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ar the very heart of the North West

Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to
live, work or visit at the heart of the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and
Oldham has the region’s largest town centre based indoor shopping area.

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.

A new bus station and the anticipation of the Metrolink tram system
coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for
investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including a new
Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the
arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be
opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,
West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 4936.
E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk
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with
Christopher Hamilton

IF you are reading this prior to having eaten your
Xmas Turkey then things will have fallen into place.
If not, I'm not sure what we do.

One thing is for sure, | have reached the point
where | am asking myself if everything that my role
with the Club entails is really worth all the stress
and hassle that it brings.

What is especially hard to cope with is that we
always seem to be a victim of circumstances
beyond our control.

The past few weeks have been a nightmare
when we thought we could build on the relative
success of getting to the Grand Final.

We have worked hard with Ashton United and
Tameside Council to ensure that games can take
place at Hurst Cross and | sincerely hope that we
have achieved that objective.

All we want to do is play rugby league.

Today’s game will be another tough one against
a Rochdale team which beat us in the Law Cup and
has won three League games on the trot, but I'm
sure Mike and the Lads will be keen to record their
first win.

On a brighter note, may | take this opportunity
on behalf of myself, the staff and all the players to
wish you a Very Happy Christmas and a peaceful
New Year.

Thank you for your support.
Chris

Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 UNION STREET
OLbpHam OL1 1DJ
TeLEPHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
CLuB SHop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
HEAD COACH
Mike Ford
ASSISTANT COACH
John Henderson
ALLIANCE COACH
Mark Knight
ACADEMY COACH
Shaun Gartland
ACADEMY MANAGER
Pete Beswick
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Lisa Sharratt & Danni Turner
CONDITIONER
Andy Proctor
TIMEKEEPER
John Barrett
CLUB DOCTOR
Dr lan Wilkinson
STATISTICS
Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman
PROGRAMME EDITOR
Geoff Cooke

CLUB HONOURS
A J Law Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand Finalists 2001

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(sPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton
1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1850-62, Bernard
Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94.

Front Cover : New signings -
Tommy Hodgkinson, John Braddish,
Jon Goddard, Will Cowell & Simon Knox

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) Lrp.
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A FIXTURE NOT TO BE MISSED

C.atlChir +Aie
Chronic /e’

the daily choice
for local News
i Sport

i

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk

WE were disappointed to come away from Craven Park with
a 26-10 defeat which did not reflect the course of the game.
For 60 minutes | thought we were the better side but,
unfortunately we ran out of steam a bit in the last quarter. A
couple of decisions went against us and we were not
mentally strong enough to deal with repeat sets of six
tackles against us. It is always daunting to play at Craven
Park and not many sides will win there. Hull KR have a big
side which is well drilled and plays to a solid game plan.

On the positive side we showed a lot of enthusiasm and
commitment and | think we surprised them in the first half. |
thought we were very aggressive and knocked them out of
their stride which was very pleasing. Our new signings all
fitted in well and our kicking game was excellent, but we
suffered from a lack of competitive football to give us that
edge to our game when it mattered. Certainly we created
chances and in future games we must take more of these to
sustain pressure on our opponents.

Today's opponents, Rochdale, showed a massive
improvement last season under Martin Hall and since then they have spent heavily to improve the
side further. They are a tough side who always start strongly and we will have to get into our stride
straight away.

| am pleased now to have secured the coaching team | wanted with John Henderson, Shaun
Gartland, Mark Knight and Andy Proctor all on board and able to provide invaluable input. On a
personal note I, and all the players, would like to thank our outgoing physio Lisa Sharratt for all her
work. We wish her and her family all the very best. Fortunately Danni Turner is already with us and
can step into Lisa's shoes. This is the kind of conveyor belt system we would like to operate
throughout the club whenever anything untoward crops up, as this provides continuity and stability.

In hoping for a good, entertaining game today. We hope our fans will appreciate the difficulties
we have faced and that you will stick with us throughout a long and arduous season. As things are
we are going to be catching up on other sides in the league table because they have two or three
games’ start on us. But please remember it's not who is top of the league in the first few weeks but
who is there at the end, as Hornets showed last season.

