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O L D H A M

a t t h e v e r y h e a r t o f t h e N o r t h k J e s t
y

Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to
live, work or visit at the heart of the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and
Oldham has the region's largest town centre based indoor shopping area

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.
Anew bus station and the anticipation of the Metrolink tram system
coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for
investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including anew
Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the
arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be
opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,
West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 4936.
E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk



Hot Seit Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited
6 4 U n i o n S t r e e t

O l d h a m 0 L 1 1 D J
Telephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141
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Christopher Hamilton

C H A I R M A N

Christopher Hamilton
D I R E C T O R S

Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

C A R E T A K E R H E A D C O A C H

Mark Knight
a l l i a n c e / a c a d e m y c o a c h

S h a u n G a r t l a n d

a c a d e m y m a n a g e r

P e t e B e s w i c k

p h y s i o t h e r a p i s t s

L i s a S h a r r a t t & D a n n i Tu r n e r
C O N D I T I O N E R

Andy Proctor
T I M E K E E P E R

J o h n B a r r e t t

C L U B D O C T O R

Dr Ian Wi l k inson

S T A T I S T I C S

Eddie Barton, Bruce Deadman
P R O G R A M M E E D I T O R

G e o f f C o o k e

LAST Sunday’s performance at Dewsbury was amassive
disappointment to say the least.,

The players let themselves, Mark Knight and you the
supporters down against aDewsbury side who have lost
most of their big name players since last season. Having
said that, knowing the character of the players, they will be
determined to make sure that today sees the start of a
revival. They have shown their resolve over the last two
seasons and we haven’t suddenly become abad side.

With all the upheaval at the club over the last few weeks
it is the easiest thing in the world to feel sorry for yourself
and offer excuses for things gone wrong -Iknow because
I’ve felt sorry for myself on plenty of occasions and
wondered why Iam doing this -but we are all involved at
Oldham Rugby League Club because we want to achieve
success and the one thing you can guarantee about that is
that you don’t achieve it lightly.

Everybody Is looking at us and thinking the wheels have
come off -Iprefer to think we have suffered acouple of flat
tyres -and now is the time for all at the club to start fighting
back and moving forward -it doesn’t matter what is thrown
a t u s w e w i l l k e e p g o i n g .

Iwould personally like to thank all of you for your loyal
support and hope that we can give you the performances
and results that you deserve. Finally, please get behind the
lads today as our opponents Chorley Lynx have Improved
dramatically which is agreat credit to everybody connected
with the club and they will no doubt feel they can beat us -
let’s all make sure we disappoint them.

Enjoy the game.

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1 9 9 9 / 2 0 0 0

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand F ina l i s t s 2001

H A L L O F F A M E M E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. \N. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton

1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard

Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94.

Front Cover: Oldham’s first League
match VYork at their ‘new home'C h r i s

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

W e W o u l d L i k e To T h a n k T h e O l d h a m E v e n i n g C h r o n i c l e & R u g b y L e a g u e E x p r e s s F o r T h e U s e O f P h o t o g r a p h y
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Coach’s Comments with Mark Knight

TO THOSE of you who made the journey to
Dewsbury last week Iwish to apologise for what I
know was apoor performance, and you can be sure
that we will be attempting to put right what went
wrong for today’s match.

There was ateam meeting at training on Monday
w h e r e t h e p l a y e r s e x p r e s s e d t h e i r o w n
disappointment and it was clear there was afeeling
t h a t t h e s i d e h a d l e t t h e f a n s d o w n . T h a t s a i d t h e
mood that emerged was very positive. Clearly, we
can’t do anything to alter what has gone, we can only
i n fl u e n c e w h a t i s t o c o m e . S o t h e o u t c o m e w a s t h a t
that’s now behind us, let’s look to the future, take
each game as it comes and see what happens. We
get the praise when things go right, so must take the
flak when things go wrong.

Ihave been looking at Chorley this week and
studying their play. It is now clear that all the sides
which struggled last season, l ike York, Gateshead,

Hunslet and, yes, Chorley, have strengthened considerably for this season. The
competition this year will be much more even and every game atest. Our intention is to
surmount every hurdle as it comes and we hope you will stick with us. We know our fan
base is one of the best around but we take nothing for granted.

On the injury front Tommy Hodgkinson will be out for aweek or two and Kevin
Mannion is still afair way off afull recovery. Simon Knox saw aspecialist on Monday
night and these notes were written before his report had come back, so here’s hoping for
the bes t .

The players most likely to be back soon, possibly by next week, are Anthony
Gibbons and Paul Norton both of whom are making good progress. In the meantime it
was good to have Keith Brennan available again last week as his versatility is so
v a l u a b l e .

Today’s game promises to be agood contest, so get behind us and enjoy your
rugby.

M a r k

P A C K A G I N G L I M I T E D
M A N U F A C T U R E R S O F S P E C I A L I S E D C O R R U G A T E D P R O D U C T S

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y
G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0 1 6 1 - 2 8 4 9 0 0 0
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PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

D E R E K A N T H O N Y LT D .
G e n e r a l S h e e t m e t a i W o r k e r s &

S t r u c t u r a l S t e e l F a b r i c a t o r s
U n i t s 4 / 5 ■W h i t e s w a n I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e

D e r k e r S t r e e t ● O l d h a m O L l 3 L Y

Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing

Tracking ■Shockers ■Servicing

Clutches ■Brakes ■Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 2 0 0 ● F a x . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 3 6 1 6

Wish ORLFC every success for 2002

Speedy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd.

O l d h a m D e p o t

Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 111
For all your

P l a n t & To o l H i r e N e e d s
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2002 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t ●O l d h a m 0 L 1 S T D

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 8 2 6 & 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 9 9 4 9
F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

A s h t o n U n i t e d F . C .
Always awarm welcome from your hosts JOHN AND BARBARA

Now Open 7Days aWeek
L I V E E N T E R TA I N M E N T E R I D AY N I G H T S

W I D E S C R E E N D I G I T A L T V ❖

Free party function room available <● BINGO Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
❖FREE MEMBERS WEEKLY DRAW ●> New members always welcome ❖

T e l : 0 1 6 1 3 3 0 1 5 1 1
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I n Y c r F a c e
IHOPE you will forgive me because Idon’t like
writing about other sports in aRugby League
programme. In fact it was arule when we
produced the Roughyed Fanzine that another
c o d e w a s N E V E R m e n t i o n e d . S o I ’ l l b r e a k t h e

rule just this once, only in order to say that I’m
sick and tired of buying Rugby League papers
and magazines which give aridiculous amount
of space to the other code. It’s acompletely
different game; it’s no threat to our game; and
it’s as boring as hell. There, I’ve said it and I’ve
still managed not to use its proper title. And I
promise not to mention it againi

F.C.) Meanwhile Bradford Bulls -love them or
h a t e t h e m wil l have put one over on
Newcastle Knights to boost our morale. So.
you see, it’s not all doom and gloom after all.
And then there’s the National Cup

❖ ❖ ❖

On the news front Featherstone got all hot
and bothered over Huddersfield Coach Tony
Smith’s complaints regarding their hastily re¬
arranged holiday fixture. In true Fev fashion
Terry Mullaney laid it on with atrowel, quote:-
“The Huddersfield Giants have, in the last five
years, received more assistance from the
powers that be than Featherstone have
received in almost 100 years existence. A
sham of amerger with Sheffield, similar to the
Hull/Gateshead fiasco, not to mention the £3
million Paris farce, have cost the game dearly,
and more importantly caused many ‘dyed in
the wool’ Rugby league fans to turn their backs
on the game forever. The first thing any
S t r a t e g i c P l a n n i n g C o m m i t t e e s a n d
Implementation panels need to look at is
restoring the game’s credibility in the eyes of
Joe Public, if it’s not too late. Everything else
will then fall into place

“Tony Smith needs to quickly realise that
h e , a s a c o a c h a t H u d d e r s fi e l d , i s i n a
privileged position with parachute payments
and the ability to assemble his players for daily
training. His moaning over his players having
t o e n d u r e u n f a m i l i a r w e a t h e r c o n d i t i o n s a n d

having to play games when it doesn’t suit him
are becoming astanding joke amongst the
other far less fortunate NFP clubs, who don’t
receive abrass farthing from anywhere’’.

T h e r e w a s a l o t m o r e t o t h e d i a t r i b e a s

well! Don’t you just love them down Post Office
Road way?

❖ ❖ ❖

I s e e L o n d o n B r o n c o s a r e o n t h e m o v e
again, this time to Brentford’s Griffin Park
Ground. Still nomadic after over twenty years.
At least the club is doing its best to recruit
British players at the moment, but you really
wonder if all the money spent on Australians
had been spent to secure apermanent home
and to develop the junior and amateur game in
the capital whether the club would be any the
worse off. Mind you, there are some clubs in
the North of England who could think along
those lines as well given the parlous state of
the game over the last decade.

❖ ❖ ❖

All that said, however, we need to bear in
mind the quality of the product on the field.
Already the NFP is showing every sign of
being an exciting and competitive League.
With only ahandful of games played it would
be abrave man who cou ld pred ic t the
standings in the final League table. And, by
and large, the players continue to provide
outstanding entertainment without the horrors
inflicted on us by prima-donna soccer players.
And next week sees the start of the Kelloggs
Nutri-Grain Challenge Cup (try saying that
after eight pints!) which is sure to bring its
usual crop of surprises and heartache. March
then sees the commencement of anew Super
League season and it may not be as clear cut
as some seem to think (keep an eye on Hull

❖ ❖ ❖

A c r e a t u r e w i t h R O G E R T H E R A M o n i t s

back wandered round the pitch at Dewsbury. I
d i d n ’ t k n o w w h e t h e r i t w a s a n a m e o r a n
i n v i t a t i o n !
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f e a s © © M
O n T h i s D a y . . .

