Northern Ford Premiership
Hilton Park 8th July 2001
Preliminary Semi-Final
gielcOff 3.00pm

Widdows Mason

High Style Windows & Kitchens
Profile Patterns

Ruebins Nightclub

Medway Engineering

Avacab Taxis

Zachary Howarth

Main Match Sponsors: -

Match Ball Sponsors: -
Programme Sponsors: -
Video Sponsors: -




BLAKELEY’S

WASTE MANAGEMENT LIMITED

WE ARE PROFESSIONALS IN ALL ASPECTS OF
WASTE COLLECTION & DISPOSAL

All sizes of skips available
Collection & Delivery

Fast & efficient service
Rear loader skips
Compactors supplied
Contracts undertaken

Radio controlled vehicles




welcome to

With Chairman - Mike Nolan

Northern Ford Premiership
P W D

L D PTS
LeighCenturions 28 26 0 2 1139 321 818 52
Widnes Vikings 28 21 0 6 961 377 584 42
Rochdale H 28 21 1 7 865 433 432 41
Oldham 28 21 0 7 780 416 364 40
Featherstone R D ST D 9 825 401 424 36
DewsburyRams 28 18 O 10 801 438 363 34
Hull KR 280 G0 10 555 450 105 32

_KeighleyC PO ST 11....810 498 312 .

Workington T 2856 =0 (127881 66818 35
Whitehaven 28 16 12 608 419 189
Sheffield Eagles 28 14 0 14 637 543 94 28
Doncaster D 281480 14 622 532 90 28
Batley Bulldogs 28 BEN18 0 15 452 618 -166 26
Barrow BR 285 12 15 631 685 -54 23
Swinton Lions 28 10 0 18 538 711 -173 18
Hunslet Hawks 280 1 21 380 959 -579 13
Gateshead T 28 2 0 26 346 990 -644 4
Chorley Lynx 28D 0 26 395 1361 -966 4
York 28 1 1 26 193 1499 -1306 3

tune into

| With Coach - Paul Terzis

| want to take this opportunity to thank everyone for the
tremendous contributions made to our success so far this
season. First of all, of course, there are the players. Very
few people really know what sacrifices this great bunch of
blokes have made this season to get us to where we are
tocay. They've trained five and six times a week and then
played at the weekend - and all for very little financial
reward. Then there are the directors who have made
tremendous strides in the last few months with the off-field
set-up and new ground improvements that you can see
going ahead at a rapid pace. Then | must pay tribute to my
backroom staff who have been real rocks and worked

It's play off time again and just like last year we welcome
our friends from Oldham to what should be a great day of
entertainment in front of a sizeable crowd. Hopefully we will
win today and that could set up a revenge clash with
Rochdale in the semi's, and then the big one - Widnes at
Spotland. There are a few hurdles to clear after that but |
fully expect the winners to be promoted. We are ready for
the challenge. Promotion and relegation are vital to the
integrity of any competition and just now Rugby League is
under intense scrutiny as to it's future intentions. We will be
part of the future of Rugby League as | am sure will Widnes,
Oldham, Rochdale and any other clubs with ambition. As
regards today's clash, Oldham have done it tough over the
past few weeks and it was no real surprisese when they lost
to Hull KR last week, who | understand "did a Rochdale" on
them. The harder they tried the worse it got. They will be
under no illusions as to the intensity of the competition
from, now on and neither will our boys.

It should be a cracker.

Enjoy the game.

Northern Ford Premiership - Finals Series

Preliminary Semi-finals
Leigh Centurions v Oldham
Widnes Vikings v Rochdale Homets

Elimination Semi-finals
Featherstone Rovers v Keighley Cougars
Dewsbury Rams v Hull Kingston Rovers

themselves to a standstill just to make things happen. I've
leaned heavily on them and I'm proud to be working with
them. Last, but by no means least, there are you the fans. |
know I've said it in the past but our tremendous supporters
have made a difference this season. Games like the Trans-
Pennine Final and the trips to Whitehaven, Workington and
Barrow spring to mind. You've been brilliant. Now's the
time we can start to repay you by going on to reach the
Grand Final and win it. | know this team, they won't let
anybody down now. We've come too far for that.

Enjoy the game and meet me and the players afterwards
for the presentations.

Club Officials

Hon. Life President: Mr T Sale
Chief Executive: Mr Chris Healey
Chairman: Mr Mike Nolan

Directors: Mr'S Blakeley, Mr K Freer, Mr T Coleman, Mr A
Leach, Mr J Massey, Mr S Grainey, Ms L Liptrot
General Manager: Ms Y Moir

Theviews expressed in thiS'programme are not necessarily
those of Leigh Centurions RLFC or the Directors
Leigh Centurions Rugby Football League Club, Hilton Rark,
Kirkhall Lane, Leigh, Lancs WN7 1 RN
Tel: (01942) 743743 Fax: (01942) 261843
Lottery Office: (01942) 768861

Commercial Manager: Mr K Ashcroft



some thoughts from the north

You heard him on GMR, you can hear him on the half
way line. (Brian Wood offers some personal thoughts
on the NFP regular season).

It is good to welcome Oldham to Hilton Park this afternoon.
At least this removes one of the iniquities of the fixture plan-
ning this season. Whilst we have seen Gateshead, York,
Chorley, Hunslet etc down here we have not had the pleas-
ure of entertaining Oldham, Keighley or Doncaster all of
whom drew healthy crowds to Hilton Park last year. How
much money has that cost Leigh?

Ironically, it was Oldham two years ago when | first fell into
the trap of contributing to the Leigh programme after com-
menting on the quality of the Oldham publication. However,
sorry Oldham fans but | make no apology for today’s revel
in a reasonable position to pass some comments on the
season.

