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K E E P AT I G H T G R I P O N
Y O U R F I N A N C E S

If you don't keep agrip on your "Financial Health"
how can you be sure your future is secure?

!Mortgages* !Life Cover !Income Protection* ♦Pensions !
!Investments ♦ISA’s !Savings ♦Individual Hnancial Review !

FREEPHONE 0800 015 4020

The Money Group
Independent Financial Advisers

The Money Group, Independent Financial Advisers, Ocean House, 7Memorial Road,
Waikden, Manchester M28 SAQ.Tel: 0161 790 4300. Fax: 0161 790 4399.

Email: enquiries@moneygroup.co.uk Web: www.moneygroup.co.uk

f c fAicJbi
AMEMBER OF IFA NETWORK LIMITED WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY.
*THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP
REPAYMENTS ON AMORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. WRIHEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.
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...with Christopher Hamilton Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street
Oldham OLI 1DJ

Te l e p h o n e : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

WELCOME back to Boundary
Park for this great occasion
against one of the most famous
clubs in the game of Rugby
League.

This is our first pre-season
game before the start of the
2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1 s e a s o n a n d a s s u c h
w i l l b e t r e a t e d a s a s e r i o u s

workout by al l connected with
the club. South Sydney will be
keen to impress in their first
game of the four match tour
a n d t h e g a m e h a s t h e
ingredients to whet everybody’s
appet i te for the campaign
a h e a d .

C H A I R M A N

Christopher Hamilton
D I R E C T O R S

Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

H E A D C O A C H

M ike Fo rd
A S S I S T A N T C O A C H

J o h n H e n d e r s o n
A L L I A N C E C O A C H

Haydn Walker
A C A D E M Y C O A C H

Mark Knight
A C A D E M Y M A N A G E R

P e t e B e s w i c k
F I R S T T E A M P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

L i sa Sha r ra t t
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY
P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T S

Jodie Whittle, Danni Turner
C O N D I T I O N E R

Tony O'Brien
T I M E K E E P E R

J o h n B a r r e t t
C L U B D O C T O R

Dr Ian Wi l k inson
C L U B D E N T I S T

Ne i l G ibb ison
S T A T I S T I C S

Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman
P R O G R A M M E E D I T O R

G e o f f C o o k e

O n b e h a l f o f t h e c l u b I

would like to extend avery
warm welcome to all the players, officials and supporters of Souths
and we hope you thoroughly enjoy your day with us. I’m sure the
Roughyeds fans will make you feel at home.

The game in some quarters has already been billed as ‘The
Founders Challenge’ Oldham founder members of the Northern
Union following the breakaway from the English Union in 1895 and
Souths being one of the founder clubs forming in 1908 the New
South Wales RL fore runner to the Australian Rugby League.
Following the playing of both national anthems the teams will be
introduced to the Mayor, Councillor John Dillon, and Mayoress,
Counci l lor Phi lomena Di l lon, and
other VIPs, including the Chairman
of the Rugby Football League, Sir
Rodney Walker. m m m

T h e m a t c h a l s o t a k e s o n
added presence due to the fact that
it is being played in between the
two World Cup semi-finals and we Jk
are hoping to have the Australian
squad at todays game. !

The Lincoln Financial Group
World Cup has been the subject of some criticism over the last
couple of weeks but my opinion is that it has been well organised
and Ifor one am glad that games have been taken to ‘new’ areas.

Afinal word to thank all of you for your superb support during
the course of last season. We are all obviously working hard to
improve upon that this time and Iam sure that you will all join me
in wishing Mike and the players good luck in advance of what is
surely another landmark in the history of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

Enjoy the game.

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1 9 9 9 / 2 0 0 0

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
H A L L O F FA M E M E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LeES, BrEWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23,

Alan Davies 1950-62, Bernard Ganiey
1950-61, John Etty 1954-59, Derek

Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving 1964-74,
Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94

F R O N T C O V E R
Portrai t of Cl ive Churchi i l ,
Captain of Australia and South
Sydney, by Robert Burns

Chfis ‘F taMiUen

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management AND STAFF OF Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

W e W o u l d L i k e T o T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y
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PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

D E R E K A N T H O N Y LT D .
G e n e r a l S h e e t m e l a l W o r k e r s &

S t r u c t u r a l S t e e l F a b r i c a t o r s
Un i t s 4 /5 ■Whi teswan Indus t r i a l Es ta te

D e r k e r S t r e e t ! O l d h a m O L l 3 L Y

Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing
Tracking ■Shockers ■Servicing

Clutches ■Brakes ■Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 2 0 0 ! F a x . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 3 6 1 6

Wish ORLFC every success for 2001

Speedy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd.

O l d h a m D e p o t
T e l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 1 1 1

For all your
P l a n t & To o l H i r e N e e d s

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2001 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t !O l d h a m 0 L 1 S T D

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 8 2 6 & 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 9 9 4 9
F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

P A C K A G I N G L I M I T E D1 9

M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y
G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

T E L : 0 1 6 1 - 2 8 4 9 0 0 F i L X : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 7 5 0 4 9
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WELCOME to the start of anew season. Isay this advisedly
because as far as myself and the players are concerned the
season starts here! Compared to last season we are ahead of
s c h e d u l e
preparations, it being our
twelfth week of training, with
alot of good work having
been done. It was abig help
to re-sign all of last season's
squad which is asign of the
players’ confidence in us
a n d o u r c o n fi d e n c e i n t h e m .

Having also added some
new faces, who we welcome
to the club, we feel we have
more strength in depth than
l a s t s e a s o n w h e n a t t h e
climax of the year we were
disappointed to fail at Leigh
because the toll of injuries
and intense matches caught up with us. We are quietly confident
about the season to come but will take nothing for granted. Last
year we were an unknown quantity but this time other clubs will be
looking out for us and we will be regarded as abig scalp. Out target
is to improve on last season’s standing and to reach the Grand

Final, but Dewsbury. Leigh, Keighley, Featherstone, Hull K.R., Widnes and Doncaster will all feel the same.
And then again teams outside the eight last time will be pushing hard,
teams like Rochdale, who always want to turn us over, and our first
league opponents, Barrow, who are very difficult to over come at
Craven Park. Last season we only took one point in Cumbria which
cost us atop four position and with three out of four away games (two
in Cumbria) to start we face atough hurdle.

We are conscious that our supporters will have high expectation
this season, but Ihope you will be patient. Generally our fans give us
superb backing especially when we are up against it. However we hope „.
you won’t be too demanding if we can’t stick 60 or 70 points pass the
bottom clubs in the league. In many respects this is when we need your
backing more than ever because no team produces it best form in Bgevery game. It really does give the players abig lift when the Oldham L,, ̂
fans get behind us, so we hope you'll make plenty of noise, starting ̂ rtoday. E .

o u ri n

‘S'

And talking of today, we could not have abetter start to the anew
season than avisit from atough Australian side carrying the colours of
the South Sydney Rabbitohs. Although the visitors are abit of an
unknown quantity to us all the players are really looking forward to the game. We hope the Australian squad
and the supporters who have come to cheer them on have asuccessful short tour, though not, of course, at
Oldham’s expense.

As ever, enjoy the game.
M i k e

StncEOCBiO: \̂ 6ixd]aD\;̂JlUniledP ' V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH
Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4

5



D R O N S F I E L D S RYDERS'
D U T T O NMERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 ■871717
FAX: 01457 -871940

ESTATE AGENTS
VA L U E R S A N D S U RV E Y E R S

Wherever you see
this sign you can

b e a s s u r e d
of an efficient and

professional
approach

to any property
m a t t e r

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL1HA

Te l . 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes

Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S T
S

FISH &CHIP
RESTAURANT

■ A l

L a n s d o w n e Tr a d i n q
S e r v i c e s L t d .

B e s t W i s h e s

F l a t s !C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d
E x t e n d e r s

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND
E u r o p e

T O

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ! M a r k e t H a l l

O l d h a m

M o n - S a t 1 0 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0 4Lansdowne Road !Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF
Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078

Mobi le 07974 127082
0 1 6 1 6 3 3 0 0 7 4
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MaAdk
...from the pen of Michael Turner

FOR the new 2000-01 season Michael will be looking
back at aprevious fixture against the opponents of
the day. However for this special encounter with the
famous “Rabbitohs” of South Sydney ive will recall
a n O l d h a m v A u s t r a l i a fi x t u r e w h i c h b r o u g h t t w o o f
the most famous and fondly remembered players of
each club into opposition.

K“ T h e L i t t l e M a s t e r m e e t s M r F o o t b a l l ’

O l d h a m 7 A u s t r a l i a 7 a t Wa t e r s h e d d i n g s o n
Monday September I5th I952.

IN DAYS GONE by there was no greater attraction on
the fixture iist of aBritish Rugby League club than avisit
from one of the overseas touring teams. So, it was with
great anticipation that the public of Oldham looked
forward to the encounter with the 1952 Kangaroos, led
by the South Sydney legend Clive Churchill. Oldham
were captained by the mercurial Frank Stirrup, the latest
inductee into the Oldham RLFC “Hall of Fame”.

The Oldham preparation for the match was hardly
ideal. Just 48 hours before they had made the long trip
to Barrow where they had succumbed to athirteen
points to five defeat. Then on the morning of the game
the RL authorities informed the club that three players
chosen for the England vWales international later in the
week, would not be allowed to play. So it was that Terry
O'Grady, Bryn Day and Bryn Goldswain had to stand
down to be replaced by reserve players, John Watson,
Les Anthony and Alf Murray. Watson, asecond row
forward in the “A” team, was making only his second
first team appearance when he stood in on the wing for
O'Grady. Likewise, Murray had played only ahandful of
matches in the senior squad.

While Oldham were going down at Barrow, the
Kangaroos had also travelled to Cumbria where they
had been pushed all the way before securing ahard
fought 15-5 win at Whitehaven.

Watersheddings was packed to near capacity with
over nineteen thousand spectators, as the teams took
the field together, each led by their renowned captains.
Frank “Mr Football” Stirrup and Clive “The Little Master”
Churchill, both of them diminutive in stature but giants in
their respective teams. Stirrup an elusive, canny half
back with sublime ball handling skills and Churchill, a
full back right out of the top drawer. Resolute in defence
and devastating when linking with the attack.