Don Yates looks back to January 20th yesteryear
Exactly ninety years ago today, Saturday 20th
J a n u a r y 1 9 1 2 , t h e f a m o u s o l d
Watersheddings stadium staged i ts first
i n t e r n a t i o n a l m a t c h w h e n a c r o w d o f 8 , 0 0 0
saw England thrash Wales 31-5. The English
led 22-0 at half time and would have won by a
wider margin had their goal kicking been a
little steadier. They scored nine tries but could
convert only two. Only one Oldham player
was involved in the fixture, Welsh centre Evan
Davies who created the opening for the late
consolation try scored by the visitors. The
referee was Bill McCutcheon, an appropriate
appointment for he
w a s a W e l s h m a n

who joined Oldham
f r o m S w a n s e a R U F C
i n 1 8 8 8 . H e k i c k e d o f f
t h e fi r s t e v e r m a t c h a t

Watersheddings and
when his playing and
re fe ree ing careers
w e r e o v e r h e s e r v e d
o n t h e O l d h a m
c o m m i t t e e a n d w a s

president when the
Roughyeds won the
Challenge Cup in Evan Davies
1 9 2 5 .

Wednesday 20th January 1999 was a
sad day, not only for local rugby, but also for
rugby league in general. Because it was on
that day that the death occurred of 62 years
old Brian Gartland. Brian was an outstanding
coach, especially at youth level, who was on
the Oldham coaching staff for 25 years.
Literally hundreds of youngsters were able to
achieve their full potential because of the
coaching skills of Brian. In the spring of 1984
Gartland reluctantly took over as coach of the
Oldham firs t team squad fo l lowing the
resignation of Peter Smethurst and then
F r a n k B a r r o w. T h e R o u g h y e d s w e r e
struggling at the time and staring relegation in
the face but, under the guidance of Brian,
relegation was avoided against all odds. Such
was the knowledge and talent of Brian
Gartland, aman who knew everything there
was to know about the game of rugby league.

Twelve months ago, on Saturday 20th
January 2001, the freezing weather caused all
b u t o n e P r e m i e r D i v i s i o n m a t c h i n t h e

National Conference League to be postponed.
T h e m a t c h w h i c h d i d a v o i d t h e b a d w e a t h e r

involved top-of-the-table West Hul l who
entertained second placed Woolston Rovers.
T h e H u m b e r s i d e r s w o n 1 9 - 8 w i t h t r i e s f r o m

winger Glyn Jones, substitute Lee Roberts
and centres Albert Rounding and Carl Moore.
L o o s e - f o r w a r d Wa y n e H a r r i s a d d e d a
conversion and dropped goal. That victory
e n a b l e d W e s t s t o r e t a i n t h e C o n f e r e n c e

League Championship and fhey are favourites
t o l i f t t h e t i t l e f o r a f o u r t h c o n s e c u t i v e s e a s o n

later this year. They will also provide stiff
opposition to the Roughyeds when they visit
Hurst Cross next Sunday for aKellogg’s Nutri-
Grain Challenge Cup-tie which must not be
missed. It was on this day in 1962, Saturday
20th January, that Featherstone Rovers
entertained Wakefield Trinity. Trinity won 18-4
but Featherstone’s bitter disappointment at
losing this derby encounter against their arch
rivals was eased somewhat by the receipts
which they received from acrowd of 14,990,
the largest crowd to watch aleague match at
Post Office Road. Who says the public do not
want winter rugby?

The tiny Parc des Sports ground in
Roanne, France, capacity 7,000, has staged
only one international. It was the third test
b e t w e e n F r a n c e a n d A u s t r a l i a w h i c h s h o u l d

h a v e b e e n p l a y e d i n Ly o n s b u t w a s
postponed because of heavy snow. It was
quickly put back four days and staged on the
afternoon of Wednesday 20th January 1960.
Despite persistent rain and an afternoon kick¬
o f f , a c r o w d o f 3 , 4 3 7 a t t e n d e d t h e m a t c h
w h i c h t h e K a n g a r o o s w o n 1 6 - 8 . T h e
A u s t r a l i a n t r y s c o r e r s t h a t d a y w e r e
magnificent players from that era. Johnny
Raper, aloose-forward who played stand-off
i n f h a t t e s t , t o u c h e d d o w n t w i c e w h i l s t
second-row forward Brian Hambiy and centre
Reg Gasnier scored the other two. Acouple of
goals from skipper and fullback Keifh Barnes
completed the scoring.
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A d a m s o n s l O J
M a r s h a l l

Pumps
C R A S H R E P A I R C E N T R E

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
R E P A I R S P E C I A L I S T S

As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers,

support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled

technical expertise

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

w e

Te lephone

0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 0 0 1
0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 9 0 4

M e m b e r o t i h a

yia\BUTORS || fl5ScSN

OFOHERTBrâC r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G

^ 0 9 0 0 ^

C e r t i fi c a t e N o . 9 1 0 5 5 4

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m ■0 L 1 1 U A

Tel: 0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: info@marshallpumps. co. uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

2 4 H O U R R E C O V E R Y S E R V I C E

●Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S ●

H A D A N A C C I D E N T ?
Y O U M A Y B E E N T I T L E D T O C O M P E N S A T I O N

N O W I N , N O F E E
F R E E H O M E V I S I T S

F I R S T I N T E R V I E W F R E E W I T H O U T A N Y O B L I G AT I O N S

I
✓

<

C A L L U S N O W O N :

0 8 0 0 9 1 7 7 2 7 8
W E K T s T O W T H E A N S W E R

K E I T H D Y S O N S O L I C I T O R S
T H E P E R S O N A L I N J U R Y S P E C I A L I S T S

3 9 L i v e r p o o l R o a d C a s t l e fi e l d M a n c h e s t e r M 3 4 N Q
T e l ; 0 1 6 1 8 3 2 9 9 3 3
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T E A MT h e RY D E R
D U T T O N

i r / l

A t G E O R G E H I L L

n e v e r a T R Y I N G

^ j e x p e r i e n c e . W e
have all the products
you need to get the

right RESULT every time.
Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

E S TAT E A G E N T S
VA L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y O R S

r n

Wherever you see
this sign you can

b e a s s u r e d
o f a n e f fi c i e n t a n d

professional
approach to any
property matter

7/15 Union Street,
O l d h a m , O L 1 H A
Te l . 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-diJtton.co.uk
Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

7 \
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T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
S c o t t fi e l d R o a d , o f f A s h t o n R o a d , O l d h a m O L 8 I L B

T e l : O I 6 l 6 2 7 2 0 2 0 F a x : O I 6 l 6 3 3 2 2 5 0
E - m a i l : s a l e s @ g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k w w w. g e o r g e h i l l - t i m b e r . c o . u k

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S & S O N S L I M I T E D
Established 1947 

P l u m b e r s ●E l e c t r i c i a n s H e a t i n g E n g i n e e r i n g
Secur i t y Sys tems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 7 2 3 F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 9 8

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health &Safety Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

Cas t l e House ,Schofie ld S t ree t , O ldham,OL8 JQL
T e l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5

G o o d w i n
1 B E S I

j m i i B A
OldhaXTc HAMBER

Communi ty
Legal Service

Cr imina l
Defence Service

c

r /
W R I G L E Y

C L A Y D O N
S O L I C I T O R S s i n c e 1 7 9 5

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M O L 1 1 H H

T E L : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 8 1 1 F A X . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 4 3

EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A A A
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with Shaun Gartland and Mark Knight

A L L I A N C E U N D E R 2 1 S P R I N G C U P F I X T U R E S

Thursday 17th January
Rochdale Hornets (A) at Castleton Gabriels 7.30 ko

Saturday 2nd February
Workington Town (H) at Manor Park 2.30 ko

Thursday 14th February
Dewsbury Rams (A) At Ram Stadium 7.30 ko

Saturday 2nd March
Rochdale Hornets (H) at Manor Park 2.30 ko

Saturday 9th March
Gateshead Thunder (A) at Bullocksteads Sports Ground 1.30 ko

Saturday 16th March
Batley Bulldogs (H) at Manor Park 2.30 ko

Week ending 6th April Play-off 1v4and 2v3

N O R T H E R N F O R D P R E M I E R S H I P TA B L E 2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2

P W D L For Agst Diff PTS
6 5 1 0 185 58 127 11
7 5 0 2 155 123 32 10
5 4 1 0 180 61 119 9
6 4 1 1 145 70 75 9
5 4 1 0 114 78 36 9

0 1 146 54 92 8
7 4 0 3 181 126 55 8
6 4 0 2 107 96 11 8
6 3 0 3 168 86 82 6

H u d d e r s fi e l d G i a n t s
W o r k i n g t o n To w n
Le igh Cen tu r i ons
W h i t e h a v e n
R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s
Hull Kingston Rovers 5 4
B a r r o w R a i d e r s
Ba t ley Bu l l dogs
Sheffie ld Eag les

2 1 2 105 85 20 5
2 0 2 78 86 -8 4
2 0 4 96 130 -34 4
1 0 3 62 94 -32 2
1 0 3 60 118 -58 2
1 0 4 62 225 -163 2
0 1 4 52 108 -56 1
0 0 3 30 74 -44 0
0 0 4 54 170 -116 0
0 0 5 46 184 -138 0

F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s 5
D e w s b u r y R a m s
Chor l ey Lynx
D o n c a s t e r D r a g o n s
O l d h a m
Ke igh ley Cougars
G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r
S w i n t o n L i o n s
H u n s l e t H a w k s
Yo r k Wa s p s

4
6
4
4
5
5
3
4
5
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THE WEATHER again interrupted my match
forecasting for January 6th. Iwas wrong in
expecting Sheffieid to beat Featherstone
where second-row Neil Lowe inspired the
R o v e r s t o a 2 8 - 1 8 w i n . A n d I h a d H u d d e r s fi e l d

to win -just -at Whitehaven, agame which
finished 12-12 and, as we all know, draws in
Rugby League are notoriously difficult to
predict. Battling ‘Haven came back from 12-0
down at half time with prop Phil Sherwen and
c e n t r e D a v i d S e e d s t o t h e f o r e . O t h e r w i s e I

had my forecasts right, being particularly
pleased to have Batley defeating Workington
a t t h e M o u n t .

