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ar the very heart of the North West

Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to
live, work or visit at the heart of the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and
Oldham has the region’s largest town centre based indoor shopping area.

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.

A new bus station and the anticipation of the Metrolink tram system
coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for
investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including a new
Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the
arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be
opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,
West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 4936,
E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or visit our website at www.oldham.gov:uk
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with
Christopher Hamilton

TODAY’S game against Batley has now taken on added importance
following the last round of results a fortnight ago in the Buddies
National League Cup.

It is likely that should we win today then we will progress to the last
eight for which the draw will take place tonight at 5.15pm.

The performance at Hunslet in our last game was again a very
professional one and the points scored in that game could make all the
difference.

Batley will, as ever, provide stiff opposition today and we will need
to play well to progress. Indeed a Batley win could see them go through
so there is a lot riding on the game.

Today will be our first home game for nearly 5 weeks having lost
the Keighley game so we are obviously hoping for a good crowd.

Everybody is aware that a large proportion of our income is
generated through the turnstile and circumstances this season have
been difficult enough without losing much needed home games. The
support over the last few weeks has been tremendous and please keep
it up today.

With everybody having a week off last week for the Challenge Cup
Final it was interesting to note how lan Millwards/St.Helens approach
to the Bradford Bulls game the week before had turned all the neutrals
into Wigan Warriors fans for the day - | bet you thought you would
never see that happen!!

Yesterday also saw the clubs Academy Team play it's first game of
the season and we are pleased with the way our recruitment of the best
young players in the town and surrounding areas is progressing. With
a bit of luck (ha ha!) we should be able to look forward to watching a
good team taking shape under Sean Gartland. As ever, your support for
the Academy Team is important as encouragement is a part of their
development and they will no doubt give you plenty of pleasure over
the coming months. One of the big pluses we have in attracting players
is the fact that we are one of the small number of clubs in the whole
game who run teams at Alliance and Academy levels.

With our proven track record of players coming through the ranks
to the first team we are confident that this policy will stand us in good
stead for the future.

Enjoy the game.

Chris

Chicago Rock Cafe, Oldham are collecting at todays game for
the club to support breast cancer charity “BREAKTHROUGH".
Please give generously.

The Raugﬁy«w

Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 UNION STREET
OLbHAm OL1 1DJ

TeLEPHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
CLuB SHor: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamiliton, Stewart
Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
HEAD COACH
John Harbin
ASSISTANT COACH
Mark Knight
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY COACH
Shaun Gartland
ACADEMY MANAGER
Pete Beswick
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Lisa Sharratt & Danni Turner
CONDITIONER
Andy Proctor
TIMEKEEPER
John Barrett
CLUB DOCTOR
Dr lan Wilkinson
MeDIA & MARKETING MANAGER
Nigel Marland
ComMERCIAL MANAGER
John Battye
SECRETARY & LOTTERY MANAGER
Lorraine Rowbottam
PROGRAMME EDITORS
Nigel Marland & Brian Walker

CLUB HONOURS
AJ Law Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand Finalists 2001

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(sPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton
1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard
Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) Lrp.

| WE WouLp LIKE To THANK THE OLDHAM EVENING CHRONICLE & RUGBY LEAGUE EXPRESS FOR THE USE OF PHOTOGRAPHY f|
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WELCOME back to Hurst Cross for the first time
since April 1st when we beat Dewsbury Rams.
Today’s game sees us clash with a very strong Batley
side in what should prove to be a typical cup tie. The
National League Cup hasn’t been everyone’s cup of
tea but try telling that to the Oldham and Batley
players who do battle today.

Despite only playing two games in April the squad
have been training extremely well and are jumping out
of their skins to get back to regular rugby. We have no
long term injury worries and team selection will pose a
few problems in the weeks to come. We have lost
David Foster of course, but this has served to create
. J competition for the right wing spot with Chris

i1 Campbell, Will Cowell and Mark Sibson being the

| leading contenders. All three have played particularly
well in the Alliance and it looks like being a case of
horses for courses.

Then of course there’s the battle of the halves - John Braddish, Gareth Barber or
Neil Roden? Let’s not forget the hooking role - John Hough, Anthony Murray or Keith
Brennan? It's obvious that | won’t be able to keep everyone happy but it's a good
problem to have.

A big thanks to all our fans for showing patience in our ‘down’ times this season. I'm
not going to make any promises but there’s a good feeling in the club at the moment ,
and | personally feel that the ‘good’ times are just around the corner. Stay with us - you'll
enjoy the journey.

John

Roughyeds website address:

www.roughyeds.co.uk
Iaa PACKAGING LIMITED

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OLA4 1DF

0161-284 9000
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DEREK ANTHONY LTD.
General Sheetmetal Workers &
Structural Steel Fabricators

UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DERKER STREET - OLDHAM OL1 3LY

Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616

WisH ORLFC EVERY SucCESS FOR 2002

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES
(NORTHERN) L1D.

OLDHAM DEPOT

Tel 0161 626 8111
For all your
Plant & Tool Hire Needs
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2002 Season

PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &
GARAGE SERVICES

PuncTure REPAIRS - WHEEL BALANCING
TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLUTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING
M.0.T. RePAIRS - EXHAUSTS

Beever STREET - OLbHAM OL1 3TD

Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
Fax: 0161 628 9949

13 |
Coppice, Oldham,

G\j' Tel* 0161 624 4445
Fax: 0161 633 6570

Ashton United F.C.
Always a warm welcome from your hosts JOHN AND BARBARA

Now Open 7 Days a Week

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT FRIDAY NIGHTS
+ WIDE SCREEN DIGITAL TV =«
Free party function room available <+ BINGO Monday, Tuesday and Thursday
<+ FREE MEMBERS WEEKLY DRAW - New members always welcome

Tel: 0161 330 1511
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Face

RECENT complaints regarding crowd trouble
and the official response to these have
disturbed me. A good general principle to
follow is that if someone can take the time
and trouble to write to a newspaper with a
complaint there must be something in it. |
have yet to meet the person who wrote in for
sheer devilment or because they had nothing
better to do. Of course this does not mean
that incidents cannot be exaggerated or
magnified out of all proportion, but when
followers of various clubs, notably
Whitehaven, Wigan and Hull K.R., complain
about their reception at Leigh | think | would
be inclined to take them seriously. Now don’t
get me wrong because Leigh has always
been one of my favourite grounds to visit and
over the years | have witnessed incidents,
usually minor, on the grounds of many other
clubs, so this is in no way having a go at
Leigh. However if anyone accused my club of
bad spectator behaviour at a succession of
matches | would want to know the reason
why and would be looking to ensure the
cause of complaint was eliminated. Every
spectator put off attending a match
represents a loss of revenue and in Rugby
League at present that is simply not
acceptable. | am sorry, club officials,
stewards and police but | do not believe that
female spectators from  Whitehaven
complained without just cause!

And on the same theme: in Super
League this season there have been a
stream of complaints from visitors about their
treatment at Valley Parade. Again, if | were an
official at Bradford Bulls, a club rightly proud
of its matchday presentation, | would want to
know why.

Some of the problems with attending
matches stem from the employment of
‘jobsworths’ as stewards. For example on
Oldham’s recent blank Sunday because of
the transfer of Keighley to another group in
the Buddies National Cup (another loss of
revenue here, by the way) | went to watch
Rochdale play Huddersfield. As | stood in the
queue to go in one such ‘jobsworth’,
obviously slightly more senior, informed a

colleague that anyone refusing to have their
bag searched should be denied entry. |
challenged him that this represented a
breach of civil liberties and was told ‘Oh! no it
was ground regulations! Since the person
who had refused to be searched was a
female Huddersfield fan | expressed the
opinion that searching ladies handbags was
not right indeed in my view is a disgrace. And
the excuse that this is what you get on soccer
grounds with soccer stewards will not wash
since Huddersfield is just such a ground and
the lady was clearly not used to being
searched. And since Oldham have played
twice recently at McAlpine Stadium | can
confirm that it is NOT practice there to search
people. Besides what good does it do? If you
wanted to smuggle in a knife to attack
someone it would be easy without a full body
search and who has the time for that? And
since coins make a good weapon if you are
stupid enough to want to injure someone are
we going to deprive everyone of their
change? And what of the Bradford situation?
In reply to a St. Helens fan’s charges that
spectators had cans confiscated but inside
the ground could buy beer in glass bottles the
Valley Parade management replied that beer
was only supplied in plastic bottles. Well,
excuse me, but being struck by a full
PLASTIC bottle of beer while flying down the
wing on the way to a try in the corner might
just cause some damage: | don't fancy
putting it to the test anyway!

One final point point for my ‘jobsworth’
friends: when you've denied entry to all these
potential miscreants, who will be paying your
wages? Where do you think your £25+ per
match comes from? In an attendance of just
1476 at Rochdale v Huddersfield | calculated
that it took around 250 entrance fees to pay
for the ridiculous number of stewards.

And, finally, what happens when you ask
these stewards to attend to the antics of loud
mouthed, bully boy home fans? They ignore
you - and them. Why? Because in the eyes of
stewards it's only ever AWAY fans who cause
trouble! Makes you think, doesn't it?

