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Sunday 20th February 2000, Kick-Off 3pm
Ford Northern Premiership

Leigh Centurions v Oldham

Shirt Sponsor: ESB Motorcycles

Main Match Sponsor: S&W Garages Ltd / Rix Carpets
Associate Sponsor: Dennis Westwell / Leigh Harriers ARLFC
Matchball Sponsor: Wm. Santus Ltd

Programme Sponsor: Pacific Peugeot

Video Sponsor: Altered Image

Mascot: Jamie Bamford
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Industrial, Commercial &

Domestic Waste Disposal

BLAKELEY’S

WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

WE ARE PROFESSIONALS IN ALL ASPECTS OF
WASTE COLLECTION & DISPOSAL

All sizes of skips available
Collection & Delivery

Fast & efficient service
Rear loader skips
Compactors supplied
Contracts undertaken

Radio controlled vehicles

Wigan (01942) 864454 3 lines

Wigan (01942) 242883 Eves. and Weekends Fax:(01942) 867211
Junction Works, Bickershaw Lane, Abram, Nr. Wigan, WN2 5TB




Welcome to

HiltoniEanlt

With Chairman - Stan Aspinall

These are the first notes |
write as your new
Chairman. | must confess
it is a great honour to be
asked to lead a club with
such proud traditions,

| was introduced to the
game of Rugby League back
in 1995 through the
sponsorship of the club by
Asda.

The progress since then,
both on and off the field, has
been remarkable for a club
which was almost extinct in 1995. The Supporters and
the town should be very proud of their club.

Last week’s Challenge Cup clash was a tremendous
advert for the game - and to run Wakefield so close
shows that Super League is not beyond us. The players
showed tremendous spirit, skill and enthusiasm in what
was an intriguing contest.

The Wakefield Chairman expressed after the game a
great sense of relief at the final whistle. Keep up the good
work and | am sure that we can progress to our ultimate
goal - Super League.

Our visitors today are high flying Oldham and we extend
our warm wishes to their players, staff and supporters
and a performance, as of last week will be needed to
gain the points.

Stan Aspinall

CLUB OFFICIALS

Chairman: Mr Stan Aspinall
Chief Executive: Mr Chris Healey
Directors:

Mr S Blakeley, Mr K Freer, Mr T Coleman
Mr A Leach, Mr J Massey, Mr S Grainey
Timekeeper/Hon. Assistant Secretary:
Mr T Sale
Commercial Dept:

Mrs K Gunn, Ms A Fairclough
Bars and Catering Manager:

Mr K Thornley
Head Chef: Mr J Holden
Lifeline Manager:

Ms A Fairclough
Hon. Club Statistician: Mr M Latham
Vice Presidents:

Simon Monks, Roy Healey,

Kevin Mulhearn, Mike Norris, Mike Smith,
Leigh Supporters Club

PLAYING OPERATIONS

Head Coach: Mr | Millward
Assistant Coach: Mr N Turley
Alliance Coach: Mr M Bailey

Fitness Conditioner: Mr K Prescott
Physiotherapist: Mrs K Donohue
Groundsman: Mr W Lea
Apparel & Equipment Supervisors:

Mr D Wright, Mr F Taylor
Playing Statistics: Mr C Sumner
Video Recorder: Mr D Disley, Mr P Whelan
PA Announcer: Mr P Harrington
Doctors:

Dr M Doublet-Stewart, Dr Horne, Dr Headley
Sports & Holistic Therapist: Mrs Pat Ratcliffe

CLUB COLOURS

Home: Red & White Hooped Jerseys,
Red Shorts and Hooped Socks
Alternative: Black & Red Hooped Jerseys,
Black Shorts and Hooped Socks

The views expressed in this programme
are not necessarily those of
Leigh Centurions RLFC or the Directors

Leigh Centurions Rugby Football League Club
Hilton Park, Kirkhall Lane, Leigh, Lancs WN7 1RN
Tel: (01942) 743743 Fax: (01942) 261843




Coach lan Millward talks
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To say that | was proud of the way the team performed in last
Sunday’s cup tie would be a massive understatement. The
players performed just how | wanted and showed tremendous
ability, belief and character to push Wakefield right to the wire.

In the end we didn't win the game because a couple of dubious
decisions went against us. Suffice to say we don't think we got the
rub of the green. Had we got that, the result would probably have
gone the other way. But having said all that it was a tremendous
game of rugby league and worth a few quid of anybody's money.

But | can’t help but reiterate the handicap NFP teams are under
when they play a Super League side. There is a perception that just
because players earn ‘x’ amount of pounds they are better players
than the rest. Give me three more imports, £900,000 from Murdoch
and the chance to train full time and we'll see how we go.

Just look at the Wakefield line-up last week and the full internationals they had on show:
Prescott, Maloney, Tatupu, Kemp, Goulding, Masella, Poching, McNamara, Price. It makes me proud
to think how close we came to toppling them.

All that's behind us now and it's time to focus on the rest of the league season.

We start a run of tough games today when Oldham are the visitors here at Hilton Park. They've
been one of the biggest spenders in our division and have signed some quality players. Their result
so far this season have borne that out and for a while they led the division.

They might have had a couple of dodgy results in recent weeks, like the cup defeat at Rochdale
on Sunday, but they've got too much quality not to quickly put things right.

We've got to be right on top of our game to get the points and continue our climb towards the
top. Don't forget to join me in the Mick Martyn Bar at 6pm after the game for the man of the match
awards.

See you there.

LEIGH CENTURIONS RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB HONOURS

Championship Winners 1905-06 @ Division One Championship Winners 1981-82

® Division Two Championship Winners 1977-78, 1985-86, 1988-89 e Challenge
Cup Winners 1920-21, 1970-71 e Lancashire Cup Winners 1952-53, 1955-56,
1970-71, 1981-82 e Lancashire Cup Beaten Finalists 1905-06, 1909-1910, 1920-
21, 1922-23, 1949-50, 1951-52, 1963-64, 1969-70 @ BBC2 Floodiit Trophy Winners
1969-70, 1972-73 ® BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Beaten Finalists 1967-68, 1976-77

MATCH RECORDS Goals: 15 by Mick Stacey v Doncaster 28/3/76; Tries: 6 by
Jack Wood v York 4/10/47; Points: 38 by John Woods v Ryedale York 12/1/92
SEASON RECORDS Goals: 173 by Chris Johnson 1985-86; Tries: 49 by Steve
Halliwell 1985-86; Points: 400 by Chris Johnson 1985-86
CAREER RECORDS Goals: 1,043 by Jim Ledgard 1948-58; Tries: 189 by Mick
Martyn 1954-67; Points: 2,492 by John Woods 1976-85, 1990-92
RECORD APPEARANCES 503 by Albert Worrall 1921-35, 1936-38
BIGGEST WIN 92-2 v Keighley 30/4/86
HIGHEST ATTENDANCE 31,224 v St. Helens 14/3/53
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The Roughyeds
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Oldham struggled last season, in the latter
part of which they faced some heavy
defeats, including one at Hilton Park which
is reported below. Earlier in the season
however they had put in some creditable
displays, breaking Dewsbury in the Cup
and Barrow in the League. The Centurions
were given a severe test in April, when, in a
fast open game they only came out winners
by 6 points at Spotiand.

The Roughyeds are now back in their
home town, at Boundary Park. They have
made an excellent start to the new season
under player/coach, Oldham born, and ex

Leigher, Mike Ford. Our records are the same -
played 6, won 4. Ford coached Bramley last
season, and following their demise (at least for
the moment) he has brough some of their
players with him to Boundary Park - Mark
Sibson, the Gibson twins, Andy Proctor and
Tom O'Reilly. Other signings include ex-St
Helens winger Joey Hayes, signed from
Salford, together with Wes Rogers. Pat Rich
and Mark Campbell from Keighley, Kevin
Mannion and Chris Holland from Rochdale.
These together with some experienced players
from last season, such as Les Casey and
Jason Clegg, give Ford a much stronger
squad than they had last year.
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LEIGH CENTURIONS 66 OLDHAM 6 (8/8/99)

ANTHONY Murray and Andy Fairclough are
back with a bang and showing Leigh just
what they’ve been missing for the past few
weeks. Murray, back after a three-match
ban and Fairclough fit again after missing
seven games with a shoulder injury, were
the inspirations as Leigh came within a
whisker of taking the outright leadership of
the Northern Ford Premiership.

Hooker Murray led poor Oldham a merry dance,
scoring three tries himself and helping set up
half a dozen more as Leigh piled on the points.
While loose-forward Fairclough slotted neatly
straight back into the action, collected two tries
and again proved he's the best link player Leigh
have got between backs and forwards. Overall,
Leigh were as good as their word.

“We set ourselves two targets,” revealed coach
lan Miliward. “We wanted to restrict them to no
more than six points and for us to score as
many points as possible. | think 66 is a fair total;
I'm sure the England cricket team would like to
get as many runs as that! “To be honest
Oldham are not a very good side but we did a
professional job, especially in the second half
when we really stepped up a gear.” Leigh had
the match in their pockets by half time with a
commanding 28-0 lead but it was only after the
break that they really turned it on to take their
tries tally to 12 in the match and give their
points difference a real boost.

