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With Christopher Hamilton
MAY Itake this opportunity to wish everybody AHappy and
Prosperous New Year. The team certainiy got our new miiiennium
off to aflying start at Swinton last Sunday, when they recorded
what, to many people outside the club, was ashock victory.
Following on from the win against Rochdale in the first game of
the season the players have had some instant rewards for all the
pre-season work they have put in.

What has been particularly pleasing has been that, by and
large, you wouldn’t have thought that the majority of these
players were playing together for the first time. It is also obvious
that the players are playing for each other and that will prove to
be avital ingredient as the season rolls on. As far as the support
is concerned there is only one word to describe it so far -
magnificent! Against Rochdale we had our biggest crowd ever of
3796 and at Swinton the number of Oldham fans present made
the atmosphere l ike ahome game.

Several of the players commented after the game about the
support and although Ihave said this before Ihope that you realise that you do make adifference,
not only do you lift our players but you can also intimidate the opposition. Ihope you keep up your
support both in terms of numbers and volume and you can rest assured that the players will be
doing their utmost to make sure you get behind them. Another pleasing aspect about the Swinton
game was the professional debuts of Peter Ferris and Chris Naylor and it is atribute to them that
they both acquitted themselves well in what was atough game.

Today we welcome all our guests from Whitehaven for what is sure to be another tough game
on the back of agood win, and aclean sheet, against their local rivals, Workington, they are sure
to be fired up but with your help Iam sure the lads will give agood account of themselves and
hopefully keep up our 100% record.

Best wishes.

I

C h r i s H a m i l t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141
KiTMAN Neil Haughton

TIMEKEEPER John Barrett

CLUB DOCTOR Dr Phil Kershaw

CLUB DENTIST Neil Gibbison

STATISTICS John Blair, Eddie Barton
PROGRAMME EDITOR Geoff Cooke

JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS Debra Rafferty

CLUB HONOURS AJLaw Cup Winners 1998, 1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

VICE CHAIRMAN Melvyu Lord

DIRECTORS Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
COMMERCIAL MANAGER Scott Claber

CLUB SECRETARY Cynthia Butt

HEAD COACH Mike Ford

ASSISTANT COACH John Henderson

ALLIANCE COACH Haydn Walker

FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST Debbie CloUgh

ITHE views expressed in THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.
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F O R D F O C U S
W i t h M i k e F o r d

t e a m i s n o t a t i t s b e s t .

The players were undoubtedly lifted
by the fantastic vocal support against
both Rochdale and Swinton. Anoisy
crowd can be worth afew points start
at home and is undoubtedly agreat
help when playing away.

Against Swinton Ifelt we had made
progress f rom the Rochda le game,
con t ro l l i ng t he game be t t e r t o t he
degree tha t I t hough t t he sco re l i ne
fl a t t e r e d t h e L i o n s .

As for today’s visitors, we have no
i l l u s i o n s t h a t W h i t e h a v e n w i l l b e

anything other than avery tough test,
o u r h a r d e s t t e s t t o d a t e i n f a c t . K e v i n

Tamati is an outstanding coach and his
s ide ’s hammer ing o f Work ing ton i s
p roo f o f t he i r wo r th . A l t hough t he
Warriors lost at Barrow they played that
game without any of their overseas

players, so the side turning out today
will be at full strength.

Finally Iwould like to pay tribute to
t h e O l d h a m p l a y e r s f o r t h e i r
p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m . T h e w h o l e s q u a d
sacrificed alot over the festive period
a n d n o - o n e t o o k a d r i n k o v e r t h e N e w

Year. Iam sure you appreciate their
a t t i t u d e .

Get behind the team and enjoy the
game today.

AHAPPY and prosperous New Year to
everyone and ab ig we lcome to our
visitors today from Whitehaven.

Ihope you all enjoyed the holiday
period matches against Rochdale and
S w i n t o n . T h e c l o s e n e s s o f t h e s c o r e s

meant that both games provided good
value and great entertainment for the
spec ta to r s .

I f e l t t h a t t h e t e a m u n d e r - a c h i e v e d

against Rochdale, but there were alot
o f n e r v e s a n d a l o t o f t e n s i o n o n o u r

return to Boundary Park and we were
conscious of the high expectations of a
bumper crowd. At the same time alot of

credit must go to Hornets for the quality
of their football and their never-say-die
sp i r i t . I thought the Oldham players
s h o w e d a l o t o f c h a r a c t e r a n d i t i s

always pleasing to win even when the M i k e

C D



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
Suonlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold
D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and de l ivered

Unit El Brookside Business Park
Greengate
M i d d l e t o n

M a n c h e s t e r M 2 4 I G S
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Tel 0161 655 4041/3783
Fax 0161 655 4043

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

D E R E K A N T H O N Y
L I M I T E D

R E D D I S H
D E M O L I T I O N

L I M I T E D
Sheet Metal Fabricators/Welders

wou ld l i ke t o w i sh

Oldham RLFC Every Succes For 2000
Units 4/5 Whiteswan Ind Est
Derker St, Oldham OLl 3LY

Tel 0161 627 4200 Fax 0161 627 3616

A L B I O N H O U S E

UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON
O L D H A M

T e l 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 6 6 6 0
F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2P E R S O N A L T Y R E S &

E X H A U S T S O L D H A M
All types of demolition work undertaken

Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos
Removal Specialists

Beever Street, Oldham 0L1 STD
Tel: 0161- 624 2826 &0161- 628 9949

F a x : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 9 9 4 9
C l u t c h e s

1 B r a k e s

‘ Welding
jM.O.T. Repairs
' E x h a u s t s

P u n c t u r e R e p a i r s r
Wheel Balancing A;i
Tracking i \ t j
S h o c k e r s
Servicing

ft ' r .
P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D

S U P P O R T E R S O F
O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )

Wish the Roughyeds well for 2000

C D



D R O N S F I E L D S ryderS?
D U T T O N

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 ■871717
FA X : 0 1 4 5 7 - 8 7 1 9 4 0

E S T A T E A G E N T S

VA L U E R S A N D S U RV E Y E R S

Wherever you see
this sign you can

b e a s s u r e d
o f a n e f fi c i e n t a n d

professional
approach

to any property
m a t t e r

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL1HA

Te l . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes
Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S T
S

FISH &CHIP
RESTAURANT

r a y - ’

L a n s d o w n e Tr a d i n g
Serv ices Ltd.

B e s t W i s h e s
F l a t s ●C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

E x t e n d e r s
To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

E u r o p e

T O

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 - M a r k e t H a l l
O l d h a m

M o n - S a t 1 1 . 0 0 - 5 . 3 0 4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 -Fax 0161 628 7078
Mobile 0976 937181

0161 633 0074
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Xn y=i f
competitions oniy featuring NFP teams (i.e.
aseparate Chalienge Cup) so be it. Since
all Super League clubs will be franchise
operations from 2001 the chances of the
v a s t m a j o r i t y o f N F P s i d e s a p p l y i n g
successfully looks slight. The example of
Australia points up the obvious lesson that
in the eyes o f the new es tab l i shment
tradition counts for nothing. Therefore let
the APC motto be: SAUVE QUI PEUT!

ATTENDANCES at the holiday fixtures fully
Justified the decision of the NFP clubs to
begin their season in December. Despite
the weather -which was especially foul for
H u l l K R ’ s c l a s h w i t h F e a t h e r s t o n e o n

a l l t h e c l u b s r e c o r d e dBoxing Day
attendances which were almost certainly
higher than had the games been played
later in the year. Oldham of course achieved
a r e c o r d a t t e n d a n c e f o r t h e r e b o r n

Roughyeds and must now work hard to
retain as much of that support as possible.

Obviously there is along way to go
be fo re we can s ta r t c row ing abou t a
revitalised competition below Super League
and the current format, if continued will not
necessarily be the answer to our prayers,
fo r sooner o r l a te r the wea the r w i l l cause

t h e p o s t p o n e m e n t o f fi x t u r e s a n d
d i s r u p t i o n s t o t h e p r o g r a m m e . T h i s ,
however, is true of any time between the
start of December and the end of April, and
the advocates of ‘summer ’ rugby have
never been able to answer this problem
effectively because the so called ‘summer’
season has always begun in winter!