G.C.
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ON THis DAy . ..
Don Yates looks back to May sth yesteryear

IT WAS on this day in 1966, Thursday 5th
May, that the magnificent Parc des Princes
stadium in Paris staged a match between a
French XIlll and a Rugby League XIIl. The
French were able to win 20-0 against a
league side lacking players from clubs
involved in the top 16 Championship play off.
Nevertheless the league were represented
by a capable outfit which included the likes
of Billy Langton and Denis Hartley (Hunslet),
Gordon Lewis and Mick Martyn (Leigh),
Laitia Ravouvou (Rochdale Hornets) and
Dave Raynor, the flying Batley winger who
joined the Gallant Youths from Halifax junior
rugby. The capacity of the Parc des Princes
at that time was 48,000 but the attendance
that evening was a disappointing 3,485.

There was a much bigger crowd at
Odsal Stadium on Wednesday 5th May
1954. The Challenge Cup Final replay
between Halifax and Warrington attracted
what was then a
World record
attendance for a
rugby league
match when
102,569 paid for
admission. A good
4 few more got in
without paying
after fences were
knocked down by
| spectators anxious
| not to miss the
kick off. Traffic
congestion was
horrific with traffic
jams snaking back
across the
Pennines as far as Oldham. Motor vehicles
were bumper to bumper from Bower Lane
near the Roxy at Hollinwood right across to
the ground at Odsal Top. Warrington won 8-
4, their first try being scored by centre Jim
Challinor who coached the Roughyeds
between August 1974 and December 1976.
Challinor, incidentally, also played at Odsal
during November 1963 when Odsal housed
its smallest attendance for a first team

THE RUGBY LEAGUE
CHALLENGE CUP COMPETITION

FINAL TIE
HALIFAX v. WARRINGTON

ODSAL STADIUM, BRADFORD
WEDNESDAY, Sth MAY, 1954

match, 324 watching Bradford Northern lose
29-0 against a Barrow team coached by
Challinor.

Another cup final was staged at Odsal
on Saturday 5th May 1945. During the war
years Challenge Cup finals were staged over
two legs. Huddersfield had won the first leg
at Fartown 7-4 but favourites Bradford
Northern were expected to quickly overturn
that deficit. However, after a scoreless first
half it was Huddersfield who gained the
upper hand to win the match 6-5 and take
the cup 13-9 on aggregate. Included in the
Huddersfield pack was second row forward
Alex Givvons, a Watersheddings legend after
his fifty years association with the
Roughyeds.

A dream came true for fifteen local
youngsters on Saturday 5th May 1984 when
they played at Wembley. That day Oldham
schoolboys met Hull in the curtain raiser to
the Challenge Cup Final, a match which
finished in a 6-6 draw. Several of those
Wembley Wizards went on to make their
mark in senior rugby including Craig Mort,
Chris Garforth, Martin Maders and Paddy
Mitchell.

Two years ago, on Wednesday 5th May
1999, the former Oldham, Batley and
Yorkshire county forward Albert Fearnley
died. He began his professional career with
Rochdale Hornets, joining Oldham in 1949
and making 29 appearances for the
Roughyeds during the following two years
when he scored five tries. Fearnley enjoyed
his best years with Halifax in the early and
mid-fifties before joining Featherstone
Rovers and then ending his career with
Batley for whom he made 19 appearances
during the 1958-59 season. Once his playing
career was over Fearnley turned to
coaching. He was instrumental in setting up
the National coaching system and also spent
time coaching in the USA and ltaly. He was
Halifax coach when they won the
Championship in 1965 but his best
achievement was taking unfashionable
Blackpool Borough into the First Division in
1979.
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Marshall
MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT P ump s

REPAIR SPECIALISTS

As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
support an extensive stock range with

Adamsons

- CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

Approved repairers to all

leading insurance companies

guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise
Telephone

0161 627 4001 = V (EETOR AT
0161 624 1904 Q& = %@pd@
mcd o) U OF GReAT Bﬁﬂ"‘(\

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Certificate No. 910554

Oldham OL4 1JG
Marshall Pump Systems Limited,

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE Rhodes Bank - Oldham - OL1 1UA
A . s Tel: 0161 678 6111 - Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)
E-mail: info@marshallpumps.co.uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

HAD AN ACCIDENT?

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION

NO WIN, NO FEE
FREE HOME VISITS
FIRST INTERVIEW FREE WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATIONS

CALL US NOW ON:

0800 917 7278
WE KNOW THE ANSWER
KEITH DYSON SOLICITORS
THE PERSONAL INJURY SPECIALISTS

39 Liverpool Road Castlefield Manchester M3 4NQ
Tel: 0161 832 9933
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DUTTON

At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING VALUERS AND SURVEYORS
experience. We
have all the products
~you need to get the

Wherever you see
this sign you can

— be assured
Z < Call in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF of an efficient and

f i |
§///ceorge Hin [P

Timber & Building Supplies property matter

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB i
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250 7I15 Union Street’
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk oldham’ OL i HA

Tel. 0161 652 1234
LAWRENCE PERRINS & SONS LIMITED| | wwwryderdutton.couk

Established 1947 Also at Chadderton’
Plumbers ¢ Electricians Heating Engineering Middleton, Shaw,
Security Systems Uppermill, Heywood,
176 OLDHAM ROAD, SPRINGHEAD, OLDHAM OL4 5SJ Glossop, Mossley &
TeL 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798 Ashton-u-Lyne
= > il Srisa P—
G 0 odi PV in revf:v f;jio(u;: :::t::rg:jtr{:; :xgll‘r‘:zlrxn?::gletii::;f;?i‘;eslfor = /' l

Commercial Insurance Brokers

‘9‘ BI’BA Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OL8 1QL

Otonam CHameer e Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and ‘- X
Health & Safety Audits. M \
/

Community
Legal Service

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795
29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH

TEL : 0161 624 6811 FAX : 0161 624 3743
EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM
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, A APPEARANCES & SCORERS 2002
PLAYER App Sue T G DG Prs
G. Doop 2
M. HARLAND 5 1 4
A. GiBBONS 1
S. CONWAY 5 2 4
J. MITCHELL 6 1 2 8
G. BARBER 1 1 3 10
> i P. BENNETT 5 2 8
with Shaun Gartland and Mark Knight |D-GUsST 3
J. KIRKLAND 5 2 1 4
Acapemy FIrsT Division FIXTURES A.Stiarpes 6
MAY D. Newrton 6 1 4
4 OLDHAM v Keighley Cougars  12.00 A. WHITAKER 2 1
11 OLDHAM v Sheffield Eagles  12.00 TBC G.JoHnson 6
18 OLDHAM v Workington Town ~ 2.30 TBC J. WANKLYN 6
25 DewsburyRams v OLDHAM 2.30 A. CLavton 4
JUNE A. PROCTOR 5 1 1 4
2 Keighley Cougars v OLDHAM 1.00 D. Hevwoop 1
8 OLDHAM v Whitehaven 230 DL GAMERRL oy 2 . g
16 Sheffeld Eagles v OLDHAM 12.30 K BRepAN, 2530 gt 1z 0 2
22 OLDHAM v Doncaster Dragons 230 D;Ley Gl By oA 4
29 BarrowRaiders v OLDHAW 230 D ATEWSOR)y 1
JuLY M. GRADY 3
6 OLDHAM v LeighCenturions 230 e
, K. LANCASHIRE 4 2 2 4
21 Whitehaven v OLDHAM 1.00 D.H 1 3 1 4
27 OLDHAM v BamowRaiders  2.30 ghrn
’ N. GRENNAN 1
AUGUST A. MURRAY 3
3 OLDHAM v Dewsbury Rams 2.30 M. McDermOTT 2 1
11 Leigh Centurions v OLDHAM 12.45 J. BrassingTon 1 2
18  Workington Town v OLDHAM 1.00 R. HoLuic 2
SEPTEMBER T.Lansman 2 10 =3 12
1 Doncaster Dragons v OLDHAM 1.00 D. NANYN 1
8 Academy First Division Grand Final Play Offs W. CoweLL 1 3 12
21 Academy Championship Grand Final Play Offs D. Norcross 1
28 Academy First Division Grand Final M. SiBson 2 3 12
U21 ALLIANCE SPRING CUP RESULTS
Thursday ~ 14th February Dewsbury Rams (A) Won 18-12
Saturday 2nd March Rochdale Hornets (A) Lost 32-10
Saturday ~ 22nd March Workington Town (H) Won 30-14
Saturday 30th March Batley Bulldogs (A) Lost 74-8
Saturday  6th April Rochdale Hornets (H) Lost 22-10
Saturday 13th April Batley Bulldogs (H) Won 48-20
Thursday ~ 25th April Batley Bulldogs (Semi Finals) (A) Lost 36-18
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IT WILL be interesting to see an evaluation
of the Buddies National Cup after it is all
over and the trophy has been presented. At
this stage | do not think that the dire
predictions of failure have been realised
and, of course, as we get to the knock out
stages interest will almost certainly
increase. To date attendances have,
generally, been below those for League
fixtures but today’s games have a lot riding
on them and could well offset some of the
shortfall. So, could it yet be that the
Buddies National Cup will prove a popular
competition? One thing is for certain the
two finalists and their supporters won't be
complaining: let’s face it the chance of
some silverware is always welcome and is
always a cause for celebration.