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas.

Mike

PACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OLA4 1DF

0161-284 9000
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DEREK ANTHONY LTD.

General Sheetmetal Workers &
Structural Steel Fabricators

UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DERKER STREET - OLDHAM OL1 3LY

Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616
WisH ORLFC EVERY SUCCESS FOR 2002

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES
(NORTHERN) L1D.

OLDHAM DEPOT
Tel 0161 626 8111
For all your

Plant & Tool Hire Needs
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2002 Season

PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &
GARAGE SERVICES

PuncTuRe REPAIRS - WHEEL BALANCING
TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLuTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING
M.0.T. RepAIRS - EXHAUSTS

Beever STREET - OLbHAM OL1 3TD

Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
Fax: 0161 628 9949
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\L‘ Tel: 24 4445
Fax: 0161 633 6570

Ashton United F.C.
Always a warm welcome from your hosts JOHN AND BARBARA

Now Open 7 Days a Week

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY NIGHTS
+ WIDE SCREEN DIGITAL TV <
Free party function room available #+ BINGO Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
+ FREE MEMBERS WEEKLY DRAW < New members always welcome <

Tel: 0161 330 1511

IF YOU had been able to buy the programme
produced for the postponed Swinton Lions
game you would have noticed several
changes (as indeed you will today). In
welcoming new contributors lan Wilson (a
contributor to League Express) Dave
McGealy (of Radio Cavell) and former
international referee Sam Shepherd, all of
whose columns we hope you enjoy, we would
like to place on record our thanks to Simon
Winnard, Dave Roberts and Marjorie Cooke
for their efforts last year. And, of course, our
special thanks go to Roger Halstead. This will
be the first time in many, many years that an
Oldham programme has appeared without a
contribution from the town’s premier rugby
journalist, the demands on whose time and
expertise never seem to lessen. Thanks for
all your efforts, Roger. And you can continue
to enjoy the Halstead view of all things R.L. in
the Oldham Evening Chronicle of course.

Swinton’s Tony Barrow has had some
outspoken comments to make regarding the
fixture formula for this season’s N.F.P. And it's
hard to fault much of what he says. For
example, the loss of Oldham and Rochdale
derby games at Gigg Lane is a financial blow
the Lions can do without. Derby games on
Bank Holiday dates is Tony's cry and |, for
one, think he’s right.

And the complex play-off system to
decide the composition of National Leagues
One and Two in 2003 also begs the question
when you could play every other club home
and away, a system which is much simpler
and fairer. However, | do appreciate that the
method adopted is designed to keep interest
in the competition going right to the end of the
season so there is perhaps some merit in this
formula.

And then there’s the National Cup..........

e o o%
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Are you as alarmed as me at the cross-code
shenanigans going on with Super League
clubs? If Dave Whelan can afford to put £10

million into Orrell and send Wigan players to
play for them it does not bode well for the
future of Rugby League. And with similar
goings-on at Leeds - and mooted for the
future at such as St. Helens and Bradford -
one wonders just what agenda is being
pursued. While the powers that be in these
clubs might not want us to know - after all
we're only the paying customers - | hope they
are prepared to acquaint their fellow Super
League clubs, traditional R.L. towns like
Castleford, Halifax, Salford, Hull, Wakefield,
Widnes and Warrington, with their plans.

s % o
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At the time of going to press so far this
season | had seen Oldham'’s two pre-season
games plus Rochdale v Batley, Swinton v Hull
K.R. and Hull K.R. v Oldham. In all five
games | had no quarrel whatsoever with the
refereeing. However, what is remarkable
nowadays is what a mess the play-the-ball
call be. Interference and lying on are rife and
it is done so cleverly that it is difficult to
determine the deliberate from the
unavoidable. Unfortunately, what this means
for referees is that, if they start to penalise fit,
it becomes a judgement call and the
spectators will be up in arms about
‘inconsistency’. This means that a quick play
the ball is difficult to execute (hence the laxity
about playing the ball with the foot) and
frustrates the fans. The whole issue is a
minefield and | don't pretend to know the
answer. However | am sure every Coach in
the game is an expert in this area: so if they
are so good at slowing things down let's ask
them how to speed things up!