Martin Sadler in League Express again
touts the watching rugby ‘in at-shirt sipping
acoke” myth. Well, coming up to Super
L e a g u e V t h e n u m b e r o f t i m e s I h a v e
w a t c h e d m y r u g b y i n a t - s h i r t b a r e l y
reaches double figures, especially with the
vast number of evening kick-offs, when at
certain times of the year the temperature
plumetts between kick off and full time.
Especially after the treatment of Wakefield
and Hunslet It remains my view that the
A P C c l u b s h a v e a n a b s o l u t e d u t y t o
maximise their own potential. Since it is
plain that the Super League teams are
interested only in their own well being, the
18 NFP s ides must fo l low whatever course
o f a c t i o n b e s t s u i t s t h e i r o w n i n t e r e s t . I f
that means apermanently different season
t o S u p e r L e a g u e o r e v e n s e p a r a t e

❖ ❖ ❖

THEIR numbers might not be great, but I
really feel for the supporters of Bramley
and Gateshead. In the fi rs t ins tance i t has
been a25 year battle to keep going in the
shadow of the mighty Leeds, but Istill hold
the view that departing Bramley itself was
always going to be amistake. Good Luck to
those fighting to revive one of R.L’s famous
o l d n a m e s .

T h e G a t e s h e a d d e c i s i o n m e a n w h i l e i s

beyond belief. All the new followers
attracted to the game in the North East
have been betrayed. And the attempt to
brand the NFP as villains of the piece for
not accepting Hull FC as amember club is
disgraceful. The poignant letters penned by
Thunder suppo r te rs I n t he R .L . p ress
emphasise the potential of Super League in
non traditional areas yet, at the same time,
hint at the lack of trust to be placed in the
administration of the game. Ifear that for
the future the only way to expand the game
will be to encourage the mass deflection of
R.U. clubs to asuperior game. But then it
has long been my opinion that if we are
going to dangle financial carrots they
shou ld be dang led in the d i rec t ion o f
L e i c e s t e r , N o r t h a m p t o n , G l o u c e s t e r ,
Bristol, Bath, Saracens and Cardiff. Now
there’s something controversial for you to
c h e w o n !

G C
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OLDHAM have made an impressive start to
the new Northern Ford Premiership season
w i t h t h e d e f e a t o f R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s a t

Boundary Park and the win against Swinton
Lions at Gigg Lane, Bury on the second day
o f t h e n e w m i l l e n n i u m .

Hard work has started to pay off for
Mike Ford and his players, but the club’s
new team boss is too experienced and too
shrewd to get carried away by early season
wins with 26 NFP games still to go.

“We star t to focus on Whi tehaven NOW”
said Ford, within minutes of the Gigg Lane
game ending last Sunday and it wasn’t long
a f te rwa rds t ha t t he resu l t s f r om a round the

N F P c a m e t h r o u g h a n d w e s a w t h a t
W h i t e h a v e n h a d h a m m e r e d l o c a l r i v a l s
Workington Town 42-0 at the Recreation
G r o u n d .

Apparently, Tony Barrow
k n o c k e d o n t h e O l d h a m j
dressing room door to tell M
Ford that the kick off had ■
b e e n d e l a y e d f o r t e n v
m i n u t e s b e c a u s e t h e r e 1
were so many Oldham fans
s t i l l o u t s i d e t h e g r o u n d a n d
queuing to get in.

Amessage like that was agreat tonic
t o t h e O l d h a m t e a m w h i c h l e f t t h e t u n n e l

eventually and, to aman, turned to applaud
the 2,000 or so Oldham fans up in the main
s t a n d .

/ '

A n o t h e r w i n k e p t t h e c l u b ’s p u b l i c
relations wheel well oiled, to such an extent
that officials will be expecting another big
turn out of fans today for the first home
game of the new year, the new century and
t h e n e w M i l l e n n i u m .

At the Rochdale game, officials had to
open the upper tiers of the Seton Stand at
the Chadderton Road end of the ground
because all available seats in the George
H i l l s tand , t he paddock and the l ower
section of the Seton stand were filling up
rapidly as kick off approached.

At Gigg Lane six days later, officials
there had to act similarly by opening up the
popular s ide of the ground because the
main stand was close to capacity by the
t i m e t h e t e a m s t o o k t h e fi e l d .

A d v i c e t o t h e f a n s w h o d o n ’ t w a n t t o
queue, miss the kick off or struggle to find a
seat is to arrive in good time and soak up
the atmosphere.

W h a t a c o n t r a s t t o t h e e n d o f l a s t

s e a s o n w h e n o n l y 6 7 7 f a n s w a t c h e d
Lancashire Lynx beat the Roughyeds 52-26
at Spotland in the final ‘home’ game.

T h e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n h a s b e e n

r e m a r k a b l e . C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o a l l
c o n c e r n e d .

Early indications suggest that the NFP
will be intensely competitive this year with
as many as adozen, maybe even more,
teams contesting the battle for the top-eight
play off places right through until the last
round of league matches in July.

Ford is making no promises, merely
demanding of his players that they give of
t h e i r b e s t a t a l l t i m e s a n d r e m a i n

competitive in 80 minutes of each game
t h e y p l a y f r o m n o w t o t h e e n d o f t h e
s e a s o n .

With four points in the bag already,
however, he must be thinking of atop eight
challenge as arealistic target and Ido know
that everyone at the club, from chairman
and board right through to the dressing
room, has been thrilled at the magnificent
response of the fans in the two league
games played so far.

To p u l l i n a g a t e o f 3 , 7 0 0 f o r t h e
Rochda le game a t Boundary Park was
extremely encouraging....just as it was to
see so many Roughyeds fans at Gigg Lane
six days later. R o g e r H a l s t e a d



IVeVe Cured
Headaches fo r
THE RoUGHYEDS

A d a m s o n s
CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
REPAIR SPECIAL ISTSM a n u f a c t u r e r s

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre

' , fi l l ings o f the
highest guality
right here in
Oldham.

1

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

P l a t t & H i l l

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
Oldham 0L8 2LZ

PLATT &HILL
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
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M o o r s i d eI f y o u ^ r e n o t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

h a n h ^ c o n r e r t M e t a l P r o d u c t s
L i m i t e d

STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS
Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT

T h e R o y a l B a n k
o f S c o t l a n d

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

Telephone 0161 624 3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, glass and

wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs

of all types of processs plants

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

A P i l g r i m
▼ I M T E R M A T I O N A L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
P o w e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

E N G I N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E
w w w . p i l g r i m - i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o . u k

T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 8 0 0 5 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 4 9 4 5
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^ H I S T O R Y
From the Pen of Michael Turner

RUGBY LEAGUE MILESTONES -asummary of important Events
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 6

names such as York, Hull KR and Bramley.
The latter mentioned village team, from the
outskirts of Leeds, had managed to coax
the outstanding Cumbrian stand off half or
c e n t r e , J i m L o m a s t o s i g n f o r t h e m .
H o w e v e r, i t w o u l d n o t b e l o n g b e f o r e
“Jumbo Jimmy” had aroused much interest
f r o m t h e m o r e “ f a s h i o n a b l e " c l u b s a n d h e
was duly enticed across the Pennines to
play for Salford. This move resulted in the
firs t ever £100 t rans fer fee .

T h e fi r s t N o r t h e r n U n i o n i n t e r n a t i o n a l

match took place in 1904 when England
went down by nine points to three against
an Other Nationalities team at Wigan. This
match was played under experimental 12-a¬
s i d e r u l e s .

THE TURN of the century saw the main
Northern Union Championship still split into
two county based competitions. The 1900-
0 1 c a m p a i g n e n d e d w i t h O l d h a m a s
Lancash i re champ ions , when they j us t
pipped the Swinton side by asingle point to
take the “Red Rose” t i t le . However, the firs t
major honour for the “Lions” came in 1900
when they defeated Salford in the Challenge
Cup Final. Meanwhile in Yorkshire Bradford
emerged as winners of the league in spite
of having two league points deducted for a
breach of professional rules! In the 1902-
OS season the first experiment with two
d i v i s i o n s o c c u r r e d . H a l i f a x w o n t h e t i t l e
from runners up Salford with Swinton in
third place. St Helens and Brighouse were
relegated to be replaced by the promoted
Keighley and Leeds.

The two division set up lasted for just
t h r e e s e a s o n s a f t e r w h i c h t h e N U
a u t h o r i t i e s d e c i d e d t o r e v e r t t o a o n e

league system. The new championships
saw clubs from the same county play each
other home and away and also arrange
inter-county fixtures. This arrangement was
far from satisfactory with the final table
decided on apercentage basis, as not all
clubs played the same number of matches.
Indeed Leigh who finished as Champions
played only 30 matches compared to the
38 played by Halifax and Warrington and 40
by Oldham.

