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O UL D H A M
at the very heart of the North West

|
Oldham continues to take significant strides to be THE desirable place to |
live, work or visit at the heart of the North West. l\

Massive investment in regeneration and renewal continues apace and
Oldham has the region’s largest town centre based indoor shopping area. \

Businesses are benefiting from the new M60 motorway which now .
puts Oldham less than 25 minutes away from Manchester Airport.

A new bus station and the anticipation of the Metrolink tram system
coming to Oldham soon further strengthen the appeal of the town for
investment and new opportunities.

Add to this superb opportunities for education and training, including a new
Business Management School, exciting developments in tourism and the
arts like the newly opened Huddersfield Narrow Canal and the soon-to-be
opened Art Gallery and the desirability of Oldham becomes even clearer.

Enquiries to the Marketing and Communications Unit, PO Box 160, Civic Centre,
West Street, Oldham, OL1 1UG. Telephone 0161 911 4707, Fax 0161 911 4936.
E-mail ce.presspr@oldham.gov.uk; or visit our website at www.oldha

A 62 Oldham

Ring Road (S & W). Ashton, (M673
Micr 4, Chester, B'ham (M56)
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HoT SEAT

with Christopher Hamilton

WELL, after the Dewsbury game and
results at the weekend we now know
that if we beat Keighley today we will
have secured the final play off spot.
The Cougars will be difficult opposition as we found out at Cougar Park
in June and although they have not won many games reports suggest
that their level of performance since then has been fairly good.

One thing is for sure - going into the play offs will pose no greater
pressure for the players because they have been playing cup tie football
recently in the oft quoted ‘Must Win' games and in some ways, should we
win today, mentally the team will be in the right frame of mind to progress.

We are certainly capable of making our mark in the play offs having
had a semi-final and a final appearance in the last 2 years and if we stay
focussed anything can happen regardless of our current injury list.

It will be something of a strange situation after this weeks games as
no less than 16 of the Leagues 18 teams will be entering play off games
and it will be very interesting to see what the attendances are like after
what has been a very disappointing season crowd wise - not only for us
but also for everybody else. One thing is for sure at whatever date our
season ends the players will deserve holidays and time off. The length of
this season has been incredible and when you take into consideration
the time players put in for pre season training they have gone 12 months
without a break. Balance that against the level of effort and determination
put into every game and the odd poor performance is not to be
unexpected, and the occasional dropped ball suddenly becomes more
understandable - oh and by the way don'’t forget that they are also
working full time!!! Take a bow the stars of the show - the players. It would
also be remiss of me not to publicly thank Steve Molloy for stepping into
the breach earlier in the season and taking on the role of player/coach.

Ably assisted by Andy Proctor and Shaun Gartland (who with his
Academy squad deserve great praise for finishing second in the league
and who are also aiming for a Grand Final place). Steve has worked hard
from day one and the changes he has made have been there for all to
see.

With a 100% backing from the players, Steve has seized his
opportunity and, as agreed, once the season is over we will sit down with
him to discuss what happens from here. As ever please get behind the
team.

Enjoy the game,

Chris

TOMMY LEYLAND SNR

There will be one minutes silence prior to today’s game in

memory of TOMMY LEYLAND who recently died aged 80.
Tommy, a second row forward signed for Oldham in 1948
from the St. Helens club and between 1948 and 1953 played (&

in 111 first teams matches. He continued to be a loyal
supporter of the Oldham club and remained an active member
of the ex Oldham players group.

Our thoughts today are with his family and many friends.

The E‘”"‘%’W
Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Limited

64 UNION STREET
OLpHAam OL1 1DJ

TeLEPHONE: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
CLuB SHop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN
Christopher Hamilton
DIRECTORS
Christopher Hamiliton,
Stewart Hardacre, Sean Whitehead
HEAD COACH
Steve Molloy
ASSISTANT COACH/CONDITIONER
Andy Proctor
ALLIANCE/ACADEMY COACH
Shaun Gartland
PHYSIOTHERAPISTS
Nic Walker, Louise Waters
& Clare Gross
TIMEKEEPER
John Barrett
CLUB DOCTOR
Dr David Harrison
MEeDIA & MARKETING MANAGER
Nigel Marland
CoMMERCIAL MANAGER
John Battye
GENERAL MANAGER
Robin Highfield
SECRETARY & LOTTERY MANAGER
Lorraine Rowbottom
PROGRAMME EDITORS
Nigel Marland & Brian Walker

CLUB HONOURS
A J Law Cup Winners 1998,
1999/2000
Trans Pennine Cup Finalist 1998
NFP Grand Finalists 2001
HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(sponsorep By J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23, Herman Hilton
1913-26, Alan Davies 1950-62,
Frank Stirrup 1950-62, Bernard
Ganley 1950-61, John Etty 1954-59,
Derek Turner 1955-59, Bob Irving
1964-74, Martin Murphy 1966-82,
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94.

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THIS MATCHDAY MAGAZINE DO NOT NECESSARILY REFLECT THOSE OF THE MANAGEMENT AND STAFF OF OLDHAM RLFC (1997) Lrp.
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A WARM welcome to Gary Moorby and the officials,
players and spectators of Keighley Cougars for what we
hope will be our last home game of the season. It is a
very important game for both clubs as nobody wants to
go into the play-offs (hopefully) two different sets (of
play-offs) on the back of a defeat. On top of this we have
to win this game if we are not to depend on the results of
others to finish in that all important 9th spot.

At Cougar Park, earlier in the season we managed
to produce one of our (all too familiar, this season)
performances where we got off to a flying start and then
took our foot off the gas and enabled a young and
enthusiastic Cougar side to get back in the game. We
were, on that occasion, very lucky to hang on and win in
the end.

That ghost almost came back to haunt us again
against Dewsbury but some last dash heroics by
“Scruffy” (John Hough) playing out of position, made sure
of a point and a result today should see us in ninth spot » *iQJ
barring a surprise Dewsbury victory over Leigh by 50+ ?‘

points. This would mean we have reached our first goal )
of the season and that is a place in NFP 1. ,‘

The second goal is a successful play off run. This ﬁT AT (]\‘ -
will only come about if we completely eliminate these ‘foot off the gas scenarios” and play to
the best of our ability for the whole 80 minutes, which we are well capable of doing. But first
things first, a victory today over Keighley Cougars. Keep up your support for the lads and
thanks for all the support and encouragement you have given me in my new role it has been
greatly appreciated.

Enjoy the game.

Steve

It is 50 years since the first radio broadcast from Watersheddings direct to Oldham
hospitals. This excellent facility for the patients, now broadcast by RADIO CAVELL is

marked prior to today’s game by a presentation to RADIO CAVELL from Oldham
Roughyed’s Chairman Chris Hamilton.
I:'aa PACKAGING LIMITED
MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS
PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161-284 9000




DEREK ANTHONY LTD.

General Sheetmetal Workers &
Structural Steel Fabricators

UNITS 4/5 - WHITESWAN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
DERKER STREET - OLDHAM OL1 3LY

Tel. 0161 627 4200 - Fax. 0161 627 3616

WisH ORLFC EVERY SUCCESS FOR 2002

SPEEDY HIRE CENTRES
(NORTHERN) L1D.

OLDHAM DEPOT
Tel 0161 626 8111

For all your
Plant & Tool Hire Needs
Good Fortunes to the Roughyeds
throughout the 2002 Season

PERSONAL TYRES
EXHAUSTS &
GARAGE SERVICES

PuncTure REPAIRS - WHEEL BALANCING
TRACKING - SHOCKERS - SERVICING
CLUTCHES - BRAKES - WELDING
M.O.T. REPAIRS - EXHAUSTS

BeeveR STREET - OLDHAM OL1 3TD

Tel: 0161 624 2826 & 0161 628 9949
Fax: 0161 628 9949

Coppice, LB ’t’QZ
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Fax. 0161 633 6570

Roughyeds
website address:
www.roughyeds.co.uk




In Yer

Face

AS ANOTHER regular season draws to a
close and clubs prepare for the play offs it
is time to pause for reflection. In the case
of today’s visitors Keighley Cougars once
the most progressive of clubs it has been a
time for consolidation. As with many clubs
the Cougars ran into financial difficulties
last season and the club that exists today
is a re-formed organisation in the same
way that Oldham is. Under those
circumstances it is always a case of
starting at the bottom and getting back to
basics. Losing players of the calibre of
Martin Wood and Nathan Antonik to name
but two can be devastating. Then, to suffer
the loss through injury of that most loyal of
servants and inspirational captain Jason
Ramshaw only compounds the situation.
Fortunately Keighley had in place a sound
junior development programme which has
paid rich dividends in re-establishing the
club this year. From here on the only way is
up.

