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Wi th Chr i s tophe r Hami l t on
WHAT Adifference aweek makes! In the last two games
we have scored 81 points, won two games and in the
s e c o n d o f t h o s e , a w a y a t W i d n e s , p r o b a b l y p o s t e d
(outside the club) one of the shock results of the season
t o d a t e .

More important ly i t should a lso send amessage to

our many doubters and knockers that they will have to wait
alittle longer before we hear their voices again. It is very
d i f fi c u l t a s C h a i r m a n t o s o m e t i m e s r i s e a b o v e a l l t h e

negatives that are directed at everything we do at the club

but, if nothing else, over the last 28 months Ihave
learned to be tough and resilient. Indeed with the politics

attached to this game we have no choice.
Talking of which the Northern Ford Premiership Chairman, Bob McDermott, brings

Dewsbury “Into Town” today for what is sure to be avery demanding game. Dewsbury
have proved to be the division’s most consistent side over the last three years but it’s
another chance for our players to gauge their progress and hopefully to take the two
po in ts . The D iv i s ion has a l ready shown tha t mos t teams a re we l l matched and
consistency will be the key to success.

Enjoy the game.

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
64 Union Street, Oldham OLl IDJ

Telephone; 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Club Shop: 0161 627 2141
STATISTICS John Blair, Eddie Barton

PROGRAMME EDITOR Geoff Cooke
JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS Debra Rafferty

CLUB HONOURS AJLaw Cup Winners 1998, 1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998

H A L L O F F A M E M E M B E R S

(sponsored by j. IV. Lees, Brewers)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23,

Alan Davies 1950-62, Bernard Ganley 1950-61,
John Etty 1954-59, Derek Turner 1955-59,

Bob Irving 1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton
VICE CHAIRMAN Meivyn Lord

DIRECTORS Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
COMMERCIAL MANAGER ScOtt Claber

HEAD COACH Mike Ford
ASSISTANT COACH John Henderson

ALLIANCE COACH Haydn Walker
FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST Debbie CloUgh

KiTMAN Neil Haughton
TIMEKEEPER John Barrett

CLUB DOCTOR Dr Phil Kershaw
CLUB DENTIST Nei l Gibb ison

The views expressed in this MATCHDAY magazine do not necessarily reflect THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) LTD.

W e W o u l d L i k e T o T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y
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i O B B ^ E Q C U S . . W i t h M i k e F o r d

Alliance First Division Round Up
i f t ^

^Haydn Walker ’s.a

against Widnes but put alot of stress on
SELF BELIEF. It was abig game to win and
players had to stand up and be counted,
which they a l l d id. We feel we per form
better against good sides but must ensure
w e t a c k l e w e l l . A l t h o u g h w e t a c k l e d
genera l l y okay aga ins t Widnes we s t i l l
missed twenty so that gives us something
to work on . Iwa tched av ideo o f W idnes and
their so-called ‘stars’ and thought to myself
‘my players are better than them and they’re
younger ’. I ’m glad they proved me right!
W h a t w e w a n t n o w i s C O N S I S T E N C Y i n

W E L C O M E

B o u n d a r y P a r k f o r
t h i s

g a m e
Dewsbury. The Rams
are an exceptionally
good team with atop
c l a s s c o a c h i n N e i l

K e l l y w h o I g r e a t l y
respect. They do the
b a s i c s w e l l a n d w i l l

give us atough test,
p l a y e d

Lancashire Lynx at agood time for us, and
r u n n i n g u p 5 0 p o i n t s r e s t o r e d a l o t o f
confidence. It takes some doing to score 50
at any time and the result removed alot of
self doubt. We are not aflamboyant side
and try to stick to agame plan and we felt
this worked well against Lynx.

We prepared as normal for the game

t o

a f t e r n o o n ’ s

a g a i n s t

W e

winning and not just playing well. Ithink the
crowd can help us there with their vocal
backing. It was very noticeable at Widnes
how the fans were backing us and it really
gave the boys alift. Ihope you can do the
same again for us today.

Enjoy the match
M i k e

THE Alliance squad just keeps getting younger. Since my last column we
have played Widnes away and lost 40-6 and Keighley home and won

'■3 4 - 1 2 .v-'X ■-

Widnes we had thirteen players under the age of twenty-one,
'Malong with three who are only just twenty-one. The result didn’t really

IN reflect the game and we were still in it right up to the last twelve
Î minutes. Sheer physical power, however, did for us as we tired under a

late onslaught. Iwas most pleased with our performance especially our
f̂ront row of Howieson, Peet and Doran who are all eighteen. Ian Sinfield

Hwas our best player on the night.
Our unbeaten run at home this season continued with agood win

over Keighley. Leo Casey got back into things following his three game absence
holidaying at the Costa Del St Annes courtesy of the RFL Disciplinary committee. Leo’s
professionalism and great handling ability was the spark our young players needed. The
game was never in doubt with aclinical first half performance that saw us not concede a

single penalty. Mark Tagg grabbed two tries -his first for the
club, Dave Harris, Ian Sinfield (again), Danny Guest, Alex
Peet and Chris Naylor ail had fine games.

The team continues to impress and improve. Our next
match is at home to Rochdale and it is very much agame
we would like to win following our defeat earlier in the
season up a t Sadd lewor th .

V

/

A l l i a n c e F i r s t D i v i s i o n

PW 0 L F A D PTS
86 0 2 277 120 157 12
76 0 1 162 1 34 2 8 1 2
74 0 3 205 146 59 8
74 0 3 126 117 9 8

Widnes Vikings
Hunslel Hawks
Fealherslone R
Oldham
Workington Town 6303174 114 60

Leigh Centurions
Rochdale Hornets 5 3 0 2 70 113 -43 6
Keighley Cougars 5 2 0 3 146 128 18 4
Whaven Warriors 5 2 0 3 134 154 -20 4
Bailey Bulldogs
Barrow 6Raide

7304162 168 -6 6

8 2 0 6 1 0 2 2 0 2 - 1 0 0 4
7 1 0 6 1 0 1 2 6 3 - 1 6 2 2 Haydn Walkere r s

C D



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Roofing
SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Compu ter Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold
D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and de l ivered

S h a w S t r e e t

O l d h a m O L l 3 R R
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252Tel 0161 785 0813

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

D E R E K A N T H O N Y
L I M I T E D R E D D I S H

D E M O L I T I O N
L I M I T E D

Sheet Metal Fabricators/Welders
wou ld l i ke t o w i sh

Oldham RLFC Every Succes For 2000
Units 4/5 Whiteswan Ind Est
Derker St, Oldham OLl 3LY

Tel 0161 627 4200 Fax 0161 627 3616

A L B I O N H O U S E
UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON

O L D H A M

T e l 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 6 6 6 0
F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2P E R S O N A L T Y R E S &

E X H A U S T S O L D H A M
All types of demolition work undertaken
Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Beever Street, Oldham OLl STD
Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 2 8 2 6 & 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

F a x : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

P u n c t u r e R e p a i r s /
Wheel Balancing A!^|^
Tracking
S h o c k e r s

Servicing

C i u t c h e s
1 B r a k e s

t W e i d i n g
;M .O .T. Repa i r s
' E x h a u s t s

■ r

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D
S U P P O R T E R S O F

OLDHAM RLFC (1997)
Wish the Roughyeds well for 2000

CT)



D R O N S F I E L D S RYDER^
D U T T O N

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
D O B C R O S S O L D H A M O L 3 S R B

T E L E P H O N E : 0 1 4 5 7 - 8 7 1 7 1 7
FA X : 0 1 4 5 7 - 8 7 1 9 4 0

E S TAT E A G E N T S
VA L U E R S A N D S U RV E Y E R S

Wherever you see
this sign you can

b e a s s u r e d
of an efficient and

professional
approach

to any property
m a t t e r

7/15 Union Street ,
Oldham, OL1HA
Te l . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes
Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S o L
T

S
&FISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT L a n s d o w n e Tr a d i n g
S e r v i c e s L t d .

B e s t W i s h e s
F l a t s !C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

E x t e n d e r s

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND
E u r o p e

T O

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3■M a r k e t H a l l
O l d h a m

M o n - S a t 1 1 . 0 0 - 5 . 3 0 4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel. 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078
Mobi le 0976 937181

0161 633 0074
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YOU FOLLOW Oldham through thick and thin
(mainly thin) and end up at York conceding just
enough points to avoid 1000 for the season and
you wonder what on earth you are doing. And then
you go to Widnes no t expec t ing to w in and
reflecting on arecord 84-0 defeat last year. And
you come away with awin and suddenly you know
why you follow your team despite everything! All
that disappointment, all that frustration, all that
heartache suddenly transformed into moments of
rapture, sheer joy shared by players and fans
alike. Perhaps not yet quite their finest hour -
hope fu l l y t ha t i s ye t t o come -bu t ce r ta in l y
s o m e t h i n g c l o s e t o i t . A n d a l l i n s p i r e d b y
Oldham's best team performance to date and a
p o s s e o f ‘ b a r m y a r m y ’ s u p p o r t e r s w h o s e
c o n s t a n t c l a p p i n g , c h a n t i n g a n d s i n g i n g
undoubtedly buoyed up the team on the field
when Widnes threatened to turn the t ide. Big
game, big result: let’s hope for arepeat today.

E x p a n s i o n o f t h e g a m e h a s f a i l e d . N o t
e n t i r e l y t r u e . S o m e a t t e m p t s ( e g P a r i s a n d
Gateshead) have not been successful, but what
other sport has pursued acommitted pol icy of
introducing itself to anew audience in the way
that R.L. has? Look beyond the obvious and
o b s e r v e t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h e S u m m e r
Conference League, of the amateur game and of
t h e s t u d e n t g a m e , n o t t o m e n t i o n t h e
international scene, and the picture is not quite
s o b l e a k .