The match saw early points on the board for both
teams with apenalty goal each for Ganley and Ridding.
Then, with the game just eight minutes old it was
Oldham who registered the first try and that man Stirrup
was at the heart of the action. After forcing the
Kangaroos to make the ball dead over their own try line,
the “Roughyeds" kept up the pressure. Stirrup made a
diagonal run direct from ascrum near the Aussies line.
H e d r e w i n t h r e e d e f e n d e r s b e f o r e d e l i v e r i n g a t r y
scoring pass to stand-in wingman, Watson. Ganley
added the conversion to give Oldham aseven points to
two lead. That was still the score at half time, thanks
mainly to three missed penaities attempts by Ridding
and two by Ganley.

Frank Stirrup and Clive Churchill lead out the teams
before the match at Watersheddings on September 15th
1 9 5 2 .

Early in the second half Ridding was successful
with akick at goal when Oldham were pulled up for off
side which reduced the tourists arrears to just three
points. Going into the last quarter of the match the
Kangaroos gained the upper hand. Churchill made one
of his famous charges linking into the attack and looked
all over ascorer when he burst down the touchline, only
to lose his balance after afull length dive by Murray
managed to tap his ankles. By the time he recovered
the Oldham defenders were there in force to bring him
down. Still the Aussies piled fonward and after Wills had
atry disallowed for ablatant forward pass. McCaffery
managed to scramble over for the equalising score. The
conversion attempt by Ridding hit the upright and
bounced out. In the closing seconds it was Oldham who
almost won the game when Stirrup chipped over the
defence and re-gathered but this time it was the
Australian’s turn to hold firm and the match ended in a
draw, seven points each.

The press were lavish in their praise of the Oldham
performance not least for the three stand-in players.
Watson the try scorer. Murray, the try saver and
Anthony, who had astorming game in the thick of the
fray. However the major plaudits were reserved for
Stirrup whose non-inclusion in the Great Britain squad
had the critics baffled.
T E A M S :

Oldham: W.B. Ganley; JWarham, WMitchell,
ADavies. JWatson; FDaley, FStirrup; HOgden,
JKeith, LAnthony, SLittle, ATomlinson, AMurray.
Australia: CChurchill: DFlannery, HWills,
NHazzard, NRidding; CGeelan, KMcCaffery;
DHall, CGill, BDavies, HCrocker, FAshton, ARaul.
Referee Mr FSmith: (Barrow) Attendance: 19.370
Post Script: Four years later Stirrup and Churchill
found themselves in opposition again. The occasion
was when Oldham played the 1956 Kangaroos. Press
reports would suggest that, this time, neither player
made amajor impact on the game. However, unlike the
1952 tour, the match did provide aclear winner with
Oldham walloping the Aussies 21
Championship winning 1956/57 season.

2 i n t h i s
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THE Roughyeds ver¬
s u s t h e R a b b i t o h s

p roduces a fasc ina t¬
ing con tes t be tween
one of the youngest
ciubs in the English
game and one of the
o l d e s t i n A u s t r a l i a .

O l d h a m R L F C

( 1 9 9 7 ) h a s m a d e
r a p i d s t r i d e s , f r o m
humble beginnings,
in the three years
since the collapse of
O l d h a m B e a r s a f t e r

only two seasons in

well in their continuing fight to win reinstate¬
m e n t t o t h e N R L .

A r e c e n t c o u r t j u d g e m e n t w e n t a g a i n s t
them, but Souths are not about to cave in or
concede ground and i f publ ic suppor t counts
for anything they can take great heart from the
d e m o n s t r a t i o n s o f t h e i r f a n s a n d f r o m t h e

backing of many high-profile personalities, not
l e a s t t h e f o r m e r A u s t r a l i a n c a p t a i n , L a u r i e
Daley.

It is ameasure of the club’s fighting spir i t
that, despite the tears and the heartache, the
m a n a g e m e n t u n d e r t o o k t o b r i n g a s q u a d o f
p l a y e r s t o E n g l a n d f o r a m i n i - t o u r t h a t w i l l
involve games against Keighley, Leigh and
Warrington as well as today’s tour opener here
at Boundary Park.

S o u t h s a r e d e t e r m i n e d t o k e e p t h e
Rabbitohs’ flag flying proudly and Oldham fans
will know all too painfully how they feel, having
suffered similar agonies in 1997.

F o r t u n a t e l y f o r t h e m , t h e o l d c l u b h a d
h a r d l y b e e n l a i d t o r e s t w h e n C h r i s t o p h e r
H a m i l t o n a n d h i s f e l l o w d i r e c t o r s s e t a b o u t t h e

Super League.
The Bears, of course, were founder mem¬

b e r s o f t h e N o r t h e r n U n i o n i n 1 8 9 5 a n d s o m e

13 years later the South Sydney club helped to
form the New South Wales Rugby League
12,000 miles away on the other side of the
w o r l d .

Both clubs went on to enjoy phenomenal
s u c c e s s . S o u t h s h a v i n g w o n m o r e
Premierships than any other club in Australia,
including St George, who had adecade of unri¬
valled supremacy when Johnny Paper and
sundry other Australian all-time greats were at
their peak.

O l d h a m w e r e a t t h e i r b e s t a t t h e t u r n o f

the century, again in the 1920s and then in
the 1950s when Watersheddings stars like
D e r e k T u r n e r a n d A l a n D a v i e s w e r e r e n o w n e d

for their battles with Paper, Reg Gasnier and
C o w h e n G r e a t B r i t a i n t o u r e d D o w n U n d e r o r
the Kangaroos came here.

Great players, great games, great days for
sport and for rugby league in particular.

Who ever thought, then, that there would
come aday when Watersheddings would be no
more or that the original Oldham club would go
u n d e r ?

task of launching and then building the new
O l d h a m c l u b w h i c h w e k n o w t o d a y a s t h e
Roughyeds.

T h r e e y e a r s o n , a n d w i t h M i k e F o r d i n
charge of the playing operation, the club is
making good progress as witnessed last sea¬
s o n w h e n i t r e a c h e d t h e N o r t h e r n F o r d

Premiership semi-finals and carr ied off ac lub-
of-the-year prize.

The future, right now, probably looks
somewhat br ighter for the Roughyeds than i t
does for the Rabbitohs, but nobody at Oldham
w i l l d e r i v e a n y p l e a s u r e f r o m t h a t a n d i f
Souths can gain any encouragement from what
h a s b e e n a c h i e v e d i n O l d h a m I k n o w t h e

Roughyeds board would be more than delight¬
e d .

Today’s game is sure to form the basis of
a l o n g a n d l a s t i n g f r i e n d s h i p b e t w e e n t h e
clubs, notwithstanding the traditional Anglo-
Aussie rivalry which is sure to be in evidence
f o r 8 0 m i n u t e s .

May the better team win. May both teams
and both clubs fight successfully for their
rights in the uncertain years ahead.

On the other side of the world in Sydney
did anyone in the southern suburbs even con¬
sider that the day might arrive when Souths
were on the outside of the big-time and merely
looking in?

The Rabbitohs current plight has been well
chronicled and rugby league fans the world
over wil l sympathise with them and wish them Roger Hals tead



I^eVe Cured
Headaches fo r
THE ROUGHYEDS

A d a m s o n s
C R A S H R E P A I R C E N T R E

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
REPAIR SPECIAL ISTSM a n u f a c t u r e r s

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre

fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Te lephone

0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 0 0 1
0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 9 0 4

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J GPlatt &Hill

PLATT &HILL Belgrave Mill
Fi t ton Hi l l Road

O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z
i 24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE

!Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S !

Tel: 0161 621 4400 !Fax: 0161 621 4408

/41

mg^uto
9ardr
holid

'̂ orid
e n i n g ■

the daily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

ays
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“...and that’s agreat ball
played out wide to the

wing...”

▶ o

T h e T E A M
A t G E O R G E H I L L

rd-̂ ^ it's never aTRYING
experience. We

have all the products
you need to get the

right RESULT every time
Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

r t h e G r e a t b a l l

w w w . m i t r e . c o m

I>

7/IA a u t h o r i t y . . .
Official Supplier of

Match and Training Balls to;
The Rugby League,

Great Britain Rugby League
Super League

T h e

'JJSi
[  T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
^— Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB

T e h O i e i 6 2 7 2 0 2 0 F a x : 0 l 6 l 6 3 3 2 2 5 0

E - m a i l : s a l e s @ g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k w w w. g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k

We ’ re ready to be
of serv ice to you. . .
. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e ,
A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :

C a l l :
W i FmiTnTK i a ic p t 0 1 7 0 6

7 1 2 3 2 1
1

IRISMCOACJ
w w w . e l l e n s m i t h . c o . u k

«
W R I G L E Y

C L A Y D O N
S O L I C I T O R S s i n c e 1 7 9 5

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S t r e e t O l d h a m O L I 1 H H

D X 2 3 6 0 7 O l d h a m E M A I L @ w r i g l e y c l a y d o n . c o m W E B S I T E W W W . w r i g i e y c i a y d o n . c o m

Fax 0161 624 3743 Tel 0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1

A R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M A Q U A U T T i E R V I C E
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Too MANY TEAMS IN SYONEY,
THEY YELL. LET’S KILL AFEW!

... by Robert Cate

LOTS OF people in rugby league think that Ido
not have agood word for Rupert Murdoch. That
is not true. In fact ihave several good words for
him. They are just not printable in afamily
publication like the Oldham programme.

It is asafe bet that many people involved
with both today’s competing clubs, Oldham and
Souths, have apretty good idea of what those
unprintable words are. They will share my
anger, for Oldham and Souths are two of the
most grievously harmed victims of Murdoch’s
annexation of the game. Both were sacrificed on
the altar of News Limited’s vision of holy Super
League. Oldham’s plight as aresult of the Super
League war will be only too familiar to home
fans. Death and resurrect ion in the paral le l
universe of the NFP about sums it ail up.

A t l e a s t O l d h a m w a s r e s u r r e c t e d a n d

aspires to regain former glories. It will, however,
be hard to do so in today’s greed-ridden, self-
serving rugby league environment where only
those with their noses deep in the Super League
trough and lawyers guarding their backs can
hope to thrive.

South Sydney, Australia’s most famous and
historically most successful rugby league club,
h a s b e e n e v e n h a r d e r w h a c k e d t h a n t h e
Roughyeds. Their experiences in the Australian
courts, following on from those of the ARL a
couple of seasons ago, have confirmed what

some of us have long
s u s p e c t e d - t h a t t h e
legal process does not
a l w a y s e q u a t e t o
j u s t i c e . T h e r e c e n t
refusal of the courts to
a l l o w S o u t h s t o b e
r e a d m i t t e d t o t h e N R L

Premiership may well
be one of the last acts
of the Super League
war, the moment when
the j ackboo t s tamps
on the v ic t im’s head.