In the case of Oldham long suffering
Roughyeds fans have had to suffer another
traumatic season. Suddenly confronted
with an appalling decision by Oldham
Athletic the club found itself without a
ground only three weeks before the new
season was due to start and it was only
thanks to our hosts here at Hurst Cross
that the season got underway at all. Next
up came the loss of Coach Mike Ford to a
job in Rugby Union along with the
departure of his two major signings Tommy
Hodgkinson lost to injury and Simon Knox
transferred to Leigh. Since then Oldham
have seen two other coaches come and go
in Mark Knight and John Harbin, the latter
in an extraordinary move which took him to
Boundary Park and did nothing to endear
him to the Roughyed faithful. Steve
Molloy’s accession to the hot seat has
seen a marked improvement in

performance despite a sometimes
horrendous injury list and a paper thin
squad. Results have not always been as
good as we would have liked but with so
many scores within six points a bit of
experience and steadiness can soon turn
failure into success. Against all odds
Oldham’s Directors and loyal band of
supporters continue to battle on with
admirable determination and commitment.
| only wish the carping and petty criticism
too evident on Internet web sites could be
turned into something more positive. If the
current regime can be subject to so much
abuse | really wonder why, when Oldham
Bears was a P.L.C. and answerable to its
shareholders, so many turned a blind eye
and a deaf ear to what was going on and
allowed the Directors a) to sell the club’s
greatest asset in Watersheddings and b) to
fold the club. The achievements of this
current Board are phenomenal and it is sad
that so many people have to be reminded
of that fact so frequently.

On the wider Rugby League front the
game continues in its usual state of turmoil.
The product on the field continues to
enthrall but the game’s administration still
leaves much to be desired. It would be nice
to think that we are on the verge of sorting
this out and it is easy to become too inward
looking when other team sports such as
soccer, cricket and rugby union, plus the
game Down Under, have equally horrific
problems. And with the business end of the
season now upon us it is better to look
forward to an exciting play off season in
both the N.F.P, and Super League to be
followed by what promises to be a
wonderfully competitive Test series against
New Zealand. So, an Autumn of great
rugby still to come. As ever, enjoy the
game.

G.C.
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ON THis Day . ..
Don Yates looks back to September 8th yesteryear

SIX YEARS AGO, on Sunday 8th
September 1996, former Oldham centre
Phil Larder spent his last working day as
coach of the Keighley Cougars. His two-
year reign at Lawkholme Lane ended with
his team contesting the Divisional
Premiership Final at Old Trafford where
Salford provided the opposition. Keighley
jumped into a 6-0 lead with a penalty from
centre Simon Irving followed by a try from
hooker Phil Cantillon. Unfortunately that
lead did not last long for Salford recovered
to take an 8-6 half time lead and go on to
win 19-6.

Forty-years earlier, on Saturday 8th
September 1956, the St.George club of
Sydney won the first of eleven consecutive
Premierships. They beat Balmain 18-12
before a crowd of 61,987 at Sydney Cricket
Ground. During that amazing eleven-year
run, the Dragons played 222 matches and
lost only thirty-three. In 1959 they were
undefeated throughout the entire season
and it was during this astonishing era that
Saints remained undefeated on their home
ground, the Kogarah Oval, for a
remarkable 12 years.

The Roughyeds
had a good team
then, too. In season
1956-57 they won
the Championship
| and, in so doing,
pulled off an
impressive victory
on that same
| Saturday, 8th
September 1956.
That day they visited
«| Knowsley Road and

.| beat St.Helens 25-
16. Wingers Dick
Cracknell and John
Etty each scored a
couple of tries that
afternoon and hooker Jack Keith also

Dick Cracknell

crossed for a try. Full-back Bernard Ganley
landed five goals.

It was on this day in 1997, Monday 8th
September, that the original Oldham club
played its last competitive match.
Relegated from Super League, the Bears
then visited Leeds in the Premiership play-
off, a competition which that season
involved all Super League clubs. Oldham
led 6-4 late in the first half at Headingley
before eventually slipping to a 42-16
defeat. Paul Atcheson, Afi Leuila and
Howard Hill scored tries and Francis
Maloney landed a couple of goals. Making
their senior debuts in that match were a
couple of lads who are now vital members
of the current Roughyeds squad, winger
Joe McNicholas and prop Danny Guest.

The future of the Roughyeds lies within
their youth system. Twelve months ago, on
Saturday 8th September 2001, the Oldham
Service Area under-16 team entertained
the Wigan & Leigh Service Area up at
Counthill. The visitors were expected to
win so no one was surprised when the
cocky pie-eaters went 10-4 in front. But
Oldham never lost belief in themselves and
with scrum-half Andy Gorey calling the
shots, Oldham hit back to win a thoroughly
entertaining match 13-10. Gorey, now on
the Roughyeds books, landed two goals
and a dropped goal whilst another member
of the Oldham academy squad, Michael
Rowe scored a try as did Danny Lowe.

On Saturday 8th September 1906
Swinton entertained a Pontefract team who
turned up with only twelve players. The
Lions made full use of their numerical
advantage by running up a club record 76-
4 victory. They crossed for eighteen tries
with hooker Billy Simister, winger George
Jones and centres Albert Valentine and
Billy Dixon each claiming hattricks. That
record win stood for ninety years but,
remarkably, when the Lions visited
Pontefract three months later they lost 5-0!!
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Marshall

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT Pump s

Adamsons

= CRASH REPAIR CENTRE

REPAIR SPECIALISTS
As approved distributor for many of
Approved repairers to all Europe’s leading manufacturers, we
leading insurance companies support an extensive stock range with
guaranteed delivery and unrivalled
technical expertise
Telephone
0161 627 4001 pEr

v

0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’'th Moor -
Oldham OL4 1JG Certificate No. 910554

et

Marshall Pump Systems Limited,
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE Rhodes Bank - Oldham - OL1 1UA

2 : 5 Tel: 0161 678 6111 - Fax: 0161 627 0913 (Sales)
QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS Fax: 0161 628 7747 (Service)

E-mail: info@marshallpumps.co.uk
Web Site: www.marshallpumps.co.uk

HAD AN ACCIDENT?

YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO COMPENSATION

NO WIN, NO FEE

FREE HOME VISITS
FIRST INTERVIEW FREE WITHOUT ANY OBLIGATIONS

CALL US NOW ON:

0800 917 . .7278

WE KNOW THE ANSWER
KEITH DYSON SOLICITORS
THE PERSONAL INJURY SPECIALISTS

39 Liverpool Road Castlefield Manchester M3 4NQ
Tel: 0161 832 9933




At GEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
/. you need to get the
> right RESULT every time.

y///George Hin |

Timber & Building Supplies

Scottfield Road, off Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250
E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk

LAWRENCE PERRINS & SONS LIMITED

Established 1947
Plumbers * Electricians Heating Engineering
Security Systems
176 OLDHAM ROAD, SPRINGHEAD, OLDHAM OL4 5SJ
TeEL 0161 624 1723 Fax 0161 624 3798

RYDER
DUTTON

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS AND SURVEYORS

Wherever you see
this sign you can
be assured
of an efficient and
professional
approach to any
property matter

7/15 Union Street,
Oldham, OL 1HA
Tel. 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Also at Chadderton,
Middleton, Shaw,
Uppermill, Heywood,
Glossop, Mossley &
Ashton-u-Lyne

e EE Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional
Goodwin

local businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits.
Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House,Schofield Street, Oldham,OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

A Mbmber ot
Otonam CHameer

review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities for

P
~gEd

!ﬁ

Communii
Legal Service

WRIGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS since 1795
29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
TEL : 0161 624 6811 FAX : 0161 624 3743

PLEASED TO BE PART OF

Criminal
Defence Service

$

EMAIL: info@wrigleyclaydon.com WEE: www.wrigleyclaydon.com
THE TEAM
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THE Oldham Academy boys duly
completed their league programme by
winning both their last two matches 62-6
against Whitehaven at Manor Park and
26-18 at Doncaster Dragons thus securing
runners up spot in Senior Academy One.