Super League attendances have declined. I’ll
leave that one to the statisticians. According to
Chris Caisley and S.L.E. average attendances
have increased by over 600 spectators per game.
Whose figures are flawed? At least Rugby League
is prepared to publ ish i ts at tendances unl ike
some other sports whose spectator base on a
pro-rata basis would reduce their TV and press
c o v e r a g e t o a f o o t n o t e o n p a g e 3 4
(Miscellaneous Sales) instead of the reams of
fawning propaganda they now receive.

News Corporation funding has been wasted
on player salaries and payment to an ever growing
band of administrators. Well, that little gem didn’t
te l l us anyth ing we d idn ’ t a l ready know and
certainly didn’t require government or university
funding to find out. Indeed the funding of such
sloppy thinking in pursuit of aPhD is an even
bigger waste of cash than that attributed to Rugby
League. And yet, is it not an interesting question
whether payments to players, the key people who
generate the wealth of the game, is ever wasted?
And further is it not the case that Rugby League,
unlike any other sport you care to name, has
tackled the problem of finance via the salary cap
even if, as yet that system is imperfect?

Conc lus ions : i ns tead o f a t tack ing Rugby
League the BBC, with its outmoded coverage and
attitudes to sport, might do well to look at itself.
With next to no sport of significance left to it, give
o r t a k e W i m b l e d o n a n d t h e o d d h o r s e r a c e , a n d
the coverage of what is lef t looking pr imit ive
compared to BSkyB, Channel Four, Talk Sport
and, even. Eurosport, the obvious conclusion is
that it is the BBC that is dying not Rugby League.
No one is more critical of how Rugby League is
administered than the average Rugby league fan:
he o r she do no t need a jumped-up s tuden t
(mature or otherwise) and an organisation sti l l
bound by the thought process of Lord Reith to teli
them what is wrong with their sport.

Gamestars, Jason Clegg and John Hough

THE RADIO FIVE LIVE programme branding Rugby
League a‘failing’ sport was adisgrace. But what
is worse is the thought that aBritish University
would award aPhD to someone for apiece of so-
called ‘research’ which is not fit to grace the nail
on the back of my lavatory door. From all Ihave
heard and read so far, and admittedly that does
n o t i n c l u d e t h e f u l l t h e s i s , t h e r e s e a r c h i s
fundamentally flawed, if for no other reason than
there is no context or perspective to it.

R u g b y L e a g u e i s l o s i n g t e r r e s t r i a l T. V.
viewers: yes, but since Grandstand and the BBC’s
sporting coverage in general is ‘fail ing’ is that
surprising? What evidence is there that other
sports covered by the BBC are holding their own
or increasing their audience? If there is none the
conclusion regarding Rugby League is invalid. G C

C D
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SHAYNE McMENEMY, the Roughyeds new
A u s t r a l i a n f o r w a r d , h a s a w o n d e r f u l
opportunity to make aname for himseif among
O i d h a m f a n s .

s e a s o n o u t s i d e t h e e v e r -

popuiar front row trio of Leo >
Casey, John Hough and m
Jason Ciegg. j |

So to this year...and ̂high hopes that Tom O’Reiiiy *
and Tate Moseiey wouid do
t h e b u s i n e s s .

In the case of Tom, how unlucky can you
be? He had broken aleg while playing for
Bramiey iast season, but had so impressed
Mike Ford with his performance on the field
and the hard work he put into his rehabiiitation
programme tha t O idham’s boss had no
hesitation in signing him up for the Roughyeds.

What happened? Oniy seven games into a
28 match Nor the rn Fo rd P remie rsh ip season
he suffered asimiiar injury to Bostock's and
was forced to reiuctantiy accept that his
season had come to apremature end.

Aithough we didn’t know it at the time
O’Reiiiy went down injured at Leigh, Moseley
had already caught the plane home after only
t w o w e e k s a n d t h r e e m a t c h e s w i t h t h e

Roughyeds.
So it now faiis to McMenemy to show what

he can do as O'Reiliy's repiacement after
i m p r e s s i n g F o r d i n e a c h o f h i s t h r e e
appearances for Rochdaie Hornets against the
Roughyeds so far this season.

A i t h o u g h h e p i a y e d a s a p r o p w i t h
Hornets, the former Western Suburbs forward
piayed most of his 44 senior games for Wests
in the second-row, and that’s where Ford wi i i
i n t e n d t o u s e h i m a s h e b i d s t o p u t m o r e
impact into his back three.

W h e n t h e s i g n i n g w a s a n n o u n c e d ,
Oldham’s player-coach paid tribute to the
“speed, commitment and professionaiism’’
wh ich the c iub had employed to acqu i re the
s e r v i c e s o f M c M e n e m y o n c o n t r a c t t o
N o v e m b e r 3 0 .

The club backed Ford’s Judgement and the
coach is also impressed by the player ’s
commitment in flying straight back to Britain
only 12 hours after arriving home.

So it’s over to you Shayne -and the best

The Boundary Park faithful are crying out
for an overseas player with the luck to avoid
serious injury and with the ability to make a
real impact.

I f you come from
1 2 , 0 0 0 m i l e s a w a y
o n t h e o t h e r s i d e o f

1

the wor ld you requi re
alarge slice of both

n t o w i n t h e h e a r t s a n d
■ ' m i n d s o f O l d h a m

^ f a n s .

1

A n d c l u b o f fi c i a l s

Tja will be the first to~ - J a d m i t t h a t t h e i r
e x c u r s i o n s s o f a r i n t o

o v e r s e a s t e r r i t o r y
h a v e n o t p r o d u c e d
t h e r e s u l t s t h e y h a d
hoped for.

Luck, certainly, has not been on their side
-and you require some good fortune whether
you are signing apack man for Parramatta or a
w h i z z k i d f r o m W a t e r h e a d .

Las t season . Josh Bos tock came w i th a
big reputation as awing or centre after helping
to push Wakefield into Super League the year
before, but after only ahandful of matches he
s m a s h e d t h e c r u c i a t e l i g a m e n t i n a k n e e a t
H u n s l e t - a n d t h a t w a s t h e e n d o f t h a t .

Plans to sign Aussie scrum-half Chris Orr,
w h o h a d b e e n a t H u d d e r s fi e l d t h e p r e v i o u s
season, broke down at the last minute -again
through no fault of the club -when the player ’s
w i f e w a s t a k e n i l l .

Daniel Brown came instead to play in 31
of the Roughyeds 32 matches and to score
1 4 0 p o i n t s w i t h 4 2 g o a l s a n d 1 4 t r i e s - s i x
m o r e t h a n h i s n e a r e s t c h a l l e n g e r s , w i n g e r s
J o e M c N i c h o l a s a n d A i d i e M e a d .

W i t h i n h i s c a p a b i l i t i e s , t h e s c r u m h a l f
c o n t r i b u t e d m u c h i n a d i f fi c u l t s e a s o n w h i l e

rare ly c l imbing beyond the Journeyman leve l
a n d s t r u g g l i n g t o b e c o m e a f a n s ’ f a v o u r i t e
a l t h o u g h , t h a t w a s d i f fi c u l t f o r a n y o n e l a s t

m
i .

Shayne McMenamy

o f l u c k .

R o g e r H a l s t e a d

C D



We’ve Cured
Headaches fo r
THE ROUGHYEDS

A d a m s o n s
C R A S H R E PA I R C E N T R E

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
R E P A I R S P E C I A L I S T S

1 M a n u f a c t u r e r s
of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre

fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 0 0 1
0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 9 0 4't#

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J GP l a t t & H i l l

PLATT &HILL Belgrave Mill
Fi t ton Hi l l Road

Oldham 0L8 2LZ
I 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

!Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S !

Tel. 0161 621 4400 ■Fax; 0161 621 4408

r

the Cldily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

C H R O N I C L E

C D



M o o r s i d ei f y o u ^ r e n o t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

h a n h ^ c o n v e r t M e t a l P r o d u c t s
L i m i t e d

STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS
Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT

T h e R o y a l B a n k
o f S c o t l a n d

For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

Telephone 0161 624 3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, glass and
wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs

of all types of processs plants

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

^ P i l g r i m
I I M T E R I M A T I O M A L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
P o w e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

E N G I N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E
w w w . p i l g r i m - i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o . u k

T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 8 0 0 5 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 4 9 4 5
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From the Pen of Michael Turner
R U G B Y L E A G U E M I L E S T O N E S - A s u m m a r y o f i m p o r t a n t E v e n t s

1 9 2 1 - 1 9 3 0
IN 1922 the Northern Union changed its
name to the Rugby Footbail League. The
ear l y 1920s was aboom per iod fo r the
game on Humberside with Huli taking the
championship in 1920 and reta in ing the
title in 1921 against iocai rivals Hull K.R.
T h e “ R o b i n s ” w e r e n o t t o b e o u t d o n e

and they in turn were champions in 1923
a n d 1 9 2 5 . i n t h a t i a t t e r v i c t o r y t h e i r
opponents in the final were Swinton who
were defeated by nine points to five at
R o c h d a l e . T h e f o l l o w i n g s e a s o n t h e
“Lions" won the Lancashire Cup for the
first time defeating Wigan in the final and
ga ined the i r fi rs t champ ionsh ip t i t l e i n
1 9 2 6 - 2 7 w h e n t h e n o w d e f u n c t S t H e l e n s

R e e s t e a m w e r e d e f e a t e d i n t h e fi n a l a t

Warrington 13-8.
I n 1 9 2 7 t h e B B C m a d e t h e i r fi r s t

r a d i o b r o a d c a s t o f a R L g a m e f o r t h e
C h a l l e n g e C u p F i n a l w h e n O l d h a m
defeated Swinton at Wigan. This was the
last of four consecut ive Chal lenge Cup
Final appearances for the “Roughyeds”.

