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W 1 D N E S
V I K I N G S

C L U B O F F I C I A L S

Chief Patron:
Rt.HON LORD ASHLEY of STOKE, CH

Directors: AAChambers (Chairman),
SEvans, AHarris (Deputy Chairmen),

TWFleet (Managing Director),
EBate, RBrown

IAHodgson, |Mills, AMurray,
IHQuinn, FVowles.

Football Secretary: Frank Myler
Football Manager/

Head Coach : Co l i n Wh i t fie ld

Al l iance Coach:

Bernard Long
General Manager:
Harold Lynskey

Hon. Surgeon: Mr PRostron
Club Doctors: Dr GTandy and

D r P S t o c k t o n

Physiotherapists:
K F i s h e r & D V o s e

Hon Dental Surgeon:
Mr IHawley

P.A. Announcer:
C h r i s M o o r e

TELEPHONE:
G e n e r a l : 0 1 5 1 - 5 1 0 6 0 0 5

Club Shop: 0151-420 0054
F a x : 0 1 5 1 - 4 2 3 2 7 2 0

C L U B H O N O U R S

Rugby League Champions
1977-78, 1987-88, 1988-89

Challenge Cup Winners
1930, 1937, 1964, 1975, 1979

1 9 8 1 , 1 9 8 4

Lancashire League Winners
1 9 1 9 - 2 0

Lancashire Cup Winners
1945, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1978,

1979, 1991
|ohn Player Trophy Winners

1976, 1979, 1992
Premiership Winners

1980, 1982, 1983,
1988, 1989, 1990

Floodlit Trophy Winners 1978
Charity Shield Winners

1988, 1989, 1990
European &. World Club Champions

1 9 8 9



V I K I N G N E W S L I N E S
W E L L D O N E T O U 2 1 S £4.99, scarves £4.99 and T-shirts £4.99. Track

suits (age 3/4 years, up to XL) start at £32.99.
For £19.99 you can get one of our excelient
fleeces, or if it’s the wet weather you are
worried about why not check out the waterproof
short jackets at just £26.99.
These are just afew of the many bargains -cail
i n a n d h a v e a i o o k .

Our second string kept up the pressure on
Hunsiet at the top of the Ailiance Division One
last Wednesday with acomprehensive thrashing
of third placed Oldham by ascore of 40-6.
Tries came from Briers, Briggs, George,
Redicliffe, Hill (2), goals from Jones (2) and
Birdseye (6).
D a v i d M i l l s a n d M i k e H i l l w e r e t h e s t a r s o f t h e

pack. The threequarters played well together but
when Paul George came on for the injured Jones
the game stepped up apace. Good yards and
hard running from Adam Hughes gave the team
plenty of scope. Briers looked impressive before
retiring with blisters. Wiffa shone in bursts along
with Kilgannon. In all, agood all round team
performance that will but them in good stead for
the forthcoming away game with Featherstone
and then away to Batley.

W E S T B A N K B E A R S
Awarm welcome to West Bank Bears U8s and
their counterparts from Saddleworth who will be
providing the half-time entertainment today. We
are sure you will give both teams agreat
reception.

t 1C
T O D A Y ’ S S P O N S O R S
Big Match Hosts -Atlantic Leisure. See us at
the stadium and save £££s on your next
holiday. Specialists in the Canaries, Florida,
South Africa, Cruises and others worldwide.
See insert in programme to win afree luxury
holiday. Tel. 0151 257 8606
Man of the Match -Spekehall Vauxhall,
South Liverpool’s only Vauxhall retailer. Their aim
is to continually strive for excellence in customer
sat isfact ion and enthusiasm in each of i ts

departments, to the benefit of customers and
staff al ike.

L A S T C A L L F O R R E P L I C A
J E R S E Y S !
This years’ jerseys have been arunaway
success and we are now down to the last few
replicas in each size. After this batch we WILL
NOT be getting any more in stock, so if you

They specialise in providing afriendly point of are intending to purchase one, act now
contact within i ts Sales and After-sales or risk disappointment.
departments of the business, to both the private
motorist and the corporate customer in the
a r e a .

N E W S T O C K I N S H O P
We have some excellent new lines in stock at
the shop at very reasonable prices. Gloves are.

r

a o i ^ '



V I K I N G N E W S L I N E S
C R E D I T C A R D became one of the top coaches in the game,

taking charge at Naughton Park, Oldham as well
as having charge of the 1984 GB Tour Down
Under. Of course he is still very much involved in
the sport as Football Secretary for the Vikings.

Anote to all those supporters who took out a
Widnes RL Credit Card ayear or two back -with
effect from May the company issuing the cards
will no longer be paying acommission to the
club based on the amount you spend. Of course
the cards are still valid and you may well decide
to keep using yours but it is only fair to let you
know that the club will no longer be seeing any
benefit from you doing so.
We are currently investigating the possibility of a
partnership with another credit card company
and we will let you know the details if we are
able to put adeal in place.

J U N I O R S E A S O N T I C K E T S
Under 16s season tickets are still on sale and are

great value at just £15.

B A L L B O Y S P O N S O R S ?
You will notice that the ballboys are resplendent in
their new kit this week. If you or your company
would like to sponsor the ballboys and have your
name emblazoned upon the back of the
tracksuits, please contact Harold at the shop on
0 1 5 1 4 2 0 0 0 5 4 .

W O R L D C U P
Although we will not have tickets on sale until
July/August for the World Cup quarter final here
at the Auto Quest Stadium, booking forms will be
available within the next few weeks from the Club

Shop.

C O L I N ’ S C O L U M N
Due to circumstances beyond our control we have
been unable to bring you Colin’s column in this
week’s programme. It will return in time for our
next home programme.T R AV E L T O Y O R K

Follow the M62 to Junct ion 34.

Take the A19 north to SelbyAfark.
Turn right onto the A64, and stay on this road
unti l aleft turn at the A1036 to York.

Go straight ahead at the first roundabout, then
turn right by the big pub on the left.
Follow the signs for Pigeoncote Industrial and
Shopping Estate.
The ground is behind the shopping centre.

T h e H i l l c r e s t
H o t e l

& R e s t a u r a n t

V I K I N G S TA C K L E R A C I S M
Widnes Vikings are backing athirteen point plan
from the Rugby League to tackle racism.
Spectators who indulge in racist chanting or
abuse will be banned from the Auto Quest
S t a d i u m .

A

« !

P R O G R A M M E C O V E R S T A R S
A s w e l l a s o u r i n f o r m n u m b e r n i n e P h i l C a n t i l l o n ,

today's cover features apicture of Frank Myler in
action for Widnes in the early 1960s.
Long before he captained Great Britain to an
Ashes win in Australia on the 1970 Tour, Frank
was aRugby League legend as astrong running
stand-off or centre with an eye for atry scoring
opportunity. For many years he held the Widnes
record for tries in aseason. After his long and
distinguished playing career came to end he

private function rooms
& c o n f e r e n c e r o o m s
Te l . 0 1 5 1 4 2 4 1 6 1 6





r K S I

n o t i c r d
S U P P O R T E R S C L U B W I D N E S I N T E R N E T
The Supporters Club will be running trips
to all our away games this season.
For details and to book your place, see
Alan Rae by the bar In the South Stand
at halftime on match days or contact
him at his shop in Sunningdale Avenue,
t e . 0 1 5 1 4 2 4 2 5 2 4 . ■

Although the Vikings do not have an
official Internet site, there is an excellent
uno ffic ia l s i t e a t

www.widnes.demon.co.uk/vikings where
you can keep up with the latest news and
match reports concerning your favourite
team -the Widnes Vikings.

L I F E L I N E P A S T P L A Y E R S
Over £1700 is paid out in prizes EVERY
WEEK in the Widnes Vikings Lifeline.
If you would like to join -the cost is Just
£1 per week, or you would like to
become aLifeline Agent, contact the Club
Shop on 0151 420 0054.
Remember, you will be helping the club
with this vital fund raising initiative.