Back in November, when | glanced at the new NFP fixture
list, my initial reaction was that with away trips to
Whitehaven, Widnes and Oldham included in the first six
fixtures, if we are in touch with the top four by the middle of
January we will have done well. To win at all these venues
(where we had lost the previous season) was a remarkable
achievement and the rest, as they say, is history. The sea-
son began to take shape with that superb Boxing day win
at Widnes but, for me, the real start was in the next match
when Swinton came to Hilton Park also with an unbeaten
three win start. For twenty minutes there was stalemate,
then Leigh suddenly turned on the style and , despite the
mud, led 24-0 before the Lions touched the ball again! In
that sequence, a length of the field try straight from a kick-
off and finished by Neil Turley after numerous players had
handled set the standard for the rest of the season.

The cup run followed interspersed with more excellent
league performances and we were spoiled. For me, the
season reached a peak at Wilderspool when we gave such
a good account of ourselves and, by this stage, the media
had already awarded the NFP title to the Centurions. The
inevitable Iull followed with that awful first half against Batley
and the defeat at Doncaster but the superb second half
defensive effort at Keighley and the Good Friday defeat of
Widnes put us back on track and it’s been fairly plain sailing
since then (apart from Spotland!) including those heady four
days when we won two trophies. There's been a bit of a dip
in form since the trophies were wrapped up but it was good
to see the team perform so well in the second half against
Featherstone a fortnight ago. Is it too much to hope that,
this time we can go all the way.

There's nothing like a good argument amongst sports fans
so here are a few personal awards from this season. If you
disagree or want to add your own why not Email or contact
the programme editor at the club in time for the next home
game, hopefully in a fortnight’s time.

Most Significant Moment.

Neil Turley's try at Widnes. The Svabic kick and Turley
chase paid off for the first time and Turley the star was
born.

Best Tackle

Michael Watts in the last minute at Keighley. The game was
won but that epitomised the spirit in the camp.

Best Performance.

In defeat at Warrington. A proud day all round and still
Warrington’s biggest attendance of the season!

Worst Moment.

The last minute at Doncaster.

Champagne Moment

Seeing ‘try’ on the big,screen after Neil turley scored
against Salford. The Svabic/Turley kick again.

Best Half

There are many to chooses from but how about the first
half at Sheffield? Remember we were decimated by injuries
that day.

Worst half

Has to be the second at Spotland but the first against
Batley ran it close. :

Most Forgotten Game.

Against Hunslet at home. an aobject (or abject) lesson in
how to slow a game down. Even York didn't try to do that.
West Hull were cleverer at it than Hunslet.

Best Try

Individual: Has to be Neil Turley against Widnes on Good
Friday.

Team: Hardest decision of all but how about the first
against Hull KR scored by Dave Ingram?

Best Referee

Graeme Shaw. Best of a very select bunch

Worst Referee

Too many contenders to decide but Messrs Nicholson and
Oddy come to mind.

Long Odds

Neil Turley’s hat trick. Two in the last two minutes at Chorley
followed by one in the first minute at Oldham. Is this a
record?

Tim Street converting four tries last week!

Player of the Season

Impossible, absolutely impossible.

Anything else

The away support turning many away game into a ‘home’
one. The Centurions visit produced the biggest home gate
at many clubs, notably Widnes, Warrington, Keighley and
Oldham.

So season 2000/2001 has produced some superb
memories. Let's hope there’s more to come.



LEIGH CENTURIONS
POWERED BY
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If you would like more information about Soreen products or a free recipe leaflet please call free on
0800 515739 or write to us at Soreen, Freepost NWW2554A, Manchester M41 3SR.
See us at www.soreen.com.
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welcome to

Welcome to Mick Ford and his team for only the
second time this season (see Brian Wood on page
4). On that frozen Boundary Park pitch on 14th
January the Centurions played some excellent free
flowing rugby to win decisively. Apart from a disap-
pointing period about Easter the Roughyeds have
had an outstanding season - until their disappoint-
ing performance at Hull KR last Sunday they had
won 11 on the trot.

OLDHAM RLFC - PEN PICTURES

Staff
Mick Ford - Player/Coach with a wealth of experi-
ence with Wigan, Leigh, Castleford and Warrington
amongst his former clubs. In his second season
coaching with the club and one of the brightest
young coaches in the game he recently signed a
new three year contract.

Mick Ford

John Henderson - Assistant coach who was a pro-
lific try scorer in his playing days. Worked with Mike
Ford previously with Bramley.

Hayden Walker - Under 21s coach formerly with
Wigan and Rochdale he worked in the south of
England as a development officer at Hemel
Hempstead before heading back north.

Mark Knight - Academy Coach and formerly the
Academy Coach at Widnes. Mark is also a well
respected Coach Educator.

Players

Mark Sibson - Former Loughborough student who
has had spells at Castleford and Bramley. Very elu-
sive runner from full back capable of scoring from
long range.

Joey Hayes - A firm favourite with the Oldham
crowd this former superleague star with St. Helens
and Salford is always likely to get on the scoresheet.
Anthony Gibbons - Former Leeds and Bramley
player with a good step off either foot. Also one of
the best defensive centres in the NFP.

Pat Rich - Geordie Law Graduate who was previ-
ously with Keighley. A very reliable goal kicker he
represented England students in the Student World
Cup Final.

Dave Gibbons - Twin brother of Anthony he too
played for Bramley and Leeds. Very pacey with an
eye for the opening. He is an aggressive defender,
he also has a good kicking game.

Neil Roden - A product of the Wigan Academy set
up he joined the club last year. Has grown in stature
ever since. He is a scrum half with good hands and
a sound kicking game.

Jason Clegg - A massive prop with deceptive agili-
ty. he gives the team a big go forward and a quick
play the ball.

John Hough - The clubs first ever signing this
Oldham born hooker was the clubs player of the
season last year. Very fast out of dummy half he is a
regular try scorer.

Andy Procter - Club captain and a prop with a big
workrate. Formerly with Wakefield and Bramley.

Leo Casey - Now reaching the veteran stage an
Irish International prop with a wealth of experience.
Former clubs include Rochdale Hornets.