Last week Leigh and Rochdale fought out
astirring draw at Hilton Park. The Centurions
h a d t o c o p e w i t h o u t D a v i d B r a d b u r y,
d i s m i s s e d a f t e r 1 4 m i n u t e s , a n d b e n e fi t e d
from apenalty award in the 78th minute to
l e v e l . O n d e b u t b o t h

Vila Matautia (Leigh)
a n d P a u l D a v i d s o n

(Rochda le )
u n e v e n t f u l m a t c h e s .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e
fi x t u r e l i s t d o e s n o t

An Alistair McLarron hat-trick helped Hull
K.R. to awin at York by 22-8, aresult which
left the Robins in sixth place.

Meanwh i l e Ba t l ey secu red a fou r th
successive victory at Gateshead (14-6) with
Roger Simpson at fullback outstanding. The
win gave the Bulldogs seventh place one
ahead of another surprise packet, Sheffield
Eagles, who hammered Keighley by 60-0,
Wayne Freeman grabbed ahat - t r ick for
Sheffield with Gavin Brown landing eight
goals. For newly appointed Cougar Coach
Gary Moorby it was apointer to the size of the
task confronting him.

Finally, today’s opponents at Hurst Cross
had mixed fortunes, vi/hile lacklustre Oldham
were succumbing to aDewsbury onslaught to
lose 30-6, Chorley Lynx were powering to a
24-14 win against Swinton. What price awin
for the visitors today?

On the transfer front Chorley gave a
debut to Australian forward Bryce Killock who
is looking to break into Super League with
Warrington. Dewsbury signed Hull K.R. stand¬
off Chris Kitching and he made an impressive
debut last week against Oldham. Doncaster
moved quickly to secure the services of,
arguably, Hunslet’s best player and points
machine Chris Ross. Meanwhile prop Steve
H i l l h a s l e f t S h e f fi e l d a n d - l i k e J a m i e B e n n -

has signed once again for York Wasps. And to
finish on the news front Keighley have moved
in for Danny Ekin from Halifax and Richard
Moore on loan from Bradford. And don’t they
just need them!

Today’s programme has some intriguing
fixtures so here goes with my predictions:-
Barrow to exploit home advantage over
Doncaster; Batley to push Huddersfield all the
way but fall in the last quarter; Hull K.R. to
beat Dewsbury, again because of home
advantage; Hunslet to sneak home against
Gateshead (though Iam very doubtful about
this one); aso far disappointing Featherstone
t o w i n a t K e i g h l e y ; R o c h d a l e t o w i n
comfortably against York; Workington to pinch
a l a t e w i n a t S w i n t o n ; a n d W h i t e h a v e n t o
account for Sheffield. And I’ll leave you to
decide about Oldham vChorley.

h a d

provide for are-match. TM
So the draw and lack *
of repeat delighted tSCw

T h e

.V

H u d d e r s fi e l d .

Giants disposed of U
B a r r o w 3 6 - 1 2 t o h e a d M
the League table. Two U
tr ies and five goa ls
h e r e f o r G i a n t s ’ l i v e - H
w i re ha l fback Chr i s Chr i s Tho rman
T h o r m a n .

Workington stole into second place with
two home wins in aweek. On Wednesday
they accounted for Barrow 19-16 and followed
up on Sunday with a24-16 defeat of Hunslet.
Seven games played by Workington against
three by Swinton: no wonder Tony Barrow is
tearing his hair out!

Whitehaven look handier by the week, a
fine away win at Doncaster (20-18) placing
t h e m f o u r t h . V e t e r a n c e n t r e D a v i d S e e d s

notched another try to give him seven for the
s e a s o n .
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I n
T o w n To d a y V
C h o r l e y L y n x
WE WELCOME Chorley Lynx to Hurst Cross
today fo r afix tu re wh ich shou ld p rove
competitive as our visitors have strengthened
considerably of late. Their outstanding victories
over Whitehaven (20-16) and Swinton (24-14)
are testament to the progress being made and
the Lynx cannot be taken lightly.

Founded in 1989-90 as Chorley the club
became Chorley Borough in 1991-2, Chorley
Chieftains in 1995-96, just Chorley in 1996,
Lancash i re Lynx in 1997 and then Chor ley
Lynx for season 2000-2001. Coached by
Graeme West, an outstanding player with
Wigan and later Coach at Wigan and Widnes,
Chorley have lately been establishing links with
Super League clubs -most notably Warrington
-several of whose players will be on view
today.

Behind these four is likely to be LEE
BAMBER now in his second term at Victory
P a r k a n d a m o r e t h a n u s e f u l l a s t l i n e .

Utility back LIAM JONES will probably
wear number 6and is the side’s goalkicker. He
has had experience at both Wigan and
W i d n e s .

Jones’s partner maintains the Widnes
c o n n e c t i o n a s L E E B I R D S E Y E i s a b r i g h t
scrum half possessed of good hands and an
excellent kicking game.

Up front the Lynx have two experienced
and redoubtable props in hard hitting ex-
Widnes man STEVE ARGENT and -just when
you thought you’d seen the last of him -
evergreen TIM STREET. ‘Streety’ needs no
introduction in these parts as his no-nonsense
style once graced Watersheddings. Ever
popular where-ever he has played Street is the
man the opposition fans love to hate!

Hooker IAN TALBOT was Charley’s Player
of the Season and Supporters Player of the
Season in 2001 and is an outstanding leader
and workhorse. Played in Dewsbury’s Grand
Final side before crossing the Pennines.

Other candidates for places in the starting
line-up or off the bench include former Wigan
prop LEE PREST, another tough customer, and
IAN PARRY aprop signed from Warrington. If
he is still available on loan ex-Salford, Leigh
and now Warrington utility man JOHN DUFFY
has been in outstanding early season form as
both creator and finisher. Meanwhile young
C H R I S R A M S D A L E , a fi n e b a l l h a n d l e r a t
h o o k e r, h a l f b a c k o r l o o s e - f o r w a r d , i s a l s o
available having been astalwart of the side for
three season since his debut as a16 year old.

In the back row Chorley will choose from
the hard working DAVE SMITH familiar to
N.F.P. supporters as aformer Widnes second-
row ; WAYNE BLOOR asecond season , one
time Haydock ARLFC wide runner; LUKE
VINCENT the versat i le fo rmer Sa l fo rd man;
WARREN HINDLE agraduate from the Lynx
Academy side; and PHIL HARRISON an
attacking second-row signed last season from
R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s .

Chor ley ’s comple te League record
obtained from their excellent website Chorley
lynx.com reads: Played 316 won 100 Drawn 7
Lost 209 Points For 5488 Points Against 9230
(Av. 17-29) which is up to the end of season
2000-2001 [Further information is available on
the website].

Chorley’s
today wi l l be chosen
f r o m : - L E R O Y R I V E T T

Newly acquired on loan
from Warrington, Rivett is
t h e f o u r t r y h e r o o f
L e e d s ’ C h a l l e n g e C u p
w i n n i n g s i d e a n d a l s o
fea tu red con t rove rs ia l l y
f o r B r a m l e y . A r e a l
handfu l and aqua l i t y
fi n i s h e r .

ALAN REDICLIFFE is Chorley’s leading
try scorer and is also on loan from Warrington.
With these two the Lynx will have no shortage
of fire-power if they can establish superiority up
f r o n t .

t e a m

Leroy Rivett

EDDIE KILGANNON is atough, ex-
Widnes centre who reads the game wel l on
both attack and defence. He may be joined by
another ex-Widnes Viking in ANDREW FRIAR
to form apotent threequarter line.

13



... with Brian Walker
the courage and strength of Billy Mitchell and Billy
Batten and the do or die spirit of Billy Griffiths and
Bert Ambler.

When Ifinished school Ihad three happy
s e a s o n s a t O l d h a m R . U , b u t w h e n t h e c h a n c e
came to turn pro Iseized it, with almost indecent
haste. It was more than just ambition Ifelt that I
was going home.

Aseason in the ‘A’ team under the w ise and
kind Aiec Givvons with acouple of first team
games took me up to National Service. When I
finished that in March 1956 Ihoped to do better
but Oldham were avery good side on the fringe
of honours and it took an injury to Johnny Noon to
open the door for me. Bad luck for John but good
luck for me. How much good luck Icouldn’t
possibly have realised. It turned out to be a
season when Oldham did better than they had for
thirty years and the achievements haven’t been
matched s ince .

I t was the season and par t icu lar ly the
matches at Watersheddings which wi l l s tay
forever in my memory.