The Widnes club has athriving Past
Players Association, with regular get
togethers of the men who have worn the
famous Black &White jerseys.
Thei r Annual Dinner is one of the

:highlights of the calendar.
The man to con tac t f o r mo re i n fo rma t i on

is Ray Owen.
JL .
' 1

Contact List: General 0151 510 6005 !Club Shop 0151 420 0054
Fax 0151 423 2720 !Internet www.widnes.demon.co.uk/vikings



VK.0 Result (H'T) Referee

D E C E M B E R 1 9 9 9

7-3 4,468 MunroT Cheetham Leuila Briers VerbickasT ManssonT Donohue Hansen DantillonA3.00 LI6-24 (8-10) ISmith26 Leigh
JANUARY 2000
2LANCS LYNX H3.00 W64-8 (26-8) RConnolly 6-3 3,837
9 H U N S L L T

MunroBT Cheetham Btiers2T Percival VeitickasTIOG Mansson Donohue2T Hansen CantillonT Eccles2T
Briers VeihickasT.SG Mansson DonohueT NansenT Cantilion EcciesH3.00 W30-2I (12-12) sNicholson 7-6 3,758 Munro CheethamT Percivai

Myier Percivai VerbickasSG Mansson Donohue Hansen Cantiilon2T EcciesMunroT .LeuiiaH3.00 W22-14 (10-4) )Connolly 12-4 3,69523 SWINTON
30 WHULL(sccc3|H 3.00 W76-8 (40-2) GShaw
F E B R U A R Y

DSmith2TMunro2T Briers Percivai2T Leuiia VeihickasT.IOG Mansson Donohue HansenT CantiiionlT Eccies9-8 2,301

Leuiia VerbickasG ManssonT Hulme Hansen Cantilion Eccies4-6 1,384 Munro Cheetham Percivai6 W h i t e h a v e n A 3 . 3 0 L 6 - 1 3 ( 6 - i Z ) P L e e
13 Dewsbury(SCCC4) A3.00 LI6-29 (8-12) [Connolly 7-i4 2,455
2 0 B A R R O W

Hansen Cantilion EcclesTMunro CheethamT Percivai Leuiia Verbickas2G Mansson Hulme f j
Hulme (Leuiia) Hill Hansen AdamsMyier \/ethickas2G Mansson Eitzpatrickdg Eccies CantillonT Mann DSmithH3.00 W17-I0 (16-4) PTaberner 8-7 3,058 Munro Cheetham Percivai
H u l m e L e u i i a Hansen (Donohue) MannMyier \/erhickasG Mansson Eitzpatrickdg Argent Cantilion Eccies DSmith5 7 2 , 8 7 1 Munro Cheetham Percivai27 SHEFFIELD H3.00 W3-0 ( 2 - 0 ) P L e e

M A R C H

1 R o c h d a l e

5Workington A3.00 LIO-16 (6-10) RSIIverwood 9-11
1 2 O L D H A M

1 9 Yo r k
2 6 B AT L E Y
A P R I L

Leuiia Hansen Donohue MannPercivai Verhickas3T,5G Mansson Fitzpatrick Argent Cantilion EcciesT JSmithT HulmeA7.30 W34-8 (20-4) KKirkpatrick 13-12 807 Munro Cheetham Myier
MannDSmith Hulme (Leuiia) Hansen Donohue882 Munro Cheetham Percivai Myier VerbickasG ManssonT Fitzpatrick Argent Cantilion EcclesT

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0
H 3 . 0 0 NFP LEAGUE TABLE (at 6/3/00)

PWDL F A Diff Pts
970 2 2 6 8 1 5 6 1 1 2 1 4

1 187

2 227 141 86 13
2 139 90 49 13
2 191 89 102 12
3 202 114 88 12
3 199 145 54 10
3 203 158 45 10

2 H u l l K R A 3 . 0 0

also TransPennine Final
Leigh
Dewsbury
Featherstone 9 9 1

8 4 1 0 3 1 4
9 K E I G H L E Y

16 Dewsbury
2 1 L E I G H

24 Lancs Lynx
3 0 D O N C A S T E R H 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0
A 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

9 6 1
Doncaster
WIDNES
Swinton
Darrow

9 6 0
M A Y

7 F e a t h e r s t o n e A 3 . 0 0
1 4 H u n s l e t

2 1 R O C H D A L E H 3 . 0 0

2 6 S w i n t o n
2 9 W H I T E H AV E N H 3 . 0 0

JUNE
4 B a r r o w

I t W O R K I N G T O N H 3 . 0 0

1 8 O l d h a m
2 5 H U L E K R

J U LY
2Ba t l ey

A 3 . 3 0

P n n t e lOLDHAM 850 3 1 9 4 1 5 8 3 6 1 0
Whitehaven

Keighley
Datley
Dunslet

840 4 155 131 2 4 8A 7 . 3 0

4 173 162 11 8
5 130 1 83 -53 6

8 2 0 6 130 171 -41 4
9 2 0 7 122 173 -51 4

6 154 223 -69 4
6 1 07 232 -1 25 4
7 80 202 -1 22 2

Lancashire L9 1 0 8 1 10 359 -249 2

zero one five one
A 3 . 0 0

4 2 0 0 7 0 0
A 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0 Rochdale
Workington

Acornfield Hse, Catherine St.
Widnes, WAS 7SL

e-mail: colon@printel.demon.uk.co
website: www.printel.co.uk

YnrkA 3 . 0 0



T O P T R I E S T O P P O I N T S
W e s t o n D o n c a s t e r 1 1 Rooney F e a t h e r s t o n e 1 2 7

S i n i D o n c a s t e r 1 0 V e r b i c k a s W i d n e s 1 1 2 J J 3

Dewsbury Dewsburym V .

F r a z e r W h i t e h a v e n 9 H o l t B a r r o w 8 7

C a n t i l l o n W i d n e s Wingfield, PLeigh
C r o s s Leigh 8 W a t s o n S w i n t o n 7 2

D o n c a s t e r

W o o d

S i b s o n

m

S i b s o n O l d h a m 8 Keighley 6 5

R o c h d a l eSj

Coley S w i n t o n 7 O l d h a m 5 8

S w i n t o nC o u s s o n s

Craig S w i n t o n 7 R i c h O l d h a m 5 6

Fairclough W e s t o n 5.D o n c a s t e r

L e e Keighley 7

N F P L E A G U E G AT E SMagorian ft]

M u n r o W i d n e s 7

V e r b i c k a s W i d n e s 7
Leigh 2070 2 9 0 74 4 6 8

Keighley 2 8 0 9 2422 2 5 3 0

T O P G O A L S [ilBI

Dewsbury 1469 2 0 8 23 1 8 0

Rooney F e a t h e r s t o n e 5 3 B B l i i r a

Dewsbury 4 8 D o n c a s t e r 1768 1 9 6 32 1 3 0

W i d n e s 4 2V e r b i c k a s a r i l

Huns le t 997 1 3 8 42 0 5 4

S w i n t o n Q O C

Wingfield, PLeigh 3 5 Batley 2 3 8 1 748 1 3 5 4
C l i n t n n ' 2 A \ A / h i t p h 3 \ > 1 Q - 1 e ;1 Q 0 7

B a r r o w 1 6 3 7 8 7 1 1 3 1 0H e w i t t H u l l K R 2 8

York 1 0 6 01 5 5 4 7 0 1

Workington n i l 8 8 2

y i f 1 c 111:1

1999 /2000 WIDNES CAREER

A d a m s , G a r e t h
A r g e n t , S t e v e
B r i e r s , J a m e s
Can t i l l on , Ph i l
C h e e t h a m , A n d y
D o n o h u e , J a s o n
Ecc les , C l i f f

F i t zpa t r i ck , Ka r l
G e e , S t e v e
H a n s e n , L e e
Hi l l , M ike
H u l m e , D a v i d
L e u i l a , A fi
Long, Kar l
M a n n , G e o r g e
M a n s s o n , P a u l
M u n r o , D a m i a n
M y l e r , D a n n y
O ' N e i l l , A n d y
P e r c i v a l , C h r i s
S m i t h , D a v e
S m i t h , P e t e r
Ve r b i c k a s , S i m o n
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A u t o Q u e s t
S T A D I U M
Executive Suites Package

Available match to match. Eight tickets to private Executive Suite
with hostess. Three course carvery lunch and complimentary wine
for eight. Pie/hot dog and coffee served at half time. Use of private

Executive Bar before, during and after the match.
This outstanding package represents unbeatable value.

Call for detai ls on 0151 510 6000.