S0 o o
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And finally, since this is the season of
Good Will To All Men, we wish you a Very
Merry Christmas and a Happy and
Prosperous New Year.
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ON THis DAy ...
Don Yates looks back to December 23rd yesteryear

SIXTY-TWO years ago the country was at
war but rugby league was still played
although not as frequently as during
peacetime. There was even one international
match played during that first year of
hostilities. On Saturday 23rd December 1939
England met Wales before a crowd of 15,257
at Odsal Stadium, Bradford. Wales led 6-3 at
half time before
pressing on to beat
the English 16-3. At
loose-forward for
Wales that afternoon
was Oldham back-
row forward Alex
Givvons, a legend
who still lives close
to where the
Watersheddings
ground once stood
and who has a street
named after him on
the Old Rugby Green
housing estate which
replaced the rugby alec Givwons

stadium.

On Saturday 23rd December 1911,
Rochdale Hornets staged international rugby
when they entertained the ‘Kangaroo tourists
at the Athletic Grounds. Australia won what
was described as ‘a wonderful exhibition of
the best of Northern Union football’ by 18-6.
Centre Viv Farnsworth, later to join Oldham,
scored two of the four Kangaroo tries, his
second, scored in the closing minutes of the
match, being a particularly outstanding effort.
Unfortunately dense fog spoiled the occasion
causing one scribe to observe when
describing Farnsworth'’s late try, ‘it would
have been all the better if one could only
have seen rather more of it.’ Forty-five years
later, in 1956, Australia were back in Europe
where, on Sunday 23rd December, they
defeated France 10-6 in Bordeaux. During
that match Kangaroo prop Roy Bull was sent
off but on the intervention of French skipper
Gabriel Berthomieu, he was allowed to

return to the field of play after five minutes. It
was the first time that the sin bin had been
used in a test match albeit strictly against the
rules as they stood at the time.

It was on this day in 1950, Saturday
23rd December, that Rochdale Hornets
defeated a star studded Barrow team 17-3.
Included in the Barrow line-up at the Athletic
grounds that day were five players who
represented Great Britain, Jim Lewthwaite,
Phil Jackson, Frank Castle, Willie Horne and
Jack Grundy. Making his debut for Hornets
against such illustrious opposition was
hooker Bob Dagnall who went on to emulate
those stars by representing his country.
Dagnall had moved on to St.Helens before
he gained test recognition but it was with
Hornets that he learned the complexities of
the hooking role.

Another player to make his professional
debut on December 23rd was former
St.Marys halfback Jack Sweeney. He was
scrumhalf in the Keighley team which
defeated York 8-5 in 1944. Jack did not enjoy
such a lengthy professional career, just four
matches for Keighley and one for Workington
Town. He then returned to junior rugby in the
Oldham area where he starred many times
in the Standard Cup competition. His son
Terry is a hard working committeeman for
the local St.Anne’s club. Twelve months ago,
on Saturday 23rd December 2000, Terry was
down in the dumps after St.Annes had lost
20-18 at home to Waterhead in the Standard
Cup. Saints led 10-0 after only five minutes
of that tie and they were still 18-14 ahead
with ten minutes remaining. At that point
former Oldham academy player Warren
Druggitt scored an equalising try and two
other former Roughyed academy boys, Craig
Barker and Paul Lord, dropped goals to
snatch victory for Waterhead. Earlier a
couple of lads who have turned out for
Hornets in recent seasons, Steve Crowther
and lan Schifilliti, had scored tries for Saints
and Rochdale’s record point scorer, Steve
Gartland, had landed three goals.

Adamsons

w— CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o'th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS »

PN

MaFshall
Pumps

As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise

Certificate No. 910554

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
Rhodes Bank - Oldham - OL1 1UA
Tel: 0161 678 6111 - Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)
E-mail: info@marshallpumps.co.uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

HAD AN ACCIDENT?