The deta i ls a re we l l recorded o f course, bu t
bear with me while 1list afew of them here. Three
out of apossible four trophies were won including
the League Championship and the Lancashire
Cup. We beat St. Helens three times in the
season and Wigan three t imes too. Al l our
matches at Watersheddings were won including a
21-2 victory over the visiting Australians. We lost
away to Workington, Barrow, Warrington, York
and of all teams, Liverpool, where there didn’t
seem to be any spectators so we paid to go into
the ground. Liverpool repaid our generosity (and
condescension) by beating us 16-8. We also lost
unforgettably at Leigh in the Challenge Cup
second round. By ascore of one t ry and a
conversion to nil we left the cup that should have
been ours buried in asea of mud and icy water.

In spite of those odd lapses we were playing
f a s t a n d e x c i t i n g f o o t b a l l i n s p i r e d b y t h e
greatness of Alan Davies, Frank Pitchford and
Rocky Turner. We had ahead start every game
from the clinical accuracy of Bernard Ganley’s
extraordinary goalkicking. That season we scored
214 tries. John Etty had 43 of them.

Watersheddings was alive with anticipation
and happy supporters on match days. They loved
it and showed it. For the big matches they turned
up in droves. Even with the Herbert Street stand
in use, it’s hard to believe the attendance figures.
W h e n B a r r o w c a m e t h e r e w e r e 1 8 , 7 4 8 o n t h e
ground, for Halifax 21,449, St. Helens 16,781,
Wigan 19.676 and Leeds 19,100.

A l l i n a l l t h a t s e a s o n w a s a m a g i c a l
experience. It probably doesn’t come much
better. It was aprivilege to be there, to play apart
and to have known Watersheddings at its best.

Dennis Ayres.

“ D u r i n g 2 0 0 1 t h r e e p r o m i n e n t i o c a i r u g b y
ieaguers , ORLFC s tars Peter Goddard and
Dennis Ayres aiong with internationai referee
Dickie Thomas passed away. Both Dennis and
Dickie died after the ciub had compieted its
home fixtures so i t was not in aposit ion to
mark the occasion in the traditionai way.

Dennis, who piayed his senior rugby in
those haicyon days of the 50’s when Oidham
were a rguab iy the bes t rugby ieague c iub
team in the world and whose career highlights
include appearing in the 1956/7 Championship
and Lancashire Cup finals wrote the following
a r t i c l e b a c k i n 1 9 9 6 m a r k i n g t h e c l o s u r e
W a t e r s h e d d i n g s . I n t h e m e m o r y o f b o t h
D e n n i s a n d D i c k i e I m a k e n o a p o l o g y f o r
repeating it here’’.

M o r e T h a n A m b i t i o n I w a s G o i n g H o m e

OLDHAM’S Ground a t Wate rshedd ings has
always played apart in my life. 1was born in to
the top house on Longfield Street . Bernard
Ganley could have kicked aball from our front
step over the Herbert Street stand and landed it
on the centre spot.

From atender age Iused to rush into the
ground with our gang when the gates were
opened at three quarter time. Early memories of
steamy forward battles with Norman Pugh, in his
scrum cap and Alan Laird still running forward
even on his knees.

Later it was playing rugby at school Saturday
mornings, and watching Oldham from the penny
rush in.the afternoon. Formative years, instructive
years, watching the brilliance of Norman Harris

Dennis Ayres hits the line in front of 62,000 at Odsal
Stadium. Championship Final victory vHull 1957.
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... from the pen of Michael Turner
breaking loss to Warrington in the
Challenge Cup semi finai, afull three
months later. Nearly three thousand
people attended the game which
featured asomewhat younger looking
Leo Casey in the Oldham front row.

T h e m a t c h r e m a i n e d s c o r e l e s s f o r
the first fifteen minutes before Des Foy
broke the deadlock with the opening
try. Another score from the international
centre, along with afurther try by
Richard Irving and three Duncan Platt
goals gave Oldham an eighteen point
cushion at the interval.

After the break it was initiaily one
way traffic. John Cogger scored after
t w e l v e m i n u t e s b e f o r e t w o t r i e s i n t w o

minutes gave Irving his hat-trick. Keith
Newton added a fu r the r t r y, be fo re
there was some relief for the home side

when To rpy wen t ove r f o r a t r y
converted by Wood. However, it was
the Roughyeds who had the final say
when Australian loose forward Cogger
registered his second try in the last
minute of the game. Platt added three
more goals to leave Oldham convincing
w i n n e r s .

ALTHOUGH the name of Chorley stiil
seems somewha t “ new” , i n Rugby
League terms, it is now over ten years
since the Roughyeds played their
inaugural match against the first team
to bear the Chorley name. In fact
tomorrow it will be eleven years to the
day since the Oldham side of 1989-90
went to Victory Park and recorded a
victory by forty four point to six. The
m a t c h w a s t h e fi f t h i n a r u n o f s i x t e e n

c o n s e c u t i v e v i c t o r i e s f o r O l d h a m w h i c h

began after aBoxing Day defeat at
R o c h d a l e a n d e n d e d i n t h a t h e a r t

■

Oldham team vChorley
January 21 st 1990.

D P l a t t ,
RIrving, DFoy, GHyde, JHenderson

BClark, MFord,
LCasey, RRussell, JFieldhouse,

KNewton, SAllen,
JCogger

Subs: KAtkinson, JFairbank.
Attendance: 2,851

R e f e r e e : M r C S t e e i e - B a r r o wOldham fu l l back Duncan P la t t who con t r i bu ted s i x
goals in the first Oldham vChorley encounter.
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side and at the end of the season before
last Ian Millward said I'd figure in his
plans. But then he said alot of other
things to me, so Iplayed in the Alliance
and again for the second year running I
finished top try scorer, top points scorer
and goal scorer. Eventually he gave me
my Super League debut against
Warrington, my home town club. Which I
thought went really well. But since then
he never spoke to me. So Ispoke to Fordy
and it all happened from there really.

Isuppose you must have been abit
disappointed?

Yes, Iwas disappointed as I’d ^
played Super League and Ithought it
would carry on from there. But Ian has
his own plan and Ididn’t figure in that.
Obviously I'm on loan because he said he a
could call me back at any time, but Ican't
see him calling me back. Ithink it’s just a
gimmick.
You went from the Alliance side Into
Super League. Is it abigger step than
going up from Northern Ford?

Yes it was abig step, but when
you’ve got players like Sean Long, Paul
Sculthorpe and Keiron Cunningham
around it makes life alot easier for you.
But yes it was abig step. Imust say that
the NFP is alot more physical than the
Alliance so Isuppose it’s in between
Super League and the Alliance.
Who’s been the greatest influence on
you as aplayer?

I’d say it’s been my mum and dad
through the amateur game. As /went to
Saints John Myler was the biggest I’ve
had playing-wise and he turned my career
right round and also I’ve had alot of
influence off John Jackson the Oldham
scout. But perhaps Mike Ford because he
persuaded me this was the place to be,
but Ialso knew he’d make me abetter
player. Obviously he’s not here now, but .
these things happen don’t they. Do you
keep in touch? Yes, Istill keep in touch.
He’s told me not to lose contact and if I
need any help he’s always there for me.
So I’ll just keep in contact with him. What
are you like at Rugby Union? Never

A C h a n c e t o M e e t . . .
. J o h n B r a d d i s h

with David McGealy, Radio Caveii 1350AM
So It was the amateur game that got you
hooked. So where and with who did you
first play Rugby League?

It was for Woolston Hovers against
Royton Tigers at home and Iscored atry
on my debut playing Second row. Royton
Tigers -the Oidham connection, this
fate has athing for us.

Who was the first professional team
that you signed for?

St Helens. Iwas spotted while
playing for Crossfields. What happened
was ascout had gone down to watch a
stand-off and Iwas playing against him
and he signed me instead of him. Burnt
him oft? Burnt him off. Yep. How old
were you then and how big a‘Cor’ was
it to you? At the time Iwas sixteen and I
signed on my sixteenth birthday. Iwas
a t t r a c t i n g t h e a t t e n t i o n o f b o t h
Warrington and Salford but neither of
them followed their interest up. So when
Harry Wellens, the Chief Scout at Saints
at the time, came up to me and offered
me acontract Ihad no hesi tat ion in
signing for such abig club.
Why did you come to Oldham?

Because they’ve got ahigh potential
at the club and can achieve much. But the
big factor was Mike Ford. It wasn’t a
playing issue as Icould have signed for
Leigh, but Ijust wanted to improve as a
player and Iknew Ihad to take one step
back from Super League because my
chances at Saints were l imi ted. So to do

that under Fordy’s guidance Ithought I
would go back into Super League straight
away. Of course now he’s gone! That fate
comes back again.

Where were you born and when?
/was born in Warrington on 25th

January 1981.

What about your family, are they all
from Warrington?

Yes, they all live in Warrington. I
live with my mum, dad and three younger
brothers.

Where did your first taste of Rugby
League come from?

It started off as akid, eight years
old, when afriend of mine took me down
to Woolston Rovers. It started from there,
then Iwent on to play for Warrington
schools and then Igot signed up by St
He lens f rom Crossfie ids .

Just going back to where you started,
did your primary school play Rugby
League?

No, it wasn’t my school because at
primary school it was all football. It was
just my friend that took me down and I
just got hooked on the game and it went
from there really.

Just going back, You signed for Saints
what’s happened in your career since
t h e n ?

/was playing in the Saints’ Alliance

F o r t h e b e s
F o r d P r e i

R U G B Y
T

■r^ I M

I
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played it. Not Irish? No. Wait Yes, Ihave
I r i sh g randpa ren t s . Oh don ’ t s t a r t
smiling now!

