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With Christopher Hamilton
WELCOME back to Spotland for the last home game of what has
b e e n a t r e m e n d o u s s e a s o n b o t h f o r u s a n d t h e N o r t h e r n F o r d

Premie rsh ip compet i t i on . Las t weeks pe r fo rmance and resu l t
against Featherstone were the prefect way to end the ‘normal’
League season and it was moving to hear the support of the crowd
for the team at the end of the game. We all know that when the
Oldham! Oldham! chant goes up and the main stand are singing it
t h a t t h e t e a m h a s d o n e w e l l !

Our opponents today, Flull KR will be confident after finding their
form again in their last two League games and they are sure to have
abig away following.

As we enter ‘knockout footbali’ Ihave every confidence in Mike
and the players to cope with the new mental questions that this
latest scenario will pose. It has been there for all to see in the
second part of the season how the character of the team has grown
stronger and stronger which has been reflected in the performance
o n t h e fi e l d .

Apart from our own club interests in the final part of the season
one of the most important aspects from my point of view is the television coverage with Granada and
Yorkshire having cameras at every play off game and their extensive coverage of the two major semi
finals and live coverage of the Grand Final. This is aprogression from last year when they covered the
Grand Final and Ipersonally hope that it will be the pre-cursor to coverage for the competition on an
even bigger scale next year. Terrestrial television exposure is the means that attracts sponsorship and
revenue that could make the difference between survival and extinction for many premiership clubs and
we must make the most of this opportunity.

Iwould also like to thank ail the people who have worked for the club over the past season, either
in apaid or voluntary position because we wouldn’t have made the progress we have without you.

Thank you to each and every one for your magnificent support throughout the season -you are the
envy of many clubs, and please back the team all the way to the Grand Final.

Enjoy the game.
C h r i s H a m i i t o n

Oldham Rugby League Football Club (1997) Limited
64 Union Street, Oidham OLl IDJ

Teiephone: 0161 628 3677 Fax: 0161 627 5700 Ciub Shop: 0161 627 2141
STATIST ICS Edd ie Ba r ton

PROGRAMME EDITOR Geoff Cooke
JUNIOR ROUGHYEDS Debra Rafferty

CLUB HONOURS AJLaw Cup Winners 1998, 1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finaiist 1998

H A L L O F F A M E M E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LeES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23,

Alan Davies 1950-62, Bernard Ganiey 1950-61,
John Etty 1954-59, Derek Turner 1955-59,

Bob Irving 1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamiiton
DIRECTORS Christopher Hamiiiton, Stewart Hardacre,

Sean Whitehead
COMMERCIAL MANAGER ScOtt Ciaber

HEAD COACH Mike Ford

ASSISTANT COACH John Henderson
ALLIANCE COACH Haydn Waiker
ACADEMY COACH Mark Knight

FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST Debbie CiOUgh
TIMEKEEPER John Barrett

CLUB DOCTOR Dr Ph i i Kershaw

CLUB DENTIST Neii Gibbison

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

W e W o u l d L i k e To T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y
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E Q B D _ F O C U S . W i t h M i k e F o r d

Haydn Walker’sRouha up
progressed 1think Ihave learned how/ to
prepare my team better for each match as it
h a s a r i s e n . H o w e v e r , i t i s n o t a b o u t m e :
everything we have done has been ateam
effort. Icannot praise too highly the help of all
my backroom staff; John Henderson who Irely
on for my 1-2-1 management meetings; Haydn
W a l k e r w h o t o l d m e a b o u t N e i l R o d e n a n d P h i l

Farrell; Chris Hamilton who always backs me’
Debbie Clough our excellent physio; Mike
To o t h i l l o u r k i t m a n ; a n d W a y n e o u r w a t e r
carrier and rubdown man. Ithink you, the fans.

F E A T H E R S T O N E

ROVERS gave us a
real ly hard match last
w e e k . T h e y c a m e t o
Spo t l and as t he f o rm
t e a m b u t o u r l a d s

g r e a t
c h a r a c t e r a n d w e r e

d e l i g h t e d t o k e e p
t h e m

Everyone p layed we l l
a n d

c o n fi r m e d w h e n I t o o k

s h o w e d

p o i n t l e s s .

t h a t w a s

have been br i l l iant a l l season and hope you
will go on giving us your fantastic backing. The
playing staff have been terrific, training five
times aweek. But most of al l I thank my wife,
Sally-Anne, who Idon’t see much of, but who
is my inspiration.

Finally Dave Roberts has been trying to
e m b a r r a s s s o m e o n e e v e r y w e e k , s o h o w
about this? When the Fanzine Player of the
year was announced he rang John Henderson
to tell him he had won instead of John Hough.

Enjoy the game.

a l o o k a t t h e m a t c h s t a t s .

Today we are pleased to welcome Hull
Kingston Rovers in play-off football. We know
they will give us ahard test. They have played
some good football recently with an especially
good win at Widnes which secured them
seventh spot .

Regarding the season to date Iwould say
that Igained experience at Bramley last year
and got to know the players and teams
competing in the NFP. Ihave been positive
f r o m d a y o n e a n d a s t h e s e a s o n h a s M i k e

WHAT Adifference two weeks can make in Rugby League. We sat
second in the table with three games to go and ended up finishing

'1seventh. To say the players are disappointed not to have made the
Mplay-offs would be the understatement of the season. One more win

"’M would have seen us finish probably third on points difference.
^Ultimately the home defeat to Batley cost us dearly and although

we finished the season with agreat backs to the wall performance
against Widnes we ultimately did not achieve our goal of making

Ithe top five.
Overall, however, the season has seen alot of plus points, the emergence of

Gavin Dodd, Lee Doran, Alex Peet and Danny Guest being good examples. Amuch
better work ethic and professionalism exists within the players compared to when I
Joined the club. Most importantly there is now abelief that goes right through the
club from first team, alliance and academy that the club is on the verge of great
things. Ithink that this feeling is now visible with the clubs supporters as well.

Iwould like to close by saying abig thank you to all the alliance players for
t h e i r e f f o r t s t h i s s e a s o n . M i k e To o t h i l l w h o h a s b e e n a s u p e r b k i t m a n a n d r u n n e r,
and most importantly the spectators who have encouraged the team home and
a w a y .

I

P.S. Let’s see you all at the academy games over the summer.
H a y d n Wa l k e r

C D



Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne
Roof no

\ J f

SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates

bought and sold
D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and de l ivered

Shaw Street
O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252Tel 0161 785 0813

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

D E R E K A N T H O N Y
L I M I T E D R E D D I S H

D E M O L I T I O N
L I M I T E D

Sheet Metal Fabricators/Welders
w o u l d l i k e t o w i s h

Oldham RLFC Every Succes For 2000
Units 4/5 Whiteswan Ind Est
Derker St, Oldham OLl 3LY

Tel 0161 627 4200 Fax 0161 627 3616

A L B I O N H O U S E
UNDER LANE, CHADDERTON

O L D H A M

T e l 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 6 6 6 0
F a x 0 1 6 1 6 8 2 5 2 5 2P E R S O N A L T Y R E S &

E X H A U S T S O L D H A M
All types of demolition work undertaken
Demolition, Dismantling and Asbestos

Removal Specialists

Beever Street, Oldham 0L1 STD
Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 2 8 2 6 & 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

F a x : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

C l u t c h e s
1 B r a k e s

\ Welding
. M . O . T. R e p a i r s
' E x h a u s t s

P u n c t u r e R e p a i r s r
Wheel Balancing A'{
Tracking t \ V r
S h o c k e r s

Servicing

P R O U D S P O N S O R S A N D
S U P P O R T E R S O F

O L D H A M R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 )
Wish the Roughyeds well for 2000

C D



D R O N S F I E L D S RYDERS'
D U T T O N

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
D O B C R O S S O L D H A M O L 3 S R B

T E L E P H O N E : 0 1 4 5 7 - 8 7 1 7 1 7
FA X : 0 1 4 5 7 - 8 7 1 9 4 0

ESTATE AGENTS
VA L U E R S A N D S U RV E Y E R S -

Wherever you see
this sign you can

b e a s s u r e d
of an efficient and

professionai
approach

to any property
m a t t e r

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL1HA

Te l . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S S
FISH &CHIP

RESTAURANT

> j i i

, d . '
: - o

L a n s d o w n e Tr a d i n g
S e r v i c e g L t d .

B e s t W i s h e s
F l a t s !C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d

E x t e n d e r s
To ALL PARTS OF UK AND

E u r o p e

T O

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 - M a r k e t H a l l
O l d h a m

M o n - S a t 1 1 . 0 0 - 5 . 3 0 4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078
Mobile 0976 937181

0161 633 0074
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YOU’VE read the res t ; now read the bes t . No t the
Club’s view, not ajournalist’s view, but afan’s view.

L a s t w e e k F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s c a m e t o
Spo t l and as t he NFP Team o f t he Mon th f o r June
after seven straight wins and played no attacking
football worth talking about, the only team who have
not tried to do so. Even Lancashire Lynx, both home
and away, t r ied to p lay some footbal l . What exact ly
Featherstone’s game plan was is beyond me: as they
say they were lucky to get nil. And as for intimidation
four penalties for high shots in nine minutes plus
Steve Molloy in the sin bin does rather suggest that
Featherstone’s approach was, well, physical. Add a
referee apparently unable to ‘read’ the game and the
seeds were sown fo r con f ron ta t ion wh ich -surpr ise ,
surprise -came just before half-time. And guess
what, an Oldham player cops the big red one for what
. . . r e t a l i a t i o n ? P a t h e t i c .

