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O L . D H A I V l

a t t h e v e r y h e a r t o f t h e N o r t h k l e s t

Oidham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to
live, work or visit at the heart of the North West.

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and
Oldham has the region's largest town centre based indoor shopping area.

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.
Anew bus station and the anticipation of the Metroiink tram system
coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for
investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including anew
Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the
arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be
opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,
West Street, Oidham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 4936,
E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk, or visit our website at www.oldham.gov.uk
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Hot Sent Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited
6 4 U n i o n S t r e e t

O ldham OL1 1DJ
Te lephone: 0161 628 3677

Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

with Christopher Hamiiton
AS WE enter the final straight of
this marathon playing season its
all to play for. With three games
to go -all at home -it’s neck and neck for the ninth and final
spot in the play-offs.

We know that if we win all 3games we will make it and as
such i t ’s in our own hands. We have had no luck at al l this
season but the old saying of “You make your own luck’’ is also
t r u e .

C H A I R M A N

Christopher Hamilton
D I R E C T O R S

Christopher Hamilton,
Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead

H E A D C O A C H

Steve Molloy
ASSISTANT COACH/CONDITIONER

Andy Proctor
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY COACH

S h a u n G a r t l a n d
P H Y S I O T H E R A P I S T S

Nic Walker, Louise Waters
& C l a r e G r o s s

T I M E K E E P E R

J o h n B a r r e t t
C L U B D O C T O R

D r D a v i d H a r r i s o n
M e d i a & M a r k e t i n g M a n a g e r

Nigel Marland
C o m m e r c i a l M a n a g e r

John Battye
G e n e r a l M a n a g e r

Robin Highfield
S e c r e t a r y & L o t t e r y M a n a g e r

L o r r a i n e R o w b o t t o m
p r o g r a m m e e d i t o r s

Nigel Marland &Brian Walker

By the time you read these notes Friday’s transfer deadline
will have passed and hopefully we will have acouple of new
faces on board to help our final push.

Today’s game against Workington will undoubtedly be
another nerve wrecker with both teams on the same points
from the same number of games. Workington, following the
departure of Martin Wood, will be keen to impress and will need
no motivation for this game.

Having drawn this season against Doncaster and Batley,
having beaten Keighley and Barrow by two points each and
having lost against Rochdale (3 times!), Leigh, Whitehaven and
Huddersfield by four points or less the need for mental
toughness has never been more apparent.

Just imagine had we won those games the extra points
would have seen us sitting in something like third place. What
adifferent perspective that would put on this season. One thing
is for sure, however, the players have demonstrated that they
have the ability to compete with the best teams in the division
as they have shown and if they can cut out some of the costly
errors we can still be aforce to be reckoned with.

With the Dewsbury game coming up on Wednesday your
continued support is appreciated and with this crucial time of
the season if you can bring along extra ‘friends’ that would be
f a n t a s t i c .

C L U B H O N O U R S

AJLaw Cup Winners 1998,
1 9 9 9 / 2 0 0 0

Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand F ina l i s t s 2001

H A L L O F F A M E M E M B E R S

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LeES, BrEWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton

1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard

Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,

Andy Goodway 1979-85 &1993-94,

Who knows it might even be that some of these ‘fans’ who
have been to away matches but not to any at Hurst Cross might
even turn up and help financially their own club instead of
everybody elses. We live in hope.

Enjoy the game.
C h r i s

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

We Would Like To Thank The Oldham Evening Chronicle &Rugby League Express For The Use Of Photography

Printed by Pennine Printing Services Ltd. Ripponden, West Yorkshire HX6 4EH !Tel 01422 825333 !Fax 01422 825444
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Coach’s Comments! .with Steve Molloy’ /

ASPECIAL welcome to al l fans, players and
o f fi c i a l s o f W o r k i n g t o n To w n t o w h a t c o u l d
well prove to be avery crucial game for both
clubs. The fight for the ninth spot is proving
to be more of acontest than the top spot.

I r e a l l y f e e l o u r s p e c t a t o r s w i l l h a v e a
massive input into how we actually finish the
season w i th ou r fina l t h ree games , be fo re
any play-offs, all being at Hurst Cross. It has
cer ta in l y been aseason o f tu rmo i l bo th on
and off the field and now our recent in jury
c r i s i s h a s j u s t a d d e d t o t h i s . Y o u r v o c a l
support wi l l be absolutely vi tal to us and I
know you won ’ t l e t us down .

A g a i n a l o t o f g r e y h a i r s a n d c h e w e d
finger nai ls have been engendered over the
last couple of weeks. Ist i l l bel ieve with the
Batley game that we controlled the game for
such alarge period of the game, that to come away with only apoint was
ut ter ly f rustrat ing. The Rochdale game, l ike a l l derb ies was c lose and
extremely hard fought. In the end Ifeel the injury situation probably cost
us the game in that we didn’t have much experience on the bench and in
t igh t games Iam cer ta in tha t exper ience on the bench g ives you tha t
e d g e .

i s i ]
1^ ^ 3

fiT inrok.

This added to some strange refereeing in the two games has cost us
dearly over the last couple of weeks, but as ever at this club the lads will
never give up and will give their all whatever the circumstances.

E n j o y t h e g a m e .
S t e v e

P A C K A G I N G L I M I T E D
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

P a c k a g i n g S o l u t i o n s f o r B r i t i s h I n d u s t r y

G r e e n g a t e S t . O l d h a m O L 4 1 D F

0 1 6 1 - 2 8 4 9 0 0 0
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PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &

GARAGE SERVICES

D E R E K A N T H O N Y L T D .
G e n e r a l S h e e t m e t a l W o r k e r s &

S t r u c t u r a l S t e e l F a b r i c a t o r s
U n i t s 4 / 5 ■W h i t e s w a n I n d u s t r i a l E s t a t e

D e r k e r S t r e e t ■O l d h a m O L l 3 L Y

Puncture Repairs ■Wheel Balancing

Tracking ■Shockers ■Servicing

Clutches ■Brakes ■Welding

M.O.T. Repairs ■Exhausts

Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 4 2 0 0 ! F a x . 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 3 6 1 6

Wish ORLFC every success for 2002

Speedy Hire Centres
(Northern) Ltd.

O l d h a m D e p o t
Te l 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 8 111

For all your
P l a n t & To o l H i r e N e e d s

Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2002 Season

B e e v e r S t r e e t ! O l d h a m 0 L 1 3 T D

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 8 2 6 & 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 9 9 4 9
F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 9 9 4 9

R o u g h y e d s
w e b s i t e a d d r e s s :

w w w . r o u g h y e d s . c o . u k
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I n Y c r F a c e iffT

more startling -could land them from the
touchl ine whi le bl indfolded.

All of which causes me to reflect on the
absence of Pat Rich from this year’s Oldham
team. With so many close games either
drawn or lost by six points, or fewer where
might Oldham have been with areally reliable
marksman such as Jamie Rooney or Neil
Turley? having possessed aworld record
breaking goalkicker in the 1950’s in the great
Bernard Ganley Oldham, above most clubs,
should recognise the value of areliable
marksman. Phil Larder was equally prolific
and Irecall Oldham teams of the past finding
places on the wing for steady points
accumula to rs such as Ur i S toud in and Er ic
Fitzsimmons. There is no doubt that Pat Rich
in his time with the Roughyeds was amajor
influence and game breaker. And the
advantage of akicker with areputation for
converting every opportunity is that is puts
pressure on the opposition not to concede
penalties, especially in their own half of the
field. The N.F.P. current ly boasts some
outstanding kickers with, in addition to
Rooney and Turley, the likes of Johnny
Woodcock of Doncaster, Steve McNamara of
Fluddersfield, Chris Charles of Hull K.R.,
Tane Manihera of Workington and, as we
discovered to our cost at Spotland last week,
Rochdale’s Danny Wood. The moral is
o b v i o u s .

AVISIT to the new Manchester City Stadium
during the Commonwealth Games was areal
pleasure. It is really pleasing to be able-to
r e c o r d a B r i t i s h s u c c e s s s t o r y a n d
Manchester showed the sel f regarding,
opinionated politicos who run our nation’s
affairs down in London just how it should be
done. The experience knocked avisit to
Wembley into acocked hat. Isimilarly
enjoyed atrip to Cardiff’s Millennium Stadium
and those who have been to Murrayfield for
the Challenge Cup Final have also been
suitably impressed. The entertainment and
t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y o f f o o d a n d d r i n k a t
Manchester were good (st i l l abi t pr icy,
though) and the stewarding friendly and not
at all intrusive -others please note! Idon’t
know about parking, but we walked virtually
straight onto ashuttle bus back to Victoria
a n d s u f f e r e d n o h a s s l e w h a t s o e v e r. I k n o w
the Commonwealth Games was staffed by
volunteers in large part so it will be interesting
to see how things go after the conversion
work and the arrival of Manchester City F.C.
in 2003. However, at this juncture it would be
fair to say that here is avenue well worthy of
c o n s i d e r a t i o n b y t h e R u g b y L e a g u e
authorities for the staging of big games such
as Test Matches, avenue, what’s more,
virtually in the heart of avibrant city with
much to offer visitors. And the bonus for we
Roughyed followers is it’s only about six miles
f r o m O l d h a m !

❖ » : ♦
❖❖

I’m not the greatest fan in the world of
Bradford Bul ls but even Ihave to admit that
their victory in the Middlesex 7s tournament
last weekend, coming on the back of asound
thrashing at Valley Parade by St. Helens the
night before was aremarkable achievement.
Iadmit to being adoubter about the
participation by rugby league clubs in an
event of this nature at all, but Bradford’s
triumph is areal publicity coup. Except of
course TV. and the press studiously avoided
much ment ion of the i r win in what was the
major rugby union event of the weekend. No
wonder we’re paranoid up North!

V\/hen Hazem El Mazri kicked alast gasp
goal for Canterbury Bulldogs to defeat
Newcastle Knights at Marathon Stadium he
emphasised once again the importance of a
reliable goalkicker, just as Paul Deacon had
for Bradford in akey match with Wigan earlier
in the season. With the very best kickers
averaging asuccess rate over 90% it is clear
where the difference can lie not only in
winning or losing but in putting silverware on
the sideboard. When put to the test by New
S o u t h W a l e s C o a c h P h i l G o u l d t h e
phenomenal El Mazri proved able to land
goals equally well with his left foot and -even G . C .
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O n T h i s D a y . . .
Don Yates looks back to August 25th yesteryear

Saturday 25th August 1945 was avery
significant day in the history of todays
visitors Workington Town. That was the day
when the club played its very first
compet i t ive match, ahome League
Championship match against Broughton
Rangers. Town had spent the summer
recruiting players including scrum-half
Wilson Irving from Oldham. Tint, as he was
known, skippered Town on that historic
o c c a s i o n a n d w e n t o n t o m a d e 2 8
appearances for the club during the
following couple of seasons, scoring five
tries and agoal. One of those tries was
scored against Broughton in that opening
match when Town, although confident of
victory, did not expect to win as easily as
they did, the final score being 27-5. The
player who had the distinction of scoring
Workingtons first ever try was winger
George Armstrong. The other winger, Billy
Askew, scored twice whilst centre Medley
Rodgers, stand-off George Jepson and
s e c o n d - r o w f o r w a r d S a m S t u d h o l m e a l s o
touched down fo r t r ies . The o ther second-
rower, Dennis Cavanagh, landed three
goals. That opening fixture was played at
Borough Park, the Workington soccer
ground because Derwent Park was not
completed until 1956. The Broughton match
a t t r a c t e d a n a t t e n d a n c e o f 4 , 1 0 0 , a
disappointing figure in those days.