E n t e r t a i n m e n t
Christmas Ball/ Ivy League/ Abba Gold/ Beatlemania/ Stax of Soul/

Soul Patrol/ Lt Pigeon/ Sportsman’s Dinners -The list goes on!
Call 0151 510 6000 for up to date information

F u n c t i o n S u i t e s
The Auto Quest Stadium has the two most prestigious facilities in
Halton to host your functions, offering great food at competitive

prices in arelaxed atmosphere. Prom adinner for 350 to a
christening for 10, the Bridge and River Suites can accommodate

your requirements. Aunique setting for your wedding, conference or
any occasion whether business or pleasure.



Roughyeds in the new club's first ever, and historic, game
at Rochdale on January 11998, but then joined Keighley
on around-robin return to the Roughyeds via Lancashire
Lynx. JOEY HAYES Ayoung winger who has crammed a
lot into his relatively short spell as apro. Made his name
with St. Helens, for whom he played in aRegal Trophy
final and aSuper League Premiership final to earn a
place on the Great Britain tour squad which went to New
Zealand, Fiji and Papua New Guinea in 1996. Suffered a
setback with aserious knee injury, but fought back to
play 11 Super League games with Salford Reds in 1999.
CHRIS HOLLAND Aged 21 and aproduct of the youth
game in Wigan, Chris has played for England and Great
Britain Students and took the man-of-the-match award in

England's defeat by New Zealand at Hull in the last World
Cup. JOHN HOUGH Will go down in local RL history as
the first player to sign for the new Oldham club when it
was launched in the autumn of 1997. Has had two

cracking seasons in 1998 and 1999, when he took the
club's player of the year award. Anative of Oldham, John
played more than 30 senior games for Warrington. KEVIN
MANNION Another Wiganer, 22-year-old Kevin is aball-
playing loose-forward who made his senior debut with
Rochdale Hornets when only 16.
AIDIE MEAD Starting his third season with the
Roughyeds after playing initially for the Bears. Did well as
acentre in the Bears Alliance team of 1997, but prefers
wing. JOE MCNICHOLAS Played his first senior game in
the Bears' last match at Leeds. Broke his leg for the
Roughyeds in the new club's first league game at
Workington and missed the rest of the 1998 season.
CHRIS NAYLOR Ayoung prop formerly with the Academy
sides at St. Helens and Salford. Big and strong, Chris
played for England in the last Students World Cup. ANDY
PROCTOR Named captain of the club by Ford for the
2000 season. This former Saddleworth, Wakefield Trinity,
Oldham and Bramley prop forward, now aged 30, won a
man of steel award while with Trinity, as the club was
then called. PAT RICH Another of the younger signings,
21-year-old Pat is anative of the North East. Played
regular senior rugby for Keighley in 1999, while studying
for alaw degree at Leeds. WES ROGERS Astrong
second-row forward, Wes has joined his home-town club
after st ints with Widnes and Swinton. MARK SIBSON An

exciting full-back and goal kicker, this 23-year-old played
for Loughborough University for four years before turning
out for Castleford's All iance side. IAN SINFIELD Local

lad, Ian signed for an played Super League rugby with
Salford before joining the Roughyeds in 1998. NATHAN
VARLEY One of the best tacklers in the club, Nathan
played for the Roughyeds in 1998 and 1999 after signing
from Bradford. Missed much of the last season, but is
fully fit now and raring to go in the new millennium.

Do

O L D H A M R L F C
CRAIG BARKER Local lad who was with the Bears before

signing for the Roughyeds when one club died and the other
was born in 1997. Astand-off half with aneat pair of hands,
this product of the Waterhead amateur club is still waiting for
the opportunity to command asenior place consistently.
KEITH BRENNAN Alate entrant into the pro ranks, Kei th
played for Higginshaw and Shaw Rhinos before impressing as
an amateur for Oldham towards the end of the 1999 season.

Did enough to be offered acontract for 2000 at the age of
25. An extremely accomplished scrum half who is expected
to push player-coach Mike Ford all the way for the number 7
jersey. MARK CAMPBELL One of 16 new boys brought to
the club by Mike Ford during the first two months of the
player-coach's reign. Formerly with Leeds Rhinos and Keighley
Cougars. A28-year-old hard-working back-row forward.
LEO CASEY Needs no introduction. Atough prop, who
played with the former Oldham club, Featherstone Rovers,
Swinton and Rochdale Hornets before signing for the
Roughyeds for the 1999 season. Captained the side and, at
the age of 32, became afirm favourite with the crowd. An
Irish international, he was the first and only Oldham player to
command at ransfer fee of £100,000 when Peter Fox took
him to Featherstone. JASON CLEGG Aproduct of
Littleborough RL club, this heavyweight prop turned pro for
Bradford Bulls and had astint with Batley before signing for
the Roughyeds shortly after the club was formed. Made afirst
team place his own property in 1999 and earned selection
for the West of Pennines side against an East side coached
by Mike Ford. MIKE FORD Ascrum half who has been
making the right sort of headlines all his sporting life. Played
for Wigan at Wembley when only 19. Also starred for Leigh,
Oldham, Castleford, Warrington, Wakefield and South
Queensland Crushers. Toured down under with Great Britain
in 1988. Coached Bramley to mid-table respectability in
1999 before landing the Oldham job. ANTHONY GIBBONS
One half of the twin combination which played for Leeds
Rhinos and Bramley before joining Oldham at the start of the
2000 season. Autility back, 23-year-old Anthony is
earmarked to play right centre. DAVID GIBBONS The other
twin. Like brother Anthony, David turned pro with Leeds
Rhinos as a17-year-old to follow in the footsteps of their
uncle, Neil Hague. Both became household names at
Headingley and played more than 20 senior games, including
several in the first Super League season of 1996.
DANNY GUEST This 22-year-old, 18 stone prop was an up-
and-coming youngster with the Bears. He played for the

Run league
T H E G A M E ' S B I G G E S T S E L L I N G M O N T H L Y M A G A Z I N E

ON SALE AT YOU LOCAL NEWSAGENT OR ^ ’
SUBSCRIBE BY CALLING 01484 401895

|tftewortd?̂ |
RUGBY LEAGUE BWEMBLEY -WMAT SGOING OH?
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M E S T I O N
m a s e o t sM .

1. Last week’s result at Workington was aparticularly
disappointing one but of course it is not the first time
we’ve come acropper at Derwent Park.
Readers might recall that we lost there in aLancashire
Cup tie in August 1991 when we had ateam full of
superstars -that was the first game of Frank Myler’s
second spell in charge. One name conspicuous by its
absence from the Widnes team sheet that day was
Martin Offiah who was just starting his long dispute with
the ciub prior to his move to Wigan.
What we want to know is which piayer, aCumbrian, wore
the Widnes number five jersey in that first match of the
p o s t - O f fi a h e r a ?

T h o m a s

Sweeney is six
years old and
a t t e n d s
R a v e n s b a n k F i r s t
S c h o o l I n
W o r c e s t e r . H e

likes all sport
a n d w o u l d l i k e t o

play rugby. His
favourite player
i s S i m o n

Ve r b i c k a s .

2. Which two former Widnes players have coached
Oldham in the past fifteen years? Aclue is that one of
them was in the Vikings first team as recently as 1998.

A d a m
H a r t s h o r n i s
e l e v e n a n d l i v e s
i n S t H e l e n s . H e

goes to Sherdley
County Primary
S c h o o l a n d
A d a m I s a l s o a
f a n o f S i m o n
Ve r b i c k a s .

3. Today we could well see David Hulme and Mike Ford
on opposite sides for the umpteenth time in their
careers. But what distinction do they share with a
select band of players including David Plange, Terry
O’Connor and Bobbie Goulding?

4. From which ciub did Oldham sign Afi Leuila?

5. For no par t icu lar reason the next quest ion concerns
the Salford squad for
t h e 1 9 9 8 s e a s o n . O f

the players who made
fi r s t t e a m

appearances for the
R e d s t h a t s e a s o n n o

less than eight have
played for Widnes at
some s tage o f the i r
careers. Can you
name them? Actually
we reckon that if you
can get five you are
doing pretty well.