And d i d aman advan tage f o r t he
w h o l e o f t h e s e c o n d h a l f i n s p i r e
Featherstone to play? Sorry, no! Which
leads me to an interesting conclusion.
R e m e m b e r t h i s w a s t h e t e a m t h a t

s tu f fed O ldham fo r 66 po in ts on the i r
own ground, yet they played as though
frightened to death of the Roughyeds.
So did they actually want to win at
S p o t l a n d ? O r w a s t h e o b j e c t o f t h e
exercise actually to finish fifth, get a
home tie with Widnes which they might
w i n b e f o r e a d e c e n t h o m e c r o w d a n d

then see what happens next? Because
t h e a l t e r n a t i v e w a s a t r i p t o K e i g h l e y,
w h e r e t h e y m i g h t g e t m a u l e d , b e f o r e
facing apossible home tie against ...
you got it, Oldham. Evidence? Not easy,
bu t what do you make o f these th ree
P e t e r R o e s t a t e m e n t s ?

“The play-off system is afarce,
b u t a t l e a s t i t ’ s a h o m e g a m e ,
w h i c h w e p o s s i b l y w o u l d n ’ t h a v e
h a d i f w e h a d fi n i s h e d t h i r d . ’ ’

“ T h e r e ’ s n o d o u b t w e h a v e o v e r ¬

ach ieved t h i s season . ’ ’ [Wha t on
earth is that supposed to mean?];

BEFORE closing what is likely to be the last column
for this season, Iwould like once again to put on
record my thanks to all our regular writers who
contribute to making this programme the quality
publication Ibelieve it to be. Thanks therefore to Don
Yates, Michael Turner, Simon Winnard, Dave Roberts
a n d B r i a n Wa l k e r. A l s o t o D e b r a R a f f e r t y f o r t h e
Junior Roughyeds’ column and, of course, to
C h r i s t o p h e r F l a m i l t o n , M i k e F o r d , H a y d n Wa l k e r ,
Scott Ciaber and recently, to Mark Knight. In addition
the Oldham Evening Chronicle and League Express
have co-operated magnificently with the photography.
And finally thanks also to our printers, Pennine
P r i n t i n g S e r v i c e s L i m i t e d , w h o s e p a t i e n c e w e
s o m e t i m e s s o r e l y t e s t , b u t w h o a l w a y s c o m e u p
t r u m p s .

G . C

OLDHAM R. L. F. C.
Stats and Facts (up to and including 2nd July)

n/p sub G D G PtsN A M E A P P S Sub To t a l T

HAYES joey 30 30 17 68

HOUGH John 7230 30 18

SIBSON Mark 30 30 23 13 118

GIBBONS Anthony
GIBBONS David

29 29 15 I 61

29 29 32

RICH Pat 28 28 10 99 238

CAMPBELL Mark 2022 5 27 5

CLEGG Jason
CASEY Leo

20 6 26

17 7 24 1 4

M A N N I O N K e v i n 20 3 23 3 12

PROCTOR Andy 18 5 23 1 4

BARROW Warren 19 I, 20 I I 44
FORD Mike 2 2215 4 19 1 5

McMENEMYShayne 3 1917 2 19 3 11 .
FARRELL Ph i l 1617 1 18 4

HOLLAND Chris 184 14 1

GUEST Danny
RODEN Nei l

16 17 21
2 . 5 1 2113 4 17 1

SINFIELD Ian I 16 17 1

McNlCHOLASJoe
O ' R E I L LY To m

2 10
a n d

9 9 41
3 . “ I ’ v e a l w a y s s a i d a d a r k h o r s e

c o u l d g o a l l t h e w a y a n d I r e a l l y
think Oldham can be that surpr ise
package."
Now Iam not suggest ing that

F e a t h e r s t o n e d e l i b e r a t e l y t h r e w t h e
match : they de fended and tack led too
fi e r c e l y f o r t h a t . A n d I d o n o t w i s h t o
take anything away from Oldham’s
p e r f o r m a n c e w h i c h C h r i s t o p h e r
H a m i l t o n , q u i t e r i g h t l y, d e s c r i b e d a s
‘ a w e s o m e ’ . B u t t h e a b s e n c e o f P e t e r

Roe from the touchline at any stage (a
rarity) does suggest that,finishing fifth
suits Rovers Just fine.

ROGERS Wes 2 97 1 4
B R E N N A N K e i t h 1 4 5 1 51 1

D O R A N L e e 5 5 1

FERRIS Peter 5 5 2 1 4

MOLLOY Steve 3 3 1 4

M O S E L E Y Ta t e 2 1 3 1 4

S H AW G r a e m e 2 2

CROSS Dean 21 1

D O D D G a v i n 1 1 1

F I T Z PAT R I C K K e v i n 1 1 2

NAYLOR Chris 1 1

C D



COLIN Hutton will be consumed by nostalgia at
Spot land today. Oldham vHul l KR in asudden
d e a t h k n o c k - o u t . . . . w h a t m e m o r i e s t h a t w i l l s t i r f o r

one o f rugby league ’s mos t respec ted e lde r
s t a t e s m e n .

At the age of 74 Colin can truly say that, in
terms of his chosen sport, he has seen and done
it all.

S o m e s e v e n y e a r s l a t e r
C o l i n w a s c o a c h o f t h e H u l l ,

KR side which met Oldham J
i n o n e o f t h e m o s t ■

controversial Chal lenge Cup ■
semi-finals of all time. 1

Len McIntyre’s late drop j /
goal earned Oldham areplay ^
after a5-5 draw at Headingley. At Swinton on the
following Wednesday night Oldham went in front
i n e x t r a t i m e f r o m a G e o f f R o b i n s o n t r y b u t
r e f e r e e D e n n i s D a v i e s a b a n d o n e d t h e t i e f o r b a d

light.

Oddly enough, many of the key moments of
h i s l i f e and h i s rugby ca ree r have i nvo l ved
matches against Oldham.

Todya’s clash of the Roughyeds and the Red,
R e d R o b i n s o f E a s t H u l l i n t h e e l m i n a t i o n s e m i ¬

finals of the Northern Ford Premiership top-eight
play-off will be no exception.

But back to the start or, to be more precise,
to 1957 and the Rugby League championship
fina l a t Odsa l be tween O ldham and Hu l l .

Ayoung Col in was then a loyal is t o f West
Hull. He didn’t sport red and white, but the black
and wh i t e o f t he men f r om the Bou leva rd , he was
the Hul l FC fu l l -back.

It was May 18, 1957 and Oldham won the
championship for the first time since 1911.

The teams l i ned up l i ke t h i s ; OLDHAM:
Ganley; Cracknel l , Davies, Ayres, Etty; Daley,
P i t c h f o r d ; J a c k s o n , K e i t h , V i n e s , L i t t l e , W i n s l a d e ,
Tu r n e r,

Thus robbed, Oldham never recovered and
lost 12-2 at Fartown in the second replay, much
to the delight of arelieved Colin Hutton, who took
his team to Wembley where they were beaten by
W i d n e s .

To this day, Colin is convinced Oldham would
have gone to Wembley but for the decision to call
off the tie in the first replay.

“We had ‘gone”’ recal led Colin this week.
“We became the oniy side ever to lose asemi¬
final and sti l l go on to Wembley. There would
have been no way back for us once Robinson
s c o r e d i n t h e c o r n e r .

OLDHAM: Dyson; Sims, Donovan, Smethurst,
Simms; Nestor, Pycroft; Bott, McIntyre, Wilson,
Robinson, Whitehead, Major.

H U L L K R : K e l l e t t ’ P a u i , M a j o r , E l l i o t t ,
B lackmore; Burwel l , Bunt ing; Bath, F lanagan,
Tyson, Palmer, Clark, Poole.

By the time 1990 came round Colin had left
the dressing room behind, waved farewell to the
c o a c h ’ s d u g - o u t a n d w a s fi r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d
‘upstairs’ as chairman of the Rovers club.

On May 13, 1990 Oldham beat the Robins
30 -29 a t O ld Tra f f o rd i n one o f t he mos t d rama t i c

Second Division Premiership finals of all time.
OLDHAM: Plat t ; I rv ing, Hyde, Henderson,

Lord; Clark, Ford; Casey, Ruane, F ie ldhouse,
Round, McAlister, Russell. Subs: Martyn, Newton.

Ford and Henderson, coach and assistant
coach respectively of today’s Oldham team, were
among the try scorers in abri l l iant match that
had everything.

If today’s game is half as good it will be a
fitting tribute to everything Colin Hutton has done
for rugby league in Hull spanning nearly half a
c e n t u r y.

H U L L : H u t t o n ; C o w a n , D a n n a t t , T u r n e r ,
Watts; Moat, Finn; Scott, Harris, J. Drake, Sykes,
W. Drake, Whiteley.

O l d h a m w o n 1 5 - 1 4 i n f r o n t o f a 6 2 , 2 1 7
crowd, but Colin missed agoal in the last few
minutes otherwise the title would have gone to
H u m b e r s i d e .

Len McIntyre
R o g e r H a l s t e a d

C D



We’ve Cured
Headaches for
THE ROUGHYEDS

A d a m s o n s
C R A S H R E PA I R C E N T R E

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
R E P A I R S P E C I A L I S T SManu fac tu re rs

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre

fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 0 0 1
0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 9 0 4

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J GP l a t t & H i l l

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
Oldham 0L8 2LZ

^PLATT &HILL,
mwmkm m m ’ H m 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

!Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S !

Tel. 0161 621 4400 ■Fax: 0161 621 4408

C L K r i > n ) C . / ^ /
the ddily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

and Sport

C h r o n i c l e
% -: ^

r & a d /

C O . u k
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M o o r s i d eI f y o u ^ r e n o t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

h a n h ^ c o n v e r t M e t a l P r o d u c t s
L i m i t e d

STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS
Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT

T h e R o y a l B a n k
o f S c o t l a n d

For more information on the range ot
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b i e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

Telephone 0161 624 3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, gas and

wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs

of all types of processs plants

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B
S c o t l a n d N o . 9 0 3 1 2Reg is te red in

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for the
P o w e r a n d M a r i n e i n d u s t r i e s W o r l d w i d e

E N G I N E E R I N G T H E F U T U R E
w w w. p i l g r i m - i n t e r n a t i o n a l . c o . u k

T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 8 0 0 5 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 4 9 4 5
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H I S T O R Y
From the Pen of Michael Turner

RUGBY LEAGUE MILESTONES -Asummary of important Events
1 9 9 0 - 2 0 0 0

T H E 1 9 9 0 s s t a r t e d w h e r e t h e ' 8 0 s h a d l e f t o f f i n
so much as Wigan swept all before them in their
relentless quest for honours. In the entire history
of Rugby League no one club has ever had such
as t rang leho ld on the game 's s i l ve rware and
e v e n i n t o d a y ’ s s h r i n k i n g l e v e l o f c l u b
compatibility, it seems unlikely such domination
will ever be seen again.