This is a tremendous achievement by
one of the youngest squads in the division
and now avoids a game in the first round
of the SIX TEAM GRAND FINAL PLAY
OFF SERIES commencing this weekend.
They will now play Leigh Centurions away
next week for an automatic spot in the final
with the loser going into the major semi
final

John Mitchell, who kicked of nine goals and
scored a try against Whitehaven Academy.

Acapemy FIRsT Division FIXTURES

MAY

11 OLDHAM

15 OLDHAM

18 OLDHAM

25  Dewsbury Rams

JUNE

2 Keighley Cougars

16 Sheffield Eagles
22 OLDHAM
29 Barrow Raiders

JULY

6 OLDHAM
21 Whitehaven
27 OLDHAM

AUGUST
7 OLDHAM
11 Leigh Centurions

18 Workington Town

29  Whitehaven
SEPTEMBER

<< < <

<= <<

< <

<< <<

1 Doncaster Dragons v

Sheffield Eagles
Keighley Cougars
Workington Town
OLDHAM

OLDHAM
OLDHAM
Doncaster Dragons
OLDHAM

Leigh Centurions
OLDHAM
Barrow Raiders

Dewsbury Rams
OLDHAM
OLDHAM
OLDHAM

OLDHAM

W 22-20
W 60-12

P
L 20-12

W 46-26
W 40-36
W40-28
W31-14

L 6-46
L 35-20
W 38-8

W18-10
L30-4

P
W62-6
W26-18

The play offs are scheduled over the next four
consecutive weekends commencing this weekend
culminating with the Grand Final the weekend of 28/29

September. The format is as follows:-
Weekend 7/8 September (Preliminary Semi-Finals)
First & Second don’t play

Match A Three v Six

Match B Four v Five
Weekend 14/15 September (Qualifying Semi-Finals)

Match C One v Two

Winner to Final

Loser to Major Semi Final
Match D Winner (A) v Winner (B) Winners to Major
Semi Final

Loser eliminated

Weekend 21/22 September (Major Semi Final)
Match E Loser Match C v Winner Match D
Winner to Final

Loser eliminated

Weekend 28/29 September(Grand Final)
Winner Match (¢) v Winner Match (E)

The final will be held at a ground provided by the

team with the highest league position.

AcADEMY FIRST DiviISION
FINAL TABLE

Leigh Centurions
Oldham

P W
14 14
14 10

Doncaster Dragons 14

Dewsbury Rams
Barrow Raiders
Sheffield Eagles
Whitehaven
Keighley Cougars

14
14
14
14
14

7

B S S e

For
740
425
461
423
386
390
255
255

oo =+~ 000
O O W WOWw~NOW” O

-k

Agst
157
309
478
346
409
467
571
595

Pts
28
20
15
13
10
10
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NFP Rouned Uo

IT has already been well publicised that in
order for the Roughyeds to grab that all
important ninth spot in this seasons NFP
campaign and with it a ticket to both the
TOP NINE GRAND FINAL SERIES and next
seasons NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE they
have to beat today’s visitors Keighley
Cougars or rely on Dewsbury Rams,
Workington and Sheffield Eagles all losing.

Without tempting fate ninth spot will
ensure the Roughyeds a trip to the home of
the side finishing in fourth, a position again
determined by the outcome of today’s final
round of fixtures which mathematically could
still be Featherstone Rovers, Hull K.R. or
Doncaster Dragons. The two all important
matches are Workington v Featherstone and
Hull K.R. v Doncaster Dragons.

The Cougars already know their fate.
Regardless of the outcome of today’s game
they travel to Barrow in the Preliminary
Semi-Final of the SIX TEAM QUALIFYING
SERIES the competition winners joining the
top nine in next seasons National League
One.

The format for both the TOP NINE
GRAND FINAL SERIES and SIX TEAM
QUALIFYING SERIES are including on this

page.

HOW THE TOP NINE GRAND FINAL SERIES
WORKS....
WEEK ONE ELIMINATION SEMI FINALS
(SUNDAY 15TH SEPTEMBER 2002)
Match A Team 4 v Team 9
Match B Team 5 v Team 8
Match C Team 6 v Team 7
Clubs 1,2 & 3 bye - Winners to the preliminary
semi-finals, losers eliminated
WEEK TWO PRELIMINARY SEMI FINALS
(SUNDAY 22ND SEPTEMBER 2002)
Match D Team | v Team 2
Winners to Grand Final, loser to Major semi-final
Match E Team 3 v Lowest placed qualifying club
Match F Highest placed qualifying club
v Middle placed qualifying club
Winners to Minor semi finals, losers eliminated
WEEK THREE MINOR SEMI FINALS
(SUNDAY 29TH SEPTEMBER 2002)

Match G Winner Match E v Winner Match F
Winner to Major semi final, losers eliminated
WEEK FOUR MAJOR SEMI FINALS
(Sunpay 6TH OCTOBER 2002)

Match H Loser Match D vWinner Match G
Winner to Grand Final, losers eliminated
WEEK FIVE GRAND FINAL (AT WIDNES)
(SUNDAY 121H OCTOBER 2002)

Winner Match D v Winner Match H

Northern Ford Premiership
1}

P D L For Agst Diff PTS
Huddersfield Giants 26 25 1 0 1118 238 880 51
Leigh Centurions 2521 1 3 991 379 612 43
Rochdale Hornets 2119 1 7 809 582 227 39
Featherstone Rovers 26 17 1 8 786 595 191 35
Hull Kingston Rovers 25 16 1 8 677 456 221 33
Doncaster Dragons 26 16 1 9 741 583 158 33
Batley Bulldogs 2616 1 9 640 609 31 33
Whitehaven 2615 1 10 617 560 57 31
Oldham 2612 3 11 700 535 165 27
Dewsbury Rams 2613 1 12 694 598 96 27
Workington Town 2613 0 13 668 627 41 26
Sheffield Eagles

Barrow Raiders 26 11
Keighley Cougars 26 7 0 19 470 858 -388 14
Swinton Lions 26 5 20 433 888 -455 11
Chorley Lynx 26 4 0 22 434 970-536 8
Hunslet Hawks 25 2 1 22 358 903 -545 5
Gateshead Thunder 26 0 1 25 330 1052-722 1

1
0

2613 0 13 679 610 -31 26
(1) 14 650 652 -2 23
1

HOW THE SIX TEAM QUALIFYING SERIES
WORKS...

Week One - Preliminary Semi-Finals
Match A - Team 3 (12) v Team 6 (15)
Match B - Team 4 (13) v Team 5 (14)

Winners to Minor Semi Finals - Losers eliminated

Week Two - Qualifying Semi-Finals

Match C - Team 1 (10) v Team 2 (11)
Winner to Final - Loser to Major Semi Final
MINOR SEMI FINAL
Match D - Winner Match A v Winner Match B
Winner to Major Semi Final - Loser eliminated
Week Three - Major Semi-Finals
Match E - Loser Match C v Winner Match D
Winner to Grand Final - Loser eliminated
GRAND FINAL
Winner Match C v Winner Match E
Winner of Grand Final gains final place in National
League One for 2003. Team numbers based on final league
positions - home advantage to highest placed team.

The Final will be a double header at Widnes
along with the TOP NINE GRAND FINAL
B.W.
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KEIGHLEY COUGARS

JAMES RUSHFORTH year and is a great and influential squad
Now in his third season at the Cougars. player.

