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O L DHAM

at the very heart of the North West

Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to
live, work or visit at the heart of the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and
Oldham has the region’s largest town centre based indoor shopping area.

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.

A new bus station and the anticipation of the Metrolink tram system
coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for
investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including a new
Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the
arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be
opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,
West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 49
E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or visit our website at www.oldham:ge
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with Christopher Hamilton

SIX games to the end of the
normal season and all to play
for. Without any doubt that is the
message coming out of the club. After coming so close to being
the first team to beat Huddersfield last week the players have
nothing to fear.

If we play like we did in the second half against the ‘Giants’
we will win all 6 games of that there is no question. The
performance last week should have given the players all the
self belief they will need. We must remain focused, however,
and that starts today against a Hunslet side who will, if nothing
else, play with lots of enthusiasm.

We must not underestimate them and make sure we
provide a platform going into our last 2 away fixtures at Batley
and Rochdale.

By the time you are reading this the decision will more than
likely have been made to ratify the split of the NFP into 2
divisions from next season. This has been a big talking point,
and none more so than with our visitors today, Hunslet. As you
will be aware we voted to keep the changes as were originally
proposed by the strategic review.

| genuinely believe that the changes will benefit everybody
but it must not be forgotten that the RFL itself has a crucial role
to play in ensuring that the clubs in National League Division 2
are not forgotten.

We know from first hand experience in 1998 what it is like
and for the sake of the game’s future let's hope that for once
we learn some lessons. The NFP competition is again proving
what a tremendous league it is despite all the problems this
year and if we can make National League 1 and 2 half as
exciting we won’t have done badly.

Finally the support the team got last week was superb and
is greatly appreciated by Steve and the players. Please keep it
up this week and let's hopefully set the team on the way to an
unbeaten finish to the season.

Enjoy the game.

Chris
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The Rouglyeds

Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 UNION STREET
OLbHam OL1 1DJ

TELEPHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
CLuB SHor: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamiliton,
Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
HEAD COACH
Steve Molloy
ASSISTANT COACH/CONDITIONER
Andy Proctor
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY COACH
Shaun Gartland
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Nic Walker, Louise Waters
& Clare Gross
TIMEKEEPER
John Barrett
CLUB DOCTOR
Dr David Harrison
MepIA & MARKETING MANAGER
Nigel Marland
CoMMERCIAL MANAGER
John Battye
GENERAL MANAGER
Robin Highfield
SECRETARY & LOTTERY MANAGER
Lorraine Rowbottom
PROGRAMME EDITORS
Nigel Marland & Brian Walker

CLUB HONOURS
A J Law Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand Finalists 2001
HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(sPonNsORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton
1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard
Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
- 1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
~Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) Lto.
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A FIXTURE NOT TO BE MISSED
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—A SPECIAL welcome to all the officials,
players and spectators of Hunslet Hawks.
This will be your first visit to our modest
Hurst Cross home for this season. We
hope you have an enjoyable afternoon.
We all know there has been a fact finding
mission over to your South Leeds Stadium
with a view to us emulating the facilities
that Hunslet and the people of Leeds
enjoy. Let’'s hope that all this comes to

fruition, sooner rather than later and our

nomadic existence finally comes to an ? Fi.«
end. R
On the playing front it has been a ] ;Iﬂ("ﬂ\n

frustrating first month as coach with the

Leigh, Whitehaven and Huddersfield results. Competiting for such
long periods in these games and not coming away with a single point
is very disappointing but | know they guy’s resolve and we have
promised each other that we will not let it happen again. We all realise
that at this stage of the season in the position we are in, every point is
crucial. Let’s hope we start with two precious points today.

Steve

Enjoy the game,
PACKAGING LIMITED

ED =
: MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161-284 9000




DEREK ANTHONY LTD.
General Sheetmetal Workers &
Structural Steel Fabricators

UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DERKER STREET - OLDHAM OL1 3LY

Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616

WisH ORLFC EVERY success FOR 2002

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES

(NORTHERN) L1D.
OLDHAM DEPOT
Tel 0161 626 8111
For all your

Plant & Tool Hire Needs
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds

throughout the 2002 Season

PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &
GARAGE SERVICES

PuncTure RePAIRS - WHEEL BALANCING
TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLUTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING
M.0.T. RePAIRS - EXHAUSTS

Beever STREET - OLpbHAM OL1 3TD

Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
Fax: 0161 628 9949
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In Yer

Face

AS THIS programme was going to press
the news was that next season would see
York re-admitted and London Skolars
promoted into a new National Division Two.
The bid by Bramley looked to have been
rejected. if the re-structuring of the league
goes ahead as planned it is to be hoped
that the R.F.L. has done its homework not
just on these clubs but on the clubs already
in existence because the demise of any
one - as with York Wasps this season - will
throw the whole structure into turmoil. It is
impossible to assess the viability of clubs
looking in from the outside but the rumour
mill has it that a whole host of clubs (not
just one or two) are facing a bleak financial
future. Again, from the outside it is not
possible to comment fully on the strength
or otherwise of the Bramley proposal. But
the way Bramley have gone about trying to
create a community club did seem to have
some merit and was a possible pointer to a
way forward for others who might fall on
hard times. It is to be hoped that the R.F.L.
can provide clear and unequivocal reasons
for rejecting the Bramley proposal, not only
for the benefit of the team of workers under
Cliff Spracklen who put together their bid,
but for the benefit of everyone else, not
least those at Swinton who appear to be
going down a similar route albeit with
advantages of already being within the
league structure.
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And speaking of Swinton, as you are
watching today’s fixture the Lions will be
playing their first match at their new home
at Salford City F.C.'s Moor Lane ground
against Doncaster. After all the protests
about the years of exile in faraway Bury (6
miles max) it is time for the locals to rally
round and vote with their feet and their
beer money by turning up to cheer on their
local favourites. | have no doubt today’s
gate will be higher than usual but the test
will be whether this can be sustained in the
long term. | wish Swinton, and Tony Barrow

in particular, every good fortune. | only
hope that my cynical view that it will make
very little difference in the long term unless
Swinton can somehow put together a
winning side is misplaced. We will see!

)
0’0 ‘.0 0‘0

It's the height of summer and Super
League should be buzzing. And what did
we get last week? Precisely one fixture
played on a Sunday afternoon and that in
London before a crowd of 3,202. Excuse
me, but wasn’'t the original idea behind
summer rugby that crowds would come
flocking to a whole new matchday
experience on Sunday afternoons? And
now that game day appears to be any time
other than Sunday afternoons why are we
surprised that crowds are falling for ALL
Super League clubs? The carping by
Super League leaders about Sky T.V and
Friday night gates is surely hypocritical as,
whenever the perceived reasons for falling
gates, the existence of T.V. coverage is
inevitable and is a pre-requisite for the very
existence of Super League. Some Super
League chairmen need to take a long hard
look at themselves and their clubs before
attacking T.V. or the fans for not turning up
in the numbers expected and required.

K/ R/ R/
0.0 0.0 0.0

Meanwhile as the N.F.P. season reaches
its last month the battle for places in the top
half of the table (and a spot in next year’s
National League Division One) is hotting
up. At one or two clubs it's going to be
make or break on a week by week basis
with at least six clubs poised on a knife
edge. One of these, of course, is Oldham
and whatever happens today the team will
not climb into the top nine. Nevertheless a
run of good results will see the Roughyeds
do it and after last weeks stirring display
against Huddersfield Giants who would
back against it?
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ON THis Day . ..
Don Yates looks back to August 4th yesteryear

. In 1954 the British Lions toured Australasia
under the leadership of skipper Dickie Williams,
the outstanding Hunslet halfback of that era.
Two other Hunslet players accompanied
Williams to the other side of the World, his
halfback partner Alf Ginger Burnell and second-
row forward Geoff Gunney, a Hunslet legend
who made 579 appearances for the Parksiders
between 1951 and 1973. On Wednesday 4th
August 1954 the tourists met the South Island
of New Zealand at Dunedin where all three
Hunslet players were included in the British
line-up. Great Britain won that match 32-11
before a disappointing crowd of 1,154 who saw
scrum-half Ginger Burnell score one of the six
British tries. Oldham had just one player
selected for that tour, winger Terry O'Grady,
and he, too, appeared against South Island,
scoring two of the 28 tries he was credited with
during that trip.

Terry O'Grady

The British Lions of 1928 also had one
Oldham representative, second-row forward
Bob Sloman. He made five test appearances,
all during that 1928 tour. After appearing in all
three tests against Australia, Sloman was a

member of the British team which lost the
opening test against New Zealand at Carlaw
Park, Auckland on Saturday 4th August 1928.
The match was decided on goal kicks after
each nation had crossed for three tries. The
17-13 defeat was therefore most unexpected
with Jim Sullivan, arguably the greatest goal
kicker of all time, included in the British line-up.
The Lions recovered to win the following two
tests and so clinch the series.