Oldham might feel aggrieved at the one-sided
penalty count of 9-2 but really they were their
own worst enemies with any number of cheap



shots doing them no credit. It took Leigh 11
minutes to open the flocdgates - but when they
did the points came in torrents. Fittingly it was
Murray who started the avalanche, sprinting out
of dummy half and scoring from 40 metres for
Paul Wingfield to add on the extras. Oldham
were restricted to a few fleeting attacks but one
of them brought out the tackle of the day, Leigh
full-back Stuart Donlan turning and catching
Adie Meade in astonishing fashion. But after
that it was all Leigh.

Jamie Kennedy spun out of three half-hearted
tackles to collect number two; Wingfield
seized on an Oldham error after Ken Kerr had
trickled a kick to the corner; Fairclough
muscled his way over for another and in
stoppage time subs Dave Ingram and Paul
Norman laid on Murray's second try. With
Danny Webster sin-binned for dissent, Leigh
really made Oldham pay for being a man
short, scoring three more tries in the opening
nine minutes of the second half. Phil Kendrick
crossed twice to pass 100 points for the
season and some intelligent play by the
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CRAIG BARKER

Local halfback or hooker who was not always a
first choice in'98 but never lets the side down
when selected.

KEITH BRENNAN

A late entrant into the pro ranks, Keith played
for Higginshaw and Shaw Rhines before
impressing as an amateur for Oldham towards
to end of the 1999 season. Did enough to be
offered a contract for 2000 at the age of 25. An
extremely accomplished scrum-half who is
expected to push player-coach Mike Ford all the
way for the No 7 jersey.

impressive Kerr sent Fairclough in for his
second.

By now Leigh were in cruise control and virtually
scoring at will. Kennedy and Street had been
withdrawn to save them for the battles ahead
but there was no letting up. Kerr got his reward
when Kieron Purtill's clever play set him up for a
try at the corner and then the Aussie’s long
break laid Murray’s third on a plate. Ingram
went clear to send in the supporting Donlan and
young sub Mick Higham finished it all off with a
12th try at the foot of the posts to give Wingfield
his ninth successful kick.

Oldham's only reply came from a try by Meade,
improved by Danny Brown.

Leigh: Donlan, Wingfield, Kendrick, Kerr,
Halliwell, Arkwright, Purtill, Street, Murray,
Whittle, Cruickshank, Kennedy, Fairclough.
Subs: (all used): Pucill, Ingram, Norman,
Higham.

Attendance: 1691.

VISITorS
Oldham
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MARK CAMPBELL

Back row forward signed from Keighley
Cougars. Oldham wanted to sign Mark last
season but have finally got their man. Another
player for whom big things are expected.

LEO CASEY

Now at the veteran stage, Leo returned to
Oldham last season and has resigned for this
years campaign. Has represented Ireland at
International level. This tough prop forward was
delighted to be named Captain for last seasons
campaign and his performances were
outstanding. Leads from the front and usually



FOR GREAT
VALUE AND
FRIENDLY
STAFF YOU

Ellesmere Street, Leigh Higher Fold Estate,
MONDAY-SATURDAY 8am-8pm Higher Fold
SUNDAY | 0am-4pm 8am-10pm 7 Days
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|ARE PROUD TO-SUPPOBT LEIGH-CENTURIONS
THROUGHOUT THE 1999 SEASON

PROFESSIONALS IN CONTRACT PEST CONTROL |

Maintenance Programmes
Rodent Control
Insect Control

Bird Proofing Systems
Suppliers of Electronic Fly Killers and Fly Screens

DOMESTIC PEST CONTROL

Fleas

Wasps
And all crawling insects
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plays 80 minutes, which is a rarity in today's
modern game.

JASON CLEGG

Formerly a Bradford Bull this prop had a
barnstorming season for the Roughyeds last
year. ‘Cleggy’ is becoming a favourite with the
Oldham spectators and is a member of a very
consistent front row.

PETER FERRIS

Like Brennan, another former Higginshaw player
and another late recruit into the pro ranks.
Toured Australia with BARLA under-19s and
represented BARLA under-23s, but then left the
sport to concentrate on his career in computers,
only returning at the age of 25 when Ford
spotted him playing at centre for Dukinfield RU
Club. Played hooker or loose-forward in his
younger days.

KEVIN FITZPATRICK

A full-back who made his name with
Saddleworth Rangers. Became the Rangers first
choice and regular No 1 at the age of 19 and
turned pro for Oldham at the age of 20.

Recently celebrated his 21st while studying fora .

degree in journalism and the media. Hopes to
make the headlines as well as write them.
MIKE FORD

A scrum-half who has been making the right
sort of headlines all his sporting life. Played for
Wigan at Wembley when only 19. Also starred
for Leigh, Oldham, Castleford, Warrington,
Wakefield and South Queensland Crushers.
Toured Down Under with Great Britain in 1988.
Coached Bramley to mid-table respectability in
1999 before fanding the Oldham job - at the
third attempt - to fulfil a sporting ambition.
ANTHONY GIBBONS

Signed with his twin brother, David, from
Bramley this close season. Anthony can play
anywhere in the backs but will be hoping to
make the centre spot his own.

DAVID GIBBONS

Signed with his twin Anthony from Bramley. Can
play anywhere in the backs but will be hoping to
impress at stand off. David is very talented and
began his career at Leeds.

DANNY GUEST

This 22 year old, 18 stone, prop was an up-and-
coming youngster with the Bears. He played for
the Roughyeds in the new club’s first ever and
historic game at Rochdale on January 1, 1998
but then joined Keighley on a round-robin return
to the Roughyeds via Lancashire Lynx.

JOEY HAYES

A young winger who has crammed a lot into his
relatively short spell as a pro. Made his name

. with St Helens, for whom he played in a Regal

Trophy final and a Super League Premiership
final to earn a place on the Great Britain tour
squad which went to New Zealand, Fiji, and
Papua New Guinea in 1996. Suffered a setback
with a serious knee injury, but fought back to
play 11 Super League games with Salford Reds
in 1999.

CHRIS HOLLAND

Aged 21 and a product of the youth game in
Wigan, Chris has played for England and Great
Britain Students and took the man-of-the-match
award in England’s defeat by New Zealand at
Hull in the last World Cup. Equally at home at
centre or in the back row.

JOHN HOUGH

John will go down in the ‘new’ clubs history
books as the first player to officially sign for the
Roughyeds. A bright future is predicted for the
ex-Warrington hooker who is renowned for his
hard work and sportsmanship. Has been
consistently outstanding for the Roughyeds and
is one of the divisions form hookers.

DAVE LEWIS

Another big prop and a native of Doncaster, he
played trials in the newly-formed Alliance team
in 1999 and did enough to earn a senior spot at
Doncaster in mid-seasons. Later signed a
contract, but spent the remainder of that first
term leamning his trade in the reserves.

KEVIN MANNON

Another wiganer, 22 year old Kevin is a ball
playing loose-forward, who made his senior
debut with Rochdale Hornets when only 16.
Starred for the Hornets Academy and Alliance
sieds, but then concentrated on his studies at



Lancsater University. Played for England and
Great Britain Students, for whom he has toured
Australia and played France.

AIDE MEAD

Product of Oldham Bears Academy this utility
back is a handy member of the Roughyeds
squad. Has played on the wing and at full back
last season and has been very consistent.

JOE MCNICHOLAS

This young winger is one of the most exciting
prospects in the new First Division.Having
“turned down an offer from Bradford Bulls, Joe
was unfortunate to miss most of ‘98 after
breaking his leg in the early season. Rochdale
born, he is armed with pace and a great side
step.

CRAIG MILNER

A young hooker, Craig played open-age rugby
with Higginshaw while only 17 and also turned
out for junior sides at Saddleworth. Had trials in
the clubs first Alliance side and impressed
sufficiently not only to win a contract, but to carry
off the Alliance team's player of the year award in
1999. Hard working and a tenacious tackler.
CHRIS NAYLOR

A young prop formerly with the Academy sides
at St Helens and Salford. Big and strong, Chris
played for England in the last Students World
Cup, becoming the only English player to be
named afterwards in an imaginary World XIil.
Also played for Great Britain against the Aussies
at Students level where he confirmed Mike
Ford’s interest.

TOM O'REILLY

An international for Papua New Guinea, 25 year
old Tom is an Aussie with an lrish Passport. Can
play stand-off or loose-for and equally well, but
will be earmarked by Ford for the No 13 jersey.
In line to play for PNG in next year's Lincoln
World Cup. First recommended to Ford by
Darryl van de Velde. Ford, then coach of
Bramley, was not disappointed.

ANDY PROCTOR

Andy has returned to the club to play for Mike
Ford, who was his coach last season at

Bramley. Procky can play at prop or in the back
row and with his professional attitude to training
will be a valuable addition to this season’s
team.

PAT RICH

Signed from Keighley Cougars in the close
season. Pat is a promising young centre who
played for England in the recent Student’s
World Cup. He has the drive, ambition and
ability to have a really big season.