Danny Guest -Huge young prop formerly with
Keighley and Chorley. Has started to push through
this season and big things are expected from him.
Phillip Farrell - second row who joined the club
along with Neil Roden. Brother of England captain
Andrew he is probably the most exciting young sec-
ond row in the NFP. A massive workrate and a great
pair of hands.




Danny Guest

Paul Norton - Signed in the off season from
Chorley, Knocker has been one of the clubs most
consistent performers. Very strong defender who
can play prop or second row.

lan Sinfield - Oldham born player equally at home
at loose forward or second row. An aggressive
defender with pace running out wide.

Kevin Mannion - Former Student International play-
er a loose forward with good hands. Wigan born
and another former Rochdale player.

Gareth Barber - Young stand off born in Oldham
and signed in the summer from Warrington. A player
with huge potential he has already played a number
of first team games.

Daryl Lacey - Young winger or full back signed in
the summer from Wigan. A player with plenty of
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Neil Roden

pace and a safe pair of hands.

Chris Farrell - Twin brother of Phil and another
summer signing from Wigan. A loose forward with
great vision.

Gavin Dodd - Young full back or winger and a for-
mer Student International. A very elusive runner with
great pace.

Lee Doran - Teenage prop who has been starring
with clubs Alliance team. A very exciting prospect.
Keith Brennan - Reserve team scrum half coming
back after a serious knee injury. Expected to push
strongly for a first team place when back to full fit-
ness.

Warren Barrow - Big winger signed from St.
Helens. A regular try scorer last season and strong
finisher.

HIGH STYLE WINDOWS & KITCHENS
Twist Lane, Leigh. Telephone: 01942 260855

Profile

PATTERNS

Bedford New Mills, Drummond Way, Leigh, Lancs WN7 2RT.
Telephone: 01942 261031 Fax: 01942 261046




MILLENNIUM

5 STORES |

CREDIT FOR 12 MONTHS

Ask for details Ask for details

LATE NIGHT —
THURSDAY 9am - 7.30pm

L OTHER STORE AT
3 DING ESTATE NORTH STREET, CHOHLEV




LOW PRICES
ARE 4
PERMANENT
FIKTURE
AT ASDA

POCKET THE DIFFERENCE

www.asda.co.uk




WM
WM Widdows Mason

WM

WM Solicitors

HAD AN ACCIDENT?

FREE ACCIDENT LINE

0800 1699192

9am - 10pm Seven days a week

20 KING STREET 231 CHURCH LANE
LEIGH LOWTON

(01942) 673311 (01942) 724409

63 MARKET STREET
WESTHOUGHTON

(01942) 816515

Branches also at:
Bolton, Warrington, Atherton




What would Dave Aldred make of this?
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Chairman Mike Nolan presents Tim with a cheque

Tim with Chris Morley, Chris’ daughter Leah and nephew Mitchell. TS 33 :' Players line up for Tim
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built to lead

arrange your test drive now in the
new fordmondeo

! "} contact your local ford dealer

<> DEALERS



leigh business SpoONsors

Our thanks to the current members of the club.
Superclean - Chapel Street, Leigh
W. K. Sharrats - St. Helens Road, Leigh
The Sandwich Bar - Leigh Road, Leigh

Clews Contract Cleaning Ltd. - 48 Princess Street, Leigh

The Avenue Pub - The Avenue, Leigh
Body Image - Swan Lane, Hindley Green
Ruebens - Lord Street, Leigh

Athertons Butchers - 33 Railway Road, Leigh

Laser Copy Centre - Railway Road, Leigh

McCann General Store - 511 Holden Road, Leigh

Morans Trophies - 69 Railway Road, Leigh

Atico Hair Studio - West Bridgewater Street, Leigh

George and Dragon - King Street, Leigh
Moonraker - King Street, Leigh
Club Membership £50 per annum

Details from Kevin Ashcroft at the club
(tel : 01942 743 743)

TERRY
WYNN

Representing
Leigh as your
Member of the
European
Parliament.

Can be contacted at
European Office

105 Corporation St
St Helens
Merseyside WA10 1SX
Tel: 01744 451609
Fax: 01744 29832

BRIAN
SIMPSON

Representing
Cheshire East

in the

European
Parliament.

Can be contacted at
Gilbert Wakefield House
67 Bewsey Street
Warrington

WA2 7JQ

Tel: 01925 654074
Fax: 01925 240799

Email: terry_wynn.labour@virgin.net Email: briansimpson@lab.u-net.com
Web Page: www.terrywynn.com Web Page: www.briansimpson.co.uk



wis|f

ALWAYS WORTH
A TRY!

MORE OF YOUR MUSIC

FIRST FOR LOCAL NEWS

GREAT PRIZES

SUPPORTING YOUR LOCAL TEAM

102.4 WISH FM - IN A LEAGUE OF ITS OWN.

* X% * *




MEDWAY
ENGINEERING

Installation & Service Specialists

of Commercial Glass & Dishwashers,
Catering Equipment & Chemical
Dispense Control.

75, Chapel Street, Tel: 01942 203628
Leigh, Lancs. WN7 2DA  Fax: 01942 704698

Expert SoruTions For EXacTiNg SPECIFICATIONS . . .

O Guazing SysTEMS O Seawants

O RoorinGg SysTEMS O CarPark Systems

O Seeciausep Coatings [0 INpusTRIAL FLoor CoATINGS
O Frooring AbHESIVES & MEMBRANES
0  INbusTRIAL SeALANTS & ADHESIVES

TREMCO

Trentco Limited (Ecropean Headguarters)
393 Edinburgh Ave., Stough SL14UF Tel: 01753691696 Fax: 01753 822640

Tremeo Limited (Manufacturing & Technical)
Coupland Rd, Hindiey Green, Wigan WN2 4HT Tel: 01942258011 Fax: 01942521923

ACompany approvedto BS ENiS0 9002 & BS EN ISO 14001
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Malcolm Reilly, in his book ‘A Life in Rugby League’
writes of his time coaching Newcastle. ‘The signifi-
cant point to keep emphasising is that the Knights
strength came from its vast infrastructure of juniors
in the area. That bred so much local pride among
the players, and everyone connected with the club.
Maybe that was intensified because we were per-
ceived as “the country boys” from outside the city of
Sydney. But | know from just listening to the players
talk how very emotional and motivating it was to be
associated with a group of guys so passionate for
the area they came from”.