By this time some of the original 22
“breakaway” clubs has disappeared from
the league to be replaced by more familiar J i m L o m a s

It is hoped to continue this feature in the programme showing photographs of the ‘Roughyeds of Yesteryear’. If
A N Y O N E H A S A N Y P H O T O S T H AT T H E Y T H I N K W O U L D B E O F I N T E R E S T P L E A S E C O N TA C T

B r i a n W a l k e r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 5 0 8 4 o r M i c h a e l T u r n e r 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 0 - 6 0 0 5



THE Christmas games not only provided
good attendance levels but thre\w up some
e x c i t i n g m a t c h e s a n d s o m e s u r p r i s e
resu l ts . A l though there are those who
forecast aCougar victory at the Hawks,
the t ru th i s t ha t t he NFP Champ ions
s t a r t e d a s f a v o u r i t e s . B u t w i t h s c r u m - h a l f

Ch r i s Rob inson on top fo rm Ke igh ley
showed they will be aforce to be reckoned
w i t h u n d e r c o a c h K a r l H a r r i s o n .

A t H i l t on Park , meanwh i le , w ide ly
f a n c i e d L e i g h C e n t u r i o n s c a m e f r o m
behind to beat Widnes Vik ings. Simon
Baldwin was the stand out player on his
return to his home town club, but fai lure to
land asingle goal cost the Vikings dear. A
c r o w d o f 4 , 4 6 8 w a s t h e b e s t o f t h e fi r s t
r o u n d m a t c h e s .

Another good crowd turned out at Hull
K R f o r a 2 - 2 d r a w w i t h F e a t h e r s t o n e . L a s t

At Craven Park an adverse penalty
count of 13-4 hampered the effor ts of
today ’s v i s i to rs Wh i tehaven who wen t
down 31-4 to Barrow. And at Boundary
Park Rochdale’s lack of discipline (penalty
count 14-4 to Oldham) cost them equally
dear, four tries to three not being enough
to give them victory thanks to five goals
from Mark Sibson for the Roughyeds.

F i n a l l y i n R o u n d O n e t h e h a s t i l y
assembled Sheffield Eagles pulled off a
remarkab le v ic to ry aga ins t Lancash i re
Lynx.

I n t h e N e w Y e a r m a t c h e s D o n c a s t e r ’ s

emphatic win 42-8 against Batley before
their best crowd for five years (1,768) took
them to the top of the table.

Today’s visitors Whitehaven walloped
their local rivals Workington by 42-0 before
1 ,548 , awarn ing to O ldham no t to be
complacent today.

Widnes recorded the day’s best gate
of 3,837 despite the lack of travelling fans
from Lancashire Lynx. The scoreline of 64-
8 s p e a k s v o l u m e s a b o u t t h e r e l a t i v e
c h a n c e s o f t h e t w o t e a m s t h i s s e a s o n .

season the Robins dropped only three
home points -two to Dewsbury, one to
Oldham -so Featherstone have come up
with agood result already. No doubt both
these sides will take some beating this
y e a r .

A t Derwent Park Work ington Town
went down, as expected, to Swinton Lions.
Ayoung home side is in for along, hard
season and may not win many games as
t h e C l u b b u i l d s f o r t h e f u t u r e . S w i n t o n ’ s
first choice team looks stronger this year,
Mike Gregory having added the experience
o f P a u l L o u g h l i n t o h i s s i d e . T h e
i r repress ib le Ian Watson at scrum-hal f
m a k e s t h e t e a m t i c k .

Keighley officials will be delighted with
an a t tendance o f 2 ,450 and w i th two w ins
out of two. Their 32-13 victory over York
was revenge for ahome defeat against the
same opponents last year (8-10).

Le igh ’s mass ive t rave l l i ng suppor t
swelled the gate at Spotland to 2,112 and
the visiting fans went away happy with a
4 2 - 1 4 w i n .

Dewsbury came out on top in ahard
fought encounter with Hull KR. A14-2 win
before 2,119 was inspired by their tough
tackling pack and inventive half-backs.

Featherstone overcame Barrow (35-
14) before 1,908.

And finally Oldham scored afine win,
23-18, against abig Swinton team thanks
t o s o m e e x c e l l e n t d e f e n c e a n d t h e s k i l l s
o f h a l f b a c k s M i k e F o r d a n d D a v i d
G i b b o n s . A c r o w d o f 2 , 5 6 7 d e l i g h t e d
S w i n t o n o f fi c i a l s a n d C h a i r m a n M a l c o l m
White was most gracious in acknowledging
Oldham’s superiority on the day.

A s i z e a b l e c r o w d a t B a t l e y s a w
Dewsbury Rams’ halfbacks Richard Agar
and Barry Eaton orchestrate an expected
win against the Bulldogs. And in doing so
the Rams proved you don’t have to play
down the slope in the second-half to win at
M o u n t P l e a s a n t .

Last season Doncaster didn’t manage
asingle away win, but the Dragons broke
their dqck first time out this time at, of all
places, York Wasps. Atough side to crack
in the last two years the Wasps may just
be in for ahard season givei, the Dragons’
seven try romp.

<3D
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Te...WHITEHAVEN WARRIORS
AKEVIN TAMATI coached team is a lways a
tough nut to crack. Last season Oldham met
the Warriors only once in the League going
down 24 -32 i n aha rd fough t game a t
Spotland. However the Roughyeds did make
atrip to Cumbria losing in the Challenge Cup
to ateam inspired by now departed scrum
half Leroy Joe.

L a s t t e r m W h i t e h a v e n fi n i s h e d 8 t h w i t h

16 wins from their 28 fixtures. As might be
e x p e c t e d t h e i r h o m e f o r m w a s m o r e
impressive than away, 11 of their victories
being recorded at the Recreation Ground. A
Boxing Day defeat at Barrow opens their
s e a s o n t h i s t i m e b u t r e s t a s s u r e d t h a t

O l d h a m w i l l h a v e t h e i r h a n d s f u l l t h i s
a f t e r n o o n .

T h e W h i t e h a v e n l i n e u p t o d a y w i l l
probably feature DAVID SEEDS at fullback.
Normally acentre Seeds was last season’s
top try scorer with 16. Signed from Kells
S e e d s t o u r e d A u s t r a l i a w i t h B A R L A i n 1 9 9 3

and played for Cumbria against Australia in
1 9 9 4 .

Workington before signing for the Warriors in
1997. Alively play-maker he will need to be
watched . H is s tand o f f pa r tne r i s t he we l l
respected KEVIN HETHERINGTON. ABARLA
youth international Hetherington played with
Seaton and Aspatria RU before signing for
W h i t e h a v e n i n 1 9 9 6 . A s h r e w d t a c t i c i a n w h o

also landed 66 goals last season.
T h e f r o n t r o w s e e s t h e r e t u r n o f m u c h

t r a v e l l e d C C L I N A R M S T R C N G . A t 6 ’ 2 ” a n d

16st 7lbs. Armstrong leads from the front
and has given sterling service to Carlisle,
Hull KR and Workington as well as his
c u r r e n t s i d e .

H o o k e r A A R C N L E S T E R i s a K i w i w h o

f e a t u r e d w i t h A u c k l a n d W a r r i o r s a n d h a s N e w

Zealand junior international honours. Signed
for Whitehaven by Stan Martin in 1996.

D AV I D FAT I A L C FA w i l l t u r n o u t a t N o . I D .

Another Junior Kiwi who came to Whitehaven
in 1996, the bustling Fatialofa has played
b o t h i n h i s n a t i v e l a n d a n d i n F r a n c e .

S e c o n d r o w C R A I G C H A M B E R S i s i n h i s

s e v e n t h s e a s o n a t t h e R e c r e a t i o n G r o u n d
having signed from Kells, as did his partner
G R A E M E M D R T D N . B o t h s t a n d o v e r 6 ’ a n d

provide some hard tackling and running.
19 year old ALAN BDNE played for

Whi tehaven 's Academy s ide and en te rs h is
s e c o n d s e a s o n a s a n e s t a b l i s h e d fi r s t

teamen Another six footer he is aproduct of
the prolific Kells amateur club,

ethers likely to feature today include
M A R K W A L L A C E n e w l y s i g n e d f r o m
Workington; RDBERT PURDHAM ayoung
stand off who played in Egremont’s National
Conference winning team; MARK CDX a
rough, tough prop from Wath Brow and an
Academy International; MATT LYNCH acentre
with six years experience at Carlisle; MARK
W A L L A C E , a n o t h e r n e w r e c r u i t f r o m
W o r k i n g t o n r e t u r n i n g t o t h e R e c r e a t i o n
Ground, and CRAIG WALSH and LEE KIDDIE
b o t h b a c k s o n c e a p p e a r i n g w i t h - y o u
guessed it-! ns.'

