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2000/2001 SILK CUT PRIZES

After 17 years of sponsorship the year 2000/2001 is the final year of Silk Cut’s involvement in the Rugby
League Challenge Cup. The final year is worth £1 million - a first for British club Rugby League. With
the demolition of Wembley now well underway, the final will be held at the headquarters of rugby union
- Twickenham - with the victorious team in 2001 receiving a record prize cheque of £150,000.

Of the 2001 sponsorship investment of £1,000,000 a total prize fund of £642,650 is projected for the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup. The remaining funds will be deposited in the League's Capital Development Fund.
The complete 2001 Silk Cut Challenge Cup prize structure is:

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP

Third Round winners (NFP Clubs) £4,500
Third Round losers (Amateur Clubs) £1,300
French Clubs £6,750
Fourth Round losers £6,000
Fifth Round losers £10,000
Quarter-Final losers £18,500
Semi-Final losers £25,000
Runners-up £,65,000
Winners £150,000
PROJECTED PRIZE FUND L£642,650
PROJECTED CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND £357,350
GRAND TOTAL /1,000,000

The above amounts are paid direct to the clubs by the Rugby Football League. There will be no prize
money cheque to be presented at matches by the Silk Cut Sales Representative.

2001 SILK CUT AWARDS

Silk Cut Awards will again be presented to the adjudged Man of the Match in each de from the first round
onwards. In each case the winner will receive a commemorative medallion. The winner will also receive
a cheque for £200 from the third round through to the quarter-finals. The Man of the Match at both
semi-finals receives a cheque for £400 plus an engraved silver plated replica rugby ball.

2000/2001 SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP TIMETABLE

First Round 2/3 December, 2000 Fifth Round 24/25 February, 2001
Second Round 16/17 December, 2000 Quarter Finals 10711 March, 2001
Third round 27/28 January, 2001 Semi Finals 31 March/1 April, 2001
Fourth Round 10/11 February, 2001 Final 28 Apnil, 2001

2001 SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP FINAL TICKETS
Tickets for the all-seater 2001 Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final on Saturday 28th April, 2001 at Twickenham
can be booked now priced £50, £45, £40, £35, £30, £25, £20, £15 and £10.

Please forward order and remittance, made payable to the Rugby Football League, to:

THE TICKET OFFICE, THE RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE, RED HALL, RED HALL LANE,
LEEDS. LS17 8NB. Switch, Visa, and Access credit card bookings can be made by phoning the Ticket
Hotline on 0113 232 9444 between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

2000/2001 SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP DRAWS

The draw for the first round will be made live on GMR at 7.10pm on Tuesday 14th November, 2000.
The draws for the second and third rounds will be made live on BBC Radio Leeds at approximately 7.00pm
on Wednesday 6th December and Wednesday 3rd January respectively. The fourth round draw will be
made on Monday 29th January, 2001.

The draw ceremonies for the fifth round, quarter-finals and semi-finals will be made live on BBC Sunday
Grandstand at approximately 5.10pm on the following dates:

Fifth Round Sunday 11th February
Quarter-Finals Sunday 25th February
Semi-Finals Sunday 11th March.

THE ROAD TO TWICKENHAM 2001
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KEEP A TIGHT GRIP ON
YOUR FINANCES

If you don't keep a grip on your "Financial Health"
how can you be sure your future is secure?

¢ Mortgages™ ¢ Life Cover ¢ Income Protection™ ¢ Pensions e
¢ Investiments ¢ ISA’s e Savings ¢ Individual Financial Review ¢

FREEPHONE 0800 015 4020

The Money Group

Independent Financial Advisers

The Money Group, Independent Financial Advisers, Ocean House, 7 Memorial Road,
Walkden, Manchester M28 3AQ. Tel: 0161 790 4300. Fax: 0161 790 4399.
Email: enquiries@moneygroup.co.uk  Web: www.moneygroup.co.uk

A MEMBER OF IFA NETWORK LIMITED WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY.
*THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.




... with Christopher Hamilton

TODAY we  welcome
everybody from Queens-
bury for this afternoon’s Silk
Cut Challenge Cup Third
Round tie and hope that
they enjoy the hospitality
from the people of Oldham.
They have done well to
reach this stage of the
competition but we
obviously hope they don'’t
go any further!

Most of you will be
aware that the Association
of Premiership Clubs are
looking at what happens
after the end of this season. In regard to a whole host of
issues, not least of which is when the season should be
played.

In my role as Chairman of the Association | am keen
to make sure that we start to think about this sooner rather
than later to ensure that the decisions we make are
informed ones and not a knee jerk reaction. | know that
many of you, the mainstay of our game, are fed up with the
constant chopping and changing and that that has had a
negative effect. | can understand that position but | am
also aware that as a division there are 19 of us who need
to secure our future and the decisions we have to make
shortly may mean things staying as they are, because this
will determine our sponsorship and media opportunities.

With these things in mind | am very keen to make sure
that all relevant issues are considered as part of the
process and if any of you wish to have your views
considered please write to me at the club.

| also hope that all of you will do your best to attend
the next 2 games, Chorley on Tuesday and Whitehaven
next Sunday. Both of these games are at home and
through the fixture format we have a glut of home games
before several away games and cash flow is as important
to us as to everyone else and any money that comes in
now will be used to cover the period when we don't have
match income.

Thank you for your ongoing support.

Chris Hamilton

The ROW
Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 UNION STREET
OLpHAM OL1 1DJ

TELEPHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
CLuB SHor: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
HEAD COACH
Mike Ford
ASSISTANT COACH
John Henderson
ALLIANCE COACH
Haydn Walker
ACADEMY COACH
Mark Knight
ACADEMY MANAGER
Pete Beswick
FIRST TEAM PHYSIOTHERAPIST
Lisa Sharratt
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Jodie Whittle, Danni Turner
CONDITIONER
Tony O'Brien
TIMEKEEPER
John Barrett
CLUB DOCTOR
Dr lan Wilkinson
CLUB DENTIST
Neil Gibbison
STATISTICS
Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman
PROGRAMME EDITOR
Geoff Cooke
BOARDROOM SUPERVISOR
Lewis Laverty

CLUB HONOURS
A J Law Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(sPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton
1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard
Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94.

FRONT COVER
Leo Casey breaching the
opponents defence once more.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) Lro.

| WEe WouLp LIKE To THANK THE OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE & RuGBY LEAGUE EXPRESS FOR THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHY I
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DAL PERSONAL TYRES

LU U LU NSO N EXHAUSTS &

Structural Steel Fabricators

UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE GARAG E s E RV' c Es

DERKER STREET - OLDHAM OL1 3LY
Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616 PuncTure RepaIRS - WHEEL BALANCING

WisH ORLFC EVERY SUCCESS FOR 2001 TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLUTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING

M.O0.T. REPAIRS - EXHAUSTS

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES
(NORTHERN) L1D.
OLDHAM DEPOT
Tel 0161 626 8111

For all your

Plant & Tool Hire Needs BeEever STREET - OLbHAM OL1 3TD
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
throughout the 2001 Season Fax: 0161 628 9949
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PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OLA4 1DF

TEL: 0161-284 900 FAX: 0161-627 5049




WELCOME to today’s Silk Cut Challenge Cup tie against
Queensbury who play in the Pennine League. We hope
all the players, officials and supporters of Queensbury
have an enjoyable day with us and we especially
| welcome back Nathan Varley who was such a
| wholehearted player in his time with the Roughyeds.

We will not, of course, be underestimating
Queensbury and will want to put on a professional
performance even if the weather is such that it is difficult
| to play flowing football. | have been on the wrong end of
a result against amateur opposition when Leigh Miners
| Rangers defeated Bramley and | can assure you it is not
Ll an experience | wish to repeat.

As far as our last game, the defeat by Leigh here at
Boundary Park, | can only say how disappointed we all
were at the outcome. The result has hurt our pride and
we do not intend to let it happen again. The result does
not constitute a crisis, like the Featherstone game last
season, but we were particularly upset that our defence was so poor after defence had been
our great strength up to that point.