In the Eastern section Doncaster and
Hull KR are certain of qualification but
Featherstone could yet join them if they
beat Sheffield OR the Eagles could reverse
the situation if they can win and improve
their points difference.

In the Western section | expect
Whitehaven to go through by beating
Swinton, but one or other of Barrow and
Leigh may fail to qualify when the two meet
at Craven Park, especially if Workington
overcome Chorley by a big score. Then it
all comes down to points difference. If the
margin of victory at Craven Park is small
both sides could just scrape a place in the
knock out stages.

Huddersfield have run away with the
Central section and will be favourites to win
the overall competition. Oldham can join
them with a win today but a Batley victory
would give the Bulldogs a chance of
qualification possibly going to points
difference if, as expected, Rochdale defeat
Hunslet.

So, there you have it: as things have
turned out most clubs have something to
play for. And with a straight draw (to be
broadcast later this evening on Radio
Leeds) to follow any club lucky enough to
get two home tries could well progress to
the Final on May 26th.

The competition has also thrown up
some notable scoring achievements. In the
first group fixtures a rare hat-trick was
scored for Chorley by loose forward Wayne
Bloor. On the same day stand in Leigh
fullback Liam Bretherton also ran in three
tries and deputy kicker Mark McCully
landed eight goals to embark on a terrific
scoring run of 18 goals and two tries in four
games to date. Hull KR wingman Alex
Godfrey was also a hat-trick scorer against
Gateshead.

On the second week
| Barrow fullback Paul
| Salmon ran in three tries
against Swinton and

S & followed up with five
Ko | against Workington.

e Darren Holt landed 10

goals and then 6 in these

i fixtures, while winger
Paul Salmon Jamie Marshall also had

three tries at the Lions’
expense. Meanwhile Hull KR skipper Chris
Charles recorded two tries and six goals
against Sheffield and followed with two tries
and eight goals against Keighley. For
Oldham Gareth Barber had a personal best
of 26 points against Dewsbury via three
tries and seven goals. and for Featherstone
Gavin Swinson scored three tries at
Gateshead.

In the third round of games hat-tricks
continued thick and fast, Batley fullback
Craig Lingard grabbing three against
Hunslet and Huddersfield’s Paul Reilly
three against Dewsbury. (Doncaster’s Chris
Ross also had three in an NFP game
against Featherstone). With Jamie Rooney
also going in for three at Cougar Park in the
fourth round of games the bright weather
and firmer grounds had clearly contributed
to some ‘champagne’ rugby.

Players for whom the National Cup has
been a boon are Darren Holt (Barrow) 67
points; Chris Charles (Hull KR) 60; Jamie
Rooney (Featherstone) 60; Johnny
Woodcock (Doncaster) 48; Gareth Barber
(Oldham) 46; and Mark McCully (Leigh) 40.

12
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BATLEY BULLDOGS

TODAY'’S visitors to Hurst Cross are Batley,
founder members of the Northern Rugby
Football Union, and a club who in recent years
have made great strides off the pitch. They
have smartened up their Mount Pleasant
enclosure almost beyond recognition whilst at
the same time moving towards financial
stability. Much credit for this progress must go
to enthusiastic chairman Kevin Nicholas whose
intention now is to see the club repeat the
successes they enjoyed during the early years
of the game.

Batley were winners of the first Challenge
Cup competition in 1897, retained the trophy
twelve months later and then won it again in
1901. They were also Yorkshire Champions in
1899 but the success that Batley enjoyed
during that era has never been repeated. Indeed
Batley have never won the Challenge Cup since
lifting the trophy those three times in five years.
They were Yorkshire Cup winners in 1913 but
then had to wait until 1924 for their next piece
of silverware. They were Yorkshire Champions
that season and entertained Oldham in the
Championship play off. Batley demolished
Oldham 38-0 in that match and then beat Wigan
13-7 to clinch their only League Championship
success.

Since then Batley have won just one
trophy, the 1998 Trans Pennine Trophy
involving clubs from the Second Division. They
lost only one of their qualifying matches and
were rewarded with home advantage against
Oldham in the final. Playing down the notorious
Mount Pleasant slope in the first half, Batley
built up a 26-6 lead and held on in the second
half to register a 28-12 victory. The attendance
at that final was a creditable 2,696 and it would
surely have been much bigger but for the fact
that the Rugby Football League, in their infinite
wisdom, had arranged an international fixture
on the very same afternoon.

Batley have only an outside chance of
further progress in this Buddies League Cup
competition but they are hopeful of clinching a
spot in next season’s National League Division
One. The players Batley hope will achieve that
objective include the following:-

PAUL STOREY (Head Coach) Made his debut in
the Yorkshire Cup Semi Final defeat at Castleford
in 1981. In total he made 277 appearances
(standing 17th in the all time appearance chart for
the club) and was voted Player of the Year 1983-84
and 1985-86. he took over the coaching reins last
season from David Ward, having previously been
the Alliance Coach.

CRAIG LINGARD Age 24 Star fullback who has
scored 48 tries in 80 appearances. The former
Sheffield Eagle was voted Player of the Year in
1999-2000 and joint Player of the Year in 2000-01.

His match winning hattrick of tries against
Dewsbury Rams proved to be the highlight of last
season.
PAUL GLEADHILL Age 26 Ex Leeds and
Featherstone Rovers wingman who passed a
century of appearances for the club last season. A
firm favourite with the crowds who currently stands
on 44 tries at The Mount.
ROGER SIMPSON A popular
utility player who joined the
club in 1996 from Bradford
Bulls as part of the Glen
Tomlinson transfer deal. An ex-
Great Britain International.
‘| Roger has amassed 51 tries as
a Bulldogs player and is a firm
favourite with the fans -
esKecially the women!
DANNY MAUN Age 20. Ex
Wigan centre. Danny made the
right centre position his own in
his first year at the club, before
injury brought an abrupt end to his season. Great
things are expected from Danny this time.
LEON WILLIAMSON Joined recently from
Gateshead. Ex Dewsbury. Has made a very
promising start.
RYAN HORSLEY A former Wakefield and
Featherstone Rovers utility player who impressed
in his first season with Batley last year. He
appeared in all of the club’s 30 games registering 5
tries.
CHRIS HOUGH Age 20. A recent signing from
Rochdale Hornets. He can play either as a halfback
or in the hooking position.
ANDY SPINK Age 22. A tough tackling back row
forward who has recently joined the club from
Dewsbury Rams in the close season. Should figure
prominently in the first team squad.
KRIS LYTHE 18 years old joined Batley to play ‘A’
team as a 16 year old. Now grabbed a spot in the
first team. Earlier promise now been realised.
STEVE HILL Prop forward joined Batley from York
recently. Has made a solid start. Keeps going. An
asset to the team.
DAVID ROUKE Age 20. A second row forward in
his second spell with the Bulldogs. He previously
made his debut against York in season 2000. He
arrived from Huddersfield Giants in the close
season.
WILL CARTLEDGE A local product who broke into
the first team last season, winning the Man of the
Match in the victory against Dewsbury Rams. The
former Knottingley Rockware second row forward
has made 31 appearances to date scoring 3 tries in
the process.
MARK TOOHEY Signed from Batley Boys,
progressed into Alliance and then first team. Now
playing really well.

Roger Simpson
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. . . with Brian Walker

NEW ROUGHYEDS PHOTOGRAPHIC HISTORY
HELP NEEDED!!

THE OLDHAM RUGBY LEAGUE
TRUST are hoping to publish a
comprehensive photographic record
of the club from its very conception
way back in 1876 straight through to,
and including, this current season with
the intention to include not just the
usual team and action shots but also
to cover other aspects surrounding
rugby club life, serious or humorous!

The trust has a fine collection of
photographs many previously
unpublished BUT it is intended that
the new book will be a
BLOCKBUSTER of a publication
including upto 1000 images.

So if you have any photographs

from ANY period in the clubs history,
taken either professionally or by your
very own camera we would love to
take a look. Like | say the
photographs need not be formal and
can be of any aspect relating to
ORLFC.

If the photographs are included
they will be returned as soon as the
layout of the book is formalised.

SO PLEASE RING
MIKE TURNER ON 0161 620 6005
MICK HARROP ON 0161 624 6999
DAVE WHITEHEAD ON 0161 633 7741
or BRIAN WALKER ON 01457 875084

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(sponsorep By J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Left to right: Alan Davies 1950-62, Bob Irving 1964-74, Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bernard Ganley 1950-61, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, John Etty 1954-59, Herman Hilton 1913-26, Joe Ferguson 1899-23

The entertaining Hall of Fame CD has now been launched and has received excellent
reviews and Kevin Fitzpatrick still has copies available
so ring him on 01457 820050.
Price £9.99 collected. £10.99 inc postage and packaging delivered.
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WiT & Wisbom FRoMm AROUND THE WORLD
PROVERB: A closed mouth gathers no foot
STAR PLAYER: Glaciers move faster
ANOTHER STAR PLAYER: He is a good decoy, we'll take him duck hunting.
COACHES OPINION: My players have AIDS: Acquired Intelligence Deficiency Syndrome.

ON A POOR PACK PERFORMANCE: If the meek are going to inherit the earth our forwards
are going to be land barons.