PJ'VIfXOR
a u r z

I. REARRANGE THESE LETTERS FOR THE
NAME OF APOPULAR WIPNES PLAYER:
l̂ AlN COMP ICISSER

2. mm PO OLPHAM PLAY THEIR
HOME games?

3. IfElTHER TEAM SCOREP ATRY IN
THE GAME AGAINST 5HEFRELP TWO
WEEICS AGO. THE SAME THING
HAPPENEP LAST YEAR IN AGAME WE
WON 6-2. IMHO WERE WE PLAYING

A n s w e r s o n W i l l i a m

Boot page

THEN?

M a r t i n O f fi a h . . . .

see question one 4. HOW MANY POINTS FOR SEVEN
TRIES, THREE GOALS ANP APROP
GOAL?

JP
A U T O M O T I V E & I N D U S T R I A L S U P P L I E S L T D

Supplying Cheshire/Merseyside !Automotive-Commercial Vehicle &Industrial Paint Finishes
!Delivery Throughout the Region !R.M. -PPg -Masons -3M -Regional Distributors

Unit 3D Westgate, Off Everite Rd, Widnes, !WAS 8RA Tel. 0151 495 2099 Fax. 0151 424 6785



S. EVANS &SONS
m U N G C O N T R A C T O R S

DITTON ROAD, WIDNES, CHESHIRE, WAS STW. TEL 0151424 3944 FAX: 0151495 1571
m m



HGV DRIVERS CV SERVICES
4 ,

WAREHOUSE STAFF TYPING T h e S c o o t e r S p e c I e I l e t s

. .a e e a s o H B s

iiNSURAN0E|0|'̂ ,̂ ̂-up to lOO milas

m P E U c r o r
PROCESS

OPERATIVES
INTERNET
SERVICE

- C l a u k

8 G i t . E R A

STOP PIACGIO iSEIlEM A N U FA C T U R I N G

STAFF
0 D EF A X &

PHOTOCOPYING ‘■-■Sk
! O o l y fl S R o s fl T a x

m !U w C a s t Tr a i o i a g
ENGINEERING

PEOPLE
PAYROLL SERVICE

,Opan Toai'^ 10aaHIpB
Itata Night Thun til 9pnRECRUITMENT

(WIDNES) LIMITED l'BUY WITHCONFIMMCe

DITTON RD. OfF ASHIEY WAY WEST. WIDNES 283/265 M/CR RD. NORTHWICH
C a l l O l S l 2 5 7 9 0 9 0 F a x 0 1 5 1 4 2 0 0 0 5 5

e - m a i l O n e s t o p w i d n e s @ a o l . c o . u k 0151 420 5251 0 1 6 0 6 3 5 0 2 5 1
FAX 0151 424 2860 FAX 01606 350318

C O N S U L T I N G E N G I N E E R S & S U R V E Y O R S

OLD HALL CHAMBERS, 31 OLD HALL STREET, LIVERPOOL L3 9SY
TEL: OlSl 227 5300 FAX: 0151 255 0577

R . A a D A W S O N Sun Tuning !Clutches !Brakes
Timing Belts !Specialist Peugeot Repairs

30 YEARS EXPERIENCE

20a Ditchfield Road, Widnes Tel 0151 495 1644

MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIRS &SERVICING
T O A L L M A K E S O F V E H I C L E

E s t 1 9 8 8

CHARTERED
\ v<; 133 Albert Road, Widnes,

Cheshire, WAS 6LB
Te l : 0151^24 5208
Fax: 0151420 5421

E-Mail: jbmonis@rapid.co.uk

Whatever your profession or trade we can assist
you in your tax and business problems. For
further information write, call or see our web-site;

www.jbmorris.co.uk
W

P e r s o n a l A c c o u n t s Bus iness Adv ice

1) B u s i n e s s

Planning

Book-keeping
and VAT

Tax PlanningPreparationTa x R e t u r n s

F i n a n c e
Company and
statutory AuditsTax Mitigation

ComputerisationPayroll
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1 Whitehaven and even Workington. Have I
missed anyone out?

■A f t e r t h e b i t t e r d i s a p p o i n t m e n t a t
Workington, the Rochdale win seems along
time ago, even though it was only ten days
pas t .
But there were plenty of good points at
Spotland, enough to suggest that the
performance at Derwent Park was atemporary
blip. For example the length of the field try
started by Chris Percival and finished by Simon
Verbickas was one of the best we've scored in
m a n y a y e a r .
Actually Idon't think that
was my favourite part of
the evening. The moment
which will live longest in
my memory is when the
PA a n n o u n c e r i n f o r m e d

everyone that Jason
Donovan was on the
W i d n e s ’ s u b s t i t u t e s
bench. We shou ld be so

lucky (not!).

■S o m e b l o k e s t o o d n e a r m e l a s t w e e k

was slagging off individuals in the Widnes
t e a m w i t h i n t h e fi r s t t w o m i n u t e s o f t h e

g a m e .
There's nothing like supporting your team, is
there and you wonder why on earth people like

that bother making a
300 mile round trip just
t o m o a n .

Anyway his analysis had
to be taken with apinch
of salt given that he
s h o u t e d “ c o m e o n
S i m o n ” t h e fi r s t t i m e

Danny Myler had the ball
and then “we l l t ack led

Cliff” after aparticularly
fine stop by Steve Gee.

■ I d i d n ’ t h e a r t h a t

hatchet job on Super
League broadcast by
F i v e L i v e a w e e k l a s t

Thursday having gone
to see Toy Story 2
instead (which I’d
tho rough ly
recommend, cer ta in ly

in preference to self important radio
programmes -and don’t leave before the
end credits).
Anyway, back to Five Live and although 1didn't
hear it, Iread enough about it and heard a
suffic ient number o f t ra i le rs to know that i t was
the usual nonsense trotted out by the media
concerning the News Co contract and all that
flowed from it. Heaven knows. I'm no apologist
for Super League and I'm certainly no friend of

■A n o t h e r t h i n g w h i c h
made me laugh was a
letter in League Express
last week from aWigan
fan saying how much
she enjoyed watching
NFP rugby at Leigh.
Nothing wrong with that in
itself, except she went on to say: “they have
arguably the best ground outside Super
League.” Ihave been racking my brains to see
if Ican think of any better grounds than Hilton
Park in the NFR So far Ihave only come up
with Widnes, Swinton, Featherstone, Oldham,
Keighley, Hunslet, Sheffield, Rochdale and York.
Although Isuppose you could also make a
pretty good case for Dewsbury, Hull KR,
Doncaster, Barrow, Lancashire, Batley,

C D L S E RV I C E S
i _ / v i m e > s c a f * e ; & b u i l d i n g c o n t r a c t o r s

Tree surgery specialists
Garden lighting
Excavators etc. for hire
Demolit ion &rubbish removal
Groundwork, footings, earthmoving etc.

Timber deck installations -Any size
Private garden design and build

Block paving and driveways
Patios, fencing, paths etc.

Planting specialists
O f fi c e h o u r s : 9 - 5 M o n - F r i ! S a t 9 . 0 0 - 3 . 0 0 , S u n 1 1 . 0 0 - 3 . 0 0

O f fi c e & G a r d e n C e n t r e , 1 4 / 1 6 L o r d S t r e e t , W a r r i n g t o n , W A 4 1 B Z
Te l . 0 1 9 2 5 4 1 4 7 4 5 , M o b i l e 0 7 9 7 0 6 8 4 2 1 8
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QUESTION TIME.
1. Paul Davidson! 2. Frank Myler, John
Fieldhouse. 3. Both have played at Wembley
as schoolboys and in aChallenge Cup final. 4,
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WIDNSS
AUTO SLSCTRICAL SERVICES

Alarms !Alternators !Batteries

Distributors !E.C.U's !Ignition Equipment
!RADIO DECOPm ! M A R T I N D A L E SReconditioned Exchange Units !Repairs &Testing

Diagnostic Testing !Wiring Repairs
P O LY T H E N E PA C K A G I N G S U P P L I E S LT D

www.mar t i nda lespps . com
0 1 5 1 4 2 0 5 3 5 5

Unit 7, Conshnce Industrial Esfafe, Waterloo Road, Mdnes, WAS OQR
Tel. 0151 420 8585/ 0151420 8555

XSAPPHIC (RUNCORN) BUILDERS
ECSf-ll GENERAL BUILDERS !HOUSE MAINTENANCE &ROOFERS

Approved contractors for Cheshire C.C, &Hatton B.C, Civil Engineering &Pubiic Works

8Whinfell Grove, Beechwood West, Runcorn, WA7 2RS
Tel (01928) 561523 (day/night) 566856 (night)

J
Quality Butcher

8 1 W i d n e s R o a d , W i d n e s , W A S 6 A Z
T e l . 0 1 5 1 4 2 4 2 1 1 4 F a x . 0 1 5 1 4 9 5 2 0 6 5

k e d M e a t s S p e c i a l i t y ! P o u l t r y S u p p l i e d ! W h o l e s a l e

B U Y I N G O R

S E L L I N G ?