Although | know that conditions are the same for both sides our preparation was not
helped by the state of the ground. At 2pm we fully expected the game to be called off
because it was really hard beneath the George Hill stand, and it did nothing for the players’
confidence when Daryl Lacey was injured in the first tackle of the match on this side of the
pitch. Then, when Leigh scored in their first attempt largely because Daryl’s wing was
unprotected, we knew we had a mountain to climb. Similarly in the incident which led to
Anthony Gibbons’ dismissal we thought we got the worst of it because Leigh could easily
replace Tim Street whereas we did not have a stand-by right centre. | won't criticise the
referee except to say | would have have liked him to be a bit stronger. Leigh are a good, but
perhaps arrogant, team and it is a real pain that the fixture format does not give us a second
go at them at Hilton Park and a chance for revenge.

Anyway, all that's now water under the bridge and the season is still young with plenty to
play for starting with today.

Mike

Sumoas W{ﬁm@ﬂ@m

PVCu Windows, Doors & Conservatories

SunseT WiNnDows LimiTED, WADDINGTON STREET, OLDHAM OL9 6QH
Tel. 0161 624 5962 - Fax 0161 627 5094




DRONSFIELDS

RYDER
MERCEDES DUTTON
WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD, A DR R At SRV IERD
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB
TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717 %?{ﬁ;ﬁry%%“giie
FAX: 01457 - 871940 s - Lo

New & Used Mercedes
Vehicles & Spares

professional
approach
to any property
matter
7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,
Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &
Ashton-u-Lyne

LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

BeEsT WISHES
TO
OLbHAM RLFC

UNiTs 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

Mon - Sat 10.30- 5.30

0161 633 0074

\ FLATS » CURTAINSIDERS AND

LANSDOWNE TRADING
SERVICES LTD.

EXTENDERS
To ALL PARTS oF UK AND
EuroPE

4 LanspowNE RoaDp - CHADDERTON - OLDHAM, OL9 9EF

TeL. 0161 626 1141 - Fax 0161 628 7078
MosiLe 07974 127082
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... from the pen of Michael Turner

TODAY, we extend a warm welcome to
Boundary Park to the players, officials and
supporters of the Queensbury club for this
afternoon’s Challenge Cup tie.

When preparing these notes for this
match | was left in something of a dilemma
as to what should be the format for the
article. Oldham have never played
Queensbury before and I'm sure that no one
wants to read a review of the “Roughyeds”
matches against non-league opposition -
again!

| could have stretched a point and
reviewed the matches Oldham Bears
played against the Queensland Cowboys in
1997. Or even the match Oldham played

=
against Featherstone at the ground of
Queens Park Rangers AFC in 1955. Then
again there have been many games which
have witnessed displays of the
Queensbury rules (last week against Leigh
immediately springs to mind).

Perhaps wisely, | decided to forgo those
tenuous links with the name of our visitors
and instead look at the first ever match the
Roughyeds played in the Challenge Cup.

As fate would have it that match, which
took place way back on March 20th 1897,
was away against Bradford, which is of
course the home city of our visitors. This
original Bradford club was the forerunner for
both the rugby playing Bradford Northern

(Bulls) and the soccer outfit

Jtatan

Bradford City.

In that first staging of the
Challenge Cup, the competition
was played at the end of the
county based, league season in
which Oldham were runners up
in the Lancashire section with
Bradford finishing seventh in the
Yorkshire equivalent. The teams
were then still fifteen aside and
Oldham probably started the
match as favourites. However, it
was not to be for the
“Roughyeds” as the Yorkshire
men secured a seven points to
three victory in a dour encounter
before a good crowd of 14,000.
The only Oldham score came
from a (three point) penalty goal
by full back Harry England.

The Oldham team that day
was:

Harry England; George Walsh,
Sam Lees, Ike Taylor, Tom
Martin; Harry Varley, Arthur

Lees; Joe Lees, George Frater,

George Frater, the Scottish born forward who played in Oldham’s first Harry Broome Jim Merrill. Enos

ever Challenge Cup tie, here pictured in his Lancashire county jersey.
George played over 260 games for the club including the Challenge Cup

final victory over Hunslet in 1899.

Etchells, Emanuel Bonser, Bob
Edwards, Ed Hughes.
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OLDHAM'S
capture of 16
year old local
lads James
Wilkinson and
Paul Bennett
sends out a
message loud
and clear that
the Roughyeds
are building for

the future.

The building bricks are taking
shape...the formation of an academy team
now looking forward to the start of its
second season in April...the creation of a
development camp for boys in the 14/15 age
group which meets once a month at
Castleton...the appointment as academy
coach of Mark Knight...the recruitment of a
chief scout, John ‘Jacko’ Jackson, who has
had a remarkable record of success with his
previous clubs, Wigan and Widnes...the
building of bridges with youth teams from the
area who are now invited, in turn, to be
guests of the Roughyeds on Boundary Park
match days...the promotion to the Alliance
team this season of several members of last
year's academy side...and the ultimate

signing on pro forms of promising youngsters

like Wilkinson and Bennett.

Wilkinson, formerly a centre with Royton
Tigers, is the younger brother of Alex, one of
many highly-regarded young professionals at
Bradford Bulls.

Wilkinson jr. had also attracted attention
from other clubs but chose, instead, to sign
his first professional contract with his home-
town club.

Bennett, a stand off with the Waterhead
club, was similarly placed, having spent 18
months as a member of Wigan's
development squad with his Waterhead team
mates Ryan Collins and James Kirkland.

Kirkland is still at Wigan while scrum-half
Collins, one of four Oldham-area boys on the
North-West Counties under 16s tour of Fiji,

New Zealand and Australia later this year,
has committed himself to Bradford.

But Bennett has waved farewell to Wigan
to fulfil an ambition to play for Oldham - a
club he has supported as a fan for the past
five years.

‘Jacko’ has his finger on the pulse at the
hub of the behind the scenes operation
which is geared up to hold back the exodus
of talented local lads from this area to Super
League clubs across the region.

More signings can be expected as the
season unfolds, while the club also has high
hopes of a clutch of last year’'s academy
players, who are now training regularly with
the first and ‘A’ teams and playing in the
under-21s team.

Among them are 18 year old centre
Danny Naylor, younger brother of prop-
forward Chris, and big forwards of a similar
age in Matt Williams, David Newton and
Anthony Whitehead.

Already on contract, and picking up
consistently good reports for their
performances in the reserves, are 19 year
old stand-off Gareth Barber, young prop Lee
Doran and a player of similar age in full-back
Gavin Dodd.

Doran was 18th man for the recent Leigh
game, while Barber was named to replace
injured playercoach Mike Ford on the bench
for the postponed NFP game against Swinton
at Gigg Lane last Sunday.

The youthful approach also spills over
into the senior side.

Daryl Lacey and Neil Roden are only 19;
Dean Cross and the Farrell twins, Phil and
Chris, are one year older.

At the other end of the age scale, 35
year old Ford is planning to take a back seat
in the next few weeks to give youth its fling.

The conveyor belt is starting to grind into
motion...but nobody knows more than ‘Jacko’
how important it is to keep the town’s top
talent alive to what the Roughyeds have to
offer.

Roger Halstead
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HEADACHES FOR
THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers
of upholstery
fillings for over
a century, Platt
& Hill make
foam and fibre
fillings of the
yos@ " . highest quality
W AMny 2 right here in
Oldham.

Platt & Hill

RA AN EIARR RIEAINGS

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road

Oldham OL8 2L.Z

Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408

Adamsons

- CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG
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“...and that’s a great ball

; > s played out wide to the
e 3 wing...”

./ At GEORGE HILL
Jit's never a TRYING
experience. We

have all the products ;
you need to get the www.mitre.com

BP— right RESULT every time.
~ Callin for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF
= The authority ...
/I George "’ Official Supplier of
Match and Training Balls to:

Timber & Building Supplies The Rugby League,

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB Great Britain Rugby League

Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk Super League

We’re ready to be
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ARE PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM




Alliance Action

... with Haydn Walker

BAD WEATHER has again been a source
of much frustration for the Alliance team
with just one game in the last two and half
weeks. The one game we did play saw us
beaten 36-18 away to Leigh at Hilton
Park.

In many ways

that game reflected
the first team’s
defeat four days
later, missed tackles
(83) and poor ball
control (42%) being
the cause of our
demise. That said
there was a terrific
performance for Lee
Doran who made 38 Joe McNicholas
tackles and 17 hit
ups for a total of 55 involvements - an
alliance record.
Gavin Dodd, Tony
" | Swift and Joe
McNicholas also
played well, while
Chris Farrell who had
| to fill in at stand off
| had his best game to
date and looks set to
| break into the first
B N | team soon.
Chris Farrell The club’s
Development Squad are continuing to
train together once a month with a view to
the better players progressing to the
Academy squad for the coming season.
The last session saw the club’s
conditioner Tony O’Brien giving a lecture
on conditioning and nutrition, along with
the club’s physio Lisa Sherratt giving a
lecture on injury prevention and
rehabilitation.