Looking at the early season Centurions team photo-
graph one is reminded that half the squad is Leigh
born, as are most of the back room staff. Leigh
have a large number of juniors playing the game in
the area - certainly if we remember the size of the
town. For many years the most talented were
enticed away by wealthier local clubs offering big
contracts. The club is now working hard through its
Youth Development work, Scholarship scheme,
Academy, and its increasing success on the field, to
correct that. The Junior Centurions also play a big
part in making todays younger generation part and
parcel of the club - the future supporters are just as
important as the future players - you can’t have one
without the other. and maybe Leigh born players
can be likened to the Newcastle “country boys”
from outside the bigger towns of Wigan, Warrington
and St. Helens. )
‘Nearly all the Knights players were locals who had
come through the juniors. That pride helps you go
that little bit further when the going gets tough
because you know you're not just playing for your-
self, you're playing for the community in which you
live. And that’s the way it used to be in England,
certainly for towns like Castleford and
Featherstone’. There are many similarities between
those towns and Leigh - working class towns,
towns built on mining and textiles, with Rugby as
the major winter sport. ‘It's something that worries
me about the game at home now.... television cov-
erage of sport, not just Rugby League, has also hit
the smaller clubs. When | was growing up in Kippax,

page 16
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95% of people would be staunch Castleford sup-
porters. Now | see hordes of new Leeds Rhinos
fans there. It seems people are very fickle in the
modern age - they follow the glamour of whoever
happens to be a winning team - there are no firm
roots there. Now, because of television, you see
hordes of Manchester Utd. fans travelling out of
Castleford every week. This increasing failure to
capture that local element of support can only be
damaging to the long term future of the small-town
rugby league team’.

The Centurions continue to be a community club.
Many of those involved in the day to day running of
the club, whether as employees, or as volunteers,
are Leigh born and bred. They have supported the
club all their lives, as did their parents and grand-
parents. But over the years many have dropped by
the way side. As Reilly said people are increasingly
fickle. Summer rugby has lost Leigh numerous sup-
porters - would they come back if Leigh were in
Super League? | hope so but I'm not convinced -
and these are not so much the fickle ones - they are
those who have always had other interests in sum-
mer.

Leigh have never had big money behind them, but
whilst hanging on to that vital element of community
they do need to face up to change. In fact, whether
it is Super League or another year in the NFP,
change will be forced on the club. And that will be
brought about by finance - or the lack of it.

Reilly concludes, ‘that strength of local pride was a
great motivational factor. There was an enormous
amount of peer pressure on the players and they
took that responsibility on board and got the job
done. If one individual player was letting the team
down in one particular area, the peer pressure alone
would ensure he knew about it and had to shape
up’. He was referring to his time in Australia but | am
sure Paul Terzis and his squad are100% in agree-
ment. And the community are behind them.

‘Reilly - A Life in Rugby League’ with Malcolm Reilly
and Harry Edgar is published by Mainstream Sport
@ £7.99.
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centurions academy

1stJuly Centurions 48 York 4

A below par performance from the team who had
set themselves high standards. Having said that
York certainly came to play Rugby and gave us a
game.

The visitors took an early lead and we struggled for
a while, failing to hold the ball and conceding too
many penalties. On drawing level after 20 minutes
we began to control the game. Our power, pace

centurions a liance
ALLIANCE DIVISION ONE QUALIFYING PLAY-OFF
Oldham 16 Centurions 27

The Roughyeads fell away after establishing an early
12 point lead, hooker Daryl Lacey being a key figure
in all 3 Oldham tries before suffering injury. After the
interval Leigh stretched them with some excellent
cross-field passing. Both teams were fully commit-
ted and the tackling was ferocious. Craig Wingdfield
had a strong game for Leigh who now go on to

Michael Watts gets away v Feathersone

and skill began to kick in. In the second half we
scored some excellent tries.

Although the Leigh coaching staff thought it a jaded
performance the York coach commented “Your sup-
port play was superb and you are by far the best
team in the Division’ , which was encouraging.

The ‘Man of the Match’ award went to Anthony
Blackwood who had a strong all round game. Our
next home game is against Oldham on 14th. July.

Hope to see you there.
Darren Abram

meet Widnes on July 5th (A) - the winner progress-
ing to the Grand Final.

Team: Darren Pilkington; David Jones, Alan Cross,
Chris Halliwell, Andy Parker; Chris Dootson, Lee
Sanderson; Rob Ball, Safraz Patel, Paul Norman,
Craig Wingdfield, lan Hodson, Jason Johnson. Subs:
Neil Donlan, Simon Hartley, James Lomax, Colin
Milner.

Tries : Wingfield, Pilkington,Cross, Donlan,Milner.
Goals:Sanderson(2),Wingfield, Dootson(FG).

action replay

¥



MAXILEAD

PARR BRIDGE WORKS,

MOSLEY COMMON ROAD,
TYLDESLEY

“METAL IS MONEY TO MAD MAX AT MAXILEAD”
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

TOP PRIGES PAID FOR
*BRASS-LEAD-

TEL: 0161 7905105
0161 790 2878
AFTER 6PM 0161 790 6905

MORAN S
- TROPHIES

6[) yf‘a vers,
CSIIOOé@[‘ ﬂ ccessorzes

Open Monday-Friday
- 9.30am - 5.00pm
~ Saturday 9.30am - 1.00pm
: Closed Wednesdays

69 Railway Road, Leigh

Telephone/Fax
01942 674269

[COOKE & COMPANY]

ESTATE AGENTS,
LAND AGENTS
& AUCTIONEERS

For further information contact

Simon Cooke
Helen Wilson or
Zoe Kendall

Fairclough House,
51, Lord Street,
Leigh Lancs.
WN7 1BY

Tel: (01942) 603000
Fax: (01942) 603442
Email: cookeandcompany@talk21.com
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THE AVENUE
Mr Qs

Leigh Road, Leigh. Tel: (01942) 671065

MANAGER - SPENNY

Every Thursday night on 2 Big Screens
we will be showing the video
of Sunday’s Leigh Centurions’ matches

Open until 12pm most nights

Snooker, Pool, Football and Cricket teams all
meet regularly sponsored by The Avenue
- new players always welcome




=) VOTED THE NORTH’S NO.1 DEALER
C= BY RIDE MAGAZINE’'S
E.S.22 CUSTOMER SURVEY SEPT 1999

ESB Motorcycles
are proud to support

Leigh Centurions
all the way.