In 1984 the first ever English schoolboy
squad to travel outside Europe made a ten-
match tour of Australia. It was a terrific
experience for the English boys who, on
Saturday 4th August, defeated the New South
Wales Catholic Colleges by 18 points to ten.
Utility back Paul Topping, later to join Oldham,
landed a couple of goals in that match. Another
two local personalities were involved on that
tour, team manager Peter Deakin, the former
Great Britain amateur international who also
enjoyed a spell with Oldham, and tour manager
Fred Laughton who can be seen at most
Oldham matches these days, both home and
away. '

It was on this day in 1981, Tuesday 4th
August, that Oldham signed utility back Alan
Taylor from Swinton. He proved to be a useful
acquisition because he was extremely reliable
whether turning out at fullback or stand-off.
Taylor made 75 appearances for the
Roughyeds and scored 15 tries before retiring
from the game in September 1985 in order to
concentrate on his teaching career.

Six years ago, on Sunday 4th August
1996, Hunslet were pushing for promotion from
the Second Division and they did those
ambitions no harm at all by winning 46-21 at
Doncaster. Two of the eight Hunslet tries that
afternoon were scored by centre Shaun Irwin,
another reliable character, who had been
signed from Oldham the previous May. Irwins
wing partner in that match was David Plange,
now head coach at Warrington, and he
benefited from Irwins experience and skill by
crossing for a hattrick of tries. Later that same
day Oldham won 30-24 up at Workington
where scrum-half Martin Crompton, not for the
only time, was the inspiration behind the
victory. Paul Atcheson, Adie Belle, Darren
Abram, David Bradbury (2) and Francis
Maloney scored tries with Maloney adding
three goals.
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At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
you need to get the

V// [ George Hill

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk

i'Aright RESULT every time.

LAWRENCE PERRINS & SONS LIMITED

Established 1947
Plumbers ¢ Electricians Heating Engineering
Security Systems
176 OLDHAM ROAD, SPRINGHEAD, OLDHAM OL4 5SJ

RYDER
DUTTON

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS AND SURVEYORS

Wherever you see
this sign you can
be assured
of an efficient and
professional
approach to any
property matter

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,
Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

TeEL 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798 Ashton-u-Lyne

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional K ' '
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for I.‘” i /
local businesses incorporating Risk Management and | 'y e
Health & Safety Audits. -
Commercial Insurance Brokers ¢~,
Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OL8 1QL

e Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

A
Oronam CHameer

Community

Legal Service Dcfec:c':ls':‘r‘vke

$

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795
29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
TEL : 0161 624 6811 FAX :0161 624 3743
EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
PLEASED TO BE PART OF THE TEAM
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AS THIS programme was going to press
the news was that next season would see
York re-admitted and London Skolars
promoted into a new National Division Two.
The bid by Bramley looked to have been
rejected. if the re-structuring of the league
goes ahead as planned it is to be hoped
that the R.F.L. has done its homework not
just on these clubs but on the clubs already
in existence because the demise of any
one - as with York Wasps this season - will
throw the whole structure into turmoil. It is
impossible to assess the viability of clubs
looking in from the outside but the rumour
mill has it that a whole host of clubs (not
just one or two) are facing a bleak financial
future. Again, from the outside it is not
possible to comment fully on the strength
or otherwise of the Bramley proposal. But
the way Bramley have gone about trying to
create a community club did seem to have
some merit and was a possible pointer to a
way forward for others who might fall on
hard times. It is to be hoped that the R.F.L.
can provide clear and unequivocal reasons
for rejecting the Bramley proposal, not only
for the benefit of the team of workers under
Cliff Spracklen who put together their bid,
but for the benefit of everyone else, not
least those at Swinton who appear to be
going down a similar route albeit with
advantages of already being within the
league structure.
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And speaking of Swinton, as you are
watching today’s fixture the Lions will be
playing their first match at their new home
at Salford City F.C.'s Moor Lane ground
against Doncaster. After all the protests
about the years of exile in faraway Bury (6
miles max) it is time for the locals to rally
round and vote with their feet and their
beer money by turning up to cheer on their
local favourites. | have no doubt today’s
gate will be higher than usual but the test
will be whether this can be sustained in the
long term. | wish Swinton, and Tony Barrow

in particular, every good fortune. | only
hope that my cynical view that it will make
very little difference in the long term unless
Swinton can somehow put together a
winning side is misplaced. We will see!
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It's the height of summer and Super
League should be buzzing. And what did
we get last week? Precisely one fixture
played on a Sunday afternoon and that in
London before a crowd of 3,202. Excuse
me, but wasn't the original idea behind
summer rugby that crowds would come
flocking to a whole new matchday
experience on Sunday afternoons? And
now that game day appears to be any time
other than Sunday afternoons why are we
surprised that crowds are falling for ALL
Super League clubs? The carping by
Super League leaders about Sky T.V and
Friday night gates is surely hypocritical as,
whenever the perceived reasons for falling
gates, the existence of T.V. coverage is
inevitable and is a pre-requisite for the very
existence of Super League. Some Super
League chairmen need to take a long hard
look at themselves and their clubs before
attacking T.V. or the fans for not turning up
in the numbers expected and required.

o o
Meanwhile as the N.F.P. season reaches
its last month the battle for places in the top
half of the table (and a spot in next year’s
National League Division One) is hotting
up. At one or two clubs it's going to be
make or break on a week by week basis
with at least six clubs poised on a knife
edge. One of these, of course, is Oldham
and whatever happens today the team will
not climb into the top nine. Nevertheless a
run of good results will see the Roughyeds
do it and after last weeks stirring display
against Huddersfield Giants who would
back against it?
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ON THis Day . ..
Don Yates looks back to August 4th yesteryear

. In 1954 the British Lions toured Australasia
under the leadership of skipper Dickie Williams,
the outstanding Hunslet halfback of that era.
Two other Hunslet players accompanied
Williams to the other side of the World, his
halfback partner Alf Ginger Burnell and second-
row forward Geoff Gunney, a Hunslet legend
who made 579 appearances for the Parksiders
between 1951 and 1973. On Wednesday 4th
August 1954 the tourists met the South Island
of New Zealand at Dunedin where all three
Hunslet players were included in the British
line-up. Great Britain won that match 32-11
before a disappointing crowd of 1,154 who saw
scrum-half Ginger Burnell score one of the six
British tries. Oldham had just one player
selected for that tour, winger Terry O'Grady,
and he, too, appeared against South Island,
scoring two of the 28 tries he was credited with
during that trip.

erry O'Grady

The British Lions of 1928 also had one
Oldham representative, second-row forward
Bob Sloman. He made five test appearances,
all during that 1928 tour. After appearing in all
three tests against Australia, Sloman was a

member of the British team which lost the
opening test against New Zealand at Carlaw
Park, Auckland on Saturday 4th August 1928.
The match was decided on goal kicks after
each nation had crossed for three tries. The
17-13 defeat was therefore most unexpected
with Jim Sullivan, arguably the greatest goal
kicker of all time, included in the British line-up.
The Lions recovered to win the following two
tests and so clinch the series.

In 1984 the first ever English schoolboy
squad to travel outside Europe made a ten-
match tour of Australia. It was a terrific
experience for the English boys who, on
Saturday 4th August, defeated the New South
Wales Catholic Colleges by 18 points to ten.
Utility back Paul Topping, later to join Oldham,
landed a couple of goals in that match. Another
two local personalities were involved on that
tour, team manager Peter Deakin, the former
Great Britain amateur international who also
enjoyed a spell with Oldham, and tour manager
Fred Laughton who can be seen at most
Oldham matches these days, both home and
away. :

It was on this day in 1981, Tuesday 4th
August, that Oldham signed utility back Alan
Taylor from Swinton. He proved to be a useful
acquisition because he was extremely reliable
whether turning out at fullback or stand-off.
Taylor made 75 appearances for the
Roughyeds and scored 15 tries before retiring
from the game in September 1985 in order to
concentrate on his teaching career.

Six years ago, on Sunday 4th August
1996, Hunslet were pushing for promotion from
the Second Division and they did those
ambitions no harm at all by winning 46-21 at
Doncaster. Two of the eight Hunslet tries that
afternoon were scored by centre Shaun Irwin,
another reliable character, who had been
signed from Oldham the previous May. Irwins
wing partner in that match was David Plange,
now head coach at Warrington, and he
benefited from Irwins experience and skill by
crossing for a hattrick of tries. Later that same
day Oldham won 30-24 up at Workington
where scrum-half Martin Crompton, not for the
only time, was the inspiration behind the
victory. Paul Atcheson, Adie Belle, Darren
Abram, David Bradbury (2) and Francis
Maloney scored tries with Maloney adding
three goals.




