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C H A L L E N G E C U P

2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T P R I Z E S

After 17 years of sponsorsliip the year 2000/2001 is the final year of Silk Cut’s involvement in the Rugby
League Challenge Cup. The final year is worth million -afirst for British club Rugby League. With
the demolition of Wembley now well underway, the final will be held at the headquarters of rugby union
-Twickenham -with the victorious team in 2001 receiving arecord pnze cheque of ,£150,000.

Of the 2001 sponsorship investment of £1,000,000 atotal prize fund of £642,650 is projected for the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup. The remaining funds will be deposited in the League's Capital Development Fund.
The complete 2001 Sdk Cut Challenge Cup prize stracture is:

S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P

Third Round winnen (NFP Clubs)
Third Round losers (Amateur Clubs)
F r e n c h C l u b s
F o u r t h R o u n d l o s e r s

F i f t h R o u n d l o s e r s

Quarter-Final losers
S e m i - F i n a l l o s e r s

Runners-up
W i n n e r s

£4,500
£1,300
£6,750
£6,000

£10,000
£18,500
£25,000
£65,000

£150,000

£642,650
£357,350

£1,000,000

PROJECTED PRIZE FUND
PROJECTED CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND
G R A N D T O T A L

The above amounts are paid direct to the clubs by the Rugby Football League. There will be no prize
money cheque to be presented at matches by the Silk Cut Sales Representative.

2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T A W A R D S

Silk Cut Awards will again be presented to the adjudged Man of the Match in each tie from the first round
onwards. In each case the winner will receive acommemorative medallion. The winner wiU also receive
acheque for £200 from the third round through to the quarter-finals. The Man of the Match at both
semi-finals receives acheque for £400 plus an engraved silver plated replica rugby ball.

2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P T I M E T A B L E
2/3 December, 2000
16/17 December, 2000
27/28 January, 2001
10/11 February, 2001

2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P F I N A L T I C K E T S
Tickets for the aU-seater 2001 Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final on Saturday 28th April, 2001 at Twickenham
can be booked now priced £50, £45, £40, £35, £30, £25, £20, £15 and £10.

Please forward order and remittance, made payable to the Rugby Football League, to:
THE TICKET OFFICE, THE RUGBY FOOTBALL LEAGUE, RED HALL, RED HALL LANE,
LEEDS. LS17 8NB. Switch, Visa, and Access credit card bookings can be made by phoning the Ticket
Hothne on 0113 232 9444 between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P D R A W S
The draw for the first round will be made live on GMR at 7.10pm on Tuesday 14th November, 2000.
The draws for the second and third rounds will be made live on BBC Radio Leeds at approximately 7.00pm
on Wednesday 6th December and Wednesday 3rd January respectively. The fourth round draw will be
made on Monday 29th January, 2001.

The draw ceremonies for the fifth round, quarter-finals and semi-finals will be made live on BBC Sunday
Grandstand at approximately 5.10pm on the following dates:

Sunday 11th February
Sunday 25th February
Sunday 11 th March.
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Quarter Finals
S e m i F i n a l s
F i n a l

24/25 February, 2001
10/11 March, 2001
31 March/1 April, 2001
28 Apnl, 2001

S e c o n d R o u n d
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K E E P AT I G H T G R I P O N
Y O U R F I N A N C E S

If you don't keep agrip on your "Financial Health"
how can you be sure your future is secure?

!Mortgages* !Life Cover !Income Protection* !Pensions *
!Investments !ISA’s ♦Savings ♦Individual Financial Review !

FREEPHONE 0800 015 4020

The Money Group
Independent Financial Advisers

The Money Group, Independent Financial Advisers, Ocean House, 7Memorial Road,
Waikden, Manchester M28 SAQ.Tel: 0161 790 4300. Fax: 0161 790 4399.

Email: enquiries@moneygroup.co.uk Web: www.moneygroup.co.uk

AMEMBER OF IFA NETWORK LIMITED WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY.

‘THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP
REPAYMENTS ON AMORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. WRIHEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.



... with Christopher Hamilton Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 Union Street
Oldham OLI 1DJ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700

Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

T O D A Y

l a n d m a r k i n t h e c l u b ’ s s h o r t

but eventful history. As we
entertain our colleagues from
Wakefield Trinity Wildcats we
play Super League opposition
f o r t h e fi r s t t i m e s i n c e w e

f o r m e d t h e c l u b a f t e r t h e

d e m i s e o f t h e O l d h a m B e a r s .

The game is apoignant
r e m i n d e r o f w h a t t h e o l d c l u b

had and in our opponents
today we are also reminded
of what caused their downfall.

Wakefield were promoted after winning the 1998 Grand Final
and although they have survived on the playing front, the end
of last season saw them hanging on for grim death on the
financial side after they were unable to pay their way.

They came through it, however, and we now have the
opportunity to show them what progress we have made in little
over 3years. We know it will be difficult, and probably more so
after Leigh knocked out Salford in the last round, but
everybody is looking forward to the challenge. Good luck lads I

The last week has seen another club hit financial trouble.

a n o t h e rs e e s

C H A I R M A N

Christopher Hamilton
D I R E C T O R S

Christopher Hamiiiton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

H E A D C O A C H

M i k e F o r d
A S S I S T A N T C O A C H

J o h n H e n d e r s o n
A L L I A N C E C O A C H

Haydn Walker
A C A D E M Y C O A C H

Mark Knight
A C A D E M Y M A N A G E R

P e t e B e s w i c k
F I R S T T E A M P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T

L i sa Sha r ra t t
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY
P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T S

Jodie Whittle, Danni Turner
C O N D I T I O N E R

Tony O'Brien
T I M E K E E P E R

J o h n B a r r e t t
C L U B D O C T O R

Dr Ian Wi l k inson
C L U B D E N T I S T

N e i l G i b b i s o n
S TAT I S T I C S

Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman
P R O G R A M M E E D I T O R

G e o f f C o o k e
B O A R D R O O M S U P E R V I S O R

Louis Laverty

M

and Doncaster are now fighting for survival. Added to the
recent problems at York if ever people needed awake up call
to face up to the current realities of life then surely this it it. Iam
sure that there are others with similar problems and Ihave no
d o u b t w h a t s o e v e r t h a t a s C h a i r m a n o f t h e A R C I w i l l b e

spending more time dealing with such matters.
Anyway enough doom and gloom for one dayl Silk Cut

Challenge Cup day is still agreat feature of the Rugby League
calendar and we hope to make this day one to remember for a
long time to come. Your support is more vital than ever so
please give those vocal chords some hammer.

Enjoy the game.

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1 9 9 9 / 2 0 0 0

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
H A L L O F FA M E M E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton

1 9 1 3 - 2 6 , A l a n D a v i e s 1 9 5 0 - 6 2 ,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard

Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94.

FRONT COVER

John Hough offloads to Gareth
Barber against Gateshead

C h r i s

The views expressed in this matchdav magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

:c W e W o u l d L i k e To T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e & R u g b y L e a g u e E x p r e s s F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y
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PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

D E R E K A N T H O N Y LT D .
G e n e r a l S h e e t m e t a l W o r k e r s &

S t r u i C t u r a l i S t e e l F a b r i c a t o r s
Un i t s 4 /5 ■Whi teswan Indus t r i a l Es ta te

D e r k e r S t r e e t ■O l d h a m O L l 3 LY

Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing

Tracking ■Shockers !Servicing

Clutches ■Brakes ■Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 2 0 0 ! F a x . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 3 6 1 6

Wish ORLFC every success for 2001

Speedy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd.

O l d h a m D e p o t

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 111
For all your

P l a n t & To o l H i r e N e e d s
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2001 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t ! O l d h a m O L l S T D

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 8 2 6 & 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 9 9 4 9
Fax: 0161 628 9949

P A C K A G I N G L I M I T E D
M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

T E L ; 0 1 6 1 - 2 8 4 9 0 0 F A X : 0 1 6 1 - 6 2 7 5 0 4 9
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RECENT opposition in the form of Queensbury,
Chorley and Gateshead has not been testing enough
and some of our play has left alot to be desired. On
the positive side our defence has been absolutely
outstanding, but because it is almost too easy to
attack, we have all too often taken the wrong option
o r t r i e d t o o f fl o a d I n s i t u a t i o n s w e w o u l d n ’ t i f t h e

opposition was stronger. In our opinion we generally
play better when the opposition is tougher, so today
we should really be put to the test against Super
League opposition in Wakefield Trinity Wildcats. If we
are half as good as Ithink we are we are in with a
chance and after Leigh’s victory over Salford

Wakefield are bound to be nervous about facing atop N.F.R side, especially with so little
game time under their belts. We’ve been working on our motivation and tactics this
week and re-addressing the question of our enthusiasm. We know Wakefield will want to
offload In the tackle, so we’ve got to have the enthusiasm and commitment to get among
them. We’ll also be looking to our ‘old heads’ like Andy Proctor, Leo Casey and myself to
keep things steady when that’s appropriate. I’m not going to make any rash promises
but, whatever else, we’ll be giving it our best shot. I’m also hoping for agood crowd and
lots of vocal support from you, our excellent fans. Recent games have been abit flat and
crowds have been abit quiet but, hopefully, today there’ll be plenty to shout about. We
all keep emphasising how much It lifts us when the crowd get behind us, so Ihope you’ll
play your part as well.

As ever, enjoy the game and cheer us on to victory.
M i k e

\?76[]Q(l]cD\}9a
P V C u W i n d o ' w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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D R O N S F I E L D S RYDERg?
D U T T O NMERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457-871717
FAX: 01457-871940

E S T A T E A G E N T S

V A L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y E R S

Wherever you see
this sign you can

b e a s s u r e d
o f a n e f fi c i e n t a n d

professional
approach

to any property
m a t t e r

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL1HA
Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 5 2 1 2 3 4

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

New &Used Mercedes
Vehicles &Spares

LEVER’S T
S

FISH &CHIP
RESTAURANT L a n s d o w n e T r a d i n g

S e r v i c e s L t d .
B e s t W i s h e s

F l a t s !C u r t a i n s i d e r s a n d
E x t e n d e r s

To ALL PARTS OF UK AND
E u r o p e

T O

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 M a r k e t H a l l
O l d h a m

M o n - S a t 1 0 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0 4Lansdowne Road ■Chadderton ■Oldham, 0L9 9EF

Tel . 0161 626 1141 ■Fax 0161 628 7078
Mobi le 07974 127082

0 1 6 1 6 3 3 0 0 7 4
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... from the pen of Michael Turner
that the Wakefield man was ‘held up’ the score
was allowed to give the Yorkshiremen athree
nil advantage going into the break.