R i v a l f o r t h e N o . 1 s p o t i s W E S L E Y
WILSCN an under 18 BARLA representat ive
signed in 1997 from Wath Brow Hornets.

The threequarters wi l l feature NEIL
FRAZER and GARRY RUDDY on the wings.
Frazer signed from Seaton in February 1998
a n d s c o r e d 8 t r i e s l a s t s e a s o n . R u d d y ,
meanwhile, is anew signing from Barrow and
formerly played with Carlisle. He will be
looking to kick start his career after alean
spell at Craven Park.

I n t h e c e n t r e s e x D I d h a m B e a r H D W A R D

HILL will play alongside Seeds or ANDREW
NELSCN. After departing DIdham Hill had a
s e a s o n e a c h a t H u l l K R a n d S w i n t o n b u t
r e t u r n s t o h i s n a t i v e C u m b r i a w h e r e h e w i l l

be looking to recapture his Super League
f o r m .

At half back the experienced WAYNE
K I T C H I N w i l l t a k e t h e s c r u m h a l f s p o t . A
1 9 8 9 B A R L A t o u r i s t K i t c h i n l e f t K e l l s f o r



W i t h B r i a n W a l k e r

m
W o r l d C u p W i n n e r s

RATHER extraordinarily on the three occasions that
Great Britain won the World Cup in 1954, 1960 and
1972 the RL failed to present individual winners
medals. This was put to rights recently when all
surviving members of the three squads were invited
to attend apresentation hosted by the League.
Oldham's own Alan Davies and Bob Irving were
members of the 60 and 72 squads respectively.

Alas, sadly. Bob died last year but Alan obviously
a t t e n d e d .

Interesting, now, to look at aphoto taken of
the 60 squad prior to the World Cup Final and again
39 years later!

Both Alan Davies and Bob Irving, are of course
m e m b e r s o f t h e O l d h a m H a l l o f F a m e w h i c h i s o n

display In the Clayton Arms.
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G R E AT B R I TA I N S Q U A D 1 9 6 0
Backrow:\N. Fallowfield, B. McTigue, B. Shaw, D. Turner, A. Davies, E. Fraser, W. Boston, J. Wilkinson, J. Challinor,

Second row: M. Sullivan, J. Whiteley, E. Ashton, T. Flarris, A. Murphy
Kneeling:}. Shaw, A. Rhodes, R. Greenough, F. Myler, V. Karalius.
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Back row: Billy Boston, Alan Challinor (son of Jim Challinor), Alan Davies, John Whiteley, Bryan Shaw, Tommy Flarris,
Alex Murphy, Vince Karalius

Front row: John Shaw, Bobby Greenough. Eric Ashton, Austin Rhodes, Sponsors Representative, Mick Sullivan
Note: Brian McTigue, Jim Challinor and Jack Wilkinson are now deceased and Derek Turner, Frank Myler and Eric Fraser

w e r e n o t p r e s e n t
1999 Photograph: Courtesy of Rugby League Express



Oldham -Well placed for the
challenges of the New Millennium

.S’-

m

Oldham Metropolitan Borough is ready to meet the
many and varied chalienges of 2000 and beyond.

The Councii’s forward thinking approach,
commitment and act iv i t ies have resui ted in a

massive regeneration and revitalisation programme
of the Borough throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

This endeavour has ied to an expanding, improving
town centre which has benefited from El 00 mi l i ion

investment, 20 new schoois in as many years, a
nationai award-winning muiti miiiion pound
regeneration scheme, deveiopment of anew cuiturai
quarter, anew business management school, a
town centre based leisure scheme inciuding
muitiplex cinema, Britain’s newest Sixth Form
Coilege, adiversity of industry, the pianned
extension of the Metroiink tram system and much
m o r e .

Ali this, together with Oidham’s reputation for
innovat ion, hard work and f r iendi iness means that
the Borough finds itself well placed to meet the
challenges of the New Millennium.

The Council is committed to continuing to serve the
local community and in helping Oldham maintain its
significant status in the North West Region.

Enquiries about the Council’s policies and activities,
including its regeneration programmes and policies
to the Chief Executive’s Department, PO Box 160,
Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG.

O L D H A M D O D D
jMetropolitan Borough D
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P R E M I E R S H I P P R E M I E R S H I P

O L D H A M WHITEHAVEN
C o a c h M i k e F O R D C o a c h K e v i n T A M A T I

M a r k S I B S O N

Joey HAYES
Anthony GIBBONS

P e t e r F E R R I S

J o e M c N I C H O L A S

D a v i d G I B B O N S

M i k e F O R D

L e o C A S E Y

J o h n H O U G H

A n d r e w P R O C T O R

M a r k C A M P B E L L

W e s R O G E R S

T o m O ’ R E I L L Y

D a v i d S E E D S

N e i l F R A Z E R

A n d r e w N E L S O N

H o w a r d H I L L

Gary RUDDY
R o b e r t P U R D H A M

Wayne KITCHEIN
M a r k C O X

A a r o n L E S T E R

D a v i d F AT I A L O F A

Craig CHAMBERS
Anthony SAMUELS
S t u a r t H O Y L E S

r 2 |

L 4 |
[ 5 I
L 6 J
[ 7 1
[ 8 |
[ 9 1
i m
L i i J

121
[131

K e i t h B R E N N A N

J a s o n C L E G G

K e v i n M A N N I O N

Chris NAYLOR (if)

J a m i e B E A U M O N T

Craig BARKER
J o n a t h a n H E A N E Y

Nicky CRELLIN

T O D A Y ’ S O F F I C I A L S

¥. HAWLEYREFEREE
t

KARL KIRKPATRICK A. PERRIS

S. LEE



C a b a r e t B a r
Playa de las Americas ●Tenerife

To p C a b a r e t A c t s ❖L i v e S k y S p o r t s
❖ E n g l i s h H o r s e R a c i n g ❖

Phyllis Kershaw &her son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
P v k Q u b

If you choose Tenerife for your
holidays, cali in at the Harlequins
f o r a r e a i O i d h a m w e i c o m e . S e e

photos of the ali-time greats,
Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin
Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe
PSTOM
Santugo III

C a b a r e t
B a r

M e d i t e r r a n e a n

F U L I . Y A I R C O N D I T I O N

OPEN TILL UTE
Seven days aweek

[loyal
Garden

CoDpMlaU
BeadiJ g79 54 60

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PLAYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFE0

(3D



12| Urn 0^Rei l ly
Firs t o f a l l , Tom, te l l me abou t you r

Rugby League background.

/started very late at thir teen years

o f a g e . T h e n I p l a y e d f o r R e d c l i f f e

(Brisbane) and then spent two years at

G o l d c o a s t C h a r g e r s . I t h e n m o v e d t o

England and played for Bramley under

M i k e F o r d t o w h o m

r e c o m m e n d e d a s a s t a n d o f f . B u t

Bramley were urgent ly needing a loose
f o r w a r d a t t h e t i m e s o t h a t i s t h e

posi t ion Iplayed in and Mike was very

h a p p y w i t h m e . I h a v e a l s o p l a y e d

i n t e r n a t i o n a l f o o t b a l l f o r P a p u a N e w
G u i n e a s e v e r a l t i m e s . I a r r i v e d h e r e a s

you know at the end of 1999 and Iam

expecting to do well.

We h a v e h a d a g o o d s t a r t t o t h e

s e a s o n b u t w h e r e w e d o n e e d t o

improve is we need to concentrate more

on playing for the full 80 minutes and

not 60. We also need to stop giving away

soft tries. We are working on everything,

M i k e i s v e r y p r o f e s s i o n a l a n d h i s

training is hard work but Iam used to it

as we train twice aday down under. But

t h e c o l d w e a t h e r m a k e s i t h a r d e r o v e r

h e r e .

W h a t c a n w e a i m f o r t h i s s e a s o n ?

/can say we should be at least in the

top eight but Iwould like to think we can

go a l l the way to the final . , We have

plenty of good players here and Cleggy in

part icular has impressed me so far. I f

we are going to do well we will need to

beat sides l ike Leigh, Hunslet, Widnes

a n d D o n c a s t e r . I t s h o u l d b e a g o o d

compet i t i ve season and Iam happy to

be p lay ing NFP foo tba l l and as Isa id

would like to have agreat season.

L i k e a l l p l a y e r s f r o m d o w n u n d e r I

expect you wou ld l i ke to moan about

England’s weather.

Y e s i t w a s f r e e z i n g a g a i n s t

R o c h d a l e : I c o u l d n o t f e e l m y f e e t , I

could live without your weather, but to be
h o n e s t I l i k e i t h e r e . T h e f a n s s o f a r h a v e

been g rea t . Ihope they can keep the

noise up all season because it may just

l i f t t h e t e a m . B u t g o i n g b a c k t o t h e

weather when Isay it is adifferent world
h e r e I m e a n i t .