IN

TO

WIR 1opay

HUNSLET HAWwWKS

ROY SAMPSON Head Coach

Back at the Hawks after spending two
seasons at Dewsbury Rams as Assistant
Coach, and last season as Head Coach,
before returning to the club where he
spent 18 years as a player, Club Captain,
and Assistant Coach to David Plange.
Assistant Coach in two Grand Final
winning teams - in ‘99 with Hunslet, and
‘00 with the Rams.

JIM MURGATROYD Assistant Coach

In his third term at the club and with vast
experience after spending time with Hull
KR, York and Dewsbury.

BRYN POWELL Winger

Hunslet Warriors, Great Britain Under 21.
A highly rated winger with pace and a
hunger for tries, Bryn had attracted the
attention of several clubs from the NFP.

DANNY DOBSON Centre winger
In his second full season, Danny has size,
speed and an eye for an opening.

PAUL SEAL Centre

Paul was signed from Normanton ARLFC,
and has already made a big impact in the
Hawks’ nest.

LEE BARGATE Centre

With vast experience with Batley and
Featherstone, Lee is an aggressive,
speedy centre with an eye for an opening.

ANDY ATHA Second Row

Another player who has come through the
academy, with a great appetite for work.
Andy missed the start of the season
through injury, but has a bright future.

CRAIG IBBOTSON Prop

Made his first team debut three seasons
ago. Craig never takes a backward step,
and had a spell on loan at Leeds last
season. He has the potential to go all the
way.

MICK COYLE Assistant Coach/Loose
Forward

Mick is the longest serving member of the

squad - he has just finished his Benefit
Year, is a Grand Final winner, and a new
member of the coaching staff.

NEIL LEE Utility Man

In his second spell at the club after
spending the last two years at the Jungle
with Castleford Tigers.

DANNY COOK Fullback

Recently signed form Leeds Rhinos, and
looking forward to establishing himself in
the Hawks first team.

AMRAZ HAMID Full back, winger

Came up through the Club’s Under 16
team two years ago, and made his first
team debut last season.

GARETH NAYLOR Mr Versatile

Another local lad signed at 18, Gareth can
play in any back position, as well as
hooker and loose forward. He never gives
less than 100%

DAN BRIGGS Prop

In his second team at the Hawks after
having a short spell at Featherstone last
season makes good yards and defends
well.

TONY HOWCROFT Hooker

A Great Britain student, Tony is always in
the thick of it, and leads by example -
always from the front.

ANDY WRAY Prop

Former Featherstone Rovers and Batley
player, Andy has the potential to go to the
top if he can keep clear of injury.

DAVE JESSEY Second row

Dave came up through the academy, and
has great potential to go on to play at a
higher level.

JONLEE LOCKWOOD Second row

As a 17 year old Jonlee signed with
Wakefield Wildcats on a full time contract.
he has just finished a spell in Rugby
Union, and is a great acquisition for the
team.
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WELCOME to the players, officials and
supporters of today’s visitors Hunslet and |
wonder if any of them were able to identify
the occasion of the scene depicted within the
atmospheric water colour on the front cover
of today’s match programme? It is in fact the
Challenge Cup final of 1899 when Oldham
defeated Hunslet 19-9 at Manchester’s
Fallowfield Stadium.

This was just the third season the
Challenge Cup had been contested and won
on each of the two previous occasions by
Batley thus Oldham became the first
Lancashire side to lift the trophy.

There are three reasons why | decided
to feature this painting. First and foremost it's
a delightful piece of art, secondly it features
today’s visitors and thirdly and the main
reason is that surrounding the

occasion of the 1899 Challenge
Cup Final has recently
emerged a “nice little story”.
One of the medal winners
from the Challenge Cup
«<. &~ campaign of 1899 was
W S¥ 0oldham's Lancashire County
Bob Edwards ~ forward Bob Edwards.

-

. . . with Brian Walker

HoME

Although Bob had played for Lancashire his
county of birth was Durham where his
grandson of the same name and Oldham
supporter to boot still lives.

Bob (Jnr), now in his seventies
cherished his grandfather’s medal which had
become very much a family heirloom and
was devastated when it was part of a
burglary haul back in the early nineties. Mike
Turner, club historian and trustee to the
Oldham Rugby League Trust was to come to
the rescue.

Last summer whilst scouring a sporting
auctioneers catalogue Mike came
across the Edwards medal which
was about to go under the
hammer. Of course, Mike,
aware of the background to its
disappearance informed both
Bob and the auctioneers who
immediately withdrew the medal
subject to an enquiry and | am pleased to
say that just this week taking a year to
complete their investigation the police
knocked on Bob’s door returning the
heirloom. Needless to say he was over the
moon!
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GREAT story from Down Under this
week. Scott MacDougall brother of Test
winger Adam MacDougall (also known
as ‘Mad Dog’) fled from Canberra
Stadium when asked to take a random
drug test. Eyewitnesses say that the
‘mad puppy’ ran out of the dressing room
wearing only a pair of shorts with drug
testing officials in hot pursuit
(presumably brandishing a milk bottle or
whatever they us to get a sample these
days). MacDougall then clambered over
a wire perimeter fence and sped off in a
car. Was it his car or was someone in the
know already waiting? Sounds like
MacDougall could have been on the
wacky baccy (or worse) the night before
or does it go deeper than that? Central
Coast Bears say MacDougall will be
sacked. And players refusing a drug test
can be banned for two years. It
transpires MacDougall later offered to
take the test at home. If he’s banned |
wonder what price a punt by some
enterprising R.U. official on his services.
FOOTNOTE: You see, all those rumours
about Dougal and chums on the Magic
Roundabout had substance after all.
However, what the substance was I'm
not sure.

Classic comments by Doncaster Coach
St John Ellis after his side’s defeat at
New Crown Flatt (whoops, Ram
Stadium) last week:-

“We had too many people with their
own agenda out there today, too many
people wanting to do their own thing or
try that little extra piece of fancy stuff
which wasn’t even remotely connected
to the game plan....making over
ambitious passes in stupid parts of the
field.

“Trying to prove that they had more
testosterone (careful, Singe you’ll have
the drug busters on your case) than the
bloke they were tackling, taking things
too far and getting penalised. Fatigue
was not an issue, our fitness is excellent,

our attitude today was far from that.
That's before | even get started on the
unforced errors.

“There are people in that dressing
room right now who are liars. They are
liars to themselves about how good they
are.”

Doesn’'t mince his words that Singe,
does he?

“We wanted it easy; we copped a few on
the chin and ended up with a bloody
nose.” (Tony Rea). Now | don’t know
about you, but my anatomy doesn’t quite
match up to Tony Rea’s ideas. | know
rugby players can be a bit ugly but a
nose on the chin means someone’s
copped one hell of a high tackle.

DR R <
“It's a significant victory without Jason
Smith and, in a way, it takes a monkey
off our back and shows we can win
without him.” (Shaun McRae). This
bloomin’ monkey gets around a bit. So
far he’'s been at Bradford, Wigan and
Hull: wonder where he’ll turn up next?
it's time one of these top coaches taught
him to catch and pass: he'd make a
terrific scrum half!

| see that since Martin Hall’'s outburst
recently: ‘we haven’t won a penalty
count for six weeks’, the Hairnets have
won the last two including one against
Whitehaven last week (6-4), by far the

N.F.P.’s best disciplined team.
Coincidence?
Still, | loved the Discipline

Committee’s verdict on Latham Tawhai’s
appeal: ban raised from two games to
three! Greee..at

GC
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... from the pen of Michael Turner

TODAY we offer a warm welcome to the
players, officials and supporters of the Hunslet
club. Proud, founder members of the Rugby
League and succeeding against very difficult
circumstances to keep the RL flag flying in
South Leeds. We wish them well in their
continuing endeavours.

Our feature today goes back to January
1994 and a Challenge Cup fourth round tie
played at Elland Road. At the time Hunslet
were struggling in the old second division with
Oldham likewise experiencing a tough time in
the top flight. However, it was widely expected
that the senior status of the Roughyeds would
carry them through, and so it did but not until
the Yorkshire men had given them a terrific
fright. It looked like it would be easy for the
visitors when Paddy Mitchell went under the

Scott Ranson - scored Oldham'’s second try in the
cup tie at Elland Road in January 1994.
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sticks straight from the first scrum and Steve
Kerry added the conversion but within minutes
Hunslet had hit back with a try in the corner by
Alan Daniel. Scott Ranson increased
Oldham’s lead after a good break by Shaun
Irwin. Once more the score was improved by
Kerry. Again Hunslet were quick with a reply
this time a bustling run by prop Eugene Currie
paved the way for Bramwell Mwololo to race
over. Still Oldham must have been confident
going in at half time with a twelve points to
eight advantage and their optimism would
have increased when Nigel Heslop beat three
defenders in a blistering run to the corner from
where Kerry added a magnificent conversion.
The travelling support awaited the floodgates
opening only to be left with the jitters as tries
from Beath and Burrow both converted by
Bartliff gave Hunslet the lead as the game
moved into the final quarter.