The second period carried on in much the
s a m e v e i n a s t h e fi r s t w i t h d e f e n c e s
dominating the proceedings. As the match
moved into the final quarter Oldham began to
take control, and wingman, Joe Corsi was
unlucky to be tackled into touch right at the
corner flag. However, the Roughyeds
continued the pressure and asmart move by
halfbacks, George Hesketh and Abe Johnson
paved the way for Welsh centre Alf Higgs to
bore his way over the line after shaking off two
defenders. Johnson converted brilliantly from
the touch line to give Oldham the lead. The
Lancastrians were now well in the ascendancy
and much of the latter part of the match was
played out in the Trinity half. Just before the
end Wakefield were penalised for obstruction
and Brough kicked afurther goal to produce a
fi n a l s c o r e o f O l d h a m 7 W a k e fi e l d 3 .
Attendance 18,000. The teams:
OLDHAM: H. Comm, To. Holliday, S. Rix, A.
Higgs. J. Corsi, A. Johnson, G. Hesketh, J.
Read, J. Scaife, F. Ashworth, R. Sloman, A.
Baker, A. Brough.
WAKEFIELD: Po l la rd . Ba teson, Dav ies ,
Siswick, Jones, Pearce, Parkin, Higson,
White, Coles, Waters, Horton, Glossop.

TODAY we welcome the players, officials and
supporters of the Wakefield club to Boundary
Park for this 5th round tie in the Rugby League
Challenge Cup.

This will be the tenth meeting of the clubs
in the Challenge Cup with the ‘Roughyeds’
ahead by six wins to three in the games up to
now. On two occasions Oldham and Wakefield
have contested the semi final . The first t ime
was in 1912 when Oldham went through to
lose unexpectedly to Dewsbury in the final.

The second game is today’s featured
match. The encounter took place on April 2nd
1927 at Central Park, Wigan. Both teams were
in amid table league position and so aclose
match was anticipated. The Trinity skipper,
Jonty Parkin, took the kick off which was
caught by Jack Read who was met by aposse
of Wakefield tacklers. This first action set the
s c e n e f o r t h e w h o l e o f t h e m a t c h w i t h
defences very much on top. The pitch was
heavy due to torrential rain and these adverse
conditions contributed to several missed goal
attempts by Brough and Pollard for Oldham
and Wakefield respectively. The deadlock was
finally broken just before the interval when
Trinity centre, Siswick intercepted aJohnson
pass to put winger Bateson into the clear. The
Oldham cover defence got to him just as he
crossed the line and despite Oldham protests

Captain Bob Sloman leads out the Oldham team for the semi final against Wakefield at Wigan on April 2nd 1927.
He is followed by Jack Read, Fred Ashworth and George Hesketh.
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THE new O ldham c lub -
o f fi c i a l t i t l e O l d h a m

R L F C ( 1 9 9 7 ) L t d .
n i c k n a m e
R o u g h y e d s
another major step In
i ts development today
when, for the first time,
i t c o m e s u p a g a i n s t
opposit ion from Super

the Roughyeds in control on their way to a17-6
fourth round triumph.

Due to the postponement of the tie on the
original date. Ford’s men knew that the prize for
v i c to ry was ano the r home c lash , t h i s t ime
against one of the Oldham boss’s former clubs,
W a k e fi e l d .

T h e
t a k e s

Roughyed’s skipper Andy Proctor will also
b e p l a y i n g a g a i n s t a f o r m e r c l u b , t h e e x -
Saddleworth Rangers forward having first
t u r n e d p r o a t B e l l e V u e d u r i n g f o r m e r
Watersheddings boss Peter Tunks’ spel l with
Trinity.

League.
Now in their fourth season, the Roughyeds

h a v e r e a c h e d t h e fi f t h r o u n d o f t h e S i l k C u t
Challenge Cup before, in 1999, but there is
absolutely no doubt that today’s visit of
Wakefield Trinity Wildcats represents the new
club’s biggest ever Boundary Park occasion.

At the end of last season, the Roughyeds’
play off games in the Northern Ford Premiership
were staged at Spotland, Doncaster and Leigh.

In four years of Silk Cut Challenge Cup
competi t ion, the club’s only t ie against
professional opposition at Boundary Park was
the 17-6 win against Hull KR in the fourth round
of this season’s competition.

In 1998, amateurs Heworth were beaten at
Boundary Park in round three before the newly
formed Roughyeds went out at Widnes in round
four, beaten 48-8.

Ayear la ter, Ecc les and Dewsbury were
b e a t e n i n t h e c u p a t S p o t l a n d - t h e l a t t e r
providing the Roughyed’s best cup performance
to date and giving no hint of the league
disappointments to follow -before the cup run
e n d e d w i t h a n 1 8 - 2 fi f t h r o u n d d e f e a t a t
W h i t e h a v e n .

M i k e F o r d ’ s fi r s t s e a s o n a t O l d h a m h a d
many high spots, but ahugely disappointing
‘ l o w ’ w a s t h e 3 0 - 1 4 f o u r t h r o u n d k n o c k o u t a t
Rochdale after acomfortable 44-0 win against
Wigan St. Jude’s at Boundary Park in round
t h r e e .

Proctor went on to become aregular first
teamer and are l iab le member o f the Tr in i ty
squad, winning in the process aBelle Vue ‘Man
o f S t e e l ’ a w a r d f o r h i s h a r d w o r k i n t h e
Wakefield pack.

The Wildcats playing register has changed
beyond recognition since Ford and Proctor were
t h e r e , w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t t h e Y o r k s h i r e m e n
cross the Pennines today with ateam that will
show numerous changes from that which ended
last year’s Super League campaign.

Two of the key men are scrum half Brad
D a v i e s a n d s t a n d o f f M a r t i n P e a r s o n .

Davies is back for his second spell at Belle
Vue. He Joined them from York for £15,000 in
1 9 9 5 a n d l a t e r m o v e d o n t o C a s t l e f o r d f o r
£85,000 -ahandsome profit in the days when
transfer fees were still catching the headlines
on aregular basis.

Pea rson , who fi rs t bu rs t on to t he RL scene
w i t h F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s , h a s J o i n e d t h e
W i l d c a t s a f t e r a s t i n t w i t h H a l i f a x B l u e S o x .

With Wi l l ie Poching, capta in of Western
Samoa in t he recen t Wor ld Cup , a t l oose -
forward, the Wi ldcats can boast aformidable
midfield triangle.

The Roughyeds will have to be at their best
a n d w i l l h a v e t o d o e n o u g h t o g e t a n
enthusiastic Boundary Park crowd behind them
f r o m t h e s t a r t .So to this year, and adetermination by

eve ryone i n t he Roughyeds camp to make
amends for ‘ducking out’ at the hands of our
derby r ivals in one of last season’s poorest
performances of the entire campaign.

So far, so good. Queensbury were sent
packing 64-0 and although Hull KR fought every
inch of the way, tr ies by Gareth Barber and
David Gibbons either side of halftime finally put

Whichever way i t goes , the t ie can be
expected to produce one of those magical rugby
league occas ions that never fa i l to get the
adrenalin running as much in the stands as on
t h e fi e l d .

I h o p e t h e a t t e n d a n c e m a t c h e s t h e
p o t e n t i a l o f t h e o c c a s i o n .

Roger Halstead
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We’ve Cured
H e a d a c h e s f o r
THE RoUGHYEDS

A d a m s o n s
C R A S H R E PA I R C E N T R E

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
REPAIR SPECIAL ISTSManu fac tu re rs

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre
fillings of the

■highest quality
-right here in

Oldham.

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Te lephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

Platt &Hill
Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
Oldham 0L8 2LZ

PLATT &HILL
2 4 H O U R R E C O V E RY S E RV I C E

!Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S !

F fi m t u

Tel . 0161 621 4400 ■Fax: 0161 621 4408

fo

^ K r ^ n f C - / ^ /S s

ll}g«</fo

f'olidays
9 ^

the daily choice
f o r l o c a l N e w s

and Sport
V

P

O l d h a
C h r o n i c l e

( F t £ r & c X d /

C O . u k
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“...and that’s agreat ball
played out wide to the

wing...”T h e
A t G E O R G E H I L L

n e v e r a T R Y I N G

experience. We
have all the products

^ ^ you need to get the
right RESULT every time

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

/I

t h e G r e a t b a l l

w w w . m i t r e . c o m

IM U m >

7/lA T h e a u t h o r i t y . . .

Official Supplier of
Match and Training Bails to;

The Rugby League,
Great Britain Rugby League

Super League

?

J j

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
S c o t t fi e l d R o a d , o f f A s h t o n R o a d , O l d h a m O L 8 I L B

T e l : O I 6 l 6 2 7 2 0 2 0 F a x : O I 6 l 6 3 3 2 2 5 0
E~mail: 5ale5@georgehin-‘timber.co.uk www.georgehill-timber.co.uk

We ’ r e r e a d y t o b e
of serv ice to you. . .
. . . A n y t i m e , A n y p l a c e .
A n y w h e r e i t h a s t o b e :

\

-

IT 1^ TUTc p t 0 1 7 0 6
7 1 2 3 2 1

J J I IL
C O A C

w w w . e l l e n s m i t h . c o . u k

W R I G L E Y

C L A Y D O N
s i n c e 1 7 9 5S O L I C I T O R S

2 9 / 3 3 U n i O N S T R E E T O L D H A M O L 1 1 H H

D X 2 3 6 0 7 O l d h a m E M A i L ( S ) w r i g l e y c l a y d o n . c o m

Fax 0161 624 3743 TEL 0161 6 2 4 6 8 1 1

W e b s i t e w w w . w r i g l e y c l a y d o n . c o m

A R E P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M A Q U A I I T T S E R V I C E
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Hope Springs Eternal
. . . w i t h R o b e r t G a t e

IT'S that time again. The Rugby League Challenge Cup. Hope
springs eternal. At least it used to. There were times when
Featherstone Rovers, Workington Town, Barrow, Hunslet, Leigh
and their like could aspire to reaching and even winning the
Challenge Cup final. In reality they no longer can, unless by
some miracle the gates of Super League open up and let
'em in. It is acast-iron certainty that this year’s Challenge
Cup final will be contested by two Super League teams.
That fact will, of course, not stop the romantics from
dreaming. The game needs romance, especially in
Oldham. The Roughyeds were apparently genetically pre¬
disposed to fail to reach Wembley. Maybe they will have
more luck in finding the route to Twickers.

What is it about the Cup that makes it amore coveted
prize than the Super League title? Why do all the
Australians and New Zealanders bang on about having a
life-long ambition to win the Cup at Wembley, whenever
they are interviewed about why they want to come and play
in our inferior competitions and dismal climate? Money,
naturally enough, never enters into it.