In 1991-92 Division Two was contested by
just eight clubs playing each other four times.
The reasoning behind th is system was sound
enough with more intense games being played
out by teams with comparable ability to prepare
them for ah igher leve l o f compet i t ion , ra ther
than the t ight match one week -cr icket score
t h e n e x t s y n d r o m e , w h i c h w a s a r e g u l a r
o c c u r r e n c e i n t h e o l d s e c o n d d i v i s i o n . T h e
drawback of course was the monotony of the
fi x t u r e l i s t , w h i c h l e d t o t h e d e m i s e o f t h e i d e a
a f t e r t w o s e a s o n s .

Going into the last month of the 1994-95
season, the whole game of Rugby League and
everyone associated wi th i t , had been shel l¬
shocked by the announcement that many clubs
would have to merge before going on to compete
in aSummer based, ‘Super League’ competition
backed by the mill ions of media mogul Rupert
M u r d o c h . O l d h a m & S a l f o r d / C a s t l e f o r d ,
Featherstone &Wakefield /Widnes &Warr ington
/Brad fo rd &Ha l i fax /Hu l l &Hu l l KR, a l l t hese
a n d m o r e , f a m o u s c l u b s w o u l d s e e m i n g l y
disappear almost overnight.

Whether the Rugby League administrators
ever se r ious ly though t tha t th i s s team- ro l l e r
tactic would work, is open to question, but the
response from the fans was swift and loud. NO
M E R G E R S .

In order to br ing about the t ransi t ion to
summer rugby, ashortened 1995-96 ‘Centenary
Season’ was organised, in which no clubs would

be promoted or relegated. This left
the Rugby League with something
of ameaningless competi t ion, just
when ahigh profile celebrat ion of
100 years of the ‘greatest game’
was what the supporters expected
a n d d e s e r v e d .

I n 1 9 9 6 S a l f o r d e n d e d
W i g a n ’s C h a l l e n g e C u p r u n . S t
Helens won the cup but there was
s o m e c o n s o l a t i o n f o r b e a t e n
fi n a l i s t s B r a d f o r d , n o w t h e ‘ B u l l s ’ ,
i n s o m u c h a s R o b b i e P a u l b e c a m e
the first player to score ahat trick
in the Wembley final. In 1997. The
W o r l d C l u b C h a m p i o n s h i p w a s
introduced and not surprisingly the
Bri t ish clubs were wel l and truly
hammered by the opposition from
down under, espec ia l l y eventua l
w i n n e r s B r i s b a n e B r o n c o s .

I t was a t t h i s t ime tha t t he RL
au thor i t i es comp le te l y l os t the i r
way and betrayed their her i tage,
with vast amounts of money being
pumped into the Paris, London and
G a t e s h e a d c l u b s , w h i l e t h e l i k e s o f
L e i g h , W i d n e s , F e a t h e r s t o n e ,
Workington and Hunslet, to name
b u t a f e w f r o m t h e g a m e ’ s
heartland, were left to struggle.

I

I

The World Club Championship: Oldham players: Matt Munro, Francis
Maioney and John Clarke take the field before the match against Adelaide
Rams on Juiy 25th 1997 -was it really only three years ago?

<S>
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O L D H A M R O U G H Y E D S

New coach, new team and abig overall improvement
in League position. In my view Oldham therefore are
T H E t e a m o f t h e s e a s o n . E x c e p t , o f c o u r s e ,
everyone’s expectations have been raised to the
point where play-off success in now going to
de te rm ine the fina l ve rd i c t . Top p laye rs : SHAYNE
McMENEMY, JOHN HOUGH.
S H E F F I E L D E A G L E S

The Eagles started where Oldham started nearly
three years ago and Mark Aston's achievement is
much to be admired, especially without the financial
resources enjoyed by the rest. Their result of the
season was a26-24 win at Leigh. Top players: GAVIN
BROWN. JEFF WITTENBERG.
A S E X P E C T E D
D E W S B U R Y R A M S

It’s abit cheeky not to have the Rams in the
Achievers category, but as atop side for four years
and last season’s beaten Grand Finalalists they were
expected to be the team to beat and so it proved.
Only Leigh won at Ram Stadium with away defeats at
Doncaster, Hull K.R., Keighley and Leigh and adraw
at Swinton. Top players: BARRY EATON, SEAN
R I C H A R D S O N .
H U L L K . R .

The Robins Board and supporters no doubt had high
hopes of their season but away from Humberside a
dispassoniate view suggests that Rovers had too
many problems to overcome to mount the kind of
challenge they wanted. For the future aclub no longer
in adm in i s t r a i on and w i t h an ou t s tand ing c rop o f
young players coming through has much to hope for.
Top players: MARK HEWITT, WHETU TAEWA
L A N C A S H I R E L Y N X

Iforcast Lynx to finish bottom and they did not
disappoint. Quite frankly how they manage to surivie
is amazing, but enthusiastic Chairman Harry Morris
says the club is not in debt and Preston North End
will keep backing them as long as they break even.
Top players: They all lefti
L E I G H C E N T U R I O N S

At the start of the season Leigh were my personal tip
to finish top of the League, but then Ihadn’t
r e c k o n e d o n I a n M i l l w a r d g o i n g t o S t . H e l e n s .
Despite the setback Leigh continuted to play well and
finished in the top 4. Top players: STUART DONLAN,
D AV E W H I T T L E .
W H I T E H A V E N W A R R I O R S

Like Barrow the Warriors don’t travel well and they
even l os t t o a l l t he t op t eams a t home (O ldham
excepted). Ishudder to think how they’ll go on
without the experience of Kevin Tamati to guide
them. Top p layers: AARON LESTER, DAVID
FAT I A L O FA .
Y O R K W A S P S

After atwo season gamble for success the wheels
finally came off the York bandwagon as Ifully
e x p e c t e d t h e y w o u l d T h e c o n s e q u e n c e w a s t h a t
Wasps were effectively bankrupt and had to shed
players left right and centre. As with Lancashire
Lynx....Top players: All left.

T H E U N D E R A C H I E V E R S
B A R R O W B O R D E R R A I D E R S

Given their fantastic home record, with only Dewsbury
and Work i ng ton ab le t o w in a t C raven Pa rk , t he
Raiders should rea l ly have made the 8. Travel l ing
proved amajor problem with away points gathered
only at Lancashire and Workington. Top players:
D A R R E N H O LT A N D G E O F F L U X O N .
B A T L E Y B U L L D O G S
Areal no-no of aseason for the Bulldogs whose form
at Mount P leasant was d ismal . When Isaw them I
thought Batley would have done better to play some
football instead of trying to rough up their opponents.
Top players: RICHARD PRICE, ROGER SIMPSON.
H U N S L E T H A W K S
The refusal of Super League to take the Hawks was
the kiss of death. Amass exodus of players followed
and results went into freefal l . Financial peri l looms
and it really makes you wonder about R.L. priorites
when you get stabbed in the back like this. But then
we know all about that at Oldham! Top players: ALL
LEFT
R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

Iwon’t say they’ll regret losing Steve Linnane at
Spotland because in my view his team was terribly
lacking in discipline and it cost them dear. At times
they could mix it with the best, but their record shows
only one big scalp, Featherstone at home. Top
players: DANE DORAHY, DANNY SCULTHORPE.
S W I N T O N L I O N S

Peter Young chastised me at the start of the year for
forecasting an indifferent year for the Lions. But my
'inconsistent' tag was proved right. Like Hornets they
could claim only one big victory, against Leigh away:
Top players: IAN WATSON, IAN PICKAVANCE.
W I D N E S V I K I N G S

Although they finished in the 8Widnes had high
expectat ions of being at or near the top and have
invested heavily to this end. They could not live up to
their billing and were unable to topple any of their top
rivals when i t mattered, a19-18 win over Doncaster
e x c e p t e d . To p p l a y e r s : P H I L C A N T I L L O N , PA U L
M A N S S O N .
T H E A C H I E V E R S
D O N C A S T E R D R A G O N S

A h e a v y i n v e s t m e n t i n n e w p l a y e r s m e a n t t h e
Dragons were always likely to be serious contenders,
but even qua l i t y p layers have to be coached and
b lended in to agood team, someth ing Ian St . John
Ellis has managed to do. No club managed avictory
in the Belle Vue 'House of Pain’, but away from home
only a30-27 win at Keighley toppled atop side. Top
players: CRAIG WESTON, PETER EDWARDS.
F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S
Alo t o f o ld hands were d ispensed wi th and young
players were given their head. And what asuccessful
formula that was under the astute guidance of one of
the best coaches around, Peter Roe. Top p layers :
JAMIE ROONEY, DANNY EVANS
K E I G H L E Y C O U G A R S
Like Peter Roe, Karl Harrison had abig rebuilding job
o n h i s h a n d s b u t a t l e a s t h e s t a r t e d w i t h a c l u t c h o f

experienced, quality players from whom he has been
able to extract the best. Top players: MARTIN WOOD,
N AT H A N A N T O N I K ,

CJD
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T o d W...Hull Kingston Rovers
C o w b o y s . K e v i n Ta m a t i s i g n e d h i m u p f o r
Whitehaven where he played aseason at scrum-
half before joining Rovers for 2000.