Personally, Ihope and pray that Souths live
to fight another day, that George Piggins leads
the Rabb i tohs back to the fo re f ron t o f Aus t ra l ian
rugby league and that miraculously some of the
values of sport as we knew them resurface in
the 21st century.

Ihave apersonal and long-standing

interest in what happens to Souths. Although my
prime loyalty in rugby league has always been
toward my native Flalifax, followed by perennial
underdogs Doncaster, Souths are my Australian
t e a m . T h i s e m a n a t e s f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t f o r t h e
last two decades Ihave been inundated, and I
do not use that term lightly, with Souths material
from Michael Waring, former Secretary of the
I n t e r n a t i o n a l R u g b y L e a g u e S u p p o r t e r s
Federation and l i felong Rabbitohs obsessive.
R e a d e r s w i l l n o t i c e a n a r t i c l e b y M i c h a e l
elsewhere in this programme.

My house is full of Souths stuff. Admittedly
my wife, aPhilistine of the first order when it
comes to rugby league, would be far happier if it
we re no t . The l o f t i s bu lg i ng w i t h Sou ths
ephemera in part icular and Austral ian rugby
leagueania in general and i t a l l came from
Michael Waring. Not only do Iblame Michael for
the parlous state of our floorboards but for the
depression which sometimes afflicts me when I
consider the state of rugby league in modern
t i m e s . I t i s h i s f a u l t t h a t I k n o w s o m u c h a b o u t

what went off in Australia over the last five years
or so, hardly any of which, shamefully, seems to
have appeared in our own press.

Through my letter-box have flowed torrents
of Murdoch papers and anti-Murdoch papers,
v i d e o s o f R u p e r t e x p o s i n g h i s c o m p l e t e
igno rance o f t he game i n Pano rama s t y l e
interviews, court reports and gossip columns -
the whole shebang and abit more. The absolute
wretchedness of the Super League war has
constantly been dropping through my front door.
It is apparent that what we have suffered in
England is merely the fall-out from Australia.
Imagine what it has meant to fans of clubs like
S o u t h s . T h e p o w e r - b r o k e r s h a v e t r i e d t o
i n s t i t u t i o n a l l y a n d j u d i c i a l l y m u r d e r t h e
R a b b i t o h s . O f c o u r s e , t h e y d r e s s i t u p
differently, they call it rationalisation. Too many
teams in Sydney, they yell. Let’s kill afew.

I f t h e y d o fi n a l l y k i l l S o u t h S y d n e y
Rabbitohs, they will have done away with more
than just arugby league club. For many they will
h a v e o b l i t e r a t e d t h e g a m e ’ s s o u l , t h e
encapsulation of the game’s history and spirit.
Let’s hope for the game’s sake that George
Piggins can lead Souths to one more victory if
and when Souths appeal against the recent
dea th sen tence comes to cou r t .

1
*

George Piggins
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I n
T o w y n

South Sydney
Today

THE OLDHAM club is pleased and proud today
to welcome to Boundary park our visitors from
Australia, South Sydney District Rugby Football
League ‘A Grade Ambassador Tour.

As you wi l l be aware South
S y d n e y R a b b i t o h s , t h e m o s t
successfu l c lub in the h is tory of

, A u s t r a l i a n R u g b y L e a g u e , w e r e
sxpe l l ed f rom the N .R .L . on i t s
r e d u c t i o n f r o m 2 0 t e a m s t o 1 4 . F o r

m a t c h B r i t i s h t o u r a t O l d h a m . I f
eve r ac lub knew a l l abou t t he t r i a l s

and tribulations of going out of
b u s i n e s s t h e n i t i s O l d h a m .

Fortunately we have witnessed the
emergence and rev iva l o f anew,
invigorated Roughyeds: let us hope
that justice can prevail 10,000 miles
away and that one day our friends

from South Sydney can once again take their
rightful place in Australia’s premier competition.

Ce r ta i n l y, t he reac t i on o f a
number of leading figures supports
South Sydney’s cause. Ex-state of
O r i g i n c o a c h P h i l G o u l d s a i d :
“ R e m o v i n g S o u t h S y d n e y f r o m
R u g b y L e a g u e i s l i k e s o m e o n e
knocking down the Sydney Town jonn Hurst
Hall to put up ahamburger joint”. “I Trainer

f e e l

embarrassed that this can happen
in the sport to which Ihave devoted
the whole of my adult life”. Similarly,
former Balmain and Souths coach,

Jnow radio broadcaster, Alan Jones
said: “If Souths lost on Friday, as

M i c k F i s h e r
B o a r d o f
D i r e c t o r s

the past year the club has fought for
reinstatement through the courts,
bu t in a judgement handed down
just afortnight ago lost their case.

Club President George Piggins has
vowed to fight on and hopes to
organise aral ly of up to 100,000
fans to back South Sydney’s case.
Of course, in the meant ime, the
c l u b h a s l o s t t h e s e r v i c e s o f i t s

brightest stars to other N.R.L. clubs, spyrospyrou
not being in aposition TourManager
to honour N.R.L. sty le contracts.
Nevertheless the team you will see
today carry ing the South Sydney
colours includes anumber of quality
players. In particular watch out for
centre Craig Carrington and stand¬
o f f B e n D e c k e r w h o

Henry Morris
C h a i r m a n &
P r e s i d e n t o f t h e

League

e m b a r r a s s e d . a m

R o d G o r m a n

Chief Executive they surely did, then make noOfficer ^ ’m i s t a k e t h e b i g g e s t
loser was the game itself. And any
sensible administrator, seeing the
p a s s i o n , c o m m i t m e n t a n d f a i t h
exh ib i t ed by Sou ths ’ suppo r te r s
A u s t r a l i a - w i d e w o u l d h a r n e s s ,
rather than reject it. Indeed Souths,
i n t h e y e a r 2 0 0 0 , s e e m e d t o C o a c h

e x e m p l i f y
q u a l i t i e s o f e x u b e r a n c e a n d
passion, of loyalty and faith, that the
game of Rugby League now lacks”.
“ T h i s i s n o t D - D a y f o r S o u t h
Sydney. This is D-Day for Rugby
League .You can’t build history by
destroying history.”

Iwonder if anyone is listening
in the corridors of power in both Australia and
B r i t a i n ?

K e i t h M c C r a w

Coaching &
Dev lopment
M a n a g e r h a v e p l a y e d A . R . L .

First Grade for Souths;
Darren Taaffe an experienced and
w i l y p l a y m a k e r ; a n d f r e s h f r o m
represent ing the Cook Is lands in
t h e 2 0 0 0 W o r l d C u p , r u n n i n g
s e c o n d - r o w f o r w a r d Te r e G l a s s i e .

Darryl Neville

a l l t h eGus King
We hope you will welcome our TeamManager
visitors for what promises to be an

enthralling contest with true Oldham
hospitality. At the same time we are
honoured to have as our guests
today the Australian World Cup
Squad who are here to support their
compatriots.

It is, of course, fitting that a
c l ub rep resen t i ng Sou th Sydney

Lea'^ue^District R.L. should open their four

\ ■

P a u l J u d d
A s s i s t
C o a c h / T r a i n e r

R o n H a r d e r

G e o f f C o o k e
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I n
T o w n Today

Player Pen Pics
No. 1Wayne McGrath

Full Back, Age 28
Representative Hons.

SS Jersey Flegg,
N S W R L 1 s t D i v

(South Sydney)

N o . 2 To r e G l a s s i e
Secmd aow/WIng Age, 23

Representative Hons.
SS Harold Matthews Cup, SS SG
Ball, SS Jersey Flegg, World Cup
2000 (Cook Islands), ARLlst

Grade, NSWRL First Div (S.Sydney)

No. 3Michael Lyons
Centre, J^e 34

Representat ive Hons.
Aus &NSW Indiginous Team

1994, NSW 1st Div, S. Sydney
Juniors Combined AGrade Rep

Team 1996/7/8/9/2000

N o . 6 B e n D e c k e r
stand Off, Age 23

Representative Hons.
SS Haroid Matthews Cup, SS SG Bali,

SS Jersey Fiegg. ARLlst Grade
(South Sydney), NSWRL First Div

(South Sydney)

No. 5Lindsay Munro
Wing, Age 24

Representative Hons.
NSW indiginous Team 1997/98/99.
S. Sydney 2000, La Perouse United

Undeated Premiers 2000,Souths
Juniors Combined AGrade 2000

No. 4Craig Carrington
Centre, Age 25

Representative Hons.
ARL 1st Grade (South

Sydney/Balmain Tigers)
\ / I

N o . 7 B r a d Ta a f f e

Half Back (Captain), Age 24
Representative Hons.
South Sydney Jersey

Flegg, NSWRL 1st Div
(South Sydney)

N o . 8 C l i n t C o o k e

Front Row, Age 23
Representative Hons.
South Sydney Jersey

Flegg, NSWRL Ut Div
(South Sydney)

No. 9Josh Annesley
Hooker, Age 21

Representative Hons.
South Sydney Jersey

Flegg, NSWRL 1st Div
(South Sydney)

No . 12 Damien Pa rsons
Second Row, Age 22
Representative Hons.

SSSG Ball, SS Jersey
Hegg,NSWRL Presidents Cup, SS
(Jack Gibson Squad) 2000, Souths
Juniors Combined AGrade 2000

No. 10 Ryan Maddern
Front Row. Age 25
Representative Hons.

NSWRL 1st Div, South Sydney
Juniors Combined AGrade

Representative Team 2000

N o . 11 M a t t h e w R o o k e

Second Row, Age 21
Representative Hons.
Australian Indiginous

U n d e r 2 0 s 1 9 9 8

! x

l i d $

- M

7 ^N o . 1 3 R o b e r t S i m m s

Lock Forward, Age 23
Representative Hons.

SS Harold Matthews Cup, SSSG
Ball, SS Jersey Flegg, NSWRL

First Div (South Sydney)

N o . 1 4 J u s t i n G a l e

Front Row, Age 25
Representative Hons.

SS Harold Matthews Cup. SS SG Ball.
SS Jersey negg, NSWRL Presidents

Cup (South Sydney)

N o . 1 5 N a t h a n I s l e s

Second Row, Age 22
Representative Hons.

SS (Jack Gibson Squad) 2000, La Perouse
United Undefeated Premiers 2000, Souths

Juniors Combined AGrade 2000

✓

✓

N o . 1 6 S t e v e D r i s c o l l

Second Row, Age 23
Representative Hons.