W h a t w a s y o u r m o s t m e m o r a h l e
moment in rughy league?

That’d be when Imade my Super
League debut Although Ihad played a
friendly before that against Wigan
Warriors on Boxing Day. Icame on as a
sub scored atry kicked two goats, set up
afew more tries and took the Wish FM's
‘Man of the Match’. But Istill think my
Super League debut was the most
m e m o r a b l e .

Weil with the good eomes the bad, so
what are your worst memories, or
moment in Rugby League?

The worst moment was not being
told the truth by Ian Miliward. Being
promised things that you live up to and
then it just gets shot down.

\

>

Iwon’ t dwei l on that so, who’s the
biggest character you’ve come across In
the game?

Being at Saints Td probably say
Sean Long. Because he's always got alot
of jokes and always giving it to people
and having alaugh around the club. But
at Oldham Td say Jason Clegg. He comes
out with some good stuff, an excellent
lad. Al l the lads are excel lent round here

but Cleggy's acharacter. He stands out
What’s your amhitlon in Rugby League?

To be successful and perform well
for Oldham, But my main ambition is to
play Super League either with Oldham or
if not with Oldham then to see where my
future lies. But Ilike it here and hopefully
if things can turn around, then with
Oldham. But Super League ambition
definitely.

Tell us asecret about one of your team
mates at Oldham or any other club?

Oh Ican't tell you them. Iknow
nothing!

This interview wi l l be broadcast in ful l on

Radio Cavell -1350AIVI next Friday during
‘Sports Preview' between 5.00 and 6.00pm.

N O R T H E i

tcoverage of the Northern &
niership...Every Monday. ^
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Increase your performance
t o a n a l l t i m e b e s te .

No matter what position you play, supplements can play akey role in your quest for increasing
your performance, whether it is endurance, stamina, energy or increased power &strength.
Every time you train hard, you place your body under immense stress, break down precious muscle
tissue and use up valuable energy and nutrient stores. If these vital nutrients are not replaced quickly,
your body will become more susceptible to over training, burn-out, injuries, colds and flu, not forgetting
general fatigue, loss of motivation and performance.

By replacing these lost nutrients your body uses during intense training and supporting your body's
recovery process, you can avoid many of the problems players take for granted, such as over training
and injuries. More importantly you can expect adramatic increase in performance, well being,
health and reduced stress at home and work.
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Contact Maximuscle today for your
FREE 96 page colour catalogue...
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40 Caxton Way, Watford Business Park
Watford
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Tel: 01923 650600 Fax: 01923 229339

Visit the best nutrition site on the web:
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A V I E W F R O M T H E T O U C H L I N E

MY spirits lifted as Oldham’s finest trotted out onto the pitch at Hurst Cross.
Familiar faces, new faces, acouple of pounds heavier here and there.

Immaculate in their new outfits, they looked really pleased to be performing in front
of a‘home’ crowd once again.

Conditions underfoot were not ideal though, nor was the tannoy -‘tinnier’ than
a M o d e l T F o r d .

Ilook forward to sunnier weather when they can dance to ‘Kung Fu Fighting’ in
t h e i r s h o r t s k i r t s !

C ’ M O N T H E R O U G H Y E T T E S

M o t h e r Te r e s a

F l o r e n c e N i g h t i n g a l e

K a t h H e t h e r i n g t o n

T H E A N S W E R S TO O U R
C H R I S T M A S Q U I Z

Q 6 (i)

(iii)

Q1 (i) Osama Bin Laden

Saddam Husse in

C h r i s H a m i l t o n

T h e w i n n e r o f t h e “ G u e s s t h e A m o u n t i n

Alex Murphy’s Swear Box” competition
was Mrs Peach Road of Waterhead, the
amount was, £35,000.

(iii)

Q 2 (i) J u l i a n C l a r y

Q u e n t i n C r i s p

M a u r i c e L i n d s a y
Answer -No (Johnny
Vegas did not win the
Lance Todd Trophy last
year)

Q11 ( a )
(iii)

Q 3 (i) J e f f e r y A r c h e r

N e i l H a m i l t o n

C h r i s C a i s l e y True -The Salary Cap is
an optical illusion
(Information supplied by
Mr M. Lindsay of Wigan)

Q11 ( b )(iii)

Ta j M a h a l

P y r a m i d s

H u r s t C r o s s

Q 4 (i)
(ii)
(iii) Ye s - C a r d b o a r d c u t - o u t

touch judges will be used
this season, after
research shows that they
are just effective as flesh
and b lood ones .

Q12 ( a )

M i k e Ty s o n

D a v i d B e c k h a m

J a s o n C l e g g

Q 5 (i)
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. . . wi th Ian Wi lson
But Iknow that Iwas not the only
p e r s o n t h e r e t o f e e l m u c h m o r e
comfortable with the thought that some
of my money was going to Ashton
United, especially if, as seemed to be
t h e c a s e o n t h e d a y , t h e r e i s
d e v e l o p i n g a d e c e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p
between officials of our dub and thiers,
t h e n I e v e r w a s w i t h O l d h a m A t h l e t i c

regimes. Early days of course -but so
far, so good.

What about the match itself, and
the coaching position? Obviously, we
are still making too many errors and
we will play alot better teams than
York as the season progresses -
probably including Choriey today. In
particular, after what Ithought was a
really good -varied and accurate -
kicking game at Craven Park, this one
was pretty awful. But, on the plus side,
the discipline of the side was back to
last season’s standard, after it had
been very disappointing, as well as
costly, in the first two games. Clearly, a
lot of further improvement to come, but
as least astep or two in the right
direction, after that useful second half
a t H i l t o n P a r k .

With regard to the coach, my only
c o n t r i b u t i o n w o u l d b e t h a t I w o u l d

much prefer to see akeen, young
coach, on the same wavelength as the
players (provided he also has their
r espec t ) , w i t h bo th amb i t i on and
modern ideas, than one of the old
names recycled. Ican’t believe that
Chris Hamilton would have any
i n t e r e s t i n t h e K e v i n A s h c r o f t / A l e x

Murphy typel

MY MATCH report in League Express
has to be completed relatively soon
after the end of aSunday game, to
meet the paper’s printing deadlines, so
that inevitably there is not much time
for general reflection. After the York
match , though , Ipondered on the
experience, the first both at Hurst
C r o s s a n d p o s t - F o r d . I w o u l d b e
i n t e r e s t e d t o k n o w t o w h a t e x t e n t

p r o g r a m m e r e a d e r s s h a r e m y
thoughts.

First Iwas pleasurably surprised
by the ground. Ok, it’s not the JJB -but
then we a re no t W igan . And the
playing area is on the small side, and
abit heavy -but Ihave certainly seen
worse. Most importantly, it has the feel
of asmall town RL ground, with some
c o v e r e d s e a t i n g , s o m e c o v e r e d
s t a n d i n g a n d o p e n t e r r a c e s .
Supporters have the choice of
watching seated or standing side-on,
or standing behind the posts, with the
option to change ends at half time.
(Given this, why not do as they did at
Leigh, and toss up for choice of ends
10 minutes before kick off? Spectators
would then be able to choose their end
before the game began -that is, if they
could understand the relevant tannoy
announcement!) Idefinitely had the
feeling that, if we could attract up to
and then above 2,000, there is the
potential there for aWatersheddings-
type atmosphere in away there never
really was at Boundary Park.

Obviously, it is very much a
s e c o n d - b e s t , s h o r t i s h - t e r m s o l u t i o n .
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4 1 Oldham .●Adver t isersponsored by
swapped ident i t ies when they got in to
trouble, especially at school. Anthony said
that him and David never got into trouble at
school and that they were the perfect twin
brothers -we believe you Anthony!

The Juniors would also l ike to wish our

caretaker Coach Mark Knight good luck with
his forthcoming matches.

If anyone would like to become a
Junior Roughyed there is still time to
join please contact the club office on
0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s .

Enjoy the match.

WELCOME to al l the Junior Roughyeds
and a l so to the p laye rs , o ffic ia l s and
e s p e c i a l l y t h e J u n i o r s u p p o r t e r s o f
Chorley Lynx.

The mascot for today is 10 year old
Jonathan Fullalove. Jonathan plays rugby
for Royton Tigers and his favourite player is
our flying winger Joey Hayes. Have agood
day Jonathan!

Many of the Junior Roughyeds have
said that their favourite players are the
Gibbons Twins and many wanted to know
who is the eldest. Iasked Anthony this and
he said that Anthony is the oldest by 6
minutes . Ia lso asked h im i f they ever A d e l e K n o w l e s

€ X u b G a u l E x t r a
The Roughyeds’, ORLFC Club Shop, 64 Uunion Street,

Te l : 0161 627 2141
Opening Hours Mon-Fr i 9am -4pm ●

Sat 9am -1pm (Fully Staffed)
C o m e & s e e o u r l a t e s t o f fi c i a l c l u b m e r c h a n d i s e

£ 3 2 . 9 9£ 3 6 . 0 0

£ 3 0 . 0 0

£ 2 4 . 0 0

£ 1 0 . 9 9

£ 2 0 . 0 0

£ 3 0 . 0 0

£ 1 8 . 0 0

£ 3 6 . 0 0

£ 2 2 . 0 0

P U J a c k e t sB u b b l e C o a t s

L a d i e s W a t e r p r o o f J a c k e t s

H o o d e d R o u g h y e d s F l e e c e s

T - S h i r t s

R o u g h y e d s R a i n j a c k e t s

Ladies Sailor Jackets (Crested)
C h i l d r e n ’ s Ta c k s u i t P a n t s

C h i l d r e n ’ s T r a c k s u i t s

N e c k F l e e c e s

£ 3 6 . 0 0A d u l t F l e e c e s

£ 1 6 . 9 9C r e s t e d S e a t C o v e r s

H o m e S h o r t s £ 6 . 9 9

H o m e S o c k s £ 4 . 9 9

W h i s k y G l a s s e s £ 3 . 5 0 - £ 4 . 0 0

£ 3 . 5 0 - £ 4 . 0 0P i n t / H a l f P i n t G l a s s e s

S u p e r m a r k e t T r o l l e y K e y r i n g s £ 2 . 9 9

Club Call cotinued on page 25
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A m a t e u r A l b u m
WITH Don Yates

B E A r e f e r e e a n d s e e t h e Wo r l d ! ! T h a t c o u ! d b e
t h e a d v i c e o f ! o c a ! w h i s t l e r I a n S m i t h w h o h a s

visited three continents during ameteoric rise up
the refereeing ladder since hanging up his playing
boots less than six years ago.