It was on this day in 1956, Saturday
24th August, that the great Oldham team
which went on to win the Championship
pulled off aparticularly satisfying victory.
They won at Rochdale that day and,
although any victory over Hornets is acause
for celebration, the score was 43-0. The list
o f s c o r e r s w i l l i n v o k e f o n d m e m o r i e s f o r
those supporters fortunate enough to have
seen the great team play. Tries were scored
by Denis Ayres (3), John Etty (2), Frank
Stirrup, Jack Keith, Frank Pitchford and
Derek Turner. Bernard Ganley landed eight
goals. The six players who appeared that
day but did not score were Dick Cracknell,
Alan Davies, Ken Jackson, Don Vines,

C h a r l i e W i n s l a d e a n d S i d L i t t l e . W h a t a
t e a m !

On the same afternoon, Saturday 24th
August 1956, Workington Town won 13-6 at
Widnes. Their try scorers were winger Ralph
McCarten and centres Bill Wookey and Ike
Southward who also landed two goals.
S o u t h w a r d b e c a m e b e t t e r k n o w n a s a
winger who was involved in two World
record transfer transactions. Oldham bought
him for £10,650 in March 1959 and sold him
back to Workington for £11,000 just less
than two years later.

No player has scored more tries for
Workington Town than Ike Southward but
the Workington club records for goals and
p o i n t s i s h e l d b y O l d h a m b o r n l a i n
MacCorquodale. He scored 1802 points for
Town between 1972 and 1980 including 779
placed goals and 31 dropped goals. On
Sunday 25th August 1974 MacCorquodale
landed six of those goals against Huyton
who were beaten 33-7 at Derwent Park in a
Second Div is ion match.

O n S u n d a y 2 5 t h A u g u s t 1 9 9 6
Watersheddings staged its last competitive

m a t c h w h e n t h e

Roughyeds wound up
t h e i r 1 9 9 6 S u p e r
League season with a
34-25 home v ic tory
over Sheffield Eagles,
i t p r o v e d t o b e a
r o u s i n g fi n a l e f o r
O ldham suppo r t e r s
w h o s a w t h e i r s i d e
r e c o v e r f r o m a 2 1 - 6
h a l f - t i m e d e fi c i t t o

sna tch v i c to ry w i th
winger Scott Ranson
grabbing ahattrick of

tries in the closing 16 minutes. Centre Paul
Atcheson (2), hooker Gary Burns and loose-
forward David Bradbury scored the other
tries with stand-off Francis Maloney and
substitute Paul Crook (2) adding goals. The
at tendance a t that h is tor ic fina l match was
2,515.

m4 - ^

t .
L
P a u l A t c h e s o n
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A d a m s o n s
M a r s h a l l

Pumps
C R A S H R E PA I R C E N T R E

M O T O R B O D Y A C C I D E N T
R E P A I R S P E C I A L I S T S

As approved distributor for many of
Europe’s leading manufacturers, we

support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled

technical expertise

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Te lephone
Member oi iha0161 627 4001

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 1 9 0 4
^̂BUTÔ |ft5S(̂
I

OPGRgRTI'V'JojOOi/C r o s s S t r e e t B o t t o m o ’ t h M o o r
O l d h a m O L 4 1 J G Certificate No. 910554

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
R h o d e s B a n k ■O l d h a m - O L 11 U A

Tel: 0161 678 6111 ■Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: info@marshallpumps. co. uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

2 4 H O U R R E C O V E RY S E RV I C E

!Q U A L I T Y W O R K M A N S H I P A LWAY S !

H A D A N A C C I D E N T ?
Y O U M A Y B E E N T I T L E D T O C O M P E N S A T I O N

N O W I N , N O F E E
F R E E H O M E V I S I T S

FIRST INTERVIEW EREE WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATIONS

A’t'-t

y
<

C A L L U S N O W O N :

0 8 0 0 9 1 7 7 2 7 8
W E K N O W T H E A N S W E R

K E I T H D Y S O N S O L I C I T O R S
T H E P E R S O N A L I N J U R Y S P E C I A L I S T S

39 Liverpool Road Cast lefield Manchester M3 4NQ
T e l : 0 1 6 1 8 3 2 9 9 3 3
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T E A M R Y D E R
D U T T O N

A t G E O R G E H I L L

i t ' s n e v e r a T R Y I N G

exper ience. We
have all the products

I^you need to get the
right RESULT every time.

Call in for ahelping hand not aHAND-OFF

E S T A T E A G E N T S

V A L U E R S A N D S U R V E Y O R S :

J
r

Wherever you see
this sign you can

b e a s s u r e d
o f a n e f fi c i e n t a n d

professional
approach to any
property matter

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL1HA

Te l . 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk
Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,

Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &

Ashton-u-Lyne

y
7

I
I

W a^1!
S I

T i m b e r & B u i l d i n g S u p p l i e s
Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB

T e l : O I 6 l 6 2 7 2 0 2 0 F a x : O I 6 l 6 3 3 2 2 5 0
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www.georgehill-timber.co.uk

L A W R E N C E P E R R I N S & S O N S L I M I T E D
Established 1947 

Plumbers !Electricians Heating Engineering
Security Systems

176 Oldham Road, Springhead, Oldham OL4 5SJ
Tel 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

Contact Goodwin Best for aquality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health &Safety Audits.

C o m m e r c i a l I n s u r a n c e B r o k e r s

Cas t le House ,Schofie ld S t ree t . O ldham,OL8 1QL

G o o d w i n

B E S 7

JBHBAI Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 2 2 0 0 F a x : 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 7 7 8 5Oldham Chamber

C o m m u n i t y
Legal Service Cr imina l

defence Serv/ce

3r /
W R I G L E Y

C L A Y D O N
S O L I C I T O R S s i n c e 1 7 9 5

2 9 / 3 3 U N I O N S T R E E T O L D H A M O L 1 1 H H

T E L 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 8 1 1 F A X : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 3 7 4 3

EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEB: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
P L E A S E D T O B E P A R T O F T H E T E A M
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Academy First Division Fixturesw i t h
Shaun

~J .kl Oartland

MAY

Sheffield Eagles W22-20

Keighley Cougars W60-12
Workingfon Town P
OLDHAM

11 OLDHAM

15 OLDHAM

18 OLDHAM

25 Dewsbury Rams

V

V

V

L20-12V
tl»

JUNE

OLDHAM

Whitehaven

OLDHAM

Doncaster Dragons 2.30
OLDHAM

W46-262Keighley Cougars
8 O L D H A M

16 Sheffield Eagles
22 OLDHAM

29 Barrow Raiders

V

PV

W40-36V

V

W31-14V

JULY

Leigh Centurions
OLDHAM

Barrow Raiders

L6-466 O L D H A M

21 Whitehaven

27 OLDHAM

V31
L35-20

W38-8

V

V

AUGUST

7 O L D H A M

11 Leigh Centurions v
18 Workington Town v
29 Whitehaven

SEPTEMBER

1Doncaster Dragons vOLDHAM

8Academy First Division Grand Final Play Offs
21 Academy Championship Grand Final Play Offs
28 Academy First Division Grand Final
‘Workington hove inilicoted thot they have disbanded their
Academy side but unlii olliciai notificalion is received Irom
the RFL the matches are stiti inciuded within the fixture tist’.

W18-10Dewshury Rams
OLDHAM

OLDHAM

OLDHAM

V

L30-4

P

7.00V

1.00
f

‘Paui Bennett scored asuperb last minute try to
ensure victory against Dewsbury Rams Academy.

U 2 1 A L L I A N C E S P R I N G C U P R E S U L T S
Dewsbury Rams
Rochda le Ho rne t s

Workington Town
Batley Bulldogs
Rochda le Ho rne t s

Batley Bulldogs

W o n 1 8 - 1 2
3 2 - 1 0
3 0 - 1 4

(A)Thursday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Saturday
Thursday

14th February
2 n d M a r c h

2 2 n d M a r c h
3 0 t h M a r c h

6th April
13th April
25th April

U21 ALL IANCE CONTINUATION LEAGUE F IXTURES
18th May
23rd May
6th June
13th June

(A) L o s t
(H) W o n

L o s t 7 4 - 8(A)
2 2 - 1 0
4 8 - 2 0

(H) L o s t
(H) W o n

Batley Bulldogs (Semi Finals) (A) L o s t 3 6 - 1 8

5 2 - 6(A) W o nBatley Bulldogs
Rochda le Ho rne t s

Batley Bulldogs
Rochda le Ho rne t s

Saturday
Thursday
Thursday
Thursday

2 2 - 2 1(H) W o n
W o n 4 8 - 2 2(H)
L o s t 5 2 - 0(A)
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WITH just three league games left from which the
Roughyeds will need maximum points to have afair
chance of securing ninth spot and with it aplace in the
TOP NINE GRAND FINAL SERIES today's NFP ROUND
UP zones in to the dog fights surrounding the battle and
also what would be required to gain that all important
10th spot in next seasons National League One for those
sides failing to qualify automatically by finishing in the top
n i n e .

H O W T H E T O P N I N E G R A N D E I N A L S E R I E S
W O R K S . . . .

W e k k O n e E l i m i n a t i o n S e m i E i n a l s

(Sunday 15th September 2002)
M a t c h A T e a m 4 v T e a m 9
M a t c h B T e a m 5 v T e a m 8

M a t c h C T e a m 6 v T e a m 7

Clubs 1,2 &3bye -Winners to the preliminary
semi-finals, losers el iminated

W e e k T w o P r e l i m i n a r y S e m i F i n a l s

(Sunday 22nd September 2002)
M a t c h D T e a m 1 v T e a m 2

Winners to Grand Final, loser to Major semi-final
Match ETeam 3vLowest placed qualifying club

Match FHighest placed qualifying club
VMiddle placed qualifying club

Winners to Minor semi finals, losers eliminated
W e e k T h r e e M i n o r S e m i F i n a l s

(Sunday 29th September 2002)
Match GWinner Match EvWinner Match F

Winner to Mafor semifinal, losers eliminated
W e e k F o u r M a j o r S e m i F i n a l s

(Sunday 6 th Oc tobe r 2002 )
M a t c h H L o s e r M a t c h D v W i n n e r M a t c h G

Winner to Grand Final, losers eliminated
Week F i ve G rand F i na l ( a t W idnes )

(Sunday 12 th Oc tober 2002)
W i n n e r M a t c h D v W i n n e r M a t c h H

The league table confirms that none of the four
clubs currently holding 6th through to 9th positions, Hull
K.R., Whitehaven, Batley and Dewsbury are yet
mathematically certain of finishing in the top nine but Hull
K.R. with four games left amongst them Hunslet away
should easily pick up the single point required.
Whitehaven whilst requiring two points from just two
games are at home to Chorley and away to Swinton so
they too shouldn't have too much trouble and Batley
requiring two points from three games entertain
Gateshead so they too should certainly qualify.