V i s i t u s F i r s t
W i d n e s :

0 1 5 1 4 2 0 4 0 5 5

R u n c o r n :

0 1 9 2 8 5 7 4 4 0 1

w w w . m i c h a e l a d a m s . c o . u k

s .
M i c h a e l C .

A d a m s
I N D U S T R I A L A N D E N G I N E E R I N G S U P P L I E S

F I R S T S T O P F O R A L L Y O U R

I N D U S T R I A L A N D E N G I N E E R I N G
S U P P L I E S

Proprietor Albert Harris
Estate Agents

Surveyors
Valuers

Auc t i onee rs
Unit Dl, Moor Lane Business Centre,

Moor Lane, Widnes, WAS 7AQ
Tel. 0151 423 5590

A & P R O O F I N G & U P V C C L A D D I N G
P r o c e l l A p p r o v e d I n s t a l l e r s ! I n s u r a n c e B a c k e d G u a r a n t e e

Free Gutters &Down Pipes With Every Full Replaced UPVC Fascia Soffits &Barges
WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN QUOTATION

C a l l P a t t h e P r o p r i e t o r o n 0 1 5 1 4 2 0 2 7 6 8 / M o b i l e 0 4 6 7 6 7 8 8 6 8

V !✓
r o n t o n

!Nu tse i - i es L td
0151 424 2999 Crouton Rd, Cronton, Widnes

Trees, Shrubs, Conifers
Bedding Plants, Hanging Baskets

Bagged Top Soil, Nlushroom Compost, Turf
Garden Sheds, Landscape Service

C h r i s t m a s T r e e s a n d M o r e
Daily Delivery Service



V A U X H A L L

Car Sponsors for Simon Verbickas &Phil Cantillon

/
/

NE^WORif Q
USf DCARS

Speke Hall Road, Liverpool, L24 9HD
Telephone: 0151 4863668

A S D A

W e
G l a x o F o r d

H a l e w o o d lust 4Miles trom Widnes Town Centre!

1.5 miles from liverpool Airport

a r e

h e r e

“Liverpool City Contre

Only 1.5 miles from
UverpoiH Airport
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MillenniuM Club Roll of Honour
G O L D Scarisbrick, Mr Stuart

S c a r i s b r i c k , M r s R u t h
Shorter, Mr Mark

S i n n o t t , M r E d w a r d
S m a r t , M r H e r b e r t

S m a r t , M r P e t e r J a m e s
Smith, Mr Glyn

Smith, Mr Graeme
Smith, Mrs Dorothy

S m i t h , M r s S u e
Smithy Fabrications

S t e e l e , M r R o d
S t e e i e , M r s G i l l

Stevens, Mr Charles
S t e v e n s , M r s K a t h E

Taylor, Mr Arthur
Temple, Mr Alan

Thomas, Miss Beverley A.
To b i n , M r F r a n k

Tobin, Mr Steve (2)
Vo w l e s , M r F r a n k

Waite, Francis Ivor
Wa i t e , M r s J . A n n

Warner, Mr George
Warrington Trailers

Webster, Miss Elizabeth
Webster, Mr Spencer
Widnes Engineering

W i d n e s F i i m s ( 2 )
W i i i i a m s , M r D J .
W i l l i a m s , M r s E A

Hodgson, Mrs L
Hulme, Mr Raiph
J o h n ’ s H a r d w a r e
J o n e s , E l i z a b e t h
J o n e s , M r A l a n
Jones, Mr Colin

Jones, Mrs Elizabeth Ann
K a r a i i u s , M r P
K e r r, M r N e i l

Knowles, Master Joe
K n o w l e s , M r K e v i n
Knowles, Mr Peter

K n o w l e s , M r s B r e n d a W.
Leah, Mr W. Brian
L e e d h a m , R o b e r t
Lloyd, Mr David

L o f t u s , M r J o h n M .
Loftus, Mr John V.

M a r t i n , M r
Mather, Mr John

McArdle, Mrs Sheila
McKeever, Mr Gerry

Millington, Mr David
Millington, Mr Nigel

M i l l s , M r J i m
M i l l s , M r s R u t h

Mitchell Charlesworth (2)
Murray, Mr Arthur

Murray, Mrs Josephine
Musgrave, Mr Terry
Nat West Bank (2)

N o l a n , J a c k i e
N o l a n , M r J a m e s
Nolan, Mr John

Nutgrove Van Hire
O'Callaghan, Mr Eric W

Oldham, Mr Barry
O s m a n , M r F r e d

Owen, Mr Ray
P e t t i t , S . R

Pheysey, Mr Colin
Pile, Mr Roger

Pile, Mr W. Roger
Quinn, Mr James

Reading, Hazel
R e i d , M r To m

R i c h a r d s o n , M r D e n n i s
Richardson, Mrs Maureen

R i c h a r d s o n , M r N e i l
Riding, Mr SN
R o w l e s , M r E r i c

Rowles, Mrs Angela
R o w s o n , M r J o h n

Ryder, Mr Ken
S C I n s t a l l a t i o n s ( 2 )

S . A . H .

A b b o t t , M r F r e d
A b b o t t , M r s M a u r e e n

Alan Hitchmough Construction
Appleton Garage (2)
A r v e n C h e m i c a l s ( 2 )

A s t r a V i d e o
A t k i n s o n , M r A l b e r t
Attwood, Mrs Mary

Bate, Mr Ernie
Bayliss, Mr C

Birchall, Mr Joseph
Blinston, Mrs Julie
Blinston, Mr David

B r o a d h u r s t , M r A l a n
Brown, Mr Rodney
B r o w n , M r s S h e i l a

Bush Boake Allen Ltd, (6)
Calvert, Mr Peter

Chambers, Mr Tony
Chambers, Mrs Jane

C l a r k e , M r s P a t
C l a r k e , M r S t e f a n

Coleman, Mr Phillip John
Coleman, WF (Bill)
Colquitt, Mr Terry
Comiskey, Mr S
C o o k , M r P a u l

Cosgrove, Mr John
Davies, Mr DH

D i t c h fi e l d , M r s E
Donaghy, Mr Bernard

Doyle, Mr Edmund
Doyle, Mrs Joan
Durbin, Mr Billy

E t e r n i t , ( 2 )
F a l l o n , M r K e v i n

F a r d o e , M r & M r s K e i t h
F a r r e l l , M r C h a r l i e

F a r r e l l , M r s E l e a n o r
Fillingham, Mr P

Finney, DJ
Finney, DD

F l e e t , M r To m W.
Fleet, Mrs Pat
Fleet, Ashley

Fox, Mr S
Fyldes, Mr F
G e n l a b ( 2 )

Halton Scaffolding (3)
Hares, Mr Ray

Hares, Mrs Patricia
H i r o n s , M r K e n

Hitchmough Construct ion
H o c k e n h u l l , M r W i l l i a m
Hockenhull, Mrs Emily

S I L V E R
Abbott, Caroline Dr

Bligh Boards Ltd
Cape Boards Ltd

Cheshire Site Preparations (2)
Cluskey, Mr J

Connolly, D
Deasy, Mr Don

Handley &Beck (2)
H e s c o t t , M r B . A .