! a n e n j o y e d a
moderate playing career
as goal k ick ing centre
w i t h S a l e m H o r n e t s
b e t w e e n 1 9 8 2 a n d 1 9 9 6 .
Although he thoroughly
e n j o y e d h i s p l a y i n g
c a r e e r a t H o r n e t s w h e r e
t h e t e a m s p i r i t w a s
s u p e r b , S m i t h a l w a y s
i n t e n d e d t a k i n g u p
r e f e r e e i n g e v e n t u a l l y.
H o w e v e r a t r o u b l e s o m e

rib injury brought forward
his refereeing ambitions
and now, desp i te be ing on ly ayoungster in
refereeing terms, he is amongst the top half dozen
referees in the British game.

Ian derives agreat deal of satisfaction from
his involvement with the sport at the level he has

a l r e a d y a c h i e v e d ,
t r e a d i n g t h e s a m e
tur f as the game’s
super stars. ‘I never
t h o u g h t I w o u l d
a c h i e v e t h i s l e v e l
w h e n I fi r s t s t a r t e d
reffing. The past six
y e a r s h a v e b e e n
a b s o l u t e l y
u n b e l i e v a b l e , , h e
sa id .

appointment when he took charge of the London
Broncos v. Sa l fo rd encounter a t the S toop
Memor ia l Ground. Ian re fe reed the Trans Penn ine
Cup Final between Dewsbury and Leigh in 2000
a n d l a s t O c t o b e r w a s r e s e r v e r e f e r e e a t O l d
Tra f fo rd fo r the Super League Grand F ina l
between Bradford and Wigan. That Grand Final
has to be the highlight of my refereeing career so
far. To be involved in such agreat occasion, in
any capacity, was awesome.’

Earlier in the year Smith refereed the France-
S c o t l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l a t A I b i i n t h e s o u t h o f
France and he has also made acouple of trips to
South Africa not to mention the trip to Florida
twelve months ago.

I a n S m i t h “ S a l e m
H o r n e t s c e n t r e ”

I
Ian Smith with Barrie McDermott in Florida last year

The future certainly looks bright for the
talented Smith who hopes to be able to maintain
his form thereby enabling him to eventually take
charge of aChal lenge Cup or Super League
Grand Final. The first final back at Wembley
s e e m s a n a t t a i n a b l e t a r g e t . ‘ T h e u l t i m a t e
appointment’, says Ian, ‘would be to referee an
Anglo-Australian test match. Being on the same
pitch as the great players, especially the Oldham
l a d s l i k e B a r r i e M c D e r m o t t , K e v i n S i n fi e l d a n d
Paul Sculthorpe, would be aterrific thrill.’

Next Tuesday, 22nd January, the Oldham
Referees Society hold their annual quiz night at
t h e W e a v e r s A r m s , H u d d e r s fi e l d R o a d . S o
anyone wishing to take up the whistle and follow
in Ian’s footsteps, meet him for some advice or
talk generally about rugby league is invited to
attend and, who knows? maybe someone will
relieve Fred Royales of his long held title as Ouiz
King of the Oldham Society.

H o n o u r s h a v e
c o m e t h i c k a n d f a s t
f o r I a n . N o r t h W e s t
Count ies open age
referee of the year in
s e a s o n

N a t i o n a l C o n f e r e n c e
League referee of the
y e a r t h e f o l l o w i n g
s e a s o n w h i c h e n d e d
wi th h is re feree ing
t h e B A R L A N a t i o n a l
Cup Final . He was
N o r t h e r n
Premiership referee
of the year in both
1 9 9 9 a n d 2 0 0 0 b u t
l a t e i n 1 9 9 9 h e
r e c e i v e d h i s fi r s t
S u p e r

1 9 9 6 - 9 7 ,

F o r d

L e a g u eI a n S m i t h “ R e f e r e e ”
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Ck^J i i Cau
T h e

S a t u r d a y
Y a n k e e

Our Club Shop on Union Street is
now fully staffed between 9am -
4pm Monday-Friday and between
9am -1pm on Saturday, where you
can buy tickets for all our home
games in advance. The Club Shop
n u m b e r i s 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 2 1 4 1 .

A l s o w e r u n c o a c h e s f r o m

O l d h a m t o H u r s t C r o s s f o r o u r

h o m e g a m e s a n d d e t a i l s a r e
ava i lab le f rom our C lub Office on

0161 628 3677. Also aring and
r i d e s c h e m e i n w h i c h w e r u n a

coach from 2car parks in Ashton.

Our Lottery the Saturday Yankee
has been won (over £5,000) and the
next pot is already building up nicely,
for just £1 aweek you can be part of

this exiting lottery and at the same
time you will be helping ORLFC.
We also require agents in most
areas around Oldham for more

d e t a i l s c a l l L o r r a i n e o n

0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7

Don’t forget -You’ve got
t o b e i n i t t o w i n i t .

O l d h a m L a b o u r
Party

Continuing its support

f o r
O l d h a m R L F C

OFFICES

M i c h a e l M e a c h e r M P

Oldham West &Royton
P h i l Wo o l a s M P

Oldham East &
S a d d l e w o r t h

0161 624 4248

David Heyes MP
Ashton-U-Lyne

Oldham Labour Group
Civic Centre Oldham

0161 626 57790161 911 4037 0161 331 9307
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The Whistle Blower
W i t h S a m S h e p h e r d

Sam Shepherd, perhaps Oldham's most famous International Rugby League
referee and assessor, is anew columnist for the matchday magazine.

‘WHO wou ld wan t t o be a re fe ree? ”

Iam of ten asked how Igot in to
refereeing. The answer is my arm was
twisted firmly up my back. After completing
my three year training as ateacher of
Physical Education, my first job was West
Oldham High School (formerly known in
pre war years as Ward Street Central).

On my first day, Iwas introduced to
the Senior Master, Mr John Farrar, and
told that the school had four Rugby
League teams, and Iwould be in charge of
t h e s e n i o r t e a m , w i t h a m a t c h n e x t

Saturday. When Iprotested that, although
Iknew the shape of the ball, just, my
knowledge of the rules was very basic, I
was told ‘learn them by next Friday’.

Ihad, of course, watched Oldham for
many years, but that was little help;
however, the school had avery good
team. And the stand off and captain was
Peter Marner. Peter was already abrilliant
player, afuture Lancashire cricketer, and
former landlord of the Old Original,
Scouthead. Iwas able to run along side
him during the game, and learn as Iwent
along I

teacher, the venerable and very strict local
Head Teacher Mr F red Howar th .

These games were played at the
Fer ran t i G round on Ho l l i nwood Avenue .

At the end of that first season, which
was also the end of my one year contract,
I t h e n m o v e d t o a s c h o o l i n Y o r k w i t h

excellent facilities for field sports. Icarried
on with refereeing schoolboy rugby
g a m e s .

After four years in York Imoved back
to Counthill Grammar School, and it was
t h e r e t h a t I m e t R i c h a r d L . T h o m a s

(‘Dickie’ as he was generally known), who
from time to time was the groundsman at
Watersheddings and already asenior
Rugby League Refe ree , In 1957 Iwas
persuaded to join the Oldham Rugby
League Referees Society, and to go with
R.L.T. to Wembley to soak up the
atmosphere.

Dickie’s appearances at Wembley are
w e l l c h r o n i c l e d ; b e f o r e h e b e c a m e a

Senior Referee, he was atouch judge at
W e m b l e y, a n d t h e n a f e w y e a r s l a t e r
appointed reserve referee. Finally the top
job of referee at the Challenge Cup Final
came his way. Although he did not take
charge of any more Cup Finals at
W e m b l e y, h e d i d h a v e a n i l l u s t r i o u s
c a r e e r .

In addition to West Oldham, St. Mary’s
had an equally strong team, and Ifound it
strange that the teachers tossed acoin at
the beginning of the match, with the
winner always choosing to referee the
second half. Isoon learned why.

For very important games, however,
this biased refereeing was not allowed,
a n d w e h a d t o c a l l o n a n o t h e r n e u t r a l

So, that’s how Istarted refereeing,
and more stories surrounding the Oldham
Referees Society will appear in later
edi t ions of th is co lumn.
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A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C. in Oldham &Tameside
for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 -366 6535 ■Ashton -John Mills 0161 -339 6140
Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550 ■Failsworth -Peter Seholes 0161 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

A M H A M H

S e c o n d h a n d t i l e s a n d s l a t e s
bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
a n d d e l i v e r e d

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

L a n s a o w n e

Roofing
SuDDlies Ltd.