Fortunately for the visitors this effort had
taken its toll on the Yorkshire side who visibly
seemed to tire in the final fifteen minutes
allowing first David Jones and Heslop to spare
the Roughyeds blushes with two tries, the
latter converted by Kerry who also kicked a
late penalty to leave the final score: Hunslet
20 Oldham 30. Oldham had benefitted from a
strong early display from Barrie McDermott
and the excellent kicking of Kerry but no one
would deny the man-of-the -match award was
well earned by the home full back, Paul
Burrow.

Matoh'

b
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HUNSLET: Burrow, Bartliff, Daniel,
Boothroyd, Mwololo; Brook, Clark; Currie,
Sampson, Ellis, Precious, Hughes, Beath.
SUBS: Coyle, Liles.

OLDHAM: S Ranson, D Jones, S Irwin, N
Heslop, C McAlister; P Mitchell, S Kerry; |
Sherratt,

D Stephenson, B McDermott, | Green, S
Tupaea, M Kuiti.

SUBS: A Goodway, D Bradbury.

Attendance:1,257
Referee: Mr N Wood - Keighley
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A Chance to Meet.....
« v o« x s« JOE McNicHoLAS

Well Joe welcome to A Chance to Meet and the first
question is always the same. Where were you born,
when you were born and who's in your family?

| was born in Wellington, New Zealand. | was
adopted. I've got my mum and my dad George and Marie
and I'm currently engaged to Nicky, my girlfriend. So
that’s the background. Adopted in New Zealand, do
you know anything about your natural parents or
not? Nothing at all. No, not really. I've never bothered
trying to find out or anything. So .... Doesn’t interest
you at all? No, not at all really. You've got a good set
of parents who’ve adopted you though. / have yes. So
nothing else ever really . What about your date of birth
when was that? Twenty-sixth of the twelfth, seventy
eight. Boxing Day! (laughter) One lot of presents a year
then? That's right. Yes. That’s a bit of a bad do that
isn’t it! OK, New Zealand. So when did you first come
over to this country? / was about eighteen months old
when | came over so | don't really know much about the
country itself. Lost the accent straight away. Before
you'd even acquired it. That's right.

What about your first memory of Rugby League?

My first memory was really watching my mates at
school play rugby. | didn'’t start till it was quite late, so |
was about fourteen years old. Where was that? / used
to play for Spotland Rangers in Rochdale. Before that |
was doing Athletics. But all my friends were doing rugby
so | decided to change.

A bit lonely athletics when there’s only you
doing it.

That's right., yes. So watching your mates play
rugby that’s your first memory. What about memory
of. the professional game? Professional game ....
coming down to Oldham really when | was brought down
by Brian Gartland. He brought me down to watch a few
first team games and really that's the only major rugby |
watched before joining the professional game. Brian
was a fair judge of a young lad playing rugby, what
did he say to you? / don't know. He just came down
watching my amateur games and everything with some
other people from Oldham, Andy Goodway. He became
a big influence on me, along with his sons as well.

They've been really good to me over the years when he
was coaching me. OK, so you start playing in
Rochdale with Spotland Rangers. What league do
they play in? I'm not sure now where they are, but when
we were there they were doing quite well! Not as well as
the other team in the town, Mayfield, but we held our
own, definitely. Brian Gartland sees you, likes
something, brings you down to Oldham, when did
you sign? I'm not sure of the date now, it's going back
some years, ninety-four it was. So you’'ve been
playing six years, no eight years at Oldham. In that
time you must have thought, hey I’'m getting in here.
Yes. But I've seen a lot of changes in the club and the
town. Going from Oldham Bears, being relegated, then
starting up as the ‘new club’ now. So a lot's happened in -
that time, definitely

What about yourself. The greatest influence on
you in the game? Did any of the family play rughy
league? ‘
They've not played rugby league. My dad used to
play rugby union in Leigh and the Wigan area until he
moved over to Rochdale but really no. I've not had any
family influences on my game. So apart from your
mates playing rugby and Brian Gartland who else
has influenced you and you thought, “Hey, I've
learned a lot there”? Well Andy Goodway had a big
influence on me. As he brought me in Brian and Paul
Deakin told him at the same time. So he taught me a lot.
Mike Ford, when we had him last season and the season
before. I've learned more off him than anyone to date,
definitely.

In your eight years of playing rugby league what'’s
been your most memorable moment in that time? A
time when you really felt good.

| think it has to be the Semi-final when we beat
Rochdale to get into the Grand Final. Coming back like
that, we were so many points down, it just took the
biscuit. I've never played in a game like that in my life
and probably never will again. Oldham were dead and
buried that day, goodness knows what brought you
back. You were on the field, what made the
difference? I'm not sure really. At the beginning of the
year we went to Plymouth with the army and they
drummed into us “never say never” and | think that came
out in that game. Certainly did.
If that’s the best moment, what’s the worst momer
in rugby league? :

It has to be a week later, losing the Grand Final in

With 50,000 new jobs coming on to our books every week, we can
help you find the job you want. If you are out of work and looking
for a full or part time job, call in at your local Jobcentre or telephone

Employment Service Direct on: 0845 6060 234 @

You can also search online through our entire jobs database at
the Jobcentre Plus website: www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk

JobCentre
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the way we did. | think after that Semi-final it took
everything out of us and we just didn’t have anything left
unfortunately.

What about your most amusing moment or memory
you’ve had in the game? At times strange things
happen in all sporting fields, what's happened with
you? Or around you?

Around me, the most amusing one was when | was
playing at Watersheddings once and a fox happened to

run on the pitch. They couldn’t get the fox off so they had
to delay the game for a few minutes till the stewards
managed to chase it away. You were playing in that
game, that day? Yes. | remember that fox. Because it
came on and seemed surprised when it suddenly
found itself surrounded by a crowd and a rugby
match. A bit startled, yes. Not only that it seemed a bit
annoyed because it couldn’t get out of the place.
That's right, up onto the roof it went. How do you get
over that in a game because your all psyched up
ready to play the game and something like that
happens. Does it throw you? Erm, it did me. Yes. |
must admit | forgot about the game as | was watching
that run about everywhere. Yes, so it did throw me a bit.

Who's the biggest character you’ve come across in
the game of Rugby League, either at Oldham or when
you’ve played other clubs?

It's got to be Jason Clegg, definitely. Everyone
says Cleggy. What does he do? Erm, what doesn’t he
do is the question | think! He's just a great lad to have in
the team. His enthusiasm, his sense of humour. He
brings out the best in all the players whether it be on
game day or especially in training. | suppose you need
someone like that in training because that’s the hard
work time. You do, yes. Especially when you're going
through the tough part you need someone to, like, pull
you through it a bit, with a laugh and a joke now and
again.

What about you ambition in rugby league? You’'ve
been in the game for eight years now, what’s your
ambition?

Erm, My main one is just to stay clear of injury and
keep enjoying my rugby. Super League, yes, but it's not
my main goal | don't think. | just want to do as well as |
can for the club I'm playing for at the time. Have you
suffered with injuries over the years? /'ve just had one
major one, that's when | broke my ankle in the first year
of the new club at Oldham, which | missed every game,
bar one at the end of the season. That's been my only
major downfall. So fit, and playing for Oldham, and
promotion? Hopefully. If we get into that top nine
anything can happen then. You never know really. After
last season we've still got that fight in us, so the top nine
will bring it out in us, Definitely.

This interview will be broadcast in full on Radio
Cavell - 1350AM next Friday during "Sports Preview"

For the best coverage of the Northern
Ford Premiership...Every Monday.

g RUGBY

eague_

R

[NORTHERN
FORD

19



The power & protection

behind Britains top rugby players

Britains most popular and effective Just some of Maulm:xsclessponsored rugby players
sports nutrition brand for achieving your .
physique and performance goals..

Improved rehydration
Pack on muscle size
Increase raw strength

Safe,
natural, legal
& drug free
supplements

Lose excess bodyfat

Increase energy
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Gain increased mental focus
B Boost your immune system

Whatever your goals... You'll find numerous
scientifically proven supplements specific
to your training & physique goals.