& Scooters from S9ce400ce. ALL TOP
MRANY WETE SUPER BIKES

phito -t IN STOCK

b 7 monthy terms Visit Our Website @

www.esbmotorcycles.com
e-mail us on: sales@esbmotorcycles.com

Marsden Road (Comer of Deansgate), Bolton || Queen Sireet (Corner of Bradshawgate), Leigh
01204 535443 01942 671822

OPEN Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri 9am-6pm
1 LS Ly Saturday 9am-5pm Sunday (Bolton only) 10am-3pm
E.s- B “ — \@ LBonon branch open every Sunday 10am till 3pm. Or fax any enquiry - 01204 368707J

www.eshmotorcycles.com email: sules@esbmotorcycles.com

Tel' 01 204 696476 Fax"(‘)'1 204 699479
email: s_ales@halbro.com web:www.halbro.com




colosseum

Home and Away Replicas
Adult £44.99
Child £34.99

Leigh R.M.l. Replicas
£40.00
Classic Replicas Available
£569.00

A large selection of Leigh Centurion Merchandise
Call in today and have a look around.

Away coach travel to be booked in the shop. (Deposit £2)

'Sponsorship Packageé 2000/01

packages for the new season, allowing companies and

Bisansdl AET LAntE individuals to combine business with pleasure. Let the
", club do the organising and have a great day out. z

,"""’ ”E”,EER’"E Executive Match Sponsorship includes: 10 Directors

", . Seats and Car Park Passes; Four Course Meal with

"‘""l g, I M § TE D Wine; Match Programme; Man of the Match chosen
and presented by the Sponsor; Presentation to the

Sponsor by the Man of the Match; Post Match Buffet;
Hostess Service.

"."."Elllllllllllllllll' We are pleased to offe_r._the fol!owing

Advertising Paékage inéludes: Advert in Match
TEL: 0]942 674321/2 _Programme; In House Promotional TV Advert;

Acknowledgement Over Public Address System

FAX: 01942 261049 £1000 + VAT

Associate Match Sponsorship £500 + VAT
Match Ball Sponsorship £300 + VAT
Programme Sponsorship £300 + VAT

Video Sponsorship £300 + VAT
POCI(ei NOOI( Lane! Team Mascot Sponsorship £150 + Vat

Low'k)n : WQ rringfon , Match-Day Entertainment Package 5
= £30 + VAT (£25 + VAT for season ticket holders)
Cheshire. WA3 1AW :

Contact Kevin Ashcroft at the club




Super - LEIGH 2000

HILTON PARK SOCIETY
Hilton Park, Kirkhall Lane, Leigh.

Above is our first £10,000 Jackpot winner. You could be our net in December.
Don’t forget we also pay out £1,500 per week in Prize Money. JOIN TODAY.
Can we thank the sponsors of Super-LEIGH 2000 - Parkside Skoda of Bolton

Through a constant commitment to satisfying customers’
needs, LGH Group plc has become one of the World's
leading organisations devoted to the hire, sale and
manufacture of lifting and handling equipment, and the
provision of associated services.

hire o sales o manufacture o ftraining o service

lifting & material handling

LGH Group plc

A il Head Office, Bolion Road, Atherion, Manchester Md6 9YZ
puts safety first  Tel: 01942 896565 Fax: 01942 895019




FOR ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS
NEW CARS ¢ USED CARS * LCV’S
MOTABILITY SPECIALIST (home visits arranged)

SERVICE DEPARTMENT ¢ BODYSHOP « PARTS DEPARTMENT
FINANCE AVAILABLE

3YEARS WARRANTY ON ALL NEW PEUGEOTS*
(+60,000 Miles or 3 years whichever is sooner)
FREE INSURANCE ON SELECTED MODELS

AFTER THE GAME OF YOUR LIFE....
...COME AND HAVE THE DRIVE OF YOUR LIFE

PERRYS PEUGEOT, |,
BRIDGEMAN STREET,
BOLTON. BL3 6BS.
TEL: 01204 362747
FAX: 01204 395108

WWW.perrys.co.uk




S
FABIA
“AUTO EXPRESS”
CAR OF THE YEAR
AND
BEST SUPER MINI
DOUBLE WINNER *
OCTAVIA
“AUTO EXPRESS”
COMMENDED
2ND PLACE
Acclaimed by all
Now more
affordable than ever

ALL SKODA PRICES INCLUDE
* 3 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty °
* 3 Years AA Cover °
* Full on The Road Package °

Leigh’s Parky Pig sponsored by...

PEABODY STREET, BOLTON e
TEL 01204 520538 11.30um - 3.30pm




page 26 page 26

rugby league hall

At half time at the World Cup Final at Old Trafford in
November three new players, Vince Karalius, Roger
Millward, and Tom Van Vollenhoven were inducted
into the Hall of Fame - the first additions for ten
years. Last season the Leigh programme included
photos and pen pictures of members of the Hall of
Fame. We now bring the Hall up to date.