Among the many good things to
emerge from the sessions to date has

ALLIANCE TEAM FIXTURES
Dec

6 Keighley A 730 L16-36
16  Workington H - 2:30 P
21 Rochdale H 730 W24-0
Jan

3 Hunslet A 7.30 W26-10
10 Leigh A 7.30 L36-18
18 Widnes H 7.30

Feb

3 Whitehaven H 2.30

15 Hunslet H 7.30

22 Batley H 7.30

March

17  Whitehaven A 2.30

22 Featherstone H 7.30

29 Doncaster A 7.30

April

4 Batley AR S7:30

19 Doncaster H 7.30

May

3 Featherstone A 7.30

10 Keighley H 7.30

19  Workington A 230

24  Rochdale A 7.30

31 Leigh H 7.30

June

7 Widnes A 7.30

13  Top Five Play Offs
14  First Division Grand Final

been the attendance of many of the
players junior coaches and parents. This
has enabled them to see first hand how
the club works, and to see what demands
there are in being a professional player.

It is also pleasing to report that we
have signed Paul Bennett from the
Development Squad. This was a major
coup for the club in that Paul had been
training for some time with Wigan and the
fact that he chose to sign for us is a big
boost for the club. Hopefully he will be the
first of many.




Probine fhe NFEP

THE BIG game at Boundary Park between
previously unbeaten Oldham and Leigh went
the way of the Centurions and to some tune
too (44-18). It left the Centurions the only
100% record in the league and favourites to
progress to the Trans Pennine Cup Final as
the West of Pennines representatives.
Whoever made Widnes favourites for the
NFP title needs their bumps feeling with a
side of Leigh’s quality around. Consolation
for Oldham came in the form of a new
Roughyed crowd record of 4,747.
i T Over the hill
meanwhile Keighley
needed a last minute
try and conversion to
draw level with a
super-charged
Featherstone for
whom hooker
Richard Chapman
was in outstanding
form. | had thought
the young Rovers
| might find the going
| tougher this season
| but on results so far
it looks as though
Peter Roe’s men will

T

Richard Chapman

be there or there-
abouts once again
come the play-offs.

At South Leeds Stadium Batley Bulldogs
saw off another youthful outfit in Hunslet
Hawks (13-4), With several games having
fallen foul of the weather, spectators at both
Keighley and Hunslet had to cope with misty
conditions which can’t have made for easy
viewing. An argument against winter rugby
here?

Over on Humberside Doncaster gave
Hull K.R. a thorough going over. St. John
Ellis moved Paul Mansson to loose-forward
thus allowing Craig Weston to revert to
stand-off. With Peter Edwards at hooker and
Latham Tawhai at scrum-half this game gave
the Dragons a lethal midfield quartet and it
was that man Tawhai who did the damage
with two tries and a hand in all the others.

In midweek, meanwhile, Whitehaven got
off the mark with a 28-4 victory against

Chorley, juggernaut prop David Fatialofa
proving too big and strong for the Lynx to
handle.

With the entire NFP programme wiped
out by the weather last week attention turns
this week to the Silk Cut Challenge Cup.
Generally speaking one would expect the
NFP clubs, especially with home advantage,
to come out on top but given the strength of
amateur football these days an odd surprise
is always possible. So who are the likely
candidates? Oldham St. Anne's will
undoubtedly put up a good show at
Whitehaven but although it could be close |
would expect the professionals to win. To me
those most in danger are York Wasps (v
Oulton Raiders), the Wakefield based
amateurs being in red hot form at the
moment, as Saddleworth Rangers found out
to their cost recently. Then there is Wigan St.
Jude’s at Gateshead, a real test for the
Thunder this one; and Woolston Rovers at
Chorley where any complacency on the part
of the Lynx will undoubtedly be punished.
Meanwhile the plum tie of the round is Hull
K.R. versus Toulouse Spacers where the
Robins will definitely have to hit top gear if
they are to deny one of France’s finest.

On the news front Batley coach Jon
Sharp has resigned to become assistant
coach to Tony Smith at Huddersfield Giants.
Although he goes with the club’s blessing,
Sharp’s loss will be a big blow to the
Bulldogs.

Strangest event of the last fortnight has
been the signing of Hunslet coach David
Plange to the Leeds Rhino’s coaching staff.
Plange himself is delighted but to us cynics
we always wonder about the Hetherington
hidden agenda. Meanwhile the Hawks have
taken Lee Maher on loan from Keighley.

Elsewhere Whitehaven have signed
local amateurs Marc Jackson, Phil Sherwen
and lan Devlin; Gateshead have added local
lads Richard Spence, Gareth Barron and
Steve Bradley to their register; York have
signed Darren Coake from Conference side
York Acorn; and Keighley have snapped up
21 year old Oldhamer Dave Best.

GC
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QUEENSBURY ARLFC

ESTABLISHED 1937. During the 1940s and ‘50s
Queensbury were one of the strongest clubs in Yorkshire,
being the first Bradford and District Club to reach the
Yorkshire Cup Final in 1955 when the team finished
runners up to Lock Lane of Castleford in a game played at
Thrum Hall, Halifax.

The 1960s proved to be lean years when several
times the club almost folded. Then, in 1968 present day
rugby secretary Brian Holdsworth was co-opted onto the
committee and started an under 18 team. He had the good
fortune to inherit an almost full Bradford Northern colts
team of players who were not retained by the senior club.
This proved to be the turning point of the clubs fortunes.
Among the players was a lad called Peter Craven who
eventually took over the reins and from that day on the club
has never looked back. The club is now run very efficiently
with present day Treasurer Andy Thornton to the fore.

Over the years the club has produced several players
for the professional ranks, none more so than present day
Bradford Bulls star Leon Pryce. His relative Geoff Pryce
had ten years at York, while today's coach Bazil Richards
came through the club juniors achieving county and
international honours before signing for Warrington, then
Huddersfield and finishing at Doncaster. No less than 11
players in today's team are junior products of the club
which can boast two open age teams and eight teams in
the junior sections. It is pleasing to know that all the hard
work over the years by people too numerous to mention is
now paying dividends.

STEVEN EYLES (Beer pump fitter for Carlsberg)

Steven came up through the club juniors as a winger, but
after a reshuffle because of injuries moved to full back and
made the position his own.

JASON PELL (Self employed electrician)

Jason joined the club from Wibsey Sedberg Rugby League
Club (now defunct). He won his place after outstanding
games in the ‘A’ team.

TREVOR STEAD (Engineering production manager)
Trevor is one of the longest serving players in the team,
coming up through the club juniors. He was last season’s
first team player of the year award winner, and a try scorer
in the first round against Charleston Knights (Hull). Has
represented Bradford in the inter-town competition.

LEE BARON (Tax Inspector)

Lee is another player who joined the club from Wibsey
Sedberg. Has represented Great Britain Social Services
team against the armed forces. He is the team’s reserve
goal kicker.

ANDREW BARRACLOUGH (A fraud analyst)

Andrew - ‘Bazz’ to his team mates - is another club junior
who has earned his place on the wing. He is equally as
effective at full back.

JOHNNY FEATHER (IT officer - computers)

Johnny is having his debut season in open age and is
steadily making a good job of it. His kicking game was one
of the main factors in the defeat of Charlston Knights.
CARL SMITH (White collar worker)

Carl, son of local bookmaker Peter, who wore the No. 7
shirt in the 1980s with great success, was the winner of the
M.O.M. Medallion in the previous round at Walney Central
to go with the other two he has won in previous seasons.
Queensbury believe they have got one of the best scrum
halves outside the professional game.

ANDREW CANNON (Electrician)

Andy, along with his brother Chris (both nicknamed
‘Burger’ for obvious reason) is also sampling his first
season in the open age. Son of club vice chairman Paul,
this game should be a great experience for him if selected.
STEPHEN SENIOR (Bradford & Bingley employee)
Stephen is another club junior and younger brother of team
mate and blind side prop Andrew. They are another two
following in dad Alan's footsteps, who propped in the
1980s, also with great success. Stephen, along with
girlfriend Sharon, compile the club programme).