SS Harold Matthews Cup, SSSG
Ball, SS Jersey Flegg, NSWRL

First Div (South Sydney)

N o . 1 7 D a r r e n Ta a f f e

Stand Off, Age 29
Representative Hons.

SS Harold Matthews Cup, SSSG
Ball, SS Jersey Flegg, NSWRL First
Div (S, Sydney) NSWCRL 1st Grade

No. 18 Todd Foley
Hooker, Age 29

Representative Hons.
South Sydney Juniors Combined
AGrade Representative Team

1997/8/9/20000

f

JV

i S i

N o . 2 0 C o l i n H a n s l o w

Second Bow/Lock Forttard Age 24
Representative Hons.

SS pack Sim Stiaail 2000, La Pemae
United Undefeated Premiers 2000, Souths

Mors Combined AGrade 2000

No. 19 Greg Kennedy
Utility, Age 21

Representative Hons.
SS Jersey Regg, NSWRL

1st Div (S. Sydney)

No. 21 Joel Greig
Second Row, Age 21

Representative Hons.
Sydney Cfty Jersey Regg/President Cup
SS (Jack Gibson Squad) 2000, Souths

Juniors Combined AGrade 2000

I

f

r \N o . 2 2 A d a m H o w a r d

Front Row, 25
Representative Hons.

Sydney City Met Cup Team, S.
Sydney Juniors Combined AGrade

Representative Team 2000

Darryl Neville P a u l J u d d

Assistant Coach/TrainerCoach
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. . . w i t h B r i a n W a l k e r

front of 12,631 spectators the Bears succumbed
meekly to a10 try (54-16) pistol whipping. To
s o u r m a t t e r s f u r t h e r P a u l D a v i d s o n w a s n o w t o

miss the forthcoming Adelaide game after
receiving a3match ban for biting Cowboy’s half
back Ian Dunemann.

At the after match press conference
Cowboy’s coach Tim Sheens quoted “World Club
Championship! all this match did was to truly
highlight the world of difference between
Australian and European club sides!’’, only to the
amazement of the Australian press for Bob
Lindner to retort “The teams are not that far apart,
honest!, and Iexpect the game in England to be
much c lose r ! ’ ’ .

Oldham did play much better on the Adelaide
Oval though still going down 42-14, but with
Adelaide coach Rod Reddy admitting “They came
at us hard and we had to defend as well as at any
time this season. In the end goal kicking too made
abig difference”.

There was again asizeable Oldham
contingent amongst the 14,000 crowd, with
Aussie and ex-Oldham loose forward John Cogger
making the trip to support the Bears all the way
from Sydney (a distance no less than from
Manchester to Milan!).

Paul Davidson was to again make the
headlines for all the wrong reasons, receiving a4
month suspended prison sentence for his part in
an Adelaide bar room brawl.

Oldham headed home to be followed by a
forlorn Davidson both with more than apoint or
two to prove.

The Bears were to lose all three of their Super
League fixtures sandwiched between the first and
second half of the World Club Championships,
probably costing them Super League status, and it
would have been understandable if morale was
not as high as it might have been for the return
Cowboys fixture.

Luke Goodwin was to get only his second
start of the season at stand off, Jimmy Cowans
was asurprise call up at centre and Aborigine
veteran Ian Russell made his debut against his
fellow countrymen at loose forward. But it was
that man Davidson who was to boss the show.

V i l l a i n t o h e r o P a u l D a v i d s o n w a s t h e b e s t

forward on view scoring two of the Bears’ three
tries. Other than that i t was an al l Austral ian show

with Goldspink scoring the third try and Goodwin
kicking four goals in afamous 20-16 victory.

THE REVENGE OF SOIVIE
POM POM GIRLS’

SOUTH SYDNEY was not on Oldhams Australian
itinerary in June of 1997 though Townsville, North
Queensland and Adelaide, South Australia very
m u c h w e r e . I t w a s t h e ‘ fi r s t h a l f o f t h e i l l - f a t e d

Super League Visa World Club Challenge.

SiRMnB: wnwn it
l U M i m t t t u i m r i

K t m fi a
R B u m n i Ts m a : i n
K U U R I T B B I t m

l a n i

RECCIE CRESSBROOK |4 1PAULftTCHESON
LUKE PHILLIPS 28 2 b o b M Y L E R
MARK SHIPWAY 20 TTTIM 3VINCE FAWCEH
SCOTT MAHON 22 HSUIDH 4HOWARD Hia

fUUBMK

SHANE VINCENT 41 5 A L F E I L E U l U
IAN DUNEMANN 23 B F R A N C I S M A L O N E Y

ANDREW DUNEMANN B
KYLE WARREN 1

OWEN CUNNINGHAM 13
PETER jONES 21

<10 MARTIN LOCKEAANROBEim(C) 31
STEVE WALTERS 43
JOHNNY LOMAX 8 8 >AN GILDAR

7MARTIN CROMPTON
13 LUKE GOODWIN
12 MAHMUNRO
11 PAUL DAVIDSON
IP BRETT GOLDSPINK
3DAVID STEPHENSONHOBHIB

INTERCHANGE

GLEN MURPHY 27
JOHN DOYLE 24
BERTTABUAI 30 POINTS
RAY MERCY 34 START

COACH TIM SHEENS

14 GARY LORD
IS jOEFAlMALO
IB JOHN CLARK
17 PAUL TOPPING

O L D H A M COACH

! O n e t o b e o t n i t l t d

The Oldham team had already spent aweek
‘acclimatising’ in the North Queensland holiday
spot Cairns, before being joined by asurprising
number of Oldham supporters, who soon
knuck led down to some ser ious acc l ima t i sa t ion o f
their own in the bar of the towns ‘Club Crocodile’.

Preceding Oldham’s gunfight with the
Cowboys expectations were questioned when
news filtered through of the woeful performance
the previous week of some of the high profile
British clubs, but again refuelled when the
Queensland newspapers carried the infuriating
Pom Pom Girls advert. The Cowboys had just
thrashed Leeds and, really, Pom Pom Girls was
more aslight on the Rhinos than the Bears.

Bob Lindner, not one to miss an opportunity,
used the advert to fire the Bears but the promised
gunfight never materialised, and as far as the
Oldham players were concerned, turned out to be
no more than saddlebags at fifty paces. Thus in

14



L i n d n e r ’ s a f t e r m a t c h c o m m e n t s

in Townsville had been vindicated, and
the revenge of The Pom Pom Girls was
sweet although the disappointment of
only a2,961 attendance was abitter
pill to swallow.

F o r t h e r e c o r d O l d h a m l o s t t h e i r

r e t u r n fi x t u r e w i t h A d e l a i d e 1 8 - 2 i n

front of just 3,513 spectators. There
were 60 group matches providing
northern vsouthern hemisphere
opposition. 52 of those were won by
the southern hemisphere sides, with
Wigan (twice) Leeds, Salford, London,
Paris, Sheffield and Oldham victorious
for the north. Not that it matters, but
Brisbane Broncos won the competitionFormer Barrow, Huddersfield and St Annes forward Butch Murray now

resident in Australia joins Dave Whitehead, John Cogger and myself at beating Flunter Mariners in the final.
T h e A d e l a i d e O v a l .

S i f

NOiTlH @LUif
T.AClK i i i iOMi

P o m P o m G i r l s !9

L O L O H A M B E A R S

IT’S ROUND TWO of the Visa World Club Challenge

and No r t h Queens land a re keen t o g i ve some more Poms

ahiding. This Saturday night, Oldham will be doing their

level best to prove they’i
up your passport to the World Club Challenge, and

for a7.30pm kick off.

not abunch of gprls. So pick

get down to Stockland Stadii

JUNE 7 ' NORTH QUEENSLAND vs LEEDS. JUNE 14- NORTH QUEENSLAND vs OLDHAM. JUNE 21 -NORTH QUEENSLAND vs SALFORD.
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By George the Souths
h a v e d o n e i t ..by Michael Waring

‘Michael Waring lives in Marsfield, NSW and
besides being atrue Souths fan he was
also secretary of the International Rugby
League Supporters Federat ion. He was
invited to provide afans view of the rugby
scene in South Sydney and this art icie was
w r i t t e n b e f o r e t h e v e r d i c t o f t h e c o u r t c a s e
b e t w e e n t h e N R L a n d S o u t h s w a s k n o w n . ’

League sa id they
d i d n ' t fi t t h e c r i t e r i a

(what
honesty, toil, support
of community!)The
t e a r s t h a t fl o w e d

from South Sydney
Leagues club on that
day flowed out onto
a d j a c e n t R e d f e r n
Oval, and suddenly a
shrine of modern day
sport was changed.
The days that Iwent

w a t c h
R a b b i t o h s a t h o m e
on Sunday would often see junior jerseys such
as Coogee Wombats, Alexandria Rovers or
Mascot running around the green hills of the
oval playing touch footy while Norm Nilson
would announce the changes for the main 1st
grade team. But as soon as that Rabbit mascot
ran on the field you saw Clive Churchill, John
Sattler or Eric Simms suddenly emerge like a
golden knight, and everything good about life
was on cloud nine, and opposing supporters
knew that not only were their team in for a
game but that their fans were in for curry when
they entered those Redfern gates.

The most indelible impression left on me
as asupporter of Rugby League was the
tribalism that was evident on match day and
again when Rabbitoh supporters were called to
march from home to City of Sydney in October
1999. We’ve seen unionisfs and ticker tape
parades for other sporting teams but when
league fans really wanted to say something
about what they believed in (honesty and
integrity), it was said or seen on that dayl

Little has been said in the past about
junior football in South Sydney district, but
everyone always said that the best players
came from Souths Juniors and they were the
needle in the knitting yarn of the game. You
knew that Souths junior representative teams
were as tough as that 1st grade squad and that
o n e o f t h e m w a s e v e n n a m e d a f t e r a S o u t h s
s t a l w a r t S G B a l l .

As this last week before Souths possible
final judgement is to unfold, it is befitting that
hal f of the former Auckland Warr iors squad
pledged that they would join Rabbits if they
were to be re-admitted to NRL in 2001, and if
they do win, long l ive SouthsI Up the
R a b b i t o h s I

c r i t e r i a l

^ . i
! ■ <

AS WE enter the 21st Century Australia faces
all kind of new challenges in its approach to its
nationhood, and 2001 will see the Centenary of
Federation upon which Australia built its roots
i n t h e m o d e r n I n d u s t r i a l W o r l d a n d t h e

springing forward of new sporting games which
will indelibly be built into Australian and cultural
folklore. However, the encroachment of outside
influences and the growing up of this wide land
is threatening to wind Australia back into its
past, but this time to be engulfed by aworld
that is seeking new challenges. For over 100
years the inner Sydney suburb of Redfern has
been home of atribal sporting culture known
as Rabbitoh fans. In 1987 the viability of
subjecting modern Rugby League to market
forces meant giving away this home and
entering stadiums that lacked family and
cultural atmospherel So, it was time for these
Rabbitoh fans to walk their beanies and flags
to aplush new mansion, one that befits a
winner tag in these times: go Broncos!