WES ROGERS

Wes signed from Swinton Lions in the close
season. Wes is very pleased to have signed for
his home team, not least because his family are
all fanatics! Can play anywhere in the forwards
and is major boost to the Roughyeds pack.
GRAEME SHAW

Hard working back row forward signed from
Bradford Bulls. Became the 'new’ clubs first
international in October 1998 playing for
Scotland. Always guaranteed 100%
commitment from Graeme.

MARK SIBSON

Major pre-season signing for the Roughyeds. A
lot is expected from this goal kicking full-back.
Although he played 2 games for Huddersfield
Giants in the Super League last season most of
his performances were for Bramley.

IAN SINFIELD

Local lad, lan signed for and played Super
League rugby with Salford before joining
Roughyeds in 1998. Had a brief stint in France
in the early part of 1999 before returning to the
club, finishing the season and re-signing for
2000. A back row for and who tackles hard, run
strongly and uses the ball intelligently wide cut.
NATHAN VARLEY

Started most games from the subs bench last
season but was still one of the clubs top
tacklers. This ex-Bradford back rower had his
season ruined by an ankle injury picked up on
New Years Day at Rochdale. returned to his
tackling best but was unlucky again when
injuring his wrist against Rochdale! Will be
hoping a new season brings more luck.
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COMERCIAL VEHICLE - REPAIRS - INSURANCE WORK - PAINTING
REFURBISHMENT - RECOVERY - SPECIAL PROJECTS

PRINT SHOP LANE - ATHERTON - M46 9BJ
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Telephone: 01942 607310 Fax: 01942 269211

123 BRADSHAWGATE - LEIGH
LANCASHIRE WN7 4ND

TEL: 01942 607310 - FAX: 01942 269211

NIGHT CLUB AND
CABARET BAR
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LEIGH CENTURIONS 28 WAKEFIELD WILDCATS 40

13/02/00

INDIGNANT Leigh Centurions will take
some convincing that they weren’t meant to
take a prized Super League scalp.

Certainly the majority of a near 4,000 Hilton Park
crowd will feel that the outcome of this epic Silk
Cut Challenge Cup fourth round tie was
decided by the man in the middle, not the
respective teams. Referee Stuart Cummings,
probably the most experienced official in the
game, made a series of contentious decisions,
all against Leigh and which ultimately cost the
Centurions a place in history as the first
Northern Ford team to KO a Super League side.
His seventh minute sin-binning of Adam Bristow
for holding down damaged Leigh's chances
after they had swept into a 6-2 lead. While he
was off the Wildcats pounced for 12 points.

In the second half the magnificent Heath
Cruckshank had a try disallowed for a double
movement and second row partner Simon
Baldwin had another four points wiped out
when he was ruled offside after Kieron Purtill's
kick had struck Wakefield defender Bright

And if that wasn't enough Wakefield were
awarded a Francis Maloney try from what was a
clear forward pass from Bobbie Goulding.

No wonder Centurions boss lan Millward was
seething afterwards when he took a swipe at
Cummings’ performance.

“Let’'s make no bones about it,” he said.
“Dubious refereeing decisions cost us the
match. “It was a quick-gun reaction to sin-bin
Bristow so early and was a rule the referee
never used again in the whole game. That
decision alone cost us 12 points.”

Those 12 points were ultimately the Wildcats
winning margin. It was rough on Leigh who
deserved better than that.

“Some 50-50 decisions did go our way,”
Wildcats coach Andy Kelly conceded.

The big difference between the sides was the
tremendous goalkicking of Steve McNamara
who landed eight from eight, the first coming as
early as the second minute.

But Leigh's refreshing approach and willingness
to run the ball always had them in with a
chance. They went 6-2 up when Dave Whittle's
break and Purtill's keen support play sent Mick
Higham steaming under the posts for a try
converted by Paul Wingfield.

4 While Bristow was kicking his heels in the bin,
y the Wildcats took a firm grip on things with

close range tries fro Francis Stephenson and
Ryan Hudson.

But when Leigh were back to their full
compliment, they gave as good as they got and
slugged it out try for try.

Bristow and Phil Kendrick carved out an
opening for Alan Cross and he finished from 50

| metres out; a Goulding bomb took a wicked

bounce and sub Adam Hughes collected the
first of two tries and then Kendrick himself went
over to round off a breathless first 40 minutes at
20-20.

Between disallowed tires by Cruckshank and
Baldwin, Maloney contentious score restored
Wakefield's lead and when a Goulding chip kick

| created another score for Neil Law, lesser sides



4 MEDWAY
ENGINEERING

Installation & Service Specialists

of Commercial Glass & Dishwashers,
Catering Equipment & Chemical
Dispense Control.

7 WOODLANDS AVENUE, Tel: 01942 203628
LEIGH, LANCS. WN7 3HL. Fax: 01942 704698

Expert Sorutions For ExacTing
SPECIFICATIONS . . .

.| GLAZING SYSTEMS | Seatants
| RooFiNG SysTems L | Car Park SysTems
SteriLE CoATINGS [ ] FLooRING ADHESIVES
|| InousTriAL FLoor Coatings [ | INDUSTRIAL SEALANTS & ADHESIVES

TREMCO

Tremco Limited (European Headquarters)
393 Edinburgh Avenue, Slough SL1 4UF UK
Tel: 01753 631696 fax: 01753 822640
Tremco Limited (European Manufacturing Centre)
Coupland Rd, Hindley Green, Wigan WN2 4HT
Tel: 01942 258011 Fax: 01942 521923

A company approved te 35 EN IS0 9002

An lem Company




THE
MICK MARTYN SUITE

Bookings are now being taken for the suite.
From Weddings to Dinner Dances, discos to cabaret evenings, and business
meetings, the Mick Martyn Suite is the place in town to transform your event.

We also boast of our new conference facilities.
The suite can be partitioned into three separate rooms for meetings,
seminars and business dinners. There is no room hire charge for any
parties having food included in their function, buffet, or sit down meal.

For further information about the facility ring

(01942) 743743




might have crumbled.

Not Leigh.

Again showing remarkable resilience and belief
they stung Wakefield with two tries in four
minutes from Alan Hadcroft and Cruckshank to
close the gap to just four points at 28-32.

As a classic tie reached fever pitch the cool-
headed McNamara knocked over a 70th minute
penalty and right at the death added the extras

to Hughes'’ second try which came over a Leigh
pass had gone to ground.

Leigh: Donlan; Kendrick, Cross, Anderson,
Windfield; Fairclough, Purtill; Street, Higham,
Whittle, Cruckshank, Baldwin, Bristow. Subs (all
used): Murray, Hadcroft, Norman, Bowker.

Attendance: 3810.

Mick Higham draws in Martin Masella
before moving ball

" Adam Bristow on the break




AT THE END OF THE GAME...

Heath Cruckshank comes off to
great reception in latter stages of game

Dave Whittle shows his disappointment

Disconsolate Anthony Murray

Leigh crowd show their appreciation
of great performance
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HAD AN ACCIDENT?

FREE ACCIDENT LINE

0800 216056

9am - 10pm Seven days a week

20 KING STREET 231 CHURCH LANE
LEIGH LOWTON
(01942) 673311 (01942) 724409

63 MARKET STREET
WESTHOUGHTON

(01942) 816515

Branches also at:

Bolton, Warrington, Atherton




(COOKE & COMPANY ]

ESTATE AGENTS, LAND AGENTS
& AUCTIONEERS

For further information contact

Simon Cooke or
Helen Wilson

E-mail: cookeand company(@talk21.com
51 Lord Street  Leigh ¢ Lancs ©« WN7 IBY
Tel: (01942) 603000 ¢ Fax: (01942) 603442

Volex

VOLEX POWERCORDS

Would like to wish
Leigh Rugby every success

Leigh Commerce Park
Greenfold Way
Leigh
Lancashire WN7 3XJ

Tel: 01942 685200
Fax: 01942 606450

01204 535443

Try ESE and you'll
be converted!!

Queen Street (Corner of Br

01942 671822

iz
B ), Leigh =]

Pt
OPEN Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 9am-6pm Saturday 9am-5pm Sunday (Bolton only) 10am-3pm Wi~rrrem|
Bolton branch open every Sunday 10am till 3pm. Or fax any enquiry - 01204 366707 l e




TODAY’S

MASGOT

JAMIE BAMFORD

Age 6 years old tomorrow (Monday)

He attends Newton West Park School

His hobbies are: like Parky Pig he rides a quad bike,
he loves his rugby being a staunch.

Supporter of Leigh Centurions.

His favourite players are:
Timmy Street and Anthony Murray.
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DON BOYLE

Our best wishes go out to Don Boyle for a speedy
recovery, Don went to the Whitehaven match 5 weeks
ago and has not been home since. Unfortunately he was
walking along the terraces when his ankle gave way. After the
match he returned to Bolton for an X-ray. He was transferred
from Bolton General to Withington Hospital and has been
down to the operating theatre 2 or 3 times.