That leaves Dewsbury, Oldham, today's visitors
Workington, Sheffield and Barrow all with amathematical
chance of snatching the vital spot.
Remaining fixtures are:-
D E W S B U R Y Batley (h), Oldham (a),

Leigh (h), Huddersfield (a)
Workington, Dewsbury and
K e i g h l e y a l l a t h o m e .

Oldham (a), Keighley (a),
Featherstone (h).
Swinton (a), Huddersfield (h)
Hull K.R. (h),
Featherstone(a), Batley (h).

The key to the solution is undoubtably Dewsbury. If
they win each of their remaining four games they qualify
but equally they could lose them all. Icertainly wouldn't
under normal circumstances back against Leigh,
Huddersfield or Oldham and you can't rule out Batley
winning the local derby but when end of season tactics
and fatigue come into the equation you can never be
s u r e .

O L D H A M

W O R K I N G T O N

S H E F F I E L D
B A R R O W

And the 10th and final place in next seasons National
D i v i s i o n O n e ?

That goes to the winner of the aptly titled SIX TEAM
QUALIFYING SERIES. Commencing aweek later
than the TOP NINE GRAND FINAL SERIES on the
22nd September culminating with the final being part
of adouble header at Widnes the teams in position
ten to fifteen compete as follows:- B . W .I, therefore, plump for Dewsbury collecting just two

points. Oldham six, with Workington, Sheffield and
Barrow two each. That would give Oldham 9th spot on 30
points, Dewsbury 10th on 28, Workington 11th on 26,
Sheffield 12th on 26 the two separated only by scoring
average, leaving Barrow 12th on 24 points.

HOW THE SIX TEAM QUALIFYING SERIES
W O R K S . . .

Week One -Preliminary Semi-Finals
M a t c h A - Te a m 3 ( 1 2 ) v Te a m 6 ( 1 5 )
M a t c h B - Te a m 4 ( 1 3 ) v Te a m 5 ( 1 4 )

W i n n e r s t o M i n o r S e m i F i n a l s - L o s e r s e l i m i n a t e d

Week Two -Qualifying Semi-Finals
M a t c h C - Te a m I ( 1 0 ) v Te a m 2 ( 11 )

Winner to Final -Loser to Major Semi Final
M I N O R S E M I F I N A L

M a t c h D - W i n n e r M a t c h A v W i n n e r M a t c h B

Winner to Major Semi Final -Loser eliminated
Week Three -Major Semi-Finals

M a t c h E - L o s e r M a t c h C v W i n n e r M a t c h D

W i n n e r t o G r a n d F i n a l - L o s e r e l i m i n a t e d
G R A N D F I N A L

Winner Match CvWinner Match E
Winner of Grand Final gains final place in National

League One for 2003. Team numbers based on final league
positions -home advantage to highest placed team.

N O R T H E R N F O R D P R E M I E R S H I P
P W D L
24 23 1 0 1026
22 18 1 3 781 355 426 37
25 17 1 7 709 532 177 35
25 16 1 8 741 575 166 33
24 15 1 8 670 533 137 31
23 15 0 8 619 420 199 30
25 14 1 10 565 535 30
24 14 1 9 564 571 -7
23 13 010 637 521 116 2 6

For Agst Dlff PTS
216 810 4 7H u d d e r s fi e l d G i a n t s

Leigh Centur ions
R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s
F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s
Doncaster Dragons
Hull Kingston Rovers
W h i t e h a v e n
Bat ley Bul ldogs
Dewsbury Rams

O l d h a m
Wo r k i n g t o n To w n
Sheffield Eagles
Bar row Ra iders
Keighley Cougars
Swin ton L ions

2 9
2 9

24 11 2 11 643 503 140 24
24 12 0 12 634 574 60 24
25 12 0 13 566 578 -12 24
24 11 0 13 606 583 23 22
24 7 0 17 442 799 -357 14
23 4 1 18 368 780 -412 9

Chor ley Lynx
H u n s l e t H a w k s
G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r

2 4 4
2 3 2
2 2 0

0 20 395 858 -463
1 20 336 801 -465
1 21 270 838 -568

8
5
1
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I n
T o w n To d a y

R K I A J G T O A J T O W N
Coach, and he was ateam mate of Town Coach
Gary Murdock at Gilford Park.
S T U A R T H O Y L E S
Followed Coach Gary Murdock to Town from the
Amateur ranks at Ellenborough where he was
one of the most respected loose-forwards in
Cumberland Amateur Rugby League. Arangy,
long striding player he has made the switch to
t h e P r o f e s s i o n a l r a n k s w i t h e a s e a n d a
consistent performer for the side.
L O K E N I S A V E L I O

Powerful Kiwi prop or second row forward who
played for Salford and Halifax before linking up
with Town for the 2001 season. Very strong and
determined, was often used as an impact player
f r o m t h e b e n c h a n d h a d s o m e o u t s t a n d i n g
games for the Cumbrians particularly on their
t r a v e l s .
G A R Y C H A R L T O N
Son of Rugby league legend Paul Charlton, he
has made his own mark in Cumbrian rugby by
becoming the first to play for all four county
s i d e s C a r l i s l e , W h i t e h a v e n , B a r r o w a n d To w n .
Experienced loose forward, tough but ski l fu l
opera tor and seen as ava luab le ta lker and
leader for the younger men around him.
R I C K Y W R I G H T
Back on home so i l fo r 2002 . S ta r ted w i th Town ’s
Academy before linking up with Leeds on athree
year contract. Switched to Sheffield but now
recruited for his home town club. Strong, ball
playing forward who has been atarget for coach
Gary Murdock for some time.
C R A I G B A R K E R
Mr Dependable, ahard running forward who is
regarded as one of the best Clubmen at Derwent
Park. Injuries have held him back in his career
o v e r t h e l a s t t w o s e a s o n , b u t h a s a l w a y s b e e n
consistent and reliable when brought into the
fi rs t t eam f rom the A team, whe re he has been a
much respec ted Capta in . Aproduc t o f Town
A c a d e m y s y s t e m .
J A M I E B E A U M O N T
Burst back on the Town scene in abig way after
aspell back in the Amateur code at Seaton, and
keen to make up lost time as aProfessional.
Ve r y p r o m i s i n g s e c o n d r o w f o r w a r d w h o s e
support play makes him adangerous attacker
while his keen tackling gives him aspecial role
to play in Town’s defence.
M A T T H E W J O H N S O N

Flying winger still to be introduced to the senior
squad but who created afavourable impression
in Town’s pre-season f r iendly. Held in h igh
regard impressing in the Academy team where
h e s c o r e d a n u m b e r o f s e n s a t i o n a l , l o n g ¬
d i s t a n c e t r i e s t h r o u g h h i s e l e c t r i c p a c e .
Defensive side of game has picked up well.

B R E T T M C D E R M O T T
Joined Town for the 2002 season wi th abig
reputation from Barrow. After seven years at
C r a v e n P a r k h e s w i t c h e d t o To w n t o t h e d i s m a y
of the Barrow fans who saw him as aplayer of
great potential. Utility man who can play centre,
s t a n d - o f f , s e c o n d r o w o r l o o s e f o r w a r d . E x c i t i n g
p r o s p e c t .
N E I L F R A Z E R

F o r m e r S e a t o n A m a t e u r fl i e r w h o h a d t r i a l s w i t h
H a l i f a x b e f o r e s i g n i n g p r o f e s s i o n a l w i t h
W h i t e h a v e n u n d e r K e v i n T a m a t i . M a d e t h e
sw i t ch t o De rwen t Pa rk f o r t he 2001 season and
became asteady, reliable centre who can also
operate on the wing.
G R A E M E L E W T H W A I T E
Wo u l d p r o b a b l y w i n a p o l l a s To w n ’s m o s t
popular player of 2001, helped by the fact that
he scored 30 tries. An honest, pacy winger who
has done exceptionally well following his switch
along the coast after turning professional with
Whitehaven from local amateurs Hensingham.
T A N E M A N I H E R A
G r e a t t a l e n t a t h a l f b a c k a n d w i t h t h e a r r i v a l o f
Martyn Wood is set to play regularly at scrum-
h a l f o n c e h e h a s r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e k n e e
operation he had during the close of the season.
Kiwi play-maker and goal-kicker who played for
Carlisle, Widnes and Barrow before joining Town
at the start of the 2001 season.
O W E N W I L L I A M S O N
L i v e l y h o o k e r f r o m B a r r o w w h o m a d e a n
impression in atrial for the Alliance side and was
quickly snapped up by Town. Started his career
a s a h a l f b a c k b u t h a s m a d e t h e s w i t c h a
successful one and with Sice gives Town an
e n v i a b l e h a n d a t h o o k e r . A f o r m e r m e m b e r o f
the Barrow Academy Squad.
M A T T H E W T U N S T A L L
In h i s second Town ca ree r a f t e r asw i t ch back to
Amateur Rugby League and Rugby Union when
his first spell seemed to be going nowhere. Big,
strong forward who is still maturing and could be
asurprise package in 2002.
C A R L S I C E
S t a r t e d c a r e e r w i t h K e l l s A m a t e u r c l u b b e f o r e
linking up with Town Academy and soon after
turning professional was knocking on the first
t e a m d o o r. Q u i c k , e l u s i v e h o o k e r w h o s e d a r t i n g
runs from dummy half have threaded their way
through the most durable of defences. One of
the bright young sparks in the Town pack.
H I T R O O K E S E N E

Powerful, fearless prop forward who has seen it
a l l i n h i s n a t i v e N e w Z e a l a n d a s w e l l a s i n
C u m b r i a w i t h C a r l i s l e B o r d e r R a i d e r s , a n d a l s o
w i t h F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s . O n e o f t h e b e s t m e n
with an eye for Rugby talent, Cameron Bell first
brought him over to Carlisle during his spell as
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. . . with Brian Walker

Suburbs club the 21 year old Sevan was brought
to these shores at the end of the second world war
as aserv ing member of the Royal Austra l ian
Navy. Whilst here he was refused trials by both
Leeds and Hunslet but Warrington gave him a
c h a n c e a n d o n t h e 1 7 t h o f N o v e m b e r 1 9 4 5 h e
made his debut ironically against Oldham, the first
of 620 first team appearances for the Wire aclub
appearance record only surpassed by Oldham's
Joe Ferguson (626 games) and Wigan’s J im
Sullivan (774).

Sevan baffled defences with his electric pace
and eccentric style of running, often swathed in
bandages l ikened to the resurrected Egyptian
mummy from ‘Carry on Pharaoh'! In my minds eye
Ican see him now, scoring in the Watersheddings
Pavillion corner having first fielded the ball under
the Flutchins stand sticks and weaved his way to
the other end of the pitch never having had a
finger laid on him, Oldham’s John Etty still on the
half way line scratching his head!

In those days the Australian International
s e l e c t o r s f a v o u r e d h o m e b a s e d t a l e n t s o
consequently the finest winger in the world never
pulled on the famous green and gold jersey. Their
loss, but Bevan to the delight of British fans was to
play 16 times for the celebrated Other Nationalities
side. Fie was also to lift the Challenge Cup twice
and win three RFL Championships and 25 years
after his retirement awarded his rightful place
alongside Wagstaff, Rosenfield, Parkin, Batten,
Sullivan, Risman, Murphy, Fox and Boston in the
prestigious Rugby League Flail of Fame.