To any league fan that knows Sydney RL
culture South Sydney are the core that bound
the game for over the whole of 20th century
living! If the Rabbits were in the Grand Final
everyone that was afriend of yours also
supported them, because, win or lose, you
knew that honesty and integrity, aword that I

have been hearing a
lot of lately but so little
d e l i v e r e d , w o u l d b e
t h e e s s e n c e t o

attracting legends of
life and sport to this
c l u b . W h e n N e i l
W h i t t a k e r
George Riggins on
t h a t f a t e f u l O c t o b e r

day in 1999 to say
t h a t a c l u b b u i l t o n

such loyal honesty
and greatness was to
b e n o m o r e b e c a u s e

the National Rugby

Vi

the George Pigginst o

r a n g

E r i c S i m m s f o r m e r
A u s t r a l i a n I n t e r n a t i o n a l
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Back Row (L to R): Shayne McMenemy, Joint Clubman of the Year, Lee Doran, Alliance Player of the Year. Kevin Fitzpatrick, The
Roughyeds Times Ailiance Player of the Year. Chris Naylor, Joint Clubman of the Year. Jason Clegg, Junior Roughyeds Player of the Year.

Kneeling: John Hough, CMC Ford Player of the Year, The Elite Club Player of the Year, The Roughyeds Times Player of the Year.
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Craig Coleman Mark Carro l and Sean Gar l ick

Bob McCarthy

A n d r e w D u n n e m a n Ju l i an O 'Ne i l J u s t i n L o o m a n s
R o n C o o t e





Never say die
...by Andrew Denton

WHAT is it about Souths? Why does the
red and green inspire so much passion?
I’ve supported the Rabbitohs for more than
30 years but it’s only recently I’ve begun to
u n d e r s t a n d .

Whatever happens, being part of the
struggle for the Rabbitohs’ survival has
shown me, finally, why it is that Souths
attract so much passion. We’ve always
been abit rough around the edges as a
c lub . “S ty l i sh ” i s no t aword o f ten
a s s o c i a t e d w i t h S o u t h s . I t h i n k t h e r e a r e
many in the NRL who genuinely hold us in
contempt for that: we don’t fit their image of
what the modern footba l l “ f ranch ise” should

11*
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X
b e .

But they are missing the point. Souths
is about something far more rare; aquality
a t h o u s a n d P R h a c k s a n d m a r k e t i n g
managers couldn’t possibly hope to create:
Spirit.

L
Darling Harbour fundraiser that followed.
And the Redfern Oval touch footy match
a n d c o n c e r t .It’s an over-used term in sport, but in

S o u t h s ’ c a s e i t ’ s o f fi c i a l . I n t h e O x f o r d At each of these events the dignity and
determination of Souths supporters was
remarkab le and a f fec ted many peop le
beyond Rugby League. We are certainly
not af ranchise and we are much more than
just aclub. Souths is acommunity. Whether
the team survives or not, Iwill always be a
Souths’ supporter and proud to say so.

Should justice and the law prove to be
the same thing, it will be afamous victory.
A n d w h e n t h e R a b b i t o h s t a k e t h e fi e l d
again in 2001, living proof that true spirit
can neither be bought nor broken, it will
genuinely be agreat day for Australian
sport.

Companion to Australian Sport, on page
324, under the entry marked “Souths’
Spirit”, you’ll find the story of Souths’ 1955
Grand Final victory -achieved after losing
seven of their first 10 games, meaning they
had to w in 11 games s t ra igh t fo r the
premiership. The entry concludes: “Behind
11 - 7 , w i t h s i x m i n u t e s l e f t , S o u t h s ’
unyielding spirit helped them score a
converted try to win 12-11, thus achieving
the apparently impossible for aremarkable
premiership victory.”

It’s that “unyielding spirit” that makes
Souths special. You don’t find it very often,
but it ’s capable of making the ordinary,
extraordinary.

A n d , i n a w o r l d w h i c h i s b e i n g
increasingly made to look the same by
b r a n d n a m e s , l o g o s a n d m e g a ¬
corporations, something out-of-the-ordinary
is something to be treasured.

Souths’ spir i t has created many
legends on the field, but it was also in
evidence in the streets of Sydney last
October when 40,000 fans attended the
“Reclaim the Game” Rally. And again at the

It will also be the day that the Souths’
jersey should change. Only asmall change
but one that says it all. The red and green
would stay, or course, and the famous
r a b b i t w o u l d r e m a i n u n t o u c h e d . B u t
underneath it, never to be removed, would
be the creed that has always set Souths
apart. Three simple words: “Never Say
D i e ” .

E d i t e d f r o m A n d r e w ’ s f o r e w o r d o f t h e
2000 edition of Pride Of The League
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S o u t h S y d n e y
R e c o r d B r e a k e r s

THIS afternoon's visitors to Boundary Park are
a team represent ing the South Sydney
leagues, the district from which the famous
South Sydney club have drawn the majority of
their players.

South Sydney were founder members of
the Sydney Premiership in 1908, undeniably
the strongest championship in Australia and
f o r e r u n n e r o f w h a t i s n o w A u s t r a l i a ’ s n a t i o n a l

competition and the toughest competition in
World rugby league, the NRL, the National
Rugby League. South Sydney are, quite
simply, the most successful outfit by far in the
history of Australian domestic competition.
T h e y h a v e b e e n c r o w n e d P r e m i e r s ,
Champ ions to us Pommies , no fewer t han
twenty times and were particularly dominant
during the 1920s, the early 1950s and again in
the late 1960s and early 1970s. Throughout
their history Souths have been producing
players who have gone on to represent
Australia. In fact, 61 South Sydney players
have won Kangaroo honours with five of those
representatives skippering the national side.

The first South Sydney player to skipper
Australia was Ash Hennessy, in whose house
the initial meeting took place which led to the
formation of this great club. He was also
South’s first captain and coach who, despite
the fact that he was atough front-row forward,
drilled into his team the policy of ’no kicks’,
thus establishing South’s fine reputation for
playing open, attractive rugby. Although this
style of play was preached by Hennessy, it was
reported that when he first recieved arugby
league rule book in 1907, he was less than
impressed, claiming that ‘it was agame for
r a c e h o r s e s ’ . H e s h o u l d s e e i t n o w l l I n t h o s e

early years Souths recorded their biggest ever
victory, a67-0 thrashing of Western Suburbs in
July 1910. It was anational record which stood
for 25 years and even now, 90 years later, it
has only been bettered three times.

Acouple of years la ter Souths recru i ted
arguably the greatest attacking winger of all
time when Harold Horder was signed from the
South Sydney junior league. Horder played 86
m a t c h e s f o r S o u t h s a n d s c o r e d 1 0 2 t r i e s . H e
s t i l l h o l d s t h e c l u b r e c o r d f o r t r i e s i n a m a t c h
with five in a32-17 victory over North Sydney in
June 1917. The following month he scored

another five against North Sydney who were
b e a t e n 3 1 - 8 o n t h a t s e c o n d o c c a s i o n .

South Sydney’s record t ry scorer,
however, is Benny Wearing who crossed for
1 4 4 t o u c h d o w n s b e t w e e n 1 9 2 1 a n d 1 9 3 3 . H e

was an outstanding winger who won seven
Premiership titles with Souths but, remarkably,
he made only one test appearance. That test
appearance came in 1928 when he scored two
tries and three goals for the Kangaroos when
they beat Great Britain 21 -14, their only victory
in that test series. Despite scoring those 12
points, and his continued success at club level.
Wearing never played for Australia again.

C l i v e C h u r c h i l l

Another prolific point scorer for South
Sydney was Johnny Graves, signed from
Maitland and scorer of over 550 points
between 1947 and 1952. In July 1949 he
equalled Harold Horder’s record of five tries in
a m a t c h w h e n E a s t e r n S u b u r b s w e r e b e a t e n
4 8 - 6 a t R e d f e r n O v a l a n d i n 1 9 5 1 h e b e c a m e
the only player to score four tries in an
Australian Grand Final. Souths beat Manly 42-
14 in that final. The following year Graves
established the South Sydney record for points
i n a m a t c h w h e n h e s c o r e d 2 9 f r o m t h r e e t r i e s

and 10 goals as Eastern Suburbs were
hammered 50-0. Many knowledgeable judges
of our game regard Clive Churchill as the
greatest player in the history of rugby league.
He certainly was the greatest player of his era.
Full-back Churchill played for Souths, his only
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place in World Cup history but endeared him to
S o u t h s f a n s w h o s t i l l r e c a l l h i s h e r o i c s i n t h a t
fi n a l .

c l u b , b e t w e e n 1 9 4 7 a n d 1 9 5 8 . H e a l s o
appeared in 34 test matches and was
Kangaroo skipper between 1950 and 1954,
leading Australia in the inaugral World Cup
competition. An indication of the esteem in
which he is held down under is shown by the
naming of the ‘Clive Churchill Stand’ at Sydney
Cricket Ground and also by the awarding of the
‘Clive Churchill Medal’ to the player adjudged
t o b e m a n - o f - t h e - m a t c h a t e a c h A u s t r a l i a n
G r a n d F i n a l .

W h e n S o u t h

S y d n e y w o n t h e
Grand Final in 1954,
winger Les Brennan
f a i l e d t o s c o r e b u t

h e h a d a l r e a d y
t o u c h e d d o w n 2 9
t i m e s t h a t s e a s o n ,
t h e r e c o r d n u m b e r
o f t r i e s f o r a S o u t h

Sydney p layer in
a n y o n e s e a s o n .
F u l l - b a c k
S i m m s w a s t h e n e x t
r e c o r d b r e a k e r f o r

Sou th Sydney. A
local player. Souths
were h i s on l y c l ub

a n d b e t w e e n 1 9 6 5 a n d 1 9 7 5 h e s c o r e d a

record 1,841 points for the Rabbitohs, mainly
from goal kicks. In April 1969 he landed 11
goals in the 43-4 defeat of Cronulla and three
months later he landed another eleven, five of
them dropped goals, in a40-18 away victory
o v e r P e n r i t h .