Four Oldham players; Sid Rix, Albert
Brough, Ernie Knapman and Bob Sloman
w e r e s e l e c t e d f o r t h e 1 9 2 4 t o u r t o

A u s t r a l i a a n d N e w Z e a l a n d .

1 9 2 7 - 2 8 w a s t h e h i g h s p o t o f
Swinton’s history for it was in this season
that the “L ions" became on ly the th i rd
c l u b t o w i n t h e f o u r m a j o r t r o p h i e s
available in the senior game. Wigan were
aga in de fea ted i n t he Lancash i re Cup

Final (5-2). The Challenge Cup came by
way of afinal victory over Warrington (5-3)
a n d t h e C h a m p i o n s h i p fi n a l s a w
Featherstone Rovers, who were appearing
in their first major final, succumb to the
“ L i o n s ” 11 - 0 a t Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s . T h i s
was the only occasion the Championship
fi n a l w a s h e l d i n O l d h a m .

Bob S loman was aga in se lec ted to
t o u r i n 1 9 2 8 . T h i s t i m e h e w a s t h e c l u b ’ s

only representative.
For the 1928-29 season the Rugby

League authorit ies made the momentous
decision to switch the Challenge Cup final
to Wembley. In the final Wigan defeated
Dewsbury 13-2.

B o b S l o m a n - G r e a t B r i t a i n t o u r i s t i n 1 9 2 4 a n d

1928 and the iast Oldham player to captain a
Challenge Cup winning team in 1927.
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T H E B I G S U R P R I S E o f w e e k n i n e I n t h e N . F. P.
w a s Wo r k i n g t o n ’s 1 6 - 1 0 d e f e a t o f W I d n e s
Vikings. Stand-off Paul Cook had abig game with
his kicking, and prop Matt Sturm stood up to
everything the Vikings has to offer. The result, of
course, was great for the other sides challenging
at the top of the table. Leigh Centurions clawed
back a20 point half-time deficit to win 36-28 at
Cougar Park. The sin-binning of Ian Hughes
upset the Keighley applecart as Leigh scored
two converted tries to get back in the game, all
o f w h i c h g o e s t o s h o w t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f
discipline in the modern game.

Dewsbury Rams, meanwhile, took revenge
f o r l a s t s e a s o n ’ s G r a n d F i n a l d e f e a t b y
overcoming Huns le t Hawks a t Sou th Leeds
stadium 22-10. Nathan Graham, Adrian Flynn
and Ian Talbot were reportedly the players in
f o r m .

E l s e w h e r e , B a r r o w m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r h o m e
form by defeating Hornets, Oldham strolled to
victory over Lancashire Lynx and Swinton pulled
o f f a n e x c e l l e n t r e s u l t a t W h i t e h a v e n , t h e
Warrior's first defeat on home territory.

Week 10 saw WIdnes humbled again, this
time at the Autoquest by arejuvenated Oldham.
Every Oldham player performed, but front row
pair John Hough and Jason Clegg had especially
big games.

Other games probably went to form. Leigh
t h r a s h e d L a n c a s h i r e L y n x 6 8 - 6 a t t h e
inappropriately named -for Lynx -Victory Park.
Paul Wingfield finished with atry and ten goals
to send coach Ian M i l lwa rd on h i s way to
K n o w s l e y R o a d a h a p p y m a n . I n t e r e s t i n g l y
re fe ree Co l in Mor r is ’s pena l ty count was a
remarkable two to Lancashire and three to Leigh.

With Dewsbury having given agood account
o f t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e C h a l l e n g e C u p a t
Headingley other clubs took advantage to leap
frog them, at least before Wednesday;s home
game with York. Featherstone went second by
bea t i ng Ba t l ey Bu l l dogs 78 -16 , w i t h Jam ie
Rooney again the mastermind.

H u l l K . R . a r e n o w t h i r d a f t e r a 2 2 - 1 4 h o m e

win against Whitehaven, Dean Andrews scoring
two all important tries. Fourth placed Doncaster
Dragons ran up 52 points to the Hawks 12 in the
“ H o u s e o f P a i n " . S t . J o h n E l l i s d e s c r i b e d h i s

side’s rugby as “breathtaking”. Full-back Lynton
S t o t t s c o r e d a s p e c t a c u l a r h a t - t r i c k t o
emphasise just what aforce the Dragons now
a r e .

S w i n t o n L i o n s m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r r e c e n t f o r m

to overcome Barrow 35-22, wingman Marlon Billy
being another hat-trick hero, and big second-row
Ian Pickavance leading the way in the pack.
Meanwhile Keighley also had athree try star in
substitute centre Paul Owen, as the Cougars
r e g i s t e r e d a c o m f o r t a b l e 3 6 - 2 w i n o v e r
S h e f fi e l d .Adrian Flynn

Featherstone mainta ined thei r chal lenge
with afifth successive victory at York Wasps by
25-12. Jamie Rooney was the stand out player
with atry, four goals and adrop goal and several
telling breaks. Another scrum-half in fine form
w a s H u l l K . R . ’ s M a r k H e w i t t w h o o r c h e s t r a t e d
h i s t e a m ’ s 3 2 - 1 4 w i n a t M o u n t P l e a s a n t .

Doncaster Dragons got the result they wanted
with a16-10 victory at Sheffield, an outcome
ach ieved w i thout ever h i t t ing top fo rm and
confirmed only by aCarl Hall try with six minutes
remaining.

Finally, Hornets edged out Workington 32-28
despite alate rally by the visitors Martin Bunce
had abig game at No. 10 with Dane Dorahy,
Danny Wood and new signing from the Lynx
Jason Demetriou showing flashes of bril l iance
beh ind the pack .

As for this week there are some really big
games, all of which will be hard to call. Hull K.R.
at home to Swinton maybe just favours the home
side, but Iwouldn’t put money on any of Leigh v
Doncaster, Oldham vDewsbury and Workington v
Featherstone. Home advantage might be crucial
in all these top fixtures.

(3D
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... Dewsbury Rams
H A V E n o d o u b t a b o u t i t ,
Dewsbury Rams are the best
team in the NFP. Who says so?
Their playing record says so. In

two and ahalf years to date the
Rams have won more League

games than any other current NFP
t e a m . L a s t y e a r ’ s b e a t e n G r a n d

Finalists and Quarter-Finalists in this season's
Challenge Cup, Dewsbury will be one tough nut to
crack. All the more impressive, therefore, that
O ldham knocked them ou t o f the Cup las t
season , a l t hough t he Rams d id t ake t he i r
revenge in the league fix tu re a t Spo t land .
Following Oldham's victory at Widnes last week
t o d a y ’s g a m e p r o m i s e s t o b e a n a b s o l u t e
c r a c k e r .

another ex-Dewsbury Academy and Alliance team
graduate.

L o o s e - f o r w a r d D A M I A N B A L L , o n e o f t h e
best in the League in his position, came to Ram
Stad ium f rom York in 1995.

Other forwards l ike ly to feature inc lude
SIMON HICKS, ex-Stanley Rangers and Wakefield
Tr in i t y and PAUL DELANEY, aMr. Versa t i l e
originally with Dewsbury Moor but signed by the
Rams from Leeds. Young prop RYAN McDONALD
will be known to many Oldham players having
been on Bramley’s books last season, whi le
GARETH COCHRANE, asecond-rower hailing from
H u l l , c a m e t o t h e R a m s f r o m H u n s l e t H a w k s
having also appeared with Keighley. Additionally,
b r o t h e r s A N D R E W a n d K E V I N S P I N K , l o c a l l a d s
b o t h , t h e f o r m e r f r o m T h o r n h i l l , t h e l a t t e r f r o m
St. John Fisher, are avai lable for select ion.

I n t h e b a c k s , l a s t
l ine o f defence NATHAN
G R A H A M , a q u a l i t y
player of high repute, is
in h is second spe l l w i th
the Rams af ter ahigh
profile spell at Bradford
B u l l s . O n t h e w i n g s
R I C H A R D B A K E R a n d
A D R I A N F L Y N N h a v e

Coached by 1998 Coach of the Year NEIL
KELLY, himself an ex-Dewsbury player with over
300 appearances to his credit, Dewsbury’s key
playmakers are half-backs BARRY EATON and
RICHARD AGAR. Scrum-half and goal-kicker Eaton
signed from Wakefield in 1995, while his partner
Agar, an astute fie ld k icker, has p layed for
F e a t h e r s t o n e L i o n s a n d R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s . H i s
f a t h e r A l a n p l a y e d i n D e w s b u r y ’ s 1 9 7 3
Championship team.

In apowerful pack prop MATTHEW LONG, ex-
Thornhill, returned home after aspell with Hull
S h a r k s , H o o k e r I A N TA L B O T s i g n e d f r o m

W a k e fi e l d W i l d c a t s
a f t e r p l a y i n g i n 1 5
Super League fixtures
l a s t t e r m . H e w a s
p r e v i o u s l y o n W i g a n ’ s
b o o k s . N o . 1 0 S H AY N E
WILLIAMS has played
a i l h i s c a r e e r w i t h t h e
Rams after signing in
1992 f r om Dewsbu ry
Cel t ic . He is r iva l led for
his position by ROBIN
JOWITT, a loca l l ad who
has graduated from the
Academy side.