3 easy ways to contact and buy from us...

1) Maximuscle supplements are available from
JJB, L.A fitness, workout world, Asda. GNC,
Health & diet, Unichem, AHA, lillywhites, Naafi
stores and all good gyms, sports and health
food shops.

2) Call us today for your FREE 96 page colour
catalogue. Tel: 01923 650 600

3) Visit the best sports nutrition site on the web:

www.maximuscle.com
& USEl
MAXIMUSELE
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“How many of these vitamin and mineral

deficiencies are you suffering from?”

Did you know that 6 out of 10 men
DON’T get enough zinc in their diet?

Low levels of zinc lead to a drop in testosterone production - reducing your sex

drive and aggression [4]. Even worse, men with low levels of testosterone are far

more likely to develop a ‘spare tyre’ later in life [6]. And this is just one mineral.

There are more than 20 vitamins and minerals your body needs. Missing out on %
these vital nutrients puts you at risk for a vitamin deficiency. For example, without 4
enough vitamin B, you could end up feeling lethargic, tired and drained (the B

vitamins are needed to produce energy).

According to nutrition specialist Dr. William B. Grant, a deficiency in just two B
vitamins (B6 and B9) plays a keytrole in developing heart disease (which, by the way,
is responsible for 115,000 deaths in England every single year) [2].

According to outdated nutritionists, we can get all the vitamins we need from s
a balanced diet. Do you eat a balanced diet? What does a balanced diet
actually mean? You could be deficient in a number of vitamins and
minerals without even realising! In fact, a recent study on athletes
showed that three out of ten don’t get enough calcium, magnesium
or vitamin B6 [1]. Moreover, a team of experts from the prestigious
Harvard School of Public Health examined the diets of male health
professionals for eight years. They found that eating a balanced
diet did not lower the risk of cancer, and was only moderately
linked with a reduced risk of death from a heart attack or stroke [5].

A supplement could be the answer. Protrient is a powerful vitamin
and mineral formula containing 21 essential vitamins and minerals.
Recent research shows that vitamin and mineral supplements

offer you a number of benefits. For example, it's now been proven
that vitamin C does reduce your chance of catching a cold. s
Scientists at the University of Helsinki report that vitamin C
supplements reduce your risk of infection by an astonishing 50%

[3]. But that’s not all. Zinc has been shown to increase

testosterone. Scientists report that testosterone levels double after
six months of zinc supplementation [4]. This means a higher sex drive, :
more lean muscle and less body fat. -

One months supply of Protrient costs less than 40p a day. Think of it as a daily
investment in your health. Protrient comes with a ‘no-hassle’ 100% money back N
guarantee of satisfaction*. To order, call Maximuscle today on 01923 650600 or
visit Europe’s largest sports nutrition web site at www.maximuscle.com.

* In accordance with the guarantee in the
Maximuscle catalogue or shown on
www.maximuscle.com

Maximuscle supplements can be purchased from...

. All good health food shops, gyms and chemist, including
GNC, JJB, Asda, L.A Fitness & many more!

. Alternatively, if you don't like shopping and want your
order within 48 hours, you can order from Europe’s
largest sports nutrition website: www.Maximuscle.com

. Or from the Maximuscle customer service line on:

01923 650600
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Wilson’s Wisdom

A MONTH after John Harbin's ‘no
comment’ radio interview after our
game at Hunslet and then his miserable
admission later that evening that he
had defected to Latics - | still find the
betrayal difficult to believe - | thought it
was now time to assess the initial
progress of the Steve Molloy regime.

On the surface, it may not look
particularly successful - victories over
two sides who are stuck in the bottom
five of the NFP table, and defeats
against three teams who are above us
in the table. However, | do not think that
that tells the full story.

| think you have to begin with the
performance in the final phase of the
brief Harbin reign. The home win
against Whitehaven excepted and, at
the time, there was clearly internal
trouble at the West Cumbrian Club -
there was some real concern, in
particular about the defensive
organisation and commitment. Although
all these games were won, to concede
32, 25 and 20 points respectively at
Keighley, Barrow and Hunslet was so
out of character compared with last
season’s amazingly successful run,
thatyou had to conclude that something
was wrong. It has to be admitted that
we were very lucky to win at Keighley
and Barrow and then of course there
was the awful surrender at home to
Batley - which may yet come back to
haunt us at the end-of-the-season when

... with lan Wilson
league table positions come to be
decided. Again, the concession of 34
points, 22 of them in the final 16
minutes when we seemed to be
coasting to victory, spoke volumes
about the character which the coach
was engendering amongst the players
at the time.

In contrast, in my view, a very, very
different character and attitude has
been in evidence during the last five
games. Against Chorley and Swinton
we were very clearly focussed, and
determined not to struggle against
clearly inferior opposition and the
scorelines reflect the fact that we did
not turn off for spells during the
matches. And three close losses to
Leigh, Whitehaven and Huddersfield,
although they did nothing to make top 9
qualification any easier, were much,
much more heartening in terms of our
performances than quite a few of the
wins earlier in the season. More
sustained effort: much more
commitment in defence, especially
close to our own line; signs of better
organisation on attack - for example,
the excellent ‘move’ in our opponents
22 which resulted in Lee Doran’s try at
Whitehaven; and also evidence of a
more ‘professional’ and less panicky
approach in tight games - the way we
played in the final quarter,
notwithstanding their freak last second
try, at Whitehaven being the best
illustration of this.
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Metropolitan Borough [0

GOOD AFTERNOON KIDS!

Well, wasn’'t last weeks game a
thriller? One minute | was digging in my
pocket for my hankie the next up on my
toes as we scored a try, screaming with
delight! It just shows that you should
never give up. The Giants beanstalk
was certainly well shaken and we gave
them a fright or two. The bigger they
come the harder they fall and should

xa \})

Oldham ° a
veruser

we draw them in the top nine play offs
we can then finish the job off. It’s all
about the right attitude, and | repeat,
NEVER GIVING UP!

The programme was printed early
this week and at the time of going to
press the match mascot was not known
but who ever you are enjoy the day and
your name will be in the next
programme.

Welcome to the Hunslet supporters
particularly you younger ones and hope
you enjoy the game.

Keep up the support.

Party

for

0161 911 4037 0161 331 9307

Oldham Labour

Continuing its support

OLDHAM RLFC

OFFICES
Oldham Labour Group David Heyes MP Michael Meacher MP Phil Woolas MP
Civic Centre Oldham Ashton-U-Lyne Oldham West & Royton Oldham East &
Saddleworth

0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248
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A Potted History of

Hunslet

THE ORIGINAL Hunslet club was
established in May 1883 and, like most
clubs, has had an up and down existence.
They were founder members of the
Northern Rugby Union and, incidentally,
they were Oldhams first opponents in the
new code back in September 1895. Hunslet
won that match 16-8 but the Roughyeds
gained revenge three seasons later when
they defeated Hunslet 19-9 in the Challenge
Cup Final.

In those early years of our game
Hunslet were a team to be feared. They
were Yorkshire Champions in 1898 and in
1905 they were the first ever winners of the
Yorkshire Cup, beating Halifax 13-3 in the
final. Two seasons later, 1907-08, Hunslet
swept the board, becoming the first club to
win all four trophies available to them.
During that season they lost only six
matches. Remarkably five were lost
consecutively but the club recovered their
composure and were able to end the
season in a blaze of glory. Seven days after
beating Hull 14-0 in the Challenge Cup Final
they met Oldham in the Championship Final
at Salford. That match ended in a 7-7 draw
but Hunslet were able to claim their historic
clean sweep the following week when they
won the replay 12-2 at Wakefield. The star
of the Hunslet team in those days was
Albert Goldthorpe, Ahr Albert, who played
for the club for 21 years. He scored all
Hunslets points in the drawn Championship
final, a try and two goals, and added
another two goals in the replay, the second
taking his goal tally for the season to 101,
the first player to register a century of goals
in a season.

From then until the late 1920s, little
success came Hunslets way but it was a
different story in the 1930s. Hunslet won the
Yorkshire Championship in 1932 and were
Challenge Cup winners at Wembley in 1934
when they beat Widnes 11-5. Four years
later Hunslet met Leeds in the
Championship Final. The match was
controversially switched from Wakefield to

Elland Road days before the final at the
request of the two clubs who expected a
bigger crowd than could be accommodated
at Wakefield. The switch proved a
resounding success for 54,112 spectators,
at the time a record crowd for a rugby
league match in Britain, turned up to see
Hunslet win 8-2.