Scrum-half will be MARK HEWITT. Leading
p o i n t s s c o r e r i n H u l l S h a r k s ’ 1 9 9 7 p r o m o t i o n
c a m p a i g n , H e w i t t s u b s e q u e n t l y w e n t t o W i d n e s
Vikings for two seasons. The Vikings have proved
singularly unable to replace him following his return
to Humberside with the Robins this year. An
o u t s t a n d i n g g o a l k i c k e r t o w h o m i t i s w i s e n o t t o
provide too many chances.

Last week Rovers’ longest serving player PAUL
FLETCHER played at prop, though more normally
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h s e c o n d - r o w. E n j o y e d a t e s t i m o n i a l
l as t yea r and i s one o f t he rea l s ta lwar t s o f t he
game. Bears the nickname ‘Psycho’.

Hooker MIKE DIXON, alively, eye-catching
per fo rmer i s ano the r ex -Hu l l FC man . A fo rmer G t
B r i t a i n U n d e r 2 1 i n t e r n a t i o n a l h e t a k e s a l o t o f

policing around play-the-ball.
At 10 wi l l be RICHARD WILSON (no, not that

one!), abig, robust chap sure to be in the thick of
t h e a c t i o n .

With Andy Smith having suffered cartilage
damage the l ikely second-row is JIM LEATHAM and
DEAN ANDREWS. Leatham is arecent signing,
having played in Hunslet’s Grand Final winning side
i n 1 9 9 9 . H o w e v e r h e i s a n a t i v e o f H u l l a n d s t a r t e d

ONE of the great names of Rugby League and a
major force in the game in the ’80s, Hull Kingston
Rovers have recentiy travelled avery rocky road.
N o w l o c a t e d a t a n e w s t a d i u m a n d o u t o f

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n R o v e r s c a n l o o k f o r w a r d t o a b e t t e r
f u t u r e . N o d o u b t t h e C l u b w o u l d h a v e w i s h e d t o
finish higher in the League than seventh, but all
things considered they have enjoyed adecent
s e a s o n .

Coach of the Robins is the highly respected
Dave Harrison and it is good to see aBoard back
their man despite the odd disappointment. A
former Rugby Union player at Cowley G.S. and
W a t e r l o o a n d w i t h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e h o n o u r s f o r
Lancash i re and the Nor th , Har r ison tu rned to R.L .
with St. Helens. After four years at Knowsley Road
he transferred to Hull KR playing three seasons
b e f o r e s t a r t i n g c o a c h i n g a s a s s i s t a n t a t
Scarborough Pirates (remember them?). Returned
t o R o v e r s i n 1 9 9 7 .

After Bob Everitt unfortunately broke his leg
last week, today’s fullback is likely to be MARK
BLANCHARD who made atry-scoring debut against
Oldham last year.

Wingman JON WRAY played RU for Morley and
England Colts and Under 21’s before taking the
professional ticket with Castleford. Signed for the
Robins from Wakefield in 1998. Always apotential
try-scorer with plenty of pace. w i t h H u l l F C . A n d r e w s i s a l s o a l o c a l l a d ,

progressing through the ranks to claim astarting
spot in the first team.

A t c e n t r e t h e

regu lar se lec t ions are
R O B N O L A N a n d
W H E T U T A E W A . N o l a n

is big and strong and
s p e n t 1 0 y e a r s o v e r
t h e r i v e r a t H u l l F C .

V a s t l y e x p e r i e n c e d
a n d d a n g e r o u s .
T a e w a m e a n w h i l e

h a s p l a y e d f o r
A u c k l a n d W a r r i o r s
a n d

Q u e e n s l a n d C o w b o y s
a n d h a s r e p r e s e n t e d
h i s n a t i v e N e w

Z e a l a n d . C a m e t o

England to play for
Sheffie ld Eag les , w i th

whom he won aChallenge Cup Winners Medal. A
very accompl ished and elusive player.

Left-wing GAVIN MALLOY is big and strong and
i s a p r o d u c t o f t h e R o b i n s ’ e x c e p t i o n a l l y s t r o n g
Academy se t -up .

S t a n d - o f f L E R O Y J O E i s a N e w Z e a l a n d M a o r i

in ternat ional who p layed for Otahuhu and Count ies
Manukau before signing for North Queensland

S i m i l a r l y , l a s t
m a n d o w n C H R I S

C H A R L E S , k n o w n a s
‘Cheeky’ to h is team¬
m a t e s , i s a l o c a l
H u m b e r s i d e r

h i t t i n g s o m e o f t h e
b e s t f o r m o f h i s
c a r e e r .

n o w

O f f t h e b e n c h w e
c o u l d s e e : C R A I G

H A R D Y , a j o i n e r
n i c k n a m e d ‘ H a r d h a t ’

by his col leagues and
a n o - n o n s e n s e p r o p ;
S C O T T Y E A M A N a

s u b a t h o o k e r l a s t w e e k a f t e r a p p e a r i n g i n t h e
Academy side most of last year where he scored a
lo t o f po in t s ; JAMIE BOVILL a tou r i s t t o Aus t ra l i a
w i t h t h e G t B r i t a i n u n d e r 1 6 s l a s t y e a r a n d o f
whom great things are expected; JON WILKINS a
young second- rower ; and poss ib ly, in ju ry a l low ing ,
t h e c l a s s y R I C H A R D S L AT E R a f o r m e r Wa k e fi e l d
a n d F e a t h e r s t o n e l o o s e - f o r w a r d w h o t a c k l e s

ferociously and possesses great ball handling skill.

N o r t h

C h r i s C h a r l e s

R o b N o l a n

(JD



W i t h B r i a n W a l k e r

R U G B Y L E A G U E
W O R L D C U P 2 0 0 0

n L i n c o l n
incial Group

R U G B Y L E A G U E
W O R L D C U P

2 0 0 0

Snt?8rtiOcl 3.(]0pmT I C K E T B O O K I N G

& I N F O R M A T I O N

0 8 7 0 4 4 4 2 0 0 0

Irelnnd«Snmoo
Frnnre vPNG ClmlelY Sloiiium. Pnris

Twickenham. London
Sill ?atli 0(1 d.OODm1
Sat 28th Oct 6.30pmEaglond vAustiolioi
Sun 29tli Oct 3.00omTonga vSouth Afiico

Fill VRussia
New Zealand vLebonon

Region Pmisienne
froven Pock. Borrow

1
Sun 29lh Oct 3.00pm5
Sun 29lh Pel 3.00oni
Sun 29th Oct 3.00oni

Kingsholm. Gloucesler
Firhill Stodium. Glasgow
Rocecouise Ground. Weexhom

1
T H E F I X T U R E f o r m a t f o r t h e f a s t
a p p r o a c h i n g R U G B Y L E A G U E
W O R L D C U P 2 0 0 0 w a s i n c l u d e c d i n

O l d h a m

i V

Sun 29th Oct 6.45omWales VCook Islands
WedlstNotf 3.00Dm

Wed 1st Nov 7.45pm
1 Fiance vTonga Carcossonne

Knowslev Road. St HelensD e w s b u r y
p r o g r a m m e . S p u r r e d o n b y D o n
Yates’s r iotous at tempts to catch
t h e t h r e e R u s s i a n W o r l d C u p
preparation games held recently in
France, and also in abid to extend
f o r a s l o n g a s p o s s i b l e t h e
exc i tement generated f rom wi th in
the NFL this season, Ihave decided
to take in as many of the World Cup
fi n a l q u a l i f y i n g
possible, in the hope that at least
some of the games played by the
16 nations are half as competitive.

W i n d s o r P a r k , B e l f a s t o n
S a t u r d a y 2 8 t h O c t o b e r f o r t h e
open ing ceremony and I re land v
Samoa is out. The 3pm kick off and
t h e u n a v a i l a b i l i t y o f C o n c o r d
doesn’t allow enough time to make
a6.30pm kick off the same evening
a t ' T w i c k e r s ' a n d t h e e n s u i n g
slaughter of the lambs. As cynical
as that may be Icould not consider 1291 QF B/C vQF A/D
missing an England vAustralia |301 QF B/C vQF A/D
m a t c h . T w i c k e n h a m d o e s a d d t h e
g l a m o u r t o u c h , a n d I s u p p o s e
w h e r e t h e r e ’s l i f e t h e r e ’s h o p e .
J u s t .

t h e V Enalond vRussia
Auslralia vFiji

10
Wed 1st Nov Z.SOomGateshead Ind. Stodium11

Tolka Park. Dublin Wed 1st Nov 7.30Dm11
Wed 1st Nov 7.3QDmDerwent Pack. WorkingtonSamoa vMaori11
Tburs 2nd Nov d.OOomToulouse14 PNG VSouth Afcico
Thurs 2nd Nov Z.SOdhiWales VLebonon Stiodev Pork. Uonellil i
Thuts 2nd Nov Z.SOpmMndeiski Stadium. Reading

Heodindev. Leeds
Boulevord. Hull

New Zenlond vCook Islandsl i
Sot 4Hi Nov S.OQpm17
Sat4tbNov 7.30pmJ i Austfolio VRussia
Sot 4tb Nov 6.300mTolka Pork. DublinIreland vMaori19m a t c h e s a s

Millennium Stadium, [ordiff Sun 5th Nov I2.30nm10 Cook Islonds vLebonon
Millennium Stadium, Cordi Sun 5th Nov 3.QQpm21 Wales VNew Zealand
Tvnecastle, Edinburgh Sun 5th Nov 6.45pmScodond VSamoa22

Sun 5th Nov 3.00otnFrance vSouth Aftico23
Perpignan24

Oiroffier Group 1vOuolifier Group 1Vicarage Rond, Wolford SotlllhNov 3.00pm25
SotlltbNov 6.30pmQwlilisr Group IvOuGlilier Graup 1Hendingley, Leeds26
Sunl2lhNov 5.00pmQueliler Group 2vQuulfa Group 3Auto Quest, Widnes

Qnoliliet Group 2vQuolifiei Group 3Wheldon Rood, Cosllelord
27

Sun 12th Nov 6.45pm28

Sot 18th Nov 3.00pmReebok Stadium, Bolton
McAlpine Stodium, Huddersfield Sun 19th Nov 6.45pai

311 THE WORLD COP FINAL IOld Trofford. Monchester 125th Nov 3.00pm
6.45pm kick off at the Racecourse Ground for
the third game of the weekend Wales vCook
Islands. So making the start will be pretty tight!