‘Rushy’ is as safe as houses at full back. CHRIS WAINWRIGHT

Scores lots of tries up the middle. Leeds born player. Came up and progressed
KARL SMITH through the Cougar Academy and Alliance.
Local lad who came up from the Cougar Cubs  Plays centre or stand off.

junior set up and progressed through the SIMEON HOYLE

Academy and Alliance to become a valued Former BARLA international. Signed initially
and ever improving player. Big in defence. as cover for Jason Ramshaw, but in Rammys
MICHAEL DURHAM absence he has made the position his own.
From Australia where he played with the Last weeks Man of the Match.

Ipswich Jets County outfit. Michael is a British  DAVID FOSTER

passport holder with family links in Keighley. Represented Yorkshire for 6 consecutive
MAX TOMLINSON years as a junior. On loan from Halifax Blue
A very quick and athletic player signed a Sox. Outstanding defensive player.

couple of years ago and hit an excellent vein MATTHEW STEEL

of form towards the end of last year. 17 year old product of local Junior Rugby.
OLIVER WILKES Signed by Cougars early this season.
Played three times on load from Huddersfield Outstanding prospects.

Giants towards the end of last year and much JASON RAMSHAW

impressed in that short time. A good prospect Presently recovering from shoulder operation.
for the future. ‘Rammy’ is in a richly deserved Testimonial
GARETH HOOSON year. There are few more deserving players in

Another Giants signing who joined the club = 3
A0 E

early last season and showed lightening pace
playing in the Alliance side rapidly making his
debut in the first team.

PAUL ASHTON

Drafted in from the Oldham St. Annes club
last year during the Cougars troubles and
made such an impression that he quickly
became a regular first team player. Has also
had experience at Halifax and Rochdale.
Another player to watch for the future.

MATT FIRTH

A new signing from Halifax Blue Sox where he
had 8 Super league outings last year. The 19
year old is a great prospect who impressed
early in the season.

PHIL STEPHENSON

‘Stevo’ is a great favourite with the Cougar
fans and put himself on the line during the
Cougars financial troubles, giving a hundred
per cent. Cougars longest serving player.
DANNY FEARON

Danny is another player with Huddersfield
links. Caused quite a bit of interest when
recently signed. A valuable addition to the

team.

CHRIS HANNAH the game. Now in his eleventh season at
Back at Cougars for his second spell. Chris Cougars. Jason has scored over 100
captained the Alliance side to success last touchdowns in over 230 games.
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. . . with Brian Walker

THE Kiwis ARE COMING, HONEST!

TODAY the curtain closes on this season’s
league fixtures and as we look forward to the
play offs and hopefully onwards to the autumn
Test series against the incoming Kiwis | thought
the occasion should be marked by including the
atmospheric Stephen Bennett water colour on
the front cover of today's match-magazine. The
painting focuses on JIMMY LOMAS Oldham's
classy centre and captain of the 1910 first ever
British touring side to NEW ZEALAND.

Lomas was signed from Salford for a then
£300 world record fee and joined a star spangled
Oldham outfit that as well as including the
captains of Australia, England and Great Britain
in its ranks it also included GEORGE W. SMITH
former 1905 All Black tourist and vice captain of
the first ever rugby ‘league’ touring side to these
shores the 1907/8 New Zealand All Golds.

A member of the New Zealand Sports Hall
of Fame, Smith had been nominated by both this
magazine and the Rugby Leaguer and Rugby
League Express as the person that a trophy
should be named after and contested for in this
autumn’s and every future Lion/Kiwi Test series
“THE G W SMITH SHIELD”. The RL is currently
‘mulling’ over the proposal.

Prior to the arrival of the tourists there are
still the outstanding matters of both the NFP and
Super League play offs culminating with their
respective Grand Finals but the marketing of the

tour so far has been noticeable only by its
absence so one can presume the RL are
perhaps still ‘mulling’ over it's marketing tactics
perhaps in the wake of this summers
‘hammering in Sydney’.

We have all experienced the excellent
marketing of the Commonwealth Games and,
ok, maybe in the early days it was
overshadowed by soccer’s World Cup but the
pre event publicity was exceptionable. How
different the Kiwi tour, which has received little
pre arrival media coverage.

The choice of the three compact Northern
venues, Ewood Park (9th Nov), Mc|Alpine
Stadium (16th Nov) and JJB Stadium (23rd Nov)
will go a long way to help ensure capacity
crowds but | hope that doesn't lull the RL into a
false sense of security and that they pay more
than just lip service to the marketing. The worst
scenario would be not to pre-sell the tickets, the
first two tests lost and again for the 3rd tests
face the cameras in a half empty stadium.

The marketing boys face a long, long haul in
their attempt to establish league internationals
anywhere near to the level of attraction and
importance to our fans as they are to those in
union. This series as opposed to one against the
Aussies is less easy to predict so at least it
provides a platform from which to make a start.

Stephen Bennett's atmospheric watercolour featuring Jimmy Lomas
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wa Slateloose

IVA'S END OF SEASON AWARDS
1. THE IF YOU’RE IN A HOLE STOP DIGGING AWARD
HALIFAX BLUE SOX. For having a great idea for a cash strapped club in awarding a
new two year contract to Coach Steve Linnane and six weeks later sacking him. So
you pay one man to coach the team and another one not to! (Still, Oldham in a
former incarnation have been known to do that).
2. THE WHITE STICK AND DARK GLASSES AWARD
(Aka the Stevie Wonder prize)
ANY TOUCH JUDGE. The remarkable ability of these fellows not to see foul play
and general roughing up is legendary. The number of head injuries in Rugby League
is the biggest blot on the game and 90% of these go unpunished.
3. THE LIPPIEST COACH IN THE GAME AWARD
IAN MILLWARD BY A MILE. His weekly rants against anyone not connected with St.
Helens are a joy. His ability to talk out of his rear end is worthy of a circus act. Still he
does run the most entertaining team in the game.
4. THE WE PROMISE YOU A GREAT SEASON AWARD BUT WON’T TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY WHEN IT ALL GOES WRONG AWARD

1st Place Leeds Rhinos and their charming and diplomatic leader Gary
Hetherington.

2nd Place Wigan Warriors and their charming and diplomatic leader
Maurice Lindsay.

3rd Place Leigh Centurions and their charming and diplomatic leader Mike

Nolan (of course they could yet prove me wrong, but your good
friend lva is used to eating humble pie).
5. THE WE CAN SACK MORE COACHES THAN YOU AWARD
WARRINGTON WOLVES. They’'ve employed more coaches than Wallace Arnold
(yes, | know that’s as old as the hills).
6. THE I'M HERE BUT | HAVEN'T DONE ANYTHING YET AWARD
RICHARD LEWIS, THE NEW HEAD OF R.L. AT RED HALL. (Who’s that | hear you
ask and do you know | haven't the faintest).
7. THE TIM STREET AWARD (Awarded for whatever Tim wants)
TIM STREET. Well, would you dare give it to anyone else?
8. THE SURVIVED AGAINST ALL ODDS AWARD

1st Place Gary Wilkinson, Head Coach of Hull K.R. At one stage he was
within one result of being sacked.

2nd Place Graeme West. But | don’t suppose Chorley could pay him off
anyway.

3rd Place Darryl Powell. Leeds fans have been after him for months now.

Will he make the end of the season?
9. THE OFF MY TROLLEY POSING AS A SERIOUS JOURNALIST AWARD
MARTYN (WITH A Y) SADLER (ONE D). This week we got the brilliant suggestion
that the distance between the attacking side and the defence should vary with each
tackle thereby posing some interesting tactical problems. At the same time it would
stop you lot shouting ‘gerrem onside, ref’ all the time because you wouldn’t know
when they were and when they weren’t. Hmm! Thanks, Einstein.
10. And finally,
THE WE’LL OVERCOME ANY DIFFICULTY NO MATTER WHAT AWARD

1st Place Oldham 3 weeks to go and no ground

2nd Place Swinton Kicked off their ground mid season

3rd Place Gateshead No Board, no Coach, no staff at one stage this
season

4th Place Keighley Like Oldham, back from the dead after financial
collapse

5th Place Every other NFP club battling against the odds.
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from the pen of Mlchael Turner

Today, for our final home league encounter of the
season, the Roughyeds offer a warm welcome to
the players, officials and supporters of the Keighley
club. The featured match goes back almost exactly
one third of a century to the game played at
Watersheddings on September 6th 1969.