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

^ P I L G R I M
● I ' a i i ' - J T ' ^ g i ' . g r i i i ' a r j r j i . »

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power &Marine industries Worldwide

www.pilgrim-international.co.uk
i : r r g J" r ' j r

□□□qocbQ
P V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH
Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ● F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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S a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r m

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports
S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d

Mail Order &Delivery Service
A v a i l a b l e

❖

P r o p r i e t o r s : G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e
93 Chew Va l l ey Road , Greenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashi re . OL3 7JJ

Phone o r Fax : 01457 872515
2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.mail: saddsports@excite.co.uk
www.saddleworthsports.co.uk

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ● V i s a ● M a s t e r c a r d ● S w i t c h ●
D e l t a ● S o l o ● A m e x

C A N T O N E S E R E S T A U R A N T

IVeVe Cured
Headaches fo r
THE ROUGHYEDS

M a n u f a c t u r e r s

of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre

fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

P l a t t & H i l l

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

PLATT &H!Lt Manchester Road ●Mossley OL5 9QW
Te l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 9 6 3 8 / 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 4 1 6 9

m s m t m m ' M E i i n - T

Tel. 0161 621 4400 Fax: 0161 621 4408



Topic Of The Day
The 100 Greatest Rugby League Players ●Ever!M E M

(Well, 1951 to 2001) [What do you mean you don’t watch Channel 4?]
M I C K S T E P H E N S O N

commentator Mick Stephenson was the
outstanding hooker of his day. Signed by
Dewsbury from Shaw Cross in 1965 he
captained his unfashionabie home town side in
their finest hour when they overcame mighty
Leeds in the 1973 Championship Finai (22-13),
Stephenson winning the Harry Sunderiand
Trophy as Man of the Match scoring
had aiso scored atry for Britain in
Worid Cup Finai win over Austraiia and went on
to star for Penr i th .
95 JOHN JOYNER Centre, stand off , ioose-
forward, Joyner was nothing if not versatiie. A
C a s t i e f o r d a n d G r e a t B r i t a i n s t a r o f t h e ' 7 0 ’ s
and ‘80s he was a1979 tourist. Joyner was a
piayer who pushed his side around the park,
but was as adept as afinisher as he was as a
piay-maker.
9 4 P A U L N E W L O V E C u r r e n t S t . H e i e n s s t a r
Newiove is the former Featherstone, Bradford
a n d G r e a t B r i t a i n c e n t r e w h o h a s f a c e d a n d
m a t c h e d s o m e o f t h e b e s t A u s t r a i i a n s a r o u n d .
Apiayer with aphenomenai try-scoring record,
Newiove’s ieft foot step has been one of the
most productive moves of the modern era. A
teenage stariet, Newiove is incredibiy strong
and aimost impossibie to stop ciose to the iine.
93 ERIC HUGHES Fast, elusive and versatile,
stand-off Hughes was one of the leading lights
in the all-conquoring Widnes side of the 1970s.
His first cap came in 1978 and he was aG.B.
T o u r i s t i n 1 9 7 9 . A c o n t r o v e r s i a l c o a c h a n d
football manager with Wigan and St. Helens
subsequent to retiring.
9 2 D A R R Y L P O W E L L C u r r e n t L e e d s C o a c h
Powell was Sheffield Eagles first international.
It is easy to forget that Poweli has 9Ashes
appearances and was aregular for Britain at
centre, stand-off or loose-forward. An unsung
hero, Powell could read agame superbly, was
defensively strong and had agreat pair of
h a n d s .
91 CHRIS JOYNT St. Helens captain Joynt is

Ione of the outstanding
Iplayers of the modern game.
IGreat defender, outstanding
Ileader and atry scorer as
Iwell. Always seems able to
Icome up with the big
Iperformance when the chips
Iare down. Virtually given
Iaway by Oldham, much to
Ithe delight of his home townJ f a n s .

S k y T. V.ANEW series to get you talking and, since
it will take ten programmes to complete, to
keep you buying the best programme in the
N F P.

To qualify an overseas player must have
played all or most of his career in England. And
current players must be well established
internationals -hence no Paul Sculthorpe.
1 0 0 M I C K A D A M S T h e W i d n e s a n d G r e a t
Britain loose forward was an integral part of the
Chernies (as they then were) late 70’s/early
80’s trophy winning side. Aclassic, ball
h a n d l i n g n u m b e r 1 3 A d a m s w a s a n
inspirational captain who constantly fed his
runners into gaps and possessed the skills to
open up the tightest of defences,
9 9 . G R A E M E W E S T C o a c h o f

9 6

I twice. He
t h e i r 1 9 7 2

today’s visitors
Chorley Lynx Graeme West
was one of the outstanding
s e c o n d - r o w e r s o f t h e ‘ 8 0 s . A
N e w Z e a l a n d i n t e r n a t i o n a l
and tourist, he captained
Wigan to several trophy wins
and was Wigan Coach when
they won the World Cup
championship ag
B r o n c o s i n B r i s b

ability to free the ball in the tackle and offload
was phenomenal and his 6’5” frame was an
enormous asset to his clever handling.
9 8 T E R R Y F O G E R T Y A s t a r o f t h e 1 9 6 0 ’ s
and ‘70s with Halifax, Rochdale, Wigan and
Great Britain, Fogerty was an Oldham lad who
started with Saddieworth Rangers and signed
at 16 for Halifax, stolen from under the noses
of the Roughyeds despite scoring two tries in a
Watersheddings trial match. When he became
the inaugural winner of the Harry Sunderland
Trophy as Man of the Match for Halifax in their
Championship Final victory against St. Helens
(15-7) he was still only 21. If ever aplayer
could ‘make aball talk’ that man was Fogerty.
his ability to turn agame on its head was
legendary and he remains one of the finest ball
handlers ever to grace the game.
9 7 B O B I R V I N

Wigan, Salford, Barrow and Great Britain
second-row Irving was one of the most
destructive running forwards of the ‘60s and
‘70s. For once Oldham saw the best of agreat
player, albeit in anot very good era for the
c l u b . A n i n t e r n a t i o n a l a t 1 9 a n d a t o u r i s t i n
1 9 7 0 w h e n B r i t a i n l a s t w o n t h e A s h e s a r e
testament to his ability. One of the great sights
of the game when in full flow.

a i n s t t h e
a n e . H i s

Pound for pound Oldham

f
● V
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Barrow ||||| i4-2s 22-6
Batley

Chorley

Dewsbury 21-31

Doncaster

Featherstone

Gateshead ||||| 6-14
Huddersfield 36-12

Hull KR

Hunslet

Keighley

Leigh 30-121|||
OLOHAM

Rochdale

Sheffield

Swlnton

Whitehaven

Workington o-ie

6 6 - 0

1 1 - 2 2 1 8 - 1 0

1 4 - 2 8 1 6 - 2 8 2 4 - 1 4 2 0 - 1 6

C O
2 5 - 2 2 3 0 - 6

4 - 2 0s
0 3

2 8 - 1 8 1 7 - 1 82 0 - 2 1

Q i 1 8 - 2 6 1 2 - 1 2

6 6 - 0 3 0 - 1 0

5 0 - 6 2 6 - 1 0

S68-12 2 0 - 2 8

2 2 - 1 6

6 8 - 1 2 4 6 - 1 2 1 4 - 1 4o
o 3 2 - 1 6

r N
2 6 - 1 4 2 4 - 2 0 2 2 - 1 0

o 3 6 - 1 4 3 4 - 2 6 0 - 0

O
6 - 2 8

2 7 - 2 1 2 - 1 2 2 8 - 1 4

2 4 - 1 6 5 8 - 1 8 1 2 - 1 0

Yo r k 1 8 - 2 2 4 - 4 2

Nor thern Ford Premiership -Leading Scorers at 14.1.02
T r i e s

W h i t e h a v e n

Leigh
H u d d e r s fi e l d

Batley
Workington
F e a t h e r s t o n e

Leigh
H u n s l e t
B a r r o w
B a r r o w

Batley
H u d d e r s fi e l d
H u d d e r s fi e l d

Leigh
R o c h d a l e
R o c h d a l e

W h i t e h a v e n
W h i t e h a v e n

Workington
Batley
H u l l K R

G o a l s
B a r r o w

Leigh
W h i t e h a v e n

F e a t h e r s t o n e
H u l l K R
S h e f fi e l d

Workington
H u d d e r s fi e l d

Chorley
H u d d e r s fi e l d

R o c h d a l e

A T K I N S O N
T U R L E Y
O ' N E I L L
R O O N E Y

C H A R L E S
G . B R O W N

M A N I H E R A
M C N A M A R A
J O N E S
T H O R M A N

W O O D

2 6S E E D S
T U R L E Y

T H O R M A N
G L E A D H I L L
L E W T H W A I T E

L O W E
R O P E R
P O W E L L
I R A B O R

S A L M O N
T O M L I N S O N
C O O P E R
O ' H A R E

B A L D W I N
C O O P E R
M A Y B E R R Y
L E S T E R

R . P U R D H A M
B E A U M O N T

T O M L I N S O N
M c L A R R O N

7
2 67
2 26

1 7 + 15
175
175

16+15
165
144

11 + 14

114

4
P o i n t s

Leigh
B a r r o w
W h i t e h a v e n
H u d d e r s fi e l d
H u l l K R

F e a t h e r s t o n e

Workington
S h e f fi e l d

4
T U R L E Y

A T K I N S O N
O ' N E I L L
T H O R M A N
C H A R L E S

R O O N E Y
M A N I H E R A
G . B R O W N

8 04

5 24
4 84
4 74
4 24
4 14

414
3 84
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LEVER’S I f y o u ^ r e n o t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

h a n U ^ c o n v e r tFISH &CHIP
RESTAURANT

T h e R o y a l B a n k
o f S c o t l a n d

B e s t W i s h e s
T O For more information on the range of

B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Tina Horton, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ● M a r k e t H a l l
O l d h a m