INJURED WINGMAN: His knee and ankle are that bad he can’t even limp. (One for lan
Millward to remember here!)

NEW CONTRACT: | got a million dollar offer from my football club...a dollar a year for a
million years.

TRIALIST: You're very deceptive, son - you're even slower than you look.

AWKWARD PLAYER: He’s a beautifully balanced player - he’s got a chip on both shoulders.
MOTIVATION: Anybody who goes to see a psychiatrist should have his head examined.

TO SIGN OR NOT: I'll give you a definite maybe.

COACH TO PLAYER: I'm playing you £50,000 a year to make some tackles on that
wingman”. PLAYER TO COACH: ‘Boss he’s getting £100,000 a year to see that | don’t”.

REWARDS: A coach when asked what he admired most about a certain player replied: his
contract.

JASON CLEGG (with apologies) In Japan they worship bodies like mine.

SPECTATORS: Like the old saying - you can fool some of the people all of the time...those
are the ones we're looking for.

GRAHAM THORPE: There was the husband who got suspicious after he and his wife moved
out of town - and discovered they still had the same window cleaner.

PROP FORWARD: He was so ugly as a kid his parents tied pork chops round his neck so the
dog would play with him.

DIET: No matter how many zoos you visit you never see a fat monkey (on why bananas and
coconuts are good for you).

YORK COACH: After a loss | sleep like a baby: | wake up any cry every two hours.
1970’s COACH: | want my players to have my personality - unfriendly, surly and arrogant.

BATLEY: It was a very small town, so small in fact that the number one industry there was
taking bottles back to the corner store.

ALEX MURPHY: ‘Coach | understand Van Vollenhoven’s being paid in the close season and
I'm not'. COACH: ‘Well Alex he’s a better player than you” MURPHY: ‘Not in the close season
he’s not!”

PLAYBOY SECOND ROW: ‘Ninety per cent of my money I'll spend on good times, women
and drink. The other ten per cent I'll probably waste.”
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Jlientazl’s

... from the pen of Michael Turner

TODAY we welcome the players, officials and
supporters of the Batley club for what is
anticipated to be a keenly fought contest in
order to progress to the next phase of the
national league cup competition. For the
featured match we go way back to New Years
Day 1915. | have decided to put the spotlight
on this encounter after recently coming across
a match report for the game.

The action took place at Mount Pleasant
and the report stated that the game was
played in miserable weather that kept the
attendance down to just over 1,000. The
ground was soft after heavy rain with large
pools of water on the playing surface.

Batley won the toss and elected to receive
the ball. Joe Ferguson kicked off and Oldham
managed to contain the home team in their
own half of the field. The early stages of the
game belonged almost entirely to the
Roughyeds with Tommy Jones, Frank
Holbrook and Bill Thomas (twice) being
stopped just short of the Batley line. A penalty

Thomas Jones Welsh-born Oldham winger who died in the
First World War.
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attempt by Ferguson looked like giving
Oldham the lead but the strong wind blew the
ball back when it was almost over the bar. As
the half progressed Batley eventually came
more into the match and it took good defensive
work by full back Jim Parkinson to keep out the
home side. Just before the interval several
scrimmages were contested near the Oldham
line but the visitors held on to go in level with
no score to either side.

The second half was a reverse of the first
period with Batley assuming the ascendancy
early on and pressurising the Oldham
defence. Eventually a grand clearing kick from
Parkinson gained valuable ground for the
visitors. Both the Oldham centres, Viv
Farnsworth and Evan Davies looked
dangerous as once again Oldham sought to
take control. Batley fought back and clever
play from Hill and Loughlin almost led to a
score for the Yorkshiremen. The to and fro
nature of the game continued throughout the
second half with both teams playing some
attractive rugby despite the harsh conditions.
Oldham had the most chances but another
Ferguson penalty attempt fell short and the
match finished with Parkinson again coming to
the Roughyeds rescue by foiling a Batley
attack in the closing seconds. So the match
ended in a scoreless draw. Oldham had earlier
won their home fixture against the “Gallant
Youths” by 22 - 4 at Watersheddings the
previous October.

OLDHAM:

J Parkinson; F Holbrook, E Davies, V
Farnsworth, T Jones; W Farnsworth, A
Edwards; A West, J Ferguson, G Liversedge,
W Jardine, W Thomas, D Holland.

BATLEY:

Lyons; Loughlin, Brannan, Parker, Bevan;
Lockwood, Thomas; Battersby, Hill, Johnson,
Judge, Thompson, Wild.

A sad post-script to the game, which as
you can see from the date was played in the
season before competitive rugby was
suspended for the duration of the first world
war, is that the 1914-18 conflict claimed the
lives of three of the Oldham players who
represented the cub at Mount Pleasant that
day, Tommy Jones, Arthur West and Bill
Jardine.
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A Chance to Meet . . . Jason CLEGG
with David McGealy, Radio Cavell 1350AM

Jason welcome fo “A Chance to Meet”. Let's find
out something about yourself. First of all where
and when were you born and who’s in your
family?

1 was born at Birch Hill Hospital, Rochdale and
I've got a brother, Jonathan who's older than me.
So when did you first get interested in Rugby
League, or what's your first memory of Rugby
League?

Well | first started playing Rugby Union
actually at the back of Hollingworth Lake at
Littleborough. | had a bet with one of the lads at
school who used to play Union that | could play. So
| turned up on the Sunday to have a run out with
them all and | was absolutely shocking! So how old
were you then? | was about thirteen or fourteen. So
Rugby Union was you first contact. There was no
going near the Rochdale Hornets Club then? No,
not at all, no. It's not exactly my kind of scene
Rochdale Hornets.

What about Rugby League, when did you first get
interested, or involved, with that?

| watched Littleborough Amateur Rugby
League playing in a final when | was about nineteen
or twenty and | thought | fancied a change so | just
went down to have a run out with them to see how
it went on. You make it sound so easy as if I'll just
pop along and get in the team. Where did they
have you playing first of all? Well | tried to get
them to play me at Stand-off, but they saw me as a
Prop so that's as far as I've ever got. Always played
Prop then? Yes. But you still see yourself as a
Stand-off? Yes, | think I've got the skills that are
needed these days for the modern Stand-off.
(laughter)

You were playing amateur rugby league, when did
the first professional club come along and who
was it?

Actually Rochdale Hornets did come along
when [ wias about twenty one. One of the Directors
came up and said he'd have a chat with me in the
summer, but he never bothered turning up! Then |
was playing in the Challenge Cup against Red Hill,
and a Bradford scout came along there, watched me
and took me to Bradford on a ‘trial’ basis. How did
you find that? | was really impressed at the fact that
they came down to watch and it helped that | got the
man of the match award. It may also have helped
that we got four or five sent off during the game
itself! | think they only took me because | was the
only one left on the pitch. Well | went to Bradford,

had a few trial games and Peter Fox decided to sign
me.

You must have been well set up at that time,
Bradford have never been never been a ‘small
club’ by any stretch of the imagination, have they?

No, | was pleased when Bradford came in and
put an offer on the table. That's when Rochdale
Hornets came back with another offer. But | thought
| never fancied going to Rochdale to be honest. |
went to Bradford instead.

When you were at Bradford which teams did you
play for?

| first started playing with the Bradford
Alliance, it was Northern then before it became the
Bulls. What year, roughly? About 94 or 95, seven or
eight years ago. So you started in the Alliance, did
you ever get through to the first team? Yes. Peter
Fox with his strategy for playing. He used to have
his old team at the time. When the Australians came
over touring in 94 that was my debut for the first
team! | played eighty minutes against Australia’s
national side! A nice peaceful game to start off with!
How did you perform in that game? | loved the first
half, that was brilliant. The second half we started
getting a bit of a knocking about. | thought it was
time to come off now but Peter Fox had other ideas
and left me on for the full eighty! Very kind of him!
How long were you at Bradford and where did you
move fo from there?

| did three years at Bradford then | went on
loan to Batley for about half a season. A bit of a
change that from Bradford to Batley? Yes. I'd done
the first twelve months under Peter Fox and played
about eight or nine times and then the year after
they introduced Brian Smith and Matthew Elliot and
the full-time pro’s and changed to the Bradford
Bulls. They didn’t see me as being a full time player
so | had to go and find somewhere else to play.

So off to Batley. Why Batley?

They just phoned me up on a Friday night and
said “Do you fancy coming down?” | said “Why
not? | fancy a run about.” Where from there? Well
1'd also been talking to Paddy Kirwan when he was
at Oldham Bears and he was trying to get me down
there, but it was all up in the air. When the Bears
folded and Paddy took over Oldham he still had my
number and he asked me if | still fancied a run out?
So | said Yes I'll come over. Were you still living in
the Littleborough area? Yes I've always been just
over the hill' in Littleborough.

Who's been the greatest influence on you in

Rugby League?

I don’t really think I've had anybody influence
me to be honest. There’s never been a coach or
player or anybody. | just play my own game. [ just
come outand enjoy it. As long as I've got a smile on
my face | don't mind.

You mentioned the Australians on your debut but
other than that what was your most memorable
moment so far in rugby league?

