3Danny WOOD
4 B r e n d a n O ’ M E A R A
5 A d r i a n E L Y N N
6 R i c h a r d A G A R

7Barry EATON
8 A l a n B O O T H R O Y D
9 P a u l D E L A N E Y

1 0 S i m o n H I C K S
1 1 A n d r e w S P I N K
1 2 M a r k H A I G H

13 Greg PEARCE
1 4 D a m i a n B A L L 1 6 P a u l M E D L E Y
1 5 G a r e t h C O C H R A N E 1 7 M a t t h e w L O N G

m
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