' T h e G r e a t B e v ’ i s m u c h m o r e t h a n a
comprehensive chronicle of Bevan’s achievements
it is the story of an extraordinary life. Bevan, alas
now dead, was avery p r i va te perhaps even
insular individual and that is perhaps why his
biography has not been written before. Robert
Gate has teased out Bevan’s story and presents
this biography in his usual atmospheric style.

Lav ish ly i l lus t ra ted and h igh l ighted wi th
observations from Bevan's peers this excellent
publication, launched just this week is available
mai l order f rom:-

Till' I'lifiliv leajiiii' I’ai'iMir iil llriaii liman

The Man Who Wrote It.
Rober t Gate f r iend to the Roughyed 's
m a t c h d a y p r o g r a m m e i s a m u c h r e s p e c t e d
pioneering rugby ieague author who has taken
over four years to research th is , h is ia tes t
book, which is surprisingiy the first written
specificaity about Brian Bevan one of the few
rugby piayers rightty catted ategend.

The Man He Wrote About.
This Australian speedster scored arecord 796
tries in British rugby league arecord that will never
be b roken .

Wingers have always been the idols of rugby
l e a g u e f a n s . B a t t e n , B o s t o n , Vo l l e n h o v e n ,
Sullivan, Freeman, Southward, Fielding, Offiah,
Robinson but to quote Robert Gate “One winger,
however, arguably emerges pre-eminent when ali
the comparisons have been made. Through sheer
volume of tries, which after ali are awinger’s
'raison d’etre’, Brian Bevan must be regarded as
the deadliest winger in history!’’

Born in Sydney and amember of the Eastern

London League Publications,
P. O. Box 10441,
L o n d o n

E l 4 O S B
The price, including postage and packaging, for
cheques received before 2nd September is still at
the special pre launch price of £14 but after that
date i t is £14.95. Cheques should be made
payable to London League Publications Ltd.
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F R O M L E A G U E E X P R E S SA T R O U P E o f F l a m e n c o d a n c e r s w e r e

b o o k e d t o a p p e a r a t t h e L o n d o n
Pal lad ium. On ar r iva l f rom Spain they
were met by achaperon and taken to the
D o r c h e s t e r H o t e l . N o w t h e D o r c h e s t e r

h a s a r e v o l v i n g d o o r a n d a s t h e fi r s t
F lamenco dancer went in she pushed
too hard, flew right round and was flung
out under the wheels of adeparting taxi.
M e a n w h i l e t h e s e c o n d F l a m e n c o d a n c e r

was already on the way in but she too,
h a v i n g n e v e r b e f o r e u s e d a r e v o l v i n g
door, pushed too hard and was flung out
again under the wheels of apassing taxi.
O n e a f t e r a n o t h e r a l l t h e F l a m e n c o

dancers tried to enter the Dorchester by
the revolving door but each was equally
incapable of negotiating the contraption
and each was flung out under the wheels
of passing vehic les and so came to a
b a d e n d .

And the moral of the story? Never
put all your Basques in one Exit.

1. “Barrow Raiders forward Matt Leigh
has ashoulder problem and is finding it
d i f ficu l t t o ra i se h i s a rm ho r i zon ta l l y ”
(Might have got him in trouble in Nazi
Germany that!)

2. Chorley Lynx boss Graeme West: “I
have to ld the p layers they w i l l pay a
heavy price i f i t happens again. Those
players who don’t talk to referees need
not worry” . (That ’s carry ing host i i i ty to
the merry whist le -blower abi t far !
Perhaps we should re-name i t -sent to
Chorley).

3. Bat ley Bul ldogs wi l l inc lude in their
new Chal lenge family stand conference
facilities that will accommodate up to 150
people. (I didn’t reaiise there were 150
peopie in Batiey capabie of attending a
conference!)

AND speaking of revolving doors is this
what they have fitted at Red Hall? Latest
d e p a r t u r e i s R F L C o m m e r c i a l b o s s
Glenn Baker and, with amajor force in
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f R u g b y l e a g u e a t
e v e r y l e v e l , n a m e l y L i o n e l H u r s t ,
rumoured to be moving to Chel tenham
R.U., i t real ly begs the question as to
how R.L. is ever to achieve any stability
in its administration when changes occur
as quickly as aBasque from arevolving
door. And it won’t end there: more job
losses are forecast at Red Hall shortly.
J u d g i n g b y w h a t I r e a d i n L e a g u e
Express supporters would rather see job
l o s s e s e l s e w h e r e , w i t h L e e d s R h i n o s
fans leading the way regarding one G- -y

ton. They should be so

4. David Furnee on his proposed move
t o H e a d i n g l e y n e x t y e a r : “ I t i s
unfortunate Wigan were not able to keep
me, but if Iam going to stay over here I
want to stay with one of the big four...I
c a m e o v e r h e r e t o w i n o r b e i n v o l v e d i n

Challenge Cup and Grand Finals and in
L e e d s , i s a c l u b t h a t c a n d o t h a t ” .
( L e e d s ? H a s F u r n e r r e a d t h e p a p e r s
lately? What can he be taking?).

5. Hull ground officials are looking at the
possibility of hiring ahawk to protect the
grass f rom hungry b i rds . (Nove l idea .
What next? Perhaps Wigan could hire an
a l b a t r o s s t o h a n g o u t s i d e K n o w s l e y
R o a d a n d s t o p S t . H e l e n s w i n n i n g
everything!)

H

lucky!

G C
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.,. from the pen of Michael Turner

T O D AY t h e O l d h a m c l u b o f f e r s a w a r m w e l c o m e

to the players, officials and supporters of
Workington Town for what looks likely to be
another close encounter in the very competitive
NFP. For our featured match we go back to the
re-launch of the Roughyeds in the 1998 season.
After acup win against the amateurs of Fleworth
followed by defeat to Widnes in the next round, it
was the Cumbrians who, on April 13th 1998,
provided the opposition in the first league fixture
f o r t h e r e - b o r n O l d h a m c l u b .

The match was played at Workington
where agoodly following of Oldham supporters
were present in the crowd of 1,344. Early on it
was all Town with Barry Williams bossing the
s h o w. T h e W e l s h i n t e r n a t i o n a l s e c o n d r o w e r h a d

ahand in setting up tries for Craig Fisher and
Paul Riley which together with two goals from
Fisher gave Workington a12 -0lead after a
quarter of an hour. Just before the half hour a

good break wide out by Ian Sinfield set up atry in
t h e c o r n e r f o r A fi L e u i l a b u t t h i s w a s a n i s o l a t e d

Oldham attack in ahalf otherwise dominated by
t h e h o m e t e a m . N e v e r t h e l e s s s o m e s t o u t

Oldham defending restricted the Cumbrians to
just one more penalty goal by Fisher to give
Workington a14 -4advantage at the interval.

The second per iod was a to ta l l y
different story and adevastating ten minute spell
tu rned the match on i ts head. In tha t t ime Oldham

crossed for three tries with John Hough causing
all sorts of problems for the home side with his
breaks from acting half back. First Richard
Darkes crossed in the corner after asmart pass
from Sean Cooper and it was Darkes again
whose forceful run set up the opportunity for
veteran Paul Round to crash over. Then asuperb
solo effort from Neil Flanagan saw the scrum half
scoot over under the posts after which Darkes
added the conversion for the first Oldham goal
after earlier misses from Cooper and Adie Mead.
This put the Roughyeds 18 -14 in front after 55
minutes. Workington fought back and on the hour
Williams again set up atry this time for centre
M a t e a k i M a fi . T h e c o n v e r s i o n w a s m i s s e d s o t h e

game moved into the last quarter with the scores
l e v e l . T h e m o v e t h a t w o n t h e m a t c h w a s a r e w a r d

for the expansive open play that Oldham
produced throughout the second hal f . A
beautifully timed pass from Craig Barker put
Cooper clear and just as the Town cover closed
in, the Oldham centre passed back inside to the
supporting Mickey Edwards who dived over for
the winning score. There was still fifteen minutes
left but good defence from both teams cancelled
each other out to leave Oldham the winners by
22-18. The only downside for the visitors was a
broken leg suffered by winger Joe McNicholas
which kept him out for the rest of the season.
O L D H A M :

AMead, RDarkes, ALeuila, SCooper,
JMcNicholas; CBarker, NFlanagan; JCiegg,
JHough, MEdwards, ISinfield, GShaw,
M M a r t i n d a l e .

SUBS; DRob inson , PRound, MMaders ,
N Va r l e y.
W O R K I N G T O N :

Arnold, Keenan, Henare, Mafi, Bibby, Fisher,
Roden; Whitter, Highton, Riley, Williams,
Thursfield, Samuels.
SUBS: Crellin, Heaton, Little, Bethwaite.
At tendance: 1 ,344
Referee: Mr PLee -Leigh

John Hough: one of three current Roughyeds (along
with Jason Clegg and Joe McNicholas) who played in
the first league match for the new club at Workington in
April 1998.
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relatives, or what?
My dad didn't play much when he was younger, but he's

always been involved with rugby league at the local St Pats
club and he actually scouts for Wigan now, he's Head Scout
down at Wigan rugby. So he does really enjoy his rugby. Afew
of my family played like my Uncle Alan Roden who played in
the 'Wigan ATeam and that. But we're related to Denis Boyde
who used to play at Wigan. So quite afamily history. You
said you signed for Wigan ‘but it didn’t work out’, what
exactly happened? Well, when Isigned Eric Hughes was
then in charge at Wigan, then weeks later he was sacked and
whatever and there was alot of changes down there. Iwasn't
getting in at one stage, Ihad broken my jaw and Iwas out for
awhile and Ifound it hard to get back in (to the side), so Iwent
on loan to acouple of clubs. Charley, me and Phil Farrell, then
w e c a m e h e r e a n d b e e n h e r e e v e r s i n c e .

AChance to Meet
Neil Roden

with David McGealy, Radio Caveii 1350AM
W e l l N e i l w e l c o m e t o A C h a n c e t o M e e t , a p l e a s u r e
meeting you, and the first thing Ineed to know is where
were you born, who’s in your family and when you were
b o r n ?

/was born in Wigan, ninth of the fourth, eighty. There's
me, my mum and my dad, and my younger sister Joanne. So
without being too rude, ‘a Pie eater’? (laughter) That's what
they say, don't they? So .... there's afew of us in this team
though isn't there? Ithink we're taking over! Any idea where
that’s come from, because Ihave not the foggiest. It's just
that there's that many pie shops in Wigan, Ithink. If you go
down Wigan there's that many different pie shops. Ithink
tha t ' s whe re i t comes f rom. OK.

W h y O i d h a m ? B e c a u s e i t ’ s a f a i r d i s t a n c e I ’ m s u r e
there’d be other c lubs Interested in you? What was i t
about Oldham that attracted you?