Bob McCarthy
E r i c

B e t w e e n 1 9 6 3 a n d 1 9 7 8 s e c o n d - r o w

forward Bob McCarthy played in arecord 211
matches for South Sydney, aremarkable total
considering that for two years, 1976 and 1977,
he left the club and was playing for Canterbury.
He was also the fifth, and possibly the last.
South Sydney player to skipper Australia. He
played in the 1970 and 1972 World Cup
competitions and toured Europe with the
Kangaroos in 1973 and New Zealand in 1969
a n d 1 9 7 1 .

In recent seasons South Sydney have
experienced alean spell. Their worst ever
season came in 1996 when they won only five
Premiership matches, ended the season next
t o b o t t o m a n d s u f f e r e d t h e i r h e a v i e s t e v e r

defeat when Sydney City hammered them 62-
0. In October 1999 they were voted out of the
competition in dramatic circumstances. They
were not in debt. They were founder members
of the competition. They were, and still are, the
most successful club in the competition’s
history. It was adreadful decision. Earlier this
month they lost the court case brought to
o v e r t u r n t h a t d e c i s i o n .

It is difficult to envisage just where this
famous old club will go from here. The Redfern
district, home of South Sydney for the past 92
years, is ahotbed of rugby league in acity
where the game thrives. Several of the players
you will see this afternoon are expected to go
on and play the game at the highest level but
there now must be grave doubts about the
future of South Sydney, Australia’s most
successful club. They have been sold down the
river.

E r i c S i m m s

S i m m s w a s a
m e m b e r o f t h e A u s t r a l i a n
t e a m w h i c h w o n t h e

World Cup in 1970, a
s q u a d w h i c h w a s
sk ippered by Souths
l o o s e - f o r w a r d R o n
C o o t e . A n o t h e r l o c a l
junior, Coote played first
g r a d e f o r S o u t h s
b e t w e e n 1 9 6 4 a n d 1 9 7 1

before moving on to
E a s t e r n S u b u r b s .

Coote’s leadership of
A u s t r a l i a i n 1 9 7 0 c a m e

about because of the injury suffered by another
prominent South Sydney forward, John Saltier.
Adistinguished leader, he skippered Souths to
four Grand Final victories as well as captaining
A u s t r a l i a o n t h e i r t o u r t o N e w Z e a l a n d i n 1 9 6 9

and against the 1970 British Lions. In the 1970
Grand Final against Manly Sattler suffered a
fractured jaw in the opening minutes but played
on to ensure aSouths victory. It cost him his

R o n C o o t e
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A m a t e u r A l b u m
.WITH Don Yates

THERE is atheory within our game that
everything Australian is better than the
British produot. It was refreshing, therefore,
to hear earlier this year of aBritish coaoh
reversing the trend and registering aGrand
Final success down under in Australia. Even
more heartening was the fact that the coach
was aproduc t o f the O ldham Amateur
Rugby League.

Back-row forward Roy Jewitt began his
career with Waterhead, enjoying success at
local amateur level during the early 1990s
w h e n h e w a s l o o s e - f o r w a r d i n t h e
Waterhead side which appeared in the
Standard Cup Finals of 1992 and 1993. In
b o t h t h o s e fi n a l s J e w i t t w a s a w a r d e d t h e
Ben Powell Trophy for his outstanding
p e r f o r m a n c e s d e s p i t e t h e f a c t t h a t
Waterhead were beaten on both occas ions.
Jewitt described those finals as the highlight
o f h i s Wa te rhead ca ree r. ‘A t t he t ime the
Standard Cup was the big prize in local
rugby and to win the Ben Powell Trophy was
agreat honour.’, he said.

seven tries. He recalls acup-tie against the
great Widnes team of that era and also atrip
to Watersheddings when, although Bramley
w e r e h e a v i l y d e f e a t e d , J e w i t t w a s
nominated by the national press as being
the vis i tors’ best player. He spent the
summer of 1995 playing in Australia and
w h e n h e r e t u r n e d t o B r i t a i n h e l e a r n e d t h a t

Bradford Northern were interested in signing
him. Bramley, though, demanded a£50,000
transfer fee and after lengthy negotiations
t h e d e a l f e l l t h r o u g h . I t w a s a b i t t e r
disappointment for Jewitt who had eagerly
looked forward to playing under Brian Smith,
acoach who he regarded as one of the best
i n t he Wor l d . Fu r t he r d i sappo in tmen t
followed. He had aloan spell at Wigan as a
full time player but put on weight, did himself
no favours, and never looked like making
the first team squad. The last couple of
months o f tha t fi rs t summer season, 1996,
were spent on loan at Rochdale where even
six first team appearances could not mask
his disappointment.

Just when Jewitt’s career appeared to
be going nowhere, he received an offer from
A u s t r a l i a w h e r e , o b v i o u s l y , h e h a d
impressed during his stint there twelve
months previously. With nothing to lose, he
moved down under during the winter of
1996, set up home with Australian girlfriend
Lindie, obtained employment as ajoiner,
and eventually took on apiayercoaching
appointment with Yanko Wamoon in the
NSW Country competition. The standard of
play in that region is quite high by British
standards, certainly not far short of Northern
Ford Premiership standards, so the success
achieved by Jewitt is no mean achievement.
That success reached i ts pinnacle last
August when Yanko won the Group 20
district Grand Final. Their opponents in that
final, Yenda, were favouri tes to l i f t the t i t le
b u t Y a n k o w e r e m u c h t h e b e t t e r s i d e o n t h e

day and, led by Jewitt, they won 39-14 with
the player-coach grabbing one of the tries.
Said the modest Jewitt, ‘Full credit to my
boys, they played bri l l iantly. We had a
simple game plan, stuck to it, and it paid off.’
W h o s a i d B r i t i s h c o a c h e s c a n ’ t d o t h e
b u s i n e s s ?

i

Roy Jewitt

In May 1993 Jewitt turned professional
when he joined Bramley and, although life at
McLaren Field was no bed of roses, he
en joyed severa l memorab le occas ions
during the following four years during which
time he made 61 appearances and scored
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I iW O R L D C U P F I N A L IIMIXED DINNER i
ii ii IIiThe club are running atrip to

the World Cup Final on
Saturday 25th November.

1n The club have organised a
s e a s o n 2 0 0 0 - 0 1 c e l e b r a t i o n

C h r i s t m a s D i n n e r .

InI II ii iI i
i

ii iiCoach depart 11.00 am V e n u e :

Avant Hotel,
M a n c h e s t e r R o a d

O l d h a m

ii II III iP r i c e i n c l u d e s :

Award Winning Brunch Menu
at the Br i tann ia Hote l

+ba r f ac i l i t i e s .
Transfer to Old Tra f fo rd

Tickets to the game.
Return transport to Oldham

I I
I i
i iIi II O n : iI iI Thursday

1 4 t h D e c e m b e r

7pm for 7.30pm

iII iI iI
ii i

ii ni Guest Speaker;
B R O D I E F R Y

(Not to be missed)

i
i iiP r i c e

£ 3 0 . 0 0
iI II II iI Ii Price: £22 per ticket inc vat In iiWhy not join us for

agreat day out?
ii A l l W e l c o m e iI iI II

0

S a t u r d a y
Y a n k e e

AWAY M AT C H T R AV E L
LAW CUP ROCHDALE on 26th November, 2000 .

Coaches depart Black Horse 2.00pm
Depart Barlows, Unions Street West 2.15pm

F a r e £ 3 . 2 0 A d u l t
£ 2 . 0 0 C h i l d

Suppor t t he C lub and j o in
S a t u r d a y Ya n k e e .

For £1 per week you can win
£500 minimum.

L a s t r o l l o v e r w e n t t o £ 3 , 5 0 0 .
C u r r e n t r o l l o v e r i s £ 1 . 0 0 0 .❖ ❖ ❖

B A R R O W B . R . o n 3 r d D e c e m b e r, 2 0 0 0
Coaches depart Black Horse 11.30 am

Depart Barlows, Union Street West 11.45am
F a r e £ 8 . 5 0 A d u l t

£ 6 . 0 0 C h i l d

E L I T E C L U B
Join the E l i te C lub for £15 and

GET 13 MONTHS MEMBERSHIP.

D iscoun t on season t i cke ts ,
m e r c h a n d i s e a n d a w a y t r a v e l .
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. . . w i th S imon Winnard

Whilst Huddersfield propped up the league
for the th i rd consecut ive season wi thout the
fear of relegation, the present financial plight
of Wakefield gives some indication of the
real cost of top flight mid-table mediocrity,
namely around £3.5 million worth of debt.

T h e t h r e a t o f c l o s u r e f o r c e d t h e r e l e a s e

of all the clubs playing staff over the age of
24 and only Super League paying players
wages and alast minute creditors voluntary
agreement halted the impending winding up
of the club. What does surprise me is that
Wakefield didn't try and effect amerger with
one of their many near RL neighbours. After
all, this move would have been substantially
incentivised by Super League and ayear
later they could have simply backed out,
changed their name back and temporarily
kept the financial vultures at bay..and it
wouldn't even matter if they finished bottom
of the leaguel

The sustainability of the competition is
b e i n g b r o u g h t e v e r i n c r e a s i n g l y i n t o
question. The official crowd figures may be
on the increase, however, is the competition
viable outside the top six or seven clubs ?
What do clubs such as Warrington, Halifax
and Salford really have to play for ?More
importantly, what kind of message does this
give to prospective investors in our sport ?
As the game heads towards financial ruin we
see the s teady flow o f top RL Br i t i sh
coaching talent defect to Rugby Union and
ask the question, just how long before we
are forced into ahybrid game ?

T h i s s e a s o n w e w e l c o m e G a t e s h e a d

Thunder into the NFP family following their
exclusion from Super League. However,
rather than simply celebrating the fact that
they have acompetit ive club once again
playing professional rugby league, they are
already publ ic ly stat ing grand plans of
reaching Super League in the near future.
Quite frankly they are welcome to it. The
prospect of reaching the dizzy heights of
eighth or ninth in Super League whi lst
chancing financial ruin in an attempt to
compete with the big boys somehow doesn't
appeal to me.

AFTER Alengthy closed season, we are
finally back and anxiously looking forward to
anew Northern Ford Premiership campaign
with the Roughyeds. I f last season did
nothing to whet your appetite for the game
then I’d urge you to check yourself for a
pulse as amatter of urgencyl

With last years squad base to build on,
some promising additions over the summer
and time for athorough pre-season build up
this time around its time to forget the Sunday
DIY, fasten your seatbel ts and prepare
yourself for another roller coaster Roughyed
s e a s o n .