That would probably be my first team debut
against Wigan at Central Park. Another one of the
good easy games! | think he liked to throw me in at
the deep end to see if | could sink or swim. The
answer was? We sank first half, | think we were
thirty four - two down at half time. | came on and we
won the second half so | must have been an
inspirational substitution.

Greatest achievement so far?

| don't really know. | just enjoy playing for
Oldham'’s first team and it doesn't really bother me,
I've no further ambition to be honest to go any
further. You just enjoy playing your game? Yes |
do. As long as I'm laughing and joking that keeps
me happy. But it’s a physical game prop forward,
how do you laugh and joke through that? The
knocks is part of the fun of it. When someone gives
you a crack and you have a laugh at them and I've
managed to keep my ‘good looks’ even playing for
ten years in the front row, so it's not been too bad.
It's not all held in with glue
If that was the most memorable moment, what is
your worst memory of rughy league? A game
where you've come off and thought “Oh no!”

| think the worst moment has to be losing the

Grand Final last year. We didn't do ourselves justice.
1 think we'd played well up to the Grand Final, but in
the final we just didn’t perform at all. To make
matters worse a lot of neutrals saw it on TV and
thought that's how Oldham are. They're not a good
side at all. We didn't really do ourselves justice and
we just didn't play at all that game. That's probably
the worst moment. But there’s not really been bad
moments | mean, you lose a game but there’s
always winners and losers every time. You've just
got to pick yourself up and dust yourself down, and
go again.
Talking to you Jason it’s obvious why your
described as a character but | want to know about
the most amusing incident you've ever seen? You
said about laughing when someone gives you a
crack. Is there anyone who can't take that sbri of
aresponse?

| don't remember any specific moments in a
game. Just bits of fun and games, here and there,
when your mate makes a cock-up and everyones
trying to ‘pick them up’ and I'm going in their ear

Let your Jobcentre work for you

With 50,000 new jobs coming on to our books every week, we can
help you find the job you want. If you are out of work and looking
for a full or part time job, call in at your local Jobcentre or telephone

Employment Service Direct on: 0845 6060 234

You can also search online through our entire jobs database at
the Jobcentre Plus website: www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk JobCentre
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like, whispering something stupid just to really put
them off.
Now virtually every player at the Oldham club
when I've asked them who the higgest character
is they've mentioned yourself. So if | was to ask
you who the biggest character you've played with,
or been at a club with who would you nominate?

There’s been one or two. There's John Hamer
at Bradford he was a big character. Another front
row colleague and without question a character is
Roundy, Paul Round. Crazy, absolutely crazy!
Whether he was in the changing rooms or out for a
night, anywhere he was just “unpredictable”.
Unpredictable, | think we'll leave it at that rather
than going into details. Yes, we wont open any
closets and that, we'll just leave it there | think!
Now the final thing | need to ask you about is your
singing ability. | believe that you're one of the
worlds greatest singers. But it didn't sound like
that outside the Civic Centre last year.

| couldn’t carry a tune in a bucket to be
honest. | don't know why they got me to sing. It
must be something to do with the influence of one
or two Budweisers during the day that, sort of,
clouded my judgement and made me decide to
sing. | don’t know. Farrell, Phil, put me up on it
didn’t he? God knows why | ever opened my mouth,
even to this day! You just went along with it didn’t
you? Yes, well never mind its .... alcohol has this
strange effect on you doesn't it?
Final question, your ambition? How old are you
now?

That's a difficult question to ask these days,
I've not decided how old I'm going to be yet. | think
I'm just pushing 28! What's your ambition in
Rugby League? What would you like to achieve?
What's he laughing for? Because I've said twenty
eight? He's walked away Roger (Halstead). Maybe if
Oldham do get promoted to Super League I'm the
wrong age now to be looking to be going to play full
time Super League. | mean, we raised our game
against St Helens but that was just for one game.
You know, you've got to take them knocks week in
and week out. | don'’t know. As long as Oldham are
successful, maybe get a Grand Final winners medal.
A testimonial, anything like that. A double
Testimonial. Just enjoy playing rugby? Yeah, yeah.
As | say there’s no point in playing if you don’t enjoy
it. It's hard enough when you've got to drag yourself
to training four or five times a week. But you've got
to do it with a smile on your face, otherwise there’s
not much point in doing it is there?

This interview will be broadcast in full on Radio
Cavell - 1350AM next Friday during “Sports
Week" between 5-00 and 6-00pm.

For the best coverage of the Northern
Ford Premiership...Every Monday.

NORTHERN
FORD

g BUGBY
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The power & protection

behind Britains top rugby players

Britains most popular and effective
sports nutrition brand for achieving your
physique and performance goals..

Improved rehydration
Pack on muscle size
Increase raw strength

Develop explosive power Safe,
natural, legal
& drug free

supplements

Lose excess bodyfat
Increase energy
Gain increased mental focus

Boost your immune system

Whatever your goals... You'll find numerous
scientifically proven supplements specific
to your training & physique goals.

3 easy ways to contact and buy from us...

*1) Maximuscle supplements are available from
JJB, L.A fitness, workout world, Asda. GNC,
Health & diet, Unichem, AHA, lillywhites, Naafi
stores and all good gyms, sports and health
food shops.

2) Call us today for your FREE 96 page colour
catalogue. Tel: 01923 650 600

3) Visit the best sports nutrition site on the web:
www.maximuscle.com

woww.maximuscle.com
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“The best tasting alternative to normal
food you’ve ever tried...”

Have you ever tried eating more of the right
foods, only to find that you didn’t have the time
to shop for, cook and prepare healthy meals?

Eventually, most people realise that trying to eat a healthy diet in today's
frantic world is next to impossible. What they don't realise is how easy it
can be - simply by using a meal replacement bar once or twice a day.

Think of it like this.

Imagine taking a shopping trolley full of food, and extracting the good
things your body needs - lean protein, energy rich carbohydrate, vitamins,
minerals and fibre - and putting it all in one place. How much easier
would your life be if you could get all these valuable nutrients from just
one meal? A meal that gave you all the convenience of a fast food without
the excess calories, saturated fat and unhealthy sugars.

That's exactly what a Max Meal bar offers - a great tasting nutrition bar
that makes it easy and simple to eat correctly. Max Meal bars are
smothered in real dark Belgian chocolate (milk free), so you can enjoy the
taste of chocolate without feeling guilty. After months of taste testing,
Max-Meal Bars are now available in delicious strawberry flavour. The light
fluffy strawberry centre lets you enjoy the taste of chocolate and get your
high quality whey protein without feeling guilty!

Each Max Meal bar contains more high quality lean protein (22 grams) than
you'll find in a chicken breast, together with the same kind of special
healthy fats you'll get from fish such as salmon or mackerel [1]. Moreover,

a Max Meal bar contains many of the same vitamins and minerals found in
fruit and vegetables - so you don't have to worry about a vitamin deficiency
[2,3,4]. Max Meal bars also contain a special type of lactose reduced milk
protein — which means zero stomach upsets and flatulence.

A Max Meal bar also offers exceptional value for money. Compare the price
of a Max Meal bar to the cost of buying a soggy cheese sandwich and you'll
find it not only cheaper in most cases, but more filling, tasty and satisfying.

If you want to feed your body with the nutrients it needs to burn fat and build
muscle, make sure to include one or two Max Meal bars in your diet each
day - it's a healthy fast food that will make eating correctly a whole lot easier.
Buy a box today and stick them in your car, bike, jacket pocket or gym bag.
You'll always have high quality nutrition whenever you need it.

A box of 12 Max Meal bars come with a ‘no-hassle’ 100% money back

guarantee of satisfaction®. To order, call Maximuscle today on 01923 650600.
You can also visit Europe's largest sports nutrition web site at =7
www.maximuscle.com.

* In accordance with the guarantee in the catalogue and shown on www.maximuscle.com

Maximuscle supplements can be
purchased from...

1. All good health food shops, gyms
and chemist, including GNC, JJB,
Asda, L.A Fitness & many more!

2. Alternatively, if you don't like shopping and
want your order within 48 hours, you can
order from Europe's
largest sports nutrition website:
www.Maximuscle.com

5 3. Or from the Maximuscle customer service line on:

01923 650600
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Wilsom’s Wisd

| HAD a dream last night. Usually | have
nightmares - some about the varied
reasons for my continuing failures to
break three figures on the golf course,
which will be of no interest at all to
readers; others about a whole series of
Oldham RLFC catastrophes over the past
forty odd years may be of interest to
some, but only in the same sort of
macabre sense that the coroner’s office
finds details of the latest gruesome
murder of interest, | suspect.

But what about the dream? It seemed
- my recall is less than fully complete - to
be taking place some time in the future. A
silver haired elderly gentleman - Sir Chris
Hamilton, | think he was announced as,
was addressing a 25,000 crowd which
packed the sparkling new
Watersheddings Stadium. The seats in
the upper tier of the four stands were
packed, and the safely designed terraces
beneath resounded to the cheers of
thousands, men, women and children, all
bedecked in red and white, bathing in the
autumn sunshine, which enabled the
stadium’s retractable roof to be opened.