ANDREW SENIOR (Electrician)

Andy - ‘Soggy' to his team mates - is yet another ex-junior
and was the mascot for the 1st team in the 80s. He was
then signed up by Keighley Cougars but returned to the
club when he became surplus to requirements under new
coach Lee Crooks. Their loss is our gain.

NATHAN VARLEY (Managing Director sheet metal business)
Nathan is returning to Oldham after being a player here
last season. After non renewal of his contract he rejoined
the club where he started. He has been elected captain for
the day today. Renowned for his workrate and tackling.
MATTHEW GALTRESS (Builder self employed)

‘Gally’ is the son of retired senior referee Brian Galtress.
After coming through the juniors was signed by Keighley,
but returned to the club via Dudley Hill. He missed the
previous round at Walney Central because he was on the
verge of being a father.

LEE CHARLTON (Salesman)

‘Chazz’ has divided his time between loose-forward and
stand-off with equal effect. His two tries in the first round
against Charleston Knights earned him the man of the
match award. Dare we say another club junior?

MARTIN POTTS (Retired stuntman)

‘Pottsy’, an ex professional with Bradford, joined the club
from local rivals Clayton. He understudied Keith Mumby at
Bradford in the late 1980s. His vast experience is
appreciated among the young players in the team.

CRAIG WINNARD (Pharmaceutical Distributor)

Craig wants it to be known he is not to be confused with a
drug pusher! Craig is the only Lancashire lad in the team
having been born in Chorley. He came to live in the
Queensbury area because of his work. He previously had a
short stint with Wigan St. Patricks.

GARY PRENTICE (Sheet metal worker)

‘Gazza' is another long serving member of the club over 10
years, last year winning the Pennine League Premier
Division player of the the year award. Brother of club
chairman Mark, he is noted for his tremendous work rate.
DARREN WILKINSON (Student)

‘Popsy’ to his team mates Darren is another player for
whom today's game will be a great experience if selected.
Not lacking in size and ability he is a great prospect.

IAN THORPE (Fork Lift Truck Driver)

‘Morley’ or ‘Rhubarb’ to his mates lan gets through a lot of
work in defence and is very reliable. A big Halifax Blue Sox
supporter. Bless him!

MARK CRAFT (Heating Engineer)

‘Crafty’s’ first team appearances have been limited due to
his job travelling around the country. Nevertheless he is a
valuable player on the bench and can come on and play
any position you ask him to.

Club Coach: Bazil Richards

Physio’s: Rory and Caroline Grayson

Colours: Blue & White
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. . . with Brian Walker

This article appeared recently in the business pages of the Manchester Evening News. Not the
first insolvency practice with rugby league experience! Good Luck to Bernard in his ‘retirement’.

PROFESSIONALS

7

A RUGBY League legend
| is poised to blow the
whistle on his career as
an insolvency specialist.

Bernard Ganley was
a record breaking full back
for Oldham and Great
Britain in a career which
spanned more than a
decade.

He signed for the
Lancashire club as a teenager in 1950 and
went on to set a host of records between 1951
and 1961.

Ganley the Boot, as he was known,
landed 1,365 career goals including 200 during
the 1957-58 season.

In 1959 he kicked 14 in a match against
Liverpool City, which has never been bettered
by an Oldham player.

He starred in a terrific Oldham side in the
mid and late 50's and collected a
Championship winners’ medal in 1957
following victory over Hull at Bradford.

Bernard is one of only 10 players to be
given a place in Oldham’s Hall of Fame, and is
still a revered figure in the town.

Unusually for Rugby League players of his
time, he attended university.

While his contemporaries were working
down the pit or labouring on building sites,
Bernard was studying to become a chartered
accountant.

When he finished playing, he became a
respected TV and radio sports presenter for

the BBC. e

Bernard today

! JWSEME'SS

Manchester
EveningNews
GANLEY THE BooT Scores FINAL GoaAL WiTH MERGER

Now, he has merged his Golborne-based
firm WB Ganley and Co with Kay Chartered
Accountants, of Northwich, to form Ganley Burt
Insolvency Services, which specialises in
business recovery and rescue.

Bernard said today: “It has a separate
name, but is part of Kay’s. | am acting as a
consultant while Laurence Burt from Kay’s is
the senior partner.

“l have decided it is time for me to wind
down”

Laurence said the merger would enhance
the range of services to professional advisers,
company directors and individuals.

“We have been in discussion for some
time about the possibility of further developing
the breadth and depth of the services that we
both offer, with a view to creating a single
business that deals with all aspects of
insolvency and corporate recovery.”

Bernard accepts the 1957 Championship trophy

after Oldham'’s victory over Hull at Bradford.
N J

S S

GOOD TO see such a magnificent turnout at the
Leigh game of our former stars of the 50's and 60’s
supporting Frank Stirrup’s inauguration into the J.
W. Lees Hall of Fame. After the game John
Donovan, Trevor Simms and Vince Nestor were
kept amused by former team mate Len Mcintyre
recalling what to him was the most famous drop
goal of all time, of course referring to his timely
effort at Headingley that gained us a replay in the
1964 Challenge Cup semi against Hull KR. |
couldn’t bring myself to tell them that after a lot of
digging | have unearthed the original Grandstand
recording (Eddie Waring and all) but am | having

trouble wrestling a copy from the Beeb! Ironic that
without my effort they would never have known
they had it!

L X X X

OLDHAM Council are almost there with the road
improvements and subsequent upgrading of the
small park at the junction of Watersheddings St.
Counthill Rd and Ripponden Rd (it's taken almost 3
years!) and the unveiling of the blue plaque to
commemorate one of the most famous rugby
grounds in the world will now be in the early spring.
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Cook(e)ing up a storm

WHEN South Sydney were over | went to
watch their match at Hilton Park. During
the game there were three or four major
brawls. At Boundary Park two weeks ago
there were two brawls. A Swinton follower
writing to League Express complained
about a serious brawl in the Lions game
with Leigh at Gigg Lane. Leigh supporters
don’t seem averse to a bit of a dust up
either.

Now as a team which can play some
spectacular rugby, Leigh are second to
none. So when an occasional incident
occurs between two players (as it will in a
fierce contact sport like Rugby.League
from time to time) do we really need every
player on the park sprinting to get
involved? Certainly the officials can’t be
expected to differentiate easily between
those wanting to fight and those (if any)
wanting to separate the combatants.

One of the classic moments of Rugby
League which has always stayed with me
was the sight of Halifax captain John
Burnett sitting down fifty yards from the
action while a mass brawl took place
between Halifax and St. Helens players in
the 1966 Championship Final at Station
Road, Swinton. And I've always thought
what a sensible chap he was. And just in
case you think Burnett lacked courage

there was one occasion at Keighley when
Halifax finished with ten men due to
injuries (no substitutes in those days) and
Burnett returned to the field three times
after dislocating his shoulder to head his
men to victory. Now if that had taken place
in a Test Match just think what that would
have done for his reputation.

Johnny Freeman (not noted for loss of temper) sticks
one on Tony Barrow in the Halifax - St. Helens 1966
braw!

Dear Sir,

| am writing to congratulate you on the quality of the programme you produced for
yesterday's game at Boundary Park. It was very good value, well produced with several really

good articles — a good read!

Incidentally, at Spotland two years ago when Oldham entertained Leigh, | thought the

programme was equally good. | remarked on this to my friend from Leigh, something like, “this
is a good programme, Leigh’s could be like this.” It just so happened that he had just taken over
editing the Leigh programme so the reply was, “put your pen where your mouth is and write me
an article.”

Since then I've written a few articles for the Leigh programme, so look what you've started!

Irrespective of Yesterday’s result which didn’t do justice to Oldham, there have been some
great Leigh v Oldham occasions in the past. Isn't it stupid that we only play each other once this
year. This should be organised better than that!

Best wishes
Brian Wood
It's nice to be appreciated, so thanks to Brian. I'm sure we all agree with his closing remark.

Incidentally the Leigh programme is a good one as are several others in the N.F.P. More of that
another time.
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HOME SHIRT SPONS
F OLDHAM R.L.F.C.