Sadly Hunslets only major success
since then came in 1962 when they beat
Hull Kingston Rovers 12-2 in the final of the
Yorkshire Cup. Prior to that a gallant
Hunslet team led St.Helens 12-4 in a
magnificent 1959 Championship Final
before losing 44-22 and in 1965 they were
involved in arguably the most entertaining
Challenge Cup Final of all time. Little
consolation to Hunslet who lost 20-16 to
Wigan.

Hunslets fortunes dipped in the early
1970s and in 1973, eight short years after
that Wembley glory, their Parkside ground
was sold to ease debts and the club folded.

They bounced back the following
season under the name New Hunslet,
playing at Leeds Greyhound Stadium,
Batleys Mount Pleasant ground, Elland
Road and Bramleys McLaren Field
enclosure before settling at South Leeds
Stadium in 1995. By then they were Hunslet
again and had lifted the Second Division
Championship in 1987. Their stay in
Division One was short lived and in 1997
they found themselves down in Division
Three. Nevertheless, they won that Division
Three title in 1997 and they also reached
Wembley, albeit for the Silk Cut Plate
competition.

Two years later Hunslet won the
Northern Ford Premiership with a dramatic
12-11 victory over Dewsbury in the Grand
Final. Their Super League dreams,
however, were shattered when promotion
was blocked.

It was a devastating blow and one from
which they have yet to recover. But Hunslet
have swept the seas before and | am sure
that they will do so again.
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Topric OF THE Day

..« THE 100 GREATEST RuGBY LEAGUE PLAYERS - EVER! (wen, 1951 to 2001)

1 ELLERY HANLEY M.B.E. (pictured with former
Oldham favourites Mike Ford and Andy Goodway)

Ellery Hanley was not the greatest passer of a ball
| have ever seen. And that said | would find it hard
to find any other fault with him. It is arguable that
no one has ever been so single minded or so
resolute in seeking perfection in his chosen
career. It would be difficult to name anyone who
trained harder or more frequently in pursuit of
excellence. Quite simply, as a player Ellery had
everything any coach could wish for. He was
astute, thoughtful, tactically aware, a superb
reader of the game, a leader by example and by
force of personality , Like Alex Murphy he knew
the laws of the game and how to use them to his
own advantage and that of his team. Hanley was
so good that he could play virtually any position
and you could argue all day as to which was his
best - if it mattered! Because Hanley is the
forerunner of several modern footballers such as
Paul Sculthorpe who can turn their hand to
anything: total rugby in the way of 1970’s Dutch or
2002 Brazilian soccer.

Leeds born Hanley signed for Bradford
Northern (as they were) without ever having seen
a game of Rugby League and was blooded at
international level on the 1984 tour coached by
Oldham'’s Frank Myler and captained by his club
skipper, a certain Brian Noble. Four years later
and following a move to Wigan who were to
dominate British rugby for the next decade, and
Hanley was himself captain of Mal Reilly's 1988
tourists. And on the 9th of July Hanley led his side
(including a wonderful display by Oldham prop
Hugh Waddell) to a 26-12 British victory over
Australia at the Sydney Football Stadium before a

disappointing and disbelieving crowd of 15,994. It
was Britain’s first win in Australia for 14 years and
followed 15 consecutive defeats at the hands of
the Kangaroos.

In 1992 Hanley was again nominated tour
captain but injury restricted him to 9 minutes of a
warm up fixture and Garry Scholfield took over.
Meanwhile during Australia’s visit to these shores
in 1990 Hanley led his side to a 19-12 Wembley
win and had almost snatched the Ashes when,
with the scores locked at 10-10, Australia broke
away to snatch a 14-10 last minute victory at Old
Trafford, Mal Meninga’s obstruction of Carl
Gibson proving decisive in allowing him to take
Ricky Stuart's try-scoring pass.

By 1994 Hanley had graduated to Great
Britain Coach, the First Test that year another
memorable British victory as 12 man Great Britain
overcame the sending off of Shaun Edwards early
in the game to win 8-4. As usual the Lions went
on to lose the next two games and the series.

Domestically Hanley captained Wigan in a
remarkable era of one club success. He appeared
at Wembley in 1988, 1989, 1990 and 1991,
winning the Lance Todd Trophy in ‘89 and
becoming the first man to lift the cup on three
successive occasions in 1991. Wigan were also
First Division Champions over five successive
seasons, Premiership winners in 1986-7 and
1991-2, Lancashire Cup winners 1985-6, 1986-7,
1987-88 and 1988-9 and Regal Trophy winners
1988-9 and 1989-90. Hanley was also a World
Club Championship winner against Manly in 1987.
In 1991 Hanley moved from Wigan to Leeds but
was unable to repeat his trophy winning exploits
with the under achieving Loiners.

The first black man to captain his country in
any major sport Ellery Hanley was a private man,
proud, dignified and uncompromising. One of only
a handful of Rugby League stars with an instantly
recognisable national profile he also played Down
Under with Western Suburbs and Balmain Tigers
being disgracefully ‘taken out’ of a Grand Final
when targeted as Balmain's ‘danger man'. A brief
flirtation with London Monarchs American football
team was, perhaps, not to his credit. Despite this
Ellery Hanley was a fine ambassador for his sport
and is rightly honoured with an M.B.E.

‘At his peak he was the greatest player | ever
saw in 40 years of watching rugby’, says Maurice
Lindsay and I, for one, agree. A non-smoker and
non-drinker Hanley was a fitness fanatic, a
devastating and tireless tackler and a try-scorer
supreme. Pace, power, swerve, side-step, hand
off were all Hanley characteristics, but what marks
him out above all others is mental toughness and
the will to win. In my book Ellery is ‘simply the
best'.
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Stat Attack

THE list of scorers published in League Express each week refers only to League fixtures but in
my view the Challenge Cup and Buddies Cup constituted first class fixtures as recognised by the
R.F.L. My records also include scores against York Wasps which at the time the games were
played constituted first class fixtures. | know if | had notched a hat-trick against the Wasps I'd be
pretty cut up to have the socres wiped out, although this no doubt is what the R.F.L. will do.

Taking the above factors into account the idea that an N.F.P. goalkicker has yet to reach a
century is incorrect. According to my records Jamie Rooney, Steve McNamara, Chris Charles,
Danny Wood and Neil Turley have already passed the 100 mark with Rooney the first to get there.

Here is my club by club guide to the leading scorers with some great battles going on within
clubs to finish at the head of the list:-

BARROW Tries Beverley 21, Salmon 19, Marshall 16, Irabar 13, Bowker 12, Henderson 10,
Marsh 10
Goals Holt 39 (+ 10 d.g.), Atkinson 35
BATLEY Tries Tomlinson 19, Lingard 18, Gleadhill 14, Maun 14, Horsley 10, Harrison 10
Goals Lawford 61 (+ 4 d.g.)
CHORLEY Tries Bloar 11, Street 9
Goals Jones 41
DEWSBURY Tries Flynn 18, Elston 13, Wainwright 10
Goals Briggs 40
DONCASTER Tries Fielden 24, Lee 18, Golden 16, Baker 14, Garcia 14, Ross 12

Goals Woodcock 88
FEATHERSTONE Tries Newlove 21, Lowe 20, Rooney 19, Chapman 13, Bramald 10, Graham 10,

Spurr 10
Goals Rooney 120 (+ 8 d.g.)
GATESHEAD Tries Neighbour 8

Goals Briggs 13, Thorman N. 13
HUDDERSFIELD Tries O’Hare 31, Gene 24, Crabtree 20, Thorman 17, Cooper 15, Turner 14, Reilly12,
Whittaker 12, March 11, Langley 11, Hallas 11
Goals McNamara 105, Thorman 49 (+ 3 d.g.)

HULL KR Tries Godfrey 17, McLarron 16, Charles 12, Murdock 12, Walker 12, Stott 11
Goals Charles 114
HUNSLET Tries Powell 22, Naylor 7
Goals Mycoe 16, Naylor 14
KEIGHLEY Tries Rushforth 10; Feevon 8
Goals Mitchell 29, Ashton 26
LEIGH Tries Turley 22, Bristow 17, Roper 16, Isherwood 14, Bretherton 11
Goals Turley 105
OLDHAM Tries Sibson 16, Roden 15, McNicholas 13, Barber 11,
Goals Braddish 63 (+3 d.g.), Barber 51
ROCHDALE Tries Calland 15, Cooper 11, Owen 10, Smith 10, Pachniuk 10
Goals Wood 102
SHEFFIELD Tries Poynter 14, Brown C. 9, Brown I. 9
Goals Brown G. 84 (+2 d.g.)
SWINTON Tries Roach 6, Thorpe 6, Nanyn 6
Goals Nanyn 34
WHITEHAVEN Tries Seeds 20, Lester 13, Smith L. 13
Goals Kirkbride 61 (+ 2 d.g.), O’Neill 46
WORKINGTON Tries Sice 18, Lewthwaite 15, Frazer 13, Beaumont 13, Wood S. 10, Manihera 10

Goals Manihera 94 (+ 2 d.g.)