H u m b e r s i d e F i s h e r i e s
H u n t , M r L e o n a r d

L e a fi e l d G u e s t H o u s e
Market ing Communicat ions

M a t h e r , M r J a s o n
Nolan, Margaret

N o l a n , M r J a m e s
Pile, Mr Roger

P o t t e r , M r J o h n
Ready Mix Concrete (2)

W i d n e s C o n s e r v a t i v e C l u b ( 2 )
Widnes Weekly News (2)

Paul Harris We Icomes you to the Vikings Games shown
Monday Evenings
E x c e l l e n t B e e r s a n d A l e s
F r e e F u n c t i o n r o o m F o r H i r e

173 Liverpool Rd, Widnes Telephone 01 SI 42 4510 4 A
B A L L H O T E L



TRAINSPOTTING
better production values than Eddie Waring,
who didn’t have the luxury of even the most
primitive form of action replay for instance.
And there’s the rub. Stevo is the Eddie Waring
of today and Ireckon he makes, on the whole,
agood job of it. Yet the current BBC
incumbents, with all their improved production
values, albeit nowhere near as good as SKY’s,
don't seem to be hacking it. If Eddie Waring
had had all those toys at his disposable, he
would have been unstoppable. Idon’t want to
have ago at Ray French because; I’ve done It
before, Ilike him, and whatever you say it
doesn’t make any difference. We all know what
his peccadilloes are, although he called some
brilliant games at the back end of the
Challenge Cup last year.
Jonathan Davies on the other hand is another

proposition. We’ve talked about his siren like
voice, his lack of touch with the current game
and the fact that he only got the Job because
he used to be aRugby Union player as well.
The reason he is adifferent proposition is that
there are loads of his contemporaries who are
more articulate, use their voices better and
have an exclusiveiy Rugby League pedigree -I
offer you Paul Cullen as an example. Who could
replace Ray? Not John Champion, he'does
soccer on Saturdays and people are already
starting to have ago at him because he’s a
s m a r t a * * e .

Which brings me to the point where Ionce
again reiterate the idea that whoever it is,
people will have ago at them because, well,
your supposed to aren’t you?
C h r i s W e s t w o o d

We are really paranoid, well not paranoid, but
extremely sensitive about our television
c o m m e n t a t o r s a r e n ’ t w e ?

Every programme (sorry, match day magazine)
writer and contributor to the prestigious Rugby
Leaguer Letters to the Editor section has a
go...and often with plenty of justification. But
there’s more to it than that. Take Stuart Hall,
sometime colleague of Eddie Waring on It’s A
Knockout, currently fronting the JIB Sports
advertising campaign and, importantly, asoccer (
I’ll never call it football) commentator on Radio
Five Live. Why was it OK for Hall to front one of
the tackiest (and this is going some) game shows
ever to grace our telly and not lose credibility for
his sport like Eddie is perceived to have done?
Why are the surreal ramblings which constitute his
post match summaries not held up to ridicule in
the same way that Eddie’s more fanciful
outpourings were? Easy: there are many soccer
commentators on radio and TV, so Hall’s rococo
style is balanced out, it was the same when the
team from Billericay played their joker and when
he’s trying to flog JJB’s end of range bargains.
All Rugby League had was Eddie. He truly was the
voice of Rugby League. Waring mangled the
language, reinforced all sorts of stereotypes and
quite often didn’t interpret play all that well. But
he sure knew his Rugby League, as his CV shows.
Mike Stephenson has alot in common with Eddie
Waring. He's aDewsbury lad, he’s abit quirky with
his use of English and he says lots of things that
the expert fan (and aren’t we all experts?)
disagrees with. He also knows his Rugby League.
The difference is that he has acounterpoint in the
rather more urbane Eddie Hemmings, he has far

C O M M E R C I A L I N S U R A N C E

^ n c e b r o k e r s T o D O M E S T I C I N S U R A N C E

V i k i n g s

W E S T E R B Y

H O M E & C O N T E N T S

M O T O R

C O M M E R C I A L M O T O R

H O L I D A Y I N S U R A N C EI N S U R A N C E S E R V I C E S L T D

1255 Melton Road, Syston, Leicester LE7 2JT
Tel: (0116) 2607770 Fax: (0116) 2697147
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IHIGH CLASS DECORATING, INTERIOR &EXTERIOR
W e M a k e H o u s e s I n t o H o m e s

Mr PCarroll, 0151 420 5412, 0860 132682 (mobile) 156 Peel House La., Widnes, WA8 6TG
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W I D N E S C A R A V A N S
C/ l iO l } Gas

! C A R A V A N R E P A I R S & A C C E S S O R I E S
! S E R V I C I N G & S P A R E S
! S P E C I A L I S E D T O W B A R F I H I N G

REPAIRING CARAVANS FOR OVER 25 YEARS

D i r e c t
Guaranteed Same Day delivery

Extended Opening Hours
24 Hour Answerphone Service
Cylinder Connected To Heater

F r e e H e a t e r H e a l t h C h e c k *
(*a Heater Heahh Check Is Not AService)

For Your Local Delivery Call Free
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HIGHEST QUALITY WORKMANSHIP
INSURANCE QUOTATIONS
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E R I C R . R O W L E S[ LOC]Polythene Bags
Paper Sacks

PVC Shrink Film

F.I.B.C. Bulk Bags
Packaging Tapes
Polypropylene Bags
Shrink Guns/Covers
Strapping Systems

R O W L E S ( W I D N E S ) L T D
N E W S A G E N T

L o t t e r y !N e w s D e l i v e r y
S w e e t s ! T o b a c c o ! G e n e r a l

Pallet Edge Guards A

Stretch Wrap ^
0151 423 2828

Fax. 0151 495 2630

Unit 2, Queensway Trading Estate
Widnes, WA8 0FD

2 3 H A L T O N V I E W R O A D

W I D N E S , W A S O T T
0 1 5 1 4 2 4 4 3 G S

Unit 3, St. Peter's Way,
off Orford Lane, Warrington

Tel. arax: DI92S 6S2409 Mobile: 0J74 492891

R O C K I N G C H A I R A N T I Q U E S
HOUSE CLEARANCE AND PROBATE VALUATIONS

WE BUY SSELL ANTIQUES, FURNITURE, CLOCKS, CHINA, POnERY 8PORCELAIN, GOLD 8SILVER, etc.

Proprietors: N.BARRATT, M.BARRATT FREEPHONE 0800 458 8899
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As all students of the game will know, Oldham are
still waiting for their first visit to Wembley some
sixty-odd years later and on the occasion when
they came closest to achieving that there was also
aWidnes connection. The cup semi final draw of
1964 saw us paired with Castleford and Oldham
drawn to play Hull KR. Amazingly both ties finished
all square -the only time that has happened in the
Wembeley era, with our game seing a7-7
scoreline and the Robins-Roughyeds encounter
resulting in an equally dour 5-5 draw.
Our replay. In Castleford’s backyard in Wakefield,
was another close encounter but we triumphed by
ascore of 7-5. Over at Swinton history was being
made. The scores were once more level, 14-14 at
eighty minutes but Oldham had established a17-
1 4 l e a d o v e r t h e H u m b e r s i d e r s i n e x t r a t i m e . A

Widnes-Oldham Challenge Cup final beckoned, but
the lack of floodliights at the Swinton venue meant
that the light wasn’t good enough to play out the
full period of extra time and so the match was
abandoned. The Roughyeds chance had gone and
they were well beaten by 12-2 in the third game.
Afootnote to those amazing sequence of matches
i s t h a t a l l fi v e a t t r a c t e d a t t e n d a n c e s i n e x c e s s o f

25,000, no mean feat given that the replays were
played in midweek in an era before motorways.
O f t h e s e v e r a l o t h e r o c c a s i o n s w h e n O l d h a m c a m e

close to reaching Wembley, the 1990 campaign
stands out not just because they were asecond
division side who were cruelly denied afinal place
by alate disallowed try in the semi against
Warrington, but also because they achieved a
shock 16-4 win against astar-studded Widnes
team in the semi-final here on Lowerhouse Lane,
with acouple of ex-Chemics Keith Newton and
Duncan Platt doing the damage that day
One game that the Roughyed fans will not thank
us for recalling is last season’s match at the Auto
Quest when we racked up aclub record victory of
84-0 against avisiting team severely depleted by
injuries. Phil Cantillon (pictured) was our hero that
day, bagging five tries to equal the club record.