A FIXTURE NOT TO BE MISSED

1rip and slip injuries
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road traffic accidents could be entitled to compensation.
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......lan Sinfield

Q. How did your Rugby career start and when?

| played as a boy with Waterhead then known as
Oldham Juniors, with Paul Sculthorpe, lan Knox and
Paul Highton. We were all mates and enjoyed training,
playing matches and going to Watersheddings to watch
Oldham Rugby. When | was about 14 years old Peter
Burns encouraged me to start weight training: he sorted
out a personal training programme for me and gave me
the responsibility for my own general fitness. As a result
my game improved, | was more confident and was soon
playing for Lancashire and then Great Britain.

ry g gory
‘immediately started bringing older, more experienced

players to the club, in an effort to get back into Super
League. As a consequence the younger players were
‘put on the back burner’ so to speak and started to drift
away.

Q. What about your short career playing in France?

It was a ‘real’ experience, because | was a full time
player but | was very much left to my own devices, | went
to the gym to keep my fitness levels up and | trained
twice weekly with the club. Then, on the day of the
game, all the team met for lunch and talked tactics. We
had a three course lunch only a few hours before the
game!

The games in France were hard, rough and tough
and the refereeing was pretty dismal. Never the less |
met some great guys, | learned a bit of the language and
did some sightseeing, so it definitely was not time
wasted.

Q. Any players you admire?

| have always admired Ellery Hanley as a player,
his skills, strength, fitness, athletism and dedication to
the game are legendary and set a good example to
younger players. As an opponent | do not think | have
ever played against anyone as hard, strong and tough
as Brendon Tuuta, from Featherstone. What a player!
Q. What are your personal ambitions?

| feel honoured and pleased to be playing for my
home town club: the lads in the squad are great and we
have tremendous team spirit.

It would be great to get to the Grand Final with
Oldham and having a coach like Mike Ford gives us a
load of confidence. His preparations are excellent.

On a more personal level | now live locally with my
girl friend. A while ago we holidayed at Cancun in Mexico
and I'd recommend that to anyone. In the future | would
really like to go to Australia for a long holiday, and more
especially if it could be arranged at the same time the
Great Britain squad are there on an Ashes tour,
preferably with my brother Kevin in the squad. Now that
would be brilliant.
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IVA’S JUST OBTAINED A SECRET DOCUMENT FROM THE
RED HALL BINMAN . .

MRrs McCaALLuM’s DIARY

JULY

Greg came home in a real fluster: something
to do with Martin Pearson’s testosterone level. |
thought he must be on that Viagra but Greg said
something about Ecstasy. | thought the two are
probably connected, but | decided to keep that
thought to myself. Greg kept saying he couldn’t
see why players don’t stick to ten pints of lager
like they used to; after all these . . . . ines’, “. . ..
aines’, . ... oids', *. . . . etics’and ‘. . . . olics’ are
what you buy at the Chemist before a holiday in
Mozambique aren’t they?

AUGUST

That Huddersfield-Sheffield team have lost
£1m, Greg says Super League had already given
them a million, so that’s two million down the
drain. Apparently the phone bill is horrendous: the
Chairman keep ringing 09068 444444 to speak to
somebody called Tarrant.

Peter Deakin’s gone over to the other side.
Again! Greg says at least they have the right name,
Sale. All shoddy goods bought in at knockdown
prices presented to the punters as something
they’re not!

SEPTEMBER

Super League says Australian coaches can’t
have a job in England unless they’ve already been
a Head Coach Down Under. Greg says it's a good
job the rule doesn’t apply to Directors of Rugby.
However, if you have a British grandad you can get
round it. Trouble is if you can prove your
grandad’s British you might find out what he got
convicted for in the first place!

Those fuel protesters gave Greg an idea: he
thought we could stand outside Red Hall to see if
we could make the R.F.L. bring Super League into
line like the protestors did with the government. |
told him not to be such a fool because no-one
would ever make Super League see sense.

OCTOBER
Rugby League is dead. At least the Daily Mail
and the Times think it is. It's all the fault of that

AT S .

Jason Robinson. Apparently Sale have signed him
as their line-out jumper. That’s because he’s the
smallest man they could get and you can throw
him higher into the air than anyone else.

Leeds Rhinos nearly got slapped with a racial
discrimination case. It seems somebody called
Barrie McDermott a ‘big Irish jessie’. Luckily Barrie
has always admired Jesse James since he went to
the threepenny rush at the Roxy as a boy so he
didn’t follow things up when Gary Hetherington
told him it was a compliment. Greg said Gary’s
sigh of relief could be heard over in Wigan.

NOVEMBER

It won't stop raining. Greg says its something
to do with EI Nino. | thought he played stand-off
for Parramatta. Anyway it's not helped the World
Cup because all the media keep showing pictures
of empty seats. No-one’s bothered to point out
that when the roof leaks in Cardiff you do the
sensible thing and clear off to the bar.

Greg can’t work out how the New Zealanders
couldn’t tell the difference in the Final between a
big black man on one wing and a little bleached
blond white man on the other. He thought it might
have something to do with Kiwis and All Blacks.

DECEMBER

Greg’s fuming at that Chris Caisley. It seems
he thinks club rugby is the be-all and end-all.
That's why Bradford are going to play Leeds once
a fortnight next season. And he wants to draw
them in the Cup as well! He had a row with that
Martyn Sadler because he thought a pornography
baron had bought League Express. Greg had to
point out that was the Daily Express and that when
Andy Farrell was photographed getting out of the
bath at Wigan he had his towel with him.

We went back to Oz for Christmas but Greg
never spoke to me once on the flight over. He was
too busy reading some papers to do with a player
from Leigh who seemed to have signed a contract
with every club in Super League. | know Leigh’s
not a very nice place, but that seems a hell of a
complicated way to get away from it!
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FrRank’s Bic DAy

THE inclusion of Frank
Stirrup and Herman Hilton
into the J. W. Lees Oldham
Rugby League Hall of Fame
attracted over 40 former
players from the 50s and
60s period. Indeed a high
mark of support for their
former playing and
coaching colleague Frank
on his big day. It was
gratifying too for the club
and organisers to later
receive several letters of
‘ihanks from our guests and
1 Thought all our supporters
would like to share
particularly in the letter
received from former star
forward Sid Little.

BW

Sid Little

S ldney D. Little os, msr avior e,
Adcw 4"'0""— )

I write to thank you and the Oldham Rugby League Football Club
for the invitation to Boundary Park on Sunday. It must be over forty five
years since I last visited Boundary Park. Roads and buildings have
changed so I appreciated your directions.

I certainly enjoyed the game. The result was disappointing but both
teams played well on a very hard pitch on a bitingly cold day. Oldham’s
current squad might not yet measure up to our team in the 1950’s but the
foundations are surely in place and the soccer ground and facilities
seemed excellent. The Oldham supporters were as enthusiastic and
knowledgeable as ever - some remembering match details and what might
have been against Leigh that T have tried years to forget!

The pub next door was also impressive but, having to drive back to
the Midlands I did not enjoy the tonic water which the young lady behind
the bar tried so hard to make appropriate for the occasion.

It was also enjoyable to meet so many old friends, a few of the
remaining old team-mates and to see Frank join the Club’s ‘Hall of
Fame’. Frank, as most now accept, was the innovator of so many
deceptive set pieces - and their dummies within the game. Not all of them
worked but those that moved from the Watersheddings training sessions
to the match regularly led directly or indirectly to a score.

The print you kindly presented was the subject of some interesting
comments down here. Most expressed disbelief at my head of hair, I told
them with tongue in cheek that it was the payment I promised to the artist
coupled with the lack of exposure to Oldham Brewery’s bitter that caused
the loss and change in colour.

Thank you all again for a most enjoyable day and I wish the Club
every success with its plans for the future.

L\CL @,,r @t\ml/;
i5"
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. . . with Dave Roberts
Haypn WALKER = ‘A’ TEam COACH

How did you become involved with Oldham?
It happened just after the Student World Cup. Mike spoke to me and later asked me if |
would be interested in coaching the Alliance team.

What is your RL background?
| worked as full time Development Officer for Hemel Hempstead, and | also did work for
the Student World Cup.

How did you find Oldham’s Alliance set up?

The thing that struck me was that attitudes needed to change and things had to be more
professional. As things turned out we just missed a play-off place in my first season.

This season we have won two and lost two, but it is all about player development and
getting lads ready to step up to the first team — take a look at lan Sinfield as an example.