It was John Jackson, Ithink he was scouting down here,
and he was ascout at Wigan at one time and that's where the
c o n n e c t i o n w a s . W i t h P h i l F a r r e l l a s w e l l . S o m e a n d P h i l

came down here and Haydn Walker as well, he was a
Wiganer who was here at the time. Ithink he was the one who
spoke to Mike Ford because he knew the Wigan lads. So !
t h i n k h e h a d a b i t o f i n v o l v e m e n t i n i t a s w e l l . T h e t r o u b l e
wi th spor t , pro fess iona l spor f In par t icu lar, Is that as
you’ve mentioned already, you go along playing for one
Manager who highly rates you, he gets the sack or moves
on, and all of asudden you’re back sometimes out In the
cold, or sometimes just banging on the door trying to get
in. It must be difficult In some respects? It can be, but it's
just part of the game. You've got to just keep playing, I
suppose. Well since I've been here, we've had so many
different coaches already. You've just got to keep playing it's
part of the game. People move on don't they. Coaches and
venues, eh!

What about your first memory of Rugby League?
Oh.... /can remember, Ithink Iwas only about just eight

or so, just training down at St William's alocal amateur dub
and alot of the kids were crying, it was so cold. They just
didn't want to be there really. Ithink that's how it starts, alot
start at that age. So an eight year old, primary school, at St
Wi l l iam's , yes . What were you do ing there? Had you
played at school? Or what? /went to the Ince, St Wiiliam's
Primary School as well, so that was alocal team there and I
played for them before Joining St Pats for the Under 13's and
Under 14's. Obviously If you were playing for them you
must have been quite areasonable player? Yes, Iweren't
too bad like. ... Idon't know what to say to that. Right, ok, a
bit too modest for it really. So at some stage while you’re
ayoung lad do ing th is , p ro fess iona l c lubs come a long
and start having alook at you. When did you first become
aware of that? We played at Under 16's at St Pats and we
had agood team. We won the National Cup and everything.
P h i l F a r r e l l a n d C h r i s F a r r e l l

team signed up that year. .
Under 18's and Iwas playing Open Age at St Pats when I
went down as an amateur Just for atrial game at Wigan. Ihad
acouple of games in the ATeam and that and then Iended
up signing there. How old were you then? / think !was
seventeen and ahalf when Iwent to Wigan. Now Wigan at
that particular time would have been, well Imean, they’re
the glamour club aren’t they? Well look I'm aWigan lad and
everyone wants to play for your local team, don't they? So it
was adream come true at the time, signing for them. Then
things didn't work out and Imoved on to Oldham and Tm
enjoying it here.
W e ’ l l c o m e b a c k t o t h a t I n a m o m e n t b u t I n e e d t o a s k I s

t he re any h i s to ry o f Rugby League In t he fam i l y, o r

Who’s had the greatest Influence on you In your, so far,
fairly short rugby league career.

My family really. Probably my dad. He's been abig help
to me. My mum as well. They've followed me everywhere and
given me alot of advice as well. Obviously Fordy last year. He
was abig help to me. Ithought he brought me on alot in my
game and it was good to work under him, being an ex half
back h imsel f he taught me a lot rea l ly. Was there the
oppor tun i ty o f e i fher watch ing h im and learn ing f rom
him, or playing alongside him and, more or less, being
guided by him? /think it's just experience isn't it? He's got a
lot of knowledge of the game and his experience and he did
help me alot with just little things really. Just experience
really, he helped me along. That was It.

Iplayed with us and alot of that
But Id idn ' t s ign then, Ip layed

W h a t ’s b e e n y o u r m o s t m e m o r a b l e m o m e n t i n r u g b y
league so far? Or your greatest achievement?

Let your Jobcentre work for you
With 50,000 new jobs coming on to our books every week, we can
help you find the job you want. If you are out of work and looking
for afull or part time job, call in at your local Jobcentre or telephone
Employment Service Direct on: 0845 6060 234
You can also search online through our entire jobs database at
the Jobcentre Plus website: www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk J o b c e n t r e
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mentioned earlier that you broke your jaw, do things like
that, when you pick up an injury and it’s going to put you
out for aperiod of t ime at acrucial t ime when you’re a
young lad thinking “I want to be in there, if I’m not there
somebody e lse i s ” . Does tha t wor ry you , o r d id tha t
knock you back at all? /think the first few games coming
back from that you are abit wary of it but after acouple of
games and that you're just back into the oid routine. You don't
really think about it. It's part of the game isn't it. injuries are
part of the game you've just got to get on with it. Acrack
across the jaw and then up you go and got to get on!
What about your most amusing moment on arugby pitch
or at agame either now or in the past?

Ithink you've probably already had this one but when I
went on loan to Chorley Lynx and Paul Norton was warming
up and as he was coming out to the game he realised he had
his shirt on back to front and the lads only told him as we were
actually stepping out on to the pitchl That was quite amusing.
But you’d all spotted it earlier? Yes, we all spotted it earlier,
but we thought we’d let him make abit of afool of himself.
When Ispoke to Paul Isaid something like “So he played
at Chorley Lynx when they were winning and that was a
major achievement, so you must have been there as well
a t t h e s a m e t i m e ?

/did four games there before Icame to Oldham, me and
Phil Farrell had four games on loan there, and we won two
and lost two. So it weren’t too bad for them really. Afifty
percent success rate, not too bad. That was a‘run’ for
Chorley at the time!
What about the biggest character you’ve come across in
the game of Rugby League?

Idon’t think there'll be any surprises with this one it's
Cleggy. From Oldham he’s obviously agood lad to have in
your team, when things are down he's always one to crack a
joke and lift the lads. Agood character. Paul, Knocker, as well,
h e ' s a n o t h e r o n e . N o w t h e r e ’ s s o m e t h i n g g o i n g o n
between those two, something on the ‘hair ’ stakes. Now
you don’t have that problem do you? Oh Idon't know. I
think some of the boys wouldn't say that. But them two are
obviously in the lead at the minute, yes. But Ithink Paul
Norton's the one really. Td give Cleggy the thumbs up.
Your ambit ion in Rugby League, because you’re st i l l a
very young lad really, is it your ambition to go back and
show Wigan that they got it wrong?

/think you want to play as high alevel as you can and
that's obviously Super League. You want to try and play it at
that level. Other than that Ijust want to try and give my best
every week and fulfil my potential really by playing to the best
of my ability
T h i s i n t e r v i e w w i l l b e b r o a d c a s t i n f u l l o n R a d i o C a v e l l -
1350AM next Friday during “Sports Preview” between 5-
00 and 6-OOpm.

/think getting to the Grand Final last year was agood
achievement for us. We just couldn't take it that step further.
It would have been good to have won it, but it's still up there
as one of my best achievements.
if that’s the best moment, what about the worst moment
in rugby league?

Probably realising that Iwas going to leave Wigan.
Being alocal lad wanting to sign for them, like Isaid earlier.
You do think that's abad moment for you, but obviously once
you move on to other things, it's forgotten about. So ... You

For the best coverage of the Northern
Fo rd P rem ie rsh ip . , .Eve ry Monday



The power &protect ion
behind Britains top rugby players

Br i ta ins mos t popu la r and e f fec t i ve
spor ts nu t r i t ion brand fo r ach iev ing your
phys ique and pe r fo rmance goa l s . .

sponsored rugby playeio f M a x i m u s c l i

■I m p r o v e d r e h y d r a t i o n
■P a c k o n m u s c l e s i z e

■Increase raw strength
■Develop explosive power
■L o s e e x c e s s b o d y f a t

■Increase energy
■G a i n i n c r e a s e d m e n t a l f o c u s

■Boost your immune system

S a f e ,
natural, legal
&drug free

,supplements

Whatever your goals... You’ll find numerous
scientifically proven supplements specific
to your training &physique goals.

3 e a s y w a y s t o c o n t a c t a n d b u y f r o m u s . . .

1) Maximuscle supplements are available from
JJB, L.A fitness, workout world, Asda. GNC,
Health &diet, Unichem, AHA, lillywhites, Naafi
stores and all good gyms, sports and health
food shops.

2) Call us today for your FREE 96 page colour
catalogue. Tel: 01923 650 600

3) Visit the best sports nutrition site on the web:
w w w . m a x i m u s c l e . c o m

JC.

PttpOAfW
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“The bes t t as t i ng a l t e rna t i ve t o no rma l
food you ’ve ever t r ied . . .
Have you ever tried eating more of the right
foods, only to find that you didn’t have the time
to shop for, cook and prepare healthy meals?
Eventually, most people realise that trying to eat ahealthy diet in today’s
frantic world is next to impossible. What they don’t realise is how easy it
can be -simply by using ameal replacement bar once or twice aday.

AT h i n k o f i t l i k e t h i s .

Imagine taking ashopping trolley full of food, and extracting the good
things your body needs -lean protein, energy rich carbohydrate, vitamins,
minerals and fibre -and putting it all in one place. How much easier
would your life be if you could get all these valuable nutrients from just
one meal? Ameal that gave you all the convenience of afast food without
the excess calories, saturated fat and unhealthy sugars.

That’s exactly what aMax Meal bar offers -agreat tasting nutrition bar
that makes it easy and simple to eat correctly. Max Meal bars are
smothered in real dark Belgian chocolate (milk free), so you can enjoy the
taste of chocolate without feeling guilty. After months of taste testing,
Max-Meal Bars are now available in delicious strawberry flavour. The light
fluffy strawberry centre lets you enjoy the taste of chocolate and get your
high quality whey protein without feeling guilty!

Each Max Meal bar contains more high quality lean protein (22 grams) than
you'll find in achicken breast, together with the same kind of special
healthy fats you’ll get from fish such as salmon or mackerel [1]. Moreover,
aMax Meal bar contains many of the same vitamins and minerals found in
fruit and vegetables -so you don’t have to worry about avitamin deficiency
[2,3,4]. Max Meal bars also contain aspecial type of lactose reduced milk
protein —which means zero stomach upsets and flatulence.

AMax Meal bar also offers exceptional value for money. Compare the price
of aMax Meal bar to the cost of buying asoggy cheese sandwich and you’ll
find it not only cheaper in most cases, but more filling, tasty and satisfying.

If you want to feed your body with the nutrients it needs to burn fat and build
muscle, make sure to include one or two Max Meal bars in your diet each
day -it’s ahealthy fast food that will make eating correctly awhole lot easier
Buy abox today and stick them in your car, bike, jacket pocket or gym bag
You'll always have high quality nutrition whenever you need it.

Abox of 12 Max Meal bars come with a‘no-hassle’ 100% money back
guarantee of satisfaction*. To order, call Maximuscle today on 01923 650600
You can also visit Europe’s largest sports nutrition web site at

R e f e r e n c e s

1. Connor, W.E. (2000). Importance of n-3 fatty ids in heaith and disease. American journal of Clinical Nutntion, 71,171S-170&
2. Wu, D., Meydani, M., Leka, L.S., Nightingaie, Z., Handeiman, G.J., Blumberg, J.B., &Meydani, S.N. (1999). Effect of

the immune response o f hea l thy e lder l y sub jec ts . Amer icand ie ta ry supp lemen ta t i on w i th b lack cu r ran t seed o i l
Journal of Cl in ical Nutr i t ion, 70, 536-543

3. Lukask i , H.C. (2000) . Magnesium, z inc, and chromium nutr i ture and phys ica l act iv i ty. Amer ican Journal o f Cl in ica l
Nutr i t ion, 72, 585S-593S

4. Car r, A .C. , &Fre i , B . (1999) . Toward anew recommended d ie tary a l lowance fo r v i tamin Cbased on ant iox idant and
hea l th e f fec ts in humans . Amer ican Journa l o f C l in i ca l Nu t r i t i on , 69 ,1086-1107

M A X I M U S C L E
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... wi th Ian Wi lson

side. How much entertainment had Henry
Paul, for example, generated over the
past decade at Wigan and Bradford? In
all of these cases, and many more, the
case for allowing quality overseas players
to play for our clubs are made, and only
this week, as another example, Iheard a
piece on the radio claiming that Luke
Robinson at Wigan was learning hugely
f rom Adr ian Lam.