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION

NO WIN, NO FEE

FREE HOME VISITS
FIRST INTERVIEW FREE WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATIONS

CALL US NOW ON:

0800 917 7278

WE KNOW THE ANSWER

KEITH DYSON SOLICITORS

THE PERSONAL INJURY SPECIALISTS

39 Liverpool Road Castlefield Manchester M3 4NQ
Tel: 0161 832 9933
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DUTTON

At GEORGE HILL
lit's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS AND SURVEYORS

Wherever you see
this sign you can
be assured
of an efficient and
professional
approach to any
property matter

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,
Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &
Ashton-u-Lyne

Call in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF

V// [ George Hin

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk

LAWRENCE PERRINS & SONS LIMITED

Established 1947
Plumbers ¢ Electricians Heating Engineering
Security Systems

176 OLDHAM ROAD, SPRINGHEAD, OLDHAM OL4 5SJ
TeL 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for
local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits.

Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OL8 I1QL

Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

Goodwin

A M ol
Oronam Cramser

Commui
Legal Ser':vil?e

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795
29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH

TEL : 0161 624 6811 FAX : 0161 624 3743
EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM

FIrsT DivisioN FINAL LEAGUE TABLE

v eeevneen. .. With Shaun Gartland and Mark Knight
Review of the Academy Season 2001

P w D L F A D Pts
Leigh Centurions 18 16 0 2 704 230 474 32
Workington Town 18 15 0 3 494 312 182 30
Featherstone Rovers 18 12 1 5 660 266 394 25
Barrow Raiders 18 1 0 7 555 407 148 22
Dewsbury Rams 18 11 0 7 470 3 99 22
Oldham 18 7 3 8 488 534 -46 17
Doncaster Dragons 18 6 1 11 354 570 -216 13
York 18 5 0 13 403 515 -112 10
Gateshead Thunder 18 4 1 13 425 553 -128 9
Chorley Lynx 18 0 0 18 161 956 -795 0
AcApEMY CHAMPIONS
P w D L F A D Pts
Wigan Warriors 22 18 1 3 725 437 288 37
Hull F.C. 22 18 0 4 711 366 345 36
Bradford Bulls 22 15 2 5 709 374 335 32
Leeds Rhinos 22 13 3 6 764 434 330 29
St. Helens 22 14 0 8 677 534 243 28
Halifax Blue Sox 22 12 2 8 522 440 82 26
Huddersfield Giants 22 1 0 1 594 531 63 22
Wakefield Trinity 22 10 0 12 434 533 99 20
Castleford Tigers 22 8 0 14 455 587 -132 16
Salford City Reds 22 7 1 14 509 736 -227 15
Hull Kingston Rovers 22 6 1 15 388 591 -203 13
Warrington Woves 22 5 0 17 346 712 -366 10
London Broncos 22 1 0 21 327 886 -559 2
PLAY OFFs
Elimination Play-Off:
Barrow 58 Dewsbury 14
Qualification Play-Off:
Workington 13 Featherstone 38
Elimination Semi-Final:
Workington 18 Barrow 21
Qualification Semi-Final:
Leigh 28 Featherstone 14
Final Eliminator:
Featherstone 35 Barrow 20
GRAND FINAL:
Leigh 17 Featherstone 20
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT With thanks to League Express
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FP Round U

AFTER their comfortable victory against
Oldham in the Law Cup Rochdale Hornets
were less than convincing in their victories
against Batley, Hunslet and Swinton.
Nevertheless they arrive at Hurst Cross today
with six points. The ‘nets will undoubtedly
miss the power and penetration of Danny
Sculthorpe who has completed a well earned
transfer to Wigan and will, hopefully, go on to
be a force in Super League for the Warriors
and, perhaps, one day for Great Britain.
Despite the loss of Sculthorpe Hornets have
one of the best squads in the N.F.P. and will
surely be one of the leading sides in this
season’s competition. The Marlon Billy - Matt
Calland partnership looks likely to be
particularly productive.