There were two huge cups on the
podium in front of the speaker. | was
sitting in the press box area in The Roger
Halstead stand - in a fans ballot, the other
option, “The Jim Quinn Stand”, has hardly
got a vote, and Sir Chris was reminiscing
about the ‘Old Days’. Then, he recalled
with a shudder, the Club had been
reduced to playing some games at the
now sadly decayed Boundary Park
Ground, where, a few hundred still loyally
followed the local Beazer Homes League
11 a-side soccer team. He also recalled
his first few seasons as Chairman, when
a bunch of students and local ex-
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... with lan Wilson
amateurs guided by such Hall of Fame
heroes as Leo Casey and John Hough,
kept the club going on the field, and a
thousand or so supporters provided the
off-field support which had resulted
eventually in the triumphs which were
being celebrated that day.

He then turned to some of the
highlights of the season which had
finished in such triumph the day before.
Before the Grand Final Victory of course,
had come the first ever passage to the
Cup Final, and the triumphant after match
walk of the fans away from the Rodney
Walker Stadium down Wembley Way. The
easy win over national League Three
Side, Wigan, then the away victories at
Cardiff and Toulouse, then the semi-final
come back in the nail biter against
Rochdale, and then the final triumph itself
over the odds on favourites, the mighty
Chorley. What a run!

And then the League roller coaster.
The first team ever to win from 5th place
in the play-off series. And the first team to
win the Grand Final with a side containing
no overseas players. An easy first round
defeat of Cheshire Widnes (Warrington as
was).

The last minute triumph over third
placed Rochdale at Post Office Road. The
final eliminator win at league leaders
Chorley: how they must be sick of the
sight of Oldham. And then the Grand
Final itself, and the 50 point win against
Paris, revenge indeed for the defeat there
in 1997, which condemned us to so many
years out of Super League.

Then | woke up, got out the notepad
for Batley, home, in the National Cup,
2002.

22




Advértiser

OLDHAM oo

Metropolitan Borough [J

Picturered left is
RICHARD
COWLING

who was the
mascot for the
Good Friday
game against
Rochdale.

Picturered left is
5 year old
CAMERON
CLARE
who was the
mascot for the
Easter Tuesday
game against
Dewsbury Rams.
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Oldham Labour
Party
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for |
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Oldham Labour Group
Civic Centre Oldham

0161 911 4037 0161 331 9307

Michael Meacher MP

Oldham West & Royton

0161 626 5779

Phil Woolas MP

Oldham East &
Saddleworth

0161 624 4248
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Amateur Album

eevo.o.....WITH DON YATES

YESTERDAY the Rugby League
Conference kicked off it fifth season of
summer rugby. It involves clubs spread
throughout England and at Cardiff in
South Wales. The 30 clubs are split into
six regional divisions as follows:

North: Chester Wolves, Crewe Wolves,
Derby City, Manchester Knights and
Rotherham Giants.

North East: Bridlington Bulls, Durham
Tigers, Newcastle, Sunderland City &
Teeside Steelers.

Midlands: Birmingham Bulldogs,
Coventry Bears, Leicester Phoenix,
Nottingham Outlaws & Wolverhampton
Wizards.

East: Bedford Swifts, Cambridge Eagles,
Ipswich Rhinos, Luton Vipers & St. Albans
Centurions.

South: Crawley Jets, Kingston Warriors,
North London Skolars, South London
Storm & West London Sharks.

Central South: Cardiff Demons,
Gloucestershire Warriors, Hemel Stags,
Oxford Cavaliers & Worcestershire Saints.
Each club plays the other four clubs in
their division home and away and they
also play home and away matches
against an equivalently ranked club from
the nearest other geographical division.
Local club Manchester Knights will play
Bridlington Bulls from the North East
Division. They will once again be playing
at Dukinfield RUFC and their fixtures in
the opening phase of the competition are
as follows:

Saturday 4th May
Chester Wolves (home)
Saturday 11th May
Crewe Wolves (away)
Saturday 18th May
Bridlington Bulls (home)
Saturday 25th May
Rotherham Giants (home)
Saturday 1st June
Derby City (away)
Saturday 8th June
Chester Wolves (home)

Saturday 22nd June
Crewe Wolves (home)
Saturday 29th June
Bridlington Bulls (away)
Saturday 6th July
Rotherham Giants (away)
Saturday 13th July
Derby City (home)

After these matches have been
completed, the top three clubs in each
division will go forward to the Grand Final
Play-Off Series. For this phase of the
competition three new divisions will be
formed, these being South & Central
South, Midlands & East and North & North
East. Clubs who reach this phase will play
four matches and the three leading clubs
together with the best runners up will
contest the semi-finals.

Those semi-finals will be played at the
Prince of Wales Stadium, Cheltenham on
Saturday 24th August and at Hillsborough
Arena on Sunday 25th August. The Grand
Final will be staged either on Saturday 7th
or Sunday 8th September at a venue yet
to be decided. It is a very important
campaign because next year it is
proposed that ten clubs from the Rugby
League Conference will form National
Division Three (Development) in the
Rugby Football League’s pyramid
structure. During this 2002 season clubs
will be assessed on quality standards
surrounding the viability of the club and
not just its playing performance.

As predicted in this column last
month, the National League Division
Three, which the Rugby Football League
hoped would be made up of established
BARLA clubs, looks to have fallen
through. | understand that the only
National Conference club to have
definitely applied are Dudley Hill. Local
clubs St. Annes and Waterhead made
enquires as to structure and conditions of
entry but it seems highly likely that they
will remain in the National Conference
League.
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OLDHAM RUGBY'’S ELITE

Members of this exclusive supporter’s group would receive:-

» An ‘Elite’ membership card

» Receive 5% discount in ORLFC’s Club Shop on production of membership card

» Quarterly newsletters

« Priority for Cup match tickets

+ Discount on all ‘Elite’ Functions & Trips

+ Help pick the ‘Elite’ Player of the Year

+ An extra 5% discount (over and above any other discount) on season tickets

+ Anyone joining the ‘Elite’ and ‘The Saturday Yankee’ at the same time will receive
their first month in the lottery free!

« Priority on all new merchandise in the club shop (ie replica shirts)

« Discount on away travel

+ 5% Discount at Tymbuktu Health & Beauty Clinic (126, Yorkshire Street, Oldham. Tel.
0161 624 5667) on all treatments and products on production of membership card.

[ e e i e

SEASON 2002 MEMBERSHIP FORM
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| AAATES ST ] ol i sernnnsmnrnensnsshasssrminssassebabeb i idt i o s | e nroos St i
| POSICOAEIEEIVII T Vi | s s R e |

I TelephoneINOSE i adinnn it panmuminrnra s anwesatassrnit
L

e e e e ot s S e et s s e

Roughyeds website address: www.roughyeds.co.uk

Toe Rovenyens ORLFC Crus MERCHANDISE
64 UNION STREET, TEL: 0161 627 2141
OPENING HOURS MON-FRI 9AM - 4PM - SAT 9AM - 1PM (FULLY STAFFED)
COME & SEE OUR LATEST OFFICIAL CLUB MERCHANDISE

NeEw IN PoLo’s RED & BLUE WITH CREST £15.00 « NEw IN FuLL zIP
FLEECE WITH CREST £30.00 * NEw IN MATCHDAY JACKETS £38.99

DoN'T FORGET THE RoUGHYED BEANIES IN ALL 4 CLuB COLOURS
£6 EACH OR ALL 4 For £20.00

BussLE COATS £36.00 PU JACKETS £32.99
LADIES WATERPROOF JACKETS £30.00 ADULT FLEECES £36.00
HoobeD ROUGHYEDS FLEECES £24.00 CRESTED SEAT COVERS £16.99
T-SHIRTS £10.99

ROUGHYEDS RAINJACKETS £20.00 HeIE SHoMS e
LADIES SAILOR JACKETS (CResTED) ~ £30.00  HOME SOCKS £4.99
CHILDREN'S TACKSUIT PANTS £18.00  WHISKY GLASSES £3.50 - £4.00
CHILDREN'S TRACKSUITS £36.00 PINT/HALF PINT GLASSES £3.50 - £4.00
NEeck FLEECES £22.00  SyPERMARKET TROLLEY KEY RINGS £2.99
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The Whistle Blower

ceerernnenn...With Sam Shepherd

1907

THE New Zealand tourists arrived at
Folkstone (by sea) on September 30th and
travelled to Leeds the next day.

At the official reception, Mr Joseph Platt
(of Oldham) secretary of the Rugby Football
Union, read out a letter from the newly
formed New South Wales Rugby Football
Union, asking for 50 copies of the Northern
Union rule book and suggesting that tours
should be arranged with Australia.

The Northern Union decided to use
some of the games for propaganda
purposes and arranged games at
CHELSEA, CHELTENHAM and Aberdare.
New Zealand agreed to play at Barrow on
Christmas Day but had to cancel because
they had previously agreed with the N.U.
that no fixtures would be arranged outside
the official programme.

The minimum admission to the tour
games was fixed at one shilling, plus an
extra two shillings for the covered stand.
These prices were double those normally
charged. Although clubs were forbidden to
approach the tourists until the end of the
tour, it was rumoured that some would
remain in England.

The tourists lost 14 of their 35 games
but ended with a run of 4 wins including the
second and third tests which enabled them
to claim the Ashes. The decider was played
at Cheltenham before a poor crowd.