Don, for those who don'’t know him, is a grafter behind the
scenes at LRLC, helping to raise funds and always at the club
on match days. We are really missing him.

Get well soon Don
from all your friends, players and staff at the Rugby Club.
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RepsonalisetgBricls

For anyone having purchased a ‘brick’ last like to please put your details on a sheet of

year and waiting patiently - thank you! paper and bring in to the Club Shop - the cost
is £20.00 per brick.

We have now been given the go ahead to start

using the bricks, so the work will begin shortly. May | take this opportunity to thank all the
people who have kindly waited for our process

If anyone still hasn't reserved a brick and would to begin.
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Some thoughts by Brian Wood on the

future of the Challenge Cup.
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On the way home from windy Workington
last two weeks ago, we were able to tune in
to the last part of the game down the road
at Whitehaven. Whilst eulogising over the
performance of the home side the
commentator remarked that this no surprise
as every player would be desperate to play
at the JJB stadium the following week in the
Challenge Cup. Seven days later and on the
wrong end of a 98-4 thrashing, | wonder if
they still felt that way?

During the mid to late nineties we Leigh
supporters had to suffer numerous days of
frustration and disappointment but for me the
worst has to be February 15th 1998. Perhaps it
was just that, yet again, our opponents at Hilton
Park were Sheffield Eagles; they brought precious
few supporters with them and the match hardly
excited the locals either as a paltry crowd of just
1391 turned up. Yet Sheffield were from the Super
League and this was the Cup, arguably Rugby
League's most famous competition. Somehow
you just knew we were in for a thrashing and so it
proved, 11- 66 in fact. | noticed over last weekend
that the RFL have spent £20,000 giving the old
trophy a facelift but ever since that miserable day
two years ago | have felt that the Cup needs a
more fundamental revamp than that.

Of course the final continues to be a gala
occasion and news earlier this week suggests
that this year's move to Murrayfield will be a
huge success. The national TV exposure is also
vital for our game and last year's maiches
provided a feast of entertainment. However it
seems to me that the Cup as a competition is
one of the real casualties of the Murdoch era.
Let's consider some facts.

For the majority of Super League clubs the Cup
could be considered something of a nuisance.
Of course, it's alright if you progress to the later
rounds but what if you're unlucky enough to go
out in the first round as Wigan (twice) and
Leeds amongst others have done in recent
seasons? Players who have been prepared for
a major performance are then left kicking their
heels for at least a month before their season
restarts. Attendances in the early rounds have
hardly been startling; the low turnout at Odsal
last Saturday merely continued the trend of
recent seasons, even the attendances for the
big games failing to match that for the same
Super League fixture. Moreover, the Super
League seems happy to promote its own Grand
Final as the RL occasion of the year.

“Stuff the Super League” | hear you say, but
what about our own NFP teams? Does the
promise of bit of extra cash outweigh the
damage to the game's credibility caused by
results like last weekend's at Wigan and Hull?
There are still some cracking games where the
teams are evenly matched, such as our own
game with Widnes last season, but where are
the shocks that a genuine knock out
competition thrives on? Well, there still are
“shock” results but these are more at the other
end as increasingly well organised amateurs
inflict defeats on NFP opposition.

If we accept the above, what is to be done?
Perhaps the competition should be in groups
with the top teams going through to the next
round or quarter finals etc?

This would certainly suit the Super League
clubs who would have more competitive fixtures
before their season begins. It would also avoid



PACIFIC

FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

NEW CARS « USED CARS ¢ LCV'S

MOTABILITY SPECIALIST (home visits arranged)

SERVICE DEPARTMENT < BODYSHOP ¢ PARTS DEPARTMENT
FINANCE AVAILABLE

3 YEARS WARRANTY ON ALL NEW PEUGEOTS*
(*60,000 miles or 3 years whichever is sooner)

FREE INSURANCE ON SELECTED MODELS

AFTER THE GAME OF YOUR LIFE...
...COME AND HAVE THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE

PACIFIC PEUGEOT, BRIDGEMAN ST,
BOLTON, BL3 6BS
TEL: 01204 362747
FAX: 01204 395108




SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES

S

R 1

Corporate hospitality now plays a major part alall"lsportlné venues, thus»al!owlng cclljpa-
nies and individuals the opportunity of comblnlng business w!th,pleasure :

‘re

just come along with your guests and enjoy a great. day out

EXECUTIVE MATCHDAY SPONSORSHIP £940 lnc. VATw V‘Lfe
This package is to sponsor a game of your choice at Hilton Park Thewpackage oons ists of: -
10 Directors Seats; 4 Car Park Passes; Three Course Meal with wine; Free Bar " ’ Lo
Complimentary Programme; Man of the Match chosen and presented by the Sponsor after: Ihe game
Presentation to the Sponsor; After Match Buffet i :
Your advertising package includes: Lo
Matchday Programme Advertisement; Mentions on the PA. System; Mentlon the front of theProgramme

ENTERTAINMENT PACKAGE £27 per person (inc VAT) o
Why not enjoy a special day out at a match of your choice. Three course meal wnth win diuri“i‘ﬁbﬁrsmp
of the players’ lounge for the day S TR T R

LEln Cemurions
Glub Shop

Call in now to see the ‘New’ Centurions clothing

ChildrensFleece Tops . ......... .. i, £15.99
AdultFleece TOpS. . . ..o i £24.99
Childrens Waterproof Jackets. . . ........ ... ... ... ... .... £17.99
Childrens Polo Shirts . ............ ... ... .. ... . . .. £7.50
Adults PoloShirts . . ... ... ... £14.99
BaseballCaps . .......... .. £5.00
BobCaps. . ... £4.00
SCaAIVES . ot £6.25
Replica Shirts (Home & Away) . ........ ... ... ... ......... £39.99

Open Mon to Fri: 9am-5pm Sat: 9am-1pm Tel: 01942 743743




the problem caused by an early exit due to the
vagaries of the draw.

“Stuff the Super League” | hear you say again.
As for our NFP clubs, what we need is a
competition that there is a genuine hope of
winning with a prize big enough to make it
worthwhile. There's no doubt that when
something realistic is at stake and the prospect
is of a reasonably even contest, the public will
turn out. Look at the attendances at some of the
BARLA cup finals and, whilst some people may
scoff at the rather convoluted Trans-Pennine cup
competition, when it was first contested two
years ago, the final produced Batley's biggest
crowd for years. (It will also add extra interest to
this afternoon’s clash between Leigh and
Oldham.) Two years ago the Silk Cut plate
competition semi-final attracted over 5000
people to Hilton Park because the prize a
possible trip to Wembley. Now the plate

smacked of a second chance for losers, but
some sort of genuine competition with a final as,
say a curtain raiser to the Cup Final, would give a
real boost to the lower echelons of the game,
BARLA included.

Rumours emanating from Red Hall Lane
suggest that some rethinking is certainly being
done. It will not be easy to integrate such a
change into the season and it is certainly easier
to identify problems than to solve them but that
shouldn’t prevent us from having a go.

PS. The thoughts behind this article have been
circulating in my head for quite a while. Trust the
Centurions to nearly make me eat my words
with last week'’s great performance. | thank
them for making me yet again proud to be a
Leyther, but if you think | should now change my
mind, tell that to the supporters of Featherstone,
Hunslet, Whitehaven and the rest.
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Wm. Santus & Co. Ltd. The Toffee Works, Dorning Street, Wigan. Lancs. WNI1 1HE
Tel: 01942 243 464 Fax: 01942 323 023 www.uncle-joes.com unclejoe@unclejoes.com

STALL 22g WIGAN MARKET HALL
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Match Reports

LEIGH ALLIANCE 26 KEIGHLEY COUGARS ALLIANCE 4

Match abandoned after 51 minutes
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Perhaps fate was against this game from
the start as Keighley arrived at Hilton Park
just five minutes before the scheduled kick-
off time. After consultation with the referee,
the game finally got underway twenty
minutes late.

Their lack of preparation didn’t seem to affect
Keighley too much with many of their players
trying to impress on-looking first team coach
Karl Harrison. Barely a minute into the game,
the Cougars struck when a smart passing move
ended with Chris Kirk slicing through the
defence. Although the kick was slightly to the
right of the posts, it would be classed relatively
straightforward to most marksmen. Scrum half
Robinson (who was in for a tough evening)
however, sent his attempt well wide.

Leigh replied four minutes later when Hilton
opened the defence and former Wigan fullback
Taberner put Platt over in the corner. Wingfield
showed Robinson how it was done with a
towering conversion from the left touchline.

The Centurions increased their lead to 12-4
after ten minutes when Dickinson scored from
an outrageous forward pass that somehow
went unnoticed by all three game officials.

Keighley had their moments and things looked
ominous for the home side when a good build up
saw the Cougars attain excellent field positions.
With the Leigh defence exposed, visiting stand off
Calvert lost possession and Dickinson blazed 85
metres to punish the mistake.

Surprisingly, Wingfield missed the kick, but the

prop enjoyed another fine game and it was from
his barnstorming run that the next try came.