Tom Van Vollenhoven
The professional Rugby League game in Britain for
most of the 20th Century may have been geograph-
ically restricted to the three former northern England
counties of Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cumberland -
but the whole history of the game is littered with the
mighty deeds of young men who arrived from other
parts of the world to become heroes in the folklore
of this mighty sport that gave them free rein to use
their skills and athletic abilities.
Many came from Australia, New Zealand and Wales,
with even a few from Scotland - and also they came
from South Africa. Countless footballers travelled
from that southern land of the dark continent where
rugby union had become such a passion of the
B O T white colonial settlers.
a o 3! oY, Many tried, but only a
few were real suc-
cesses in the fast
{ moving Rugby
League code - and
{ none was a bigger
star than Tom Van
Vollenhoven.
He was a Springbok
international winger
from a town called
Bethlehem, who
came to England to
join St Helens in
1957. Eleven years
and 395 tries later,
Vollenhoven left
Knowsley Road as a
hero never to be for-

gotten.

The pace and artistry of "the Van" left an indelible
mark on Rugby League in Britain - and among
eleven years of magic from the South African, two
particular big occasions - and two particular tries -
will always be remembered by people way beyond
the legions of Saints fans who were there to cheer
them.

The first was in the 1959 Championship Final
against Hunslet at Odsal Stadium, when
Vollenhoven scored his most famous individual try.
The second two years later in the Challenge Cup
Final against Wigan at Wembley, when he finished
off a beautiful inter-passing extravaganza with his
centre Ken Large that covered the full length of the
field.

Tom Van Vollenhoven had the name, the look, and
the language that made him stand out as being dif-
ferent from the norm in the north of England com-
munities that nurtured Rugby League. Rarely was a
sporting legend more perfect.

Vince Karalius

There are a handful of names in the long history of
Rugby League which, when they are whispered, still
send shivers down the backbone. Vince Karalius is
at the top of that list - his name still remembered
and spoken of in awe, especially by Australians.

It's a measure of the impact Vinty made on the
Aussies, because he only ever played there in two
Tests, one in Brisbane and one in Sydney, on the
1958 tour - and that was the only Ashes winning
series he played in. Karalius did, however, play in
Great Britain's World Cup winning team in 1960.
But when you talk about legendary icons of the
game, Vince is right up there. He played a leading
part in that greatest of all Test dramas in Brisbane in
1968. With skipper Prescott playing with a broken
arm, and stand-off Dave Bolton off the field with a
broken collar bone, it was Karalius who switched to
the pivotal role. And, despite being crippled with a
back-injury that required him to be literally picked up
and pushed back out of the dressing-room for the
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second-half, Vince
played his way into
history.

The legend built up
around Karalius is
one of his famous
hardness - but unlike
other characters
whose reputations
1 were often cemented
4 by controversy -
i Vince was a scrupu-
lously fair player. As
tough and strong as
; i they come, but a man
who took pride in the honour of playing the game in
true sporting spirit

He had great respect for Alan Prescott, his captain
at both St Helens and on his one Lions tour, and
Karalius himself emerged as a leader of men - cap-
taining Saints to Wembley glory in ‘61 and returning
three years later to lead his home town Widnes to
the Challenge Cup. Vince was very much a players'
man, but the widespread respect for him remains
throughout the world of Rugby League.

Roger Millward

Rugby League has always been a game for players
of all shapes and sizes - but the one quality essen-
tial in any man who played the game has always
been courage. In little Roger Millward, British sport
had a braveheart of gigantic proportions - despite
his tiny frame.

Roger was a dominant figure in international teams
in an era when the game started to change and the
balance of power edged towards the Australians -
but not before he starred in the incredible Ashes tri-
umph of 1970, the last time Great Britain won the
mythical symbol of worldwide dominance. It was
Millward who strode onto a pass from Doug
Laughton and set sail for the corner at the Sydney
Cricket Ground on July 4,1970 to score the try that
sealed the Ashes for the British for the last time in
the 20th Century. Roger jumped for joy after the
touchdown, as television commentator Eddie
Waring's voice whooped with delight - such was the
emotion of the occasion.

Millward played for Great Britain in 29 major interna-
tionals, but his Test record would have been much
higher had it not

been England rather than the Great Britain team for
much of his career at the top - and had injuries not
forced him to miss out on

several major occasions, most notably the 1970
and 1972 World Cups. Despite that, Roger Millward
established a remarkable record of going on more
tours down-under than any other player, a total of
six made up of three full Lions tours in 1970, '74
and '79, and the World Cup tournaments in 1968,
'75 and '77, the latter two as captain. Millward was
a star whilst still a schoolboy in his native Castleford,
before being signed from his hometown club by Hull
KR as a 17 year old for the then considerable fee of
£6,000. It proved to be a wonderful investment by
the Robins, as Roger went on to give them great
service as both player and coach for many years.
He made his Great Britain debut as a substitute
against the 1965 Kiwis whilst only 18 years of age,
and captained his country on many occasions, from
both stand-off and serum-half. Roger battled to
overcome serious injuries on several occasions,
including playing most of his long awaited Wembley
appearance in 1980 with a broken jaw, a Final in
which he still managed to lead his Robins team to
victory over local rivals Hull FC.




PERKINS CHILLED FOODS
SIMPLY FRESH

CHADDOCK LANE, WORSLEY, MANCHESTER M28 IDR
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The Junior Centurions would like to welcome the
Oldham supporters who have made the journey to
Hilton Park this afternoon.

Today's game is of course a repeat of last years
exciting major semi final although this year at least
the losers will get a second bite of the cherry.

Although up until last weekend it didn't look as
though we would meet Oldham in the play off
rounds and certainly not this early it's good to see
the Oldham supporters here today. Many Leigh sup-
porters were disappointed that we didn't have a
home fixture against the Roughyeds this year as it is
one of the few fixtures which guarantees a good
away following.

todays mascot

ZACHARY HOWARTH

Age: 7

School: Beech House School, Bolton.

Hobbies: Swimming, football, watching Leigh
Favourite Players: Simon Baldwin & Timmy Street

junior centurions

Apparently Oldham will be playing any home games
in the play-offs at Hilton Park so this might not be
their last visit here this season.