I n t h e s e c o n d - r o w
S E A N R I C H A R D S O N
a n d B I L L Y K E R S H A W
h a v e b e e n t h e r e c e n t

c h o i c e s .
R i c h a r d s o n i s o n l o a n
from Wakefield having
a l s o a p p e a r e d w i t h
Widnes and Castleford,
w h i l e K e r s h a w i s

b e e n t h e r e c e n t fi r s t

c h o i c e s . B a k e r h a s
c o m e t h r o u g h t h e
ranks, whereas Flynn
h a s d o n e t h e r o u n d s
w i t h

C a s t l e f o r d , K e i g h l e y
a n d L e e d s .

C e n t r e

P O T T E R w a s a s t a r o f

Mike Eord ’s Bramley _____
team in 1999 and will ▶
need some watching. ^
Ford would have liked Nathan Graham
t o b r i n g P o t t e r t o
Boundary Park, so judge for yourselves whether
he would have been avaluable acquisition. His
par tner BRENDAN O’MEARA is an Aus t ra l ian w i th
e x p e r i e n c e a t S o u t h S y d n e y a n d l l l a w a r r a
S t e e l e r s .

W a k e fi e l d ,

D A N

Back up is provided by ALEX GODFREY, a
winger signed from York after playing with Hull
Academy; by DAVID MYCOE, an elusive halfback
with many years’ Super League experience at
Sheffield Eagles; and by GAVIN WOOD, alocal
youngster breaking through from the Academy
r a n k s .

fi r s t

Paul Delaney

CS)



W i t h B r i a n W a l k e r

NEW ADDIT IONS TO OLDHAMS HALL OF FAME

(Sponsored by J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
TERRY FLANAGAN

3 m ( 1 9 7 9 - 8 9 )
At just 19 the ball playing
loose forward became the
y o u n g e s t e v e r c l u b
captain. He led the side
t o t h e s e c o n d d i v i s i o n
c h a m p i o n s h i p i n 1 9 8 2
and was amajor influence
i n t h e c l u b c o n s o l i d a t i n g
its position in the first
d i v i s i o n i n t h e m i d 8 0 ’s ,
Represented GB at colt
a n d u n d e r t w e n t y f o u r
levels before winning the
fi r s t o f f o u r f u l l c a p s i n

1983. Toured in 1984 and played atotal of 281
first team games.

ITS TWO YEARS almost to the day that Martin
Murphy was invited to join the magnificent seven
already in the Hall of Fame. For aclub that has
produced 86 internationals, brought in players
from not just every corner of the UK but also from
every serious league playing nation consideration
t o i n c r e a s e t h e m e m b e r s o f t h i s ‘ e l i t e ’ c l u b i s
ongoing. There have been iots and lots of cracking
players that are not yet members!

The selection of the original Hall of Fame
came from within the old club but more recent ly a
small group including club historian, Michael
Turner and myself have taken on the job of
considering possible new contenders. Oldham’s
Hall of Fame was the first to be set up by any of
the British professional clubs and we believe we
have the responsibility to ensure it remains the
b e s t !

When ‘Murph’ was inaugurated the evening at
the Clayton Arms was not just aroaring success
but the publ ic i ty surrounding the event was
astonishing. Towards the end of this season we
hope to organise afurther inauguration involving
one or possibly two new Hall of Fame members.
This time around all Oldham supporters young and
old will be given the chance to have their say.

Detailed below are eight players that we think
have the pedigree to deserve consideration but
there will obviously be others. HAVE YOUR SAY!
Simply fill in the form on page 21 and return it to
the club. Remember those players listed are only
suggestions and you can nominate any player you
t h i n k d e s e r v e s t h e h o n o u r. ( T h e 8 e x i s t i n g
members are listed on p3).

A L E X G I V V O N S

( 1 9 3 3 - 9 3 )
The 19 year old Newport
s c r u m h a l f a r r i v e d i n
O l d h a m i n 1 9 3 3 a n d i s

s t i l l h e r e ! S e r v e d t h e
Oldham club for 60 years.
O n e o f t h e fi r s t c o l o u r e d

players to enter the world
of rugby his speed and
agility quickly made him a
favouri te with the Oldham
c r o w d . H i s O l d h a m
service was broken only
by ashor t per iod w i th
Huddersfield playing 241
first team games. Coached both first and second
teams and later helped out the club as kit manager.
Gained 6Welsh caps and twice toured France with
Brit ish representative sides. Alex opened the
O l d h a m H a l l o f F a m e i n 1 9 9 5 .

A B E A S H W O R T H

( c i r c a 1 8 8 8 - 9 3 )
O l d h a m s t a r t e d l i f e a s a

fwB rugby union club and in
t h o s e d a y s t h e E n g l a n d

lIP national team was
s e l e c t e d o n a t r u l y

i n a t i o n a l b a s i s . O l d h a m
only had one England

A b e

H E R M A N H I L T O N

(1913-25)
O n e o f t h e g r e a t e s t
forwards ever to play for
O ldham. A loca l man who
played 7times for GB and
3for England. Toured in
1 9 2 0 a n d s c o r e d 2 t r i e s

in the Ashes winning third
t e s t . C a p t a i n e d O l d h a m
to their Challenge Cup
final win against Hull KR
in 1924. Played 253 first
t e a m m a t c h e s .

t ■

i n t e r n a t i o n a l
A s h w o r t h - a f o r w a r d w h o

i n 1 8 8 2 w a s s e l e c t e d t o

IT"

play against the Irish in
M a n c h e s t e r . A b e h a d

joined the Oldham club
f rom Moss ley RU and

along with the signing went the promise of a‘new
job’. As the code was strictly amateur and Abe was
seen by RU to have ‘bettered’ himself he was for a
t i m e s u s p e n d e d f r o m t h e s p o r t ! L a r g e r t h a n l i f e
Ashworth was one of the early characters of the
game .

%

Continued on page 21
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C a b a r e t B a r
Playa de las Americas !Tenerife

To p C a b a r e t A c t s ❖ L i v e S k y S p o r t s

❖ E n g l i s h H o r s e R a c i n g ❖

Phyllis Kershaw &her son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
BtitlsU

PirkQub

If you choose Tenerife for your
holidays, call in at the Harlequins
f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,
Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin
Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe
P u r l
S i n t i i j D l l I

C a b a r e t
B a rM e d i t e r r a n e a n

OPEN TILL UTE
Seven days aweek

O79 54 60

Royil
Gin l ra

Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden
PLAY4 DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEO
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An interview by
a v e R o b e r t s w i t h

Jason C iegg
I

spot on. We have had alot more info than
l a s t s e a s o n . S o m e t i m e s w e g o t o
Pilsworth to play bowls which is agood
laugh. After the last home game we (or
should Isay ‘they’) went for aChinese. I
could not go as Ihad an engagement to go
t o .

What’s it like being the fans’ favourite?
I e n j o y i t b u t s o m e t i m e s i t ’ s

embarrassing. However the fans here are
top class and very vocal, but Ithink Imight
be losing the title to Joey Hayes.
You have just moved house!

/have moved from my parents house
and bought acottage, but Istill go back to
my mum’s to get my washing done as I
have not got awashing machine yet. It’s
strange when my mum does my washing
because it always comes back ironed and
folded. She must have agood machine!
Te l l m e s o m e t h i n g a m u s i n g t h a t h a s
happened during agame.

The only thing that comes to mind is
when we played at the Autoquest Stadium
l a s t s e a s o n . S o m e W i d n e s f a n s w e r e

giving me ahard time and decided to shout
Butch Dingie at me, but people can shout
what they like, it never gets to me.
So what about today’s game?

W e n e e d t o s h o w t h a t i t w a s n o fl u k e

winning at Widnes. We know it wasn’t but
we need to get aresult against Dewsbury
who, Isuspect, are alittle weaker than last
season, but there is no way we will be
underestimating them because they are
still avery good side and if we win people
should sit up and take notice because we
are taking things very seriously here.

D A V E R O B E R T S

Agreat result against Widnes Jason?
Yes! Ifelt confident on Friday that we

could go and get aresult. But if Widnes
had got back Into it and stolen two points
i t w o u l d h a v e b e e n a r e a l b a d r e s u l t . I t w a s

t h e b e s t r e s u l t f r o m t h e n e w C l u b s o f a r .

You picked up aknock in the second half?
/got abang on my head and had to

have four stitches, Iwanted to stay on and
finish the game. /4s for the stitches. I’m
not bothered about needles and things, so
its no big deal.
H o w d o y o u fi n d F o r d y ’ s t r a i n i n g
programme?

He is very well organised. He should
have been aschool teacher, everything is

d D
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r a e n K R O H l p

P A C K A G I N G L I M I T E Df m

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS
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T H E O L D H A M E L A S T I C C O M P A N Y

AModern Day Fable
IF YOU LOOK on the h igher ground above
Huddersfield Road, you will find all that's left of the
Oldham Elastic Company.

A l o w w a l l i s n o w a l l t h a t r e m a i n s o f i t ’ s f o r m e r

t o m o v e t o o t h e r c o m p a n i e s , e s p e c i a l l y i n
Wakefield, and sales began to fall. The sixties was
aforgettable decade for the company.

I n 1 9 7 0 t h e b o a r d w e r e a l m o s t t o t a l l y
replaced and the new board was headed by the ex¬
chairman of Rochdale Elastics Ltd. Things then
s t a r t e d t o i m p r o v e f o r t h e c o m p a n y , b u t o n l y
s l o w l y.

structure, the demolition men having moved in and all
but razed it to the ground. Nothing remains of its
famous history.