PARTLY in response to our humiliation in
Sydney afew weeks ago, the debate has
been rejoined about the pros and cons of
overseas players in the domestic game. It
is not the first time, of course! And the
arguments also rage in other sports, too -
soccer, cricket and even rugby union,
would you believe?

The cases, on both sides, are familiar. On
the one side, greater quality, more
spectator appeal, higher media profile,
good example to our promising younger
players. On the other, money wasted
which could be better used domestically,
barriers to development of home players
(especially in crucial positions), harmful to
prospects of the national side.

There is, of course, merit in both camps; if
there wasn’t, the debate would have been
settled long ago! It seems to me that the
e s s e n c e o f t h e i s s u e c o n c e r n s w h a t

professional sport is really all about. And,
fundamentally, it is about entertainment,
surely? There are crucial spin-offs too, in
terms of participation, health, employment
and indeed the quality of life -but if sport
is not successful as entertainment, then
these other aspects would diminish
drastically.

Let us not think that overseas players in
t h e B r i t i s h g a m e a r e a r e c e n t
phenomenon, ever since the early 1900’s,
players from Australia and New Zealand,
a n d s o m e t i m e s S o u t h A f r i c a a n d t h e
Pacific Islands, have come to seek fame
and/or fortune over here. One only has to
l o o k a s t h e s u c c e s s f u l H u d d e r s fi e l d s i d e

of fifty years ago, Tom Van Vollenhoven at
St Helens, Brian Bevan at Warrington, the
New Zealanders at Hull in the early ‘80’s
a n d C h r i s A n d e r s o n ’ s s u c c e s s f u l H a l i f a x

On the other hand, of course, there are
plenty of examples of big money being
paid to run-of-the-mill overseas players,
w h o w e r e o f t e n n o b e t t e r t h a n l o c a l

players; and of clubs failing to recruit local
youngsters because money was being
squandered ineffect ively on Aussie
journeymen; and of clubs facing financial
ruin because of huge over-spending on
s o - c a l l e d s t a r s f r o m D o w n L i n d e r . N o

names, no pack drill, as they say, but it is
n o t h a r d t o g i v e O l d h a m b a s e d
i l lus t ra t ions here !

So what is the answer? As usual, surely it
is sensible compromise. The fact that
O l d h a m ’ s 1 9 5 0 ’ s s u c c e s s e s w e r e b a s e d

entirely on UK players did not make St.
Helens’ blending of afew overseas stars
w i t h t h e i r o w n h o m e b a s e d m e n t o
achieve trophies in the 1960's any less
valid. Let’s say salary cap regulations,
ideally dovetailed with those in operation
in Australia, look after the financial side,
and rest r ic t overseas p layers to , say,
three per club in Super League and one
otherwise, to make sure that there is
plenty of room for UK youngster, whilst
also not losing the star, entertainment
a t t r a c t i o n s .

A n d l e t ’ s l o o k f o r m o r e f u n d a m e n t a l
reasons for in ternat iona l fa i lu re .
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sponsored by

A “ I O l d h a m . !

Adve r t i se rOldham's Markets
had agood game last week.
W e h a v e n o w c o m e t o t h e m o s t

important part of the season for the
Junior Roughyeds, our player of the
year award. Over the next week or so
I’M be sending out voting forms for you
to fill in. For the past few years it has
been won by our Jason, ‘Cleggy’, but I
feel that it will be closely contested this
year. Watch out for details.

Enjoy the game,

OLDHAM aWna
Metropolitan Borough D

W E L C O M E T O T H E J U N I O R
R O U G H Y E D S ’ P A G E .

Once again we have had athrilling two
weeks when Oldham have just been
edged out, maybe today is aturning
point. JESSICA FULLALOVE was the
mascot for our away game at Rochdale.
J e s s i c a ’ s f a v o u r i t e p l a y e r i s G a v i n
D o d d s h e t h i n k s h e ’ s f a n t a s t i c . G l a d h e A d e l e

O l d h a m L a b o u r
Party

Continuing its support

f o r

O l d h a m R L F C

OFFICES

Oldham Labour Group
Civ i c Cen t re O ldham

David Heyes MP
Ashton-U-Lyne

M i c h a e i M e a c h e r M P

Oldham West &Royton
Phil Woolas MP
Oldham Eas t &

S a d d l e w o r t h

0161 624 42480161 911 4037 0161 331 9307 0161 626 5779
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APotted History of
W o r k i n g t o n

War after skippering Salford to success in
1 9 3 8 .

The Rugby Foo tba l l League accep ted
Workington Towns application to join the
league in January 1945. Six years later Town reached both the

Championship Final and Challenge Cup Final
in the same season. Unfortunately after
leading at Wembley they were beaten by
Wigan 13-9 and seven days later lost against
Flull by 20 points to three. Winger Ike
Southward scored all Towns points in those
matches. Atry and three goals at Wembley
followed by atry at Odsal.

Four members of that 1958 squad toured
A u s t r a l a s i a w i t h t h e B r i t i s h L i o n s , i k e
Southward, Bili Wookey, Flarry Archer and
Brian Edgar. In addition to that quartet, team
manager Tom Mitchell and coach Jim Brough
w e r e a l s o c h o s e n t o t o u r w i t h t h e 1 9 5 8 L i o n s .
Second-row forward Brian Edgar is Towns
most capped international. He played in 11
t e s t s a n d w a s a l s o a t o u r i s t i n 1 9 6 2 . T o m
M i t c h e l l s a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e c l u b

is also legendary.
Although Town have never repeated the

success they enjoyed in the 1950s they have
always been capable of causing an upset. In
1962 they lifted the Western Divisional
Championship with asurprise 10-0 victory over
Widnes in areplayed final, the initial clash
having ended in a9-9 draw. Loose-forward
Frank Foster made asignificant contribution to
that success. He later made abig impact in
Oldham as player-coach with the Roughyeds.

Town were involved in another surprise
victory in 1977 when they defeated Wigan 16-
13 to iift the Lancashire Cup. Wigan scored
three tries to Towns two but the goal kicking of
i a i n M a c C o r q u o d a l e s w u n g t h a t fi n a l
Workingtons way.

It was no surprise when Town won the
Second Division Premiership in 1994. Two
tries from winger Stuart Cocker were afeature
of that 30-22 victory over London Crusaders at
Old Trafford. Cocker had joined Town from
Oldham at the beginning of that campaign.

Immediate ly a f ter that Premiersh ip
success, Town spent adifficult couple of
seasons alongside Oldham in the Super
League. Town were the first club to be
relegated from Super League quickly followed
by Oldham. Both are now fighting to get back
up via the Northern Ford Premiership play-offs.
Qualification for that play-off is the main aim
for both clubs, which should add even more
spice to this afternoons vital confrontation.

A F T E R a
mediocre opening
s e a s o n . T o w n
a p p o i n t e d t h e
i e g e n d a r y G u s
R i s m a n a s t h e i r

player-coach and
w i t h i n s i x s e a s o n s
t h e n e w c l u b h a d

won both League
Championship and
C h a l l e n g e C u p .
R i s m a n s
c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e

c l u b d u r i n g h i s
eight years at the
h e l m

t

w a s

immense, both on
and off the pitch.
Only lain MacCorquodale has scored more
points for Town but the 1951 Champions were
more than just aone-man band. Risman
assembled apowerful squad around him. No
fewer than ten of that team won representative
recognition during the campaign. Winger
J o h n n y L a w r e n s o n r e p r e s e n t e d b o t h
Lancashire &England, centre Eppie Gibson
Cumberland &England and loose forward Billy
Ivison England. Australian imports Johnny
Mudge and Tony Paskins played for Other
National i t ies whi lst Dennis Cavanagh, Jimmy
Hayton, Aibert Pepperell, Steve Thurlow and
Jimmy Wareing represented Cumberland. The
Championship Final against Warrington at
M a i n e R o a d w a s a c l a s s i c c o n f r o n t a t i o n

played out before acrowd of 61,618. Town
were 8-0 behind just before the break but tries
from Tony Paskins, Eppie Gibson (2), George
Wilson (2) and Johnny Lawrenson together
w i t h f ou r Gus R i sman goa l s saw the
Championship going to Cumberland for the
first and only time. Twelve months later Town
added the Challenge Cup to their list of
honours. In another entertaining final, Town
b e a t F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s 1 8 - 1 0 w i t h l o o s e -

forward Billy Ivison awarded the Lance Todd
Trophy after anear faultless performance. It
was also amemorable day for skipper Gus
Risman, at 41 the oldest Wembley finalist, who
lifted the famous trophy 14 years and aWorld

G u s R i s m a n
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C a i
G O L F C L A S S I C 2 0 0 2

This year the club's excellent annual golf tournament GOLF
CLASSIC 2002 will be held at Royton and Crompton Golf Club on

Thursday 12th September.
As usual the tournament will be a4ball better ball stableford

with a2pm start.
The cost for ateam of 4is £220 and includes lunch on arrival and

afterwards afour course dinner including entertainment

P l e a s e r i n g t h e c l u b o n 0 1 6 1 6 2 8 3 6 7 7 t o r e g i s t e r

UPTO 50% OFF AT CLUB SHOP’S GRAND SALE

64 Union Street, opposite Bath Hotel
Opening Hours Mon -Fri 9.00 -5.00 &Sat 9.00 -1.00

Massive Bargains on luxury club branded sports and leisure wear,
novelty items, mugs and glasses, and presents for the children.

Big savings on ladies and childrens clothing.
JUST IN . . . .

Be one of the first to wear the NEW Club tie (woven silk) at £15.99
A L S O N O W AVA I L A B L E . . . .

For the First Time From the Club Shop Kevin Fitzpatrick’s superb
OLDHAM HALL OF FAME CD at just £9.99

Roughyeds webs i te address : www. roughyeds .co .uk
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^The Whistle Blower
Y A t h S a m S h e p h e r d

M a t c h e s t o R e m e m b e r
S E A S O N 1 9 5 5 / 5 6

Y o r k v O l d h a m

24th September, 1955

Ihad been teaching in York from 1951
u n t i l t h e S u m m e r t e r m o f 1 9 5 5 w h e n I
m o v e d t o C o u n t h i l l G r a m m a r S c h o o l i n

September. Married to aYork girl Ioften
boasted to my father-in-law that home
team, Oldham, were well nigh unbeatable,
and not yet having joined the happy breed
o f r e f e r e e s i n O l d h a m , I w a s s t i l l a
spectator.

So my wife and Idecided to go to York for
the weekend, and go down to Clarence
Street (as the York ground was then
known) and see how many points Oldham
would win by. To make it even better, I
thought, pa-in-law came along as well to
see this wonder team Ihad gone one
about so much.