Leading Points Scorers as | have them are:-
JAMIE ROONEY 324, NEIL TURLEY 298, CHRIS CHARLES 276, DANNY WOOD 236, TANE MANIHERA 230,
STEVE McNAMARA 218, JOHNNY WOODCOCK 208, GAVIN BROWN 192, CHRIS THORMAN 169

G.C.
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ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Business & OLDHAM R.L.F.C. in Oldham & Tameside
Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation problems contact:

Hyde — Stephen Howard 0161 - 366 6535 - Ashton — John Mills 0161 - 339 6140
Oldham - David Savidge 0161 - 624 2550 - Failsworth — Peter Scholes 0161 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

Secondhand tiles and slates

I_a 1 S d O W n e équght and sold

Demolition work undertaken

R O O f i n All materials can be picked up
g and delivered

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

S U p pl |eS Ltd } Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

SPILGRIM

INTERNATIONA L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

www.pilgrim-international.co.uk
- Te o!l 61 785 7700

T 2 brighrtern huatunre

WAL

Soomoet Wﬁmcz[l@ws

PVCu Windows, Doors & Conservatories

SuNseT WINDowS LimiTED, WADDINGTON STREET, OLbHAM OL9 6QH
Tel. 0161 624 5962 - Fax 0161 627 5094
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SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF SCHOOL
UNIFORM AT BEST PRICES

Personal Service Guaranteed
Mail Order & Delivery Service
Available

*,
o5

PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE
93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7]J

Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 HR ANSWERPHONE
e.mail: saddsports @excite.co.uk
www.saddleworthsports.co.uk

EASY PARKING * VISA * MASTERCARD * SWITCH *
DELTA * SOLO *+ AMEX

CANTONESE RESTAURANT

WE’ve CURED

HEADACHES FOR
THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers
of upholstery

L=

1
L

2 = fillings for over
s ‘; a century, Platt
“ e & Hill make
’l\ ! e foam and fibre
?,ﬁ&g ~ fillings of the
Y -aa\ (2N highest quality
6 o AWERNEY <L right here in
Oldham.
Platt & Hill
Belgrave Mill Manchester Road - Mossley OL5 9QW
Fitton Hill Road Tel: 01457 839638 / 01457 834169

Oldham OL8 2LZ




Topric OF THE DAy

.« THE 100 GREATEST RuGBY LEAGUE PLAYERS = EVER! (wer, 1951 to 2001)

1 ELLERY HANLEY M.B.E. (pictured with former
Oldham favourites Mike Ford and Andy Goodway)

Ellery Hanley was not the greatest passer of a ball
| have ever seen. And that said | would find it hard
to find any other fault with him. It is arguable that
no one has ever been so single minded or so
resolute in seeking perfection in his chosen
career. It would be difficult to name anyone who
trained harder or more frequently in pursuit of
excellence. Quite simply, as a player Ellery had
everything any coach could wish for. He was
astute, thoughtful, tactically aware, a superb
reader of the game, a leader by example and by
force of personality , Like Alex Murphy he knew
the laws of the game and how to use them to his
own advantage and that of his team. Hanley was
so good that he could play virtually any position
and you could argue all day as to which was his
best - if it mattered! Because Hanley is the
forerunner of several modern footballers such as
Paul Sculthorpe who can turn their hand to
anything: total rugby in the way of 1970’s Dutch or
2002 Brazilian soccer.

Leeds born Hanley signed for Bradford
Northern (as they were) without ever having seen
a game of Rugby League and was blooded at
international level on the 1984 tour coached by
Oldham’s Frank Myler and captained by his club
skipper, a certain Brian Noble. Four years later
and following a move to Wigan who were to
dominate British rugby for the next decade, and
Hanley was himself captain of Mal Reilly's 1988
tourists. And on the 9th of July Hanley led his side
(including a wonderful display by Oldham prop
Hugh Waddell) to a 26-12 British victory over
Australia at the Sydney Football Stadium before a

disappointing and disbelieving crowd of 15,994. It
was Britain’s first win in Australia for 14 years and
followed 15 consecutive defeats at the hands of
the Kangaroos.

In 1992 Hanley was again nominated tour
captain but injury restricted him to 9 minutes of a
warm up fixture and Garry Scholfield took over.
Meanwhile during Australia’s visit to these shores
in 1990 Hanley led his side to a 19-12 Wembley
win and had almost snatched the Ashes when,
with the scores locked at 10-10, Australia broke
away to snatch a 14-10 last minute victory at Old
Trafford, Mal Meninga’s obstruction of Carl
Gibson proving decisive in allowing him to take
Ricky Stuart's try-scoring pass.

By 1994 Hanley had graduated to Great
Britain Coach, the First Test that year another
memorable British victory as 12 man Great Britain
overcame the sending off of Shaun Edwards early
in the game to win 8-4. As usual the Lions went
on to lose the next two games and the series.

Domestically Hanley captained Wigan in a
remarkable era of one club success. He appeared
at Wembley in 1988, 1989, 1990 and 1991,
winning the Lance Todd Trophy in ‘89 and
becoming the first man to lift the cup on three
successive occasions in 1991. Wigan were also
First Division Champions over five successive
seasons, Premiership winners in 1986-7 and
1991-2, Lancashire Cup winners 1985-6, 1986-7,
1987-88 and 1988-9 and Regal Trophy winners
1988-9 and 1989-90. Hanley was also a World
Club Championship winner against Manly in 1987.
In 1991 Hanley moved from Wigan to Leeds but
was unable to repeat his trophy winning exploits
with the under achieving Loiners.

The first black man to captain his country in
any major sport Ellery Hanley was a private man,
proud, dignified and uncompromising. One of only
a handful of Rugby League stars with an instantly
recognisable national profile he also played Down
Under with Western Suburbs and Balmain Tigers
being disgracefully ‘taken out’ of a Grand Final
when targeted as Balmain’s ‘danger man’. A brief
flirtation with London Monarchs American football
team was, perhaps, not to his credit. Despite this
Ellery Hanley was a fine ambassador for his sport
and is rightly honoured with an M.B.E.

‘At his peak he was the greatest player | ever
saw in 40 years of watching rugby’, says Maurice
Lindsay and |, for one, agree. A non-smoker and
non-drinker Hanley was a fitness fanatic, a
devastating and tireless tackler and a try-scorer
supreme. Pace, power, swerve, side-step, hand
off were all Hanley characteristics, but what marks
him out above all others is mental toughness and
the will to win. In my book Ellery is ‘simply the
best’.
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Stat Attack

THE list of scorers published in League Express each week refers only to League fixtures but in
my view the Challenge Cup and Buddies Cup constituted first class fixtures as recognised by the
R.F.L. My records also include scores against York Wasps which at the time the games were
played constituted first class fixtures. | know if | had notched a hat-trick against the Wasps I'd be
pretty cut up to have the socres wiped out, although this no doubt is what the R.F.L. will do.

Taking the above factors into account the idea that an N.F.P. goalkicker has yet to reach a
century is incorrect. According to my records Jamie Rooney, Steve McNamara, Chris Charles,
Danny Wood and Neil Turley have already passed the 100 mark with Rooney the first to get there.

Here is my club by club guide to the leading scorers with some great battles going on within
clubs to finish at the head of the list:-

BARROW Tries Beverley 21, Salmon 19, Marshall 16, Irabar 13, Bowker 12, Henderson 10,
Marsh 10
Goals Holt 39 (+ 10 d.g.), Atkinson 35
BATLEY Tries Tomlinson 19, Lingard 18, Gleadhill 14, Maun 14, Horsley 10, Harrison 10
Goals Lawford 61 (+ 4 d.g.)
CHORLEY Tries Bloar 11, Street 9
Goals Jones 41
DEWSBURY Tries Flynn 18, Elston 13, Wainwright 10
Goals Briggs 40
DONCASTER Tries Fielden 24, Lee 18, Golden 16, Baker 14, Garcia 14, Ross 12

Goals Woodcock 88
FEATHERSTONE Tries Newlove 21, Lowe 20, Rooney 19, Chapman 13, Bramald 10, Graham 10,

Spurr 10
Goals Rooney 120 (+ 8 d.g.)
GATESHEAD Tries Neighbour 8

Goals Briggs 13, Thorman N. 13
HUDDERSFIELD Tries O’Hare 31, Gene 24, Crabtree 20, Thorman 17, Cooper 15, Turner 14, Reilly12,
Whittaker 12, March 11, Langley 11, Hallas 11
Goals McNamara 105, Thorman 49 (+ 3 d.g.)