In the late 1800s when cotton was king, a
group of entrepreneurs discovered how to weave
e l a s t i c i n t o c o t t o n f a b r i c . T h i s w o u l d r e q u i r e a
m o r e s k i l f u l w o r k f o r c e a n d o v e r t i m e w o u l d h a v e t o

be paid.

I n 1 9 8 2 a n e w b a t c h o f e a g e r y o u n g
a p p r e n t i c e s w e r e e m p l o y e d , s o m e o f t h e b e s t
‘elastic’ men from the North of England and these
were to form the backbone of the workforce for ten

The Cotton Exchange barons and their union
were shocked by this development and would not
accept such payments were necessary, but the
entrepreneurs were determined to go ahead and at
afamous meeting in the Prince Albert Hotel it was
dec ided t ha t t he wo rke rs wou ld b reak away f r om
the cotton union and, form the 'League of Elastic
W o r k e r s ’ . W o r d s p r e a d a r o u n d t h e N o r t h o f
England and companies in other towns also broke
away, abreakaway which was to last for one
hundred years.

Oldham Elastic prospered as news of the new
fabric spread and many skilful cotton workers soon
joined the company. Before the outbreak of the
Fi rs t Wor ld War orders came in f rom a l l over the

y e a r s .
I n 1 9 8 8 a b o l d d e c i s i o n w a s t a k e n t o b e c o m e

aPublic Limited Company (PLC) and shares were
sold to the people of Oldham in order to purchase
new machinery. This was duly done and for at ime
sales were brisk and the PLC were looking forward
to reviving the successes of the ‘20s and ‘50s.

H o w e v e r i n 1 9 9 5 c a m e t h e b o m b s h e l l . T h e

elasticated fabric industry was suffering throughout
the Nor th , and an Aust ra l ian E las t ic mogul bought
out all the companies in Britain.

At first he insisted on ‘re-structuring’, with
companies having to merge -Oldham with Salford
S t r e t c h e r s , W i d n e s W a i s t c o a t s w i t h W a r r i n g t o n
Corsets etc. The public were furious and many
demonstrations were held. Thankfully they had
their way and there were no mergers.

A f t e r t h i s t h e w o r k e r s ’ p a y p a c k e t s d o u b l e d
and trebled and new houses and cars were bought
without any discernible improvement in production.
Something had to snap!

T h e O l d h a m E l a s t i c C o m p a n y b y n o w o w e d
mi l l ions of pounds to i t ’s credi tors and the
dec is ion was made to se l l the fac tory to p roper ty
d e v e l o p e r s . T h e r e w a s a p u b l i c o u t c r y , b u t t h e
d e e d h a d t o b e d o n e .

The factory was sold and was demolished
w i t h s u c h i n d e c e n t h a s t e t h a t e x - e m p l o y e e s n o w
feel apang of remorse whenever they pass the
s i t e .

world, especially Australia and New Zealand, for
th i s modern fab r i c and O ldham E las t i c won many
major honours for their outstanding product.
During the war some of the workers volunteered
and fought in the great battles in France where
unfortunately six of them lost their lives.

T h e t w e n t i e s w a s a b o o m p e r i o d f o r t h e
c o m p a n y a n d m a n y e x p o r t a w a r d s w e r e w o n
especially in the years 1924-27 consecutively.
(Best Elastic Product).

The workforce was again depleted at the
o n s e t o f t h e S e c o n d Wo r l d Wa r a n d o n c e a g a i n
many workers volunteered their services for king
and count ry.

The 1950s were great times for the Oldham
Elastic Company; new products were sold, the
workforce grew and made more money, exports
i n c r e a s e d a n d t h e c o m p a n y w o n m a n y a w a r d s
except fo r the e lus ive Queens Award fo r Indust ry,
an award which eludes them to this day.

A l a s s o m e o f t h e w o r k f o r c e w e r e p e r s u a d e d

Today the question on everybody’s lips is
‘Can the company, just like elastic, spring back
into i t ’s old shape?’

Well, we’d like to think so.

G M

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

i 3 l i ! i 0161 -284 9000 i i l l
o >



A m a t e u r A l b u m
W a t e r s h e d d i n g s W a n d e r e r s

Watersheddings Wanderers 1999 —2000

loyalest club sponsor, though, has been Alex Haynes of
Haynes P ies , Huddersfie ld Road , Wate rhead , who
provided the original playing kit, further items of playing
gear and, th is season, pos t p ro tec to rs , equ ipment
which, over the years, has cost asmall fortune. Other
Sponsors have also helped such as Ian South, butcher,
of Chew Valley Road, Greenfield, so anyone interested
in offering any assistance to the club should contact
c lub secretary and hard working prop-forward Dave
Hayes on 624 -3027.

THE younges t c lub in membersh ip o f the O ldham
Amateur League are Watersheddings Wanderers who
w e r e f o u n d e d i n 1 9 9 4 . T h e f o u n d e r o f t h e c l u b w a s

Jake Ashworth, one of the great characters of amateur
r u g b y i n t h i s a r e a . A f t e r a l e n g t h y p l a y i n g c a r e e r
involving various clubs, Jake enjoyed several coaching
a p p o i n t m e n t s , i n c l u d i n g a s p e l l i n t h e N a t i o n a l
Conference League, but when he found himself without
aclub he decided to set up his own. ‘Various clubs
declined my assistance’, said Jake, 'And anumber of
players said they would play for me if Iset up aclub.
S o I d i d , ’

D o n Y a t e s

Amongst the players recruited by Wanderers was
John Stapleton, the former Swinton, Rochdale Hornets
and Mansfield professional whose experience in the
ear ly days was abig help to the youngsters in the
squad. Another famous player to appear briefly for the
Wanderers was Geoff Munro, the utility player whose try
scoring feats in the late 70s and early 80s were a
feature of the Oldham professional club.

Wandere rs , howeve r, have unea r thed seve ra l
scor ing sensat ions o f the i r own dur ing the i r shor t
history. During 1997 they were involved in several high
scor ing matches. The Hal i fax based Lonsdale c lub
twice suffered heavily at the hands of the Wanderers
during that year. Watersheddings beat them 106-0 at
Stoneleigh Park where John Kenway scored two tries
and 12 goals and then in the away match, Wanderers
again topped the century mark, winning 106-6 with
S t e v e E l l s w o r t h s c o r i n g fi v e t r i e s a n d 1 5 g o a l s .
Ellsworth claimed an even bigger haul during a108-1
victory over Prospect Warriors, this time scoring seven
tries and 14 goals, aPennine League record. Later in
the year centre Eddie Aspin scored six tries and eight
goals when Prospect Warriors were again hammered,
this time 86-0 in aPresidents Cup-tie.

Wanderers, currently in the fourth division of the
Pennine League, play their home games at Stoneleigh
Park, changing at Watersheddings School off Broadbent
Road, and providing af ter match enterta inment and
refreshment at the Weavers Arms, Huddersfield Road.
Landlord Tony Rnan provides generous assistance and
w a s i n v o l v e d i n t a l k s w h i c h l e d t o t h e J o h n W i l l i e L e e s

Brewery sponsoring the playing kit for this season. The

A L L I A N C E F I R S T D I V I S I O N F I X T U R E S 2 0 0 0

J A N U A R Y
8 t h W h i t e h a v e n W a r r i o r s

1 5 t h B A R R O W B . R .

22nd Work ing ton Town
2 7 t h R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s

F E B R U A R Y
3 r d F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S H W 3 4 - 6

26th Bat ley Bu l ldogs
M A R C H

8th Widnes Vik ings
1 4 t h K E I G H L E Y C O U G A R S
2 3 r d R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S
3 0 t h F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s

A P R I L
5 t h H u n s l e t H a w k s

1 3 t h B A T L E Y B U L L D O G S
2 0 t h L E I G H C E N T U R I O N S
2 7 t h H U N S L E T H A W K S

M A Y

3rd Keighley Cougars
1 3 t h W H I T E H A V E N W .
2 0 t h B a r r o w B . R .
2 7 t h W O R K I N G T O N T O W N

31 St Leigh Centurions
J U N E
I S t h W I D N E S V I K I N G S

J U L Y
1 s t T O P F I V E P L A Y O F F

2 2 n d G R A N D F I N A L P L A Y O F F F I N A L

A W 1 8 - 1 6
H W 4 2 - 2
A L 2 6 - 4
A L 1 6 - 4

A W 1 8 - 1 1

A L 4 0 - 6
H W 3 4 - 1 2
H 7 . 3 0
A 7 . 3 0

A 7 . 3 0
H 7 . 3 0
H 7 . 3 0
H 7 . 3 0

A 7 . 3 0
H 2 . 3 0
A 2 . 3 0
H 2 . 3 0
A 7 . 3 0

H 7 . 3 0

( S )



C o n t i n u e d

f rom page 14

F R A N K S T I R R U P

( 1 9 5 1 - 6 0 )
Signed from Salford. A
ball handling half back of
s u c h s k i l l h e w a s k n o w n

throughout the sport as
Mr Football. His sleight
o f h a n d e x c h a n g e s
particularly with out half
F r a n k D a l e y b e c a m e
l e g e n d a r y a t
Watersheddings. Frank’s
introduct ion proved to be
the turning point in the
f o r t u n e s o f t h e c l u b .

Frank was the first Oldham captain to get his
hands on amajor trophy for over twenty years
when he was p resen ted w i th the Lancash i re Cup
fo l lowing the 1956 v ic to ry over S t He lens .
Desperately unlucky not to represent his country
Stirrup did, though, gain county honours. There
have been very few players over the years who left
such a las t i ng impress ion w i th t he O ldham
suppor te rs .