After an early spell of Oldham pressure it was the
visitors who first made an impression on the
scoreboard after seven minutes when a break by
ex-Oldham favourite Alan Kellett paved the way for
Roberts to go for the line. He was tackled just short
but from the play the ball Pascoe hurried through a
disorganised defence to touch down. The
conversion was missed and two minutes later
Oldham responded with a penalty by Jim Crellin.
After a quarter of an hour a typical defence splitting
run produced a try for Bob Irving. Crellin was again
on target with the conversion. Indeed the Cumbrian
centre was having a field day and after laying on a
try for Wilf Briggs, he followed it up with a try
himself converting both and adding a penalty before
half time. Briggs had also dropped a goal, whereas
for Keighley Roberts scored after more good work
by Kellett and the half closed with a penalty goal by
Pickles to leave the Roughyeds with a 21 - 8
advantage at the interval.

The first score of the second period was another
penalty goal from Pickles but hereafter Oldham took
control aided by a massive monopoly of scrum
possession courtesy of hooker Kevin Taylor. Crellin
added another penalty and direct from the kick off

'tq!,-" 'ﬁ
AR S VS

Hicks and Irving combined well to send in Briggs for
his second try. Just after the hour mark quick
thinking by Mike Elliott at acting half back gave
skipper Ken Wilson a “walk-in" and five minutes
later prop forward Fred Russell showed a fine turn
of pace to out strip a tiring defence to dive in at the
corner. Crellin converted from the touchline to give
himself a perfect nine goals from nine attempts.
There was still ten minutes left when the ever alert
Briggs kicked ahead at a play the ball to complete
his hat trick but this time Crellin missed the
conversion and the Keighley defence survived
continued Oldham pressure to leave the final score
Oldham 41 Keighley 10.
Just over a month later Keighley enjoyed a much
better time in the return fixture winning 20 - 9 at
Lawkholme Lane but on that beautiful late summer
afternoon the day belonged to Oldham, and
particularly to Jim Crellin who incidentally was in the
crowd for our recent match against Hornets at
Spotland.
OLDHAM: M Murphy, M Elliott, J Crellin,
G Beverley, T Buckley, W Briggs, C Sayer;
K Wilson, K Taylor, F Russell, R Irving, R Fletcher,
R Hicks. SUBS: B Clarke, K Payne.
KEIGHLEY: Pickles, Cockcroft, O'Brien, Roberts,
Pascoe, Kellett, Westhuizen; Pollard, Dickinson,
Walker, Searle, Garbutt, Aspinall.
SUBS: Hare, Butler.
Attendance 2,159

Referee: Mr E Hill - Bradford.
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“Wilf Briggs dives over the line to complete his hat-trick in the match v Keighley on September 6th 1969."
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A Chance to Meet . . . . Guris HAmILTON

Well Chris we always start off with the same question to players,
coaches and Chairman alike where were you born, who's in your family
and when were you born?

| was born in Oldham 17th January 1963. I'm divorced, but | have
three sons, eldest son is Adam twenty two, middle son is Jordan who is
ten and youngest son is Luke who is seven, and partner Gillian and
daughter Amy. If | don’t put that in I'll be in real trouble! (laughter) Born
in Oldham, so where did you grow up? My first house was in Wild Street,
which no longer exists, on the far side of Mumps. Then my mum and dad
moved to become one of the first people to live on the new, as it was then,
St Mary's Estate. So all my young and formative years were spent on that
estate. That’s not quite rughy league territory, St Mary’s Estate, was it
in the 1960’s, 70's? No. Soccer was very much the predominant game.
Parish Church Junior school that | went to played rugby league and | was
on that team. Then | went to Bluecoat School and we only fleetingly
operated a rugby league team which | was on, at the position of Full-Back.
But I was predominantly a soccer player.

In that case, what's your first memory of Rugby League and don't tell
me it’s Bluecoat full-hack?

(laughter) No its’ not. First memory would be being taken by Bob
Webb, who was the father of a friend of mine Tim Webb, or Timothy
Saxon as he was called, up to Watersheddings for night matches in his
Volkswagen Caravanette, one of these, like, travelling vans. It had such a
distinctive noise that engine. The atmosphere up at Watersheddings for
those night games, it was just incredible. Night matches seem to have
that, don’t they? It's the dark, with the bright lights that make it seem
totally different from a Sunday afternoon. Yes, and | have to say that |
really do enjoy night matches whether it be home or away. There is just
something special about them. That’s your first memory. You can’t
remember any of the teams or any of the fixtures? / can’t to be honest.
I'd probably have been about nine or ten or something like that, and I'm
struggling to remember things that happened last week never mind that
long ago! You'd be in flares if it was 1972!

As a youngster, were you sports mad, or what?

Yes. Absolutely. You might not think it looking at me now but at
Jjunior school and secondary school football, rugby, cricket, athletics,
cross country, volleyball you name it | did it. But the main sport that | was
any good at was soccer. After leaving school | had the chance to go ‘pro’
with Rochdale. And? (laughter) One of my biggest regrets, in some ways,
because my mum decided | was going to be an accountant and there |
was an accountant! (laughter). So you turned down the opportunity of
going pro with Rochdale and became an accountant. How long did that
take you? A number of years. | actually ended up, rather than studying
full time, did it part time because when | was 16 my dad died and there
was only me and my mum at home and | needed to, basically, go out and
help her to manage the house. So | needed to bring some money in.

Sports mad youngster, start training as an accountant part time, you
support Oldham rughy league club and Oldham Athletic during that
period of time. Any particular matches, or things, that stand out in your
mind from that time?

From a rugby point of view the sensational game against the
Australians at Watersheddings , which surprise, surprise, was again
played midweek when Oldham came very close to beating them. They lost
by six or eight points in the end but gave them the fright of their lives.

That was one of my outstanding memories, as was the game against
Wigan in the Challenge Cup. Lots of them with both soccer and rugby.

Then we get to the point, a few years back now, when the Oldham Bears
go out of existence and it looks as if Oldham are not going to have a
rugby league club. What was going through your mind at that time?

Exactly that. By this time, through my business, | did some match
sponsorship with the club, | was a season ticket holder and went home
and away etc and like | say it was exactly that - There wasn't going to be
a club! Over the last five years everytime I've told this story it never
sounds any less corny than it did the first time [ told it. | can remember
sitting in my office and thinking we can't not have a professional rugby
league club in Oldham. If you like the rest is, to a degree, history in terms
of what happened. Going back to before that, the Oldham Bears and the
Oldham Club prior to that had been mismanaged, in many ways, for
years. Monies had come through the gates and been squandered. They
were the first club to have a lottery that brought in huge amounts of
money and we bought all sorts of players for silly sums of money that
never made it. Well, / wont argue about the last bit. You think of some of
players, for example **** ******** who's now coach at *******,
£70,000 for somebody with a broken ankle who played only a handful of
games. You think of other people like ***** ****, who I think cost fifty
grand and again (laughter) was almost lame when he came. It’s a far cry
from now if you think about the transfers fees that were paid and received
compared to what they are like now. Obviously with freedom of contract
and the Bosman ruling etc. The other thing at the time the Bears went
out of existence was basically the other rugby league clubs just stood
back and didn’t help Oldham what-so-ever. They just said ‘we’ll wait
for your players to become free agents and then we’ll snap them up’.
Yes, and I'm not sure that it's actually changed since then. There's been
two or three occasions when clubs have gone bust, not Super League
teams apart from Paris, but clubs in the NFP. You look at Keighley,
examples like that , obviously, York, Bramley, etc and what we’ve found
since we've been involved is very much every man for himself. No matter
what! You mention names there with great rugby league tradition but
they are just allowed to go out of existence without a great deal of help
for them? / think circumstances have changed. You look back to, for
example, | think 1962 or something when Bradford Northern went out of
business and clubs loaned them players and things like that, either 62 or
64 or something like that. You certainly wouldn’t get that now. It's a
different animal now the game, in terms of survival of the fittest and the
money that's involved, particularly at Super League level. The last thing
you want to be doing is a favour for somebody else. That’s very short
sighted, in a way, as rugby league is only played in a very narrow belt
across this country and every time a club goes ‘bump’ there’s less
players to come through for the next generation. Yes. Again you can
extend that to Super League clubs abolishing Alliance teams and clubs in
the NFP are abolishing Alliance teams, the number of players that you are
able to have at your club and nurture and hopefully develop into
professionals is obviously reduced. Unfortunately now the game is very,
very much dependant on the finances, in and out, and in business, the
way it is now in rugby league, nothing else matters.