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B
Registered in Scotland

M o n - S a t 1 0 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0

0 1 6 1 6 3 3 0 0 7 4 N o . 9 0 3 1 2

Amega
L a b e l s L t d

D R O N S F I E L D S
M E R C E D E S

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL
ROAD, DOBCROSS
OLDHAM 0L3 SRB

T E L E P H O N E : 0 1 4 5 7 - 8 7 1 7 1 7

FAX: 01457 -871940

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

N e w & U s e d M e r c e d e s

Vehicles &Spares Shaw Street
O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Tel 0161 785 0813
Fax 0161 624 6507
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a L D H A M \
w i t h B r i a n W a l k e r

broken by Roger Palmer, was the Latics
highest aggregate goalscorer). Well
known coaches are Sammy Mcliroy
(1994 from Northwich Victoria) and Eddie
Hopkinson (early 1980’s). Other players
w h o h a v e s e r v e d b o t h A s h t o n a n d L a t i c s
include Ronnie Fawley (early 50’s), Alan
Lawson and Johnny Colquhoun (early
70’s) and Darren Royle (son of Joe) one
of Un i ted ’s cu r ren t s ta rs .

[ L3M0?!©
FOOTBALL CLUB

Ihope that supporters wil l find this
b r i e f backg round to ou r hos ts o f
i n t e r e s t .

MOST OF the bet ter known Tameside
s o c c e r c l u b s s t a r t e d l i f e a r o u n d t h e
1880’s but were originally formed as
RUGBY clubs, Mossley, Stockport,
Hyde, Dukinfield and Stalybridge were
a l l w e a n e d o n t h e o v a l b a l l b e f o r e
turning to ‘association’ and all would
have had fixtures at one level or another
w i t h O l d h a m .

Ashton United is an exception.
Formed in 1878 (more than 20 years
before Oldham Athletic) as Hurst FC
they are one of the oldest soccer clubs
In the country and In 1885 beat Newton
Heath (embryo to Manchester United) in
the final of the Manchester Senior Cup.

The club’s formative years were
spent at aground at Rose Hill (Hurst),
moving to Hurst Cross in the early
1 9 0 0 ’ s . I n 1 9 4 7 t h e c l u b ’ s n a m e w a s
changed from Hurst FC to Ashton United
and it’s colours from black and white to
red and whi te .

Since the war the club has played in
t h e L a n c a s h i r e C o m b i n a t i o n , t h e
Midland League, the Cheshire County
League (where it had regular fixtures
with Latics reserves), the North West
Counties and, since season 1992/3,
Division One of the Unibond Northern
P r e m i e r .

Of the eight seasons played since
the formation of the Unibond, Ashton
h a s fi n i s h e d t h i r d o n fi v e o c c a s i o n s
failing by the narrowest of margins to
gain promotion from Division O
Premier (pathway to the Nationwide
Conference). Last season the club
ended the campaign 14th.

Famous players Include a15 year
old Alan Ball (his father was club coach),
J o h n M a h o n e y ( Wa l e s ) a n d E r i c
Gemmell (who, until his record was

Ashton United have reached the FA
Cup first round proper on just two
occasions, in 1957 losing areplay at
Hurst Cross to Halifax (this was the
club’s record attendance and, depending
on who you believe, was somewhere
between 7,000 and 11,0001) and again
two years later losing 8-0 to Southport.
In this season’s campaign the club, via
Midfielder Gareth Morris, scored the
fastest ever goal In the history of the FA
C u p ( a f t e r j u s t 4 s e c o n d s ) v
S k e l m e r s d a l e a t H u r s t C r o s s .

Current Chairman Terry Styring
supported by eight fellow Directors
joined the club In 1995 and has held the
position since. Club coach is Gerry
Quinn who arrived from Ossett Albion at
the end of 1999.

n e t o
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WING’S WINE SHOP
63 George St ree t , O ldham, Lancash i re OL l ILX

0161 652 9396
Established in 1983, Wino’s is an Independent
Oldham based company. We stock over 1500
different wines, 250 spirits and over 60 beers.

Apart from the retail shop in George Street, Oldham
we now supply direct to the trade, from restaurants
and wine bars through to the company board room.

We also offer asale or return service on many of
our wines for parties, weddings etc., you pay for

what you drink.
The free loan of champagne flutes, wine goblets
and beer glasses, whether it be aparty of 20 or a

function of 520, is available.

We pride ourselves on offering friendly professional service.
5% DISCOUNT on any MIXED CASE OF 12 BOTTLES

Wines supplied Sale or Return for Weddings or Functions
F R E E G L A S S L O A N - F R E E D E L I V E R Y S E R V I C E - M A I L I N G L I S T

Hope to see you soon -PHIL, IAN, MARK and STEVE

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

U S A O f fi c e :

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658Soquel Drive, Unite,

Santa Cruz.Caiifornia 95065
Phone; +1 831 462 2680

+1 831 462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

U K O f fi c e :
St John's Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,
Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.
Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337
Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367
E-Mail; anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

Fax :

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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Date Opponent R e s u l t A t t

DECEMBER
2 S W I N TO N L I O N S

F - A
P

16 Hull K.R. 10-26 2032

23 ROCHDALE HORNETS

30 Leigh
JANUARY

6 Y O R K

P

1 2 - 4 6 3 3 8 8

M a n o f t h e M a t c h

S p o n s o r
J a c k s o n s T h e
P r i n t e r s L t d

32-16 1130

6-30 141013 Dewsbury Rams
20 CHORLEY LYNX

27 Kellogg’s Challenge Gup (3rd Round)
FEBRUARY

3Work ing ton
10 Kellogg's Challenge Cup (4th Round)
17 GATESHEAD

24 Kellogg’s Challenge Cup (5th Round)
MARCH

3 H u d d e r s fi e l d

10 DONCASTER DRAGONS H

15 Sheffield Eagles
24 FEATHERSTONE

29 Rochdale Hornets
APRIL

1DEWSBURY RAMS

7 H u d d e r s fi e l d
14 KEIGHLEY

21 Hunslet Hawks

H

A

H

A

A

H

A(Nat Cup)

H(Nat Cup)
A(Nat Cup)
H(Nat Cup)
A(Nat Cup)

M a t c h b a l l

S p o n s o r
The O ldham
A d v e r t i s e r

MAY

5 BATLEY BULLDOGS H(Nat Cup)
12 National Cup Quarter Finals
19 National Cup Semi Finals
26 National Cup Final
JUNE

2Keighley Cougars
9 W H I T E H AV E N

16 Barrow
23 BATLEY BULLDOGS H

30 Hunslet Hawks

A

H

A

A

JULY

7 L E I G H

14 ChorleyLynx
21 Wh i t ehaven

28 HUDDERSFIELD

AUGUST
4HUNSLET HAWKS

11 Batley Bulldogs
18 Rochdale Hornets

25 WORKINGTON
SEPTEMBER

1 Y o r k

H

A
A

H

H

P r o g r a m m e
S p o n s o r

Vo i T H P a p e r

A

A

H

A

KEIGHLEY COUGARS H

Oldham RLFC fully support the let’s
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL

ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game
A N D R A C I S T C H A N T S A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.

Allow everyone to enjoy the game.
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t w o p l a y e r s
that deserve atry this season

f o r d k a c o l l e c t i o n
1 . 3 i 3 d r

●cd p laye r

● e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

●cen t ra l l ock ing

●leather steering wheel

£ 7 , 9 9 5

n e w f o r d f o c u s z e t e c
1 . 6 i 1 6 v 3 d r

●c d p l a y e r

●a l l oy whee l s

●remote central locking ^
●electric windows ■ focus

S^.

£ 1 1 , 7 4 5
M

northern ford dealers -official sponsors of the northern ford premiership

ca l l 0845 7111 888 fo r your loca l fo rd dea ler
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O L D H A M CHORLEYLYNX
C o a c h : M a r k K N I G H T C o a c h : G r a e m e W E S T

M a r k S I B S O N

G a v i n D O D D

D a v e G I B B O N S

J o n G O D D A R D

J o e M c N I C H O L A S

J o h n B R A D D I S H

N e i l R O D E N

L e o C A S E Y

J o h n H O U G H

J a s o n C L E G G

L e e D O R A N

Bryan HENARE
P h i l F A R R E L L

M i c h a e l W A H S

I a n H A Y E S

L i a m J O N E S

S i m o n S M I T H

A l a n R E D D I C L I F F E

C h r i s R A M S D A L E

J o h n D U F F Y

Ti m S T R E E T

M a r t i n R O D E N

I a n P A R R Y

P h i l H A R R I S O N

Bryce HILLOCK
Wayne BLOOR

[ 2 l
: 3 i

L 5 |

[ 71
[81
[ 9 |
[lOj
[ 1 ^
[ 1 ^
[13|
[14JG a r e t h B A R B E R

W i l l C O W E L L

K e i t h B R E N N A N

Danny GUEST
T O D A Y ' S

MARTIN HAWKS

S a f r a z P A T E L

T o m K I L G A N N O N

Leroy RIVETT
Andy GRUNDY

O F F I C I A L S

REFEREE:

[151
[16]
[171

CHRIS TOBIN ■ RON

GERRY HODGSON Qm LAUGHTON