S I D L I T T L E Q B E

( 1 9 5 2 - 5 9 )
L i t t l e c a m e t o W a t e r ¬

sheddings in 1952 via
the RAF, Har lequ ins , and
C u m b e r l a n d R U c o u n t y
s i d e . T h e s o r t o f p l a y e r
you would perhaps expect
to see grace the pitch at
T w i c k e n h a m r a t h e r t h a n

W a t e r s h e d d i n g s .
N e v e r t h e l e s s S i d , a
t r e m e n d o u s runn ing
s e c o n d r o w e r, p r o v i d e d ,

w i t h C h a r l i e W i n s l a d e , i n t h e 5 0 s t h e b e s t b a c k
row in the business. The fabulous Oldham side of
that period owed much to Little. Chosen 10 times
f o r G B h e w o u l d , i f s e l e c t e d , j o i n f o r m e r t e a m
mates Alan Davies, John Etty, Bernard Ganley and
D e r e k T u r n e r i n t h e H a l l o f F a m e . A s u c c e s s f u l

b u s i n e s s m a n i n t h e M i d l a n d s h e i s c u r r e n t l y
recuperating from heart surgery. Played 249 first
team games.

B O B S L O M A N

( 1 9 2 1 - 2 9 )
This towering forward was
e n t i c e d n o r t h i n 1 9 2 1

from Plymouth RU. For
t h e n e x t e i g h t y e a r s h e
w a s

s e l e c t i o n i n t h e s e c o n d
r o w . T h i s w a s t h e m o s t

s u c c e s s f u i p e r i o d o f t h e
c l u b ’ s h i s t o r y w h e n i t
a p p e a r e d
consecut ive Chai lenge
C u p fi n a i s a r e c o r d t h a t
s t o o d u n t i l t h e 9 0 s . H e
w a s t h e l a s t O l d h a m s k i p p e r t o h o l d t h e t r o p h y
a l o f t . O n e o f o n l y t w o O l d h a m p l a y e r s t o b e
selected for two tours, Bob played 5times for GB
and 5for England. Played 268 times for the club.

A L F W O O D

( 1 9 0 8 - 2 0 )
The most famous rugby
m a t c h o f a l l t i m e s w a s

t h e ‘ R o r k e ’ s D r i f t ’ t e s t
held in 1914 at Sydney
C r i c k e t G r o u n d . T h e
s e r i e s w a s a t o n e e a c h
a n d i n t h e A s h e s d e c i d e r
t h e L i o n s w e r e d o w n t o
n i n e m e n b u t s t i l l

managed to win 14-6. Alf
Wood p layed the fu l l
game with abroken nose. Oldham had two other
players in that monumental match, Billy Hall and
Dave Hol land. A l f , a l ready an England RU
international, joined the club from Newton Abbot
R U a n d w a s s e l e c t e d f o r t h e 1 9 1 4 a n d 1 9 2 0 t o u r s .
At the commencement of the 1920 tour Wood was
36, still arecord age for atourist.

There are dozens more - Ike Southward, Mike El l io t , Kevin Taylor, Mike Ford, Terry Clawson, David
Hobbs, Hugh Waddell, Dave Parker, Frank Pitchford, Ken Jackson, Terry O’Grady, Jack Read, Harry
Ogden, Charlie Winslade, Bryn Goldswain, Sid Rix, Biily Hall, Dave Holland, Jim Lomas, Tiny Solomona,
Ken Wilson, Arthur Lees, Jack Keith, Don Vines, George Smith, Len McIntyre, Alan Kellet, Bobby Lidner,
Frank Foster, Johnny Noon etc. etc. Just let us have your choice!

a u t o m a t i ca n

4i n

PLEASE FILL IN THE FOLLOWING DETAILS AND RETURN TO THE CLUB OFFICE AT:

64, Union Street, Oldham, OL1 1DJ
O L D H A M H A L L O F F A M E N O M I N A T I O N S

Player 1....
Player 2....
Y o u r N a m e :

A d d r e s s : . . .

d D
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w e b . s i t ^
c b m m b n s e n s e . c o m

With Simon Winnard

ALETTER to last week’s Rugby Leaguer raised an
interesting point. Last season, acritical analysis
of Rugby League was carried out by the powers
that be. Mergers were once again on the agenda
and financial carrots dangled which eventual ly
saw the much maligned departure of Sheffield
and Ga teshead . Anew, t r immer, meaner and
more competit ive Super League was heralded.
Future tough dec is ions were promised, s t r ic t
benchmarks to be set for the remaining clubs
from which the game was set to build on and
move forward into the 21st century ... it almost
sounds too good to be true!

Those proposals stated that every club must
apply for aSuper League 2002 franchise by the
d e a d l i n e o f M a r c h 3 1 s t 2 0 0 0 . I n d e e d , s o m e
months ago, SLE, representatives went to great
lengths to assure us all that the minimum criteria
were being formulated ready for publication. This
was intended to not only keep the paying public
fully informed but also allow clubs the time to
prepare their f ranchise bids for the deadl ine.
However, l ike so many grand promises, these
criteria have simply not material ised. Wil l we,
therefore, have afrantic next twelve days, have
an even trimmer Super League in 2002, or have
we conveniently moved the goal posts once again
w h e n i t s u i t s ?

Perhaps SLE should take aleaf out of the
NFP and, more specifically, Gateshead Thunder’s
book who have finalised their application to enter
n e x t s e a s o n ’ s N F P t w o m o n t h s i n a d v a n c e o f

their May deadline.

a n a r e a w h i c h w a s a l r e a d y c a u s i n g s o m e
concern prior to this latest setback.

T h e d e c i s i v e m o v e t o s i g n S h a y n e
McMenemy looks an inspired one from what i
have seen of the p layer so far th is season.
R o c h d a l e ’ s l o s s I ’ m s u r e w i l l p r o v e t o b e
Oldham’s gain as the Australian has no shortage
of power, pace and the ability to offload in the
tackle. He particularly impressed me during the
Law Cup final where, alongside Dane Dorahy, he
e x c e l l e d f r o m w i t h i n a m e d i o c r e H o r n e t s t e a m

per fo rmance. Today w i l l l i ke ly see h is home
debu t and we w ish h im we l l .

It was so refreshing to witness the Oldham
performance in the Lancashire Lynx game. Not
only was it the first time since the Roughyeds’ re¬
birth that we have controlled agame from start
to finish against league opposition, but the result
w a s n e v e r i n d o u b t a n d t h e t e a m s t u c k t o a

disciplined game plan despite the ‘throw it out
wide on the first tackle’ brigade.

1love to see an exciting and expansive game
as much as the next man, but there is atime
and ap lace for i t and that ’s not on the firs t
tackle and close to your own line. Indeed, there
have been times when the undoubted speed and
talent of Messrs. Hayes and Sibson could have
b e e n u t i l i s e d m o r e . H o w e v e r t h e r e h a s b e e n

some unwarranted criticism and particularly that
d i r e c t e d a t M i k e F o r d . M i k e d i d n ’ t h a v e t h e b e s t

of games as aplayer 'and he’d be the first to
admit i t . However, his presence on the pi tch
g ives Oldham d i rec t ion and purpose and h is
e f f o r t s f o r t h e c l u b t h i s s e a s o n d e s e r v e b e t t e r
t h a n t h a t .

Last season we were st ruggl ing to even
compete with the likes of Lancashire Lynx and
n o w a 5 0 - 8 v i c t o r y i s n ’ t g o o d e n o u g h ? . . .
P l e a s e , l e t s p u t t h i s i n t o s o m e f o r m o f
reasonable perspective. What’s more, adopting
good habits in Rugby League in the easier games
leads to improved performances against abetter
s tandard of oppos i t ion . . .and what a fantast ic
resu l t aga ins t Widnes las t week w i th agrea t
individual performance from Mike Ford. What a
d i f f e r e n c e a w e e k m a k e s o r s h o u l d t h a t b e a

y e a r . . . r e m e m b e r o u r v i s i t t o W i d n e s l a s t
s e a s o n ?

❖

C l o s e r t o h o m e ,
w e h a v e s e e n t h e

departure of back row
forward Tom O’Rei l ly
b a c k d o w n u n d e r i n
s i m i l a r i l l - f a t e d

c i r c u m s t a n c e s t o

t h o s e o f J o s h

B o s t o c k l a s t s e a s o n .
W h i l s t w e w i s h h i m a

s p e e d y
M i k e
a t t e n t i o n s h a v e n o w

been firmly fixed on Tom O'Reilly

r e c o v e r y .
F o r d ’ s

d D



Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health Sc Safety Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

Cas t l e House ,Schofie ld S t ree t , O ldham,OL8 IQL

G o o d w i n

B E S T i

B̂USSio
O l d h a m C h a m b e r T e l : 0 X 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5

Speedy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd.

O l d h a m D e p o t
T e l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

for Ford inI
ISaddleworth
I ! N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

!Service &repairsiGood Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2000 Season I

IB L A I N E Y ’ S
B A K E R S

e s c o r t

Rick Whyman Ltd.V
. S A D D L E W O R T H

M O T O R C OHigh Class Bakers and
C o n f e c t i o n e r s

73, Lees Road, Oldham
Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 - 7 3 9 1

V H I G H S T R E E T,
^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM

01457 872178
T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e

T H ET H E Your Local Family Credit Company wishes
O l d h a m R L F C e v e r y s u c c e s s i n 1 9 9 9

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n
M E E T I N G T H E N E E D S O F F A M I L I E S F O R O V E R E I G H T Y Y E A R S

21 Ret i ro St reet , Oldham !Tel 0161 624 9908

BEEBEE
Foundni 1914E o u fl d t d 1 9 1 4

U a m i l y fi n a n c e[family finance

IT a 9

proudly associated with Oldham R.L.F.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and
part time courses starting this summer call us on
Freephone 0800 269 480.