What is your least favourite ground?
Hilton Park (Leigh). There is nothing good in Leigh, and the only good thing to come out
of Leigh is the road to Wigan.

Who is the best player you have coached?
| have been very lucky, | coached the NW Counties U15's for seven years; so | have
coached a lot of great players, but to pick one it would have to be Andy Farrell.

Ve

School time at Central Park - a special ten week rugby league course for the cream of junior talent was run by
Haydn for youngsters aged between thirteen and fifteen.

BLAINEY’S BAKERS

High Class Bakers and Confectioners
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Amateur Album

eeeeee...WITH DON YATES

|

THIS afternoon Oldham become the
fourth local club to enter the Silk Cut
Challenge Cup. Two of the three other
clubs, Saddleworth Rangers and
Waterhead, have already fallen by the
way side but St. Anne’s still survive and
today they make the unenviable trip to
Whitehaven.

Accompanying them
will be a familiar character
in local rugby circles,
physiotherapist John |
Watkins, who has been
involved in many cup
campaigns with the former
Oldham club.

John played soccer
and cricket in his younger
days but has always
watched and enjoyed his
rugby league. In the early |
eighties he accepted an |
invitation by Brian Churm |
to help out with the
preparation of the Oldham
‘A’ team. He quickly got
involved in the backroom
activities up at Watersheddings, picking
up skills of strapping joints and
physiotherapy from the likes of Frank
Navesy, Alan Bonnelle and Nick Hodgson.
He was also involved in the commercial
side of activities, launching the lucrative
Lifeline Society with Ray Hill and John
Cogger. They were happy times at
Oldham where John built up lifelong
friendships with many of the Oldham
personalities of that era. He was heavily
involved with the Oldham ‘“A’ team in
1993-4 when they completed the season
undefeated and hes describes his
association with coach Shane Tupaea as
‘something special’.

When the old club folded, John was
obviously disappointed, and even more

disappointed when the current club failed
to take him, and his vast experience, on
board as the new club was launched. But
he bears no grudges, “lIt was a new
beginning. A fresh start and | understand
where they were coming from’.

One day he was watching a match at
Higginshaw Road when Saints’ president
Billy Herron asked him to join the St.
Anne’s backroom staff. John agreed and it
was the start of a new, exciting adventure.
John admits to be pleasantly surprised by
the standard of competition in the National
Conference League. ‘It really is superb’,
he said, ‘both the playing and coaching
side’. He has much admiration for current
St. Anne’s coach Shaun Gartland who he
worked with at academy level with
Oldham. ‘He has lots of good ideas and,
quietly, he is doing a great job especially
following in the successful footsteps of
Chris Deakin’. John is lavish in his praise
of Chris Deakin but the coach who has
impressed him most is current Keighley
boss Steve Deakin. ‘He is the best British
coach in the game’, said John. ‘His help
last season was instrumental in the defeat
of Batley and the good showing Saints put
up at Castleford’. Hopefully, it will pay off
again up at Whitehaven this afternoon.

Editor’s note:- In 1998 | was in Barbados
for the West Indies v England Test Match.
Now, there is precisely one Fish and Chip
Shop on Barbados and having had a good
lunch this particular day we decided to
see what a West Indian fish supper was
like. On entering the premises there were
two people waiting to be served. You've
guessed it, one was John Watkins and the
other Dave Whitehead. wouldn’t you just
know that two Oldham lads would find the
chippy? Incidentally the menu was Flying
Fish or Red Snapper (battered of course)
Chips and mushy peas. Not bad, eh?
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CLUB MERCHANDISE

All new stock has now arrived:-

Home & AwAY REPLICA SHIRTS
FLEECES - SWEATSHIRTS
BaseBALL CAPS
FLAGS AND CAR FLAGS
HaTts - wigs

Plus

ENGLAND * IRELAND * SCOTLAND * WALES
NEW ZEALAND * AUSTRALIA SHIRTS
AND LOTS OF INTERNATIONAL STOCK

Call 0161 627 2141

NEXT MATCHES AT BOUNDARY PARK

Tuesday 30th January
v CHORLEY LYNX
KO 7.30pM

Sunday 4th February
VvV WHITEHAVEN
KO 3.00rM

WHY NOT TREAT YOURSELF, FAMILY OR FRIENDS?
YOU CAN BOOK A FOUR COURSE MEAL AND A BOX
ON THE BROADWAY SIDE OF THE GROUND FOR ONLY
£20 PER PERSON AT EITHER OF THE ABOVE GAMES.

GO ON, SPOIL YOURSELF!

o,
0'0

SATURDAY YANKEE
AGENTS WANTED FOR ALL AREAS
EARN GOOD COMMISSION
Contact Haydn Walker on

Featherstone --

Gateshead
Hull KR
Hunslet

Keighley
Leigh
OLDHAM
Rochdale
Sheffield

Swinton -
Whitehaven - 284
wores [ T

Workington
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... with Simon Winnard

In the context of new RL Stadia springing up
over the next couple of years in places such
as Warrington, Salford and Hull, where does
this leave the Roughyed faithful in their long
running saga to find a similar facility ? Sadly
the answer is firmly in the dark once again.

Whilst all has gone strangely quiet in
respect of the proposed re-development of
Boundary Park, had a change in local
authority control not taken place back in May
of last year, work on a brand new stadium
would have been well under way by now. The
immediate scrapping of the Sportspark 2000
plan and subsequent decision to redevelop
Boundary Park saw years of work towards
building a state of the art stadium abandoned
almost overnight.

Following the initial announcement of
The Oldham Stadium, it would appear that a
Stadium for all Oldham has once again failed
to materialise. Following an initial letter to the
editor of the Chronicle last week, the paper
reported that the Stadium Company has
amazingly not even been formed yet. We are
now a whole eight months following the much
publicised initial announcement and this
represents a ridiculous state of affairs. If this
is the length of time needed to merely set up
the company, how long before any real
development takes place ?

Interestingly, my column notes from last
June read as follows, “I'm sure | can be
forgiven for demonstrating a little scepticism
here. Should this development ever
materialise, and on that issue | have very
serious doubts, it is quite clearly far too early
at present to offer premature, misplaced
enthusiasm until the facts are clearly and
publicly presented..we have been down this
road too often before. Whilst the previous
local council administration was much
maligned for lack of communication with the
community it serves, a disappointing mixture
of what appears to be apathetic inactivity and
unnerving silence prevails.”

However, let's assume that this
development does eventually get off the
ground. What does appear obvious is that
there is only a need for a scaled down version
of the stadium in the present sporting climate.

Latics attendances at the foot of the old third
division this season have averaged just 4,715
with a recent home game versus Colchester
only just breaking the 4,000 mark. Indeed,
Wigan Athletic have only attracted an average
of 6,300 to the magnificent JJB Stadium
despite pushing for promotion from the very
same division. On the RL side of things,
should the Roughyeds achieve their goal of
reaching a top four driven Super League they
can expect attendances at best approaching
those of Halifax, Salford or Wakefield.
Therefore a 10,000 seat capacity would easily
suffice for both clubs. :

Of more immediate concern however is
the short term future for the Roughyeds. As |
understand it, once formed the Roughyeds
will be leasing directly from the joint Stadium
company and not sub-leasing from Latics as
has been the case to date. At present the
football club continues to rent Boundary Park
for £20,000 a month and retains responsibility
for the maintenance of the pitch and facilities.

Does this therefore mean that the
Roughyeds will not now face a similar
untimely eviction to last year as their season
reaches its crucial climax ?