On the fol lowing Wednesday, (1st Nov),
there are four matches in Carcassonne, St
Helens, Gateshead and Dubl in. Ignoring the
nonsensical England vRussia at St Helens and
because Ihave never been to any of the French
club grounds, Ihave decided to plump for a
mini break in the land of the grapes, adecision
not too difficult to make, allowing me to take in
France vTonga in Carcassonne fol lowed the
next day by PNG vSouth Africa in Toulouse.

An overn igh t s tay in London and then
a c r o s s c o u n t r y t o G l o u c e s t e r , a n d t h e
K ingsho lm S tad ium fo r Sundays 3pm New
Z e a l a n d v L e b a n o n c l a s h .

Kingsholm is alovely old union county and
club ground decked out in Gloucester's red and
white livery, almost Watersheddings revisited. A
set up that has over the years produced many
England union internationals, some of whom
took the professional t icket with Oldham, Alf
Wood, Billy Hall, Dave Holland, Tug Wilson

It’s then at least two hours fast motoring
from Gloucester upto Wrexham, and wi th a Continued on page 21
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C a b a r e t B a r
Playa de las Americas !Tenerife

To p C a b a r e t A c t s ❖L i v e S k y S p o r t s
❖ E n g l i s h H o r s e R a c i n g ❖

1

Phyllis Kershaw &her son Billy
of the Tenerife Supporters Club

wish Oldham RLFC all the best for the coming season
and along and successful future.

HARLEQUINS
Btitisli

P v k Q u b

If you choose Tenerife for your
holidays, call in at the Harlequins
f o r a r e a l O l d h a m w e l c o m e . S e e

photos of the all-time greats,
Bryn Day, Alan Davies, Bernard

Ganley, Derek Turner, Martin
Murphy, Terry Flanagan and Co.

Europe
Puque
Santiago 111

C a b a r e t
i B a r

M e d i t e r r a n e a n

OPEN TILL UTE
Seven days aweek

-S 79 54 60
Local 2B-Tenerife Royal Garden

PUYA DE LAS AMERICAS -TENERIFEO



D a v e R o b e r t s w i t h

S t e v e M o l i o y
League players have more time to work
at things like weights etc. but as Isay it
is very competitive and Iam enjoying it.

' f , ( r
T o d a y ’ s g a m e s h o u l d b e v e r y
c o m p e t i t i v e .

We should not get carried away with
our form. Yesterday’s papers are for fish
and chips. Every piay-off game should
be taken very seriously. Hul l KR have
had by their standards arough season
a n d k n o w t h e y a r e i n i a s t c h a n c e
s a l o o n .

' ' « !

Mike Ford is avery wise man, he
definitely won’t get carried away so we
won't be making any predictions, we wiii

just be working hard.
S h o u l d w e p r o g r e s s t o t h e n e x t

£game it will be even tougher, but it would
Inot bother me who we played. At
aDewsbury the other week we could have
Iwon but made some wrong decisions
Iand for all our hard work came away with
Inothing.

'TJ - a - \
V

9

f3 Lincoln\

£ E m b a r r a s s s o m e o n e .

/have not been here long enough,
b u t w h e n I w a s a t L e e d s D a v e W a r d w a s

g i v i n g u s a r o a s t i n g f o r l o s i n g t o
Featherstone. He banged his hand on
the Physio’s table and catapulted aJar
o f r e s i n i n t o t h e a i r . I t c a m e d o w n o n h i s

head and as it was ahot day it stuck to
t h e s w e a t o n h i s b a l d h e a d . W e h a d t o

bite our lips as he carried on with his
t a l k .

it’s nice to see you here Steve, but why
O i d h a m ?

It all happened very quick, staying at
Huddersfield was not an opt ion. Iwas
o n a b i t o f a d o w n e r b u t n o w I a m h e r e

and must say it is arefreshing change.

So how have you found the NFP so far?
Very competi t ive, obviously i ts not

Super League, there is adi f ference of
speed at the play the bal l , but Super D a v e R o b e r t s

( S )
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The Iva S la te loose N .F.P. Awards 1999 -2000

Yo u r f a v o u r i t e c o l u m n i s t p i c k s t h e b e s t - a n d t h e w o r s t - o f t h e s e a s o n

T O P O F T H E F L O P ST O P O F T H E P O P S

N . F . P . T E A M

FEATHERSTONE -The ONLY team not

'jp* I football against Oldham.

N . F . P . T E A M
1 . O L D F I A M - C a m e f r o m n o w h e r e t o

reach the play-offs
2 . D O N C A S T E R - d i t t o

N . F . P . P L A Y E R

TATE MOSELEY. Obviously didn’t fancy the
Bri t ish c l imate. Or couldn’ t match Tr icky’
Trindall’s wage at St. Helens. Or knew Trindall
w o u l d n ’ t l a s t .

N . F . P . P L A Y E R

MARTIN WOOD (Keighley Cougars).
Amajor and majestic influence on his
team every time he played.

N . F . P . S I G N I N G

PAUL LOUGHLIN (Swinton). It’s abit unfair
because it was largely injury which prevented
him making asignificant contribution.

N . F . P . S I G N I N G

SHAYNE McMENEMY (Oldham).
Easily the best decision made by any
club this year.

N . F . P . C O A C H

STEVE HAMPSON. Don’t suppose Steve’s al l
that bothered given the rather lucrative client
list he has for his fitness coaching.

N . F . P . C O A C H
M I K E F O R D

(Well, Iknow I’m prejudiced BUT)
If not Fordy, then, NEIL KELLY
(Dewsbury)

R E F E R E E
PETER TABERNER
Last week’s per formance v
Featherstone was as bad as any Ihave

* e v e r s e e n .

R E F E R E E

KARL KIRKPATRICK
(You’ll disagree whoever Isay!)

« S : -
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R . F . L . P O L I T I C S

1. Non promotion of Hunslet.
2. Refusal to consider Leigh and Dewsbury for

Super League even at alternative stadia.
(Mind you, Dewsbury at Don Valley is abit
cheeky ! )

R . F . L . P O L I T I C S

The re-emergence of Bramley and Gateshead

R . L . O C C A S I O N S

Huddersfie ld -She ffie ld G ian ts a t home.
R . L . O C C A S I O N S
The N.F.P. Grand Final

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
Exclusion of South Sydney from the N.F.L.

INTERNATIONAL EVENTS
The N.F.L. Salary Cap (S.L.E. please note what
the term ‘salary cap’ means.)

INTERNATIONAL OCCASIONS
St. Helens vMelbourne Storm Wor ld Club
Championship (thanks for the memory, Ellery).

I N T E R N A T I O N A L O C C A S I O N S

The upcoming World Cup

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y
G r e e n g a t e S T . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

1313111 0161-284 9000 illiil



A m a t e u r A l b u m
BARLA’s INTERNATIONAL CHALLENGE

I N F O U R m o n t h s t i m e t h e B A R L A n a t i o n a l t e a m

w i l l b e i n v o l v e d i n t h e E m e r g i n g N a t i o n s
C h a m p i o n s h i p , a c o m p e t i t i o n w h i c h r u n s
a l o n g s i d e , a n d p r o m i s e s t o b e j u s t a s
in te res t ing as , the L inco in F inanc ia l Group
World Championship Competit ion. Indeed, the
Emerging Nations should be more exciting than
the ma jo r compe t i t i on because few peop le
would bet against Austral ia l i f t ing the World
title which they have held ever since 1975. Of
the six countries involved in the Emerging
N a t i o n s t o u r n a m e n t , a t l e a s t t h r e e h a v e
realistic chances of lifting the trophy -BARLA,
Morocco and I ta ly. One o f the o ther three,
Japan, Canada or United States could spring a
s u r p r i s e s o t h e e i g h t d a y c o m p e t i t i o n ,
c o n s i s t i n g o f n i n e m a t c h e s , p r o m i s e s t o
produce some thrilling rugby.

The composi t ion of the BARLA nat ional
side has been the subject of some controversy
in recent months. During the past few years
B A R L A h a v e m a i n t a i n e d t h a t s e l e c t i o n f o r t h e
n a t i o n a l t e a m m u s t b e e a r n e d v i a c o u n t y
se lec t ion and, before tha t , se lec t ion in the
local team for the Inter- town knock-out Cup
Competition. However, those criteria have been
sidestepped in the past and Iexpect them to
be sidestepped again this year. During the
season jus t pas t , t h ree loca l p laye rs have
b e e n i n v o l v e d i n t h e A m a t e u r C o u n t y
C h a m p i o n s h i p , c e n t r e S t u a r t F r a s e r
(Saddleworth Rangers) and props Lee Fletcher
(Saddleworth Rangers and Jason Akeroyd (St.
Annes). Nevertheless, it would be no surprise
to me if one or two other local players were
i n c l u d e d d e s p i t e t h e i r l a c k o f r e c e n t
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e r e c o g n i t i o n . G a r e t h ‘ S p i k e ’
D a v i e s h a s h a d a t r e m e n d o u s s e a s o n a t
Saddleworth whether turning out at hooker or
f u l l b a c k w h i l s t S t . A n n e s h a v e s e v e r a l
candidates. Full back Chris Wright, utility player
John Brierley and winger Graeme Sykes are
just three who spring to mind. At Waterhead
loose-forward Peter ‘Percy’ Pearson would be a
strong candidate and if BARLA decide to select
p laye rs who have re tu rned to the amateu r
game af ter br ief professional contracts then
the list of local candidates would be alengthy
o n e .

at the Recreation Ground, Whitehaven. Should
BARLA be successful in those matches, and I
am confident that they will win both, then they
will meet the winners of the other group in the
final. That final takes place here at Spotland,
Rochdale on Monday 20th November, kick off
7.30pm. Italy are firm favourites to win their
g r o u p w h i c h i n c l u d e s C a n a d a a n d U n i t e d
S ta tes . Shou ld t he Emerg ing Na t i ons fina l
throw together BARLA and Italy then it certainly

w o u l d b e a m a t c h n o t
t o b e m i s s e d . T h e
I ta l ian squad cons is ts
m a i n l y o f p l a y e r s
c o n n e c t e d
A u s t r a l i a n c l u b s b u t i s

w i t h

a l so l i ke l y t o i nc lude
S u p e r L e a g u e s t a r s
Greg Florimo (Halifax),
C a r l o N a p o l i t a n o
( S a l f o r d ) a n d L o n d o n
Broncos’ Frank Napoli.