T H E

O L D H . A . M
C O L L E G E

® )



A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
A s h t o n - J o h n M i l l s
Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0 1 6 1 - 3 3 9 6 1 4 0

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 A M HA M H

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D

Pumps y\
E s t a b l i s h e d 1 9 4 7

P l u m b e r s ! E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heat ing Eng ineer ing
Securi ty Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3
SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

O L D H A M As approved distributor for
many of Europe’s leading

manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock

range with guaranteed delivery
a n d u n r i v a l l e d t e c h n i c a l

expertise

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2000

<S)



Craig Barker
Gaskell &Co Estate Agents

Oldham &Uppermill
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 0 1 4 2 7 o r

0 1 4 5 7 8 7 0 5 5 7

Dav id G ibbons

Allen, Mills, Howard &Co.
A c c o u n t a n t s

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Chris Nayior
John Wi l l ie Lees

Brewery

' I

Tom O’Reiiiy
M o o r s i d e E l e c t r i c a l

C o n t r a c t o r s
Te l : 0 1 7 0 6 8 4 2 4 1 6

K e i t h B r e n n a n

Lansdowne RooTmg
Supplies Ltd.

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 0 8 9 6

Danny Guest
Frank Royales

Window Cleaning
S e r v i c e sz l

Mark Campbeii
Saddleworth Sports
and Schoo l Un i fo rm

Majorie &Geoff Cooke

Andy Proctor
Ricbrad Roofing

Te l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 2 0 0 0

Joey Hayes
B r o a d h u r s t

Engineering Ltd

Pa t R ich

George Barlow
Sc Sons Ltd

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 3 0 1

C h r i s H o i i a n d

John Wi l l ie Lees

Brewery

Leo Casey
M e d l o c k L t d

John Hough
Platt Sc Hill Ltd

Foam Sc Fibre Filling
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 1 4 4 0 0

Wes Rogers
M a c F a r l a n e

Merchanting Limited
Stalybridge

Jason Ciegg
C e l e b r a t e C a t e r e r s
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 6 1 9

G a v i n D o d d
A l Z a b i e l a

ALZ Gym
0 1 6 1 6 2 6 5 5 7 7

Warren Druggitt
Ha l l Needham Ass

A r c h i t e c t s
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 4 4 5

G r e a m e S h a w

John Wi l l ie Lees

Brewery

■tA

M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop
D o m i n o

Engineering Ltd

Pe te r Fe r r i s

John wane Lees

Brewery

J o e M c N i c h o i a s

lain Tayior ■f ^*■
■ V

k K e v i n F i t z p a t r i c k
1Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd
f P l u m b i n g , H e a t i n g &

M e c h a n i c a i S e r v i c e s
K T e i : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 9 1 7 5

K e v i n M a n n i o n

Lansdowne Trading
S e r v i c e s L t d

T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 1 1 4 1

I a n S i n fi e i d

J o h n B a r r e t t

(Time keeper)

Nathan Variey
John wane Lees

Brewery

M i k e F o r d

Roughyed Times
F a n z i n e

A d r i a n M e a d

M e d l o c k L t d

I j C r a i g
. M M i i n e r
■'W Supporters
J i C l u b

p i D a v e i
^ L e w i s ]

Anthony Gibbons
Ve n d s Va l e t

M a c h i n e s L t d
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 3 7 9 3

Wa r r e n B a r r o w

A l a n B u t t e r w o r t h

Shaw Finance Company

■ - » - o ’

j J l
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Leisure Tops. So watch this space for further
d e t a i i s .

E L I T E ’ C L U B

Abig Thank You to aii supporters who have
joined our new membership scheme the
‘Eiite’. By the time you are reading this the
resuit of the draw for the ViP day for two at the
Hunsiet Hawks game wiil be known. Weii
D o n e t o t h e w i n n e r s ! ! T h e r e i s n o d e a d i i n e f o r

Joining the ‘Eiite’. Membership costs £15 and
t h e r e a r e n u m e r o u s b e n e fi t s t o b e h a d . . . n o t

ieast the fact that you are helping YOUR Club.
For further details please contact the Club.

AWA R M w e l c o m e t o B o u n d a r y P a r k t o a l l
suppor ters . I t seems a long t ime s ince Ihad
the oppor tun i t y to upda te you w i th wha t i s
happening in and around the Ciub. Recent
events seemed to be turn ing aga ins t us . . .
t h a t w a s u n t i i W i d n e s ! W h a t a t r e m e n d o u s

per formance by Mike and the boys! !wasn ’ t
n e r v o u s i n t h e l a s t fi v e m i n u t e s - h o n e s t !

P L A Y E R S P O N S O R S H I P

As you may be aware we try to get al l our
players sponsored at the start of the season.
Iwould l ike to take this opportuni ty to thank
M r A l a n B u t t e r w o r t h o f S h a w F i n a n c e

Company and Mr Nei l Haughton of Moorside
E l e c t r i c a l C o n t r a c t o r s . T h e y s p o n s o r e d
Messrs. Moseley and O’Reilly and have been
very understanding in the difficulties we have
had with these players. They have now kindly
agreed to sponsor Warren Barrow and Shayne
McMenemy.
W h i l s t w e a r e o n t h e s u b j e c t o f p l a y e r
sponsorship we are looking for asponsor for
young prop Lee Doran our recent signing.
Anyone in terested p lease contact me at the
C l u b o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 .

A W A Y M A T C H T R A V E L

The Club is organising travel to away matches
this season. We are using Bar lows Coaches
and you can either book directly through the
Club on 0161 628 3677 between 9and 5pm
Monday to Friday (or on 0161 627 2141
9- lpm Saturdays) or phone Joyce Pi lk ington
o n 0 1 6 1 6 6 5 3 1 7 5 . ‘ E l i t e ’ C l u b m e m b e r s

rece ive ex t ra d iscounts on away t rave l . So
there is no excuse for not being part of the
‘Roughyeds Barmy Army!’

‘ S C R U F F Y H O U G H Y S U P E R D A D I ’

Abelated congratulations to John and Louise
Hough on the safe arrival of their baby son
Joseph. Everybody a t the C lub hopes bo th
Mother and Baby are doing well. Let’s hope
our scouts keep an eye on Hough Jnr, if he’s
half as good as his Dad we’ll have another
good ‘un!

MATCH VIDEOS /CLUB SHOP
All match videos can be ordered in the Shop
for the very reasonable pr ice of £9.99. The
Widnes match seems to be very popular!! The
Club Shop wi l l a lso be receiv ing some new
m e r c h a n d i s e i n t h e n e x t f e w w e e k s . I n c l u d e d

will be Jackets, Fleeces, Polo shirts and other

Until next time. Enjoy your Rugby.

S c o t t

S u p p o r t e r s c l u b
Hi Folks,

We would like to thank you all for the
support you gave us last season.

As you wi l l know we carr ied out a
s u r v e y r e g a r d i n g t h e n a t u r e o f t h e
Supporters Club for 2000 and beyond. The
result of this survey will be announced and
d i s c u s s e d a t a m e e t i n g t o b e h e l d

THIS TUESDAY, 21ST MARCH IN THE
CLAYTON ARMS beg inn ing a t 7 .00pm.
Everyone wi th the interests of Oldham
Roughyeds at heart is invited to attend and
put their point of view.

Further details, if required, from David
P a t t e r s o n o n 0 1 6 1 3 4 5 8 5 6 6 .

d D



S a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r mN E I L

G I B B I S O N Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports

S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l
U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d

Mail Order &Delivery Service
A v a i l a b l e

■B.D.S., V.U. Mane

Dental
Surgeon

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e
93 Chew Va l l ey Road , Greenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashi re . OL3 7JJ
P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill

O ldham OL3 6HV

❖Tel 01457 872108
E a s y P a r k i n g ■V i s a ! M a s t e r c a r d ■S w i t c h ■

D e l t a ■S o l o ! A m e x

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office:

St John's Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,
Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.
Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337
Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

U S A O f fi c e :

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658 Sequel Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,Caiifornia 95065
Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbeli.net
Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

d D



“...and that’s agreat ball
played out wide to the

wing...”

o

T h e m T E A M
A t G E O R G E H I L L

n e v e r a T R Y I N G

experience. We
Jhave all the products

you need to get the
right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

t h e G r e a t b a l l

w w w . m i t r e . c o m
r

%

I
a u t h o r i t y . . .

Official Supplier of
Match and Training Balls to:

The Rugby League,
Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

T h e

m' j j!l
T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s

Scott fe ld Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250

W R I G L E Y

C L A Y D O N
s i n c e 1 7 9 5S O L I C I T O R S

2 9 / 3 3 U n i o n S t r e e t O l d h a m O L I I H H

DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAiL(g)wrigleyclaydo n.com FAX 0161 6 2 4 3 7 4 3

TEL 0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1

»QJMUTY SMVIClA R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M



T H E D O N ’
On this Day never played another first team match for

O l d h a m .

D o n Ya t e s l o o k s b a c k t o M a r c h 1 9 t h y e s t e r y e a r .

THIS afternoon Dewsbury wil l be making
their first ever visit to this stadium although,
of course, they have vis i ted Oldham on
many occasions when the Roughyeds were
stationed at Watersheddings.

T h e y h a v e a l s o v i s i t e d a f e w o t h e r
grounds which are now housing estates. For
example, ninety-six years ago, on Saturday
19th March 1904, Dewsbury appeared at
the Moss Lane ground at Morecambe who
then had ateam in the league. I t was a
successful trip to the seaside for Dewsbury
w h o w o n t h a t m a t c h 1 8 - 5 .