I h a d b e e n

<3D
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BEING adevoted traveller, your good friend Iva is an avid
reader of notices. Here are afew you might like;-
In aTokyo hotel;
Is forbidden to steal hotel tovrels please. If you are not a
person to do such things is please not to read notis.
In aBucharest hotel lobby:
The lift is being fixed for the next day. During that time we
regret that you will be unbearable.
In aLeipzig hotel elevator:
Do not enter the lift backwards, and only when lit up.
In aBelgrade hotel elevator:
To move the cabin, push button for wishing floor. If the
cabin should enter more person each one should press a
number wishing floor. Driving is then going alphabetically by
n a t i o n a l o r d e r.

I n a P a r i s h o t e l e l e v a t o r :

Please leave your values at the front desk.
I n a h o t e l i n A t h e n s :

Visitors are expected to complain at the office between the
hours of 9and 11 am daily.
In aYugoslavian hotel:
The flattening of underwear with pleasure is the job of the
c h a m b e r m a i d .

In aJapanese hotel:
You are invited to take advantage of the chambermaid.
In the lobby of aMoscow hotel across from aRussian
Orthodox monastery;
You are welcome to visit the cemetery where famous
Russian and Society composers, artists and writers are
buried daily except Thursday.
In aho te l in an Aus t r ian sk i resor t :

Not perambulate the corridors in the hours of repose in the
boo ts o f ascens ion .
O n t h e m e n u o f a S w i s s r e s t a u r a n t :

Our wines leave you nothing to hope for.
On the menu o f aPo l i sh ho te l :

Salad afirm’s own make, limpid red beet soup with cheesy
dumplings in the form of afinger, roasted duck let loose,
beef rashers beaten up in the country people’s fashion.
Outside aHong Kong tailor shop:
Ladies may have afit upstairs.
In aBangkok dry cleaners;
Drop your trousers here for best results.
Outside aParis dress shop:
Dresses for street walking.
In aRhodes tailor shop:
Order your summer suit. Because is big rush we will
execute customers in s t r ic t ro ta t ion .

Asign in Germany's Black Forest:
It is strictly forbidden on our Black Forest camping site that
people of different sex, for instance men and women, live

together in one tent unless they are married with each other
for that purpose.
I n a Z u r i c h h o t e l :

Because of the impropriety of entertaining guests of the
opposite sex in the bedroom, it is suggested that the lobby
be used for this purpose.
An Advertisement by aHong Kong dentist:
Teeth extracted by the latest Methodists.
In aRome Laundry:
Ladies, leave your clothes here and spend the afternoon
having agood time.
In aCzechoslovakian tourist agency:
Take one of our horse driven city tours -we guarantee no
miscarriages.
Advertisement for donkey rides, in Thailand:
Would like to ride on your own ass?
I n a S w i s s m o u n t a i n i n n :

Special today -no ice cream.
In aBangkok temple:
It is forbidden to enter awoman even aforeigner if dressed
a s a m a n .

In aTokyo bar:
Special cocktails for the ladies with nuts.
In aCopenhagen airline ticket office:
We take your bags and send them in all directions.
On the doo r o f aMoscow ho te l r oom:

If this is your first visit to the USSR, you are welcome to it.
In aNorwegian cocktail lounge:
Ladies are requested not to have children in the bar.
In aBudapest zoo;
Please do not feed the animals. If you have any suitable
food, give it to the guard on duty.
In the o f fice o f aRoman doc to r :

Specialist in women and other diseases.
In an Acapulco hotel:
The manger has personally passed all the water served
here .

In aTokyo shop:
Our Nylons cost more than common, but you'll find they are
the best in the long run.
From aJapanese Information booklet about using ahotel
a i r c o n d i t i o n e r ;

Codes and Heates: If you want just condition of warm in
our room, please control yourself.
From abrochure of acar rental firm In Tokyo:
When apassenger of foot heave in sight, tootle the horn
trumpet him melodiously at first, but if he still obstacles
your passage then tootle him with vigour.
Two signs from aMajorcan shop entrance:
English well talking. Here speeching American.

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0 1 6 L 2 8 4 9 0 0 0 i 3 i l ! l
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Amateu r A lbum
W A T E R H E A D A R L F C

‘The p lace o f a t ta inab le Dreams ’
WAT E R H E A D ’ S p r o m o t i o n f r o m t h e N W C o u n t i e s
L e a g u e i n t o t h e i i i u s t r i o u s N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e
L e a g u e h a s b e e n t h e s t i m u i u s t h a t h a d s e e n a
c i u b t h a t h a s i i v e d i n t h e s h a d o w s o f i t s n e a r

neighbours Saddleworth and St. Anne's over the
past years, grow in strength both on and off the
fieid so that it is now seen as aclub with abig
heart and aburning desire and will to succeed.

The strength of any successful amateur rugby
league side has to be based on athriving youth
policy. At Waterhead there lies atop class junior
development program backed up by asuperb team
of coaches that nurture the rugby skills of players
from 5years old to 18 years old. On any Saturday
morning children and youths can be seen plying
their trades in Waterhead Park, with anything up to
200 boys and girls being encouraged to play the
game we all love RUGBY LEAGUE.

Asuccessful youth policy not only keeps a
conveyor belt of talent rolling into the open age
s i d e s , i t a l s o e n s u r e s t h a t l o c a l c h i l d r e n c a n
r e a l i s e t h e i r d r e a m s , a n d a r e a b l e t o fi n e t u n e
their rugby skills under the guidance of afirst rate
coaching team.

W a t e r h e a d ’ s c u r r e n t s u c c e s s e s h a v e c o m e
as no surprise to those closely connected with the
club. The first team is riding high in the promotion
stakes in Div is ion Two of the Nat ional Conference

League, and enjoying ahistoric run in the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup, while the 2nd team is also pushing
fo r p romot ion f rom D iv i s ion 6 in the NW Coun t ies
League. Both of these sides have ahost of talent
that has evolved from the youth program, with
some of these players having played rugby in the
park since their early primary school days.

The prosperi ty of Waterhead ARLFC has come
at atime when many of the amateur rugby league
teams i n O ldham a re unde r seve re p ressu re due
to alack of open age players in the town, This is a
p r o b l e m t h a t h a s t o b e a d d r e s s e d s o o n e r r a t h e r
than later. The way forward for rugby league in
general is through the youth policy of the country,
for it we don't encourage our youngsters to pick up
arugby ball at an early age, what hope does our
great game have of succeeding?

T h e W a t e r h e a d C l u b i s l u c k y i n t h a t
department. Astrong youth development program
has seen the club thr ive in recent years, and this

h a s b e e n b a c k e d u p s u p e r b l y b y a s u c c e s s i o n o f
positive results by the open age teams. Add to this
the many professional players that have evolved
through the ranks at the club and you can see the
b a s i s o n w h i c h s u c c e s s i s b u i l t . . . y o u t h r u g b y
league.

Wa t e r h e a d h o w e v e r, c a n n o t a n d w i l l n o t b e
able to afford to stand still while others progress.
W i t h t h e i r f o r w a r d l o o k i n g c o m m i t t e e , a
membersh ip o f nea r l y 700 , asoc i a l f ac to r t ha t i s
posi t ively booming at present, and ambit ious plans
f o r a n e w £ 1 m i l l i o n c l u b h o u s e t o b e h o u s e d i n t h e

Park, Waterhead ARLFC plan to become one of the
major forces in British Amateur Rugby League.

G e o f f O w e n

A L L I A N C E F I R S T D I V I S I O N

F I X T U R E S 2 0 0 0

. l A N U A R Y
8 t h W h i t e h a v e n W a r r i o r s

I S t h B A R R O W B . R .

A 2 . 3 0

H 2 . 3 0

A 2 . 3 0

A 7 . 3 0
22nd Work i ng ton Town
2 7 t h R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s

F E B R U A R Y

3 r d F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S H 7 . 3 0

1 0 t h H U N S L E T H A W K S

1 7 t h L E I G H C E N T U R I O N S

26th Bat ley Bu l ldogs
M A R C H

2 n d K E I G H L E Y C O U G A R S

8 th Widnes V i k ings
2 3 r d R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s

H 7 . 3 0

H 7 . 3 0

A 2 . 3 0

H 7 . 3 0

A 7 . 3 0

H 7 . 3 0

A 7 . 3 03 0 t h

A P R I L

5 t h H u n s l e t H a w k s
1 3 t h B A T L E Y B U L L D O G S

M A Y

3rd Keighley Cougars
1 3 t h W H I T E H A V E N W .
2 0 t h B a r r o w B . R .