Hull K.R. also got off to a flying start with
victories over Hunslet, Swinton and Oldham.
They possess a big, bruising pack and quality
half-backs in Craig Murdock and Jimmy
Walker. Having run into form at the back end
of last season expect the Robins to continue
in the same vein this year.

— Whitehaven began
S » with two easy wins
against York and
Dewsbury but came a
cropper at Chorley.
Hampered by injuries
last term ‘Haven will be
a real threat this
season, especially with
| quality playmakers like
Aaron Lester, Leroy
| Joe and the highly
| rated young stand-off
Robert Purdham,
although he looks likely
soon to depart for
Super League with
London Broncos.

Workington set off with victories over
Sheffield, Featherstone (their first win at Post
Office Road/Lionheart Stadium since 1954!)
and Keighley. The winter months will favour
Town's big forwards and halfbacks Tane
Manihera and Martin Wood so don’t be
surprised to see them among the front
runners early on.

As expected Leigh Centurions are away
to a flying start with wins against Barrow and
Hunslet at home and away to Batley. The club
carries an incredibly large squad of players

Robert Perdham

and without an Alliance side this season (after
being Alliance Championship runners-up last
year) it’s difficult to see how they’ll keep
everyone happy. Although formidable on
paper, they are not necessarily unbeatable, as
Oldham and Widnes showed last July.

Both Chorley and Gateshead have looked
less like easy pickings so far which can only
be to the overall good of the game. The
former recorded an excellent 20-16 win over
Whitehaven on Tim Street's debut (including
the inevitable spell in the sin bin) while the
latter succumbed to a draw with Featherstone
only when the Rovers equalised in the 77th
minute. :

Notoriously bad travellers Barrow
recorded a fine 31-12 victory at Dewsbury.
While the Raiders look likely to fare better this
time around | suspect the Rams will have a
tough time after completely re-building their
side.

The holiday programme throws up some
terrific contests. Today sees Chorley go to
Barrow (home win, though not by much) and
Doncaster at Sheffield which, like Oldham and
Rochdale, is so close to call that either game
could end in a draw. On Boxing Day expect
Batley - complete with Steve Molloy at prop -
to beat Dewsbury, Leigh to win at Swinton and
Workington to win at Whitehaven. But two
intriguing games feature York at Hunslet in a
battle of the basement (home win) and
Gateshead at Keighley. a Thunder win would
be a great fillip for the Tynesiders but | expect
the Cougars will be just too strong.

The New Year fixtures are equally hard to
call. Can Chorley overcome Batley or
Gateshead defeat Whitehaven? Logic says
not, but then what has logic got to do with it?

Leigh v Oldham and Rochdale v Hull K.R.
are two terrific contests which could go either
way. When in doubt go for a home win is my
philosophy but | expect at least one of these
will produce an away result.

On New Year's Eve Barrow make the trip
to Workington but will return empty handed
and on New Year’s Day there will be similar
disappointment for the travelling fans of
Hunslet (at Dewsbury), Featherstone (at
Doncaster) and Keighley (at Huddersfield).
The exception will be Swinton who, after a
nightmare start to the season against tough
opposition, will return with the spoils from
York.
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ROCHDALE

LOSING four of their first five fixtures last season
Rochdale got away to the worst possible start, but with a
few judicious mid-season signings, the Hornets
recovered sufficiently to finish third and reach the semi-
final play-offs. This term they have recruited further and
now have a squad which many believe can take them all
the way to the Grand Final.

Coach to Rochdale Hornets is Martin Hall who look
up the position of Coach at Rochdale Hornets in
November 2000, leaving Halifax Blue Sox where he was
assistant to Gary Mercer. He stepped into the Hornets
hot seat after the shock resignation of Steve Deakin, who
returned to Keighley after just a few months in charge.