In the event, by half time, three Oldham
players had been sent off by referee Alf
Howgate; Derek Turner was first to go for
foul play; Frank Pitchford followed for
kicking an opponent and as the players
were leaving the pitch at half time Alan
D a v i e s w a s d i s m i s s e d f o r r e m a r k s m a d e
to the referee in the tunnel.

Naturally Oldham, with only 10 men could
not overcome the York 13, and lost 16-10.
Oldham’s team that day was as follows:

G a n l e y
Cracknell, Noon, Davies, O’Grady

Nes to r, P i t ch fo rd
Ogden, Keith, Little
Rogers, Goldswain

T u r n e r

Tr ies: O'Grady, Cracknel l
Goals: Ganley (2)

N.B. In that same season Rogers had
shared the goal kicking duties with Ganley
and Goldswain and had, in fact, kicked 50
goals.
N o w f o r S e a s o n 1 9 5 7 / 5 8 a n d m a t c h e s

against aformidable Hull side. At Hull on
Boxing Day 1957 Oldham lost to Hull 12-5.
T h i s w a s t h e s e c o n d s u c c e s s i v e d e f e a t

(unknown in those days) Oldham having
lost to Swinton at home on Christmas Day
15-9. Hull came next to Oldham on April
16 and suffered aheavy defeat 43-9 with 8
goals from Ganley and 10 tries in all.

Oldham continued in winning vein beating
Leeds away and Workington at home and
we all looked forward eagerly to the visit of
Hull to Watersheddings in the Top 4Play
Off remembering the slaughtering we had
given them only two weeks earlier. If my
memory serves me right this match was
played on Saturday evening, 3rd May
1 9 5 8 . O l d h a m fi e l d e d t h e e x a c t s a m e

thirteen players but Hull had made several
changes. Many Oldham fans still believe
to this day that the team were hoodwinked
in the previous match as the Hull team
dominated for most of the game and the
plethora of Oldham tries in the previous
game was not to materialise. Oldham lost
20-8 with agoai from Ganley and just 2
tries from Dufty and Ayres.

That was one of only 5defeats all season
p lus ad raw w i th Wakefie ld . Ta l k ing o f
g a m e s a g a i n s t H u l l , n o o n e w h o
witnessed the earlier games against Hull
in the Championship Finals at Odsal on
18th May, 1957 when Oldham won 15-14
after athriller will ever forget that game.
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A L L E N M I L L S H O W A R D & C O .
Chartered Certified Accountants &Registered Auditors

Supporting Business &OLDHAM R.L.F.C. in Oldham <6; Tame side
for all your accountancy, audit &taxation problems contact:

Hyde -Stephen Howard 0161 ■366 6535 !Ashton -John Mills 0161 -339 6140
Oldham -David Savidge 0161 -624 2550 ■Failsworth -Peter Scholes 0161 681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND
Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

A M H A M H

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

D e m o l i t i o n w o r k u n d e r t a k e n

All materials can be picked up
a n d d e l i v e r e d

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Lansaowne

Roofing
Suonlies Ltd.

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

P I L G R I M
Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for

the Power &Marine industries Worldwide

www.pilgrim-international.fio.uk
r.3,^ r ■ j j u i ’ z i - j

JUmdedP V C u W i n d o w s , D o o r s & C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Sunset Windows Limited, Waddington Street, Oldham OL9 6QH
Te l . 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2 ! F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 7 5 0 9 4
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S a d d l e w o r t h S p o r t s
A N D S c h o o l U n i f o r m

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for

all Major Sports
S p e c i a l i s t S u p p l i e r s o f S c h o o l

U n i f o r m a t b e s t P r i c e s

P e r s o n a l S e r v i c e G u a r a n t e e d

Mail Order &Delivery Service
A v a i l a b l e

❖

P r o p r i e t o r s ; G e o f f & M a r j o r i e C o o k e
93 Chew Va l l ey Road , G reenfie ld ,

Oldham, Lancashi re . OL3 7JJ
P h o n e o r F a x : 0 1 4 5 7 8 7 2 5 1 5

2 4 H r A n s w e r p h o n e

e.raail: saddspoits@excite.co.uk
www.saddleworthsports.co.uk

❖

E a s y P a r k i n g ■V i s a ! M a s t e r c a r d ! S w i t c h !
D e l t a ! S o l o ! A m e x

C A N T O N E S E R E S T A U R A N T

IVeVe Cured
H e a d a c h e s f o r
THE ROUGHYEDS

M a n u f a c t u r e r s
of upholstery
fillings for over
acentury, Platt
& H i l l m a k e
foam and fibre
fillings of the
highest quality
right here in
Oldham.

P l a t t & H i l l

Belgrave Mill
Fi t ton Hi l l Road
O l d h a m 0 L 8 2 L Z

PLATT &HILL Manchester Road !Mossley OL5 9QW
Te l : 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 9 6 3 8 / 0 1 4 5 7 8 3 4 1 6 9I m i

’ m M u & u i .

Tel . 0161 621 4400 !Fax: 0161 621 4408

2 8



Topic Of The Day
The 100 Best Flayers Of 1951-2001! B E

COMPILING alist of the one hundred best players
of the last half century was bound to be an
arbitrary and purely subjective task. Week by
week Iasked myself, for example, why is so-and-
so number 75 and this other guy 93? And, of
course, it’s avery difficult question to answer.
However, as the series progressed certain criteria
became obvious. In particular, virtually all the
selections had played international football -with
the exception of overseas stars such as Brian
B e v a n a n d T o m V a n V o l l e n h o v e n w h o a r e

nevertheless universally acknowledged as true
‘greats’ of the game -and, especially, had tested
their ability against Australia which, in rugby
league terms, is the greatest test of all. At the
same time it was also obvious that great players
are great players no matter what era they played
in. The idea that Alex Murphy or Mai Reilly could
not hack it in today’s fully professional game is a
nonsense, as is the idea that an Andy Farrell or
Keiron Cunningham are not as good as the greats
of the ‘50s and ‘60s. Indeed, one major difficulty
which arose when considering current players
was at what point they became candidates for
inclusion. For example, Iexcluded Kris Radlinski
and Paul Sculthorpe, both players who are surely
certainties to be included in any such list compiled
but afew years from now. And what about the
generation just emerging, players such as Kevin
Sinfield, Robbie Paul, Sean Long, Leon Pryce etc.
etc. ageneration about to be put to the same
stern test in the next few years?

Another thing which became clear as the
series progressed was the flowering of individual
teams, albeit briefly, at particular moments of
t i m e . I n t h e e a r l y ‘ 5 0 s H u d d e r s fi e l d a n d
Warrington were teams to be reckoned with but by
the middle and late years of the decade such as
Oldham and Hull had emerged. The ‘50s were
also the years of Workington’s greatest triumphs
and by the end of the decade Wakefield and St.
H e l e n s w e r e e m e r g i n g a s t h e g a m e ’ s
powerhouses. If these two dominated the early
sixties Leeds quickly became amajor force and
continued to be into the next decade. Meanwhile,
there were brief but glorious achievements for
Swinton and Halifax in the mid sixties, then for
Sa l fo rd and Cas t ie fo rd in the la te ‘60s and ‘70s .
S t . H e l e n s c o n t i n u e d t o b u b b l e u n d e r b u t t w o
teams of ‘Cup Kings’ shone throughout the
sevent ies in the fo rm o f Widnes and Leeds . Nex t
came the flowering of Hull and Hull Kingston
Rovers before the unprecedented dominance of
the game by one club, the Wigan of Graham Lowe
and John Monie. The time span of Wigan’s utter
superiority has probably never been matched in
the history of the game, although, but for the
intervention of the First World War, Huddersfield

could claim asimilar pre-eminence. And, despite,
the strength of today’s Bradford Bulls, the current
era is dominated by St. Helens.

All of which just goes to show what goes
around comes round and, however depressing
any given moment in time may be for an individual
club, asome point fate will intervene and fortunes
can be changed. It may be difficult under current
full time regulations but the progress of Hull F.C.
under Shaun McRae is an encouragement to all,
which is why aproper gangway between divisions
is so important to the hopes and aspirations of all
those clubs currently languishing in the doldrums.

And finally in my own mind Iwas always
clear about who iconsidered to be my top ten.
Based on the criteria Iset out listed below is my
idea of the best Great Britain side of the last half
century. Ihope you have enjoyed the series and
that you will have felt like disagreeing with me
because, after all, the game is all about opinions.
If you have any strong feelings and wish to put
pen to paper Iam sure the Editor will be happy to
accommodate your views. In the meantime watch
f o r O l d h a m ’ s a l l t i m e b e s t t e a m o f t h e l a s t 5 0
years based on the same criteria in the next
p r o g r a m m e .

G . C .

G R E AT B R I TA I N X I I I 1 9 5 1 - 2 0 0 1

1 . P a u l C h a r l t o n
(Salford &Workington)
B i l l y B o s t o n

(Wigan)
Lew is Jones

(Leeds)
N e i l F o x

(Wakefield)
M a r t i n O f fi a h
(Widnes &Wigan)
E l l e r y H a n l e y
(Bradford, Wigan &Leeds)
A l e x M u r p h y

(St. Helens, Leigh &Warraington)
A l a n P r e s c o t t
(St. Helens)
T o m m y H a r r i s

(Hu l l )
B r i a n M c T i g u e
(Wigan)
D i c k H u d d a r t

(Whitehaven &St. Helens
M a l c o l m R e i l l y
(Cast le ford)
V i n c e K a r a l i u s
(St. Helens &Widnes)

2 .

3 .

4 .

5 .

6 .

7 .

8 .

9 .

10 .

1 1 .

1 2 .

1 3 .
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S t a t A t t a c K
SOME weeks ago Rochdale Coach Martin Hall was bemoaning the fact that his side had not won
apenalty count for six weeks. Well, excuse me but Ithought that rugby league was about winning
matches and not about ‘winning’ penalty countsi Following these remarks was it coincidence that
Rochdale then came out in front in the penalty count in the next four matches? Although all club
coaches (and supporters) feel harshly done to from time to time when it comes to the award of
penalties, by and large the remedy is in the hands of the Coach himself and his players: it can be
summed up in one word -discipline.