Given the present state of the Boundary
Park pitch, it seems inevitable that further
major work will be needed on the pitch at
some stage towards to the end of the season.
Last year, after some initial disgruntlement,
Roughyed'’s officials reluctantly accepted that
they would have to vacate Boundary Park
earlier than planned. Despite Latics serious
concerns about the state of the pitch they
continued to allow schools finals to be played
whilst insisting that the Roughyeds vacated
for the remainder of the season. Latics then
arranged a pre-season home friendly versus
Leeds which, had this not taken place, surely
could have allowed the Rugby League club to
satisfy the remainder of its fixtures whilst
allowing enough time for the remedial work
needed on the surface. The poor state of the
pitch, the likelihood of the Roughyeds
involvement in the play-offs and both clubs
historically uneasy relationship implies a short
to mid-term uncertainty which needs to be
resolved, and sooner rather than later.
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Marshall
Pumps - New & used car sales

e Service & repairs
As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise

Member of the
c}S\q\\amom RSO
{pda’
& OF GRERT anﬂ\"“\
Certificate No. 910554 ) SADDLEWORTH
Ao MOTOR CO
Marshall Pump Systems Limited, HIGH STREET.
Rhodes Bank - Oldham - OL1 1UA UPPERMILL OLD"'AM
Tel: 0161 678 6111 - Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales) 2
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: info@marshallpumps.co.uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

N\ PILGRIM
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Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

w.pilgrim-international.co.uk

61 624 8005
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LA&W :‘E)I:(;ELI:ME :.‘I::;“S SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD
Established 1947 OLDHAM

Home of the Little Pickle & Spice Co.
Plumbers ¢ Electricians
Heating Engineering
Security Systems

Tel/Fax 0161 627 2027
email: pickles@talk21.com

176 OLDHAM ROAD, SPRINGHEAD, OLDHAM OL4 5SJ
TeL 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798
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ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Business & OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
in Oldham & Tameside

Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation problems contact:

Hyde — Stephen Howard 0161 - 366 6535

Ashton — John Mills

0161 - 339 6140

Oldham — David Savidge 0161 - 624 2550
Failsworth — Peter Scholes0161 - 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

AMH

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 AMH

Amega
Labels Ltd

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

]

Shaw Street
Oldham OL1 3RR

Tel 0161 785 0813
Fax 0161 624 6507

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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ON THis DAy . ..
Don Yates looks back to January 28th yesteryear

MATCHES at this time of year are frequently
affected by the wintry weather, not that | am
an opponent of winter rugby, quite the
opposite, but six years ago, Saturday 28th
January, 1995, was one such wintry
matchday. the third round of the National
Amateur Cup was scheduled for that day
featuring sixty ties including Queensbury’s
home match against Sowerby Bridge Robins.
As event turned out only five cup-ties went
ahead as scheduled but when Queensbury
eventually met the Robins, two weeks later,
they ran out winners 18-8.

One match which did go ahead on that
day, Saturday 28th January 1995, was the
Alliance match between Oldham ‘A’ and
Featherstone ‘A’ which, rather surprisingly,
was played up at Watersheddings. Oldham
won 42-12 with one of their eight tries coming
from substitute forward Craig Richards, the
former Queensbury junior who spent four
years with the Roughyeds.

Heavy snow also disrupted the
programme twelve months later, on Sunday
28th January 1996, when only three fourth
round Silk Cut Challenge Cup ties were
staged although, as usual, several players
well known in this town were involved in those
ties. The former Waterhead second-rower Roy
Jewitt and current Higginshaw coach Ray
Ashton were included in the Bramley side
which lost 74-12 at Wigan. Current Rochdale
Hornets coach Martin Hall landed five goals
for the pie-eaters in that match. The
Featherstone Rovers team which lost 35-12 at
Salford included former St. Anne’s prop Steve
Molloy and second-row forward Joe Nadiole,
currently starring for Shaw Rhinos. Another
former Shaw player, prop Bob Marsden was in
the Huddersfield team which lost 35-14 at
home to Sheffield Eagles. Also included in the
Fartown pack that day was second-rower
Basil Richards, brother of Craig, and another
former Queensbury star.

Probably the most famous product of the
Queensbury club still currently involved in the
game is the Bradford Bulls head coach Brian

Noble. He won numerous honours as a player
with Bradford, including skipper of the 1984
llons in Australasia. Eleven years ago, on
Sunday 28th January 1990, Noble was a
member of the Bradford Northern team which
won 22-12 at Runcorn Highfield in a first round
Silk Cut Challenge Cup-tie. Noble actually
played prop in that match because Glenn
Baraclough was hooking, and he had an
extended run in that position before returning
to the hooking role.

On that same
afternoon, Sunday 29th
January 1990, Oldham
defeated Workington
Town by 30 points to
eight at the same
stage of the same
competition. Centre

Mike Ford

John Henderson
crossed for a hattrick of
tries in that match and
there were also strong
performances from a
i couple of our other
senior players, scrum-
half Mike Ford and prop
Leo Casey.

It was on this day in 1998, Wednesday
28th January, that Oldham signed the former
Queensbury back-row forward Nathan Varley
from Bradford Bulls. Whilst with the
Roughyeds, Varley proved to be a willing
worker who always played well above his
weight. Unfortunately he suffered more than
most with injuries and these restricted his
number of first team appearance. Varley
played 32 matches for the Roughyeds and
scored one try before returning to
Queensbury. He will certainly be ‘up for it' on
his return to Boundary Park this afternoon.

Leo Casey
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Fixtures

Date Opponent Result Att
DECEMBER F-A

3 Barrow 28-16 1,294
10 CHORLEY H P

17 Workington 22-6 1,295
24 Rochdale 10-6 3402
JANUARY

1  WIDNES 20-12 3471
7

14  LEIGH 18-44 4,747
21 Swinton ASSRP

28  Queensbury (SCCCR3) H

FEBRUARY

4 WHITEHAVEN H

11 Silk Cut Challenge Cup

18 GATESHEAD H

25  Silk Cut Challenge Cup
MARCH

4 HUNSLET

11 Dewsbury

18 SHEFFIELD

25  Featherstone

APRIL

1 York

8  BATLEY

13 ROCHDALE

16 Widnes

22  Batley

29  KEIGHLEY

MAY

6 BARROW

13 Chorley

20 WORKINGTON

27  DONCASTER

JUNE

3 Gateshead

10 SWINTON

17 Whitehaven

24 Keighley

JuLy

1 HullKR A

= X > =X = > > X X > > X >

> > T >

Sponsors

Silk Cup Challenge Cup

APPEARANCES &
ScoRrEeERs 2000-01

PLAYER ApPEARANCES SusTITUTIONS TRIES GoALs  Drop GoAts PoINTS
M. Sigson 5 2 8
D. Cross 4 2 8
J. McNicHoLAs 1

A. GiBBONS 5 1 4
P. RicH 6 18 36
W. BARROW 2

D. Lacey 4 1 4
D. GiBons 6 2 8
N. Ropen 6 3 3 15
A. PROCTOR ) 1 4
J. HoueH 6 2 8
J. CLeca 2 4

L. Casey 4 2

P. FARRELL 6

P. NorTon 5

S. McMenemy 1

|. SINFIELD 5 1

G. BARBER 1 1 4
M. Forp 5 1 1
D. Guest 6

C. FARRELL 4

D.ArNOLD 3 3 12
K. Mannion 2 1

OLoHam RLFC FULLY SUPPORT THE LET'S
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY. LEAGUE CAMPAIGN
AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL
ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLACE IN OUR GAME
AND  RACIST CHANTS ARE  TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE.
ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME.

IMmPORTANT NOTICE
BOUNDARY PARK IS FITTED WITH AN EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM (LOCAL HIGH PiTcH, Two
TONE SIGNAL). IF YOU SHOULD HEAR THE SIGNAL PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO THE
INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN. A TEST OF THE ALERT SYSTEM WILL BE MADE PRIOR TO EACH GAME,
TWENTY MINUTES PRIOR TO THE KICK-OFF TIME, FOLLOWED BY THE WORDS:
“THIS IS A TEST OF THE BOUNDARY PARK ALERT SYSTEM”
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NEIL
GIBBISON

—————~——BDS VU Manc

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HY

Tel 01457 872108

If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank., convert

¥¥¢ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF SCHOOL
UNIFORM AT BEST PRICES

Personal Service Guaranteed
Mail Order & Delivery Service
Available

o

PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE
93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7]J

Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 HR ANSWERPHONE
e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net
e.mail: g.cooke@cwctv.net

EASY PARKING - VISA - MASTERCARD * SWITCH -
DELTA - SOLO * AMEX

Moorside

Metal Products
Limited
STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS

Highfield Street
Oldham, OL9 6DT

Telephone 0161 624 3303

Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, gas and
water industries. Manufacturers
of all types of process plants
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Increase your performance
to an all time best

No matter what position you play, supplements can play a key role in your quest for increasing
your performance, whether it is endurance, stamina, energy or increased power & strength.

Every time you train hard, you place your body under immense stress, break down precious muscle
tissue and use up valuable energy and nutrient stores. If these vital nutrients are not replaced quickly,
your body will become more susceptible to over training, burn-out, injuries, colds and flu, not forgetting
general fatigue, loss of motivation and performance.