There have been plenty of big games between
Oldham and Widnes down the years but,
despite both clubs having collected plenty of
silverware between them, we have yet to meet
in the final of amajor cup competition.
Perhaps this has something to do with the fact that
the Roughyeds most succesful periods, prior to
1930 and the during the 1950s, were two eras in
which our club was relatively week. On the other
hand Oldham weren’t so strong when we were in
our pomp in the 1930s, 70s and 80s.
There won’t be too many people here today who
remember it, but arguably the most importand
meeting between the sides was in 1934 in the
semi final of the Challenge Cup. We were bidding
to reach our second Wembley final in five years
whereas Oldham were bidding for their first visit to
the twin towers. The game, played at Swinton in
front of acrowd of 17,577 payinfg £1,050, was a
close one but we prevailed by the score of 7-4
before going on to lose in the final against Hunslet.

REG OWENS FIREPIACE SPECIAIISTS
Opening Hours
Mon-Sat 9am-5pm
Sunday/Bank Holiday 11am-3pm

33a Widnes Bd,
Widnes, WAS 6AZ

Tel. 0151420 3337 Fax. 0151424 3568 |
FIREPLACES BUILT IN MOST MATERIALS !LIVING FLAME FIRES !ADAM !MARBLE !STONE

Free Estimates -No Obligation



the Pheyse^
played Sheffield Eagles at home this year
because there was no corresponding fixture
last year.
As you can see, almost every club has
increased attendances when comparing this
years attendance figures with those of the
same fixture last year. Eleven clubs have
shown an increase in attendances for every
comparable home game played so far.
Hunslet, it appears, are this seasons only
l o s e r s .

It’s about time we came up with some
positives about Rugby League after the
negatives of last week’s report on Super
League. The On The Line programme, on
Radio 5, presented an in-depth view of
Super League via the thesis of a
Sheffield University student.
T h e r e s e a r c h e v i d e n c e c l a i m e d t h a t w h e n

Super League started five years ago its
performance criteria was increased crowds,
establishment of clubs In development areas,
alarger TV audience and greater sponsorship
in terms of the number of sponsors and the
amount of sponsorship achieved. On all
counts Super League has apparently failed,
other than to have slight increases on
average attendances. There are no new
clubs in development areas -gone are Paris,
Sheffield and Gateshead. Despite the superb
coverage of RL on Sky TV, audiences are tiny
in comparison to those who watched RL on
Grandstand on Saturday afternoons. Smaller
TV audiences have apparently reduced the
amount of sponsorship received by the game
as awhole and for SL clubs in particular.
Even the Challenge Cup format has been
criticised because of the failure of NFP clubs
to offer any meaningful resistance to SL
clubs. So Ihave decided to find some good
news of my own about the NFP and share it
with you. Elsewhere in the programme this
season we have seen figures which reflect a
steady increase in attendances for most
clubs. But those who scrutinise such figures
carefully suggest that the totals so far may
not be an improvement on last year overall.
But, Iam here to tell you that they are! If we
look at the games played so far this season
and compare them with the identical fixture
last season, we can achieve adirect
comparison. The table below shows who has
had the largest total increases in numbers
and also in percentage terms. Remember
that last year not all teams played each
other home and away. We also have to
ignore attendances for teams who have

% D i f fD i f f e r e n c e
3 8 4 9

3 6 7 4
3 3 6 6

3 2 3 8
2 2 1 0

2 0 5 4
1 7 0 6
1 3 3 5

1 2 5 3

8 9W i d n e s
D o n c a s t e r

Le igh
Dewsbury
O l d h a m

Keighley
F e a t h e r s t o n e
S w i n t o n

H u l l K R
B a r r o w
R o c h d a l e

Ba t ley
W h i t e h a v e n

Y o r k

Work ing ton
Lancs Lynx
H u n s l e t

8 8

5 8

4 7
4 4
4 1

4 1
3 7

3 6
9 9 3 3 6

9 9 3 3 2
9 0 1 2 6

2 68 3 0
2 46 8 7

6 6 9 1 8
1 0 0 9

- 9 3 4 - 1 7

A & P R O O F I N G &
U P V C C L A D D I N G

P r o c e l l A p p r o v e d I n s t a l l e r s ! I n s u r a n c e

B a c k e d G u a r a n t e e

F r e e G u t t e r s & D o w n P i p e s W i t h E v e r y F u l l

R e p l a c e d U P V C F a s c i a S o f fi t s & B a r g e s

W E W i L L B E A T A N Y W R i T T E N Q U O T A T I O N

C a l l P a t t h e P r o p r i e t o r o n 0 1 5 1 4 2 0 2 7 6 S /
M o b i i e 0 4 6 7 6 7 8 8 6 S

F r e e p h o n e 0 8 0 0 5 4 2 8 5 7 7
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D E S I G N E D T O G E T Y O U R
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O p e n i n g T i m e s
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W H I S T O N C A R P E T S
& W I N D O W B L I N D S

Laminated Flooring !Hardwood Flooring
Carpet &Vinyl Flooring

R o l l e r / Ve n e t i a n / Ve r t i c a l W i n d o w B l i n d s

Commercial &Domestic !Expert InstallationD I S C O U N T W A R E H O U S E
E s t . 1 9 8 7

0151 449 0400 !Unit 7a Motonmy Interchange Est. (Near Leyland Daj), Wilson Road, Huyton Ind. Est., L36 6JG

CARaUANHIRE
MINI RUS HIRE, MPVs

Contact Steve or Shaun
231 Liverpool Road, WidnesP h o n e / F a x : 0 1 5 1 4 2 3 3 5 0 0 M o b i l e : 0 7 8 0 1 4 2 3 5 0 0

THE VILLAGE CLUB
Daytime &Evening !Wedding Receptions

Fuliy Air Conditioned Function Room Avaiiabie Free Of Charge

Also...Every Wednesday Over 30s Disco 8.30pm
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W t r e h o u a i n e A s s o r i a i l o n
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500,000 sq. ft. of Warehousing
C u s t o m s B o n d e d
D i s t r i b u t i o n F l e e t

C o n t r a c t P a c k i n g L i q u i d s & P o w d e r
Sactiff Approved Railhead with 44 to 48 tonne lifters

We s t B a n k D o c k E s t a t e , W i d n e s , WA 8 O N X
enqui r ies@ahcwarehousing. co. uk

WWW. ahcwarehousing. co.uk



TODAY IN THE NFP
With Dewsbury in action at Leeds last Friday in
the Quarter Final of the Challenge Cup, their
game against York has been rescheduled. But
apart from that game there is afull
programme of fixtures in the NFP today.
Incidentally, if the Rams beat the Wasps then
they will be assured aplace In the final of the
Trans-Pennine Trophy against Leigh.

revival and they will certainly
miss his power in midfield.
Ex-Rovers coach Dav id Ward

will lack nothing in motivation
as he takes as ide fu l l o f
fo rmer Fea thers tone lads back to the i r o ld

stomping ground. The Bulldogs form this
season has been areal mystery. On their
travels they have won three out of four.
Including a32-16 drubbing of Swinton on their
last road game, which is playoff form. But they
still haven’t managed asingle win on their own
paddock. It was asimilar story last year and
one which Ward must so lve i f h is team are to

achieve their potential.
Editor’s Verdict: Every week Ipredict one or two
shock results and every week there are one or
two shock results...though not the ones I’ve
plumped for. I’ll stick my neck out and take the
Bulldogs to extend their good away form.

D O N C A S T E R v H U N S L E T
The Dragons came through apotentially tricky
derby game at Sheffield last Sunday with awin
that was more convincing than the 16-10
scoreline suggests, since they scored four tries
to the Eagles one. Just aweek earlier they had
put up ahighly creditable performance at
Wigan and it seems that St John Ellis has
done afine job in moulding together his big-
money team into awell organised unit which
plays agood brand of football.
It might be alittle too strong to say that the
Hawks are in crisis but the latest high-profile
departures from South Leeds Stadium -
Greame Hallas and Dean Hanger -suggest
that all is not well In David Plange’s squad. He
is now left to rely on avery youthful team and
It will be amajor test of his coaching
credentials as to whether he can Improve on
their current record of just two wins from eight
g a m e s .
Editor’s Verdict: Doncaster have been very
clinical so far this season and 1don’t expect
them to slip up against the Hawks.