Graeme Close, again a major influence for his
team, was twice involved in the movement that
ended with Stuart Dickinson completing his
treble. It was fair to say that the centre was
back to his best following a couple of indifferent
performances in recent weeks.

With the Cougars on the backfoot. Chris
Causey was introduced to the game and the
former Warrington man impressed with the sort
of hard running and hitting usually reserved for
Heath Cruckshank in the first team.

Although there were no further additions to the
score in the first period, (mainly due to a more
resolute defensive performance by their
opponents) Leigh continued to grind down
Keighley with James Arkwright working hard
from loose forward.

At 22-4 the Cougars had a lot to do, but shortly
after the second half started, Leigh swept in for
another try. Causey stretching over following an
enthralling chip and chase from Close.

With Leigh looking to increase their lead there
was suddenly a droning noise and the
floodlights faded, plunging the stadium into
darkness. Although efforts were made to restore
lighting, the referee abandoned the game,
almost laughably, the floodlights kicked up
again but it was too late and this game will have
to be replayed later in the season.

David Parkinson
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ALLIANGE 2000 - 18T DIVISION
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January Wed 5th Rochdale Hornets H 7.30pm
Sat 15th Whitehaven Warriors H 2.30pm
Sat 22th Barrow Border Raiders A 2.30pm
Thur 27th Featherstone Rovers A 7.30pm
February Wed 2nd Widnes Vikings H 7.30pm
Wed 9th Keighley Cougars H 7.30pm
Thur 17th Oldham A 7.30pm
Sat 26th Workington Town A 2.30pm
March Wed 1st Hunslet Hawks H 7.30pm
Wed 15th Batiey Bulidogs H 7.30pm
Wed 22nd Featherstone Rovers H 7.30pm
Wed 29th Widnes Vikings A 7.30pm
April Wed 5th Keighley Cougars A 7.30pm
Sat 15th Workington Town H 2.30pm
29th Blank Wekend - Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final
May Wed 3rd Hunslet Hawks A 7.30pm
Thur 11th Rochdale Hornets A 7.30pm
Sat 20th Whitehaven Warriors A 2.30pm
Sat 27th Barrow Border Raiders H 2.30pm
Wed 31th Oldham H 7.30pm
June Sat 10th Batley Bulldogs A 2.30pm
24th Whitehaven H 2.30pm
July 1st Top Five Play Off
22nd Grand Final Play Off Final

LEIGH
HARRIERS arirc ¢

LEIGH HARRIERS ARLFC HISTORY (1988 - PRESENT) é
This year we are currently occupying 2nd place of the
3rd Division of the NWCARL and looking very good for promotion.

If anoyone is willing to sponsor Leigh Harriers for the forthcoming season we
would be very grateful. If they would contact Frank Greenwood - Club Secretary
on 01942 674971.

Also we would like to wish Leigh Centurions
all the best for the forthcoming season.
Andrew & Dennis Westwell.




HOPRY League Wall of [FIme

The second of two recently
appointed members to the
Hall of Fame was

DEREK HURT

Derek was born at Clifton, a small
village in Cumbria, between
Cockermouth and Workington.

He attended Cockermouth Grammar
School, and, on leaving school, played for
Cockermouth Rugby Union Football Club,
from where, in 1953, he signed for Leigh.

Whilst he was playing at Leigh, he took
up an apprenticeship in mine surveying in the
Wigan Coalfield, and eventually became a
schoolteacher at Manchester Road School.

Derek made his debut for Leigh first team in
1955.

He played in the Lancashire Cup Final in
October 1955 against St Helens at Central Park,
Wigan, and obtained a runners-up medal in the
Lancashire Cup in 1963 at Swinton. He also
acquired a runners-up medal for finishing in
second place in Division 2 of the Rugby League.

Derek was also a member of the Leigh
teams which took part in the Rugby League
Challenge Cup Semi-Finals in 1957 and 1959;
against Barrow at Central Park, Wigan, and in
the re-play at Swinton in 1957, and also against
Wigan, at Swinton, in 1959.

A
Back
Derek Hurt, Walter Tabern, Billy Kindon, Stan Owen, Mick

e 3 ::-,g -‘ .. :
N 1 j%s
LAY G h

Row (left to right): Bill Robinson, Peter Foster (captain),

Martyn. Front Row: Joe Hosking, Jack Gibson, Brian
Chadwick, Ted Toohey, Brian Fallon, Billy Atherton.

He also played for his county, then
Cumberland, three times.

Derek was transferred to Swinton, where he
played in the 1964/65 and 1965/66 seasons,
and whilst at Swinton, obtained a losers medal
in the Lancashire Cup against St Helens at
Central Park, Wigan.

After retiring, Derek took up coaching duties
at Swinton and also at Leigh at a later stage.

On completely retiring from his activities in
the game, he obtained a degree at Salford
College of Technology, and took up a post as a
lecturer at the University of Manchester Institute
of Technology from where he has now retired to
live in Saddleworth.

In the Wakefield programme we featured
Neil Fox, currently one of only ten players
elected to the Hall of Fame

Nominations are invited from Rugby League
supporters to help elect three more players to the
Hall of Fame. They should send in three
nominations by 1st March 2000 to: Hall of Fame,
Millennium Induction, The Rugby Football League,
Red Hall, Red Hall Lane, Leeds, LS17 8NB.

To be eligible, a player must have played in
professional British Rugby League for at least
ten years, and his professional playing
careers must have ended by 1st October
1995.

The ten members of the Hall of Fame are: W
Batten, B Bevan, B Boston, N Fox, A Murphy, J
Parkin, G Risman, A Rosefeld, J Sullivan and H
Wagstaff.






TERRY BRIAN
WYNN SIMPSON

Chairman and Secretary of the
Rugby League Support Group
in the European Parliament.

Promoting Rugby League

in Europe
Can be contacted at Can be contacted at
Lakeside Gilbert Wakefield House
Alexandra Park 67 Bewsey Street
Prescot Road Warrington
St. Helens WA10 3TT WA2 7JQ
Tel: 01744 451609 Tel: 01925 654074
Fax: 01744 29832 Fax: 01925 654077
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HBOUEST Board

If anyone has a request or a Birthday they would like to hear mentioned over the PA
system then we would like to know.

Please use the slip below and hand it into the bar.
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Billy Batten

Born May 26th, 1889
Died January 26th, 1959
Playing career  1907-1927
Clubs Hunslet, Hull,

Wakefield Trinity, Castleford
Caps Great Britain 10

England 15
Yorkshire 19
Australasian tour 1910

Admitted to Hall of Fame October 24th, 1988

Whilst Harold Wagstaff was the presiding
genius of his era Billy Batten was
unquestionably the personality
player of the period. One of the
most charismatic characters in the
game’s history, Batten's
appearance in any game was
guaranteed to put thousands on
the gate.

Batten, as powerful and
devastating a centre as the sport
has nurtured, began his career with
Hunslet in 1907 and in his first full
season (1907/08) shared in his
club’s historic performance of
becoming the first team to win All
Four Cups. In 1913 he
sensationally transferred to Hull for
£600 - double the previous record.
His match pay was reputedly £14,
a stupendous figure for the time.

Renowned for his spectacular habit
of hurdling over tacklers, Batten
became the idol of the Boulevard
and the game’s biggest box-office
attraction. He played with Hull until
1924 before joining Wakefield
Trinity and ended his playing days
with Castleford in 1927.

Always a controversial figure,
Batten went on the first
Australasian tour in 1910 but
injuries and refusal to trial cost him

certain tours in 1914 and 1920. His test career
covered thirteen years whilst his county career
for Yorkshire spanned eighteen years (1908-26).
Although one of the game’s finest centres,
eighteen of his twenty-five internationals saw
him on the wing.

FIRST-CLASS DEBUT
February 9th, 1907
Hunslet v Barrow
LAST GAME

April 9th, 1927
Castleford v Hull KR
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THE EARLY DAYS

The young Des Drummond was s superb
athlete at school; but the thought of being
any kind of rugby player, let alone a world
class one, never once crossed his mind.

From being about 12 years old Des had an
almost fanatical love and natural ability for
sport. He took part in all his school’s activities -
cricket, football, gymnasium, athletics.

He was good at them all but he excelled in
sprinting, long jump and high jump. So
outstanding was he on the athletic colours and
represented Bolton in the Lancashire School's
high jump.

Even in his tender years he had that quality
and dedication which many sportsmen never
managed to achieve in a lifetime.

But he still showed only a vague interest in
Rugby League. He had one or two games with
the older boys in his school team but was
written off - as he almost was at Leigh - for
being too small.

On leaving school it looked as if judo would
be the sport to claim the multi-talented
Drummond. In 1974 he became Bolton Judo
Club's N.W. Area Champion and won the N.W.

Area
Championship.
A year later he
was runner-up
in the British
Judo
Association
Championship
and in 1978
was the British
Judo
Association
N.W. Area
bronze
medallist.

But class - s
will always out! > ~Z
And when Des
followed
brother Alva to
Leigh it was /
obvious that
Rugby League was HIS sport.

Rugby League's gain has been many other
sport's loss.

ALMOST GIVEN AWAY!