On February 22nd, Oldham lost their
first game of the season. In the previous 30
games only 2 clubs had managed to hold
them to a draw.

REFEREES IN TROUBLE

At the end of the Huddersfield v Broughton
Rangers game, there was a demonstration
against the referee. He eventually left the
ground disguised as a policeman but as he
was not wearing regulation trousers and

boots, his disguise was seen through and he
was pelted with snowballs.

After a period of extremely bad weather,
the Northern Rugby League decided that, if
necessary, a game could be played in four
quarters instead of two halves.

In the Hunslet v Merthyr Tydfil game the
referee was kicked by a spectator who had a
court summons for the offence. Hunslet were
ordered to post warning notices and pay the
court costs.

On April 19th, Bramley were ordered to
play their next two home games AWAY
because of stone throwing. Three days later
five players were sent off the first half of the
Batley v Huddersfield game.

Two days before they appeared in the
Northern Union Cup Final, Hunslet were
fined £10 for not fielding a full strength side
in a league game. They finished the season
winning the Northern Union Cup, Yorkshire
Cup, Northern Rugby League Championship
and the Yorkshire League.

Their goalkicker, Albert Goldthorpe,
became the first player to kick 100 goals in a
season.

1909-10

A record crowd of 22,000 saw Huddersfield
beat Batley in the Yorkshire Cup Final, but
even that was far short of the 28,600
attendance for the Huddersfield v Halifax
semi final.

Problems arose over the replay for the
Cumberland v Yorkshire match. For financial
reasons, Cumberland wanted the game
played at Oldham or Wigan and offered
Yorkshire £10 as half share of the first game
at Mary Port. Yorkshire wanted to play the
game in Cumberland and asked for £25
towards expenses.

The Northern Union decided that as the
counties could not reach agreement then
they would be declared joint champions.
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ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Business & OLDHAM R.L.F.C. in Oldham & Tameside
Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation problems contact:
Hyde — Stephen Howard 0161 - 366 6535 - Ashton — John Mills 0161 - 339 6140
Oldham — David Savidge 0161 - 624 2550 - Failsworth — Peter Scholes 0161 681 5600
AMH Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

AMH

Secondhand tiles and slates

I_a IS d owne bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken
R f i n All materials can be picked up
O O I g and delivered
Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

S U pp I ieS I_td : Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

< PILGRIM

INTERNATIONA L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

www.pilgrim-international.co.uk
120161 785 7700

VNV O 1 g for o bBrniglhritein i Crt o <

Suumsat Wﬁmd]@)ws

PVCu Windows, Doors & Conservatories

SUNSET WINDOWS LIMITED, WADDINGTON STREET, OLDHAM OL9 6QH
Tel. 0161 624 5962 - Fax 0161 627 5094
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SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF SCHOOL
UNIFORM AT BEST PRICES

Personal Service Guaranteed
Mail Order & Delivery Service
Available

.
g

PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE
93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7JJ

Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 HR ANSWERPHONE
e.mail: saddsports @excite.co.uk
www.saddleworthsports.co.uk

EASY PARKING * VISA * MASTERCARD * SWITCH *
DELTA * SOLO * AMEX

WE’ve CURED

HEADACHES FOR
THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers
of upholstery
fillings for over
a century, Platt
& Hill make

S ool

Ta HILL

= foam and fibre
fillings of the
highest quality
LR right here in
Oldham.
Platt & Hill

Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
Oldham OL8 2LZ

Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408
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CANTONESE RESTAURANT

Manchester Road -

ossley OLS5 9QW
Tel: 01457 839638|/ 01457 834169




Topric OF THE DAy

«««THE 100 GREATEST RuGBY LEAGUE PLAYERS - EVER! (wer, 1951 to 2001)

30 JONATHAN DAVIES. Wembley, 22nd October
1994, Great Britain v Australia. After 25 minutes Shaun
Edwards is dismissed for pole-axeing Bradley Clyde.
Can Britain possibly win from such a position? On 36
minutes Jonathan Davies provided the answer. Dennis
Betts served the British fullback whose dummy to
Connolly was taken by Renouf and Fittler allowing the
Welshman to glide away on an arcing run to the corner
flag for a try which left Brett Mullins dead for pace and
effectively won the match. | never tire of seeing the
replay. And it sums up the magic of one of the finest
players ever to grace both codes of rugby. And, another
for the memory bank, Davies running the length of the
field for Widnes in the snow at Watersheddings
Wednesday 22.3.89. What a player!

29 ALAN DAVIES. Same
name, different era. And there
will be those Oldham
followers who will remember
him much better than 1. Leigh
born Davies is the most
capped player ever to
represent the Roughyeds (20
caps). In the ten years
between 1950 and 1960
when he departed for Wigan
Davies GRACED (and the
word is well chosen) the
Watersheddings arena. A
complete footballer in defence
or on attack he was one of the best centre
threequarters of his day in an era of top class centres.
28 CLIFF WATSON. Cliff Watson lived in
Kingswinford in the Midlands having been born in
London. He answered an advert placed by St. Helens in
a Midlands newspaper and the rest, as they say, is
history. Watson made his Saints debut in 1960 and
went on to become one of the best props ever to wear a
Great Britain shirt, 30 international caps testify that
there was no better nor tougher front-row operator in
the game. Toured in 1966 and 1970 and in 1968 for the
World Cup and became Saints’ captain in 1970. He was
so good he emigrated to Australia to play for Cronulla in
1971.

27 PAUL CHARLTON. Last season Neil Turley of
Leigh broke Paul Charlton’s 30 year old record for tries
in a season by a fullback. The difference, of course, is
that nearly all Charlton’s tries were scored against
better class opposition and he will always be
remembered as one of the greatest attacking fullbacks
in the game. Starting at Workington, a £13,000 transfer
fee lured him to the Willows in 1969 where he was a
key figure in a great Salford side. A World Cup winner
in 1972, Charlton toured Australia in 1974 before
returning to Workington whom he coached to promotion
in 1975-6, to add to his First Division Championship
medal with the Red Devils in 1973-4.

26 CHRIS HESKETH M.B.E. Salford again! Although
starting with Wigan Hesketh’s career blossomed at the
Willows! Appeared at Wembley in 1969, toured in 1970
and won the World Cup in 1972. The 1974 tour captain,
Hesketh became a great ambassador for his sport. Led
Salford to Championships in 1974 and 1976 and in six
other major finals. A centre of power and poise and one
of the game's great entertainers.

25 LIONEL COOPER. Signing for Huddersfield after
the Second World War Australian Cooper only just falls
within the remit of the series. But in his achievements
over 8 years at Fartown Cooper ranks with the best. 14
stones of muscular power hurtling down the wing,
surprising acceleration and a hand-off that any boxer
would have been proud of made Cooper one of the big
draws in an era of massive crowds. In November 1951
he rattled up 10 tries in a game against Keighley and in
his career he notched 443 (plus a few goals). Appeared
in Huddersfield’'s Wembley winning team of 1953.
Ranks alongside Rosenfeld in Fartown'’s hall of fame.
24 HARRY BATH. Another player who only just falls
within the ambit of this series. Harry Bath is universally
acknowledged to have been one of the finest footballers
never to represent his country. An Australian who
signed for Barrow in 1947 and transferred to Warrington
in 1948, Bath was a goalkicking second-row of the
highest class. He captained Warrington’s 1950 Cup
Final winning side and led the Wire at Wembley and
QOdsal in 1954 and also against Oldham in the 1955
championship Final. An Other Nationalities regular.

23 FRANK MYLER. Widnes Director and former
Oldham Coach Frank Myler was the last man to bring
home the Ashes as GB captain in 1970. A cool head in
a crisis, Myler was the ideal man to lead Britain at that
time when his pack was noted for its ferocity. Appeared
in the World Cup in 1960 and 1970 and also toured in
1966. A Cup Final winner in 1964 with Widnes before
transferring to St. Helens in 1968. Harry Sunderland
trophy winner with Saints in the 1970 Championship
Final. For any winger Myler was a dream to play
alongside, always willing to take the hard knocks and
give the try-scoring pass. Later coached Rochdale and
his beloved Widnes where he was Coach of the Year
1977-78.

22. GARY CONNOLLY. This series is not about
wallowing in nostalgia but is designed to highlight the
qualities of great players over five decades. At the
present time it is still possible to enjoy the skills of some
truly great players. And in the ranks of the great none
stand taller than current British centre Gary Connolly. At
31 Connolly has fourteen years in the game with Saints
and Wigan. He is a glowing testimony to the Alex
Murphy philosophy that if you're good enough you're
old enough, 17 year old Connolly appearing at
Wembley for Saints in 1989 at fullback. Since then he
has mixed it with some of the best Australia and New
Zealand have to offer and never been found wanting.
Strong as an ox, Connolly is one of the all-time great
defensive centres. But his attacking play is also a joy
and, hopefully, we can enjoy his skills for some years

yet.