2 7 t h W O R K I N G T O N T O W N

31 St Leigh Centurions

J U N E
1 5 t h W I D N E S V I K I N G S

J U L Y
1 S t T O P F I V E P L A Y O F F

2 2 n d G R A N D F I N A L P L A Y O F F F I N A L

A 7 . 3 0
H 7 . 3 0

A 7 . 3 0

H 2 . 3 0

A 2 . 3 0

H 2 . 3 0
A 7 . 3 0

H 7 . 3 0
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A n I n t e r v i e w w i t h
G r a h a m S t a r k e y
Y O U , l i k e t h e s u p p o r t e r s o f R o c h d a l e ,
H u d d e r s fi e l d , S w i n t o n a n d o t h e r s w i l l n o t b e
watching today’s game at the ground of your
t e a m ’s t r a d i t i o n a l h o m e . A m o v e t o a n e w s t a d i u m
may not be abad thing; what concerns me is what
brought it about. Generally the need to sell was
brought about by crippling debts as aresult of bad
economic management by weak directors. But
were they just weak or were they trying to respond
to the fans ’ (and o f ten the i r own) now insa t i ab le
demands for success by hoping to buy such
success? In the wake o f i nd i v idua l con t rac ts and
Lindsay’s introduction of full time players, wages
and p layer power have go t to ta l l y ou t o f con t ro l .
Please don’ t ta lk to me of ‘sa lary caps’ ; they had
that when Iplayed -we were al l on the same wage
-but every now and again astar player was in
dispute for awhile and then it mysteriously cleared

ateam in Dub l in . Ed inburgh , New York and
T i m b u c k t o o i s t h a t i t m a y t e m p t t h e l o c a l s t o
watch it on Sky TV. Never forget that Murdoch
ONLY came into this game because he wanted the
Australian TV rights. Honestly, it was nothing to do
with his great concern for the welfare of the game
in Whitehaven and Batley.

Of course the ext ra exposure on te lev is ion is
welcome but our game is such an attractive game
to watch that we should be going on TV on our
t e r m s n o t t h e T V c o m p a n y ’ s . T h e y w a n t u s .
Remember, its the girl who plays hard to get who
usually wins the fella.

One has to ask (and really one is not allowed
to ask questions these days), is there along term
hidden agenda? Force enough clubs out of Super
League by the new criteria and reduce it to say,
e i g h t c l u b s . T h i s w o u l d r e l e a s e o v e r a h u n d r e d
p layers , who together w i th some more Aust ra l ians
w o u l d b e a v a i l a b l e t o c r e a t e t e a m s t o s t i c k o n t h e

map wherever it takes Sky’s fancy. It is also
h u m a n n a t u r e a n d u n d e r s t a n d a b l e t h a t t h o s e w h o

have become al l ied to the Murdoch empire l ike the
kudos of being associated with it and like to feel
that they are really in the big time.

In the ‘new criteria’ that are being worked out
t h e r e i s o n e c r i t e r i o n w h i c h s e e m s t o h a v e b e e n

forgotten. Rugby League should not be there for
s o m e o n e ’ s e g o t r i p o r a s a r i c h m a n ’ s t o y . I t
belongs to the people who week in, week out,
p r o d u c e t h e p l a y e r s a n d s u p p o r t t h e c l u b s ,
w h e t h e r i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l h e a r t l a n d o r e l s e w h e r e .

As long as we keep building our house on finance,
where the abi l i ty to buy the most expensive
p l a y e r s i s t h e r o u t e t o s u c c e s s , t h e r e w i l l
continually be one or two clubs running out of
money. Super League clubs beware; no matter
how many clubs you ‘cull’ the league by, there will
a l w a y s b e o n e a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e l e a g u e - i t
could be you.

Finally two questions keep screaming away
inside my head: WHY are we trying to close some
c lubs by mergers , and WHY do we need to bu i ld
beautiful 20,000 all-seater stadia? Iwant you to
keep asking yourself the same questions and
listen to the answers Super League people are
giving. Then ask yourself if the answers make
sense. There isn’ t ascrap of evidence that we can
fill them and therefore need them. No club will go
bankrupt the moment it starts cutting its coat to
s u i t i t s c l o t h . T h e b i g g e s t d r a i n o n fi n a n c e s a r e
wages, so it means cutting wages. If, initially, we
lose the odd star to the other code, so be i t (but
they are learning some painful lessons already). All
we need to remember is that ours is the greater of
the two codes, not only to watch but also to play.
Kids brought .up on Rugby League will not very
o f t e n w a n t t o s w i t c h c o d e s . Yo u d o n ’ t n e e d t o
b r i b e t h e m !

up !
What rankles me is the propaganda machine

now in place to keep telling us that this is all for
the good of the game and will lead to expansion.
H e r e a r e s o m e f a c t s f r o m t h e w e e k e n d o f 1 4 / 1 5
August 1999. Australia Mk, 2(Gateshead) versus
Australia Mk 1(London Broncos); gate, 2631. This
was amatch in which the two teams were in with a
chance o f a top 5p lay-o ff p lace. Meanwhi le look a t
these figures, from places where not too subtle
attempts have been made to strangle the game, or
i n S u p e r L e a g u e p a r l a n c e , c r e a t e m e r g e r s -
Wa k e fi e l d v H u d d e r s fi e l d 3 2 0 0 ; S a l f o r d v S h e f fi e l d
3307; and best of all at Widnes, not even in Super
League, 3649.

There is an old saying, “You can take ahorse
t o w a t e r . . . e t c . ’ ’ T h e c o n v e r s e o f t h a t i s a l s o t r u e

- “You can take water to the horse but you cannot
make it drink”. Iam not being defeatist; Just
realistic. We will never be as big as Rugby Union,
either nationally or globally. Recognise the fact
and wo rk f r om the re . An exce l l en t compa r i son i s
bowls . Crown Green bowls v i r tua l l y mi r ro rs Rugby
League, being predominantly agame played in
Lancashi re and Yorksh i re . Many flat green bowlers
w i l l a d m i t t h a t a s p e c t s o f i t - f o r s p e c t a t o r s a n d
speed o f p lay -a re be t te r than the i r own vers ion .
Yet flat green bowls is played throughout the rest
of the UK and the world. Try spreading Crown
G r e e n b o w l s .

There are good lessons to be learned from
t h e l a s t f e w y e a r s . C e r t a i n l y t h e m a r k e t i n g h a s
improved -without doubt the standard of fitness
and the skill of the players has. Expansion is
taking place, some of it sensibly, as evidenced by
the success of the Nat ional Conference, and there
is no doubt that the impetus of Super League has
he lped.

However the game is being used (with the
blackmail of the handout money) by the Murdoch
empire for its own ends. The attraction of sticking

C D



m \
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c o m m o n s e n s e . c o m
With Simon Winnard

DESPITE the shortsighted and shambolic
way that our game continues to be governed
by the powers that be, Iapplaud the NFP for
s t a n d i n g fi r m b y i t ’ s m e m b e r s a n d
embracing the Rugby League community
outside the elite. Many still involved with
Super League have fears about the NFP's
back to bas i cs app roach and the eve r
increasing distance between the game’s two
compet i t ions. However, the NFP had no
c h o i c e b u t t o t a k e d r a s t i c a c t i o n . W i t h f u t u r e

News Corporation funding cut off and Super
League fast becoming aclosed shop, do we
simply stand by and watch our numbers
dwindle whilst the few prosper?

The introduction of the top eight play off,
areduct ion in the overseas quota and a
plethora of English coaches are all positive
moves. An equal spread of the remaining
N e w s C o r p o r a t i o n f u n d i n g ( w i t h t h e
exception of Sheffield Eagles) will result In
more of afinancial level playing field and a
better spread of players across the league.
We also have an impending television deal
and have earmarked the Bramley funding for
market ing and development . Indeed, a l l
t h e s e m e a s u r e l o o k t o a d d v a l u e a n d

i n t e r e s t t o o u r c o m p e t i t i o n - s t e p s i n t h e
right direction.

The mos t s i gn i fican t change i s t he
partial move back to awinter season and
the early indicators are good. Crowds over
t h e f e s t i v e p e r i o d h a v e b e e n i m p r e s s i v e ,
p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n c o m p a r e d t o t h e
corresponding fixtures last season. Can this
a lone be re l ied upon to g ive apos i t i ve
indication of amove in the right direction?
The jury is st i l l out of course. Aseason
starting over the festive period with hopes
regenerated and local rivalries resumed will
always produce interest -but can this be
susta ined? Ibel ieve i t wi l l . In fact , I fee l that
a s w i t c h b a c k t o a f u l l w i n t e r s e a s o n i n t h e
near future is inevitable.