Martin had a tremendously distinguished playing
career. He started at Oldham but soon made the switch
to Rochdale Hornets. His style and technique made him
a popular player with the Hornet fans but he also began
to attract the attention of a number of bigger clubs. After
3 years at Hornets, Wigan stepped in to sign him. He
went on to win just about every domestic club honour in
the game, as a Hooker, during Wigan's tremendously
successful period in the mid 1990's. Hall scored in both
Premiership and Challenge Cup Finals in the 1994-5
season. In 1998 in joined Castleford Tigers for a brief
spell before switching to the Halifax Blue Sox.

Among Hornets new recruits are:-

RICHARD AGAR. Arguably the best stand-off in the
N.F.P. Agar follows in his father's footsteps by playing for
Hornets. A Grand Final winner with both Dewsbury and
Widnes Agar is one of the best tactical kickers in the
game, but also has the skills with bull in hand to split any
defences. One to keep and eye on.

RICHARD PACHNIUK returns to Spotland as
another two time Grand Final winner - in his case with
Hunslet and Dewsbury. Once on Oldham’s books,
Pachniuk is one of the outstanding dummy half players in
the modern game. He allies uncompromising defence to
a perchant for darting try-scoring runs which gave him a
try scoring record for hookers till eclipsed by Phil
Cantillon of Widnes.

MATTHEW LONG. Another Grand Final double

winner at Dewsbury and Widnes, clearly demonstrating
Rochdale’s desire to recruit experience and proven
winners. Big, powerful and long striding, Long is
generally used to great effect as an impact player against
tiring defences. Briefly appeared with Hull Sharks.
Meanwhile, from last season Rochdale feature:-
DANNY WOOD. Likely to appear today at fullback in
place of Paul Owen who was injured in the Law Cup
game. Wood is a versatile utility player and a prolific
goalkicker. Possessed of a great pair of hands Wood's
ball playing ability can open up the best of defences. A
Hunslet junior, Wood signed first for Dewsbury and
appeared briefly with Oldham under Mick Coates. The
Roughyeds loss was definitely Hornet's gain.

Right wing SEAN COOPER is also an ex-
Roughyed, formerly with Bradford Bulls. Difficult to stop
close to the line, Cooper also has a mean sidestep. Hits
33 in six days time.

HORNETS

Club captain BRENDAN O'MERA is an Australian
who played with South Sydney and appeared in
Dewsbury's grand Final winning team. Solid defender
with a good try-scoring record.

MATT CALLAND began with St. Anne’s and has
played for Featherstone, Hull, Bradford and Halifax. This
is his second spell at Rochdale where his rugged style
goes down well with the fans.

MARLON BILLY on the left flank was formerly with
Swinton, but his career has blossomed since moving to
Spotland and last season he established a new record for
tries in a season for Hornets with 31. He also equalled
the record for tries in a game with 5 in Rochdale's record
98-0 defeat of York. Like many Hornets players he has
benefited from a weights programme and is extremely
difficult to stop in full flight.

Scrum Half LATHAM TAWHAI has also appeared in
an N.F.P. Grand Final having captained Hunslet in 1998,
He subsequently moved to Doncaster and was picked up
by Rochdale in mid-season 2001. One of the best play-
makers in the division.

Big prop ANDY IRELAND usually starts a match
before giving way to an impact player. Experienced and
reliable the former Widnes, Hull and Bradford prop was
once a target for Oldham Bears.

Ex- Swinton, Widnes and Oldham forward WES
ROGERS could appear at No.10. Now recovered from a
broken arm, Rogers will be looking for an extended run in
the team, though he could have to share the blind side
role with former Keighley, Huddersfield and Doncaster
man JOE BERRY, a Scotland international.

Candidates for places in the back-row include a
2001 mid-season recruit from Doncaster in JAMES
BUNYAN, who can be a punishing wide runner. Versatile
enough to play centre in the Law Cup.

DAVID STEPHENSON is the ex-Oldham and Hull
Sharks hooker now graduated to second-row. Good
hands, as you would expect of a former No.9, and strong
in the tackle.

PAUL SMITH is a 23 year old former Swinton back-
row forward who joined the Lions from Eccles. A one time
young player of the year at Gigg Lane, Smith is now
beginning to make his mark as a leading light in the
N.F.P.