H U L L K R V W H I T E H A V E N
The Robins put behind them the
disappointment of that controversial defeat
against Leigh with aresounding victory at
Batley last weekend.
Kiwi halfback Leroy Joe at last seems to be
finding his feet following his move from
Whitehaven and Mark Hewitt is earning glowing
reports for his all-round play as well as his
goalkicking.
Whitehaven are another enigma club. They
followed up a98-0 drubbing at Wigan with
their first away win of the season at Rochdale
and then los t the i r
1 0 0 % h o m e r e c o r d
a t t h e h a n d s o f

S w i n t o n . L a s t w e e k ’ s

loss probably had
something to do
w i t h t h e a b s e n c e o f

h o o k e r A a r o n L e s t e r

(pictured) who
coach Kev in Tama t i

F E A T H E R S T O N E v B A T L E Y
Rovers are one of the form teams in the

division at present having won their last five
games and they are also scoring plenty of
points into the bargain. Teenage halfback
Jamie Rooney continues to be the driving force
behind the success but abig blow to the men
from Post Office Road wi l l be the loss to

Salford of Brad Hepi. The arrival of the
experienced Kiwi coincided with their recent
r

Unit 1, Old Foundry Est, Widnes
Servicing, MOT Testing, Crypton Tuning,

All Mechanical Repair Undertaken, No Re-Test Fee
Independent Rover Specialist

Car &Motor Cycle Tyres -Quality Tynres at Low PricesFREEFONE 0800 980 6058
J



Dorahy and Shayne McMenemy return for
the Hornets and whether they can improve a
somewhat leaky defence.
Although Workington worked extremely hard
for their win last week they didn’t look too
threatening with the ball in their hands and
they will need some inspiration from the likes
of Dave Watson if they are to pick up
another two points.
Editor’s Verdict: Atough one to call but I’ll go
w i t h R o c h d a l e .

has admit ted is at the hear t o f most of h is

team’s good work.
Editor’s Verdict: Whitehaven normally don’t like
travelling to Lancashire, let alone to the East
coast, so expect acomfortable home win in this
o n e .

K E I G H L E Y v S H E F F I E L D
After their recent big win over Dewsbury and 28-
8up at half time against high flying Leigh last
week, it all seemed set fair for the Cougars for
another big scalp. But the Centurions bounced
b a c k f o r a s e n s a t i o n a l 3 6 - 2 8 w i n w h i c h w i l l

have been abig blow to the confidence of the
Keighley side.
She ffie ld con t inue to t roub le mos t s ides i n the

competition -they ran Doncaster close following
on from that nail biter at the Auto Quest a
fortnight ago -but their big problem is that they
just aren’t scoring enough tries. Their thin squad
is also stretched to the limit by anumber of
injuries to key players.
Editor’s Verdict: Expect the Eagles to give a,
good account of themselves but to be unable to
outscore the free flowing Cougars.

S W I N T O N V B A R R O W
The L i ons a re ano the r t eam who mus t

frustrate their supporters. Ashock home
reverse against Batley was followed by a
superb win up at the Recreation Ground,
Wh i tehaven . Fo rmer Sa l f o rd cen t re Ph i l
Coussons was i n
i r res is t ib le fo rm las t
week and he i s the man
who Bar row wi l l need to

watch closely.
The Raiders put in an
excellent performance
here at the Auto Quest
afew weeks ago, with
ha lves Dar ren Ho l t and
Ta n e M a n i h e r a '

(pictured) bossing the
show. Much a t t en t i on w i l l f o cus on

recent recruit from Aussie RL, fullback Rod
Maybon.
Edi tor ’s Verd ic t : The Raiders to t rouble the

Lions but the home side to emerge
v i c t o r i o u s .

L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X v L E I G H
The plight of the Lynx was epitomised when
three of their players failed to turn up last week
and coach Steve Hampson was forced to
register himself as aplayer only minutes before
the game at Oldham, which predictably resulted
in afifty point mauling. Hampo was threatening
to seek employment elsewhere if the situation
at the club did not improve, with arole as
personal trainer to golfer Darren Clarke being
one possibility.
Leigh, on the other hand, are riding the crest of
a w a v e . F i v e s u c c e s s i v e w i n s i n c l u d e

consecutive away victories at Hull KR and
Keighley. Alan Cross and Andy Fairclough are
their in-form players with eight and seven tries
respectively.
Editor’s Verdict: The League Against Cruel
Sports should have something to say about this
mis-match. Itip Leigh to win by the odd point or
t w o .

W I D N E S V O L D H A M
Can our l ads bounce back f rom las t week ’s
shocker at lowly Workington? With atough
month of fixtures to come in April it is vital
that we get back on the winning trail
immediately.
After acouple of defeats, the Roughyeds got
back to winning ways by putting ahalf
century on whipping boys Lancashire Lynx.
And although it is avastly
different (and stronger) Oldham
s ide than tha t wh i ch came to t he

Auto Quest last year, they might
feel they have ascore to settle
on behalf of their club following
our 64-0 w in in th is fix ture in 99 .

Editor’s Verdict: No prediction!

N O f T T H E R N
F O R D

R O C H D A L E v W O R K I N G T O N
We recently triumphed comfortably at Rochdale
and then lost at Workington five days later so a
form line might suggest aTown win. But of
course sport doesn’t always work out like that.
Much wiil depend on whether Aussies Dane

P R E M I E R S H I P



A K V E N C H E M I C A L S

V

ih Manufacturers of Industrial &
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Unit 12, Goddard Road, Astmoor Industrial Estate

Runcorn, Cheshire WA7 IQF
Telephone: 01928 576262, Fax: 01928 575 383
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M C D O N N E L L
D O U B L E G L A Z I N G
W I N D O W S ! D O O R S ! P A T I O D O O R S ! C O N S E R V A T O R I E S

COMPETITIVE ,
P R I C E S &

F R I E N D E Y S E R V I C E

F R O M Y O U R

L O C A L
I N S T A E E E R

15 Lacey Street, Widnes, Cheshire WAS 7SQ

Telephone: 0151 424 3623
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M O R B A I N E P R O P E R T I E S L T D
Property Development &Investment

The Finlan Centre, Hale Road, Widnes, Cheshire WAS 8PU
Telephone: 0151 424 4211 Te l e f a x : 0 1 5 1 4 2 4 4 4 6 6



V I K I N G S S P O N S O R

M a r k S I B S O N

Joey HAYES

Anthony GIBBONS

P a t R I C H

1 . D a m i a n M U N R O .

2. Andy CHEETHAM

3. Danny MYLER ....

4 . C h r i s P E R C I V A L

1 .Appleton Garage

Calor Gas

W i d n e s
C a r a v a n s

Lun ts Hea th
Building Supplies

Spekehall
Va u x h a l l

T h e A b b o t t
Family

2 .

3 .

4 .

W a r r e n B A R R O W5 . S i m o n V E R B I C K A S 5 .

D a v i d G I B B O N S6 . P a u l M A N S S O N 6 .

Mike FORD f7|
J a s o n C L E G G

7 . K a r l F I T Z P A T R I C K 7 .Lady Vikings\ o

i n

8 . S t e v e A R G E N T 8 .MLR Computers
Spekehall
Va u x h a l l

Widnes Past
Players Assoc.

Twigg Printing 8
Packaging

A H C
Warehousing

Widnes Vikings
Supporters Club
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The Network Cabl ing Specia l is ts

20 Years Experience *Natienwide Coverage
Network Design !Fibre Optics

locai Expertise !Free Quotations
MLR Computer Installations Ltd
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w e b s i t e : w w w . m l r n e t w o r k s . c o . u k
Emai l : Sales@mlrnetworks.co.uk
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Atlantic Leisure GB Limited,
Executive Suites Autoquest Stadium,

Lowerhouse Lane,
Widnes,
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Do you like Holidays, if so we can save you up to
60% on Holidays in places as far away as FLORIDA,
CARIBBEAN, EUROPE, CRUISES and SOUTH AFRICA.

If you would like to come to our offices at
Box 1-11-12 or enter your name and telephone
number below. The winner of the Holiday will be
drawn on April 9th 2000 at the Keighley match by
Mr Frank Myler.
Name .... Occupation

Telephone No ... Date of Birth
Atlantic Leisure GB Limited, Executive Suites Autoquest Stadium, Lowerhouse Lane, Widnes, Cheshire WAS 7DZ
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