T h e t o u r n a m e n t w i l l b e a s e v e r e t e s t f o r

the BARLA boys, especial ly i f , as expected,
they meet Italy in the final. But it is achallenge
they will be eager to meet. Hopefully, one or
t w o l o c a l l a d s w i l l b e i n v o l v e d t o a d d f u r t h e r

Greg Florimo

in te res t to wha t a l ready p romises to be a
tremendous competit ion.

D o n Ya t e s

N O R T H E R N F O R D P R M I E R S H I P
F I N A L L E A G U E T A B L E

PW D L F A D PTS
28 22 1 5 848 400 448 45
28 22 0 6 1002 401 601 44

Dewsbury Rams
Keighley Cougars
Doncaster Dragons 28 21 0 7 880 397 483 42
Leigh Centurions
Featherstone Rovers 28 20 1 7 795 523 272 41
Oldham

Hull Kingston Rovers 28 17 1 10 583 481 102 35
Widnes Vikings

2 8 2 1 0 7 8 5 4 4 7 6 3 7 8 4 2

28 19 18734 513 221 39

2 8 1 7 0 1 1 6 9 8 4 8 3 2 1 5 3 4

Swinton Lions
Barrow Border Raiders 28 14 014 647 711 -64 28
Whitehaven Warriors 28 11 116 533 674 -141 23
Workington Town
Rochdale Hornets

Sheffield Eagles
Hunslet Hawks

Batley Bulldogs
York Wasps
Lancashire Lynx

28 13 213 726 733 -7 28

28 11 1 16 502 776 -274 23
28 10 0 18 563 696 -133 20
28 9 1 18 479 585 -106 19
28 8 0 20 487 678 -191 16
28 6 0 22 482 759 -277 12
28 5 1 22 392 859 -467 11
28 1027 301 1361-1060 2

BARLA have been included in the group
with Morocco and Japan. Their first match is
a g a i n s t M o r o c c o a n d t a k e s p l a c e a t P o s t
Office Road, Featherstone on Monday evening
13th November. Four days later, on Friday
evening, 17th November BARLA take on Japan



Continued from page 14

O n S u n d a y , a f t e r g i v i n g s e r i o u s
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o S c o t l a n d v S a m o a a t
Tynecastle Stadium, Edinburgh Ihave decided
o n t h e d o u b l e h e a d e r a t t h e m a g n i fi c e n t
Mil lennium Stadium, Cardi ff , Cook Islands v
Lebanon (12.30pm) and Wales vNew Zealand
(3pm).

The final qualifying game is the next day in
P e r p i g n o n , P N G v To n g a ( m e t a l h e l m e t s
provided!). Thanks, but no thanks.

So it is atotal of eight games at seven
venues, five of which Ihave never previously
v i s i t e d .

The quarter final format is about as easy
to work out as the NFP top eight play offs, so
no decisions yet, but if the RL’s box office is to
be believed Australia will play at Watford EC’s
Vicarage Rd ground, and should England qualify
they play at Headingly.

T h e s e m i s a r e a t t h e R e e b o k a n d
M c A l p i n e S t a d i u m s , w i t h t h e fi n a l a t O l d
Trafford on Saturday 25th of November exactly
4weeks after the first qualifying match kicked
o f f a t W indso r Pa rk .

Should you want to take advantage of the
t i cke t packages be ing o f fe red by the R .L .
phone the Box Office for details.

STRANGE, THAT THE ASSOCIATION OF
P R E M I E R S H I P C L U B S E V E N C O N S I D E R E D
M O V I N G T H E K I C K O F F T O T H E N E W
S E A S O N F R O M C H R I S T M A S T O T H E
M I D D L E O F T H E W O R L D C U P A N D N O T
S U R P R I S I N G L Y T H R O W N O U T W I T H A
C O M P R O M I S E S T A R T T H E W E E K E N D

A F T E R T H E W O R L D C U P F I N A L ( 3 R D
DECEMBER) AND THREE WEEKS EARLIER
T H A N L A S T T E R M . T H E R U N U P T O

C H R I S T M A S , T H O U G H N E V E R T H E
B E S T T I M E T O D R U M U P A C R O W D S O
W H Y C H A N G E A W I N N I N G F O R M U L A ?

I w o u l d a l s o h a v e l i k e d t o a t t e n d i n t h e

Welsh game at L lanel l i and a lso the Kiwis
match a t Read ings Made jsk i S tad ium (who
christened that?), if for no other reason than to
give those stadiums the once over.

F l i g h t s a r e b o o k e d t o a r r i v e b a c k i n
Manchester late Friday, in time for the weekend
games. Saturdays (4th Nov) is easy to select,
England vFij i at Headingly with a3pm start.
Aus t r a l i a vRuss ia (Bou leva rd 7 .30pm) w i l l
l eave mos t f ans co ld !

Official sponsor of the Rugby League World Cup 2000

n L i n c o l n n L i n c o l n
Financial Group®

Clear solutions in acomplex world
Lincoln Ls amarketing group regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. Any advice offered relates otily to the pnxluets of Lincoln. Rê tcred oITicc in the UK; Barnett Way. Bamwood, Gloucester, GL4 3RZ.

Finartcial Group
R U C B Y L E A G U E
W O R L D C U P

R e t i r e m e n t P l a n n i n g , L i f e a n d H e a l t h I n s u r a n c e , I n v e s t m e n t .



c o m m o n s e n s e . c o m
W i t h S i m o n W i n n a r d

XTHE RECENT exodus of top Australian players
has caused dismay in the NRL and provoked
widespread media interest both here and down
under. Th is has p rompted avery pub l i c
reaction from both Maurice Lindsay and Gary
Hetherington. Whilst Hetherington was simply
happy to call NRL officials whinging Aussies,
Lindsay has seen fit to defend his actions.

Australian officials have publicly stated
that they can’t compete with the kind of money
being thrown at their stars by English clubs.
Lindsay has touted these high profile signings
as being in the best interests of the English
game. He has stated that there isn't any
c o m p a r a b l e B r i t i s h t a l e n t a r o u n d a n d t o a
large extent he’s right. However, could that be
because our young talent here is being stifled
by an overload of overseas imports? Hardly
r o c k e t s c i e n c e M a u r i c e .

What is disturbing to hear is that the
Australians cannot compete financially with the
offers from British clubs. This is despite their
g a m e a t t r a c t i n g m a s s i v e c r o w d s , f a r m o r e
income and generating massive sponsorship
compared to ours. The obvious answer to this
puzzle is that the money generated down
under is ploughed back into development of
the sport at grass roots level . The Sky
t e l e v i s i o n d e a l p r e s e n t e d i t s e l f a s a n i d e a l
o p p o r t u n i t y t o f o l l o w t h a t l e a d a n d b u i l d a
s u c c e s s f u l f u t u r e .

However, there is simply no evidence that
News Corporation funding is filtering its way
d o w n t h r o u g h t h e s y s t e m t o y o u t h
development in this country. That's acrying
shame. Avast amount of this money is simply
being used to line overseas players’ pockets,
most of whom, to put it politely, are past their
best. Far from wanting to tar all of these
p layers w i th the same brush , some are s t i l l
great players and it will be good to see them in
a c t i o n , b u t n o t a t t h e e x p e n s e o f o u r
prospective stars of tomorrow.

Of course, Iunderstand why clubs are
desperate to maintain their Super League
s ta tus . These a re the ve ry same c lubs who
confined the News Corporation funding to that

league. Many feel that their only short term
opt ion is to look for ready made ta lent
elsewhere. However, Ifeel that along term
perspective needs to be taken up by the
games governing bodies.

Home grown ta len t i s bound to su f fe r i f
there is aflood of overseas players taking up
first team places on big contracts.it has to. We
have placed the future of our game in the
hands of the likes of Lindsay, Hetherington
and Caisley and Ifear that they have badly let
us down. Some might even say that we are in
danger of becoming something akin to an
Antipodean Nursing Home League. These
people in charge of our game will be the very
same people who will rally round forming
working parties to investigate our continued
failure to compete at International level in the
not too distant future and when they frantically
s e a r c h f o r t h e c a u s e , t h e y n e e d l o o k n o
further than their own doorstep.

Whilst causing short term irr i tat ion to the
NRL, the departure of established stars will of
course result in the bright young talent being
offered greater opportunity to progress. This
being the case, Istrongly suspect that their
game wi l l ac tua l l y benefit and we w i l l su f fe r
the consequences yet again.

On abrighter note the recent suggestions
for restructuring the points scoring system in
Super League introduced adelightful element
of comedy to the season. Suggested by the
Hal i fax Chief Execut ive, presumably th is is a
despe ra te a t temp t t o g i ve the c lubs ou ts ide
the top half of Super League something to
a c t u a l l y p l a y f o r. P e r h a p s p o i n t s s h o u l d b e
a w a r d e d f o r t h e n i c e s t k i t , h o w m a n y
c o n s e c u t i v e A u s t r a l i a n c o a c h e s y o u c a n
emp loy and how many o the r teams you can
swa l low up to avo id re lega t ion desp i te
finishing bottom of the league. Whilst Super
L e a g u e g o e s f r o m t h e s u b l i m e t o t h e
ridiculous, the game outside Super League
looks forward to welcoming Bramley and
G a t e s h e a d b a c k n e x t s e a s o n . A f t e r S h e f fi e l d ’ s

survival this season it will be great to welcome
them back to the NFP family.

d D



Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health &. Safety Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

Cas t l e House ,Schofie ld S t ree t , O ldham,OL8 IQL
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5

G o o d r v j n

B E S T i
O m i l B A i

O i D H A M C h a m b e r

nirstfor Ford
ISaddleworth

Speedy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd.