Des Drummond proved himself to be one of
the finest wingers in the world and yet his
club Leigh came so desperately close to
giving him away!

The club decided that Des was unlikely to
make the grade in professional Rugby League
and that it would be better if they scrapped his
registration.

Des pleaded to stay and a few days later he
was called-up to an injury hit Leigh side - and
scored a superb 75 yard solo try at Bradford.

That try signalled the turning point in a career
that not only saw Des emerge as the best winger
in Britain but one of the world's finest.

And that plea to be given another chance
saved Leigh from dropping one of the biggest
clangers in Rugby League history.

Within two years Des was stepping out for his
International debut for Great Britain's Under-24
side against France in front of his own Leigh fans
and since then his career was covered in glory.

Des fittingly scored a try in that match and
then touched down in his next two appearances
for Britain’s “Young Lions." He quickly gained
England recognition and who will ever forget how
dazzling Des saved Britain's pride and prestige
with two match clinching tries against the New
Zealand tourists in 1980.

Honour piled upon honour culminating in the
1984 Great Britain tour of Australia and New
Zealand. Although Britain didn't win a Test match
Des was certainly one player who could hold his
head up high and his performance had a host of
Australian clubs vying for his signature.



northern ford dealers
In a league of their own

northern ford dealers

official sponsors of the Northern Ford Premiership

DEALERS

ri




the seas
we’ll always
" |
the ball _

There's one radio station where sport is a permanent fixture. A radio station with more balls...cricket, football, tennis, golf,

and of course rugby. In fact, with up to the minute news of all the action, scores and results, when it comes to local sport
102.4 WISH FM just can't be beaten. Local sport, local news and the best music - it puts 102.4 WISH FM in a league of its own.

TWISH”

LOCAL SPORT KICKS OFF WITH 102.4 WISH FM




Yet, despite all the media attention, Des
never changed. He was always on hand with a
ready grin and a smile and only too
willing to sign scores of autographs for
the fans.

As a player and a television
Superstar Des has always been a
credit to the game of Rugby League.
He is one of the few players who could
put thousands on a gate simply by
being there and his devastating
finishing power and skill thrilled
everyone connected with the game.

Des has faced many battles in his
career and perhaps none more so than
when he battled against a serious leg
injury.

Des came up smiling to thrill
thousands more Rugby League fans
with his exhilarating play. Rugby
League was good to Des Drummond

but above all else Des Drummond has ¥

certainly been good
for Rugby League.

28TH APRIL 1982

On that unforgettable night, Leigh needing
just a draw to clinch the League
championship crown they had last worn so
proudly in 1906 - were stumbling through
one of their all-too-familiar “hiccup” phases.
At the interval bottom-of-the-table
Whitehaven, with only two League wins all
season, were to the stunned amazement of their
biggest
crowd in
years,
leading 4-1.
But
nothing
could
subdue the
chanting
cherry-and-
white army
of Leigh fans
who had
marched to
the
Recreation
Ground to
salute their
Champions.

They sang, they danced they cheered. They
basked in the unswerving belief that though
Leigh had hardly been a diamond mine of
treasure and triumph they did have a couple of
priceless jewels just waiting for that one magic
moment.

Glittering co-star John Woods set up the
chance in a million as he scythed through a
brittle defence, Drummond witching inside took
the perfect pass... and you can guess the rest.
His try set Leigh on course for a 13-4 victory
and bridged a 76 year championship gap.

It was the second time that season that
Drummond’s deeds had led to much weeping
and wailing over in Hull. That try, his 16th of a
memorable campaign, edged the Airlie Birds
into the runners-up spot. But back in February
Challenge Cup favourites Hull KR had also
been given the same treatment on their own
midden in a spectacular televised second round
tie. Drummond's astonishing crossfield run and
bone-shaking, try saving tackle on Steve
Hubbard was the point of no return which left
Rovers’ cupboard bare as Leigh edged a
dramatic 18-17 victory.

Des Drummond...try saving, try scorer. The
best in the business.



LEIGH LIFELINE
REQUIRE AGENTS

GOOD COMMISSION PAID

FREE / DISCOUNTED SEASON TICKET

CONTACT THE OFFICE FOR FURTHER DETAILS ON
01942 768861
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AVAILABLEAT || Wix '# '

L AL [ o, “‘
. Nze#sfgfoﬁrs .I “% ||?=zs.s;-l--. =
: OR BY
League Express | - RUghy League
WArIisEn ss

401835




TAKE YOUR TEST DRIVE TODAY AT
IDE SKOD

PEABODY STREET, BOLTON (01204) 520538




LEIGH LIFELINE
NEED YO‘JUR HELP

WIN £1 450 EVER WEEK FOR JUST 50P

AGENTS ALSO REQUlRED GOOD COMMISSION PAID,
READY MADE ROUNDS AVAILABLE

- CONTACT 01942 768861 NOW

Bird Quest MORAN’S
International|| T ROPHIES

New reptile room open. Great prices on
animals and all equipment incl books.

We stock reptiles, birds, fish and small
mammals. Good range of feods, cages and
all equipment.

Friendly advice freely given.
Open 6 days a week. Closed Wednesdays.

Check web page for special deals.

FOR EXPERT ADVISE CALL IN OR RING

01204 572332 |[EEERETT.

Telephone/Fax

www.birdquest-int.co.uk

62a Piocder Lane, Farmworih, Bolon 01942 674269




VERRY FISRWIGLE

Terry Fishwick has held a draw in which he raised £305 for a cuddly toy and away shirt,
and £40 for auctioning a Newcastle ball and scarf. Winning number for the draw was 610.
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Lol8.A. NOTIGE

The Next LISA Meeting will be on the 21st February {(Monday)

If any member still haven't paid their £60 for this season, would they kindly see Dave Peet or any
board member and sort out the payment as scon as possible, Thankyou.

The Annual
Bolton Spring Football Programme
and Memorabilia Fair

11AM TO 3.30PM
SUNDAY 5TH MARCH 2000

PROGRAMMES - BOOKS - AUTOGRAPHS - BADGES
TICKETS - PHOTOS - MAGAZINES - POSTCARDS
REFRESHMENTS AVAILABLE

BUY - SELL - EXCHANGE

EXCEL LEISURE CENTRE - LOWER BRIDGEMAN STREET - BOLTON (BEHIND COLLEGE)
Take Bury turn off on A666, towards Bolton, Leisure Centre on left after 200 yards.

For further details telephone: 01204 529284

LEIGH RUGBY GLUB

ON THE INTERNET
www. Ielghrugbyleague freeserve co. uk
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May we wish a warm welcome to all the
Oldham supporters who have made the short
journey down the M62 to Leigh for today’s
match. We hope you have an enjoyable
afternoon with us at Hilton Park and have a
safe journey home. It's good to see the
Roughyeds experiencing better fortunes once
again after their problems over the last
couple of years. We at Leigh know just how it
feels! | bet there is great relief amongst the
Oldham faithful at being able to be playing
back in Oldham this year. Boundary Park may
not have the wonderful Rugby League history
and the character of Watersheddings but it's
a very smart ground, and most of all it's
home. | know it was a very gracious offer
from arch rivals Rochdale to allow Oldham to
play at Spotland last year, but can you
imagine how we would have feit having to go
cap in hand to play in ‘Pie Lane’? It sends a
shudder down my spine just thinking about it.

Well, what about last weeks cup game against
Wakefield Pussycats (Oh sorry | meant
Wildcats). All that money spent on Super
League Superstars! There is no doubt in my
mind that all the real quality entertaining rugby
league was played by the Centurions. In fact,
the Rugby League Express report of the game
stated the following.

“Millward’s Leigh side fears no one, and plays
the game as it should be played, with a
refreshing, almost cavalier, willingness to keep
the ball alive at every opportunity. It was a tactic
that produced five superb tries..” The report goes
on to say it was a “wonderful game” | think those
words sum up the match and especially the
Leigh performance perfectly. Over the many
years | have been watching Leigh there are a few
games which will always stick in the mind. Last
weeks encounter will be another. In my view
despite defeat, it was one of the finest Leigh
performances | have had the privilege to watch.
Each and every one of the players and coaching
staff deserve the utmost credit for providing such
wonderful excitement. In fact, but for the odd bad

bounce and Wakefield having ‘Lady Luck’ (Or
was that Stuart Cummings?) on their side, we
would undoubtedly been celebrating a famous
victory. Or even if we had had the benefit of a big
screen or even ‘in goal judges’, the list of ifs and
buts could go on, but we were so so close.

There are two McDonald's Junior Centurions
events coming up which all members may be
interested in. On Thursday 24th February, there is
a members disco in the Mick Martyn Suite from
7.30pm. We hope to have some players there
and there will be the opportunity to win a ball
signed by the Leigh players and a framed sheet
of autographs from this year's team in a raffle.

Also there will be a McDonald’s Junior
Centurions coach trip to the away match with
Lancashire Lynx on Sunday 12th March. This
will as usual be free for members. To book you
will need to complete and return the application
form. Further details and forms can be collected
at the Tuck shop at today’s match.