The amended gate of 3,796 for our first
game against Rochdale was fantastic. Not
only was this arecord for the newly formed
Roughyeds, but also surpassed many of the
former clubs attendances whilst in Super
League. It was both heartening and exciting
to see so many old faces which have been
sadly missing in the last few years.

Those fans who turned up were treated
to acracker, poised on aknife edge and in
the end victory went the Roughyeds way.
Rochda le w i l l fee l s l i gh t l y un lucky and
particularly their scrum half Dane Dorahy
who was simply superb. What amarvellous
tackle on Mark Sibson to stop him scoring in
the corner; he’s aplayer destined to go onto
bigger and better things. It was an edgy and
n e r v o u s l o o k i n g p e r f o r m a n c e b y t h e
Roughyeds tha t day. Never the less they
showed plenty of character, resolve and
tenacity, particularly in defence to gain a
valuable two po in ts .

We then visited Gigg Lane to take on the
Swinton Lions and who could have predicted
the fantastic travelling support? The Swinton
officials were taken completely by surprise,
having to delay the kick off and then open
a n o t h e r s t a n d t o a c c o m m o d a t e t h e

Roughyeds faithful. It filled me with pride, as
did the per formance on the p i tch. Mike
G r e g o r y h a s a s s e m b l e d a b i g a n d
experienced side this season and there are
not many teams who will turn them over at
Gigg Lane....but we did. In fact the score
doesn’t really reflect how well Mike Ford and
his team performed. Oldham, by far the
better attacking side throughout, suffered a
15 minute lapse in concentration late in the
s e c o n d h a l f t o e n s u r e a t e n s e fi n i s h . . . . d o w e

ever win any other way?
■Let’s hope today is the exception that

proves the rule as we try and make it three
o u t o f t h r e e .

<g)



Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health &Safely Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

Cas t l e House ,Schofie ld S t ree t , O ldham,OL8 IQL
T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5

. G o o d w i n

B E S T

O W I B A
O l d h a m C h a m b e r

Speedy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd.

O l d h a m D e p o t
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 111

for Ford inI
ISaddleworth
I ● N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

●Service &repairsIGood Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2000 Season I

IB L A I N E Y ’ S
B A K E R S

E S C O R T

Rick Whyman Ltd.I
. S A D D L E W O R T H

M O T O R C OHigh Class Bakers and
C o n f e c t i o n e r s

73, Lees Road, Oldham
Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 - 7 3 9 1

I HIGH STREET,■
^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM S

01457872178
T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e

T H ET H E Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s
O l d h a m R L F C e v e r y s u c c e s s i n 1 9 9 9

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n
M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Ret i ro St reet , Oldham ●Tel 0161 624 9908

BEED P P

U L i L i
F o u n d K l 1 9 1 4Founded 1914

[ family finance[family finance

i = r p n

[a]© a

proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and
part time courses starting this summer call us on
Freephone 0800 269 480.

T H E

O L D H . A . M
C O L L E G E

d D



A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
A s h t o n - J o h n M i l l s
Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0 1 6 1 - 3 3 9 6 1 4 0

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 A M HA M H

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

Pumps A
E s t a b l i s h e d 1 9 4 7

P l u m b e r s ● E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heat ing Eng ineer ing
Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Spr inghead, O ldham OL4 5SJ
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA
Te l . 0161 678 6111 ●Fax 0161 627 0913

SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD
O L D H A M As approved distributor for

many of Europe’s ieading
manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock
range with guaranteed deiivery

and unr ivai ied technicai
expertise

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2000



A d e M e a d

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Craig Barker
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Anthony Gibbons
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

I r

f - -

Dav id G ibbons

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Craig Miiner
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

K e i t h B r e n n a n

Lansdowne Roofing

Supplies Ltd.

Chris Nayior
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Danny Guest
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Mark Campbeii
Saddieworth Sports
and Schoo l Un i fo rm

Majorie St Geoff Cooke

Tom O’Reiiiy
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Leo Casey
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Joey Hayes
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Jason Ciegg
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

C h r i s H o i i a n d

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

It]

Andy Proctor
Ricbrad Roofing

\ - i S .

g p r P a t R i c h

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Warren Druggitt
H a l l N e e d h a m

A s s o c i a t e s

John Hough
Platt St Hil l Ltd

u
Dave Lew is

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Peter Fer r is

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Wes Rogers
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

G r e a m e S h a w

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

M K e v i n F i t z p a t r i c k
HTo sponsor me
M phone Scott on
B 0161 628 3677

. » « -

jLI

K e v i n M a n n i o n

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

M a r k S i b s o n

D o m i n o

Engineering Ltd

M i k e F o r d

Roughyed Times
F a n z i n e

Nathan Variey
To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

i a n S i n fi e i d

To sponsor me

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

To sponsor

phone Scott on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7i:

i l
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C l u b
G O L D E N G A M B L E H A L F - T I M E D R A W

Whilst we are on the subject of fund-
raising, can Ibring to your attention our
h a l f - t i m e d r a w ‘ T h e G o l d e n G a m b l e ’ .

Tickets are only £1 and the lucky winner
receives 50% of the proceeds the draw
makes on the day.

D u e t o t h e f a c t t h a t w e d o n o t h a v e o u r

own facilities on match days the ‘Golden
Gamble’ is another major form of income .
. . s o p l e a s e h e l p t h e C l u b . . . a n d y o u
never know you just might help yourself!!

M AY I w i s h a l l o u r s p o n s o r s a n d
supporters aHappy New Year. It certainly
has been one for the Roughyeds! The two
games over the festive period have been
very entertaining and Idon’t think anybody
could complain about value for money!!!

T H E S A T U R D A Y Y A N K E E

Although the season has just started,
our lottery ‘The Saturday Yankee’ runs for
52 weeks of the year. At the beginning of
December Kath Mckenzie, from Heyside,
won £2,250 on the Yankee having paid just
a£1 stake!! The lottery is akey fund-raiser
for the Club and anybody wishing to join
s h o u l d c o n t a c t m e a t t h e C l u b o n 0 1 6 1

628 3677. We are also always interested
in recruiting agents who can spare acouple
of hours aweek to help the Club. Agents
r e c e i v e c o m m i s s i o n : d i s c o u n t i n t h e C l u b
Shop and other benefits. Again, please
c o n t a c t m e a t t h e C l u b f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s .

C L U B S H O P

I t h a s b e e n g r e a t t o s e e a l l o u r
supporters showing their Club colours with
pride this season. The new home replica
s h i r t s s h o u l d b e w i t h u s s o o n a s w i l l t h e

new away kit. Our kit manufacturer says the
away kit iooks ‘awesome’!!

We are always looking for inspiration
fo r the shop and you may have seen
something an opposing fan was wearing, or
had in their car, so if you have any ideas for
merchandise we could sell in the shop,
please write to me.

E n j o y t h e g a m e a n d R o a r o n t h e
Roughyeds!

S c o t t

J u n i o r R o u g h y e d s
Hi to all the Junior Roughyeds.

Aw a r m O l d h a m w e l c o m e t o t h e J u n i o r
suppo r te rs o f Wh i tehaven War r i o r s .

T h e O l d h a m M a s c o t

R a i d e r s m a t c h i s C a r l C l a r e .

For the Workington Town home match
o n 2 3 r d J a n u a r y t h e m a s c o t i s K i m
B r o a d b e n t .

P a t r i c k H a r w o o d w a s s e l e c t e d t o b e

mascot for the Silk Cut Challenge Cup
home match on the 30th January.

T h e M a s c o t f o r t h e
S w i n t o n L i o n s m a t c h

was Sean Casey. Sean
i s 6 y e a r s o l d a n d h i s
b r o t h e r s C a l l u m a n d

C o n n o r j o i n e d h i m a s
M a s c o t s .

f o r t o d a y i s J e s s i c a
Rafferty. Jessica is 11
y e a r s o l d a n d h e r
favouri te player is Leo
Casey.

\

T h i s i s J e s s i c a ’ s fi r s t

t i m e a s t h e M a s c o t a n d

she is looking forward to
a n o t h e r O l d h a m w i n .