Eight other now defunct league clubs
were in action that afternoon, Saturday 19th
M a r c h 1 9 0 4 . S o u t h S h i e l d s l o s t 6 - 0 a t

R o c h d a l e , B i r k e n h e a d b e a t Yo r k 5 - 0 ,
Brighouse Rangers won 11-6 at Lancaster
and Broughton Rangers beat Runcorn 11-0.
In the Challenge Cup, Pontefract knocked
out Batley 9-3 but Holbeck’s cup interest
ended at Bradford where they lost 9-0.

Another rugby league facet which has
long since disappeared is the staging of tour
trials, matches involving teams of players
w h o w e r e u n d e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r s e l e c t i o n

o n a L i o n s t o u r l a t e r i n t h e y e a r . O n
Wednesday 19th March 1958 one such tour
trial was staged at Headingley where the
‘ G r e e n s ’ d e f e a t e d t h e ‘ W h i t e s ’ 4 1 - 1 8 .

Oldham centre Denis Ayres was atry scorer
fo r the ‘Greens ’ and another Roughyed
i n v o l v e d i n t h a t m a t c h w a s ‘ W h i t e s ’ s e c o n d -

r o w f o r w a r d C h a r l i e W i n s l a d e .

Unfortunately neither player was chosen
for that 1958 Australasian tour. Saturday
19th March 1955 was asignificant day in
the career of Robert Jennings. That day
Jennings made his Oldham debut when he
was hooker in the Roughyeds’ team which
defeated Widnes 36-2 at Watersheddings.
Despite scoring atry in that match Jennings

Goai kicking stand-off Chris Wilkinson
played thirteen matches for Oldham and he
also played 55 games for Dewsbury. At one
t ime Wi lk inson he ld the Dewsbury Club
record for goals landed in one match, ten
a g a i n s t H u d d e r s fi e l d . O n S u n d a y 1 9 t h
March 1989 Wilkinson got some practice in
for his record breaking feat when he landed
eight goa ls in Dewsbury ’s 48-8 Second
Division victory at Runcorn Highfield.

On that same afternoon, Sunday 19th
M a r c h 1 9 8 9 , O l d h a m e n t e r t a i n e d Wa k e fi e l d
Trinity in aFirst Division match. At stand-off
for Oldham that day was current player-
coach Mike Ford during his first spell with
the club. Ford was atry scorer as Oldham
went on to beat Trinity 24-8.

Saturday 19th March 1932 was another
disappointing afternoon for Wakefield Trinity.
That day they were beaten 7-4 by Swinton at
Rochdale in the semi-final of the Challenge
Cup. In those days semi-final t ies were
played simultaneously, although the other
semi-final that year ended indecisively with
H a l i f a x a n d L e e d s d r a w i n g 2 - 2 a t
H u d d e r s fi e l d . O v e r 5 3 , 0 0 0 s p e c t a t o r s
a t t e n d e d t h o s e t w o t i e s w i t h 2 1 , 2 7 3 a t
Rochda le and 31 ,818 a t Hudde rsfie ld .

Wi th Dewsbury en joy ing asuccessfu l
season, the Roughyeds will be hoping for a
bumper gate this afternoon. However, it is
unlikely to approach the 18,500 crowd, a
ground record, which was attracted to the
Recreation Ground, Whitehaven 40 years
ago, on Saturday 19th March 1960. That
day Whitehaven met Wakefield Trinity in the
quar ter -fina l o f the Chal lenge Cup, a t ie
which Trinity won 21-10. There were three
former Oldham players in the Wakefield line¬
up that afternoon, winger John Etty, second-
r o w f o r w a r d D o n V i n e s a n d l o o s e - f o r w a r d

Derek Turner who crossed for acouple of
t r i e s .

<g)



ifiPfinrm Sff jQommDate Opponent
DECEMBER

Resu l t A t t

F - A

12 ROCHDALE H(LAW CUP) W30-18 1,204
27 ROCHDALE HORNETS M a t c h

The Ellen Group Pic
W23-20 3,562

JANUARY

2 Swinton Lions

9 WHITEHAVEN W

16 Barrow B.R.

23 WORKINGTON T

FEBRUARY

6 Doncaster Dragons

8 Wigan St. J(SCCC R3) W44-0 1,376

13 Rochdale H(SCCC R4) L14-30 2,168

20 Leigh Centurions
MARCH

5 LANCASHIRE LYNX

12 Widnes Vikings
19 OEWSBURY RAMS

26 Featherstone Rovers

APRIL

2 Sheffield Eagles
9 HUNSLET HAWKS

16 Batley Bulldogs
21 Rochdale Hornets

24 SWINTON LIONS

W23-18 2,567

W26-22 2,446

L19-16 1,618

W30-17 2,222

Quebec Street, Westwood, Oldham 0L9 6QL

0 1 6 1 3 4 5 5 5 4 4

A s s o c i a t e M a t c h
Sudden Solutions

DTE House, Hollins Mount, Bury BL9 BAT

0 1 6 1 7 6 7 1 2 0 0

L16-26 2,130

L10-28 2,410

W50-8 1,522
W20-31 3,300

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 3 0

Cha i r h i hn
Tymbuktu Health &Beauty Clinic

126 Yorkshire Street, Oldham, OL1 ISA

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 6 6 7
A 3 . 1 5

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

A 7 . 3 0

H 3 . 0 0

M a n o f t h e M a t c h
Masons CommunicationsMAY

Worid Trade Centre, Exchange Quay, Manchester MSS EJS1 YORK WASPS

7 Hull Kingston Rovers
10 KEIGHLEY COUGARS

14 Whitehaven Warriors

21 BARROW B.R.

26 Workington Town
29 DONCASTER DRAGONS H3.00

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0 0 1 6 1 8 7 7 7 8 0 8
H 7 . 3 0

A 3 . 0 0

H 3 . 0 0

A 7 . 3 0

M a t c h b a U
Ellen Smith (Tours) Ltd

Mandale Park, Corporation Road, Rochdale OL11 4HJ

0 1 7 0 6 7 1 2 3 2 1
JUNE

4 LEIGH CENTURIONS

11 Lancashire Lynx
18 WIDNES VIKINGS

25 Dewsbury Rams

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

Programme
Mr Ron Wil l iams

H 3 . 0 0

A 3 . 0 0

JULY

2FEATHERSTONE ROVERS H3.00 Happy 60th Birthday
From all friends and family

Oldham RLFC fully support the let’s
t a c k l e r a c i s m i n r u g b y l e a g u e
campaign and welcomes all players
and spectators irrespective of their
ethnic or racial origins. Racism has no
place in our game and racist chants are
totally unacceptable. Allow everyone to
enjoy the game.

I m p o r t a n t N o t i c e
Boundary Park is fitted with an emergency alert system (Local High Pitch, Two

Tone Signal). If you should hear the signal please pay attention to the
INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN. ATEST OF THE ALERT SYSTEM WILL BE MADE PRIOR TO EACH GAME,

TWENTY MINUTES PRIOR TO THE KICK-OFF TIME, FOLLOWED BY THE WORDS:
“ T h i s i s a t e s t o f t h e B o u n d a r y P a r k A l e r t S y s t e m ”



Oldham -Well placed for the
challenges of the New Millennium

CXF :

Oldham Metropolitan Borough is ready to meet the
many and varied challenges of 2000 and beyond.

The Council’s forward thinking approach,
commitment and act iv i t ies have resul ted in a
massive regeneration and revitalisation programme
of the Borough throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

This endeavour has led to an expanding, improving
town centre which has benefited f rom £100 mi l l ion

investment, 20 new schools in as many years, a
national award-winning multi million pound
regeneration scheme, development of anew cultural
quarter, anew business management school, a
town centre based leisure scheme including
multiplex cinema, Britain’s newest Sixth Form
College, adiversity of industry, the planned
extension of the Metrolink tram system and much
m o r e .

All this, together with Oldham’s reputation for
innovat ion, hard work and f r iendl iness means that
the Borough finds itself well placed to meet the
challenges of the New Millennium.

The Council is committed to continuing to serve the
local community and in helping Oldham maintain its
significant status in the North West Region.

Enquiries about the Council’s policies and activities,
including its regeneration programmes and policies
to the Chief Executive’s Department, PO Box 160,
Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG.

O L D H A M D O D D
Metropolitan Borough D



N O i m i E R N
F O R D

OLDHAM DEWSBURY RAMS
C o a c h M i k e F O R D C o a c h N E I L K E L L Y

N a t h a n G R A H A M

R i c h a r d B A K E R

G a v i n W O O D

D a n P O T T E R

A d r i a n F L Y N N

D a v i d M Y C O E

Barry EATON
M a t t h e w L O N G

I a n TA L B O T

R o b i n J O W I T T

D a v e S M I T H

S e a n R I C H A R D S O N

D a m i a n B A L L

M a r k S I B S O N

Joey HAYES
Anthony GIBBONS

P a t R I C H

J o e M c N I C H O L A S

D a v i d G I B B O N S

M i k e F O R D

J a s o n C L E G G

J o h n H O U G H

A n d r e w P R O C T O R

C h r i s H O L L A N D

Shayne McMENEMY
M a r k C A M P B E L L

r io j
F 111
F 12|
[131

L e o C A S E Y W
Wes ROGERS (15
Ian SINFIELD @

Danny GUEST

A l e x G O D F R E Y

Andy SPINK
S i m o n H I C K S

K e v i n S P I N K

T O D AY ’ S O F F I C I A L S

IAN FAIRWEATHERREFEREE

NICK ODDY STEVE ELLABY

(̂213 i. CHATTERTON