O l d h a m D e p o t
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 111

i n

I ! N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

!Serv i ce & repa i r sIGood Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2000 Season

l q ^B L A I N E Y ’ S E S C O R T

Rick Whyman Ltd.IB A K E R S
, S A D D L E W D R T H

M O T O R C OHigh Class Bakers and
C o n f e c t i o n e r s

73, Lees Road, Oldham
Te l : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 4 - 7 3 9 1

I HIGH STREET,■
GUPPERMILL, OLDHAM S

01457 872178
T h e B e e F a m i l y F i n a n c e

T H ET H E Yo u r L o c a l F a m i l y C r e d i t C o m p a n y w i s h e s
Oldham RLFC every success in 1999

H o m e c r e d i t p r o v i d e d b y a f a m i l y b u s i n e s s t h a t h a s b e e n
MEET IN G TH E N EED S OF FAMIL IES FOR OVER E IGH TY YEAR S

21 Retiro Street, Oldham !Tel 0161 624 9908

BEEBEE
/<?wi i7y finance[ f a m i l y fi n a n c e

0O

3

proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and
part time courses starting this summer call us on
Freephone 0800 269 480.

t » f ;

O L D H A M
c o l l e ( ; e



A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for aU your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
A s h t o n - J o h n M i l l s
Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
Fai lswor th -Peter Scholes0161 -681 5600

0 1 6 1 - 3 3 9 6 1 4 0

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584A M H A M H

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S
& S O N S L I M I T E D

P u m p s / \
E s t a b l i s h e d 1 9 4 7

P l u m b e r s ! E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heating Engineering
Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham 0L4 5SJ
Tel 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

R I G H T AT T H E H E A RT O F T H I N G S

Marshall Pump Systems Ltd.
RHODES BANK, OLDHAM, OL1 1UA
Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 7 8 6 111 !F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 0 9 1 3

SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD
O L D H A M As approved distributor for

many of Europe’s leading
manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock
range with guaranteed delivery

a n d u n r i v a l l e d t e c h n i c a l
expertise

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7

Good Luck to Oldham RLFC
throughout 2000

d j )



Craig Barker
Caste// &Co Estate Agents

Oldham &Uppermill
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 0 1 4 2 7 o r

0 1 4 5 7 8 7 0 5 5 7

Dav id G ibbons

Allen, Mills, Howard &Co.
A c c o u n t a n t s

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Chris Nayior
John Wi l l ie Lees

BreweryJT

Danny Guest
Frank Royales

Window Cleaning
S e r v i c e s

Shayne McMenemy
M o o r s i d e E l e c t r i c a l

C o n t r a c t o r s
Te l : 0 1 7 0 6 8 4 2 4 1 6

K e i t h B r e n n a n

Lansdowne Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 0 8 9 6

-7

1

A '

Mark Campbeii
Saddleworth Sports
and Schoo l Un i fo rm

Majorie &Geoff Cooke

Joey Hayes
B r o a d h u r s t

Engineering Ltd

Andy Proctor
Ricbrad Roofing

Te l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 2 0 0 0

P a t R i c h

George Barlow
& S o n s L t d

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 3 0 1

I C h r i s H o i i a n d

John Wi l l ie Lees

Brewery

Leo Casey
M e d l o c k L t d

M/es Rogers
M a c F a r l a n e

Merchanting Limited
Stalybridge

John Hough
P l a t t & H i l l L t d

Foam &Fibre Filling
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 1 4 4 0 0

Jason Ciegg
C e l e b r a t e C a t e r e r s

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 6 1 9

■ i

^
G a v i n D o d d

A l Z a b i e l a

ALZ Gym
0 1 6 1 6 2 6 5 5 7 7

Warren Druggitt
H a l l N e e d h a m A s s

A r c h i t e c t s
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 4 4 5

- ; Ph i l Fa r re l l

Junior Roughyeds

M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop
D o m i n o

Engineer ing Ltd

Peter Fer r is

John Wi l l ie Lees

Brewery

J o e M c N i c h o l a s

lain Taylor

\Kev in F i tzpa t r i ck
iHarry Long (Oldham) Ltd
, P l u m b i n g , H e a t i n g &

M e c h a n i c a l S e r v i c e s

^Tel: 0161 626 9175

K e v i n M a n n i o n

Lansdowne Trading
S e r v i c e s L t d

T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 1 1 4 1

I a n S i n fi e l d

J o h n B a r r e t t

(Time keeper)

M i k e F o r d

Roughyed Times
F a n z i n e

Ne i l RodenA d r i a n M e a d

M e d l o c k L t d Junior Roughyeds

A l e x P e e t
C a s t l e t o n G a b r i e l s

G r e a m e S h a w
John Willie Lees Brewery

Nathan Varley
John Willie Lees Brewery

Anthony Gibbons
Ve n d a Va l e t

M a c h i n e s L t d
Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 3 7 9 3

Wa r r e n B a r r o w

A l a n B u t t e r w o r t h

Shaw Finance Company

C25)
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the tries from our games this season (including the play¬
offs) and featuring an interview with Mike Ford. The price
w i l l b e £ 1 4 . 9 9 a n d I a m s u r e t h a t i t w i l l b e a m u s t f o r a l l

Roughyed fans. To place an order phone Paul on 0161 628
3 6 7 7 .

N F P G R A N D F I N A L T R I P

The Club is running atrip to the NFP Grand Final which will
be held at Gigg Lane, Bury, on Saturday 29th July 2000.
The trip includes Executive Coach Travel, Match ticket and
afour course meal at the Albany Hotel, Heywood, on your
return from the game. The trip is priced at £30 per person
f o r E l i t e C l u b m e m b e r s a n d £ 3 5 f o r n o n - m e m b e r s . T h e r e

are limited places so to reserve your seat please phone
P a u l o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 .

C L U B C A L L

Well it just keeps getting better and better doesn’t it?!! The
tackling and the commitment shown by our lads last week
was absolutely superb and Iknow you all felt the same with
the tremendous ovation you gave the players after the final
whistle. Please keep that level of support up as we get to
the Knock Out stage of the season.
O L D H A M R L F C I N T E R N AT I O N A L C E L E B R AT I O N

The limited edition watercolour pictures that we have been
advertising recently are now available in the Club Shop.
The picture captures 43 of ORLFC’s most famous players
in superb detail. The response has been very good and if
you are considering purchasing one please hurry! There
are only 100 copies and they are available in aGilt or Dark
Oak frame. Priced at only £49.99 order can be made by
contacting Brian Walker on 01457 875 084 or by phoning
t h e C l u b o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 .

ROUGHYEDS REVIEW OF THE 1999/2000 NFP SEASON
Once our season has finished (hopefully at Bury on
29thJuly 2000)1 We will be selling aspecial video with all

T H A N K Y O U ! ! T H A N K Y O U ! ! T H A N K Y O U ! !

Finally aBig, Big, Thank You to all our matchday volunteers
for all their help and assistance this season. People such
as Gillian Holt, Leanne Monchuk, Peter Birtwistle, John
Barret t , Lou Lavety, The Golden Gamblers (Maureen
Alldridge, Joyce and Lynn Pilkington, Ray, Brian and the
girls), Stephanie Gregory, Dave Roberts, Robin Highfield,
Debbie Rafferty, Geoff Cooke, Brian Walker and Sheila and
Grant Somerville, These people have given up valuable
time and worked very hard and Ithink deserve as much
credi t as our players for making this season agreat
s u c c e s s .

Until next time enjoy your Rugby.
S c o t t

CO
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SwintOn 35-22 16-32 14-14

Whitehaven 3o-o 20-14 10-36 14.24 14-29 44-12

Widnes 17-10 30-10

Workington 18-35
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S a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r mN E I L

G I B B I S O N Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports
S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d

Mail Order &Deliveiy Service
A v a i l a b l e

B.D.S., V.U. Mane —

Dental
Surgeon ❖

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e
93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashi re . OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5
2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill

O ldham OL3 6HV

❖Tel 01457 872108 E a s y P a r k i n g ■V i s a ! M a s t e r c a r d ■S w i t c h !
D e l t a ■S o l o ■A m e x

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

U K O f fi c e :

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,
Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.
Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337
Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

USA Office ;

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658 Sequel Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +1 831 462 2680

+1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net
Fax:

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

eg)



“...and that’s agreat ball
played out wide to the

wing...”
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T h e E A Mp

□

A t G E O R G E H I L L

i t ' s n e v e r a T R Y I N G

exper ience. We
jhave all the products

you need to get the
=right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

t h e G r e a t b a l l

w w w . m i t r e . c o m
r

)

y

M i t r e >
a u t h o r i t y . .

Official Supplier of
Match and Training Balls to;

The Rugby League,
Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

T h e

mi

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
Scottfleld Road, off Ashton Road Oldham OL8 ILB

Tel: 0161 627 2020 Fax: 0161 633 2250

We ’ r e r e a d y t o b e
of serv ice to you. . .
. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e ,
A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :

C a l l :
W T u T 0 1 7 0 6

7 1 2 3 2 1
r m

w w w . e l l e n s m i t h . c o . u k

W R I G L E Y

C L A Y D O N
s i n c e 1 7 9 5S O L I C I T O R S

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M O L 1 I H H

DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAiL@wrigleyc!aydo n.com Fax 0161 6 2 4 3 7 4 3
TEL 0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1

A R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M A Q U A U T T S E U V I C A

C D



T H E D O N ’
youngsters that afternoon and they hammered
us 52-10. There was one Humberside player in
the British line-up, subsititute forward David

THIS AFTERNOON Oldham begin their play-off Holdstock (West Hull), who scored atry, whilst
campaign with high hopes of reaching Gigg the only Oldham representative with the
Lane, lifting the Northern Ford Premiership tourists was amember of the medical staff. Dr
and then posting afirm bid for inclusion into David Atherton who was involved with
Super League. Their opponents are another Higginshaw for many years,
club aiming to regain former glories, for it was
not too long ago that Hull Kingston Rovers 1997, Scotland met France at Firhill Park,
were ateam to be feared and one which Glasgow. Scotland did enough to win that
i n c l u d e d s e v e r a l s t a r n a m e s .