A m a s c o t d r a w w a s i ^ e l d t o s e l e c t t h e

M a s c o t s f o r t h e fi r s t fi v e m a t c h e s :

T h e M a s c o t f o r t h e B a r r o w B o r d e r Debra Rafferty

( D



S a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r mN E I L

G I B B I S O N Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports
S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d

Mail Order &Delivery Service
A v a i l a b l e

—B.D.S. , V.U. Mane

Dental
Surgeon

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e
93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashi re . OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5
2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill

O ldham OL3 6HV

❖Tel 01457 872108 E a s y P a r k i n g ■V i s a ■M a s t e r c a r d ● S w i t c h ●
D e l t a ● S o l o ● A m e x

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

U S A O f fi c e :

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658Sequel Drive, Unite,

Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +1 831 462 3583

1-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

UK Office:
St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,
Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.
Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337
Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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‘...and that’s agreat ball
played out wide to the

wing...”

O

T E A MT h e N
A t G E O R G E H I L L

n e v e r a T R Y I N G

^experience. We
yhave all the products

you need to get the
"right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

t h e G r e a t b a l l

w w w . m i t r e . c o m
r

T h e a u t h o r i t y . . .

Official Supplier of
Match and Training Balls to:

The Rugby League,
Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

m G e o r g e H S U'JJ|j
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T H E D O N ’
YOU CAN always tell when Christmas has
passed. The television advertisements change
from cuddly toys and do-it-yourself tools to
e x o t i c h o l i d a y s a n d e x p e n s i v e m o t o r c a r s .
Nothing changes as the years pass by except
p e r h a p s t h a t , n o w a d a y s , t h e s e c o m m e r c i a l s
carry the product’s website inviting you to visit
W W W d o t c o m m s l a s h d o t u k d o t c o m m . H o w I

managed to live fifty odd years without all that
is amystery. The only super highway Iknow is
t h e s t r e t c h o f B r o a d w a y f r o m F a i l s w o r t h t o
Boundary Park and the only slashes in my life
o c c u r d u r i n g t h e a f t e r m a t c h c e l e b r a t i o n s .
B e i n g a p e n s i o n e r I a m u n a b l e t o a f f o r d a n
expensive car but, with time on my hands, I
m u s t t a k e n o t i c e o f t h e h o l i d a y o f f e r s ,
especially if there is one for the Lake District. I
manage to get up there at least twice ayear
a l t h o u g h m y d e s t i n a t i o n s a r e u s u a l l y
Workington or Whitehaven instead of Keswick
o r C o n i s t o n Wa t e r .

Severa l p layers have made the t r ip
b e t w e e n C l d h a m a n d t h e L a k e s o n a m o r e

pe rmanen t bas is . More than one p laye r has
left Cldham to play for Whitehaven including a
lesser known Lancashire amateur hooker, Wi i f
Frost, and Phil Larder, later to become Great
Britain coach. Any number of tough Cumbrian
forwards have moved in the opposite direction.
Two who immediately spring to mind are
Charlie McCourt and Billy McCraken, but the
player whose transfer caused the biggest stir
w a s G e o f f R o b i n s o n . H e m o v e d f o r a t r a n s f e r

f e e i n e x c e s s o f £ 9 , 0 0 0 a t t h e t i m e t h e
b i g g e s t e v e r t r a n s f e r f e e f o r a f o r w a r d .
R o b i n s o n m u s t h a v e b e e n t h e u n l u c k i e s t

player to ever play in aChallenge Cup-tie for he
twice ‘won’ cup semi-finals and yet ended up
on the losing side both times! In 1957 he was
l o o s e - f o r w a r d i n t h e W h i t e h a v e n s i d e w h i c h
l o s t 1 0 - 9 t o L e e d s . I t w a s R o b i n s o n w h o m a d e

the Whitehaven try, breaking through and
slipping the ball to winger Ron McMenemy who
put the Cumbrians 9-8 in front. Alate dropped
goal, worth two points in those days, snatched
v i c t o r y a w a y f r o m W h i t e h a v e n a m i d s t a n
abundance of controversy.

S e v e n y e a r s l a t e r i t w a s R o b i n s o n w h o
scored the extra time try which put Oldham 17-
14 in front in that heart breaking semi-final

aga ins t Hu l l KR. Moments l a te r the t i e was
a b a n d o n e d a n d w e w e r e b a c k w h e r e w e

started, amillion miles away from Wembley.
L a s t F e b r u a r y W h i t e h a v e n k n o c k e d

Oldham off the Challenge Cup trail (18-2) when
t h e s e c l u b s m e t f o r t h e fi r s t e v e r t i m e i n t h a t

competition. There have been many league
clashes between the two, however, with one of
t h e m o s t r e m a r k a b l e o c c u r r i n g d u r i n g
W h i t e h a v e n ; s d i s a s t r o u s F i r s t D i v i s i o n
c a m p a i g n o f s e a s o n 1 9 8 3 - 8 4 . ‘ H a v e n w o n
only three matches that season. They finished
b o t t o m o f t h e t a b l e , f o u r p o i n t s a d r i f t o f
Salford, and were relegated eighteen points
away from safety. Barrow knocked them out of
t h e L a n c a s h i r e C u p , W i d n e s w o n 3 6 - 0 a t
Whitehaven in the John Player Trophy and they
lost at home to Fulham in the Challenge Cup.
Seven days af ter that Fulham defeat Oldham
travelled up to the Recreation Ground to face a
team who, at that point , had played 23
matches and lost 23 matches. The Roughyeds
w e r e h a v i n g a r e a s o n a b l e s e a s o n . T h e y h a d
defeated Leeds, St. Helens and Wigan in
D i v i s i o n O n e a n d l o o k e d c e r t a i n t o a d d
W h i t e h a v e n t o t h a t l i s t . I n c l u d e d i n t h e t e a m

which travel led up to the Lakes were centres
Mick Par r ish and Des Foy, scrum-ha l f Paddy
Kirwan, props Wal ly Jones and Mick Morgan,
s e c o n d - r o w e r M i c k W o r r a l l a n d l o o s e - f o r w a r d

Ter ry F lanagan , the backbone o f a team who
would surely prove too strong for the bottom
club. What went wrong that day for Oldham is
anybody’s guess. New Zealand coach Graham
Lowe was on ho l iday in the Lakes and had
helped with the coaching in the build up to the
m a t c h . T h a t w o u l d d o t h e m n o h a r m . P r e s s

specu la t i on i nd i ca ted tha t Wh i tehaven back -
row forward Milton Huddart was the subject of
atransfer bid by Oldham. That was denied by
both clubs but Huddart was certainly fired up
by all the talk and he scored ahattrick of tries
as the Cumbrians wiped the floor with Oldham
t o w i n 4 2 - 8 .

That result reminds us that, in rugby
l e a g u e , n o m a t c h i s a f o r e g o n e c o n c l u s i o n ,
especially when meeting opponents with the
gr i t and determinat ion o f our Cumbr ian
v i s i t o r s .

D o n Y a t e s

d D



H M u r i ^
Date Opponent
DECEMBER

12 ROCHDALE H(LAW CUP) W30-18

2 7 R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S W 2 3 - 2 0

JANUARY

2 S w i n t o n L i o n s

9 W H I T E H AV E N W A R R I O R S H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

2 3 W O R K I N G T O N T O W N H 3 . 0 0

30 Silk Cut Challenge Cup (Rnd 3)

Result Att

F-A

W 2 3 - 1 8

Amega Labels Ltd
Shaw Street, Oldham OLD1 3RR

0161 785 0813

1 6 B a r r o w B . R .

FEBRUARY

6Doncaster Dragons

13 Silk Cut Challenge Cup (Rnd 4)

20 Leigh Centurions

27 Silk Cul Challenge Cup (Rnd 5)

A 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

MARCH

5 L A N C A S H I R E LY N X

12 Widnes Vikings

1 9 O E W S B U R Y R A M S

26 Fea the rs tone Rove rs

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 3 0

Neil GibbisonAPRIL

2Sheffield Eagles

9 H U N S L E T H A W K S

A 3 . 1 5

H 3 . 0 0

16 Batley Bulldogs

2 1 R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s

A 3 . 0 0

A 7 . 3 0

2 4 S W I N T O N L I O N S H 3 . 0 0

MAY

Man of the Match
Ricbrad Roofing Ltd

01457 832000

1 Y O R K W A S P S H 3 . 0 0

7Hull Kingston Rovers

1 0 K E I G H L E Y C O U G A R S

1 4 W h i t e h a v e n Wa r r i o r s

2 1 B A R R O W B . R .

26 Workington Town

2 9 D O N C A S T E R D R A G O N S H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

H 7 . 3 0

A 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0

A 7 . 3 0

JUNE

M a n o f t h e M a t c h
Checkmate Mini Coaches

01457 836110

4 L E I G H C E N T U R I O N S

11 Lancashire Lynx

1 8 W I D N E S V I K I N G S

25 Dewsbury Rams

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

J U LY

2FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H3.00

C D