By replacing these lost nutrients your body uses during intense training and supporting your body's
recovery process, you can avoid many of the problems players take for granted, such as over fraining
and injuries. More importantly you can expect a dramatic increase in performance, well being,
health and reduced stress at home and work.

8
VANILLA

RIBOMAXI

The Ultimate *All in One’ Formala

VIPERG-e

5 TRt s s
N e o e o g b

Adven®

Mﬂmu;cﬂ

www.maximuscle.com

MAXIMUSCLE

Sports nutrition at its best

Contact Maximuscle today for your

~——=N\  FREE lour cata
‘10C allowed’ guarantee (@5@ Tipass col oo
All Maximuscle ‘IOC allowed 40 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park
supplements are tested to ensure they Watford ¥
do not contain any banned substances. WD18 8JZ
Using Maximuscle supplements correctly Tel: 01923 650600 Fax: 01923 229339
and as instructed, will not result in a

positive reading. Proof can be provided Visit the best nutrition site on the web:
for all athletes, coaches, etc... www.maximuscle.com

Maximuscle Limited:



HAYNESWOOD

Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office: USA Office:
St John's Mill Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
113 St John Street, Lees, 1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,
Oldham OL4 3DJ, England. Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337 Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367 Fax: +1 831462 3583
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for
local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers

.2 Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OL8 1QL

Oronam CHAMBER Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

ALTOGETHER
A GREAT
PLACE TO

: 2l ALTOGETHER, A GREAT PLACE TO BE
: A I &l 18 YORKSHIRE STREET OLDHAM
: EVh. TeL: 0161 620 7847 !

proudly assoczated w:th Oldham R L F C

For mformatlon or a prospectus about our full and
part time courses startlng th:s summer call us on:i'
-Freephone 0800 269 48‘__' |
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Sport can be tough. Injuries happen. So trust

ProSport to help prevent and treat sprains, strains,

4 muscles, and lig

Revolutionary new ProSport Max gives optimum
support with the added comfort of CoolMax™ to

keep you dry and comfortable when the heat is on.

Together with warming ProSport SupaTherm and
original ProSport Elasticated, there's a complete

choice of supports to meet all your sporting needs.

Whatever your sport, ProSport protects.

AS USED BY TEAM GS, SYDNEY 2000

SSI1 i pis
Ll
ProSport and SupaTherm are Trade Marks of the SSL group. CoolMax is a Trade Mark of DuPont. From all good sports shops and pharmacies including: all:sports, First Sport, Intersport, Boots, Lloyds & Moss.



Oldham - a
leading player
at the heart of
the North West

Take a look around the Oldham of the 21st century
and you won't fail to be impressed with what's been
achieved. There are now huge efforts taking place to
ensure that the Borough remains in its rightful place
Oldham Broadway Business Park at the hub of the North West region.

Two hundred million pounds and more has been invested in turning the town centre into a modern and
vibrant place to shop and work. Money has also been spent regenerating and renewing areas like
Westwood, Glodwick, Fitton Hill and Hathershaw,
and building 23 new schools in just 20 years. An
exciting new town centre Cultural Quarter is taking
shape; new industry, new investment and more Ring Road (S & w)

tourists are coming to the Borough and a state- 1663 Oldham,(M67)
of-the-art Business Management School is now Mer city centre M'cr+.ChEStef (M56)
open. Chadderton Birmingham

e }

Oldham is already at the heart of the motorway - -
network and now also benefits from the new M60 — —
orbital route. Metrolink is also coming to the town,
and the brand new £3.4 million central bus station ~ __ £8

has opened this year. The M60 Motorway

There are many other reasons which make Oldham a desirable
place to live, work and visit - its reputation for hard work,
commitment and down to earth friendliness are just some of
them.

Put them all together and they make Oldham a leading player
at the heart of the North West.

Enquiries about projects being undertaken by the Council, or any
of its policies, to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO
Box 160, Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham OL1 1UG,

telephone 0161 911 4708, fax 0161 911 4936,
ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk
or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk

OLDHAM ot

Metropolitan Borough [1

Town Centre Shopping




OLDHAM

Coach: Mike FORD

Mark SIBSON
Danny ARNOLD
Anthony GIBBONS
Pat RICH

Daryl LACEY
David GIBBONS
Neil RODEN
Leo CASEY
John HOUGH
Paul NORTON
Phil FARRELL
lan SINFIELD
Kevin MANNION

Mike FORD &
Jason CLEGG ¢
Danny GUEST §

Chris FARRELL ¢

TODAY’S
D. TIDMAN

3rd Round Sk Cat Challenge Cup

JCHALLENGE CUPJE
QUEENSBURY

Coach: Bazil RICHARDS

Steven EYLES
Jason PELL

Trevor STEAD

Lee BARON

Andrew BARRACLOUGH
Johnny FEATHER
Carl SMITH

Andrew CANNON
Stephen SENIOR
Andrew SENIOR
Nathan VARLEY
Matthew GALTRESS
Lee CHARLTON

Martin POTTS
Craig WINNARD
Gary PRENTICE
Darren WILKINSON

OFFICIALS

REFEREE:
COLIN A.
'MORRIS



“EESILK CUT

CHALLENGE CUP

2000/2001 SILK CUT PRIZES

After 17 years of sponsorship the year 2000/2001 is the final year of Silk Cut's involvement in the Rugby
League Challenge Cup. The final year is worth £1 million - a first for British club Rugby League. With
the demolition of Wembley now well underway, the final will be held at the headquarters of rugby union
- Twickenham - with the victorious team in 2001 receiving a record prize cheque of £150,000.

Of the 2001 sponsorship investment of £1,000,000 a total prize fund of £642,650 is projected for the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup. The remaining funds will be deposited in the League's Capital Development Fund.
The complete 2001 Silk Cut Challenge Cup prize structure is:

SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP

Third Round winners (NFP Clubs) £4,500
Third Round losers (Amateur Clubs) £1,300
French Clubs £6,750
Fourth Round losers £6,000
Fifth Round losers £10,000
Quarter-Final losers £18,500
Semi-Final losers £25,000
Runners-up £,65,000
Winners £150,000
PROJECTED PRIZE FUND £642,650
PROJECTED CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND £357,350
GRAND TOTAL /£1,000,000

The above amounts are paid direct to the clubs by the Rugby Football League. There will be no prize
money cheque to be presented at matches by the Silk Cut Sales Representative.

2001 SILK CUT AWARDS

Silk Cut Awards will again be presented to the adjudged Man of the Match in each tie from the first round
onwards. In each case the winner will receive a commemorative medallion. The winner will also receive
a cheque for £200 from the third round through to the quarter-finals. The Man of the Match at both
semi-finals receives a cheque for £400 plus an engraved silver plated replica rugby ball.

2000/2001 SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP TIMETABLE

First Round 2/3 December, 2000 Fifth Round 24/25 February, 2001
Second Round 16/17 December, 2000 Quarter Finals 10/11 March, 2001
Third round 27/28 January, 2001 Semi Finals 31 March/1 April, 2001
Fourth Round 10711 February, 2001 Final 28 April, 2001

2001 SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP FINAL TICKETS
Tickets for the all-seater 2001 Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final on Saturday 28th April, 2001 at Twickenham
can be booked now priced £50, £45, £40, £35, £30, £25, £20, £15 and £10.

Please forward order and remittance, made payable to the Rugby Football League, to:

THE TICKET OFFICE, THE RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE, RED HALL, RED HALL LANE,
LEEDS. LS17 8NB. Switch, Visa, and Access credit card bookings can be made by phoning the Ticket
Hotline on 0113 232 9444 between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

2000/2001 SILK CUT CHALLENGE CUP DRAWS

The draw for the first round will be made live on GMR at 7.10pm on Tuesday 14th November, 2000.
The draws for the second and third rounds will be made live on BBC Radio Leeds at approximately 7.00pm
on Wednesday 6th December and Wednesday 3rd January respectively. The fourth round draw will be
made on Monday 29th January, 2001.

The draw ceremonies for the fifth round, quarter-finals and semi-finals will be made live on BBC Sunday
Grandstand at approximately 5.10pm on the following dates:

THE ROAD TO TWICKENHAM 2001

Fifth Round Sunday 11th February
Quarter-Finals Sunday 25th February
Semi-Finals Sunday 11th March.
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