Let’s turn away from that a little bit because Christopher Hamilton and
his co directors have now established the Oldham club. What's been
your most memorable moment in those years since then?

A couple. One of them undoubtedly would be that first ever game
at Rochdale in the Law Cup on the 1st of January 1998. The work that had
gone in, in a short space of time, to even get the right number of players

Let your Jobcentre work for you

With 50,000 new jobs coming on to our books every week, we can
help you find the job you want. If you are out of work and looking
for a full or part time job, call in at your local Jobcentre or telephone

Employment Service Direct on: 0845 6060 234

You can also search online through our entire jobs database at
the Jobcentre Plus website: www.jobcentreplus.gov.uk

JobCentre
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to have a team, never mind to go on and perform superbly and beat them
in front of a big crowd was amazing. | remember at ten o'clock on New
Years Eve, the night before, | was down at the Willows Variety Club
chasing John Wilkinson from floor to floor, to get him to sign the loan
papers to allow lan Sinfield to play for us the day after! That was my New
Year that year. But I'll never forget driving up to the ground, reasonably
early, and seeing the traffic queuing back even at that stage and even
before the kick off the first time that the players came out to warm up for
that game, the reception they got from a vast number of Oldham fans in
the ground. That day will be something that will live with me forever.
That’s one what about another? / think getting to the Trans-Pennine Cup
Final in the first year was a great achievement with the squad that we had
and the resources available. Even though we lost that game to Batley, the
way the game was put on, it was made into a proper final, the teams were
led out and introduced to dignitaries and so on. Obviously that was tinged
with, like | said, the fact that we lost the game and the injury to Roy Powell

in that game where he nearly died out on the pitch. Then following on
from that one, obviously, getting to the Grand Final last year which was
almost against all odds with being kicked off Boundary Park and having
to play seven games in twenty one days. I've said it a few times, but |
don't think anybody really ever has stepped back and thought about it.
That squad of players last year, that played seven games in twenty one
days and won every one of them. That will never be repeated again in
rugby league, never.

Now the next question, | think you might find a little bit more difficult
to answer. If that was the best moment, it's the worst moment, and we
seem to have had more than enough of those over the last few years.

Yes, it goes without saying there have been plenty of ‘downs’ with
the ‘ups”. So pick one. Or are you spoilt for choice? The reason I'm
hesitating is that there have been a few different things, but one of the
things we have always developed at this club has been the ability, no
matter what's thrown at us, to pick ourselves up off the floor and that has
only developed because of the way things have gone wrong for us, | think,
in the unique set of circumstance in which this club operates. Right I'll
take that as the answer then. We’ll not pick on a specific one. We'll
take the positives, like say, the bouncing back.

Rugby league every so often throws up the amusing moment and I've
no doubt that even as Chairman of the club you see some amusing
moments. Which has been the one that will stand out?

(Pause)Turn you mic off a minute while | think. (laughter) | think
one of them was, well it was funny after, it wasn't at the time, but the
coach driver got lost taking us up to Barrow for an away game. Instead of
coming off at the Barrow turn off he carried on and we ended up coming
to Barrow through Lake Windermere, Bowness on Windermere. If
anybody’s ever been through Windermere and knows the road that you
have to get back towards Newby Bridge on, it's like a mountain trail. It's
up - down, up - down. He took the wrong route and by the time we got
through Windermere about half the team had gone green. By the time we
got to Newby Bridge a couple of them had already thrown up. By the time
we got to Barrow most of them had thrown up and they then had to go
out and play a game of rugby league. Did you win? / don't think we did,
actually no, and | don't think we had that coach driver again!

In all the other clubs that you go and visit which one makes you most
welcome, as the Oldham club?

Whitehaven would be up there. They are nice people. It's a fair
Jjourney there and obviously you don’t always come away with the result
you want up. But Whitehaven always make you feel welcome. Most clubs
make you feel welcome, but some do it better than others. (laughter)

A bit tricky this. What's your ambition for Oldham rugby league? Now
you started off with a ‘however many year plan’ and that’s been
amended on the way.

That's been scrapped. What would be your ambition? Ambition
would be to see ..... it's two fold, no it'’s not, it's three fold. It would be to
see Oldham playing in Oldham, in their own stadium, in Super League.
Will we see that? Well if we don't it wont be for the want of trying and
believe it, or believe it not, maybe the hardest one to achieve of those
three might be the playing in Super League.

This interview will be broadcast in full on Radio Cavell - 1350AM next
Friday during “Sports Preview” between 5-00 and 6-00pm.

An audio copy of the complete set of all this seasons “A Chance to
Meet” interviews will soon be available from the club shop priced £10-
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“How creatine can improve your match
performance in six days or less...”

The subject of much research over the past decade, creatine has
been shown to increase strength, boost exercise
performance, and improve power.

According to one survey, almost 80% of the athletes at the 1996 Olympic games
used creatine. “There’s no magic bullet out there,” says top American footballer
Rob Zatchetka, “but creatine is about the closest thing.”

Despite media claims, there is no scientific evidence that creatine use is harmful.

Athletes have used creatine since the 1960's, with no reports of medical side

effects. In fact, creatine has been used in some patients for up to five years to %-»
treat muscle wastage diseases. 3 <

Although creatine has been proven to be effective in power based sports (such

as sprinting, weight lifting or swimming), there is now hard evidence showing it o« v

can enhance performance in athletes. A recent study showed that creatine leads "v

to faster sprinting times and improved jumping performance after only six days [1]. T

The research team from Spain examined a group of 19 national level players from ‘,4

Athletic Club de Bilbao, one of Europe’s leading footballing sides. The players were 2

divided into two groups. Group one were given 20g of creatine per day for six days. \ .

Group two received a ‘dummy’ supplement that had no effect.

The players were then asked to perform a series of tests. These included a number of
sprinting and jumping drills that closely matched the demands of a game. The group who
used creatine were consistently able to outperform the ‘non-creatine’ users during both 5
and 15 metre sprints. These improvements in performance were enough to have a big
impact on a player’s performance. “More than enough”, according to the researchers, “to
outrun an opponent and attain possession of the ball”.

Creatine is a natural substance found in many foods, such as salmon, tuna and
beef. Although it is possible to obtain creatine from your diet, it would be
almost impossible to get enough to have any effect on performance. The
creatine in food can also be ‘damaged’ by cooking. As a result, many athletes
rely on creatine supplements to provide them with a competitive edge.

,’

Creatamax 8000-ES contains a blend of nutrients designed to boost the supply
of creatine to the muscles. When combined with a carbohydrate (such as the
dextrose found in Creatamax 8000-ES), the levels of creatine in the muscle can
almost double - meaning you can enjoy more power, speed AND less waste.

Creatamax 8000-ES comes with a ‘no-hassle’ 100% money back guarantee of

satisfaction®. To order, call Maximuscle today on 01923 650600. You can also visit
Europe’s largest sports nutrition web site at
www.maximuscle.com.

* In accordance with the guarantee in the Maximuscle catalogue
or shown on www.maximuscle.com

Maximuscle supplements can be purchased from...

1. All good health food shops, gyms and chemist, including GNC, JJB, Asda,

L.A Fitness & many more!
2. Alternatively, if you don't like shopping and want your order within 48 hours,

you can order from Europe’s largest sports nutrition website: www.Maximuscle.com
3. Or from the Maximuscle customer service line on: 01923 650600
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Wilson’s Wisdom

AS ANOTHER season drawls to an end, |
thought it was perhaps a good time to
reflect on the club and its fortunes. In the
relatively recent past as well as the
present. Spectators and players have the
current, or the next, games as their
immediate concern, obviously. But
sometimes it does no harm to take a
slightly historical perspective in
interpreting the performance of the
current team and regime.