HULL KR Tries Godfrey 17, McLarron 16, Charles 12, Murdock 12, Walker 12, Stott 11
Goals Charles 114
HUNSLET Tries Powell 22, Naylor 7
Goals Mycoe 16, Naylor 14
KEIGHLEY Tries Rushforth 10, Feevon 8
Goals Mitchell 29, Ashton 26
LEIGH Tries Turley 22, Bristow 17, Roper 16, Isherwood 14, Bretherton 11
Goals Turley 105
OLDHAM Tries Sibson 16, Roden 15, McNicholas 13, Barber 11,
Goals Braddish 63 (+3 d.g.), Barber 51
ROCHDALE Tries Calland 15, Cooper 11, Owen 10, Smith 10, Pachniuk 10
Goals Wood 102
SHEFFIELD Tries Poynter 14, Brown C. 9, Brown I. 9
Goals Brown G. 84 (+2 d.g.)
SWINTON Tries Roach 6, Thorpe 6, Nanyn 6
Goals Nanyn 34
WHITEHAVEN Tries Seeds 20, Lester 13, Smith L. 13
Goals Kirkbride 61 (+ 2 d.g.), O’Neill 46
WORKINGTON Tries Sice 18, Lewthwaite 15, Frazer 13, Beaumont 13, Wood S. 10, Manihera 10

Goals Manihera 94 (+ 2 d.g.)

Leading Points Scorers as | have them are:—
JAMIE ROONEY 324, NEIL TURLEY 298, CHRIS CHARLES 276, DANNY WOOD 236, TANE MANIHERA 230,
STEVE McNAMARA 218, JOHNNY WOODCOCK 208, GAVIN BROWN 192, CHRIS THORMAN 169

G.C.
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LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

Best WISHES
TO
OLpHAM RLFC

UNITs 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

Mon - Sat  10.30- 5.30

0161 633 0074

If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank., convert

Y¢ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Tina Horton, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plec
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

DRONSFIELDS

MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL
ROAD, DOBCROSS
OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717
FAX: 01457 - 871940

New & Used Mercedes
Vehicles & Spares

Amega
Labels Ltd

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

@

Shaw Street
Oldham OL1 3RR

Tel 0161 785 0813
Fax 0161 624 6507
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Player SPONSORSHIP

Tel: 0161 626 0896

Gareth Barber
Harry Long (0ldham) Ltd Anthony Gibbons - Joe McNicholas
Plumbing, Heating & e e
Mechanical Services Alphatec ain Tayior
Tel: 0161 626 9175
Ji raddish id Gi
ohn B David Gibbons Anthony Murray
Tymbuktu Health & Allen, Mills, Howard & Co. Bull's Head
Beauty Clinic Accountants Heyside
0161 624 5667 Oldham & Tameside 4
Keith Brennan Paul Norton
fth Jon Goddard
Lansdowne Roofing R Sunset National
Supplies Ltd Medlock b Conservatories
Communications .

Tel: 0161 624 5962

Communications

Neil Roden D G
David Macauley anny Guest
Chartered Surveyor John Barrett Andy Proctor
Poulton-le-Fylde .
01253 883833 (Time Keeper)
Phil Farrell
Jason Clegg Joey Hayes ”:’s’s ’zi‘[’:t’zas’"
ORLFC Staff Ray & Chris Broadbent Architects
0161 688 1820
Bryan Henare
i Lansdowne Trading Mark Sibson
Will Cowell Sonices Ltd MigK Fiarrop
0161 626 1141
Gavin Dodd Wit
Gavin Johnson V- Chris Campbell
Oldham Rugby Union 30 b by P
Steve Molloy
hn Hough
Lee Doran _— Jo & Lees Village Service
Alphatec o Medlock Station

0161 624 2306

oldham
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9 e g o T
WINO’S WINE SHOP |EETTRTS
63 GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE OL1 1LX ; ? Iz‘;:u { @MMA

0161 652 9396 & ey

Established in 1983, Wino’s is an Independent
Oldham based company. We stock over 1500
different wines, 250 spirits and over 60 beers.

Apart from the retail shop in George Street, Oldham &
we now supply direct to the trade, from restaurants
and wine bars through to the company board room.

We also offer a sale or return service on many of
our wines for parties, weddings etc., you pay for
what you drink.

The free loan of champagne flutes, wine goblets
and beer glasses, whether it be a party of 20 or a

function of 520, is available.

We pride ourselves on offering friendly professional service.
5% DISCOUNT on any MIXED CASE OF 12 BOTTLES
Wines supplied Sale or Return for Weddings or Functions
FREE GLASS LOAN — FREE DELIVERY SERVICE - MAILING LIST
Hope to see you soon - PHIL, IAN, MARK and STEVE

HAYNESWOOD

Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office: USA Office:

St John’s Mill Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
113 St John Street, Lees, 1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,
Oldham OL4 3DJ, England. Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337 Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367 Fax: +1 831462 3583
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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Fixtures

Date Opponent Result Att
DECEMBER F-A

2 SWINTON LIONS H P
16 HullKR. L 10-26 2032
30 Leigh L 12-46 3388
JANUARY

6 YORK W 3216 1130
13 Dewsbury Rams L 6-30 1410
20  CHORLEY LYNX W 342 1114
27 WESTHULL (CCupR&Q)W  38-4 1131
FEBRUARY

3 Workington L 2028 991
10 STHELENS (CCupRd4) L  6-40 4089
17 GATESHEAD W 542 931
MARCH

3 Huddersfield L 18-28 3191

10 DONCASTER DRAGONS D 2222 1067
15 Sheffield Eagles W 25-6 1095
24  FEATHERSTONE W 2312 1533
29 Rochdale Hornets (NC) L 13-14 2096
APRIL

2 DEWSBURYR.(NC) W 47-12 1056
7 Huddersfield G. (NC) L 16-44 2687
21 Hunslet Hawks (NC) W 56-10 747
MAY

5  BATLEY B. (NC) W 40-16 1204
12 HUDDERSFIELD(NC%F)L 16-36 1699
23 ROCHDALE HORNETS L 24-28 1050
JUNE

2 Keighley Cougars W 34-32 1188
9 WHITEHAVEN W 4612 867
16 Barrow W 27-25 791
L
W

23 BATLEY BULLDOGS 26-34 1058
30 Hunslet Hawks 34-20 679
JULY

7 LEIGH L 22-26 1,526
14 Chorley Lynx W 5210 605
21 Whitehaven L 1720 1,010
28  HUDDERSFIELD L 30-32 1,339

AUGUST

4 HUNSLET HAWKS
11 Batley Bulldogs
18 Rochdale Hornets
25  WORKINGTON
SEPTEMBER

8  KEIGHLEY COUGARS H

= > > =

Sponsers

OLoHAM RLFC FULLY SUPPORT THE LET'S
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN
AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL
ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLACE IN OUR GAME
AND  RACIST CHANTS ARE  TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE.
ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME.

Man of the Match
Sponsor

CRrRYOvVAC EUROPE

Matchball Sponsor
MACFARLANE
IMERCHANTING

Programme Sponsor

EXPORT & GENERAL
PAckING Co. LTD.
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two players

that deserve a try this season

fordka collection
1.3i 3dr

e cd player
e electric windows
¢ central locking

e leather steering wheel

£7,995

new fordfocus zetec
1.6i16v 3dr

e cd player
¢ alloy wheels
e remote central locking

¢ electric windows

£11,745

northern ford dealers - official sponsors of the northern ford premiership

call 0845 7111 888 for your local ford dealer




< OLDHAM

Coach: Steve MOLLOY

Mark SIBSON
Joey HAYES
Gareth BARBER
Jon GODDARD
Joe McNICHOLAS
Neil RODEN
Keith BRENNAN
Steve MOLLOY
John HOUGH
Paul NORTON
Lee DORAN
Bryan HENARE
David GIBBONS

will coweLL €L
Danny GUEST @&}
Chris CAMPBELL @

Jason CLEGG
TODAY?’S

REFEREE: STEVE PRESELEY @

HUNSLET =

Coach: Roy Sampson
Micky JOHNSON
Bryn POWELL

Lee BARGATE

Paul SEAL

Alan WHITE
Gareth NAYLOR
Phil HASTY

Steve PRYCE
Dave MYCOE

Neil BRADBROOK
Mick COYLE
Jonlee LOCKWOOD
Tony HOWCROFT
Neil LEE

Dan BRIGGS
Scott DYSON

Lee INNES

OFFICIALS

R. A. INGHAM

C. NICHOLS [£1 | S- TORDOFF

together

the outlook’s bright