W h i l s t t h e c l o s e d s e a s o n s e e m s t o h a v e

lasted forever, the recent World Cup action
has warmed us up nicely for another great
season in the NFP. Today we welcome our
visitors from South Sydney. This mouth
watering clash against the Rabbitohs not
only forms an integral part of atough pre¬
season build up for Oldham but also allows
the opportunity to draw global attention to
our visitors fight for justice down under.

Just 12 days ago Justice Paul Finn of
t h e F e d e r a l C o u r t d e n i e d t h e R a b b i t o h s
claim to be reinstated to the NRL. This was
n o d o u b t v i e w e d a s a d i s a s t e r t o S o u t h
Sydney Club Chairman George Piggins and
his board. South Sydney Officials will no
doubt now consider an appeal to the Full
b e n c h o f t h e F e d e r a l C o u r t a n d w e w i s h
them every success with their efforts to
r e s t o r e o n e o f t h e R L w o r l d ’ s m o s t h i s t o r i c

clubs to its rightful place in the game’s elite.
Over the years, RL communities like

Oldham and South Sydney have consistently
offered amassive production line of young
talent to the game indeed clubs like ours are
the very hear tbeat o f the game i tse l f .
H o w e v e r, w h i l s t t h e w o r l d o f R L i s m e d i a
controlled and merger mad, it increasingly
s e e m s t h a t c l u b s l i k e o u r s s u r v i v e a t t h e
whim of the powers that be and the sheer
fight left in its own people.

M e a n w h i l e , d e s p i t e t h e u n i q u e
opportunity of promoting our game offered by
the World Cup, Super League is this country
continues to shoot itself firmly in the foot.
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for Ford InKi r s i

i S a d d l e w o r t hM a r s h a l l
Pumps I ! N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s

!Service &repairsIyls approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed del ivery and unrival led

technical expert ise
I
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M e m b e r o l i h e
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I
I W f S

. S A D D L E W O R T H
M O T O R C O

C e r t i fi c a t e N o . 9 1 0 5 5 4

IMarshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m - O L 1 1 U A

Tel: 0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: lnfo@marshallpumps. co. uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

H I G H S T R E E T,
^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM

01457872178

^ P I L G R I M
■■ j■ .■a r - j j ' j j w j * . j

the Power &(Mlarihe undiuistries Worlidwiidle
m

W W W . 'Ill
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L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D
SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

O L D H A ME s t a b l i s h e d 1 9 4 7

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.
P l u m b e r s ! E l e c t r i c i a n s

Hea t ing Eng ineer ing
Securi ty Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ
Tel 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7
email: pickles@talk21.com

Good Luck to Oldham RLFC
throughout 2001
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A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
A s h t o n - J o h n M i l l s
Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s O 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0 1 6 1 - 3 3 9 6 1 4 0

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 A M HA M H

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

Lansaowne

Ting
SuDDlies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates
bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and de l i ve red

S h a w S t r e e t
O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Te l 0161 785 0813
F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 5 0 7

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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O n T h i s D a y . . .
Don Yates looks back to November 19th yesteryear

FORTY-EIGHT years ago the 1952
Kangaroos were touring Europe and on
Wednesday I9th November they met
Lancashire at Wilderspool, Warrington. At
scrum-ha l f fo r Lancash i re tha t a f te rnoon was
Oldham half-back Frank Stirrup whilst
O l d h a m b o r n fl y e r S t a n M c C o r m i c k
(St.Helens) was on the wing. Skippering
those Kangaroos was legendary South
Sydney full-back Clive Churchill who was out¬
standing against atest strength county side.
Another South Sydney legend, stand-off
Greg Hawick, also made asignificant contri¬
bution to Australia’s 36-11 victory He sub¬
dued his opposite number, Barrow’s Willie
Horne, with aseries of jolting tackles and still
found time to score abrilliant 50 yard try. Two
years later Churchill skippered Australia in
the first ever World Cup competition which
was staged in France. At the conclusion of
that tournament the Australians played New
Zealand three times, their first meeting com¬
ing on Friday 19th November 1954 when
those two nations met at Hilton Park, Leigh.
Churchill was again at full-back and Hawick
was again atry scorer from the stand-off
berth. Flying South Sydney winger Ian Moir
also scored atry in that match as did centre
Harry Wells, then with Woollongong, but a
player who began his career with Souths.
Australia won 18-5 and they also defeated
N e w Z e a l a n d i n t h e o t h e r t w o m a t c h e s a t L o s

Angeles and Long Beach, California.
South Sydney’s only representative on

t h e 1 9 2 1 - 2 2 t o u r o f B r i t a i n w a s l o o s e - f o r ¬

ward Ted McGrath who scored atry and two
goals in his 16 tour appearances. One of
those appearances was against Huddersfield
on Sa tu rday I 9 th November 1921 . The
Kangaroos won that match 36-2 with winger

H a r o l d H o r d e r i n s e n s a t i o n a l

form scoring 21 points from
three t r ies and s ix goa ls ,

■pw Horder was then with North
S y d n e y a l t h o u g h h e b o th
began and ended his career
w i t h S o u t h s .

I t w a s o n t h i s d a y i n
1995, Sunday 19th November,

t h a t O l d h a m d e f e a t e d C a s t l e f o r d 2 5 - 2 0 a t
Watersheddings. An Oldham substitute in
t h a t m a t c h w a s s e c o n d - r o w f o r w a r d J o e
Faimalo, one of five players who have
appeared in the first team of both Oldham
and South Sydney. Joe made just one
appearance for South Sydney but he played
91 times for Oldham. The other four players
who have represented both clubs are Tate
Moseley who played once for Oldham and
twice for South Sydney, clearly aplayer who
does not like to stay too long in any one
place, Andrew Mcliwaine, one appearance
for Oldham, nine appearances for South

S y d n e y, M a t t M u n r o , 3 7
appearances for Oldham, 17
for South Sydney and Brett
G o l d s p i n k w h o m a d e 2 1
O ldham appea rances and
t u r n e d o u t 2 0 t i m e s f o r S o u t h

Sydney.
On that Sunday, I9th

November 1995 , t h ree f o rme r
South Sydney players were involved in the
London Broncos-Warr ington match which
was played at the Stoop Memorial Ground.
Broncos had winger Evan Cochrane and sub¬
stitute forward Tony Mestrov whilst scrum-
half Greg Mackay was one of
the Warrington subst i tutes.
Warrington won 18-10 with a
t e a m w h i c h i n c l u d e d f o u r

Oldham born players, half¬
backs lestyn Harris and Mike
Ford , hooker John Hough
a n d s e c o n d - r o w e r P a u l

Scunthorpe.
As well as guesting with Warrington,

scrum-half Greg Mackay also enjoyed aspell
with Hull. On Sunday 19th November 1989
he was atry scorer for Hull as they won a
Regal Trophy tie 19-12 at Wakefield. Also
i n c l u d e d i n t h e H u l l s i d e t h a t a f t e r n o o n w a s

hooker Lee Jackson, the Humberside junior
who enjoyed alengthy spell down under. His
first Australian club was South Sydney with
whom he spent the 1995 season, scoring two
tries in eight first grade appearances.

M a t t M u n r o

A

Bret Goldspink

J o e F a i m l o
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The Longest Season
.. .by Mark Courtney

Rabb i tohs 2001 Sh i r t s and caps , go t
yourself anew Souths jersey and hardly
ever left the house without wearing the
colours. Just to show everyone where your
h e a r t w a s .

I t ’s been ayear where you met
hundreds of people you never knew before
at fundraising events, at supporters nights
and at the Red &Green Ball. Ayear when
you found out the bloke across the road,
who you’d only ever said “Gidday” to, was
aSouths fan, and now you stopped for a
long chat every time you saw him.

It’s been ayear where you’d go up to
the local shops on aSaturday morning
wearing your Souths jumper and four
separate strangers would catch your eye
as you went past and say “Up the
Rabb i tohs ’ ’o r “Go the Bunn ies ” .

It’s been ayear when you bookmarked
every Internet site that you could find with
any Souths info on it, and you checked
them all every morning before you settled
down to work (and then you checked them
all again at lunchtime).

It 's been ayear when you’d have a
really bad day at work and then, when your
head was pounding and you were cursing
the traffic jam you were caught in on the
way home, you’d notice asticker on the
car in front saying “In George We Trust”,
and you’d smile.

I t s been ayea r where you took a
couple of days off work, that you couldn’t
really afford to go and sit in the Federal
Court, straining to hear, struggling to
understand what the hell they were on
about, because you felt you just had to be
t h e r e .

So, what’s it been like then?
This year without aseason, this

S E A S O N W I T H O U T A T E A M .

I t ’s been b i t ter and i t ’s been
S W E E T .

IT’S BEEN ayear when you couldn’t help
but marvel at the downright stupidity of the
NRL. At the sheer bloody-mindedness of a
group of people determined to ignore
public opinion. Determined to wipe the
fl o o r w i t h t r a d i t i o n . D e t e r m i n e d t o

exterminate aClub that has always paid its
way, all the while continuing to prop up a
group of other Clubs who couldn’t even
afford the paper to write to News Ltd
asking for more money unless they had
rece ived the i r las t handout .

It’s been ayear when you never once
bought the Telegraph, when you cancelled
your subscription to Foxtel (if you ever had
one) , and when you to ld f r iends who
invited you to Fox Studios for dinner that
you had nothing against them, but if they
wanted your company then it’d have to be
somewhere else. Ayear when you turned
the news off when the footy results came
on, and you only looked at the sports
pages to see if there was an update on the
C o u r t C a s e .

It’s been ayear when sometimes, on a
g o r g e o u s s u n n y S u n d a y, s o m e w h e r e
around lunchtime, you absolutely ached to
get in the car, drive to the Football Stadium
and scream for the Rabbitohs till you
sounded like you’d smoked three packs a
day for thirty years.

It’s been tough, no doubt about it. But
i t ’s been wonderfu l as wel l .

It’s been ayear when you filled your
wardrobe with red and green t.shirts and

I t ’ s b e e n a y e a r o f h o p e . O f
togetherness. Of community.