Remember to come to the Tuck Shop under the
scoreboard to find out what today’s free offer
from McDonald’s is. Just present your
McDonald’s Junior Centurions membership
card at the Tuck Shop under the scoreboard to
collect your token. Then present the token and
your McDonald' Junior Centurion membership
card at the McDonald's store in Bradshawgate,
Leigh to receive your free offer.

Finally, for all of our young supporters, don't forget
to come to the Tuck Shop under the scoreboard to
vote for today McDonald's Junior Centurion man of
the Match. The presentation will be made to the
winning player in the Mick Martyn Suite immediately
after lan Millwards speech. Congratulations to last
weeks winner Heath Cruickshank. The vote was
very close at one state, until Heath put that ‘big hit’
on Steve Prescott over his own line in the second
half. Everyone seemed to enjoy that, apart from
Prescott of course. Word has it that his bones were
still rattling when he boarded the team coach for
the trip back to Wakefield.



On the

) O

Nl

by Jack Daniels

OVER to you Super League. Everybody else
has done their bit.

Gates have increased significantly both over
here and in Australia. Now it's down to the
British Super League clubs to keep that
momentum going when their season kicks off at
the beginning of March. The Northern Ford
Premiership is boasting an across-the-board
gate increase of over 65 per cent since they
resumed action on Boxing Day while the kick off
to the new Australian season brought the fans
out in their droves at a time of year when cricket
usually takes centre stage.

The early start Down Under - because of the
Olympics in September - didn’t deter the Aussie
fans.

Over 60,000 packed Stadium Australia for
the double-header between St George
lllawarra/Cronulla and Sydney
Roosters/Parramatta. The newest Aussie clubs -
Northern Eagles and Western Tigers - also
attracted big crowds to see their NRL debuts.

When Super League explodes into action
with a Grand Final re-run of Saints v Bradford
on March 3 it would be nice to see Knowsley
Road bursting at the seams.

Maybe, just maybe, 2000 will be the year
that rugby league can finally get something right
for a change.

REGULAR readers, or should that be
reader, of this column will know, I've never
been slow to point out what other sports
have ‘borrowed’ from rugby league. Sunday
games, sin bins, 10 metre rules, video
evidence, daft nicknames etc, etc.

But if you can't beat ‘em, join ‘em.

Super League have done a deal with the
BBC for a ‘Football Focus’ type magazine
programme to go out on match days. ‘The
Super League Show' will go out each Sunday
lunchtime, starting on March 26, and aims at
making it a part of fans’ pre-match routine

before heading off for a live game.

Sadly the programme will only go out in the
north of England, but at least it's a start. Now
the search is on fora Gary Lineker-type
presenter. All volunteers with big ears take one
step forward!

THE nasty off-the-ball head tackle that
Gavin Brown took recently has hit the
Sheffield Eagle scrum-half twice over.

Not only will Brown miss the next 12 weeks
of Northern Ford Premiership action, but he’s
also going to be out of pocket.

Compare what with his assailant, Batley's
Gary Barnett, who will be back on the pitch in
less then six weeks, and it doesn't seen at all
fair. The innocent party cops it twofold.

No wonder there's a great feeling of
injustice down Don Valley way as Brown starts
out on the road to recuperation for a smashed
jaw.

Brown had to wait six hours prior to surgery;
can now only eat liquidised food and will lose
up to three months of match payments. It's a
grim picture painted by his father, Ken, who
took the unique step of writing to the media to
put his son’s side of the story.

“It's the type of cheap shot that needs
weeding out of the game once and for all,” said
Brown senior.

“Fortunately it was captured on video and it
was that evidence that eventually condemned
Barnett and led to a six-match ban.”

This type of incident is far less prevalent
than it used to be but surely there's something
wrong with the system when the attacker is
back in action before the victim.

Isn't it time the disciplinary gurus
considered a system where the punishment fits
the crime. For cases of deliberate and serious
foul play such as this, why not ban the culprit
until his victim is fit enough to resume playing?
That might make one or two think.



ALTERED IMAGE

PAINTING DECORATING
GENERAL PROPERTY
REPAIRS

TEL: 01942 703607

find me in the Thomson Local.
Talking Pages.

or on the internet
www.alteredimage.co.uk
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FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

BRIDGEMAN ST, BOLTON, BL3 6BS
TEL: 01204 362747 FAX: 01204 395108

after the game of your life...
...come and have the drive of your life




DON'T MOVE
WITHOUT US

0161 790 2791

Removal Manager Direct 0385 377198
After 6pm 0161 790 6905

REMOVALS &0 \ %

"o H
FREE WRITTEN ESTIMATES AND ADVICE

Cartons and Wardrobe Cartons
Storage Units, Fully Alarmed
Full Insurance Cover

Office Removals Contract
DISCOUNT TO OAP’s

PARR BRIDGE WORKS,
MOSLEY COMMON ROAD, TYLDESLEY

The Musketeer

Lord Street, Leigh

Traditional
Boddington’s Beer Served

Tel: (01942) 701143

Meals Available
Mon-Sat 12-2pm
Evenings Mon-Fri 5-7pm

Your Hosts
Terry & Carleen

CHURCHILLS

Railway Road, Leigh

Room Hire
Available

(01942)

601150




OCTAVIA

From £11499

1.6 1.8 ¢ 20v Petrol » 1.9 TDI Diesel

FELICIA
From £6999

1.3 ¢ 1.6 Petrol 1.9 Diesel

A= 3 year FREE service

. 3 year full AA cover

; 3 year Full manufacturer’s
warranty

The way things should be...

The PARKSIDE GARAGE

PEABODY STREET, BOLTON (Q) ~

Tel: 01204 520538 11z s.0m

Volkswagen Group
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PARKY PIG RETURNS!
Qur-thanks go to-Mr Spedding—
from the Hovercraft Club of - ;
Great Britain'who kindly /
“donated the use of his own
hovercraftat last
‘weeks match -
piloted by Parky Pig!

_THANK Yﬂl

w

B

Mike Ashton, rep from Silk Cut, presents
Man of the Match Keiron Purtill (Wakefield)

Macot Jade Shepherd with Dad and captain Keiron Purtill



DIRECIONS

HULL KINGSTON ROVERS, CRAVEN PARK STADIUM

From M62, via A63 (under Humber Bridge), keep on the Clive  Hedon Road (signposted docks and Hedon). Continue for
Sullivan way (dual carriageway), over twisting flyover into approximately 2 miles until you pass the 1st entrance for King
Castle Street, past the Marina on right, straight through all George Dock and North Sea Ferries, continue under railway
traffic lights (when green of course) into Garrison Road. Over  bridge (100 yards). At next set of traffic lights (crossroads)
River Hull (Myton Bridge}, down to 1st roundabout, take 2nd ~  turn right onto Preston Road (dual carriageway). At about 600
exit, towards docks and Hedon, along dual carriageway (still  yards turn right, opposite cemetery, past Kwik Save

Garrison Road). At the 2nd roundabout, take the 3rd exit, onto  Supermarket into the main car park of Hull Kingston Rovers.

HULL KR V LEIGH CENTURIONS
Please note that this game has been brought forward from May 10th to next Sunday 27th February

00000000000 000000000000000000000000000000300000000000000000Q000O0

Amnearanees 1999 = 2000

to 20/02/00

APP suB GLS DG’s TRIES PTS
Anderson P 8 0 0 0 2 8
Baldwin S 6 0 0 0 1 4
Bowker R 4 4 0 0 1 4
Bristow A 8 0 0 0 2 8
Causey C 0 1 0 0 0 0
Close G 3 1 10 0 0 20
Conway D 0 1 0 0 0 0
Cross A 8 0 0 0 6 24
Cruckshank H 4 0 0 0 1 4
Dean C 4 0 0 0 2 2
Donlan S 7 0 0 0 4 16
FaircloughA 8 0 0 0 5 20
Hadcroft A 2 1 0 0 1 4
Halliwell C 0 1 0 0 0 0
Higham M 6 2 0 0 6 24
Ingram D 5 0 0 0 4 16
Kendrick P 3 1 0 0 5 20
Murray A 2 6 0 0 1 4
NormanP 1 5 0 0 0 0
Purtill K 8 0 0 0 1 4
Street T 5 2 0 0 0 0
Taberner G 1 1 0 0 0 0
Whittle D 6 2 0 0 1 4
Wingfield P 5 3 26 0 1 56

Debuts: Baldwin (2nd) v Widnes 26.12.99, Anderson v Widnes 26.12.99, Bristow v Widnes
26.12.99, Cross v Widnes 26.12.99, Tabemer v Whitehaven 16.1.00, Causey v Workington 6.2.00.
Captains: Dean(4), Purtili(4) Sin Bins: Bristow(2), Street(2), Kendrick(1). Sent Off: 0



THE AVENUE
Mr Qs

Leigh Road, Leigh. Tel: (01942) 671065

MANAGER - SPENNY

Every Thursday night on 2 Big Screens
we will be showing the video
of Sunday’s Leigh Centurions’ matches

Open until 12pm most nights

Snooker, Pool, Football and Cricket teams all meet regularly
sponsored by The Avenue — new players always welcome




ASK ABOUT OUR
INTEREST FREE CREDIT

written details on request
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A fabulous range of quality affordable upholstery from most of Britain's and Europe's
top manufacturers with over 60 suites in stock in Leather or soft fabrics. Three seater,
two and a half seater settees and a wide selection of chairs.