Below we publish details of penalties awarded and conceded per club compiled as accurately
as possible from the information provided weekly in League Express. What is remarkable is that
for the second season running Whitehaven, under the just departed Paul Cullen, have far and away
the best record. They have been awarded 78 more penalties than they have conceded. Today’s
visitors, Workington Town, come second with aplus score of 46. There must be something in the
air up in Cumbrial

A v e r a g e P e n a l t i e s
A w a r d e d P e r M a t c h

T o t a l P e n a l t i e s
D i f f e r e n t i a l

A v e r a g e P e n a l t i e s
C o n c e d e d P e r M a t c h

WHITEHAVEN + 7 8DEWSBURY 8 .3 WHITEHAVEN 5 .9

+46WORKINGTONKEIGHLEY 8 .3 BARROW 6.5

+28GATESHEAD

WORKINGTON

6.6 O L D H A MWORKINGTON 8 .3

+156.8 HUNSLETHUDDERSFIELD 8 .2

FEATHERSTONE +13ROCHDALE 7.1WHITEHAVEN

DEWSBURY +4O L D H A M 8 . 0 BATLEY 7.2

GATESHEAD +3HUNSLET 7 . 9 O L D H A M 7.2

+3FEATHERSTONE 7.3 HUDDERSFIELDFEATHERSTONE 7 . 8

EvenHULL KR HUNSLET 7.3 HULL K.R.7 . 7

KEIGHLEY -1DONCASTER 7 . 6 SWINTON 7 .3

LEIGH -5CHORLEY 7 . 3 LEIGH 7 .4

BARROW - 1 0LEIGH 7 . 3 SHEFFIELD 7 .6

- 1 6SHEFFIELDSHEFFIELD 7 . 0 HULL K.R. 7 .7

DONCASTER - 1 8GATESHEAD 6 .7 HUDDERSFIELD 8.1

ROCHDALE - 2 3ROCHDALE 6 .4 DEWSBURY 8 .2

SWINTON DONCASTER 8 .2 SWINTON - 2 36 .4

BATLEY -31BARROW 6.2 KEIGHLEY 8 .4

-366.1 CHORLEY 8 .6 CHORLEYBATLEY

On these figures compared to last year Keighley, in particular, concede many more penalties
and Batiey are again the side least likely to benefit from referee generosity. Sheffield have
improved their record and, looking at penalties conceded, Rochdale don’t have too much to
complain about.

Watch out in the next programme for an assessment of individual referees.
G . C .
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LEVER’S If youPre no t
s a t i s fi e d w i t h y o u r

b a t t l e , c o n v e r tF I S H & C H I P
RESTAURANT

The Roya l Bank
o f S c o t l a n d

B e s t W i s h e s
T O For more information on the range of

B u s i n e s s S e r v i c e s a v a i l a b l e f r o m

The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact

Tina Horton, Business Manager
o n 0 1 6 1 6 3 3 8 4 6 0

O l d h a m R L F C

U n i t s 2 & 3 ! M a r k e t H a l l
O l d h a m

The Royal Bank of Scotland pic
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,

E d i n b u r g h E H 2 2 V B
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

M o n - S a t 1 0 . 3 0 - 5 . 3 0

0 1 6 1 6 3 3 0 0 7 4

D R O N S F I E L D S Amega
L a b e l s L t d

M E R C E D E S

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL
ROAD, DOBCROSS
O L D H A M 0 L 3 S R B

T E L E P H O N E : 0 1 4 5 7 - 8 7 1 7 1 7

FAX: 01457 -871940

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

N e w & U s e d M e r c e d e s

Vehicles &Spares S h a w S t r e e t
O l d h a m O L l 3 R R

Tel 0161 785 0813
F a x 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 6 5 0 7

W
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G a r e t h B a r b e r
Harry Long (Oldham) Ltd

Plumbing, Heating &
Mechanical Services
Te l : 0161626 9175

Anthony Gibbons
Alphatec

J o e M c N i c h o l a s

la in Tay lo r

E i .

John B radd i sh

Tymbuktu Health &
Beauty Clinic

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 6 6 7

Dav id G ibbons

Allen, Mills, Howards Co.
A c c o u n t a n t s

O l d h a m & Ta m e s i d e

Anthony Murray
B u l l ' s H e a d

Heyside

K e i t h B r e n n a n

Lansdowne Roofing
Supplies Ltd

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 6 0 8 9 6

Pau l Nor ton

S u n s e t N a t i o n a l

C o n s e r v a t o r i e s

Te l : 0 1 6 1 6 2 4 5 9 6 2

Jon Goddard

M e d l o c k
C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

N e i l R o d e n
David Macauley

Chartered Surveyor
Pouiton-ie-Fyide
0 1 2 5 3 8 8 3 8 3 3

Danny Guest
John Barret t

(Time Keeper)

Andy Proctor

Phi l Farre l l
H a l l N e e d h a m

A s s o c i a t e s
A r c h i t e c t s

0 1 6 1 6 8 8 1 8 2 0

Joey Hayes
Ray &Chris Broadbent

Jason Clegg
O R L F C s t a f f

Bryan Henare
Lansdowne Trading

S e r v i c e s L t d

0 1 6 1 6 2 6 1 1 4 1

M a r k S i b s o n

Mick Harrop
V W i l l C o w e l l

. . t

iG a v i n D o d d

Oldham Rugby Union
Gav in Johnson Chris Campbell

Mr

Sfeve Molloy
Lees Viiiage Service

S t a t i o n

0 1 6 1 6 2 4 2 3 0 6

John Hough
M e d i o c k

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s

Lee Doran

Alphatec *

O ldham) together
t h e o u t l o o k ’ s b r i g h t
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WING’S WINE SHOP W I W O ’ S?

63 George S t ree t , O ldham, Lancash i re OL l ILX
^/f/« t4(e^r/ian&

0161 652 9396
Established in 1983, Wino’s is an Independent
Oldham based company. We stock over 1500
different wines, 250 spirits and over 60 beers.

Apart from the retail shop in George Street, Oldham
we now supply direct to the trade, from restaurants
and wine bars through to the company board room.
We also offer asale or return service on many of
our wines for parties, weddings etc., you pay for

what you drink.
The free loan of champagne flutes, wine goblets
and beer glasses, whether it be aparty of 20 or a

function of 520, is available.

■m m .H i

I I i l i » i V i ' t t ! ! ' J 1 ' ,
. ; i ;

We pride ourselves on offering friendly professional service.
5% DISCOUNT on any MIXED CASE OF 12 BOTTLES

Wines supplied Sale or Return for Weddings or Functions
F R E E G L A S S L O A N - F R E E D E L I V E R Y S E R V I C E - M A I L I N G L I S T

Hope to see you soon -PHIL, IAN, MARK and STEVE

HAYNESWOOD
Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

U K O f fi c e :

St John’s Mill

113 St John Street, Lees,
Oldham 0L4 3DJ, England.
Phone: +44(0)161 620 5337
Fax: +44(0)161 627 4367
E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com

U S A O f fi c e :

Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
1658 Soquel Drive, Unite,

Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +1 831 462 3583

1-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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Date Opponent R e s u l t A t t

DECEMBER
2 S W I N T O N L I O N S

16 Hul l K.R.

30 Leigh
JANUARY

6 Y O R K

13 Dewsbury Rams
20 CHORLEY LYNX

F - A
H P

L 1 0 - 2 6 2 0 3 2

L 1 2 - 4 6 3 3 8 8

A s s o c i a t e M a t c h S p o n s o r

Am EGA Labels

W 32-16 1130

L 6-30 1410

W 34-2 1114

27 WEST HULL (C'CapRll3)W 38-4 1131
FEBRUARY

3 Workington
10 ST HELENS (C’Clip Ml] L
17 GATESHEAD

MARCH

3 Huddersfield

L20-28 9 9 1

6-40 4089

W 54-2 931 A s s o c i a t e M a t c h S p o n s o r

D o u g h t y ’s G y m
L 18-28 3191

10 DONCASTER DRAGONS D 22-22 1067

15 Sheffield Eagles
24 FEATHERSTONE

29 RochdaleHornets(NC)L 13-14 2096

W 2 5 - 6 1 0 9 5

W 2 3 - 1 2 1 5 3 3

M a n o f t h e M a t c h S p o n s o r

H a n l o n & W r i g h t

APRIL

2 DEWSBURY R.(NC) W 47-12 1056
7 Huddersfield G. (NC) L 16-44 2687

21 Hunslet Hawks (NC) W 56-10 747
MAY

5BATLEY B. (NC)
12 HUDDERSFIELD(NCXF) L16-36 1699
23 ROCHDALE HORNETS L24-28 1050

W40-16 1 2 0 4

M a t c h b a i i S p o n s o r

Shuhleworth Marketing Ltd
JUNE

W 34-32 1188

W 46-12 867

W 27-25 791

23 BATLEY BULLDOGS L 26-34 1058

30 Hunslet Hawks

2Keighley Cougars
9 W H I T E H AV E N

1 6 B a r r o w

W34-20 6 7 9

P r o g r a m m e S p o n s o r

J. F. D. Pierce Associates
JULY

7 L E I G H

14 Chorley Lynx
21 Whi tehaven

28 HUDDERSFIELD

AUGUST

4HUNSLET HAWKS

11 Batley Bulldogs
18 Rochdale Hornets

25 WORKINGTON

28 DEWSBURY RAMS

SEPTEMBER

L 22-26 1,526
W 52-10

L 17-20 1,010
L 30-32 1,339

605

C h a m p a g n e M o m e n t
S p o n s o r

David Lord &Bob Odgen

(Old CoMMinEE Members)

W 24-16 907

D 20-20 1013

L 17-18 1980

H

HK.0.7.45pm

KEIGHLEY COUGARS H

O l d h a m R L F C f u l l y s u p p o r t t h e l e t ’ s
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL

ORIGINS. Racism has no place in our game
A N D R A C I S T C H A N T S A R E T O T A L L Y

UNACCEPTABLE.
Allow everyone to enjoy the game.
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t w o p l a y e r s
that deserve atry this season

f o r d k a c o l l e c t i o n

1 . 3 1 3 d r

!cd p laye r

! e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

!cent ra l lock ing

! l ea ther s teer ing whee l

£ 7 , 9 9 5

n e w f o r d f o c u s z e t e c
1 . 6 i 1 6 v 3 d r

!cd p laye r

!a l loy whee ls

! remote cen t ra l l ock ing

! e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

£ 1 1 , 7 4 5

northern ford dealers -official sponsors of the northern ford premiership

c a l l 0 8 4 5 7 111 8 8 8 f o r y o u r l o c a l f o r d d e a l e r

N O f T T H E R N
r O R O

t



m N O R T H E R N
F O R D

N O R T H E R N
F O R D

I %v %mM l
\ ^ ? y

P R E M I E R S H I P i i i M i ' i i i i m i i i a

O L D H A M W O R K I N G T O N
Coach; Gary MURDOCHC o a c h : S t e v e M O L L O Y

G a v i n D O D D <

Joey HAYES i
W i l l C O W E L L I

J o n G O D D A R D <

J o e M c N I C H O L A S <

G a r e t h B A R B E R <

N e i l R O D E N <

S t e v e M O L L O Y !

J o h n H O U G H 1

J a s o n C L E G G <

L e e D O R A N <

Bryan HENARE <
Anthony GIBBONS <

G a v i n J O H N S O N <

D a v i d N E W T O N ^

C h r i s C A M P B E L L 4

Danny GUEST \
T O D A Y ’ S

REFEREE: MICHAEL DAWBER d
J. LEAHY EE3

: i s L i a m N I C H O L L S

M a t t h e w W O O D C O C K

B r e t t M c D E R M O n

N e i l F R A Z E R

G r a e m e L E W T H W A I T E

T a n e M A N I H E R A

O w e n W I L L I A M S O N

M a t t h e w T U N S T A L L

C a r l S I C E

H i t r o O K E S E N E

S t u a r t H O Y L E S

L o k e n i S AV E L I O

Gary CHARLTON
Ricky WRIGHT
Craig BARKER
J a m i e B E A U M O N T

M a t t h e w J O H N S O N

O F F I C I A L S

R. E. AINSWORTH
■R. G. WILLIS

i n
L41
i n
: n
n i
: n
: n
[103

:12a
i m
141

: i5 i
^16V
171

O ldham) toge ther
t h e o u t l o o k ’ s b r i g h t