Finally, for all of our young supporters, don't forget
to come to the Tuck Shop under the score board to
vote for today's McDonald's Junior Centurion Man
ofthe Match. Congratulations to Timmy Street who
not surprisingly won last weeks vote. Although
Timmy is retiring from Rugby League he is allegedly
considering taking up American Football next sea-
son. As one of the guys who comes on just to take
goal kicks!!

centurions rugby cards

As you may already be aware, over the course of
the season the Centurions have teamed up with
Leigh Police to produce 24 Rugby cards in support
of ‘Operation Hawk’, a police operation aimed at
reducing the number of young people who become
victims of street robbery in the Leigh area. This joint
initiative has resulted in nearly 200,000 cards being
distributed throughout the area via schools, ‘The
Colosseum’, police officers and direct to the fans on
match days. As well as a safety message on each
card the cards also carry a competition question
about the Centurions.

If you wish to enter the competition, please write in
to PC Kevin Byrne, Wigan Police Station,
Community Affairs Department, Harrogate Street,
Wigan. WN1 1DX with your 24 answers on a piece
of paper. Please state your name, address, age and
telephone number clearly. All entries must be

received by Monday 16th. July 2001. A junior win-
ner and adult winner will be drawn that day and the
winners informed by telephone. The adult winner will
receive a Centurion season ticket for the new sea-
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Date
10/12/00
17/12/00
26/12/00
01/01/01
07/01/01
14/01/01
28/01/01

31/01/01
04/02/01
11/02/01
18/02/01
25/02/01
08/03/01
11/03/01
18/03/01
25/03/01
01/04/01
08/04/01
13/04/01
15/04/01

122/04/01

129/04/01
06/05/01
09/05/01
13/05/01
20/05/01
27/05/01
30/05/01
10/06/01

17/06/01
24/06/01
01/07/01
08/07/01

Att.

Barrow Border Raiders 2588
Whitehaven 1061
Widnes Vikings 6644
Swinton Lions 2881
Chorley Lynx 1382
Oldham 4747
West Hull (C Cup 3rd Round) 1547
Workington Town 2149
Rochdale Hornets 2568
Salford (C Cup 4th Round) ~ 5670
Featherstone Rovers 2683
Warrington (C Cup 5th Round) 8844
York 428

Batley Bulldogs 2619
Gateshead Thunder 2242
Doncaster Dragons 1630
Keighley Cougars 3727
Hunslet Hawks 1274
Widnes Vikings 4914
Swinton Lions 1892
Dewsbury Rams 3126
Sheffield Eagles 1614
HullKR 3410
Hunslet Hawks 1951
Barrow Border Raiders 1080
Whitehaven 2409
Chorley Lynx 2639
Keighley Cougars (TP Cup Firal) 2626
Workington Town 1114
Rochdale Hornets 2473
Featherstone Rovers 2842
York 2433

Oldham (Preiminary Semi Final)

F-A 1 2 3 4 5

19-8  Turey Hadcroft AndersonFairciough Ingram
30-8 Turley Hadcroft AndersonFairclough Jones
25-20 Turley Hadcroft AndersonFairclough Ingram
46-4  Turey Hadcroft AndersonFairclough Jones
56-4 Turey Hadcroft KendrickFairclough Jones
44-18 Turley Watts AndersonFairclough Jones
28-5 Ingram Watts Anderson Johnson Jones
70-0 Turdey Hadcroft Anderson Purtil  Ingram
48-0 Turley Hadcroft Anderson Purtil  Watts
16-12 Turdey Hadcroft AndersonFairciough Ingram
80-20 Turley Hadcroft Kendrick Fairciough Ingram
10-20 Turley Hadcroft Anderson Kendrick Ingram
84-12 Turey Watts Anderson Johnson Jones
34-8 Turey Hadcroft AndersonBretherton Watts
52-4 Turdey Jones JohnsonBretherton Watts
11-16  Turley Walts Anderson Johnson Ingram
16-6 Turdey Ingram AndersonFairclough Watts
50-6 Turey Ingram AndersonBretherton Jones
26-22 Turley Ingram AndersonBretherton Watts
40-0 Turley Watts AndersonBretherton Jones
32-18  Turley Ingram Anderson Kendrick Watts
34-28 Bretherton Jones Johnson Kendrick Watts
58-10 Turley Ingram Anderson Kendrick Watts
64-8  Turey Ingram AndersonBretherton Cross
28-12  Turley Ingram Anderson Kendrick Watts
42-4  Ingram Hadcroft Anderson Kendrick  Watts
52-18 Turey Hadcroft FaircloughKendrick Jones
36-0 Turley Ingram AndersonFairciough Watts
18-17 Turey Hadcroft AndersonFairclough Watts
4-36 Turey Ingram AndersonFairclough Hadcroft
38-17 Turley Hadcroft AndersonFairciough Watts
84-1  Turey Ingram Kendrick Fairclough Watts

6 04 8 9
Svabic  Duffy
Svabic Bretherton Street
Svabic BrethertonBradbury Roden Whittle Baldwin Morley

10 1 12
Street Roden Norman Kendrick Baldwin

Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin Morley

Svabic BrethertonLeatham Hamilton Whittle Baldwin
Duffy Bretherton Street
Svabic Bretherton Street

Morley
Hamilton Leatham Baldwin Morley
Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin  Morley
Roden Whittle FaircloughKendrick

Svabic Swann Gass

13
Bristow
Bristow
Bristow
Bristow
Bristow
Bristow

Purtill

14 15 16 17
Morley Bradbury Leatham Hamilton
Kendrick Norman Whittle Roden
Street Leatham Kendrick Hamilton
Duffy Bradbury
Anderson Roden Bowker Whittle
Whittle  Kendrick Leatham = Duffy

Duffy Bretherton Sanderson

Kendrick Norman

Norman

Svabic BrethertonBradbury Duffy Leatham Baldwin Bristow Fairclough Whittle  Swann  Norman Hamilton