Hu l l K ings ton Rovers ’ p layers were
prominent on this day in 1983, Saturday 9th
July, in asensational test match which was Gary Christie who began his professional
staged at Lang Park, Brisbane. Australia met career with the Roughyeds. Also included in
New Zealand that day hoping to extend a16 the Scotland line-up was substitute Mike
test winning sequence which included five Dixon, adiminutive but lively hooker who was
victories over the Kiwis. However, New Zealand then with Hull but who has since crossed the
sprang amajor surprise by defeating the all city to team up with the Robins,
conquer ing Kangaroos 19-12. Four Hu l l
Kingston Rovers players of that era were than successful tour ‘down under’,
involved in that match. Kerry Boustead, who Nevertheless the t r ip d id leave one
played for the Robins in 1986-87, was on the outstanding memory and that occurred on
wing for Australia, whilst stand-off Gordon Saturday 9th July when the Lions met Australia
Smith, loose-forward Gary Prohm and prop at Sydney Football Stadium in aWorld Cup
Mark Broadhurst, all Championship winners rated test match. Most spectators expected
with Rovers in 1984, were included in the Kiwi
line-up. The architect of the New Zealand
victory, though, was full back Nick Wright, a
former Oldham player, whose superb kicking
game was afeature of the match whilst his
three placed goals and one dropped goal
proved to be decisive scores.

Five years previously, on Sunday 9th July
1978, New Zealand had aless successful day
during another tour of Australia. The Kiwis met
North Queensland in Townsville that afternoon
when they fell to adisappointing 27-20 defeat.
Versatile Gary Prohm was in the Kiwi second-
r o w f o r t h a t m a t c h b u t t h e s t a r o f t h e s h o w

was Kerry Boustead who scored two tries for
t h e h o m e s i d e .

It was on this day in 1995, Sunday 9th
July, that the BARLA under-18 team met the
Junior Kiwis at Greymouth. The New Zealand
Jun iors proved much too good fo r our Bobundner

On this Day
D o n Ya t e s l o o k s b a c k t o J u l y 9 t h y e s t e r y e a r

Three years ago, on Wednesday 9th July

even ing bu t a la te , d i spu ted F rench t r y
enabled the visitors to win 22-20. Atry scorer
for the Scots in the match was Bradford winger -

I n 1 9 8 8 G r e a t B r i t a i n u n d e r t o o k a l e s s

t h e m a t c h t o f o l l o w

t h e p a t t e r n o f t h e
fi r s t t w o t e s t s a n d

e n d i n a K a n g a r o o
victory. The Lions has
n o t w o n a t e s t i n

HAustralia for 14 years
Pbut, prompted by
Psc rum-ha l f Andy
LGregory (Wigan) they
□won convincingly 26-

1 2 . O l d h a m p r o p
Hugh Wadde l l was
i n c l u d e d i n t h e B r i t i s h

pack whilst one of the
A u s t r a l i a n s u b s t i t u t e s

w a s B o b L i n d n e r ,
d e s t i n e d t o h a v e a

spell as player-coach
with the Roughyeds.

d D



Date Opponent
DECEMBER

Resu l t A t t

F - A

12 ROCHDALE H(LAW CUP) W30-18 1,204
27 ROCHDALE HORNETS

Iwould like to take this opportunity to thank all our
Sponsors for the tremendous support they have
shown the Club this season. The Club can only

progress with their support and Icertainly think we
have made tremendous progress this seasonll

Ellen Accident Assistance deserve great credit for
their continued backing of the Club. They have been

our main sponsors for three years, so abig thank you
to Glyn and Dave Adams.

Other companies and individuals (in no particular
order) Iwould particularly like to thank include:

W23-20 3,562
JANUARY

2 Swinton Lions

9 WHITEHAVEN W

16 Barrow B.R.

23 WORKINGTON T

FEBRUARY

6 Doncaster Dragons

8 Wigan St. J(SCCC R3)

13 Roclitlale H(SCCC R4)

20 Leigh Centurions
MARCH

5 LANCASHIRE LYNX

12 Widnes Vikings
19 DEWSBURY RAMS

26 Featherstone Rovers

APRIL

2 Sheffield Eagles
9 HUNSLET HAWKS

16 Batley Bulldogs
21 Rochdale Hornets

24 SWINTON LIONS

W23-18 2,567

W26-22 2,446

L19-16 1,618

W30-17 2,222

L16-26 2,130

W44-0 1,376

L14-30 2,168

L10-28 2,410

W50-8 1,522

W20-31 3,300

L12-14 2,115

L26-61 2,071

L e e s V i l l a g e S e r v i c e S t a t i o n
H . M u l l a n e y & S o n L t d

N e i l G i b b i s o n
I a i n Ta y l o r

S t u a r t G o u g h & C e l e b r a t e C a t e r e r s

Speedy Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd.
S a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s & S c h o o l U n i f o r m s

A l p h a t e c L a b e l l i n g S y s t e m s L t d
P i l g r i m I n t e r n a t i o n a l

B A E S y s t e m s
J a c k D o u g h t y & D o u g h t y ’ s G y m

The lads from the Springvale, Chadderton
R a y B r o a d b e n t

P a u l A b b o t t L t d
J o h n B a t t y e & M a n c h e s t e r A i r p o r t P l c

S l u m b e r l a n d
K i r s t a i l P r o p e r t i e s

W28-6 1,220

W44-18 1544

W28-16 805

W13-12 2288

W34-28 1908

MAY

1 YORK WASPS

7 Hull Kingston Rovers
10 KEIGHLEY COUGARS

14 Whitehaven Warriors

21 BARROW B.R,

26 Workington Town
29 DONCASTER DRAGONS W25-6 2043

W40-18 1852

W32-12 2005

L14-24 2528

LI 8-26 808

W30-16 1604

D12-12 595

JUNE

4 LEIGH CENTURIONS

11 Lancashire Lynx
18 WIDNES VIKINGS

25 Dewsbury Rams

W27-10 2823

W48-14 616

W34-26 2073

L12-16 1456
T h e l i s t i s e n d l e s s a n d I a m s u r e I h a v e m i s s e d

many people out but to everyone who has
supported the Club this season -THANK YOU!

JULY

2FEATHERSTONE ROVERS W32-0 2132

Finally apersonal thank-you to Stuart McDonough
and Karen Ramsden for all their help on matchdays
and their hard work and good humour in helping our

sponsors feel welcome on matchdays.

Oldham RLFC fully support the let’s
tackle racism in rugby league
campaign and weicomes all players
and spectators irrespective of their
ethnic or racial origins. Racism has no
place in our game and racist chants are
totaiiy unacceptable. Allow everyone to
enjoy the game.

S c o t t



Oldham -Well placed for the
challenges of the New Millennium

m t r f S i

r m !s'i
t- ; . '

Oldham Metropolitan Borough is ready to meet the
many and varied challenges of 2000 and beyond.

The Council's forward thinking approach,
commitment and act iv i t ies have resu l ted in a

massive regeneration and revitalisation programme
of the Borough throughout the 1980s and 1990s.

This endeavour has led to an expanding, improving
town cent re which has benefited f rom £100 mi l l ion

investment, 20 new schools in as many years, a
national award-winning multi million pound
regeneration scheme, development of anew cultural
quarter, anew business management school, a
town centre based leisure scheme including
multiplex cinema, Britain’s newest Sixth Form
College, adiversity of industry, the planned
extension of the Metrolink tram system and much
m o r e .

All this, together with Oldham’s reputation for
innovafion, hard work and friendliness means that
the Borough finds itself well placed to meet the
challenges of the New Millennium.

The Council is committed to continuing to serve the
local community and in helping Oldham maintain its
significant status in the North West Region.

Enquiries about the Council’s policies and activities,
including its regeneration programmes and policies
to the Chief Executive’s Department, PO Box 160,
Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG.

O L D H A M D ^ n
Metropolitan Borough O
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f > f « E I V I I E K 9 H I P

O L D H A M HULL K.R.
C o a c h M i k e F O R D C o a c h D a v e H A R R I S O N

t i lM a r k S I B S O N

D e a n C R O S S

B o b E V E R i n

J o n W R A Y

R o b N O L A N

W h e t u T A E W A

G a v i n M O L L O Y

Leroy JOE
M a r k H E W I T T

P a u l F L E T C H E R

M i k e D I X O N

R i c h a r d W I L S O N

J i m L E A T H A M

D e a n A N D R E W S

C h r i s C H A R L E S

121
[ 3 ]Anthony GIBBONS

P a t R I C H

W a r r e n B A R R O W [ 5 1
[ 6 |D a v i d G I B B O N S

M i k e F O R D

S t e v e M O L L O Y
[ 7 ]

[ 9 1J o h n H O U G H

Andy PROCTOR
P h i l F A R R E L L

Shayne McMENEMY
K e v i n M A N N I O N

[101
[111
[12
m

Neil RODEN ̂
I a n S I N F I E L D

Danny GUEST
Jason CLEGG Cl7

S c o t t Y E A M A N

M a r k B L A N C H A R D

Craig HARDY
J o n W I L K I N S

T O D AY ’ S O F F I C I A L S

SHn. BYERS ^REFEREE IN GOAL T.G

STEVE B . S H A R R O C K P. W H A R T O N

NICHOLSON A. BATES P G R U N D I L L