How often have we heard players say they would actually pay to
play in the Challenge Cup final? The recent kerfuffle at St. Helens about
Cup bonuses is obviously an aberration by abunch of degenerates, so we can
gloss over that. Blimey, Ihave seen articles or heard interviews in which players say

they would give their right arm (never their left, Inotice) to play at Wembley. Apparently
some would sell their grandmothers to get their hands on aCup-winners medal

and lots of them would happily walk to London to play in afinal. In fact, it
seems that there is practically nothing that rugby league players would not do
to rea l ise th is most cher ished of ambi t ions.

The fact that the blokes who play in Challenge Cup-winning teams these
days can expect pay packets of several thousand pounds from an event that
generates over £2,000,000 at the gate does not seem to be quite in tune with
such sentiments. Nor does it seem like good business sense. If the players

are all so desperate to appear in afinal why don’t the RFL, who run the
competition, take advantage of the players’ burning philanthropic

ideals? Irecognise that the players migh tin reality feel abit miffed
if clubs did come out and say they would not bother paying them
for playing in the final as they are over the moon just to be fulfilling
their dreams. No, Iwould be generous. The RFL should give all the
players in the final £1,000 each, winners and losers. They should
pay all the competing clubs’ expenses too, so no one is out of

pocket.
The RFL could then use the countless thousands that would

have been wasted down players’ and officials’ trouser legs on
benefiting the game at large. Just think what they could do for the

Rugby League Conference, or for Schools and Student rugby
league, or for the heartland amateurs, or for disabled ex¬

professionals, or for subsidising any number of
worthwhile rugby league causes, charities and

projects.
Of course, it will never happen but, like

those Aussies and Kiwis, Ican dream about

I

it.

Robert Gate is the author of many
fine rugby ieague books and the font
of knowiedge for ait things rugby
ieague.
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so Doncaster st i l l haven’ t p layed Dewsbury.
However, my hesitant tip of the Dragons to defeat
Hornets proved incorrect, much to the benefit of
O l d h a m , a s D o n c a s t e r a r e c l e a r t o p e i g h t
candidates. Ructions behind the scenes may yet
threaten the Bel le Vue club’s ambit ions but for the
moment we can just applaud Rochdale on their
second home win in aweek after disposing of
Hunslet in the Cup on Tuesday, 38-4. Turning point
in Hornets fortunes has been the switching of
Danny Wood to stand-off and the injection of some
much needed creativity. Far be it from me to
criticise professional coaches but when you have a
player who, with aball in his hands, can practically
make it talk, do you insist on playing him out wide
away from the action? It’s nearly as good as Paul
Round at ful lback!

Barrow were the other club which defied my
predictions with arare away win at Mount Pleasant,
so rare you have to go back to 1998 for the Border
Raiders’ last victory in Yorkshire. Despite the good
form of Batley’s Glen Tomlinson, the visitors hung
o n f o r a n 1 8 - 1 0 w i n w i t h l o o s e - f o r w a r d M a t t h e w
Leigh the star of the show.

After their exertions against Oldham in the
Challenge Cup on Tuesday Hull K.R. nearly came a
cropper at home to Whitehaven. Chris Charles
rescued the Robins with atry and agoal in the 75th
minute to level the scores at 10-10 and thereby
salvage apoint.

Oldham, meanwhile, followed up their well
earned 17-6 cup win with acomfortable defeat of
Gateshead Thunder on their first visit to Boundary
Park by 52-6. Hattricks here for Mark Sibson and
the quiet achiever of the side Neil Roden. Pat Rich
landed 8from 9of his goalkicks.

Other big scorers were Dewsbury and Widnes.
The Rams hammered Chorley Lynx 70-0, while
Widnes put 90 past under strength York Wasps. At
Ram Stadium David Myooe landed nine goals and
there were three tries each for stand off Mark
centre Adrian Flynn and hooker Richard Pachniuk
Over at the Autoquest, meanwhile, the Vikings
established anew record score and speedy hooker
Phil Canti l lon set anew tr ies in amatch record with
seven touchdowns . In add i t i on Ian Watson landed
13 goals. All of which rather overshadowed Steve
Gee’s three tries and the 200th career try for long
serving wingman Mark Forster. For the Wasps
things are going from bad to worse. With Alan
Pallister suspended and several players in dispute
over payments, coach Lee Crooks came out of
retirement and named physio Pat Howdle and
kitman Steve Harris as subs, although they were
not, in fact, called upon. How are the mighty fallen!

Canny Workington coach Gary Murdock is
boxing clever. He has now lifted his side into the top
eight and is obviously targeting the matches Town
can win. Amidweek 42-0 mauling of Chorley was
followed by ahard fought 15-12 defeat of Sheffield.
As ever, skipper Matt Sturm led from the front with
good support from hooker Carl Sice and scrum-half
Craig Rumney.

As expected Hunslet Hawks dealt with Swinton
Lions, ahattrick by home fullback George Raynor
the highlight of the game.

A n d , t o c o n ¬
c l ude , Le igh a l so
delivered the goods
w i t h a 3 0 - 2 0 w i n a t

L i o n h e a r t .
F e a t h e r s t o n e
pushed the Cent¬
urions all the way but
found Simon Baldwin
t o o h o t t o h a n d l e ,
Leigh full-back Neil
Tu r ley ma in ta ined
his scoring run with
his 20th try of the
season, a l ready a
r e c o r d f o r £
fullback appearinc
the red and white!

T h i s w e e k w i l l

t h e

have given Gates¬
head agood chance
of their first points on
their v is i t to York on
W e d n e s d a y .
Certainly today the
clash of the Kelly brothers can have only one
outcome as the Thunder t ravel to meet the Rams.
Similarly Keighley will account for Batley and
Widnes will overwhelm Chorley. Which leaves
Sheffield to take the points at York and the closest
call of the day at Craven Park where Barrow take
on Workington: outstanding home record vpick-
your-matches Murdock. Sorry, Gary, desp i te
winning there last year, it’s Barrow for me.

The headlines, of course, will this week be
made in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup and it will
certainly be headline news if any of Leigh, Oldham
or Doncaster can shock aSuper League side. I
can’t see any of them winning this time. The telling
factor for Leigh and Doncaster is the away draw so
in my view the best chance of an upset is at
Boundary Park where home advantage and,
hopefully, alarge, vociferous crowd will get behind
the Roughyeds.

With the exception of St. Helens, who will
Dulverise Whitehaven, the other games should all
3e close. There is bitter rivalry between Castleford

and Leeds and be tween Ha l i fax and Brad fo rd . On
paper and on last season’s league positions the
visitors are the stronger in each instance. But Cup
ties don’t work like that and in each case I’d love to
see ahome win just to keep the loudmouths in their
place. Equally intriguing is Hull vLondon. With no
current form to judge by it’s anybody’s guess who’ll
win but I’ve already expressed asneaking regard
for the Broncos so I’ll stand by my prediction.

Which leaves Hornets vVillneuve Leopards, I
don’t know if the Frenchmen will be good enough
but Ihave absolutely no doubt an away win will do
miracles for the game abroad. Go, Leopards, go!

S i m o n B a l d w i n

Ca in ,
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f O I V fl To d a y If

W a k e fi e l d T r i n i t y W i l d c a t s
22 year old prop PAUL JACKSON got through 24

appearances in 2000 and is maturing into apowerful
presence in the engine room of the pack.

He is joined in ayoung front row by 21 year old
hooker DAVID MARCH, alivewire attacker from dummy
half and solid tackier.

FRANK WATENE is abetter known number 10, but
has only just celebrated his 24th birthday on February
15th. Used mainly as an impact player.

Second row forward JAMIE FIELD played 25
matches last term and is ahard working former Great
Britain Academy international.

Field’s back row partner is team captain WILLIE
POCHING. Now 27, the admirable Poching is the Wildcat’s
most experienced player. He captained Western Samoa in
the 2000 World Cup and has appeared in Australia for
North Queensland Cowboys, Hunter Mariners and St.
George-lllawarra Dragons. His leadership and attitude
through the difficulties of last season were exemplary and
he has just committed himself to anew three year
c o n t r a c t .

SINCE THE advent of Super League Wakefield Wildcats are
the only club actually to have won promotion. Not that
Super League made life easy for them as the club had
initially to operate without News Corporation subsidy. This
has meant that the Wildcats have had to play catch-up
throughout their Super League experience. At first the club
made remarkable progress, their biggest success story
lying in ahighly productive youth policy, as will be
evidenced by the team on the pitch today. However, last
season some pie-in-the-sky promises brought the club to
the brink of disasfer as both team building and ground
development suffered major setbacks, it says much for
the spirit of many of the players that they played on at the
end of last season without pay. It would be nice to report
that Wakefield are now out of the wood, but as we go to
print there are still on-going problems, not least affecting
the club’s hospitality suite and changing accommodation.
However, despite these worries the club are looking
forward to asuccessful 2001 and they will fully extend
Oldham today.

Full back is MARTYN HOLLAND. Supporters Club
Player of the Season in 1998 and now fully recovered from
an injury which limited him to two appearances last term.

Right wing NEIL LAW featured in 22 games last year
having signed permanently after first coming to Belle Vue
on loan from Sheffield. 10 tries in 2000 and 25 all told in
his career at Wakefield.

Right centre RICHARD SMITH is an Irish
international who has seen service at Halifax, Keighley and
Hull KR.

Number 13 is GARY PRICE now the club’s Assistant
Coach. Afull Great Britain international. Price has
experience in Australia and with Eeatherstone Rovers. At
one time he almost signed for Oldham, actually appearing
on apre-season team photo before Featherstone stepped
in to take him to Post Office Road.

The rest of the Wildcats squad is made up as
follows: 14. PAUL MARCH ascrum half and twin brother
of hooker David. 6tries and 4goals in 21 appearances last
s e a s o n .

15. RYAN HUDSON, ahooker with 27 outings last
term. 16. JULIAN O’NEILL, anew signing from St. Helens
the powerful 27 year old prop has aGrand Final Winners
medal. He has also done service at Auckland Warriors and
is aformidable impact player. 17. GRAHAM LAW, a21
year old, goal kicking utility back. 18. BEN RAUTER, A22
year old Australian tackling machine who has featured at
Canberra Raiders and North Queensland Cowboys. 19.
GARETH ELLIS (19), an Academy graduate who made his
debut last year against Wigan. 20. BEN WESTWOOD (19),
former Academy Player of the year. 9appearances in 2000
at centre and wing.

21. TONY TATUPU, a
play anywhere New Zealand
in te rna t i ona l . Ac leve r ba l l ,
player with 21 outings in
2 0 0 0 . 2 2 . K E I T H M A S O N ‘
(19), aprop forward with
England schoolboy and ■
Yorkshire Academy honours.
23. PAUL HANDFORTH (19).
the Yorkshire Academy team’s
stand off who made his debut
in the last game of the season
against Castleford. 24. CHRIS
FEATHER (19), at 6’5” and TonyTatupu
171/2 s tone apower fu l
presence on the field. Signed from Keighley Cougars, he is
another who represented Yorkshire Academy last year.

L e f t c e n t r e J U S T I N
BROOKER is an Aus t ra l ian
transferring to Wakefield from
Bradford Bulls where he played
some outstanding football. Like
Smith he is expected to lend
power to the threequarter line.

Le f t w ing WAISALE
SOVATABUA is aFijian with
two World Cups to his name. A
brilliant attacking player, he is a
real handful for any defence. A
f o r m e r s t a r a t f u l l b a c k f o r
Sheffield Eagles, where he had Justin Brooker
aChallenge Cup Winners medal
to his name, and last season at the Huddersfield-Sheffield
Giants. , !

MARTIN PEARSON is the new stand off. Aprolific
scorer with Featherstone Rovers and Halifax Blue Sox
accumulating 166 points in 18 games for the latter last
season (63 goals, 10 tries) before his unfimely ban
following apositive drug test. Oldham will need to be on
their guard against providing him too many opportunities.

Scrum half BRAD DAVIS is another newcomer to the
Wildcats, though no stranger, as this is his second spell at
Belle Vue. Cut at the end of last season to the dismay of
many Tigers fans, Castleford’s loss is sure to be
Wakefield’s gain as the wily half back sets about breaching
opposition defences with his sleight of hand and clever
tactical kicking.

A
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... with Brian Walker

W h a t L i e s A h e a d ?
THERE are agood number of players that have pulled on
both the Oldham and Wakefield jerseys, amongst them
Don Vines, David Topliss, Mick Morgan, Alan McCurrie,
Paul Round, current Oldham coach Mike Ford, and three
members of the Oldham Hall of Fame, Alan Davies,
Derek Turner and John Etty.

Then there was Oldham’s goal kicking utility back
Billy Stott who signed for Wakefield as club captain in the

mid forties and in his inaugural season became the first
ever winner of the Lance Todd Trophy for his performance

in Wakefield’s 1946 Wembley triumph against Wigan. Playing
in the Wakefield side that day was acracking scrum half called

Herbert Goodfellow who four years later was to form a
formidable Oldham half back partnership with Frank Stirrup.

And what about the bizarre event when Oldham, in ablaze of publicity,
‘signed’ Trinity star forward Gary Price only for the player to return almost

immediately to Belle Vue but not before taking his place in the Oldham
team photo. Obviously our Price wasn’t quite right or maybe Gary simply

had acrystal ball!
It is, though, not just the migration of players that has helped intertwine the

relationship between the two famous old clubs. Both were members of the twenty
two northern clubs that broke away from the administrative clutches of the English
Union way back in 1895 and have played each other on many, many occasions
since. From the mid fifties the paths of the two clubs have followed almost identical
directions Oldham being one of the clubs to dominate the latter part of that decade
followed by Wakefield being the success of the sixties. Since then,
apart from Trinity lifting the Yorkshire Cup, both sides have
experienced little success on or off the field and it is now over
forty years since Oldham last won the Championship and
thirty since the same piece of silverware was displayed in
the Belle Vue trophy cabinet.

So what of the future? Since the demise of the Bears
in 1997 our future has been determined by the
introduction of sound and sensible financial practices and
resisting temptation to deviate, so that the light at the end /
of the tunnel is now more than just apin prick. '

Wakefield must first follow the example of Hull KR
and battle it’s way out of the CVA but unless the lessons
learnt from the demise of the Bears and Wildcats are taken on
board by all our clubs, there is no future.

M
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Chris Naylor
Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s

Te i : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 1 1 4 1

M i k e F o r d

The Rougheyetts
G a r e t h B a r b e r

r e s

Dave &Syivia Patterson

Wa r r e n B a r r o w

Harry Long (Oidhamj Ltd
Piumbing, Heating &
Mechanical Services
Te l : 0161626 9175

Anthony Gibbons
Ve n d a Va l e t

M a c h i n e s L t d

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 3 7 9 3

P a u l N o r t o n

Neil, Angela &Family1
David G ibbons

Allen, Mills, Howard &Co.
A c c o u n t a n t s

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Kevin O’Loughiin
Ha l l Needham Ass

A r c h i t e c t s

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 4 4 5

K e i t h B r e n n a n

Lansdowne Roofing
Supplies Ltd

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 0 8 9 6

a s -

V >

i a n S i n fi e i d

J o h n B a r r e t t

(Time keeper)
I Leo Casey

Kevin, Chris &Sam
Danny Guest
Peter Royales

i

Andy Proctor
Ricbrad Roofing

Te l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 2 0 0 0

Joey Hayes
Ray &Chris Broadbent

Jason Ciegg
Junior Roughyeds

P a t R i c h

George Barlow
& S o n s L t d

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 4 3 0 1

D e a n C r o s s

C e l e b r a t e C a t e r e r s

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 6 1 9

John Hough
B u l l ’ s H e a d

Heyside

N e i i R o d e n

A l a n B u t t e r w o r t h
S h a w F i n a n c e

Company

G a v i n D o d d

Al’z Gym
0 1 6 1 6 2 6 5 5 7 7

Daryi Lacey
Bob &Margaret

Ogden
( ;

Chris HoiiandLee Doran

Gaskell &Co Estage Agents
Oldham &Uppermill

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 0 1 4 2 7
o r 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 0 5 5 7

Danny Arnold
^Saddleworth Sports

M a c F a r l a n e

Merchanting Limited
Stalybridge

» < « & lSl.--

■■6 s >

M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop
D o m i n o

Engineering Ltd

J o e M c N i c h o l a s

lain Taylor

Chr is Far re l l

Pe te r P l ev i n

< s - '

1
J a m e s
W i l k i n s o n

Alpha Tec
A l e x P e e t

Ph i l Fa r re l l

M o o r s i d e E l e c t r i c a l
C o n t r a c t o r s

Te l : - 0 1 7 0 6 8 4 2 4 1 6

K e v i n M a n n i o n

J o a n W i l d a n d
C a r o l S t o t t

- * !

C a s t l e t o n
Gabr ie ls



Cook(e)ing up astorm ^
P L E A S E c a n s o m e o n e

explain to me what is
wrong with appoint ing
D a v i d W a i t e a s t h e n e w
Great Bri tain coach? I ’m
sor ry, but Idon ’ t ho ld
with this false patriotism:
as far as I ’m concerned
t h e b e s t a v a i l a b l e
candidate should get the
job. If Icould think of a
better Brit ish born coach
a t t h i s m o m e n t i n t i m e
then I’d say the Waite
appointment was abad

one. But who is there? The nearest we can
get would be Mai Reilly who has already
held the job once, albeit not without success.
So would the return of Reilly be astep
forward or astep backwards? For once I’m
prepared to let the powers that be decide,
especially when our other good candidates -
Phil Larder and Ellery Hanley -are employed
e l s e w h e r e .

I’m equally positive about Sven Goran
Ericsson as England soccer manager and
Duncan Fletcher as England cricket coach.
The former has yet to prove himself, but the

latter is already having adramatic impact on
the fortunes of our national team, thank
goodness. Just look at other sports like golf,
tennis, athletics or rowing and you’ll find
coaches of al l nat ional i t ies, Austral ian,
Amer ican, German, South Af r ican whatever.
The Redgrave -Pinsent success is built on
German know how and our men are not daft
enough to use anyone who is not the best
available. It therefore stands to reason that if
Great Br i ta in wants to match the s tandards
set in Rugby League by Australia and New
Zealand we should get the best we can.
Hopefully Waite will prove to be just that -the
best. And if he is we might just start to close
the gap in standards at international level
that we were partially achieving prior to
1995. Unfortunately since the advent of
Super League the gap has widened again,
as was so graphical ly demonstrated by
World Cup 2000. So let’s unite behind David
Waite who will have adifficult enough job
trying to get the clubs to co-operate in
releasing players without being snubbed by
the fans. After all the coach may be
Australian but the team and players are
Great Britain. And support for them will be
the true test of our patriotism.

D a v i d W a i t e

❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖

Continuing our iook at N.F.P. Programmes
W O R K I N G T O N T O W N

28 pages Price: £1.00
Printed by: the Firpress Group, Workington
Format: Black and white with coloured cover
and four pages of colour for adverts.
Content: The lively contributions come from
Keith Singleton with additional material from
P. W i l l i a m s o n a n d M . H o r n e r p l u s a
syndicated column by Martyn Sadler. The
usual coach, captain, alliance, academy and
visi tors column. The introduct ion on Oldham
was good, but the pen pictures were out of
da te . L i t t l e pho tograph ic con ten t . The
programme could have done with proof
reading as there were alot of errors (e.g.
Mike Ford apparently coached Burnleyl)
Verdict: Adecent read except for the
mistakesi Rating: 5/10

H U L L K . R .

36 pages. Price £2.00
Printer not acknowledged (? Hull Daily Mail)
Format:Black &white with red standing
c o l o u r

Content: The programme Isaw was for the
game against Toulouse Spacers in the Cup
and Iwasn’t impressed, especially at £2 a
gol There were columns by the coach and
captain supplemented by the Martyn Sadler
syndicated piece. The visitors pen pictures
were poor, but that may not be the fault of
the programme editor. The best pieces were
by Jonathon Knaggs and the Hull Daily Mail
reporter (not named). Not much photography
a n d I c o u l d n ’ t t i e i n t h e s c o r e r s w i t h fi x t u r e s

on the stats page. There was adecent player
profile on Jon Aston and aquiz for those who
like brain teasers.
Verdict: Nicely produced, but won’t extend
your reading time beyond half time. Poor
Value. Rating: 4/10.❖ ❖ ❖ ❖ ❖
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HOME SHIRT
Of OLDHAM R.L.f.C.

A F I X T U R E N O T T O B E M I S S E D

trip and slip henries

personal injury 8 0 %M A K E Y O U R
C L A I M of people involved in an accident

don't pursue aclaim, even though they
road ti'offic accidents

accidents at work/home
A N D C L A I M S N E T W O R K LT D W I L L D O T H E R E S T

could be entitled to compensation.
DON'T BE ONE OF THEM!

CSQQQ2I31SSEtĵ you have been involved in
R A F F I C

A C C I D E N T S
R O A D At CLAIMS NETWORK, the personal

injury claims specialists, we will
pursue aclaim on your behalf.
CLAIMS NETWORK have been successfully
winning compensation for
over 6years, and have an enviable
reputation as the best
Unlike most of our competitors,
NOT ask for money 'up front". We DO
NOT ask you to fund Post Accident
Insurance Plans, which you could end up
paying for from your compensation. There
is no guesswork with us, you will be made
aware at the onset of your claim of
charging structure.
CALL US TODAY TO MAKE YOUR CLAIM!

■A S S E S S Y O U R C L A I M F R E E O F C H A R G E

■UNDERWRITE ALL YOUR LEGAL COSTS

■APPOINT ASPECIALIST SOLICITOR TO
A a O N Y O U R B E H A L F

■COMPLETE ALL THE NECESSARY
P A P E R W O R K

■A R R A N G E F R E E H O M E V I S I T S B Y O U R

C L A I M S A S S E S S O R S A S N E C E S S A R Y

■ARRANGE DOaORS/SPECIALISTS TO
A S S I S T Y O U R C L A I M

■ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS PICK UP THE
P H O N E A N D C A L L T H E F R E E P H O N E

N U M B E R B E L O W

a n a c c i d e n t w i t h i n t h e l a s t 3

years that was not your fault,
you could be ent i t led to
CLAIM for compensation.

P E R S O N A L
I N J U R Y C L A t M S

clients for
T R I P A N D

S L I P I N J U R I E S
the business.

D O
A C C I D E N T S A T

W O R K / H O M E

C O N T A C T C L A I M S N E T W O R K T O D A Y !

For aFREE CONSULTATION wilh one of our experienced advisors you
could be making your claim today! Remember NO WIN -NO COST!
Call FREEPHONE:

0 8 0 8 1 0 0 0 4 9 00 8 0 8 1 0 0 0 4 9 0
Claims Network Ltd. /si Ormskirk road, Pemberton, wican wns sat ■tel. 01942 211911 ■fax 01942 225813

A c c i d e n t s D o H a p p e n !K e e p O n F i l eP e r s o n a l I n i u r y S p e c i a l i s t s



Hull KR and Castleford. The ball boys that year
were chosen from schools in Wigan and Iwas the
only one chosen from my school. I t fe l t
tremendous to be part of such an occasion; I’ll
never forget it.
Q. Which was your first professionai club?

Kevin Tamati signed me for Lancashire Lynx
a n d I h a d fi v e s e a s o n s w i t h t h e m . I a d m i r e d
Tamati as aplayer and he was agood coach. We
won the 2nd Division (1997/98) championship
and played in the Treize Tournois Final against
Villeneuve. We lost that game 12-9, but what an
experience: to represent your club abroad is
great. Also in my last season with the Lynx Iwas
voted Player of the Year jointly by the supporters
and club. Ifelt very proud and will never forget
t h a t h o n o u r .
Q. Who is your favourite player?

There are two players Ihave always admired
for their strength, power and athleticism: they are
Mai Maninga and Ellery Hanley. These two Ithink
could show us athing or two even in today’s
matches. And the one most awkward player I’ve
met on the park must be Tim Street. Always on
the boil is Tim, Ialso played in afriendly against
St. Helens and played against Kevin Tamati: he
was awesomell and it was only afriendly.
Q. Have you any personal ambitions in your
rugby career?

Yes, 1want to play to my full potential and
he lp O ldham w in t he Grand F ina l . We t r a i n
Monday, Wednesday and Friday and Igo to the
gym Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday so you can
see we (the team) want this. Oldham have agreat
spirit with no stars just everyone playing for each
o t h e r a n d w e a l l r a t e M i k e F o r d a s a c o a c h .
Q. Do you have any time to relax?

Well of course you have to enjoy training to
spend so many hours partaking, but yes my wife
and Icatch up with the family on Saturdays and
try to get out Sunday evenings for an hour or two.
Tracey and Iwere married last year in Mexico,
with the family and friends around us and it was
marvellous, Iwould love to go back for aholiday,
there sometime: it is agreat place. Ialso want to
say thank you to the supporters for getting behind
us like they do.

i

a u l N o r t o n

Q. When did you start playing Rugby League?
Istarted playing when Iwas about 11 or 12

years old at Wigan St. Judes Amateurs. My dad
encouraged me and the coach at St. Judes then
was Ronnie Mallaghew who was agreat guy: in
fact Istill keep in touch with him. My most
t r e a s u r e d m e m o r i e s o f t h a t t i m e w e r e w h e n I w a s

abailboy at Wembley for the Cup Final between ©

f F o r t h e b e s
1 F o r d P r e

R U G B Y
f n mI
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FOLLOWING the appointment of Australian
D a v i d W a i t e a s t h e n e w G r e a t B r i t a i n c o a c h

Iva can give asneak preview of the train-on
squad chosen for next autumn’s ser ies
against our Antipodean cousins.
1 . K E N G A R O O

Abouncy full back sure to
h a v e t h e o p p o s i t i o n
hopping around. Powerful
legs make him quick off the
m a r k . F o r m e r a m a t e u r
b o x e r

2 . HUNTER VALLEY Afu l l bod ied , red
(blooded) centre. Well rounded and tasty.
Sunny disposition and agood party animal.
3 . M U R R AY D A R L I N G A f r e e fl o w i n g
winger with adeceptive change of speed. On
o c c a s i o n h i s t a l e n t fl o o d s o v e r a n d h e d r i v e s

the opposition onto the rocks.
4 . S Y D N E Y
H A R B O U R -
B R I D G E A m a n o f
s t e e l . A n o u t ¬

standing prop who
c a n s u p p o r t a n
enormous weight
of expectation. Stands out in any company.
5. MEL BOURNE Currently number two
behind Sydney Harbour-Bridge, but with
pretensions to be number one. Asmooth,
sophisticated and colourful prop, full of life.
Takes the game by storm.
6. BARRY EREEF Aspiky character who
can tear apart the best of defences. Avery
colourful character full of life and vitality. Has
agreat variety of moves.
7 . T A S M A N I A C o o l c u s t o m e r w h o c a n b e

very changeable. Blows hot and cold, but
can set an attack on fire during one of his hot
spells.
8. BON DYE Once famously described as
a‘Beach Bum’ for his apparent lazy attitude.
Bon has matured into alively loose-forward
who draws people to him before parting with
the ball. In his spare time is often found
surfing fhe net.
9 . G . O . W A L K A B O U T S t a n d o f f . C a n
disappear from the action for long periods
before suddenly popping up from nowhere to
snatch important tries.
10. BILLY BONG Threequarter. Often the
s i d e ’ s w a t e r c a r r i e r , b u t c a n s u s t a i n t h e

whole side when things are going wrong.
Refreshing atfitude.
1 1 . K A L G O O R L I E S e c o n d R o w . N o t e d f o r

powerful rushes. Waite believes he has
struck gold with this one.
12. BRI S. BANE Currently the best second-
row in the game. Ahot property in the
summer game. Bucks the t rend of the
modern image being areal workhorse.
13. VIC TORIA Acool customer, very laid
back. Abit old fashioned in his approach and
lacking asense of humour. Nevertheless
seems to go on forever. Stations himself
behind the pack to track down any runaways
before ensuring they hit the buffers.
14. ADE LAIDE Aquiet achiever. Not as
prominent as Mel Bourne or the flamboyant
Sydney Harbour-Bridge, but very pleasing to
the eye.
15. PARRY MATTA Halfback. As slippery as
an eel and very hard to handle.
16. SANDY COVE Of Scottish origin. Very
difficult to get past as he frequently bars the
w a y .
1 7 . WA L LY B E E A s m a l l e r , l i g h t w e i g h t
version of Ken Garoo. Very difficult to tie
down. He can tan the hide of any defence.
18. COOK TOWN Ahooker who explores all
the possibilities and has awhale of afime,
w h i c h s o m e t i m e s m a k e s t h e n a t i v e s h o s t i l e .

19. MATT ILLDA Classy centre who can
waltz through the best of defences. Often
waits for Billy Bong fo come up on his
outs ide before re leasing the def test of
p a s s e s .
20. COOLIE BARR Of Chinese origin this
wingman has branched out recently to reveal
the full flowering of his talenf. Has agreat
understanding with Matt lllda and Billy Bong
as they are all mates together.
2 1 . A Y R E S R O C K

'■ ' *

Aman mountain and phenomenal defender.
This craggy fellow really takes some getting
a r o u n d .

22 . JACOB S. CREEK Amagica l u t i l i t y
p l a y e r, s u i t e d t o a n y o c c a s i o n . C a n
accompany any meaty performance or fish
around for an opening.
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THOSE WHO LIT THE
F L A M E by Tony Collins.

(Author of 'Rugby's Great Split')
being solely Intended, according to their
not ions, for publ ic school or universi ty
players.”

T H E R E ’ S A N O L D S AY I N G ,
‘ L E T T H O S E W H O D R I N K
T H E W A T E R R E M E M B E R

W H O D U G T H E W E L L ’ .
T O D A Y ’ S G A M E I S A
G R E A T O P P O R T U N I T Y T O
R E M E M B E R T H E C R U C I A L
R O L E T H A T O L D H A M A N D
W A K E F I E L D P L A Y E R S

H A D I N T H E C R E A T I O N O F
R U G B Y L E A G U E .

Although he never played the game.
Trinity’s C.E. ‘Teddy’ Bartram deserves a
prominent place in rugby league history for
one simple reason.

He was the first player known to be paid
for playing rugby.

In the late 1870s Teddy was acricket pro
for Harrogate C.C. and also played as a
threequarter for their rugby team. He joined
Trinity in 1878 and rapidly became the star
player of Trinity’s double Yorkshire Cup
winning side in 1879 and 1880.

The vindictiveness of rugby’s rulers at
the time didn’t stop there. In 1889 Teddy
received atestimonial from Trinity. He was
Immediately banned from the game for life
for professionalism.i I n L a n c a s h i r e ,

the ‘honour’ of being
the first player to be
b a n n e d

p r o f e s s i o n a l i s m
w e n t t o a f u t u r e

Oldham player, Abe
Ashworth, In 1890.

A b e

playing for Werneth
w h e n h i s o l d c l u b ,
Moss ley, accused
him of jo in ing h is

new club In ex-change for abetter job.
He had been aweft carrier in aMossley

m i l l e a r n i n g a £ 1 a w e e k , b u t h a d
mysteriously got ajob as an iron dresser at
Werneth’s Hartford iron works for twenty-
seven shillings per week.

The Lancashire rugby union authorities
decided to make an example of him and
banned him from rugby for life. In Werneth
3,000 outraged people s igned apet i t ion
calling for the sentence to be lifted.

Eventually the ban was reduced to a
suspension and Abe joined the great Oldham
s i d e o f t h e 1 8 9 0 s .

Like Trinity, the Roughyeds had also
blazed atrail for rugby as the first Lancashire
c lub t o impo r t We lsh t a l en t , such as
I n t e r n a t i o n a l s D a l G w y n n a n d B i l l
M c C u t c h e o n .

Acentury or more later, the roots of
rugby league are woven deeply Into the
communi t ies of Oldham and Wakefield. And,
although they could never know It, the spirits
of Teddy Bartram and Abe Ashworth live on
today among those who have helped to
make our game the greatest game of all.

Tony Collins
f o r

w a s

A b e A s h w o r t h

H e b e c a m e s o

I m p o r t a n t t o t h e
t e a m t h a t i n 1 8 8 1

t h e T r i n i t y c o m ¬
m i t t e e i n v e n t e d t h e

p o s t o f a s s i s t a n t
secre tary so they
could pay him £52
p e r y e a r .

But despite his
b r i l l i a n c e o n t h e

r u g b y fi e l d a n d
repu ta t i on as the
b e s t c e n t r e i n t h e

north of England, he
w a s n e v e r s e l e c t e d

for England.
A f t e r B a r t r a m

had yet again been Ignored by the England
rugby union selectors in 1882, aYorkshire
magazine spel t out the reason for h is
e x c l u s i o n .

Teddy Bartram

‘‘There is too much of the professional
about him for their genteel Ideas, rugby
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. . . w i t h D a v e R o b e r t s

L o u i s L a v e r t y
Ibelieve you once played for the club?

Yes, Iplayed in the 50’s though Iwas really an ‘A’team
player. But what an A’team, Des McKeown, Vince Nestor, Alan
Kellett, Harold Lomas, Frank Stirrup, Arthur Tomlinson, Alan
Jones and all the big stars on the way back from injury. What we
would have done In today’s NFP! Idid make the Oldham first
team but you have to remember that in those day that there were
no subs and consequently only 13 places up for grabs. Iplayed
for what Ibe l ieved to be the bes t team and the bes t c lub in the
world and Iwill take great pride in telling my grandson that!

Did you play anywhere else?
Not professionally but Ialso played the amateur game for

both St. Anne’s and Higginshaw and had the honour of
appearing in 5Standard Cup Finals.
So what do you do now at ORLFC?

/supervise the boardroom on matchdays, welcoming the
opposing team officials and our other guests, generally making
sure everyone is happy. Ihave also enjoyed very much helping
to look after the players at training.

What about today’s rugby compared to the 50’s?
in my piaying days there was more concentration on playing open football and avoiding the

tackles although ironically there was then no rule limiting the number of tackles and Imust admit
that from time to time the forwards did stick it up their jerseys! The half backs, ball playing prop
and crafty loose forwards were the key to any team’s success and unless my fading memory is
again playing tricks there were many more occasions in the 50s and 60s when ‘runners’ were put
through the gap than there are today. Players, though, are bigger, faster and fitter today than 40
or 50 years ago.

What’s your most memorable moment?
It has to be the Oldham winning the Championship in front of almost 70,000 spectators at

Odsal in 1957. What aspectacle! What ateam!
H o w w i l l w e d o t h i s s e a s o n ?

/think we will be up there challenging for aplace in the Grand Final and Ithink we might just
‘squeeze’ todays game.

What other interests do you have besides rugby?
Whilst Iam now officially retired Idon’t seem to have that much time. Iplay golf at Oldham

Golf Club and enter tournaments when Ican (I am abandit!). My daughter lives out in Tenerife
and my wife and /get over there as often as we can.
Final iy, Louis any regrets?

Yes, Ialways wanted to be afilm star, Micky Rooney the second!

- ^

Louis Laverty

B L A I N E Y ’ S B A K E R S
High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, Lees Road, Oldham Tel: 0161 -624 -7391
23



A m a t e u r A l b u m
WITH Don Yates

W A Y B A C K i n 1 9 3 0 a G r e e n a c r e s t o d d l e r

was taken to his first Roughyeds match by a
neighbour who was aturnstile operator up at
Watersheddings. That toddler is now spritely
75 year old Jimmy Green, still an Oldham
supporter, though, understandably, he now
picks and chooses which matches to attend.
He will definitely be here this afternoon urging
on the Roughyeds after alifetime of, not only
supporting Oldham, but giving dedicated
service to local amateur rugby, service which
was rewarded afew years ago when he was
granted life membership of BARLA.

of the Peach Road clubhouse. Despite his
age , J immy wa tches mos t Wate rhead
matches, both home and away, following the
fortunes of his grandson Jonathan Eastwood,
aprominent member of the Waterhead pack.
Both Jimmy’s sons, Nigel and Andrew, have
a l s o t u r n e d o u t f o r Wa t e r h e a d .

Jimmy’s current involvement with the
game entails him sitting on the BARLA
Disciplinary Appeals Committee. He travels
over to Huddersfield most Tuesdays with
chairman Wally Walker another former St.
Anne’s stalwart. ‘I enjoy that involvement. I
find it most interesting.’ says Jimmy, whilst
about the amateur game in general and
Waterhead in particular he continues, ‘I find
amateur rugby refreshing. The players may
not be as fast or powerful as the professionals
but they are able to display more individual
skill. I’m delighted Waterhead are in the
Conference League, it’s superb competition.
I ’ d l i k e t o s e e t h e m i n t h e P r e m i e r D i v i s i o n

but, as long as they continue to provide good
entertaining rugby each week, I’ll be happy.’

St. Anne's preparing for the Hunslet cup tie 1961
Jimmy Green front left, Brian Gartland front right,
coach Peter Brown with diagram.

Jimmy Green played for the St. Anne’s
school team just before the war when he
developed al i fe long f r iendship wi th h is
schoolboy chum, Peter Brown. Unfortunately
Jimmy’s amateur career never got off the
ground because of injury and illness which he
suffered during his wartime service in the
Navy. Never the less he main ta ined h is
friendship with Peter Brown and the St.
Anne’s stalwart invited Jimmy to join the St.
Anne’s committee in 1952. Jimmy served on
the committee for around 15 years before
taking awell earned break. After acouple of
years away from the amateur game he was
invited to join the Waterhead committee and
h e h a s b e e n a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e P e a c h R o a d
c l u b e v e r s i n c e . H i s s e r v i c e t o Wa t e r h e a d h a s
b e e n b o t h i m m e n s e a n d v a r i e d . H e h a s

enjoyed more than one spell as chairman and
during his time at Waterhead he has been
involved in both the planning and construction

Oldham Executive Committee. Back Row: George
Taylor, Wally Walker, Front Row: Frank O’Neill, Peter
Brown, John Burke &Jimmy Green

The Roughyeds have lost nine Challenge
C u p s e m i - fi n a l s s i n c e J i m m y b e g a n
supporting them over 70 years ago. Probably
he will never see them play at Wembley but
cup-tie rugby invariably throws up some
shocks so maybe, just maybe, Jimmy’s
d r e a m s o f O l d h a m ’ s i n v o l v e m e n t i n a fi n a l w i l l

be realised. Then the whisky really will flow in
t h e W a t e r h e a d c l u b h o u s e .
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C l u b C a u .
C l u b c a l lJ U N I O R R O U G H Y E D S

The Junior Roughyeds have
now had t he i r En ro imen t

Night but it’s not too late to
join in the fun.

You could even get the
chance to be Team Masco t fo r

the day.
For more deta i ls on the Jun ior

Roughyeds give the Club a
ring on

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

4 - S t a r L o n d o n
W e e k e n d

The Elite Club are running a
weekend break in London taking

in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup
Final at Twickenham and staying

i n C e n t r a l L o n d o n .

For more details on this exciting
w e e k e n d c a l l

D a v e a t T h e C l u b o n

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

RUGBY LEAGUE
AT GIGG LANE

T h e
S a t u r d a y

Y a n k e e
SwiNTON Lions vOldham

Thursday March 1st K.O. 7.45pm

VIP WlATCHDAY Package
Car Park Pass ■Bucks fizz Reception ■

Complimentary Programme ■Superb Traditional

Sunday Lunch (Served at 6. 15pm in new pitchside
restaurant) ■Fun Quiz and Competitions ■Half Time

Refreshments ■Executive Lounge Passes ■V.l.P.
Main Stand Match Seat

Special all Inclusive Price Only £20 per person
(Juniors £10)

MUST PRE BOOK PHONE PETER YOUNG
0161 705 2144

❖

T h e S a t u r d a y Ya n k e e n o w s t a n d s
AT £4,500 so AS YOU CAN SEE ITS WELL

W O R T H W I N N I N G .

So IF YOU ARE NOT AMEMBER, WHY
NOT JOIN STRAIGHT AWAY?

You can get more information on
the Saturday Yankee by ringing

Haydn on

0 1 6 1 - 6 2 8 - 3 6 7 7 AFABULOUS DA YGUARANTEED!!!!!

N E X T A T B O U N D A R Y P A R K
Sunday 4March vHunslet Hawks KO 3.00pm (I\IFP)

Sunday 18 March vSheffield Eagles KO 3.00pm (NFP)
N E X T G A M E A W A Y

Thursday 1March vSwinton Lions KO 17.45pm (NFP)
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with Simon Winnard! ! !

TODAY WE play host to Super League
opposition for the first time in the new
Oldham club’s brief history, welcoming
what is possibly the longest club name in
Rugby League, the Wakefield Trinity
W i l d c a t s . T h i s w i l l b e a r e a l t e s t o f M i k e
Ford’s side’s progress and identify just
how far the club still has to go in order to
realise its top flight ambitions.

The two clubs have shared some epic
battles over the years, however, none
more poignant than recent respective
fights by each to stay alive given the harsh
financial reality of modern day Rugby
League.

structured and financially stable manner is
bad enough. However, what's even worse
is using minimum ground criteria to
exclude teams whilst being apathetic to
the various existing SL clubs which clearly
s t i l l f a l l sho r t o f t hose s tanda rds and a re
blatantly doing nothing about it. Its killing
our game.

Aprime example is Salford, knocked
out of this competition in the last round as
they were completely outplayed by Leigh
in the second half. Even before the Super
League season s ta r t s , t hey have
absolutely nothing to play for. Its as simple
as that. Is it therefore any wonder that
Salford fans aren't returning to the Willows
in their droves? Even if you don’t have the
greatest team in the league, arelegation
scrap represents acause to fight for and
fantastic entertainment for the spectators.
Both today’s clubs can surely vouch for
that. Yes Iknow the PR routine. Super
League attendances are on the increase:
and this is true. However, take alook at
the crowd figures of the bottom eight
Super League c lubs in games not
involving the big four and they tell avery
different story.

Whilst News Corporation coffers
simply find their way into players pockets,
clubs in the NFP are coming to terms with
their own financial independence. If we are
ever to see the Roughyeds grace the top
flight again, and Icertainly hope that this
will happen, there are two essential
changes that have to take place in Super
League. Crucially, aviable method of
promotion and relegation between SL and
the NFP is amust, as is atruly effective
salary cap to ensure amore equal
distribution of playing talent.

On afina l no te , take a look a t the
magnificent unofficial Oldham Rugby
League website which is amust for every
Roughyed fan . You can find i t a t
www.OldhamRoughyeds.net

Despite being bankrolled by an
enormous amount of News Corporation
funding, Wakefield would appear to be a
perfect example of the financial suicide
which achieving mid-table mediocrity in
the top flight seems to currently represent.
Indeed, the Wildcats of Wakefield almost
joined the Bears of Oldham on the extinct
list of Super League menagerie.

My thoughts on the Super League in
its present format are well documented.
The top four’s complete domination of the
competition has ensured acaptive market
of the limited top quality players. The
discarded remainder are merely left to do
the rounds in anomadic swap shop
b e t w e e n t h e b e s t o f t h e r e s t a s t h e s e
clubs all frantically search for that winning
formula. If these left over players, along
with second rate imports, offer the only
alternative to compete with the likes of
Wigan, Saints and Bradford is it really
therefore asurprise that the Super League
status quo has offered the same play-off
participants and bottom team in the last
t h r e e s e a s o n s ?

Relegation from Super League is
currently scrapped, make no mistake
about that. Holding back aspirant clubs
l i k e D e w s b u r y a n d H u n s i e t f r o m
progressing through the ranks in a
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ifirStfor Ford
ISaddleworth

i ni r u
M a r s h a l l

Pumps I !N e w & u s e d c a r s a l e s
!Service &repairsIapproved distr ibutor for many of

Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with

guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expert ise

|| /Haytcix̂
Z/

M e m b e r o i i h e

Mm Rick Whyman Ltd.'OPQR£QTBRffji j o « o s i

. S A D D L E W O R T H
M O T O R C O

C e r t i fi c a t e N o , 9 1 0 5 5 4

IMarshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m ■O L 1 1 U A

Tel: 0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: info@marshallpumps. co. uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

HIGH STREET,■
^UPPERMILL, OLDHAM S

01457 872178

^ P I L G R I M
^aWIS'9rWS9l"MWSWVWJWm

Local^ manufactured hydraulic equipment for
t h e Po w e r &Ma r i n e i n d u s t r i e s Wo r l d w i d e

www.pilgriiKinternationaLco.uk
X e l : 0 1 6 > l ^ 2 4 3 0 0 5

\ X /

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S

& S O N S L I M I T E D
SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

O L D H A ME s t a b l i s h e d 1 9 4 7

Home of the Little Pickle &Spice Co.
P l u m b e r s ! E l e c t r i c i a n s

Heat ing Eng ineer ing
Securi ty Systems

176 Oldham Road, Spr inghead, O ldham OL4 5SJ
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

Te l / F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 0 2 7
email: pickles@talk21.com

G o o d L u c k t o O l d h a m R L F C

throughout 2001
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A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
i n O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535
A s h t o n - J o h n M i l l s
Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550
F a i l s w o r t h - P e t e r S c h o l e s 0 1 6 1 - 6 8 1 5 6 0 0

0 1 6 1 - 3 3 9 6 1 4 0

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 A M HA M H

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

L a n s a o w n e

Roofing
SuDolies Ltd.Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes

and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

Secondhand t i les and slates
bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
and de l ivered

Shaw St ree t
O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham 0L9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Te l 0 1 6 1 7 8 5 0 8 1 3
F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 5 0 7

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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O n T h i s D a y . . .
Don Yates looks back to February 25th yesteryear

THIS AFTERNOON the Roughyeds will be
hoping to turn the clock back six years to
Saturday 25th February 1995, when they pulled
off asurprise victory against Super League
opposition in the Silk Cut Challenge Cup. That
day Oldham travelled to Warrington for a
televised fifth round tie against opponents who
had beaten them 55-6 ear l ier in the season.
Menawhile an early Warrington try failed to
dampen the spirit of the Roughyeds who
recovered to win 17-6. Winger Scott Ranson
and second- row fo rward Joe Fa ima lo scored
the Oldham tries at Wilderspool with stand off
Wilson Marsh adding four goals and centre
Steve Gartland adropped goal.

Former Roughyeds’ physiotherapist John
Watk ins cons iders Oldham’s 16-4 th i rd round
win at Widnes on Sunday 25th February 1990
as the most memorable v ic tory he was
associated with during his lengthy spell at
Watershedd ings . Jus t l i ke the match a t
Warrington five years later, Widnes scored all
t he i r po in ts be fo re O ldham go t on the
scoresheet, and it was the same player who
scored them al l . Welsh internat ional Jonathan
Davies scored aconverted try for Warrington
and acouple of penalties for Widnes. Second-
r o w f o r w a r d K e i t h N e w t o n s c o r e d t h e fi r s t
Oldham try at Naughton Park and another
former Widnes star, full back Duncan Platt,
a d d e d f o u r g o a l s b e f o r e c e n t r e J o h n
H e n d e r s o n s e t t l e d t h e t i e w i t h t h e s e c o n d

Roughyeds touchdown. Henderson was not the
only player in action that day who is still
involved with the current club, for scrum half at
Widnes was Mike Ford whilst Leo Casey was
leading the pack.

The recen t l y fo rmed O ldham Rugby
League Heritage Trust has received much
publicity lately. The photographs published in
the local press include one featuring the jersey
worn by hooker Edgar Brooks when he
represented England in 1939. That international
was staged at Knowsley Road on Saturday
25th February when France visited St. Helens
and beat England 12-9, all the points coming
from tr ies. The attendance at that match was
10,000 but receipts were only £425, the
average cost of entry being less than one
shilling. That’s 5p in today’s currency. How

times have changed. Also included in the
English pack that afternoon was Wakefield
second-row forward Mick Exiey. Both Exiey and
Brooks would almost certainly have toured
A u s t r a l a s i a w i t h G r e a t B r i t a i n i n 1 9 4 0 b u t f o r
t h e o u t b r e a k o f w a r.

By 1975 the cost of watching international
rugby had risen to astaggering £1. Even the

programmes cost lOp
w h e n E n g l a n d m e t
W a l e s a t S a l f o r d o n

Tuesday 25th February
1 9 7 5 . D e s p i t e t h e
e x p e n s e ,
s p e c t a t o r s
E n g l a n d c l i n c h t h e
E u r o p e a n
Championship with a
12-8 victory after both
c o u n t r i e s h a d d e f e a t e d
F r a n c e . T h r e e

Wakefield players were

8 , 4 9 4#
s a w

7 -

Mick Morgan

included in the English
squad, two of whom
l a t e r p l a y e d f o r
O l d h a m ,

forward Mick Morgan
a n d
s u b s t i t u t e

To p l i s s w e r e t h e
players who played for
b o t h t o d a y ’ s c l u b s
w h i l s t t h e o t h e r
W a k e fi e l d i n t e r n a t i o n a l
w a s f u l l b a c k L e s
S h e a r d .

L o o s e

non -p lay ing
D a v i d

David Topliss

It was on this day in 1922, Saturday 25th
February, that Oldham pulled off acomfortable
29-0 away win against the amateurs of Elland
Wanderers in the first round of the Challenge
Cup. Winger Reg Farrar led the way with four
touchdowns. Rochdale Hornets winger Jack
C o r s i w e n t o n e b e t t e r a n d s c o r e d fi v e t r i e s a s
the Hornets defeated Broughton Moor 54-2 in
a n o t h e r fi r s t r o u n d t i e . F o u r w e e k s l a t e r H o r n e t s

knocked Oldham out of the competition and
then went on to lift the trophy, their only
s u c c e s s i n t h i s m o s t p r e s t i g i o u s o f
competitions.
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Silk Cut Sponsors of The Challenge CupR e s u l t A t tDate Opponent

17 Workington
1,294

A l l i ance22- 61,295
10- 63,402 ‘■H.V24

I
JANUARY

1 W I D N E S 20-12 3,471
7 9 . . . w i t h

Haydn Walker
18 -44 4,747

A P
28 QUEENSBURY (SCCC R3) 64 -01,559

56-2 1,210

H P
17 -6 2,008

H52 -61,451

1 4 L E I G H
2 1 S w i n t o n

i . M - , 2

LAST WEEK the Alliance team produced probably their best
performance of the season so far with a44-6 win over Hunslet at
Castleton Gabriels. It was especially pleasing in that areas we had
been trying to improve at training for some time at last showed
improvements.

Our attacking structure was much better and we did the basics
right. Istill believe we can improve even further and indeed on
Monday night ahungry group of players put in along physical
session with an hour and ahalf on the training pitch and an hour
watching the match video.

As for the Hunslet game itself those who attend will know that
alarge number of players had big games. Our pack was really
hungry and aggressive with Lee Doran, Paul Norton and Chris
Farrell outstanding. Chris Naylor also had his best game of the
season and is hopefully recapturing the form he had prior to his
shoulder injury.

3 0 C H O R L E Y
FEBRUARY
4 W H I T E H AV E N

11 HULL KR (SCCC R4)
18 GATESHEAD
25 WAKEFIELD (SCCC R5) H
MARCH
4 H U N S L E T

11 Dewsbury
18 SHEFFIELD
25 Feathers tone

H
A
H
A

APRIL
1 Y o r k
8 B A T L E Y

13 ROCHDALE
1 6 W i d n e s

Bailey
KEIGHLEY

A
H
H
A
A22

29 H
MAY
6 B A R R O W

13 Chorley
20 WORKINGTON
27 DONCASTER

H
A
H
H

JUNE
3 G a t e s h e a d

10 SWINTON
17 Whi tehaven
24 Keighley

A
H
A ■
A

t

JULY \
1 H u l l K R A k

A L L I A N C E T E A M F I X T U R E S
D e c

6 Keighley
2 1 R o c h d a l e
J a n
3 Hunslet

1 0 L e i g h
1 8 W i d n e s

2 0 W o r k i n g t o n

A 7 . 3 0 L 1 6 - 3 6

7.30 W24-0H

A W 2 6 - 1 0
L 3 6 - 1 8

7 , 3 0
7 . 3 0A

H P
H 2.30 W24-0

F e b
3 Whitehaven

1 5 H u n s l e t

2 2 B a t l e y
M a r c h
1 7 W h i t e h a v e n

2 2 F e a t h e r s t o n e
2 9 D o n c a s t e r

A p r i l
4 Batley
1 9 D o n c a s t e r

H P
H 7.30 W44-6

7 . 3 0H

A 2 . 3 0
H 7 . 3 0
A 7 . 3 0

J a m e s W i l k i n s o nK e i t h B r e n n a nA 7 . 3 0
H 7 . 3 0

M a y
Kei th Brennan and James Wi lk inson combined wel l at hal f

back while the backline performances of Lacey, Dodd, Barrow and
Cross presented Mike Ford with areal selection poser.

Haydn Walker Alliance Coach

3 Featherstone
10 Keighley
19 Workington
24 Rochdale

31 Leigh
J u n e
7 Widnes

13 Top Five Play Offs

A 7 . 3 0

7 . 3 0
2 . 3 0
7 . 3 0
7 . 3 0

H
A
A
H

A 7 . 3 0

O l d h a m R L F C f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e l e t ’ s
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL

ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game
A N D r a c i s t C H A N T S A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.

I m p o r t a n t N o t i c e
Boundarv Park is fitted with an emergency alert system (Local High Pitch, Two

Tone Signal). If you should hear the signal please pay attention to the
instruct ions given, atest of the alert system wil l be made prior to each game,

twenty minutes pr ior to the k ick-off t ime, fo l lowed by the words:
“Th is i s a tes t o f the Boundary Park A le r t Sys tem"
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i f y o u ^ r e n o t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

h a n h ^ c o n v e r t

N E I L
G I B B I S O N

-B.D.S., V.U. Mane

y V T h e R o y a l B a n k
o f S c o t l a n dDental

Surgeon For more information on the range of
B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Paul Heath, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill

Oldham OL3 6HY
The Royal Bank of Scotland pic

Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B

Reg is te red in Sco t land
Tel 01457 872108

N o . 9 0 3 1 2

M o o r s i d eS a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r m

M e t a l P r o d u c t s
L i m i t e d

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports
S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o e S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d

Mail Order &Delivery Service
A v a i l a b l e

STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS
Highfleld Street

Oldham, OL9 6DT❖

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e
93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashi re . OL3 7JJ

P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5
2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: marj.cooke(5)tesco.net
e.mail: g.cooke@cwctv.net

Telephone 0161 624 3303
Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, gas and

wate r i ndus t r i es . Manu fac tu re rs

of all types of process plants
❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ■V i s a ■M a s t e r c a r d ! S w i t c h ■
D e l t a ■S o l o ■A m e x
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HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office:

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,
Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.
Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337
Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367
E-Mail: anllox@hayneswood.u-net.com

U S A O f fi c e :

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658 Sequel Drive, Unit 6,

Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +1 831 462 3583

1-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net
Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health &Safety Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

Castle Hous e,S chofi el dStreet, Oldham,OL8 1QL

G o o d I V i n

B E S T i
' y .

IBHBA Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5O i D H A M C h a m b e r

71 tL■A L T O G E T H E R I

A G R E A T i
P L A C E T O m

sA
.■ f A l t o g e t h e r , a g r e a t p l a c e t o b e

1 8 Y o r k s h i r e S t r e e t O l d h a m
T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 0 7 8 4 7

▲

11

Si Dinin jc i 5

proudly associated with Oldham R.LF.C.

For information or aprospectus about our full and
part time courses starting this summer call us on
Freephone 0800 269 480.

O L D H A M
C O L L E G E

33



W h a t e v e r y e u r s p e n t

p r e t e c t s

sport can be tough. Injuries happen. So trust

ProSport to help prevent nd treat spraii 5, strains.

damaged musc les, tendons

R e v o l u l i NP roSpo r t Max g i ves op t imuml a r y

suppor t w i th the added i fo r t o f Coo lMax^“ to

n f o r t a b l e w h e n t hkeep you dry and h e a t i «

Together with warming ProSport SupaThern

or ig ina l ProSpor t E las t ica ted, there 's acomple te

choice ot supports to meet all yoi

a n d

re<7njjgspor t i ng needs .

%V'rT-

Whatever your sport, ProSport protects.

rroSporl and Si Irailc Marks of the SSL group. CoolMox is aTrade Mork of DuPont. From all good sports shops and phot icies Insluding: olltsporls, First Sport, Interspoft, Boots, Uoyds &Moss.



O l d h a m - a
leading player
a t the hear t o f
the Nor th West
Take alook around the Oldham of the 21st century
and you won't fail to be impressed with what's been
achieved. There are now huge efforts taking place to
ensure that the Borough remains in its rightful place
at the hub of the North West region.Oldham Broadway Business Park

Two hundred million pounds and more has been invested in turning the town centre into amodern and
vibrant place to shop and work. Money has also been spent regenerating and renewing areas like
Westwood, Glodwick, Fitton Flill and Hathershaw,
and building 23 new schools in just 20 years. An
exciting new town centre Cultural Quarter is taking
shape; new industry, new investment and more
tourists are coming to the Borough and astate-
of-the-art Business Management School is now
open.

Ring Road (S& W)
Oldham, (M 67)
Mcr 4̂ . Chester
Birmingham

M60A663
M'cr city centre
Chadderton

(M56)

Oldham is already at the heart of the motorway
network and now also benefits from the new M60

orbital route. Metrolink is also coming to the town,
and the brand new £3.4 million central bus station

has opened this year. The M60 Motorway

There are many other reasons which make Oldham adesirable
place to live, work and visit -its reputation for hard work,
commitment and down to earth friendliness are Just some of
t h e m .

Put them all together and they make Oldham aleading player
at the heart of the North West.

Enquiries about projects being undertaken by the Council, or any
of its policies, to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO
Box 160, Civ ic Centre, West Street , Oldham 0L1 1UG,

telephone 0161 911 4708, fax 0161 911 4936,
ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk
or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk

O L D H A M O O D O
Town Centre Shopping Metropolitan Borough O



S I L K C U T S I L K C U T
I r . H A T . T . F . N G E C U PC H A L L E N G E C i n >

f V '

OLDHAM WAKEFIELD TRINITY
C o a c h : M i k e F O R D C o a c h : J o h n H A R B I N

^ ^M a r k S I B S O N

Daryl LACEY
Anthony GIBBONS

P a t R I C H

G a v i n D O D D

D a v i d G I B B O N S

N e i l R O D E N

L e o C A S E Y

J o h n H O U G H

Andy PROCTOR
P h i l F A R R E L L

I a n S I N F I E L D

K e v i n M A N N I O N

Martyn HOLLAND
N e i l L A W

R i c h a r d S M I T H

J u s t i n B R O O K E R

W a i s a l e S O VATA B U A

M a r t i n P E A R S O N

B r a d D A V I S

F r a n k W A T E N E

D a v i d M A R C H

J u l i a n O ’ N E I L L

J a m i e F I E L D

Gary PRICE
W i l l i e P O C H I N G

L2 |
: 3 i
: 4 i
: 5 i
L6 |

[ 85

: i o i
[111
[121
[131

M i k e F O R D

J a s o n G U E S T

P a u l N O R T O N

C h r i s F A R R E L L

T O D A Y ’ S

DAVE ANSELL

P a u l J A C K S O N

Ryan HUDSON
Tommy HAUGHEY
K e i t h M A S O N

O F F I C I A L S

REFEREE:

55]
[161
[171

STUART MARSHALL

IAN GRAYDON J| ̂ ODDY

NICK



S I L K C U T
"I

C H A L L E N G E C U P

2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T P R I Z E S
After 17 years of sponsorship the year 2000/2001 is the final year of Silk Cut’s involvement in the Rugby
League Challenge Cup. The final year is worth £1 million -afirst for British club Rugby League. With
the demolition of Wembley now well underway, the final will be held at the headquarters of rugby union
-Twickenham -with the victorious team in 2001 receiving arecord prize cheque of £150,000.

Of the 2001 sponsorship investment of £1,000,000 atotal prize fund of £642,650 is projected for the Silk
Cut Challenge Cup. The remaining funds will be deposited in the League's Capital Development Fund.
The complete 2001 Silk Cut Challenge Cup prize structure is:

S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P

Third Round winners (NFP Clubs)
Third Round losers (Amateur Clubs)
F r e n c h C l u b s

Fourth Round losers
Fifth Round losers
Quarter-Final losers
Semi-Final losers
Runners-up
W i n n e r s

£4,500
£1,300
£6,750
£6,000

£10,000
£18,500
£25,000
£65,000

£150,000

£642,650
£357,350

£1,000,000

PROJECTED PRIZE FUND
PROJECTED CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT FUND
G R A N D T O T A L

The above amounts are paid direct to the clubs by the Rugby Football League. There wiU be no prize
money cheque to be presented at matches by the Silk Cut Sales Representative.

2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T A W A R D S

Silk Cut Awards will again be presented to the adjudged Man of the Match in each tie from the first round
onwards. In each case the winner will receive acommemorative medallion. The winner will also receive
acheque for £200 from the third round through to the quarter-finals. The Man of the Match at both
semi-finals receives acheque for £400 plus an engraved silver plated replica rugby ball.

O
O
( N

2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P T I M E T A B L E
2/3 December, 2000
16/17 December, 2000
27/28 January, 2001
10/11 February, 2001

F i r s t R o u n d F i f t h R o u n d 24/25 February, 2001
10/11 March, 2001
31 March/1 April, 2001
28 April, 2001

XQuarter Finals
Semi Finals
F i n a l

S e c o n d R o u n d

T l i i r d r o u n d
F o u r t h R o u n d w

2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P F I N A L T I C K E T S

Tickets for the all-seater 2001 Silk Cut Challenge Cup Final on Saturday 28th April, 2001 at Twickenham
can be booked now priced £50, £45, £40, £35, £30, £25, £20, £15 and £10.

Please forward order and remittance, made payable to the Rugby Football League, to:
T H E T I C K E T O F F I C E , T H E R U G B Y F O O T B A L L L E A G U E , R E D H A L L , R E D H A L L L A N E ,
LEEDS. LS17 8NB. Switch, Visa, and Access credit card bookings can be made by phoning the Ticket
Hotline on 0113 232 9444 between 9.00am and 5.00pm, Monday to Friday.

u

H
O
H
Q2 0 0 0 / 2 0 0 1 S I L K C U T C H A L L E N G E C U P D R A W S

The draw for the first round will be made live on GMR at 7.10pm on Tuesday 14th November, 2000.
The draws for the second and third rounds will be made live on BBC Radio Leeds at approximately 7.00pm
on Wednesday 6th December and Wednesday 3rd January respectively. The fourth round draw will be
made on Monday 29th January, 2001.

The draw ceremonies for the fifth round, quarter-finals and semi-finals will be made live on BBC Sunday
Grandstand at approximately 5.10pm on the following dates:

o

P -
X
H

Sunday 11th February
Sunday 25th February
Sunday 11th March.

F i f t h R o u n d

Quarter-Finals
Semi-Finals
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