Ayear when you’d never felt prouder
to say “I’m aSouth Sydney supporter”.
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I f y o u ^ r e n o t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

h a n k ^ c o n v e r t

N E I L
G I B B I S O N

■B.D.S., V.U. Mane

T h e R o y a l B a n k
o f S c o t l a n dDental

Surgeon For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

36 Oldham Road
Uppermiil

Oldham OL3 6HY
The Royal Bank of Scotland pic

Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B

Reg is te red in Sco t land
Tel 01457 872108

N o . 9 0 3 1 2

M o o r s i d eS a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r m

M e t a l P r o d u c t s
L i m i t e d

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports
S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o e S c h o o l

U n i e o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d

Mail Order &Delivery Service
A v a i l a b l e

STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS
Highfield Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT❖

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e

93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,
Oldham, Lancashi re . OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5
2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net
e.mail: g.cooke@cwctv.net

Telephone 0161 624 3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, gas and

wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs
of all types of process plants

E a s y P a r k i n g ! V i s a ■M a s t e r c a r d ■S w i t c h ■
D e l t a ! S o l o ■A m e x
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!Thing
as avehicle for expansion national teams
carry far more clout than any club side ever
can. Alright there have been some lop-sided
scores, but anyone would think Australia,
N e w Z e a l a n d o r S o u t h A f r i c a h a d n e v e r
slaughtered other rugby union playing
nations. Nor does anyone contest the right of
I r e l a n d , S c o t l a n d , H o l l a n d . K e n y a o r
Denmark to play international cricket. And is
the credibility of soccer’s World Cup
destroyed because North Korea, Jamaica,
Aus t ra l ia and the l i ke compete to the
exclusion of Croatia or Bulgaria or Chile who
would wipe the floor with them? Of course
not. It is perfectly obvious that the
participation of Jamaica and Australia in a
soccer World Cup fired interest in the
development of those sports. So why should
the participation of Lebannon or Ireland or
Scotland be any different? Let’s face it the
biggest cause of inequality in Rugby League
has been the ruinous ‘Super League War’
which has split the game in Fiji, Britain and
Australia, on the one hand serving to raise
standards of play to new heights and on the
other denying the right to exist of some of the
most historic clubs in the game, of which
today’s visitors are asupreme example.

Meanwhile, amidst all this negativity the
ordinary spectator continues to support the
game where and when he can. Oldham’s
efforts to get bums on seats at Twickenham,
Cardiff and the McAlpine stadium later today
are to be commended. And if any Chairman
anywhere has worked harder than Chris
Hamilton in this respect I’d like to meet him.
At the risk of blowing our own trumpet let me
s a y w e l l d o n e t o O l d h a m f a n s a n d
administrators. The game has no better
followers anywhere.

RUGBY LEAGUE’S ability to shoot itself in
the foot is legendary. And some of the
ticketing arrangements for the current World
Cup only go to confirm that opinion.

However, criticism of the basic concept
and format of the World Cup is way off the
m a r k . L i k e t h e M i l l e n n i u m D o m e t h e
c o m p e t i t i o n h a s s u f f e r e d f r o m m e d i a
unfriendliness from the word go, yet speak to
someone who has been t o e i t he r Dome o r
World Cup matches and the reaction you get
is almost always positive. The decision to
stage matches in non-traditional areas was
the right one and every spectator who
a t t e n d e d a t G l o u c e s t e r , Wa t f o r d , B e l f a s t ,
Dublin, Glasgow or Edinburgh is one more
potential convert to the greatest game on
earth. Just for once let’s not blame Red Hall
if attendances weren’t as good as expected;
Red Hall can’t control the weather or floods,
and Iwonder how many fans of other sports
w o u l d h a v e t u r n e d o u t i n t h e c o n d i t i o n s
currently being experienced when they had
the option of sitting at home and watching
games on TV.? Encouragingly, some good
attendances were posted in the South of
France, which sends aposit ive message
about tak ing Ang lo -French compet i t ion
seriously.

The most disappointing aspect of the
World Cup has been the negative reporting
and, all too often, this has come from regular
R.L. correspondents rather than from our
known ‘enemies’. So what if players qualify
for their country through the ‘grandparent
ru le ’? One would th ink that Jack Char l ton ’s
Eire side had never competed at the highest
level and drawn massive interest with barely
a n I r i s h m a n t o b e s e e n . C u r r e n t r u l e s o n

selection, be it soccer, cricket, rugby union or
whatever apply across the board, so Rugby
League is no different to any other sport. And T h e E d i t o r

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, OldhamTel: 0161 -624 -7391



HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office:

St John's Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,
Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.
Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337
Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

USA Office:
Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,

1658 Sequel Drive, Unit 6,
Santa Cruz,California 95065

Phone: +1 831 462 2680

Fax: +1 831 462 3583

1-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net
Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health &Safety Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

C a s t l e H o u s e , S c h o fi e l d S t r e e t , O l d l t a m , O L 8 I Q L
T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5

G o o d w i n

B E S T i

O l d h a m C h a m b e r

»
A L T O G E T H E R

A G R E A T
P L A C E T O

I

A X E S ?U -

\

A l t o g e t h e r , a g r e a t p l a c e t o b e
1 8 Y o r k s h i r e S t r e e t O l d h a m

T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 0 7 8 4 7

0

proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and
part time courses starting this summer call us on
Freephone 0800 269 480.

T I I K

O L D H A M
C O L L K t J I - :
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Date Opponent
DECEMBER

3 B a r r o w

1 0 C H O R L E Y

17 Workington
2 4 R o c h d a l e

JANUARY

1 W I D N E S

R e s u l t A t t

F - A

A

H A s s o c i a t e M a t c h
S P E E D Y H I R E C E N T R E S N O R T H E R N LT D .

Coldhurst Street, Oldham OL1 2BH
S m a l l P l a n t & P o w e r To o l s

0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 111

A

A

H

7

1 4 L E I G H

2 1 S w i n t o n

28 Silk Cut Challenge Cup H

FEBRUARY

4 W H I T E H AV E N

11 Silk Cut Challenge Cup
18 GATESHEAD

25 Silk Cut Challenge Cup
MARCH

4 H U N S L E T

11 Dewsbury
18 SHEFFIELD

25 Feathers tone

H

A

A s s o c i a t e M a t c h
9 6 . 2 T H E R E V O L U T I O N

More Music ■More Variety ■1st For SportH

H Assoc ia te Match
H . M U L L A N E Y & S O N

Brownedge Farm, Mossley
Waste Disposal Skip +JCB Hire

Te l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 2 8 7 0

H

A

H

A

APRIL

A s s o c i a t e M a t c h
L E E S V I L L A G E S E R V I C E S TAT I O N

St John Street, Lees
Te l : 0161 624 2306

1 Y o r k

8 B A T L E Y

13 ROCHDALE

1 6 W i d n e s

22 Batley
29 KEIGHLEY

A

H

H

A

A

H

M a t c h b a l l
H A N L O N & W R I G H T

Tudor House, Park Road, Dukinfield SK16 5LX
Tel : 0161 330 7631

MAY

6 B A R R O W

13 Chorley
20 WORKINGTON

27 DONCASTER

H

A

H

H

JUNE

Man Of The Match
SADDLEWORTH SPORTS &SCHOOL UNIFORMS

93 Chew Valley Road, Greenfield,
Oldham OL3 7JJ !
Tel: 01457 872515

3 G a t e s h e a d

1 0 S W I N T O N

17 Wh i t ehaven

24 Keighley

A

H

A

A

JULY

1 Hull KR A

O l d h a m R L F C f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e l e t ’ s
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN
AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS

IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL
ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game
A N D R A C I S T C H A N T S A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.
Allow everyone to enjoy the game.

I m p o r t a n t N o t i c e
Boundary Park is fitted with an emergency alert system (Local High Pitch, Two

Tone Signal). If you should hear the signal please pay attention to the
instructions given. Atest of the alert system will be made prior to each game,

twenty minutes pr ior to the k ick-off t ime, fo l lowed by the words:
" T h i s i s a t e s t o f t h e B o u n d a r y P a r k A l e r t S y s t e m "
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O l d h a m - a
leading player
a t the hear t o f
the Nor th West
Take alook around the Oldham of the 21st century
and you won't fail to be impressed with what's been
achieved. There are now huge efforts taking place to
ensure that the Borough remains in its rightful place
at the hub of the North West region.Oldham Broadway Business Park

Two hundred million pounds and more has been invested in turning the town centre into amodern and
vibrant place to shop and work. Money has also been spent regenerating and renewing areas like
Westwood, Glodwick, Fitton Hill and Hathershaw,
and building 23 new schools in just 20 years. An
exciting new town centre Cultural Quarter is taking
shape; new industry, new investment and more
tourists are coming to the Borough and astate-
of-the-art Business Management School is now
o p e n .

Ring Road(S& W)
Oldham. (M67)
M ' c r C h e s t e r

Birmingham 

M60A663
M’cr city centre
Chadderton

Oldham is already at the heart of the motorway
network and now also benefits from the new M60

orbital route. Metrolink is also coming to the town,
and the brand new £3.4 million central bus station

has opened this year. The M60 Motorway

There are many other reasons which make Oldham adesirable
place to live, work and visit -its reputation for hard work,
commitment and down to earth friendiiness are Just some of
t h e m .

Put them ali together and they make Oldham aleading player
at the heart of the North West.

Enquiries about projects being undertaken by the Council, or any
of its policies, to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO
Box 160, C iv ic Cent re , West S t ree t , O ldham OLl lUG,

telephone 0161 911 4708, fax 0161 911 4936,
ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk
or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk

1

O L D H A M o o o o
t C

Town Centre Shopping Metropolitan Borough O



TOOMTS TEAMS
O L D H A M SOUTH SYDNEY

C o a c h M i k e F O R D Coach Darryl NEVILLE

M a r k S I B S O N

J o e M c N I C H O L A S

Anthony GIBBONS
P a t R I C H

W a r r e n B A R R O W

D a v i d G I B B O N S

N e i l R O D E N

Andy PROCTOR
J o h n H O U G H

J a s o n C L E G G

P h i l F A R R E L L

Shayne McMENEMY
K e v i n M A N N I O N

Wayne McGRATH
Te r e G L A S S I E

M i c h a e l L Y O N S

Craig CARRINGTON
Lindsay MUNRO
D e n D E C K E R

B r a d TA A F F E

C l i n t C O O K E

J o s h A N N E S L E Y

Ryan MADDERN
M a t t h e w R O O K E

D a m i e n P A R S O N S

R o b e r t S I M M S

G a r e t h B A R B E R

L e o C A S E Y

Danny GUEST
I a n S I N F I E L D

J u s t i n G A L E

N a t h a n I S L E S

S t e v e D R I S C O L L

D a r r e n T A A F F E

T O D A Y ' S O F F I C I A L S

P. J. WALTON REFEREE:

R. J. STOKES ■
T. B. A. m

STEVE

PRESLEY