DAVID LARDER is the
ex-Keighley son of former
Oldham player and G.B.
Coach Phil. A good, solid
performer with a telling burst
and strong defence.

Finally, new recruit from
Dewsbury DAMIAN BALL is
another Grand Final winner,
Once on the books at York
Ball will add experience and a
/| cool head to a Hornets side
~ which sometimes lacks
discipline.

Damion Ball
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ASHTON UNITED
FOOTBALL CLUB

I hope that supporters will find this
brief background to our hosts of
interest.

MOST OF the better known Tameside
soccer clubs started life around the
1880’s but were originally formed as
RUGBY clubs, Mossley, Stockport,
Hyde, Dukinfield and Stalybridge were
all weaned on the oval ball before
turning to ‘association’ and all would
have had fixtures at one level or another
with Oldham.

Ashton United is an exception.
Formed in 1878 (more than 20 years
before Oldham Athletic) as Hurst FC
they are one of the oldest soccer clubs
in the country and in 1885 beat Newton
Heath (embryo to Manchester United) in
the final of the Manchester Senior Cup.

The club’s formative years were
spent at a ground at Rose Hill (Hurst),
moving to Hurst Cross in the early
1900’s. In 1947 the club’s name was
changed from Hurst FC to Achton United
and it's colours from black and white to
red and white.

Since the war the club has played in
the Lancashire Combination, the
Midland League, the Cheshire County
League (where it had regular fixtures
with Latics reserves), the North West
Counties and, since season 1992/3,
Division One of the Unibond Northern
Premier.

Of the eight seasons played since
the formation of the Unibond, Ashton
has finished third on five occasions
failing by the narrowest of margins to
gain promotion from Division One to
Premier (pathway to the Nationwide
Conference). Last season the club
ended the campaign 14th.

Famous players include a 15 year
old Alan Ball (his father was club coach),
John Mahoney (Wales) and Eric
Gemmell (who, until his record was

. . . with Brian Walker

broken by Roger Palmer, was the Latics
highest aggregate goalscorer). Well
known coaches are Sammy Mcllroy
(1994 from Northwich Victoria) and Eddie
Hopkinson (early 1980’s). Other players
who have served both Ashton and Latics
include Ronnie Fawley (early 50’s), Alan
Lawson and Johnny Colquhoun (early
70’s) and Darren Royle (son of Joe) one
of United’s current stars.

Ashton United have reached the FA
Cup first round proper on just two
occasions, in 1957 losing a replay at
Hurst Cross to Halifax (this was the
club’s record attendance and, depending
on who you believe, was somewhere
between 7,000 and 11,000!) and again
two years later losing 8-0 to Southport.
In this season’s campaign the club, via
Midfielder Gareth Morris, scored the
fastest ever goal in the history of the FA
Cup (after just 4 seconds) v
Skelmersdale at Hurst Cross.

Current Chairman Terry Styring
supported by eight fellow Directors
joined the club in 1995 and has held the
position since. Club coach is Gerry
Quinn who arrived from Ossett Albion at
the end of 1999.

Gareth Barber
Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd

Plumbing, Heating &

Mechanical Services
Tel: 0161 626 9175

Anthony Gibbons
Alpha Tec

Joe McNIchola_S.-.
~ lain Taylor
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John Braddish David Gibbons
Tymbuktu Health & Allen, Mills, Howard & Co. ; Kevin Mannion
Beauty Clinic . d:“‘:;‘”'r‘a"‘s ~ e Buil’s Head
0161 624 5667 e wrd Heyside
Keith Brennan Paul Norton
Lans foivne Roofiag Jon Goddard Sinset Natlonal,
Supplies Ltd 5 Mediock Consenvatories
Tel: 0161 626 0896 omiications Tel: 0161 624 5962
Leo Casey Danny Guest Andy Proctor
Alpha Tec John Barrett
(Time Keeper)
: Neil Roden
Jason Clegg Joey Hayes \ David Macauley
ORLFC Staff Ray & Chris Broadbent itk
d 01253 883833
(r/.‘ . 2l =j|
Bryan Henare o
Will Cowell Lansdowne Trading | Mark Sibson
Services Ltd 5! !_ - Mick Harrop
0161 626 1141 - :‘:—Z L
~ Gavin Dodd | Tommy Hodgkinson =t
Oldham Rugby Union For details of
Players
IO John Hough Sponsorship
Medlock
Communications P Iease phone
either i
Phil Farrell Frmihes
""' ! ”“,:t"e‘:"' Gavin Johnson John Battye
Architects or
0161 688 1820 : -
Dave Roberts
Mike Ford simon Knox 01 61 628 3677
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Mliziazl’s