21. MICK SULLIVAN. Great Britain record holder for
caps and tries (41 touchdowns in 46 Test appearances)
says everything about the incomparable Mick Sullivan.
Quick, direct, decisive and fearsomely hard despite a
comparatively slight build, these were the qualities that
made Sullivan special. Signed for Huddersfield at 18
from Shaw Cross in 1952 and debuted for Britain in the
1954 World Cup becoming a fixture in the Test side
thereafter. A World Record £9,500 fee took him to
Wigan in 1957 and another record fee of £11,000 took
him to St. Helens in 1961. His last Test was in 1963 and
he even donned the colours of York and Dewsbury
before retiring.
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Stat Attack

APPEARANCES & ScoRERSs 2001-2002

PLAYER APPEARANCES
M. SiBson 13
G. Dobbp 13
D. GiBBONS 14
J. GODDARD 17
J. McNIcHOLAS 16
J. BRADDISH 14
N. RODEN 14
S. Knox 3
J. HougH 16
J. CLEGG 17
P. FARRELL 13
B. HENARE 14
L. Doran 15
T. HODGKINSON 2
G. BARBER 6
D. GuesTt

L. CASEY 1
W. CoweLL 3
K. BRENNAN 4
A. PROCTOR

P. NorTON 9
A. GIBBONS 7
D. FOSTER 5
A. MURRAY

S. MoLLoy 3
D. LACEY

C. CAMPBELL 2

2
2
1

I
HO

SUBSTITUTIONS

TriEs GOALS

6
1
6
b

11
3 48
8
5
4
3
4
4 19
2
2
1
5
2
1

Drop GoaLs POINTS

24

4

24

20

44

2 110

4 36

20
16
12
16

54

BUDDIES NATI

East
Doncaster Dragons

Hull Kingston Rovers

Featherstone Rovers
Sheffield Eagles
Keighley Cougars
Gateshead Thunder

West
Leigh Centurions
Barrow Raiders
Whitehaven
Workington Town
Chorley Lynx
Swinton Lions

Central
Huddersfield Giants
Oldham
Batley Bulldogs
Rochdale Hornets
Dewsbury Rams
Hunslet Hawks

WARADOITD ADADNAANT ADANALT

O-—*N.’\JNUIE O-‘-NOJOJOOE OO!\JN.BL\.E% AW NWOW

0000000 00000 0U 0ooooon

WWNNNOM AWN===<™ MANNOOT

For
190
160
137
115
60
28

For
172
173
127
114
78
50

For
206
132
103

55

856

38

LEAGUE CUP

Agst Diff PTS

46 144 8
57 103 8
92 45 4
114 1 4
171 -111 0
210 -182 (8]
Agst Diff PTS
71 101 6
84 89 6
72 55 6
120 -6 4
157 -79 2
210 -160 0
Agst Diff PTS
56 150 10
80 52 4
102 1 4
74 -19 4
130 -64 2
158 -120 0
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LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

BeEsT WISHES
TO
OLpbHAM RLFC

UNiITs 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

Mon - Sat  10.30- 5.30

0161 633 0074

If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank, convert

¥Y¥¥¢ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Tina Horton, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plec
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

DRONSFIELDS

MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL
ROAD, DOBCROSS
OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717
FAX: 01457 - 871940

New & Used Mercedes
Vehicles & Spares

Amega
Labels Ltd

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

@

Shaw Street
Oldham OL1 3RR

Tel 0161 785 0813
Fax 0161 624 6507
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Player SPONSO DRSHIP

Gareth Barber
":7}' ‘-:"’3 (3"”;‘,’"’) ;‘d Anthony Gibbons Joe McNicholas
lumbing, Heating
Mechanical Services Alphatec falni¥aylor
Tel: 0161 626 9175
John Braddish David Gibbons Anthony Murray
Tymbuktu Health & Allen, Mills, Howard & Co. Bull's Head
Beauty Clinic Accountants Heyside
0161 624 5667 Oldham & Tameside
Paul Norton
Keith Brennan Jon Goddard
— Lansdowne Roofing Sunset National
& Supplies Ltd Medlock Conservatories
~— Communications

Tel: 0161 626 0896

Tel: 0161 624 5962

oldham
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Neil Roden D Guest
David Macauley anny Gues
Chartered Surveyor John Barrett Andy Proctor
Poulton-le-Fylde i
01253 883833 (e Kesper)
Phil Farrell
Jason Clegg Joey Hayes "Z's's Acl;i?:theasm
ORLFC Staff Ray & Chris Broadbent Architects
0161 688 1820
Bryan Henare
Will Cowell Lansdowne Trading Mark Sibson
Services Ltd Mick Harrop
0161 626 1141
Y Gavin Dodd
Oldham Rugby Union Gavin Johnson Chris Campbell
— John Hough Steve Mollo;t
ee Doran e Lees Village Service
Alphatec Communications Sation
0161 624 2306

together

the outlook’s bright




WINO’S WINE SHOP T

63 GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE OL1 1LX

% 9%

0161 652 9396 S
Established in 1983, Wino’s is an Independent z
Oldham based company. We stock over 1500
different wines, 250 spirits and over 60 beers.

Apart from the retail shop in George Street, Oldham
we now supply direct to the trade, from restaurants
and wine bars through to the company board room.

We also offer a sale or return service on many of
our wines for parties, weddings etc., you pay for
what you drink.

The free loan of champagne flutes, wine goblets
and beer glasses, whether it be a party of 20 or a
function of 520, is available.

We pride ourselves on offering friendly professional service.
5% DISCOUNT on any MIXED CASE OF 12 BOTTLES
Wines supplied Sale or Return for Weddings or Functions
FREE GLASS LOAN - FREE DELIVERY SERVICE - MAILING LIST

Hope to see you soon - PHIL, IAN, MARK and STEVE

HAYNESWOOD

Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office:

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,

Oldham OL4 3DJ, England.

Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337

Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367

E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

USA Office:
Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,
Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +1 831462 3583
E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net
Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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Fixtures

Date Opponent Result Att
DECEMBER F- A

2 SWINTON LIONS H P

16 HullKR. L 1026 2032
30 Leigh L 12-46 3388
JANUARY

6 YORK W 3216 1130
13 Dewsbury Rams L 6-30 1410
20  CHORLEY LYNX W 342 1114
27  WESTHULL (CCupR&)W  38-4 1131
FEBRUARY

3 Workington L 20-28 991
10 ST HELENS (C'CupRd4) L  6-40 4089
17 GATESHEAD W 542 93

23 ROCHDALE HORNETS H P

MARCH

3 Huddersfield L 18-28 3191

10 DONCASTER DRAGONS D 22-22 1067

15  Sheffield Eagles W 25-6 1095

24 FEATHERSTONE W 2312 1533
L

29  Rochdale Hornets 13-14 2096
APRIL
2 DEWSBURYRAMS W 47-12 1056
7 Huddersfield L 16-44 2687
21 Hunslet Hawks W 56-10 747
MAY

5  BATLEY BULLDOGS  H (Nat Cup)
12 National Cup Quarter Finals
19  National Cup Semi Finals
26  National Cup Final

2 Keighley Cougars A
9 WHITEHAVEN H
16 Barrow A
23  BATLEYBULLDOGS H
30  Hunslet Hawks A

7 LEIGH H
14 Chorley Lynx A
21 Whitehaven A
28  HUDDERSFIELD H
AUGUST

4  HUNSLET HAWKS  H
11 Batley Bulldogs A
18 Rochdale Hornets A
25 WORKINGTON H
SEPTEMBER

1 York A

8  KEIGHLEY COUGARS H

Sponsors

OLoHAM RLFC FULLY SUPPORT THE LET'S
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN
AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL
ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLAGE IN OUR GAME
AND  RACIST CHANTS ARE  TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE.
ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME.

Man of the Match
TECHNIQUE LABELS

Associate Match
Sponsor

CHICAGO ROCK CAFE,
OLDHAM

SPONSORSHIP
2002

For full details of our first
class Sponsorship
Packages ring
John Battye
in our Commercial

Department

0161 628 3677
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two players

that deserve a try this season

fordka collection
- 1.3i3dr

e cd player
¢ electric windows
e central locking

e leather steering wheel

£7,995

new fordfocus zetec
1.6i16v 3dr

* cd player

4  *aloywheels
e remote centrallocking =g

e electric windows

£11,745

northern ford dealers - official sponsors of the northern ford premiership

. call 0845 7111 888 for your local ford dealer

—

NORTHERN
FORD

\V &
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Gavin DODD
Will COWELL
Anthony GIBBONS
Jon GODDARD
Joe McNICHOLAS
Gareth BARBER
Neil RODEN
Steve MOLLOY
John HOUGH
Jason CLEGG
Phil FARRELL
Bryan HENARE
Lee DORAN

Daryl LACEY €]
David GIBBONS &
Keith BRENNAN €1:

Paul NORTON €

TODAY’S
REFEREE: M. DAWBER @

4\5 5 ;.:‘,.*Is

v
RPe=Ey

NATIONAL
LEAGUE CUP
COMPETITION

il ™
ke 307
Craig LINGARD
Paul GLEADHILL
Roger SIMPSON
Danny MAUN
Leon WILLIAMSON
Ryan HORSLEY
Chris HOUGH
Andy SPINK
Kris LYTHES
Steve HILL
David ROURKE
Will CARTLEDGE
Mark TOOHEY
Mark CASS
Richard DEAN
Richard HEWITT
Joe NAIDOLE

OFFICIALS

R. E. AINSWORTH

P. BENTHAM [ M R. G. WILLIS

oldham

together

the outlook’s bright