Over 100 quality beds form Britain's top bed makers,
Sealey, Silent Night, PLC, Leyezee, Millbrook, Dorlvse etc.
Wide selection of pine furniture from Budget wardrobes to Luxury bedroom
collections over 20 pine beds to choose from including full range of
Dining furniture from top pine manufacturers.

LOWEST PRICE, HIGHEST QUALITY - GUARANTEED

TEL: 01942 261560

Persimmon House, Lord Street, Leigh
Tel: 01942 261560 Fax: 01942 261562

Highfield Trdading Estate, North Street, Chorley (next to B &Q)
Tel: 01257 23310 Fax: 01257 233101
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NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIP LEAGUE TABLE

P w D L F A +/- PTS
Dewsbury Rams 6 5 0 1 132 56 76 10
Hull KR 6 4 1 1 63 48 15 9
Doncaster Dragons 6 4 0 2 156 67 89 8
LEIGH CENTURIONS 6 q 0 2 186 104 82 8
Swinton Lions 6 4 0 2 163 97 66 8
Barrow Border Raiders 6 4 0 2 161 127 34 8
Keighley Cougars 6 4 0 2 133 107 26 8
Oldham 6 4 0 25 134 122 12 8
Featherstone Rovers 6 3 1 2 132 119 13 7
Widnes Vikings 5 3 0 2 138 80 58 6
Whitehaven Warriors 6 3 0 3 17 91 26 6
Hunslet Hawks 6 2 0 4 116 113 3 4
Rochdale Hornets 5 2 0 3 112 135 -23 4
Sheffield Eagles 6 2 0 4 94 121 -27 4
Batley Bulldogs 6 2 0 4 84 135 -51 4
York Wasps 6 1 0 5 58 147 -89 2
Lancashire Lynx 6 1 0 5 84 241 -167 2
Workington Town 6 0 0 6 57 210 -1563 0
TRANS PENNINE CUP - East of Pennines

P w D L F A +/- PTS
Hull KR 6 4 1 1 63 48 15 9
Dewsbury Rams 5 4 0 1 96 50 46 8
Keighley Cougars 6 4 0 2 133 107 26 8
Doncaster Dragons 5 3 0 2 130 51 79 6
Featherstone Rovers 5 2 1 2 97 105 -8 5
Hunslet Hawks 5 2 0 3 95 83 12 4
Batley Bulldogs 6 2 0 4 46 121 -75 4
York Wasps 5 1 0 4 39 54 -15 2
Sheffield Eagles 5 1 0 4 104 184 -80 2
TRANS PENNINE CUP - West of Pennines

P w D L F A +/- PTS
LEIGH CENTURIONS 6 4 0 2 186 104 82 8
Swinton Lions 6 4 0 2 163 97 66 8
Barrow Border Raiders 5 4 0 1 147 92 55 8
Oldham 5 4 0 1 118 96 22 8
Whitehaven Warriors 6 3 0 3 17 91 26 6
Widnes Vikings 4 2 0 2 108 59 49 4
Rochdale Hornets 4 1 0 3 88 121 -33 2
Lancashire Lynx 5 1 0 4 64 208 -144 2
Workington Town 5 0 0 5 51 174 -123 0
NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIFP SATURDAY 20TH FEBRUARY
Dewsbury Rams v Sheffield Eagles Hull FC v York Wasps Rochdale Hornets v Whitehaven Warriors
Doncaster Dragons v Keighley Cougars  Lancashire Lynx v Workington Town Swinton Lions v Batley Bulldogs

Featherstone Rovers v Hunslet Hawks Leigh Centurions v Oldham Widnes Vikings v Barrow Border Raiders



EntuEion:Scheiiles

At.  FA 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Dec 26 WIDNES VIKINGS 4468 24-16  Donlan  Cross  Purtill  Anderson  Ingram  Close  Dean  Street  Higham  Cruckshank  Baldwin  Bristow  Fairclough  Whitlle  Murray  Bowker  Wingfield
Jan 2 Rochdale Hornets 2100 42-14  Donlan  Ingram  Purfill  Anderson  Cross  Dean  Close  Street  Higham  Cruckshank  Bristow  Baldwin  Fairclough  Whitfle  Murray  Wingfield  Bowker
9 SWINTON LIONS 2681  20-22  Donlan  Cross  Purtill  Anderson  Ingram  Close  Dean  Street Higham  Whittle Baldwin _ Bristow  Fairclough  Murray  Bowker  Wingfield  Norman
16 Whitehaven Warriors 1400  6-24  Ingram  Wingfield Cross  Anderson  Tabemner Purtill  Dean  Street  Mumay  Whittle Baldwin _ Bristow  Fairclough  Higham _ Bowker  Norman Close
23 BARROW BORDER RAIDERS 2070  48-22  Donlan  Ingram  Cross  Haderoft  Wingfield Bowker  Purtill  Street  Highem  Cruckshank  Anderson  Bristow  Fairclough  Murray  Kendrick  Norman Street
30 SIDDAL (3rd R Cup) 1643  34-12  Donlan  Cross  Hadcroft  Kendrick  Wingfield Bowker Purtill  Norman Higham  Whitlle  Anderson  Bristow  Fairclough  Street  Muray  Halliwell  Conway
Feb 6 Workington Town 907 46-6  Donlan  Wingfield Cross  Anderson  Kendrick Bowker  Purtill  Street Higham  Whittle Baldwin _ Bristow  Fairclough  Murray  Taberer  Norman  Causey
13 WAKEFIELD T. WILDCATS (4th R Cup) 3810 28-40  Donlan  Wingfield Anderson  Kendrick  Cross Fairclough Purfill  Street  Higham  Whittle Baldwin Cruckshank  Bristow Muray  Norman  Haderoft  Bowker

20 OLDHAM

27 _Hull KR

Mar 5 Keighley Cougars

12 Lancashire Lynx

19 DONCASTER DRAGONS

26 Dewsbury Rams

Apr2 FEATHERSTONE ROVERS

9 SHEFFIELD EAGLES

16 Yorlk Wasps

21 Widnes Vikings (Fri)

24 ROCHDALE HORNETS (on)

May 1 Hunslet Hawks (Mon)

7 BATLEY BULLDOGS

14 Swinton Lions

21 WHITEHAVEN WARRIORS

=5

26 Barrow Border Raiders (Fri)

29 KEIGHLEY COUGARS (Mon)

Jun4 Qldham

11 _HUNSLET HAWKS

18 LANCASHIRE LYNX

25 Doncaster Dragons

Jul2 DEWSBURY RAMS




TOP PRICES
PAID FOR
COPPER
BRASS
LEAD
STAINLESS
ALUMINIUM

0161 790 2878 after 6pm 0161 790 6905

PARR BRIDGE WORKS,
MOSSLEY COMMON ROAD,
TYDLESLEY




Today's Line-Ups

LEIGH CENTURIONS OLDHAM

T G DG SPONSORED BY

. STUART DONLAN " [ 1l | Leach Brierly Accountants . MARK SIBSON

. PHIL KENDRICK [ I[I[ ] Hargreaves Transport . JOEY HAYES

. ALAN CROSS [ ][Il | ESBMotorcycles, Bolton . PETER FERRIS

. PAUL ANDERSON [ |l ] Haworth & Associates  PAT RICH 1]

. PAUL WINGFIELD " [ /[ | Montford Transport Ltd, Leigh _ JOE McNICHOLAS| || |1 |

. RADNEY BOWKER || DJB Electrical 6. TOMO'REILLY [ [ || ]

. KEIRONPURTILL [ | [ | Grainey Buiders _ ANTHONY GIBBONS| || || |

. TIM STREET [ Il Il | Lenders Foods ~ JAON CLEGG

. MICKEY HIGHAM [ 1l ][ | ESB Motorcycles, Bolton ~ JOHN HOUGH

. DAVE WHITTLE [ ] 1| Mick Lynch . ANDREW PROCTOR |

. SIMON BALDWIN [ |l [ | Travel World . MARK CAMPBELL| | |[ |

12. ADAM BRISTOW [ 10 1[ | MLogan & Sons

Best Building Suplies . KEVIN MANNION |

14. PAUL NORMAN Il |[ ] ESBMotorcycles, Bolton . KEITH BRENNAN |

15. ANTHONY MURRAY | |[ |[ | ESB Motorcycles, Bolton . DANNY GUEST

16. HEATH CRUICKSHANK [ || || | Tony's Fish & Chips - LEO CASEY

17. ALAN HADCROFT [ |[ I | Tony's Fish & Chips . CHRIS HOLLAND

Referee:  Mr R A Smith Touch Mr F J Hawley Fourth Mr G Maxwell
Judges:  Mr E Farrell Official:




