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KEEP A TIGHT GRIP ON
YOUR FINANCES

If you don't keep a grip on your "Financial Health"
how can you be sure your future is secure?

* Mortgages” ¢ Life Cover ¢ Income Protection* » Pensions ¢
¢ Investments ¢ ISA’s ¢ Savings ¢ Individual Financial Review ¢

FREEPHONE 0800 015 4020

The Money Group

Independent Financial Advisers

The Money Group, Independent Financial Advisers, Ocean House, 7 Memorial Road,
Walkden, Manchester M28 3AQ. Tel: 0161 790 4300. Fax: 0161 790 4399.
Email: enquiries@moneygroup.co.uk Web: www.moneygroup.co.uk

A MEMBER OF IFA NETWORK LIMITED WHICH IS REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY.
*THESE PRODUCTS ARE NOT REGULATED BY THE PERSONAL INVESTMENT AUTHORITY. YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP
REPAYMENTS ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. WRITTEN DETAILS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST.




. . . with Christopher Hamilton

THE normal “Welcome
back to Boundary Park”
message in these notes is
no longer relevant as we
never seem to play away
from home any more! This
is a problem for the Club as
well as you the paying
customer and the fixture
format has to be looked at

in respect of the problems it
| brings.

Today we welcome
Whitehaven, who are a club
that has experienced
problems over the last few
months and desplte a poor start to the season are now
starting to show some form. Playing against them is never
easy but Mike will have the players well prepared you can
be assured. This week has seen a round of NFP fixtures
and the division is beginning to take shape. The beauty of
the competition is that with having a top eight play-off
there is much more to play for long into the season for
more of the teams.

The Alliance team is also well into its season and it is
great to see them in fourth place at the moment. What is
particularly pleasing for all of us is the fact that this is being
done with a team that is comprised mainly of players who
are under 24. This is a reflection of the hard work which
has gone on at the club to encourage good, young talent
and in the last game against Workington of the 17 players
on duty 15 were under the age of 24, 13 were under the
age of 21 and 10 were playing in the Academy team last
season — that is great progress for a fledgling club like
ours and if you couple that with the recent signings of
youngsters of the quality of James Wilkinson, Paul
Bennett and James Kirkland we have to be pleased with
the way the youth policy is progressing. Our Chief Scout,
John Jackson, has already put in a lot of work with the
local Amateur clubs and we obviously intend to carry this
on. “Jacko” has a wealth of experience in recruiting talent
and is this Club’s future.

Enjoy the game.

Chris Hamilton

The Rouglopeds

Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 UNION STREET
OLpHAM OL1 1DJ

TELEPHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
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DEREK ANTHONY LTD.
General Sheetmetal Workers &
Structural Steel Fabricators
UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DERKER STREET - OLbHAM OLI1 3LY

Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616

WisH ORLFC every success For 2001

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES
(NORTHERN) LtD.

OLDpHAM DEPOT

Tel 0161 626 8111
For all your
Plant & Tool Hire Needs
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2001 Season

PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &
GARAGE SERVICES

PuncTure REPAIRS - WHEEL BALANCING
TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLUTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING
M.O.T. RePAIRS - EXHAUSTS

Beever STREeT - OLbHAM OL1 3TD

Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
Fax: 0161 628 9949
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PACKAGING LIMITED
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MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OLA4 1DF

TEL: 0161-284 900 FAX:0161-627 5049




1 IN welcoming today’s visitors we are looking forward
| to a much harder game than of late. As yet
Whitehaven have not enjoyed the best of results with
| just two home wins against Chorley and Rochdale. |
know it takes time for a new coach to get across his
ideas but Paul Cullen is an excellent prospect and |
| am certain that with time he will turn Whitehaven into
a formidable side, though hopefully not too much so
before today.
- The Queensbury Cup tie and the Chorley Lynx
| League game had both plusses and minuses. On the
| plus side we continued to show disciplined defence
y| and to concede only two points overall was very
satisfying. We were able to run in plenty of tries with
many of these the result of outstanding teamwork. In
addition the young players we introduced like Gareth
Barber, Gavin Dodd and Lee Doran all did themselves
proud emphasising to me that we now have much
greater strength in depth and that these players can handle first team football. As a
consequence the team is full of confidence and we hope to kick on from here with good
results in both League and Cup.

On the minus side | thought we got a bit over-adventurous at times, trying to force
passes that weren't really there and as a result our ball control wasn't as good as |
would like. Relatively easy games like the last two put you in a ‘no win’ situation
because people get frustrated that every attack doesn’t put points on the board.
Expectations are high and it is not always possible to live up to them. | hope we scored
enough points, however, to keep you happy.

The Cup draw is a tough one but we can’t ask for more than a home game. The rest
is up to us. Hull KR will bring a decent following with them so it should be a good
atmosphere. And if we should win there is every prospect of a crack at one of the top
sides in the next round.

However, first up there is the little matter of Whitehaven today. As ever, enjoy the
game.

Mike

Sumoe(t Wﬁmd]@mm

PVCu Windows, Doors & Conservatories

Sunset WiNDows LiMITED, WADDINGTON STREET, OLbHAM OL9 6QH
Tel. 0161 624 5962 - Fax 0161 627 5094




DRONSFIELDS

MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL ROAD,
DOBCROSS OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717
FAX: 01457 - 871940

New & Used Mercedes
Vehicles & Spares
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RYDER
DUTTON

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS AND SURVEYERS

Wherever you see
this sign you can
be assured
of an efficient and
professional
approach
to any property
matter
7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,
Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &
Ashton-u-Lyne

LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP

RESTAURANT

BeEsT WISHES
TO
OLbpHAM RLFC

UNiTs 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

Mon - Sat  10.30- 5.30

0161 633 0074

LANS;)OWNE TRADING |
SERVICES LTD.

FLATS « CURTAINSIDERS AND
EXTENDERS
To ALL PARTS OF UK AND
EUuROPE

4 LansDOWNE RoAD - CHADDERTON - OLDHAM, OL9 9EF

TeL. 0161 626 1141 - Fax 0161 628 7078
MosiLe 07974 127082
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... from the pen of Michael Turner

Bernard Ganley - twelve goals in the Lancashire Cup
victory over Whitehaven in 1953.

TODAY we extend a warm welcome to the
players, officials and supporters from the
Whitehaven club. When ‘Haven joined the
league for the 1949-50 season, they
immediately became something of a bogy
club for the ‘Roughyeds’ whenever they
visited Cumbria (or Cumberland as it was
then). Indeed it wasn't until their ninth trip to
the Recreation Ground on January 19th
1957, that victory was finally secured. On
the previous eight excursions five matches
were lost and three were drawn.

In and amongst those defeats was a
narrow 13-12 reverse in the 1st round, 1st
leg of the Lancashire Cup on Saturday,
September 15th 1953. A crowd of 5,900
people were at the game when the Oldham
scorers were three goals from Bernard
Ganley and a try each for Frank Pitchford
and Lionel Emmitt.

Atatan

The second leg was played just two
days later at Watersheddings on Monday
evening September 7th and after the close
encounter up at Whitehaven a bumper
attendance of 10,142 turned out for the
return match, no doubt anticipating another
close struggle. But what a difference.! The
Roughyeds coasted to a 45-6 victory
Oldham scored seven tries from; Frank
Stirrup (2), Johnny Feather (2), Alan Davies,
Lionel Emmitt and Bryn Goldswain but like
many times before and since it was Ganley
‘the boot’ who stole the show. Bernard being
successful with no less than a dozen kicks
at goal.

The dubious reward for their
endeavours was a trip to Wilderspool to play
Warrington in the next round. Again Oldham
lost out by a solitary point 12-11 but this time
the match was one leg only, and so the
Roughyeds were out of the competition.
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The team that played against
Whitehaven on Monday September 13th
was as follows:

Bernard Ganley, Lionel Emmitt, Billy
Mitchell, Alan Davies, Terry O’Grady,
Johnny Feather, Frank Stirrup; Harry
Ogden, Jimmy Mundy, Ken Jackson, Sid
Little, Charlie Winslade, Bryn Goldswain.



IT's Silk Cut”
Challenge Cup
time again — and
Oldham fans can
look forward to
a cracking tie
against Hull KR
at  Boundary

Park next
Sunday.
On the face

of it, a visit by
the Robins isn't the best tie available, but if the
object of the exercise is to go as far as possible
in a competition that invariably attracts media
attention and stirs up interest, then Hull KR at
home will do nicely.

That isn’'t to underestimate the men from
east of the River Hull, who will come fired up to
cause an upset after the mighty scare they
inflicted on the Roughyeds in the play-off match
at Spotland last July.

Mike Ford’s gang won through 22-14 in the
end, but they let slip a 17-0 lead midway through
the second half and the Rovers scored three
tries in 12 minutes to close the deficit to 18-14
with four scary minutes still to endure.

Anthony Gibbons scored deep into injury
time to enable the Roughyeds’ camp to breath a
huge sigh of relief, but the tie provided a big
lesson for Oldham’s young coach, who admitted
afterwards that he had made a mistake when he
withdrew himself, Shayne McMenemy, Andy
Proctor and Steve Molloy with his team well in
the lead.

“l was already thinking ahead towards next
week,” said Ford.

Ford's willingness to acknowledge his
mistakes and to resolve to learn from them is
one of his strong points and a quality that will
stand him in good stead as his career unfolds.

Nevertheless, Rovers might just have
sneaked it at Spotland if Mark Hewitt, one of the
best goalkickers in the NFP, had not bottled it
when his accurate marksmanshlp was needed
most.

Hewitt fluffed each of his three kicks at goal
before he was replaced by Chris Charles who,
incidentally, kicked eight goals as the Rovers
walloped French club Toulouse 44-0 at New
Craven Park last Sunday.

You can never write off Hull Kingston Rovers

vk it
ROGER

— that's why | think we can look forward to a
pulsating cup-tie next Sunday.

The rewards for the winners are substantial.
Five clubs outside Super League are guaranteed
places in the last 16 thanks to the following
fourth-round ties: Oldham v Hull KR, Gateshead v
Whitehaven, York v Villeneuve, Rochdale v
Hunslet and Doncaster v Sheffield.

And what price, at least one shock from
Leigh v Salford at Hilton Park and Keighley v Hull
at Cougar Park?

Fifth-round losers are guaranteed £10,000
in Silk Cut prize money, plus a share of what
would probably be a lucrative gate — and the
Roughyeds have already sampled life in the last
16 when they lost 18-2 at Whitehaven a couple
of years ago.

In the new club’s first season, the
Roughyeds beat Heworth of York 36-14 in round
three and lost 48-8 at Widnes in the fourth
round.

So to 1999 and a 26-7 defeat of Eccles in
the third round, followed by a memorable 18-10
win against Dewsbury in round four and then the
fifth-round defeat up in Cumbria.

Ford’s first season at the club produced a
44-0 win against Wigan St. Jude's in the third
round and then a 30-14 loss at Rochdale
Hornets in round four in.one of the club’s worst
performances of the season. Ford is keen to
take the club further along the road to
Twickenham this year, but he needs no
reminding that the Robins can be expected to be
formidable opponents next week.

They have won three and drawn one of their
eight NFP games, but an indication of what type
of team they are is provided by their for-and-
against figures: 100 scored and 122 conceded.

They are averaging only 12 points per game
in the NFP and 15 against, compared with
Oldham’s 20 and 17 (figures taken before last
Tuesday's rearranged home game against
Chorley).

To win at Boundary Park would be quite a
scalp for Rovers' new boss Gary Wilkinson, who
was given the job at the start of the season after
his predecessor, Dave Harrison, was sacked
after publicly criticising the Rovers’ board.

Wilkinson was delighted with his team’s big
win against Toulouse, which was a timely tonic
for the Rovers ahead of their trip to Boundary
Park.
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PLATT & HILL

FOAIT AT FIBRE FILLINGS

Manufacturers
of upholstery
fillings for over
a century, Platt
& Hill make
foam and fibre
fillings of the
highest quality

right here in

Oldham.

Platt & Hill
Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
Oldham OL8 2LZ

Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408

Adamsons

= CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
+ QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS ¢
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At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
you need to get the

= Call in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF

f///Georae Hitl

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk

“...and that’s a great ball
played out wide to the
wing...”

the Great ball

www.mitre.com

The authority ...
Official Supplier of
Match and Training Balls to:

The Rugby League, |
Great Britain Rugby League
Super League

...Anytime,

www.ellensmith.co.uk

We're ready to be
of service to you...

Any place,

Anywhere it has to be:
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SOLICITORS since

29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM O
DX 23607 OLDHAM
0161 624

FAYX 0161 624 3743 T.El

| 5671985

ARE PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM

i+ 1"H H

EMAIL@wrigleyclaydoncom WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com
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Alliance Action

... with Haydn Walker

THE ALLIANCE had an excellent home
win over Workington last week by 20-4.
It was a great performance, not in the
quality of our play but in the fact that
such a young squad could do so well.
We had thirteen
under 21s in the
team, twelve of
whom played
Academy rugby
last summer. Two
of our veterans are
still only twenty-two
and it must be the
youngest team the
club has ever

Lee Doran
fielded at this level.

On the day Matty Williams who is
just seventeen was our stand out
performer with an amazing forty tackles.
Young centre Danny Naylor managed
twenty-eight with some fantastic marker

defence work. Lee
Doran, who was
selected to play the
following day for the
first team was his
usual dynamic self,
while Alex Peet,
. | Dave Newton and
Y [ Tony Swift again
: || showed up well.

Another first in

Alex Peet

ALLIANCE TEAM FIXTURES

Dec

6 Keighley A 7.30 L16-36
21  Rochdale H 730 W24-0
Jan

3 Hunslet A 7.30 W26-10
10 Leigh A 7.30 L36-18
18 Widnes H P

20 Workington H 230 W24-0
Feb

3 Whitehaven H 2.30

15 Hunslet H 7.30

22 Batley H 7.30

March

17  Whitehaven A 2.30

22 Featherstone H 7.30

29 Doncaster A 7.30

April

4 Batley A 730

19 Doncaster H 7.30

May

3 Featherstone A 7.30

10 Keighley H 7.30

19  Workington A 230

24  Rochdale A 7.30

31 Leigh H 7.30

June

7/ Widnes A 7.30

13  Top Five Play Offs
14  First Division Grand Final

this game (I think) was the club’s first
time fielding a Turkish born player in
nineteen year old Sellohalladin
Aglamaz. Sello played for me in the
Hemel Hempstead Academy and is now
at Huddersfield University. He is very
keen and although he struggled a little
with his match fitness, made a
promising debut.
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Prooineg The NFP

LAST week’s Silk Cut Challenge Cup produced
just the one victory by amateurs against
professionals when, as | suggested might
happen, Woolston Rovers overcame Chorley
Lynx. Darren Geritas, Shaun Geritas and man
of the match Lee Westwood are all former Lynx
players and needed little motivating to pull out
all the stops for John Fieldhouse's side to
dominate the second half for a 22-8 victory.

My other potential winners in the amateur
ranks did themselves proud. Wigan St. Jude’s
put up a great fight before going down 34-20 at
Gateshead. Steve Hall with a hattrick of tries
and five goals did the damage for the Thunder,
while hooker Shaun Hilton was outstanding for
St. Jude’s.

Meanwhile Oulton Rangers gave a good
account of themselves at York Wasps.
Halfbacks Gareth Stephens and Paddy
Handley were the inspiration for the Wasps,
after Oulton had a brilliant first half hour before
the professionals’ fitness told for a 24-12 win.

As | also suggested Oldham St. Anne’s
made life difficult for out visitors today,
Whitehaven. With Anne’s leading 16-12 at half
time a major upset was on the cards, but the
Cumbrians then introduced Leroy Joe from the
bench. This, and the sin-binning of Steve Mills,
had a decisive influence on the outcome as the
Cumbrians scored 22 unanswered second half
points. Despite this the whole St. Anne’s team
can take credit for an outstanding performance.

Apart from the above there were no great
shocks except perhaps the margin of victory at
Hull K.R. where the French visitors Toulouse
Spacers might have been expected to do
better than 44-0.

However, with several big scores racked
up one or two players went on scoring sprees.
At Oldham Mark Sibson had four tries, Dave
Gibbons three and Pat Rich eight goals
Barrow’s Glen Hutton
notched four tries in
the derby against
Askam where there
was a good crowd of
over 2,000. At Batley
Richard Price had
nine goals and a try
and Craig Lingard
scored four tries. |
Dewsbury’s Barry |
Eaton is always one
to take advantage
and the scrum-half !
boosted his points Bafnyaton

tally with eight goals
and a hattrick of tries.
| Hull K.R. loose
| forward Chris Charles
scored eight goals
and a try. Another
prolific scorer is
Martin  Wood of
Keighley Cougars
who had nine goals
and a try to his name
against Rochdale
Mayfield while second
~ row Matt Walker

notched four tries.
Meanwhile at Widnes lan Watson booted nine
goals and, finally, for Swinton Mick Nanyn
scored two tries and four goals.

Midweek NFP action saw Batley pull off an
excellent win over Hull K.R. at Mount Pleasant.
It was Jon Sharp’s last game as the Bulldogs
coach and the players responded by turning on
the style for a hard fought 18-16 victory.

Sheffield turned over bottom club
Gateshead 38-12 with loose forward Richard
Goddard in scoring mood to the tune of a try
and seven goals.

Meanwhile at the Autoquest Swinton
surprised Widnes to lead 6-2 at half time
before succumbing, 16-8, victims of ex-Lions
scrum half lan Watson and a 6-2 penalty count
to the Vikings.

As these notes went to print before
Tuesday this week’s results are unknown.
Oldham, Featherstone and Leigh should all
have won, and | would expect Dewsbury to
come out on top at Sheffield. Whitehaven were
due to play Hornets at the Recre a game
almost too close to call. But the big game of
the week was Doncaster v Keighley and
whoever dropped points will be fine by
Oldham.

As for today, Doncaster have another big
game at home to Dewsbury Rams and the
visitors might just pull off a rare victory in the
‘House of Pain’ after the Dragons midweek
exertions. Widnes could also have a tough task
at Sheffield. | would tip Gateshead to score
their first league victory at home to Hunslet,
while Featherstone should have no trouble at
York. Keighley (v Batley), Leigh (v Rochdale)
and Oldham (v Whitehaven) will all secure
home wins, which leaves Swinton v Workington
as the poser: expect the inconsistent Lions to
win but, in all honesty, with Swinton you can
never tell.

Martin Wood
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Town 7

WHITEHA VEN

AT THE time of writing [
these notes Whitehaven
had just one League
victory to their name,
although a home fixture
with Rochdale Hornets on
Wednesday may have i@ *
added to their points tally. |
Operating now without the |;
Warriors tag and under the |
stewardship of the highly
respected Paul Cullen
‘Haven are hoping to turn
g(r]%gnd a disappointing o/ ~ ien

Whether in fact the club should be named
Whitehaven, however, is open to debate: on a list of
27 pen pictures the club provided, no fewer than 12
had played for local amateur side Kells, I’'m only
joking of course, because when you add three
players from Wath Brow Hornets and three more
from Egremont it serves to underline the fantastic
conveyor belt of talent provided by Cumbrian
amateur clubs, which is a credit to everyone
concerned with rugby league football in that much
neglected county by the powers that be.

With a game in midweek it could be that ‘Haven
will not turn out as per programme as they say but,
hopefully, the following run down will not be too
inaccurate.

At fullback the highly rated WESLEY WILSON
has fortunately recovered from serious injury and is
once again able to display the talent that brought him
BARLA international honours. Quick and safe, Wilson
has real promise. When Wilson was injured last
season DAVID SEEDS stood in for him and was a
great success. However, it is more likely that today
Seeds, a BARLA tourist to Australia in 1993 and a
county representative against Australia in 1994, will
be in the centre. A strong runner with a liking for

“scoring tries.

The other threequarters are likely to come from
CRAIG WALSH, a graduate of Kells and the ‘Haven
Academy also with a good scoring record; RYAN
CAMPBELL, a Cumbria County Academy
representative; IAN DEVLIN a promising, raw-boned
centre; ANDREW NELSON, a prolific scorer in the
amateur ranks, again with BARLA rep honours; and
MARK WALLACE, a pacy winger who has featured
with the jam-eaters at Workington.

At halfback | would expect LEROY JOE to be
back in harness. The Cook Islander represented his

country in the 2000 World Cup, but had a season
away from the Recre. at Hull K.R. last year. In 1997
he featured with North Queensland Cowboys and he
will undoubtedly be at the hub of every Whitehaven
attack. A top class player Joe should provide a lot of
the guidance ‘Haven have lacked in early season.
Joe’s return would see STEVE KIRKBRIDE out of the
reckoning, but the young scrum-half, an
accomplished goalkicker, will still get plenty of
outings as the season progresses. Meanwhile, at
number 6 LEE KIDDIE will be kicking Oldham back
and probing for openings. An electrician by trade |
will refrain from comments about sparking attacks,
electric pace and lightning breaks.

In the pack big prop MARK COX is starting to
make a name for himself after representing G.B.
Academy against France in 1997. He complements
the hard-working, block busting New Zealander
DAVID FATIALOFA. A former junior Kiwi, Fatialofa has
experience in France and his go-forward style has
made him a big crowd favourite. Alternatives to these
two are GEORGE SUAFOA who, despite the South
Seas name, is a former Egremont Ranger; and DEAN
VAUGHAN a tough young gun who has previously
skippered Whitehaven's Academy.

At hooker will be AARON LESTER a player
Oldham were keen to acquire. LESTER is a New
Zealander who has played for Auckland Warriors.
Regarded as one of the best players outside Super
League, Lester has always given the Roughyeds
problems when previously in opposition to us.

Second-row HOWARD HILL is already well
known to Oldhamers where he was a frequent
occupant of a centre berth with the Bears. He
subsequently appeared with Swinton and Hull KR
before returning to his native Cumbria.

Hill’'s partner GRAEME MORTON is an
experienced campaigner. He once represented
BARLA U19 v Australia and France. Like Hill and
Miller he was on the scoresheet against St. Anne’s
last week. The said Miller is loose-forward SPENCER
MILLER, ex-Kells of course, and one carrying the
Cullen seal of approval.

Other players who could feature include the
PURDHAM brothers, ROBERT and GARRY, members
of the Egremont National Conference winning side of
1998, Robert a goalkicking stand-off, Garry a tough
back-rower; then there’s young second-row MARC
JACKSON; and finally the versatile ex-Workington
man WAYNE KITCHEN, a quality player with good
ball-handling and kicking skills.
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THE OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
HERITAGE TRUST

THIS year Oldham
RLFC will celebrate
the 125th anniversary
of the formation of the
old club, which played
its first match against
Stalybridge on
Glodwick Lows on the W&
21st October, 1876. %
Over the years the club
has won
many

trophies,
provided the sport

with over 80
internationals, and
brought to the club
players from all over
the rugby playing
world.

In recognition of
its achievements
members and
supporters of the club
have gathered together one of the best
memorabilia collections in the rugby world.
Medals, caps, jerseys, rugby balls,
photographs and many other mementoes.

With the help of Oldham fan and
solicitor, Tim Hughes of Norcross Lees and
Riches Solicitors, Oldham, THE OLDHAM
RUGBY LEAGUE HERITAGE TRUST has

now been  formed.
Trustees are Tim Hughes,
Michael Turner, Dave
Whitehead and myself

with  Mick Harrop
Chairman. The trust will
own, maintain, and

protect the collection
making it available to
the people of Oldham
for years to come. The
collection can never
be sold or broken up.

. . . with Brian Walker

We currently have two
displays within the Civic
Centre, both of which are
changed periodically.
When items are not
displayed they are
deposited with the bank,
but of course, when
Boundary Park is
upgraded hopefully
many items will be
permanently exhibited
there.

We would like to
take this opportunity to ¢
make an appeal to |

rugby memorabilia, |
relating particularly to
the Oldham club, or to "%
rugby in the town which
they would consider
donating to the Trust to
please contact either Brian
Walker on 01457 875084
or Michael Turner on
0161 620 6005. What
we don’t want is for
any rugby memento
to be destroyed or
disposed of, so please,
however insignificant you
might think the item is, get in touch!

Brian Walker

To emphasise
the importance of
our task just turn
to page 22 and a
brilliant article by
the one and only
Stevo...!
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Cook(e)ing up a storm

LIKE thousands of others | sat and watched
the ‘comeback kings’ St. Helens power their
way to a memorable victory in the World Club
Championship against Australia’s finest, the
Brisbane Broncos. The self-belief which
characterises St. Helens under lan Millward is
outstanding and is precisely the quality Mike
Ford is trying to inculcate in his players here at
Oldham. Every Saints player was a hero on
the night, but special mention goes to skipper
Chris Joynt and stand-off Tommy Martyn who
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Featherstone Rover’s programme of January
21st contained an outstanding piece of writing by
PAUL COX of the Featherstone Rovers
Independent Supporters Association. | thought
you might like to know that Oldham and its
Chairman have friends in places you might not
expect and so reproduce the piece in full below.
I'm excited about the election of Chris Hamilton
to the post of Chairman of the Association of
Premiership clubs. | don’t know the man, and he
hasn’t done anything Chairmanlike yet - he
doesn'’t officially take over the post until next
Friday, at the first APC meeting he’ll chair. But
what impresses me is the man’s manifest
eagerness for the job, which comes despite his
full awareness of the mountainous challenges
faced by NFP clubs approaching the cliff edge,
and despite the poor quality of those who will be
sitting around that APC table with him.

What also bodes well is where he'’s coming
from. For here’s a man, a passionate Oldham fan
all his life, who couldn’t bear to watch from the
terraces what was happening to his beloved club
as it faced extinction after ejection from Super
League in 1997. Rather than stand by and cry
about it he jacked in his accountancy practice
and set about reforming the club. They'’re now
well and truly reformed. Strong and vibrant
administratively, merchandising like mad,
excellent ground and facilities, rapidly growing
support, a loud buzz around the town, and above
all a force on the field to be reckoned with -
Rovers felt the blast full in the face in our final
league game of the season, and Oldham this
time will once again be among the serious
contenders for a place in Super League.

Hamilton, as Oldham supremo, wants the
place in the top flight for his club. And as
Chairman of the APC, representing all 19 NFP
clubs, he has stated loud and clear that ‘no one
will fight the case for a path to Super League
stronger than me’. But he’s also alert to the
possibility that it may not happen, that for one

have won just about every honour open to
them in the game of Rugby League. And the
reason for this is quite obvious because, if you
are like me, these two will forever be ‘our’
players. If only Oldham ten years ago had had
anything like a competent administration able
to judge the quality of a player and manage
the finances with a modicum of efficiency, just
think where we might be now. Aren't they just
the saddest words in the language: if only.....?7
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reason or another - be it a franchise set up
designed to exclude any club )or franchisee, to
use the silly jargon) from a town that still has the
whiff of coal dust and racing pigeons about it, or
be it Murdoch’s sudden withdrawal from Super
League, or whatever - semi-professional clubs
like Oldham, Dewsbury and Featherstone etc will
have to stand alone.

He doesn’t despair of this. For under his
leadership, at least, our clubs will not stand
alone, alone, they will stand alone together. Each
NFP club’'s News Corp money will diminish from
the £100,000 they receive this year, to the
£50,000 they'll get next year, to zilch the season
after that. We can either continue lemming-like
towards the cliff edge, or we can turn around as a
body and start working to our strengths. Hamilton
is a forceful and convincing advocate of the latter,
collective, option. Gone will be the ‘my club first’
philosophy of yesterday (and of today at other
levels of the game). What has been done and is
being done at Oldham, he believes, we can do
together for the future of our clubs and for our
competition.

For the NFP is where ‘genuine rugby’ is
played, he says. The game played at places like
Boundary Park and Post Office Road is honest,
open, skilful, passionate, and above all
competitive. Unlike in other leagues, and indeed
in other sports, no one in the NFP knows who is
going to win in the majority of matches. No one
knows who is going to finish in the top half of the
league, never mind who the Grand Finalists are
likely to be. That is attractive to spectators, both
live and on tv. Regional television’s foot in the
water towards the end of last season - Rugby
League Raw - was a great success. The tv
producers loved it (not least because it drew in
higher than anticipated audiences) and the fans,
old and new, loved it. | believe Hamilton is the
man to build on that, to push for fuller, national
coverage; to pull in the big sponsors; to bring the
benefits of that to all our clubs. But he can't do it
alone.
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A FIXTURE NOT TO BE MISSED

trip and slip injuries

 personal injury
M AI_KEA YI ou
road traffic accidents could be entitled to compensation.

‘ accidents at work/home DON’'T BE ONE OF THEM!
AND CLAIMS NETWORK LTD WILL DO THE REST

of people involved in an accident
don’t pursue a claim, even though they

R
!

At CLAIMS NETWORK, the personal

.
lﬁ'ou have been involved in injury claims specialists, we will B ASSESS YOUR CLAIM FREE OF CHARGE
an accident within the last 3 p:u\slu\cézick:r:on yom; behalf. ) 8 UNDERWRITE ALL YOUR LEGAL COSTS
CLAIMS } VORK have been successfully .

years that was not your fault, winning compensation for our clients for ™ :2’;‘3:235:‘;[‘;‘\'[5: SOLICITOR TO
A L J over 6 years, and have an enviable 2
you could be entitled to repuiation as the best in the business. B COMPLETE ALL THE NECESSARY

. C N Unlike most of our competitors, we DO PAPERWORK
CLAIM for compensation. W H NOT ask for money “up front”. We DO g ARRANGE FREE HOME VISITS BY OUR
(0 fund Post Accident " clAIMS ASSESSORS  AS  NECESSARY

' 3 which you could end up c
CONTACT CLAIMS NETWORK TODAY! aying our compensation, There M A'S‘:';?'s(gul;féﬂgfsllPECl'\US'S T0
; ¢ : . i i will be made Asst

For a FREE CONSULTATION with one of our experienced advisors you : Xy g ol b ace

z ? X t the onset of your claim of our @ ALL YOU HAVE TO DO IS PICK UP THE
could be making your claim today! Remember NO WIN - NO COST! PHONE AND CALL THE FREEPHONE

Call FREEPHONE: CALL US TODAY TO MAKE YOUR CLAIM! NUMBER BELOW

0808 1000 490 - 0808 1000 490

CLAIMS NETWORK LTD. 751 Ormskirk ROAD, PEMBERTON, WIGAN WN5 8AT - TeL. 01942 211911 - Fax 01942 225813

PERSONAL INJURY SPECIALISTS - KEep ON FiLeE: AcCCIDENTS Do HAPPEN!
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......Kevin Mannion

Q. How did you start playing Rugby League?

| started playing rugby at St. James in
Wigan when | was about 7 years old, and
stayed playing with them until | was about 16.
When | was about fifteen | went to Australia with
a group of North West Counties Schoolboys to
play rugby against some of the schoolboy club
sides: it was a real education and | thoroughly
enjoyed the experience.

This was a tremendous opportumty and
really kick-started my rugby again. From France
| was chosen to be part of the Great Britain
students tour of Australia, where | played in
games against New South Wales and in two test
matches in Brisbane. | finished my degree
which is B.Science (Sports & Exercise
Sciences) and am now here at Oldham where
the team spirit is high and we are all very
focussed.

Q. Where do you see your future?

| try not to look or plan too far ahead; my
aim now is to help Oldham get to the Grand
Final and win. As a player | find | am constantly
learning. | find self motivation can mean extra
work in the gym or going early to training which
has its own rewards in the games we play, and
if it helps the team that's great, because rugby
league is a very hard game to simulate and you
sometimes have to find a way around problems.
Q. Any past and present players you
admire?

Brett Kenny without a doubt. He has been
one of the greats and he’s a good commentator
as well as he reports on games on Channel 9 in
Australia.

One of the toughest opponents | think I've
played against is Peter Edwards the hooker
who plays for Doncaster; he is very hard, very
tough and he gives as good as he takes.

Q. Is Oldham a good club to be at?

Definitely. We have a great squad with
terrific spirit and belief. Our coach is always
prepared and Haydn Walker is a guy you can
rely on. But most of all we love the supporters;
even up at places like Hull they are there for us,
it's wonderful.
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arrange your test drive now in the
new fordmondeo
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NEW on the market this week is the Alexei
Fairperson’s Book of Excuses, a snip at only
£24.99 for 52 pages of mind-boggling
reasons why Melchester Unigate should not
have lost a single match in the last twelve
years. Written by the soft spoken, calm and
unflappable referee’s friend Sir Alexei, this
pocket-sized tome can be carried at all times
for easy reference and can be whipped out
for ready reference whenever confronted by
the probing microphone or questions from
foul inquisitors such as Barry Davies, that evil
genius famous for unearthing the truth
behind sporting double dealing. The socialist
multi-millionaire, who famously discovered
North Sea Oil single-handedly thereby
reviving the fortunes of that eastern Scottish
shangri-la Aberdeen before setting out to
rescue the fortunes of a football club
previously run by a cartoon budgerigar on
behalf of BT (Buzby, geddit?), has promised
to donate all his takings from the sale of the
book equally to the Peter Mandelson Centre
for Psychotic Politicians and the Research
Institute for Indian Brothers Passport
Control.

So, to whet your appetite, here are a few
little gems from which we can all learn:

e The referee blew his whistle to start the
match ten seconds early during which
time the visitors established a 5-0 lead.

e The linesman was attacked by a swarm of
bees and the flapping of his flag indicated
his state of panic, not that Benny
Sherryburn was offside.

e The Groundsman walked across the pitch
two months ago ruining the surface such
that it became impossible to play good
football.

As Rory Beane went to shoot, his wage
packet fell on his toe rendering him
incapable of kicking the ball.

Fabian Berty saw an Air France jet flying
over Old Scaffold and stopped to wave at
his mother-in-law who was arriving from
St. Tropez.

The referee added on too much overtime:
the ball never goes out of play when
Melchester are on the park.

The referee added on too little overtime
because East Pork Scratchings invited
members of the crowd to take it in turns
to take their goalkicks after goalkeeper
Shakin’ Dunlop pulled a Hamstring.

The referee tripped over his white stick
and missed the incident.,

The referee was so out of condition he
didn’t have enough puff to blow his
whistle for a foul.

Kevin Keegan’s comments upset us.

It rained

It was windy.

The sun was in our eyes.

The shirts were the wrong colour.

The prawn sandwiches were off.

The rail strike meant our supporters

couldn’t get here from Portsmouth,
Dover, Truro, etc. etc.
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Former Great Britain
World Cup hookerMIKE
STEPHENSON now a top |

The first time | heard the word
memorabilia | was nine years
old...and it proved to be a
painful incident in more ways
than one! One of my mates
proudly informed me that his
Uncle in the next street had a
rugby ball perched proudly on,
of all things, a side-board in the
front room.

“Funny place for a
ball...balls are for passing and
kicking,” | said...his nod of
approval giving us the green
light to borrow the article. After
several hours of sheer delight in
kicking the living daylights out of
this superb leather specimen we
were suddenly clipped round the
ear and booted fair and square
up the backside by Uncle
George who rushed away
ranting and raving. “Bloody
ruined...don't they realise it's
memorabilial!!”

Ignorance is often bliss...in
this case it was hurting like
hell...and not even the
realisation that each kick and
bounce of his memorabilia was
slowly removing the immortal
signatures of Jim Sullivan, Gus
Risman and the rest of Britain’s
heroes of the day, helped ease
the pain in the backside. Today,
of course, that ball would be
priceless , a dream item for any
Rugby League collection.

Sadly, such incidents have
robbed us of many jewels of our
game’s history. Little did | know
that several years later | would
become an avid collector of
League memorabilia. Having
amassed probably one of the
world’s largest private
collections, | can speak with
authority about the hazards and
hassles that collectors endure.

| was fortunate enough to
unearth an old scrapbook - in a
bookshop in Oxford of all places
- which contained the signature
on a newspaper photo of the
great Albert Goldthorpe,a
legend for Hunslet at the turn of
the century.

Few players have had as
much impact on our game and
he was treated like a god by the
Hunslet fans of the day.

Another find came whilst
rummaging through a market
bookstall close to Tower Bridge

in London four years ago, - two
good condition sepia postcards
of the first Australian tour in
1908. Seek and ye shall find,
that's my motto!

| shudder to think of the
amount of hours I've spent
wading through cobwebs and
dust in my quest for remnants of
Rugby League’s past glory but,
there is no better feeling than to
unearth some relic, be absorbed
by its character and to dream of
bygone adventure.

It's amazing where
memorabilia crops up. Whilst
visiting friends in Jakarta,
Indonesia, | noticed one ex-
patriot guest at a party wearing
a British jumper. After much
debate and research it turned
out to be a jumper from the
1979 tour Down Under. Several
beers later and an exchange of
local currency, the prize was
mine.

Dubbo, in the outback of
Australia produced a Lancashire
cup medal of 1927, kindly
offered by a little old lady who
didn’'t want the memory of that
occasion to be ever lost. | once
raced after a young kid on a
bicycle who was wearing what |
thought was a rare shirt - and so
it proved. His grandfather,
evidently, proved to have been a
close friend of the great St.
Helens winger, Alf Ellaby, who
had kindly presented him with
his Great Britain jumper from the
1928 Lions tour.

It is hard to describe the
emotion of touching a Great
Britain cap, especially one worn
by the great Billy Boston, surely
the most loved League
character ever. Mick Sullivan's
blazer from the first ever World
Cup in France in 1954 sends
you dreaming away of the great
deeds from yet another great
winger. Joe Egan’s touring
badge when he was vice-
captain of the 1950 Tour to
Australia is another item that
evokes the feeling of past
success and achievement.

One wonders whilst looking
at the great Dally Messenger’s
cap of the tribulations he and his
fellow inaugural 1908 Kangaroo
tourists had to endure before
reaching these climes. And to

broadcaster with BSkyB,
recounts the pain and
pleasure of collecting

revel at the blazer badge of the
first ever All Golds touring side
that created international history
by crossing the world a year
earlier.

And what joy I've
experienced in holding the NSW
State and Sydney
representative jumpers worn by
Reg Gasnier, who to many fans
was the best centre ever to
tread a Rugby League pitch. Or
the smug feeling | get when
holding the jumper and telling
the story of that famous red and
white hooped jersey worn at the
SCG in 1962 by the great St.
George side who took on the
touring British Lions. The Saints
were classed as unbeatable, but
our boys, with the likes of
Ashton, Murphy, Bolton and Fox
on tour, hammered them off the
park. There is still blood on the
collar to prove it!

Like myself, there are many
collectors who can boast
thousands of programmes and
photographs from yesteryear
and I'm sure they feel the same
excitement such memorabilia
evokes. The
glory...sadness...tears...conques
ts...battles...will always be
remembered when you have
memorabilia freaks tracking
down our past.

| shudder to think of the
hours wading through cobwebs
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. . . with Dave Roberts
STEPHANIE GREGORY

How long have you worked for the
club?

I'm in my second spell, | was
here for four months in 1998/1999
and have just come back, hopefully
to stay.

People think we do nothing all
day but it is a really busy office, |
start at 7.00 in the morning.

What is your rugby background?

My Grandad Ernest Foote
played for Oldham in the 1926
Challenge Cup Final (Chris Hamilton
presented the medals) so | have
always had an interest.

What are your interests?
Keeping fit

What is your favourite Sport?
Athletics

What is your favourite drink?
Tea

What is your favourite holiday
destination?
Crete

What do you hope for OLDHAM
RLFC?

To get into Super League when
we are ready for it.

BLAINEY’S BAKERS

High Class Bakers and Confectioners

73, LEES RoAD, OLpHam TeL: 0161 - 624 7391
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Amateur Album

eeeevo....WITH DON YATES

L

il ' . | THE Oldham Amateur
: Rugby League fraternity
contains a number of
talented and successful
personalities from many
walks of life who meet
up at matches and
| social events to talk
| about the game and
about life both now and
in years gone by. One
such personality is Ray
Broadbent, outstanding
schoolboy prodigy,
successful businessman and respected
exponent of his other hobby, sub-aqua diving.

Ray sprung to fame during his schooldays
at Clarksfield when he was skipper of the
school side which dominated local rugby
league throughout the 1950s. Broadbent also
skippered the Oldham town team which
reached the Lancashire Cup Final only to lose
narrowly to St. Helens. A powerful centre, he
also made a couple of appearances for the
Lancashire County side during a busy sporting
adolescence which also brought success in
local swimming circles.

Despite this success at schoolboy level,
Broadbent was unable to continue that success
when he moved into local junior rugby. He
played briefly with Greenacres, Oldham
Technical College and Saddleworth Rangers
but most of his amateur rugby was played with
Ferranti. ‘They weren'’t a very good side, in fact
we had some poor seasons, but they were a
good set of lads, Kevin Tucker, Ray Navesey
and others, so | stuck with ‘em.’

Anyone who saw Ray play as a schoolboy
would be surprised to learn that he never
played professionally. He was invited to train
up at Watersheddings with the ‘A’ team but had
the misfortune to suffer an ankle injury. That
put him out for six months and he never
returned to Watersheddings as a player
although in later life he was a frequent visitor
as spectator and businessman-supporter. With
his brother, the late Keith Broadbent, a former
Watersheddings committeeman, he set up
Geometric Furniture Ltd which specialised in
the manufacture of pub and restaurant soft
furnishings. He refurbished the upper lounge at
the old pavilion at Watersheddings as well as
helping out the Roughyeds in many other

Ray Broadbent

ways. In the meantime Ray was spending
more and more time in his other hobby, sub-
aqua diving. He has travelled the world in
pursuit of that hobby and, in so doing, has had
to join three different navies, the Merchant
Navy, Royal Navy and Polish Navy. He joined
the Polish Navy whilst surveying for the
shipwrecked Wilhelm Guslaff, torpedoed in the
Baltic Sea in 1944 with the loss of 8,700 lives.
Ray now makes over 20 diving trips each year
all over the world which leaves little time for
rugby. However, he gets along to as many
Roughyeds games as possible and he is a
regular at local amateur fund raising functions.
‘I'm sure I’ve bought Barrie McDermott’s
Wembley shirt three times over.’, he says about
his generous financial contribution to amateur
rugby.

g -
Ray maintains his affinity with rugby
league, following on from when he was first the
star schoolboy, then the reliable team mate and
now the enthusiastic spectator who is still
determined to enjoy and play his part in local
rugby league.
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CLUB MERCHANDISE

All new stock has now arrived.:-

HomEe & AwAY REPLICA SHIRTS
FLEECES - SWEATSHIRTS
BaseBaLL CAPS
FLAGS AND CAR FLAGS
HATs - wigs

Plus

ENGLAND * IRELAND * SCOTLAND - WALES
NEW ZEALAND * AUSTRALIA SHIRTS
AND LOTS OF INTERNATIONAL STOCK

Call 0161 627 2141

MExT HOME MATCHES

HuiL K.R.

(S1ik Cut CHALLENGE CUP)
SUNDAY 1171H FEBRUARY 2001

A%

GATESHEAD THUNDER

(NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIP)

R
0’0

WHY NOT TREAT YOURSELF TO A MEAL AND MATCH
TICKET AT £20 PER HEAD AND ENJOY THE GAME
FROM THE COMFORT OF A BOX.

FULL BAR FACILITIES AVAILABLE.

GO ON ... TREAT YOURSELF!

7
0’0

37 Orchard Close
Leigh
WN7 1NY

Chairman and Directors
of Oldham RLFC

| would like to thank you and
everyone else including the ex players for
making my Sunday at Boundary Park
such a momentous occasion.

| have to admit that the presentation
of the framed photograph of the Hall of
Fame brought a lump to my throat. It is an
honour | will always cherish.

| wish you every success in the
coming seasons, you deserve it for
keeping the name of Oldham RLFC alive.

Frank Stirrup

SATURDAY
YANKEE

2
AGENTS WANTED IN ALL AREAS

Contact Haydn Walker on
0161 - 628 - 3677

AND EARN GOOD COMMISSION

NOT YET A MEMBER OF THE YANKEE?
WHY NOT JOIN NOW AT &2 PER
WEEK.

CURRENT JACKPOT IS £3,500!

KD
°o

YOU couLD BE THE NEXT WINNER.
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. .. with Simon Winnard

With the recent NFP fixture programme
decimated by severe weather conditions, the
whole debate of winter versus summer rugby
league has been revisited. The Northern Ford
Premiership clubs, headed by APC and
Oldham Chairman Chris Hamilton, have
formed a working party to discuss the options
for the game outside Super League in the
next few days.

One thing is for sure, the matter is far
from cut and dried and there are likely to be
no easy answers. NFP clubs look to be
exercising sensible caution in thoroughly
investigating all the options before making
any rash decision which they may later regret.
We can ill afford any mistakes if the NFP is to
continue its recent progress in the right
direction. Whilst we have established a
vibrant, competitive and expanding
competition it is vital that this positive
momentum is continued.

A lively debate is certainly on the cards
with many different opinions already
expressed by key NFP figures. Workington
coach, Gary Murdock believes a return to
summer rugby is a must as his side have only
been able to play four games so far this term.
He was recently quoted as stating, “Its an
absolute nightmare and financial suicide . .
bring back summer rugby.” Indeed his
Cumbrian neighbour, today’s visiting coach
Paul Cullen, supported his stance by
remarking, “The sequence of events from late
December until mid-January is a great advert
for summer rugby.”

However, of the pro-winter lobby, former
Oldham coach and current Swinton chief
executive Tony Barrow has publicly stated his
belief that a full return to Winter RL is a must
for survival, “I am speaking about money, and
winter rugby is where we can make more
money. If we don't get our act together we are
going to have clubs going out of this league.in
summer we can’t compete with Super
League.” Barrow is firm in his belief despite
his Swinton side suffering similar early season

disruption to Workington at the start of their
NFP campaign.

A pre-occupation with the weather, which
is a typically unhealthy British trait, | feel has
somewhat clouded the issue here. Games
can be postponed and re-arranged and, whilst
this undoubtedly causes cash flow problems
for clubs, we have coped successfully with
this for over a hundred years.so why is this
suddenly an insurmountable problem now ?
The real issue is the survival of the clubs
outside the top flight. With News Corporation
backing withdrawn and the Northern Ford
Premiership in the summer failing to compete
with the media exposure of SL, emergency
action simply had to be taken.

It was a hasty decision but happily a
correct one. A partial return to winter, re-
establishing a grass roots return to many RL
communities, has undoubtedly proven a real
success. Crowds are up, particularly for the
traditional holiday fixture dates. Oldham for
instance have now really started to entice a
solid base of support back through the
turnstiles. Crowds so far this season are
better than the former club saw in its brief and
ill fated flirtation with Super League. However,
statistics for last season show that crowds
significantly dropped off following the start of
Super League. Can the NFP compete with SL
during the summer months or does its survival
depend largely on the ability to attract paying
customers desperate for some quality RL
action during the SL closed season ?

With a guaranteed captive RL audience,
a full return to winter RL would logically seem
on the cards. However, clubs aspiring to SL
then face the problem of this timetable
accommodating promotion to the top flight.

As the season stands, all seem to agree
that there is far too long a closed season at
present. As opposed to a complete switch
back to a winter season, is the likely
compromise an earlier start and a full 38
game league programme ? All will become
clearer in the next few weeks.
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4 fll‘s for Ford m‘
Marshall ¥ Saddlieworth
Pumps

* New & used car sales
As approved distributor for many of

e Service & repairs
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise

Member of the
§g\amms ASION
d _J

OF GREAT BAT

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
Rhodes Bank - Oldham - OL1 1UA
Tel: 0161 678 6111 - Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)

HIGH STREET,
UPPERMILL, OLDHAM
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)
E-mail: info@marshallpumps.co.uk

We:b Site: www.marshallpump's.c;:). uk 014 5 7 8721 78

Uo\\.

|ck Whyman Lid.

B_ »,SADDLEWORTH
Z- MIOTOR CO

Certificate No. 910554

N PILGRIM

IN T ERNATIONA L

v

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

iigrim-international.co.ulc

01-6 1 62494 8005

T C T L AL Ty

LAWRENCE PERRINS
& SONS LIMITED SEASONERS FINE FOODS LTD

Established 1947 0 L D HAM

Home of the Little Pickle & Spice Co.

Plumbers - Electricians
Heating Engineering Tel/Fax 0161 627 2027
Security Systems ~ email: pickles@talk21.com

Good Luck to OIdham RLFC

176 OLDHAM ROAD, SPRINGHEAD, OLDHAM OL4 5SJ
TeL 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798
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ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Business & OLDHAM R.L.F.C.
in Oldham & Tameside

for all your accountancy, audit & taxation problems contact:

Hyde — Stephen Howard 0161 - 366 6535

Ashton — John Mills

0161 - 339 6140

Oldham - David Savidge 0161 - 624 2550
Failsworth — Peter Scholes0161 - 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584 AMH

Amega
Labels Ltd

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

@

Shaw Street
Oldham OL1 3RR

Tel 0161 785 0813
Fax 0161 624 6507

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can be picked up
and delivered

Lansdowne Road, Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9EF

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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ON THis DAY . ..
Don Yates looks back to February 4th yesteryear

IT WAS on the is day in 1911, Saturday 4th
February, that Oldham visited Salford in a vital
League Championship match. Adding further
spice to the occasion was the appearance in
the Oldham I|ne up of international centre

James ‘Jumbo’ Lomas,
transferred from Salford
the previous month and
making his debut after
being signed for a
World record transfer
fee of £300. Although
Lomas was tightly
marked by his former
colleagues, who
prevented him from
Y| scoring, it was the

Roughyeds who came

out on top, winning the
match 16-11. Oldham won the Championship
during that 1910-11 season when the
contribution of Lomas in the second half of the
campaign was immense. He went on to make
80 appearances for Oldham and scored 38
tries and 37 goals before moving on to York
during the summer of 1913.

Seventy-nine years later, on Sunday 4th
February 1990, another local rugby league
character made his debut when Chorley
entertained Workington Town in a Second
Division match. That character was hooker
Gary Ainsworth who had joined Workington
from Swinton. Town won the match 17-14 and
Ainsworth went on to make 30 appearances
for the Cumbrians, scoring nine tries, before
moving on to Trafford Borough in August
1991.

On Sunday, 4th February 1996, Oldham
entertained Warrington in a fourth round
Challenge Cup tie which was staged at a
snow covered Watersheddings. At half-time
the teams were level 4 apiece after former
Waterhead junior Paul Sculthorpe had opened
the scoring for Warrington. The star of the
match, however, was another local boy,
hooker John Hough, who played superbly for
Warrington as they pulled away in the second-
half to win 26-4. Hough was a try scorer in that

James Lomas

second period, as was substitute Mike Ford,
whilst also included in the visiting line up were
two more local youngsters, stand off lestyn
Harris and second row forward lan Knott.

At noon on the day of that Warrington
cup-tie, Sunday 4th February 1996 the BARLA
young Lions, under 18s, entertained France
across at Dewsbury. France, not for the first
time, fielded a mature looking side which
proved to be just a little too powerful for the
home nation. Loose forward Jerome Guisset,
who is currently with Warrington in Super
League, was the French star, scoring a couple
of tries in their 26-14 victory. Included in the
British line-up were a couple of young
Cumbrians who have since joined
Whitehaven. They are scrum half Tony
Dimotrowski, then with Wath Brow Hornets,
and substitute forward Dean Vaughan (Kells).
One of the most
| famous and emotional
| nights in the recent
history of the
Roughyeds occurred on
Wednesday 4th
February 1987, the
{ night when mighty
‘| Wigan were beaten at
Watersheddings in that
epic first round
Challenge Cup-tie. The
all star Wigan team
were arguably the
better side on the night
and just about deserved their 8-4 lead as the
match moved into stoppage time. At that point
scrum half Paddy Kirwan dived over from
acting half back and full back Mick Burke, cool
as a cucumber, slotted over the conversion
unaffected by the pandemonium which was
going on all around him. Oldham won 10-8.
The defeat was the kick up the backside which
Wigan needed to enable them to reorganise
and record eight consecutive Challenge Cup
victories in the following years. For Oldham it
had the reverse effect. They won only four
more matches that season and tumbled down
into the Second Division.

Paddy Kirwan
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Fixtures

Date Opponent Result Att
DECEMBER F-A

3 Barrow 28-16 1,294
17 Workington 22-6 129
24 Rochdale 10- 6 3,402
JANUARY

1 WIDNES
7
14  LEIGH 18- 44 4,747
21 Swinton A P
28  Queensbury (SCCCR3)  64-0 1,559
30 CHORLEY 56-2 1,210
FEBRUARY

4 WHITEHAVEN H
11 Silk Cut Challenge Cup
18 GATESHEAD H
25  Silk Cut Challenge Cup
MARCH

4 HUNSLET
11 Dewsbury
18  SHEFFIELD
25  Featherstone
APRIL

1 York

8  BATLEY
13 ROCHDALE
16 Widnes
22  Batley
29  KEIGHLEY
MAY

6 BARROW
13 Chorley
20  WORKINGTON
21 DONCASTER
JUNE

3 Gateshead
10  SWINTON
17 Whitehaven
24 Keighley
JuLy

1 HullKR A

20-12 341

x x >» = = > > XX X > > XX >

> > T >

Sponsers

Associate Match
Sponsors

G. BARLOW & SONS LTD.

Matchball Sponsors
RICBRAD ROOFING

&

TANDY COACHES

NORTHERN FORD PREMIERSHIP

(as at 29.01.01 midweek results results not included)

Keighley Cougars
Leigh Centurions
Doncaster Dragons
Dewsbury Rams
Featherstone Rovers
Widnes Vikings
Oldham

Batley Bulldogs

CCUIMNONOONT

SRR OOOODS

ocoocoNmOoOOoOoO—0

L For Agst Diff PTS

Hull Kingston Rovers
Sheffield Eagles
Swinton Lions
Rochdale Hornets
Workington Town
Barrow Border Raiders
Hunslet Hawks
Whitehaven

York

Chorley Lynx
Gateshead Thunder

OUIOOONO OO 0

OOO—=—=MNMNNWWW

oo+ 0o0OoCoOoOo—

0 274 78 196 13
0 220 62 158 12
1 164 76 88 12
1167 70 97 10
2 191 80 111 8
20120897 288 =8
1 98 84 14 8
4 102 142 -40 8
4 100 122 -22 7
3 105 113 -8. 6
3 80 110 -30 6
3 88 68 20 4
28 il b5 4
3 91 01 --10 4
5 72 187 =[15"%3
5™ 638 00 =320
5 48 158 -110 1
5 56 204 -148 O
6 30 227 -197 O

OLDHAM RLFC FULLY SUPPORT THE LET'S
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN
AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL
ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLACE IN OUR GAME
AND  RACIST CHANTS ARE  TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE.

ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME.

IMPORTANT NOTICE
BOUNDARY PARK IS FITTED WITH AN EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM (LocAL HigH PrrcH, Two
TONE SIGNAL). IF YOU SHOULD HEAR THE SIGNAL PLEASE PAY ATTENTION TO THE
INSTRUCTIONS GIVEN. A TEST OF THE ALERT SYSTEM WILL BE MADE PRIOR TO EACH GAME,
TWENTY MINUTES PRIOR TO THE KICK-OFF TIME, FOLLOWED BY THE WORDS:
“THIS IS A TEST OF THE BOUNDARY PARK ALERT SYSTEM”
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NEIL
GIBBIS ON

B.D.S., VU Manc

36 Oldham Road
Uppermill
Oldham OL3 6HY

Tel 01457 872108

If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank., convert

¥¥¢ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Paul Heath, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF SCHOOL
UNIFORM AT BEST PRICES

Personal Service Guaranteed
Mail Order & Delivery Service
Available

o,
o

PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE
93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7JJ

Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 HR ANSWERPHONE
e.mail: marj.cooke@tesco.net
e.mail: g.cooke@cwctv.net

o,
o

EASY PARKING - VISA - MASTERCARD * SWITCH *
DELTA - SOLO * AMEX

Moorside

Metal Products
Limited
STEEL FABRICATORS
ENGINEERS

Highfield Street
Oldham, OL9 6DT

Telephone 0161 624 3303

Telefax 0161 627 3101

An ISO 9002 Approved Company
Specialists in the oil, gas and
water industries. Manufacturers
of all types of process plants

31



Increase your performance
to an all time best

No matter what position you play, supplements can play a key role in your quest for increasing
your performance, whether it is endurance, stamina, energy or increased power & strength.

Every time you train hard, you place your body under immense stress, break down precious muscle
tissue and use up valuable energy and nutrient stores. If these vital nutrients are not replaced quickly,
your body will become more susceptible to over training, burn-out, injuries, colds and flu, not forgetting
general fatigue, loss of motivation and performance.

By replacing these lost nutrients your body uses during infense training and supporting your body’s
recovery process, you can avoid many of the problems players take for granted, such as over raining
and injuries. More importantly you can expect a dramatic increase in performance, well being,
health and reduced stress at home and work.

A
VANILLA

T o o om0 waey Pratoin « 1605 Matnamen 1

lPER@ :000-55 .

= CREATINE

.....

www.maximuscle.com

MAXIMUSCLE

Sports nutrition at its best

Contact Maximuscle today for your

e FREE 96 page colour catalogue...
‘10C allowed’ guarantee (&u@\g%
All Maximuscle ‘IOC allowed’ i
supplements are tested to ensure they wang‘tjon el
do not contain any banned substances. WD18 8J2Z
Using Maximuscle supplements correctly  e|; 01923 650600 Fax: 01923 220339
and as instructed, will not result in a

positive reading. Proof can be provided Visit the best nutrition site on the web:
for all athletes, coaches, etc... www.mammuscle.com

Maximuscle Limited:



HAYNESWOOD

Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office: USA Office:
St John's Mill Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
113 St John Street, Lees, 1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,
Oldham OL4 3DJ, England. Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337 Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367 Fax: +1 831462 3583
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com E-Mail: anilox@pachell.net

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com

i Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional
Goodwin review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for
local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits.
Commercial Insurance Brokers

‘2 BIIBA Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OL8 1QL

OroHam CHAmBER T e st Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

ALTOGETHER

A GREAT
PLACE TO

4 ALTOGETHER, A GREAT PLACE TO BE
A ¥ 18 YORKSHIRE STREET OLDHAM
I L TeL: 0161 620 7847 ‘
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Sport can be tough. Injuries happen. So trust

ProSport to help prevent and treat sprains, strains,

d d muscles, and li

Revolutionary new ProSport Max gives optimum
support with the added comfort of CoolMax™ to

keep you dry and comfortable when the heat is on.

Together with warming ProSport SupaTherm and
original ProSport Elasticated, there's a complete

choice of supports to meet all your sporting needs.

Whatever your sport, ProSport protects.

AS USED BY TEAM GB, SYDNEY 2000

SSL
ProSport and SupaTherm are Trade Marks of the SSL group. CoollMax is a Trade Mark of DuPont. From ell good sports shops and pharmacies including: allzsports, First Sport, Intersport, Boots, Lioyds & Maoss.



open.

Town Centre Shopping

tourists are coming to the Borough and a state-
of-the-art Business Management School is now

Oldham is already at the heart of the motorway - - !
network and now also benefits from the new M60 — e -

Oldham - a
leading player
at the heart of
the North West

Take a look around the Oldham of the 21st century
and you won't fail to be impressed with what's been
achieved. There are now huge efforts taking place to
ensure that the Borough remains in its rightful place

Oldham Broadway Business Park at the hub of the North West region.

Two hundred million pounds and more has been invested in turning the town centre into a modern and
vibrant place to shop and work. Money has also been spent regenerating and renewing areas like
Westwood, Glodwick, Fitton Hill and Hathershaw,
and building 23 new schools in just 20 years. An
exciting new town centre Cultural Quarter is taking
shape; new industry, new investment and more Ring Road (S & w)

A663

Oldham, (M67) M60

Mer city centre § Mer 4. Chester (M56)
| Chadderton Birmingham

orbital route. Metrolink is also coming to the town,
and the brand new £3.4 million central bus station
has opened this year.

The M60 Motorway

There are many other reasons which make Oldham a desirable
place to live, work and visit - its reputation for hard work,
commitment and down to earth friendliness are just some of
them.

Put them all together and they make Oldham a leading player
at the heart of the North West.

Enquiries about projects being undertaken by the Council, or any
of its policies, to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO
Box 160, Civic Centre, West Street, Oldham OL1 1UG,

telephone 0161 911 4708, fax 0161 911 4936,
ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk
or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk

OLDHAM oo

Metropolitan Borough L1




Coach: Mike FORD

Mark SIBSON @&
Danny ARNOLD .
David GIBBONS &

Pat RICH
Dean CROSS

Gareth BARBER )

Neil RODEN

Jason CLEGG &

John HOUGH
Danny GUEST
Phil FARRELL

lan SINFIELD P

Chris FARRELL

Gavin Dopp €
Kevin MANNION €

Lee DORAN §

Paul NORTON

TODAY'’S
R. STEPHENSON

OLDHAM

- P. McLAUGHLlN_ . .
D, GILLESPIE [

WHITEHAVEN

Coach: Paul CULLEN

Wesley WILSON
CRAIG WALSH
David SEEDS

lan DEVLIN

Chris CAMPBELL
Lee KIDDIE
Steve KIRKBRIDE
Mark COX

Aaron LESTER
David FATIALOFA
Howard HILL
Graeme MORTON
Spencer MILLER

Leroy JOE

Marc JACKSON
Garry PURDHAM
Dean VAUGHAN
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