from the pen of Michael Turner

TODAY we welcome the players, officials
and supporters of the old enemy,
Rochdale Hornets. No doubt the keen
rivalry that exists between the clubs will
again manifest itself today. Who can
forget that thrilling encounter in the
Northern Ford play-off semi final last
summer. A terrific day for the Roughyeds.
However it has to be said that this great
victory is now sandwiched between two
wins for the Hornets in last season’s
league match at Boundary Park and the
recent Law Cup match at Spotland.

For today’s featured match we look
back to another semi final between the
clubs. This was in the Challenge Cup of
1929. A match that was watched by the
biggest crowd ever to assemble for an

Albert Brough. Scorer of a penalty goal in the 1925
semi final against Rochdale. Albert played in all four of
the Roughyeds successive Challenge Cup finals in the
1920s. The Oldham RL Heritage Trust have just
acquired Albert’s winners medal from the 1927 final
(See p.32).
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Oldham v Rochdale encounter. The
game was played at Central Park, Wigan
on April 4th 1925.

Over 27,000 spectators gathered for
the event which proved to be a fiercely
competed affair with the Hornets having
the best of the early exchanges but it was
Oldham who scored first when full back
Ernie Knapman dropped a goal from long
range. Back came Rochdale and they
were unlucky when a try by Hennessey
was disallowed for offside. Likewise,
Oldham narrowly failed to score when
Reg Farrar was forced into touch, right at
the corner flag. Hornets finished the half
like they had started by threatening the
Oldham line but the Roughyeds held firm
to turn round with a two points to nil
advantage.

Just two minutes into the second
period, Oldham skipper Herman Hilton
was obstructed which resulted in a
penalty goal scored by Albert Brough.
Now it was Oldham who were in the
ascendancy and an infringement by
Hornets full back Gowers resulted in
another penalty this time converted by
George Hesketh. Now with a six point
lead the Roughyeds never looked like
losing the tie and the victory was made
complete in the final minute when stand
off Ben Beynon followed up his own kick
to score an unconverted try. This last
score made the final result a 9 - 0 victory
to Oldham.

OLDHAM TEAM:

E Knapman; S Rix, A Woodward,

E Davies, R Farrar; B Beynon,

G Hesketh; R Marlor, A Tomkins,

Jk Collins, R Sloman, A Brough, H Hilton.
Attendance: 27,308

) i0

Cuisine

Table d'Hote

Opening Times

Mon-Sun 11.30-2.30
5.30-11.00

Conference / Seminar Facilities
and Party Bookings Welcome

CUISINE
UP TO

30.- DISHES
L——_J

@ 145-145a Union Street Oldham
T. 0161 652 5559 W. www.GioCuisine.com

For information on all courses including
Sports, Fitness & Recreation
Telephone Learning Line 0800 269 480

o
|

=

A Great Place To Learn

I The Oldham College, Rochdale Road, Oldham OL9 6AA. Tel 0161 624 5214 Fax 0161 785 4234 | Pﬁf oLIAY

COLLEGH
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The Red House

welcomes

Oldham Rugby League
Supporters

MEALS AVAILABLE ALL DAy

LEES NEwW ROAD - ASHTON-U-LYNE

0161 330 2641

Paul & Kay

welcome
Oldham Rugby League Supporters to the

Hare & Hounds

Live Foothall < Free Pool
Tuesdays & Thursdays

238 Kings Roap, HURST CRoSS, ASHTON-U-LyNE
0161 339 4908