Svabic Bretherton Street Hamilton Whittle Baldwin Bristow
Svabic Bretherton Street Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin Bristow
Purtill Duffy Bradbury Baldwin Morley
Svabic Bretherton Street Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin Morley
Svabic BrethertonLeatham Duffy ~ Whittle - Baldwin  Morley
Purtill  Leatham Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin Morley
Purtill Roden Bradbury Kendrick Bristow
Svabic BrethertonBradburyHamilton Whittle Baldwin Kendrick
Svabic Swann Leatham Hamiton Whittle Baldwin
Svabic Leatham Duffy Whittle Kendrick
Svabic Street Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin
Svabic Roden Whittle Baldwin
Leatham Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin
Street  Duffy  Whittle Bradbury
Street Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin

Svabic Norman

Svabic
Svabic Gass
Bristow.
Swann Bristow
Swann Morley

Swann  Street Kendrick

Svabic Swann Morley

Svabic Swann Morley

Svabic Swann Morley

Svabic Sandersonleatham Hamilton Norman Baldwin Morley

Svabic Bretherton Street Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin  Morley
Morley
Morley
Kendrick
Morley
Kendrick

Morley

BrethertonSandersonNormanHamitton Whittle  Baldwin
BrethertonSandersonNorman  Duffy Bradbury Bristow
Svabic  Swann Hamilton Whittle Baldwin
Svabic BrethertonNorman  Duffy ~ Whittle  Baldwin
Svabic Bretherton Street Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin
Svabic BrethertonLeatham Hamilton Bradbury Baldwin
Street

Street

Svabic  Swann Hamilton Whittle Bristow

Swann
Morley
Bristow
Bristow
Swann
Bristow
Swann
Bristow
Morley
Morley
Bristow
Bristow
Bristow
Bristow
Bristow
Swann
Bristow
Bristow
Swann
Bristow
Bristow
Swann

Bristow

Morley Johnson

leigh centurions

Bradbury = Duffy  Kendrick Norman
Whittle  Duffy Kendrick Leatham
Street Hamilton Swann Leatham
Leatham Whittle  Duffy - Swann
Gass Roden Bradbury Purtill

Gass Kendrick Duffy Johnson
Whittle Morley Hamilton Ingram
Gass Leatham Duffy Swann
Kendrick BradburyBretherton Duffy

Street Baldwin Johnson Roden
Whittle Leatham Kendrick Duffy

Norman Hamilton Bradbury Johnson
Street  Whittle Bretherton Duffy

Norman HamiltonSanderson Cross

Whittle Leatham Duffy Bretherton
Street Johnson Jones  Whittle

Leatham Swann Johnson Norman
Duffy  Johnson FaircloughBradbury
Whittle Johnson
Leatham Bradbury Duffy Bretherton

Hamilton Street

Bradbury Swann Hamilton Leatham
Whittle Bristow Duffy Norman
Street  Ingram  Johnson Norman

Leatham Hadcroft Cross Norman

NORTHERN
FORD




Leigh Centurions Oldham

Neil Turl ey NEWCROSS CLEANING SERVICES

JUNIOR CENTURIONS Mark Sibson

Joey Hayes
Anthony Gibbons
Pat Rich

Joe McNicholas
Neil Roden

Keith Brennan

Alan Hadcroft BROOKLANDS CLEANING
Paul Anderson BB N EVEN BROOMAIELD
Andy Fairclough T COLEMAN CONSTRUCTION
Michael Watts MAKERFIELD TIMBER
Simon Svabic BODY IMAGE GYM
Willie Swann GRAINEY BUILDERS
Dave Whittle TONY’S FISH & CHIP SHOP Leo Casey
John Hamilton ESB MOTORCYCLES BOLTON John Hough
Paul Norton

Phil Farrell

Dave Bradbury KEN WINSTANLEY & SONS
Simon Baldwin MICK LYNCH
Chris Morley M. LOGAN & SONS Bryan Henare
Kevin Mannion
Mike Ford

Jason Clegg

Adam Bristow (c) STYLES & CO.
Andy Leatham ESB MOTORCYCLES BOLTON
John Duffy ESB MOTORCYCLES LEIGH

Tim Street ACADEMY LEASING Chris Farrell
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Phil Kendrick WOODLANDS BARRIERS LTD. Danny Guest
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Referee: Mr. C A Morris
Touch Judges: Mr. | Fairweather Mr. M J Wilson

Leigh Centurions Rugby League Club Honours
Championship Winners 1905-06 « Division One Championship Winners 1981-82 e Division Two Championship Winners 1977-78,
1985-88, 1988-89 ¢ Challenge Cup Winners 1920-21 1970 71 e Lancashire Cup Winners 1952-53, 1955-58, 1970-71, 1981-82
Lancashire Cup Beaten Finalists 1905-08,1909-10,1920-21, 1922-23, 1949-50. 1951-52, 1963-64, 1969-70 » BBC2 Floodlit Trophy
Winners 1969-70,1972-73 « BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Beaten Finalists 1967-68, 197 * N.F.P Grand Final Runners-Up 2000

MATCH RECORDS Goals: 15 by Mick Stacey v Doncaster 28/3/76 Tries: 6 by Jack Wood v York 4/10/47 & Neil Turley v Workington
31/1/01 Points: 38 by John Woods v Ryedale York 12/1/92 « SEASON RECORDS Goals: 173 by Chris Johnson 1985-88 Tries: by Neil |
Turley 2000-01 Points: 400 by Chris Johnson 1985-86 « CAREER RECORDS Goals: 1,043 by Jim Ledgard 1948-58 Tnes 189 by Mick

Martyn 1954-67: Points: 2,492 by John Woods 1976-85,1990-92 RECORD APPEARANCES 503 by Albert Worrall 1921-35, 1936-38 |

BIGGEST WIN 92-2 v Keighley 30/4/86 HIGHEST ATTENDANCE 31,224 v St Helens 14/3/5¢
* WORLD RECORD Tries in a season by a Full Back: by Neil Turley 2000-01
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