It is, of course, now five years since the
old club died - and the first achievement
of these five years, not always
acknowledged, but nevertheless a
massive achievement, for which those
responsible can never get too much
credit, in my view, is that we are still here,
with the continuing catalogue of off-field
problems with which we have been beset,
it almost falls into the miracle category!

Naturally, lots of Oldham people cannot
think of being a successful club unless we
are competing at the highest level in the
game - but, realistically, from where we
began on January 1, 1998, that was not a
feasible outcome by 2002. Instead, |
would argue that, apart from the miseries
of 1999, the five years have been a
relative success - more than mere
survival in the first year, and than a
competitive team on the field, with
qualification for end of season play-offs
(hopefully!) in the third, fourth and fifth,
with last year’s grand final a real eye-
opening bonus.

What did we achieve in the previous 25
years, since rugby league switched to a
competitive league structure in 1973?
Sticking to league placings, and ignoring
the occasional good cup run, the period
divided into five distinct phases:

... With lan Wilson
1973-1982 In division 1 for only 4 of the 9
years, and only once survived more than
one season there. Yo-yo period?!

1982-1986 Held our own with the top
clubs, and played some top quality rugby.
With 16 teams in Division 1, we were
consecutively 8th, 10th, 5th, 7th & 9th.
(Home attendances averaged just over
4,000).

1986-1993 Yo-yo period 2?! In division 1
for only 3 of the 7 years and relegated
each time.

1993-1996 Respectable in the top division
- 13th, 10th and 8th (average home
attendance 3,700).

1996-1997 Super League! 8th (very
respectable again) and 12th
(catastrophe!)

Conclusion? You could argue that in 8 of
the 25 seasons, our performance was
consistent with having a status as one of
the top clubs in the game. (The equivalent
for the previous 28 post-war season was
16 - 57% compared with 32%). So there
is a target for the new club - to be an
established Super League club for more
than 8 of the 20 season between 2003
and 2022!

There is an awful lot of water to flow
under the bridge before the 2003 season
begins, of course - apart from our own
play-off performances, and what | think
will be Huddersfield’s march back into the
Top Division, the Super League play-offs
and Grand Final, the Kiwi Test Series,
and, presumably, a World Club Challenge
match. Most importantly, though, let us all
ask Father Christmas for progress on
subject number one- “OUR” GROUND.
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OLDHAM oo

Metropolitan Borough 1

TODAY’S MASCOT

OLDHAM vV KEIGHLEY COUGARS

STEVEN CLARE

Steven’s favourite player is
Steve Molloy

Steve Molloy

Oldham Labour
Party

Continuing its support

for
OLpHAM RLFC

i‘:

OFFICES
Oldham Labour Group David Heyes MP Michael Meacher MP
Civic Centre Oldham Ashton-U-Lyne Oldham West & Royton
0161 911 4037 0161 331 9307 0161 626 5779

Phil Woolas MP

Oldham East &
Saddleworth

0161 624 4248
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A Potted History of

Keighley

KEIGHLEY WERE formed in 1876 and
were admitted into the league in 1901.
They made an early impact on the
professional game by winning the Second
Division Championship in season 1902-
083. Unfortunately since then Keighley
have battled on with little reward and it
was ninety years before the Lawkholme
Laners lifted their next piece of
silverware. During those ninety years
Keighley did reach three cup finals, the
Yorkshire Cup finals of 1943 and 1951
and the Challenge Cup Final at Wembley
in 1937.

Keighleys Wembley campaign began
with a trip to Hunslet where the club had
never previously won. The only try of that
tie was scored by winger Reg Lloyd giving
Keighley a 5-2 victory. Lloyd was also on
the scoresheet in round two when
Broughton Rangers were beaten 11-5
before a Lawkholme Lane crowd of 8,500.
Next came a visit to Liverpool Stanley and
another close match. Keighley won 7-2.
The semi-final draw paired Keighley with
Wakefield Trinity but their clash at
Headingley before a crowd of 39,998
produced a scoreless draw. Four days
later a disappointing afternoon crowd of
only 14,400 assembled at Fartown,
Huddersfield for the replay which ended
in a 5-3 win for Keighley. Stand-off Llew
Bevan scored the Keighley try and winger
Joe Sherburn added the vital goal. The
final, against a Widnes side who had
defeated Higginshaw in the first round,
was rather disappointing. Widnes were
firm favourites and Keighley were never
able to bother them. The Chemics won
18-5 with Keighleys consolation try
coming four minutes from time when Llew
Bevan and centre Gwyn Parker combined
to put Reg Lloyd over.

Yorkshire Cup final defeats by
Bradford Northern in 1943 and Wakefield

Trinity eight years later were the only
bright moments enjoyed by the Keighley
faithful until those emotional and
eventually heart breaking events of the
early 1990s.

Keighley began that decade down in
the doldrums but in 1993 the club won its
first trophy since 1903 when they were
crowned Third Division Champions. Two
years later Keighley won the Second
Division Championship and also reached
their first final in 44 years. In that final, the
Second Division Premiership Final,
Keighley defeated Huddersfield 26-6.

Under normal circumstances Keighley
would have spent the following season in
Division One. Unfortunately, one month
before Keighley triumphed against
Huddersfield, the league made the
monumental decision to restructure the
competition and set up a 12 club Super
League. Keighley were left out in the cold.
London Broncos, fourth in Division Two
and comprehensively beaten by Keighley
in the Premiership, were included in
Super League alongside new club Paris
St.Germain.

Despite all Keighleys protestations,
they spent the first season of summer
rugby down in Division One and it was
Salford who won the Championship and
qualified for the 1997 Super League. All
Keighleys efforts to gain Super League
status since then have also failed and this
season they face an uphill task to even
qualify for next seasons National League
Division One.

Keighleys story has been one of
almost constant struggle but their very
survival in this ruthless, cut throat
business of professional rugby league is
in itself a story of success. Long may that
success continue.
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GOLF CLASSIC 2002

This year the club’s excellent annual golf tournament GOLF
CLASSIC 2002 will be held at Royton and Crompton Golf Club on
Thursday 12th September.

As usual the tournament will be a 4 ball better ball stableford
with a 2pm start.

The cost for a team of 4 is £220 and includes lunch on arrival and
afterwards a four course dinner including entertainment

Individual Players £55 ahead are welcome

PLEASE RING THE cLUB ON 0161 628 3677 TO REGISTER

CLUB WEEKEND IN PARIS

AS | write this, Tuesday morning, | am having to force my eyes open, as we didn't return from the
club trip to Paris until 2.30am this morning due to a delay at Charles de Gaulle Airport. This did not
however spoil, what turned out to be a very enjoyable and successful weekend away for 24 fans
and club staff and officials. | say 24, there were actually 26 of us, but two turned out to be ‘Hairnets’
supporters, who we failed to lose in Paris. The trip was full of humourous incidents, but the best
was probably Frank Pullen trying to catch the attention of a particularly lethargic Parisian waiter who
appeared to be studiously ignoring him. In the end he decided to stand up and wave his hands and
shout to him. Instead of shouting ‘Garcon; however he let rip with ‘Croissant’ much to everybody’s
amazement and ultimate amusement. The Parisian driver of the number 21 bus is also still getting
over the shock of Frank jumping out in front of him again waving his arms for him to stop, which he
duly did only for Frank to ask him to ‘Hang on’, until the other 6 of them ran round the corner to get
on the bus. There seems to have been a lot of arm waving in general as the other incident that
comes to mind is of Chairman Chris remonstrating with the very camp proprietor of a seedy bar at
about 2.00am on Sunday morning who was trying to con us out of a lot of Euros.

Seriously though it was a great weekend and because of the generosity of people donating
raffle prizes and those buying raffle tickets raised over £1200 for the club. Probably the most sought
after prize was a signed edition shirt (one of only 25 produced) from last year's Grand Final. A
special vote of thanks must go to Chris who organised the weekend and acted as Courier and raffle
ticket seller supreme.

Roughyeds website address: www.roughyeds.co.uk
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The Whistle Blower

ceveeeenn.... With Sam Shepherd

A PROFILE OF JOHN HOLDSWORTH

IN 1975/76, after my retirement as a senior
referee, | was called in to see David Oxley, who
had concerns about recruiting ‘A’ team referees
to senior level.

The rise from the Lancashire Combination and
the Yorkshire Senior Competition to senior
matches was a lottery, luck was always a factor,
e.g. if you were seen having a good game or
two in the ‘A’ team games by some official or
club director, one or the other might give the
nod to the hierarchy. (There is no doubt these
nods were very much influenced by whether
their teams had actually won these games or
not.) David Oxley asked me if | would be
interested in following certain referees in ‘A’
team football, and judging their suitability for
promotion.

One such referee was John Holdsworth who

; had established a good
reputation in the Yorkshire
amateur ranks: subsequently
| sought advice from senior
touch judges, and was told
that John was worthy of my
attention. Finding that on a
particular Saturday he would
be refereeing a game which
.| might test him, namely Leigh
|| Miners v Latchford Albion, (in
previous meetings no
prisoners had been taken)
¥\ and would be supported by
% two very senior touch judges,

== | decided to attend the game.

| | met John before the game
| and then went onto the pitch
which was roped all around
| and spectators lined three or
four deep in eager
/| anticipation of another
referee going like a lamb to
“£3 the slaughter. They were in
for a shock, however, this
referee was a different kettle
of fish, and by half time, each
team were down to 11
players, John having sent off
four players for foul play.

John Holdsworth

Both sets of spectators were incensed, but the
more they showed their disapproval the more
penalties were awarded. It was the touch
judges however that were closest to the
spectators ire and on more than one occasion
were showered with beer. John controlled the
game brilliantly, he was very fit, and his
decisions were speedy and impartial. | decided
that | had unearthed a referee of real quality,
and ultimately he was given top ‘A’ team
games.

It so happened that the York R.L. Club were
about to hire temporary floodlights and an ‘A’
team game was to take place to test them.
David Oxley agreed to my request that John
Houldsworth should referee the game and
thereby be given the opportunity to impress the
officials that would be present. Afterwards,
David Oxley agreed that John should be tried in
a senior game and accordingly was appointed
to referee at Huyton. This would entail him
controlling Geoff Fletcher who was capable of
trying to run a game himself and was often
successful in his endeavours. John, however,
was not overawed, he controlled the game well
and even earned praise from ‘Fletch’.

Eventually he was confirmed as a Senior
referee and went on to referee many top
games, Wembley, twice and the first game
between the champions of the R.F.L. and
Brisbane. This was another ‘toughie’ at Central
Park, but proved to be well within his
capabilities.

He always trained conscientiously and |
confirmed this when my wife and | were on
holiday in Rhodes; one very hot morning when |
set off for my morning paper, | saw, in the
distance, some guy running on the other side of
the road wreathed in sweat. My first reaction
was that this was some ‘prat’ trying to impress
by running in the high 80’s, but it turned out to
be John Holdsworth, determined to have his
daily morning work out, whether on holiday or
not. This was typical of the dedication he gave
to the job of refereeing despite all the abuse he
and his fellow referees received on a weekly
basis and of course nothing has changed
nowadays.
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ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Business & OLDHAM R.L.F.C. in Oldham & Tameside
Jor all your accountancy, audit & taxation problems contact:

Hyde — Stephen Howard 0161 - 366 6535 - Ashton — John Mills 0161 - 339 6140
Oldham - David Savidge 0161 - 624 2550 - Failsworth — Peter Scholes 0161 681 5600

Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 IND

Secondhand tiles and slates

I_a n S d O W n e bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken
R O O f I n All materials can be picked up
g and delivered

Tel 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231

S U pp | i eS I_td ] Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

w PILGRIM

INTERNATIONA L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

-pnlgnm-mternaﬂonal.co.uk
€lz0161 785 7700

a brnighter future

Sumeet Wﬁm@l]@ws

PVCu Windows, Doors & Conservatories

SuNseT Winpows LiMmiTED, WADDINGTON STREeT, OLbHAM OL9 6QH
Tel. 0161 624 5962 - Fax 0161 627 5094
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SADDLEWORTH SPORTS
AND SCHOOL UNIFORM

Suppliers of Sports Equipment,
Footwear and Clothing for
all Major Sports

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF SCHOOL
UNIFORM AT BEST PRICES

Personal Service Guaranteed
Mail Order & Delivery Service
Available

*,
<.

PROPRIETORS: GEOFF & MARJORIE COOKE

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD, GREENFIELD,
OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE. OL3 7JJ

Phone or Fax: 01457 872515
24 HR ANSWERPHONE
e.mail: saddsports @excite.co.uk
www.saddleworthsports.co.uk

®,
o3

EASY PARKING * VISA - MASTERCARD * SWITCH -
DELTA - SOLO * AMEX

WE’ve CURED

HEADACHES FOR
THE ROUGHYEDS

Manufacturers
of upholstery
fillings for over
a century, Platt
& Hill make
foam and fibre
fillings of the
.~ highest quality

.. right here in

Oldham.

Platt & Hill
Belgrave Mill
Fitton Hill Road
Oldham OL8 2LZ

Tel. 0161 621 4400 - Fax: 0161 621 4408

HOAEANREIGREEIEEINGS

CANTONESE RESTAURANT

Manchester Road - Mossley OL5 9QW
Tel: 01457 839638 / 01457 834169




Topric OF THE DAy

OLpuam Duck EGas

AFTER THE series on Oldham’s and Rugby League’s greatest players | thought it might be
fun to reflect on a few of the less glorious signings made down the ages, so here goes:

Undoubtedly the greatest duck egg ever signed by Oldham was ARTHUR ROWE. The
international shot putter signed for £1000 in 1962 took the money and never made a first
team appearance. Still, for a while Oldham basked in the national publicity generated by their
expensive mistake.

Two decades later Oldham took BARRY KEAR on trial. His trial matches in 1975 were
sensational and hard up Oldham took up a blanket collection to help raise the cash to sign
him. Duly signed Kear went on to make 36 appearances for the Roughyeds but never again
hit the form of his trial games. He eventually returned to his native Castleford, promise
unfulfilled, and made a living running a fish and chip shop.

1992-93 saw HUGH GUMBS appear 15 times in Oldham colours, mainly on the left
wing. Despite a powerful physique Gumbs rarely threatened the opposition and was more of
a laugh than a talent, | believe he’d been offloaded by Bradford and left Oldham, | think for
Hunslet and obscurity. An original big waste of space.

By way of contrast, when Oldham signed DEREK PYKE in 1990 they secured the
services of a top class ball-playing prop who had starred with Widnes and Leigh and had a
World Club Championship winners medal to boast of after appearing for Widnes against
Penrith Panthers at Old Trafford. The trouble was that Pyke only had one good knee. He
managed just 5 games in the red and white before admitting defeat. Widnes meanwhile were
laughing all the way to the bank.

1993 brought CRAIG RICHARDS from Odsal to Watersheddings. Built like Lennox Lewis
you would have put Richards down as a hard hitter and one who could punch a hole in the
best of defences. “fraid not: he’d have been hard pressed to break out of a paper bag. 16
appearances and 14 substitutions in two separate spells were 30 outings too many.
Nevertheless Richards was able to do the rounds after leaving and must have contributed
something useful somewhere.

1982-83 saw TERRY BILSBURY appear in an Oldham shirt 8 times. a Championship
winner with Leigh and the talented centre partner to the great Des Drummond, Bilsbury
should have been a brilliant signing. To this day | don’t know what Leigh knew and Oldham
didn’t, but he was another who went out with a whimper.

The Peter Tunks ‘swap shop’ era produced some gems. Two of these came from St.
Helens. Back row forward PAUL JONES managed 3 outings and four substitutions, before
disappearing in 1992-3. Meanwhile, former Salford and Great Britain hooker PAUL GROVES
arrived from Knowsley Road to make a undistinguished 6 appearances for Oldham before
never being heard of again.

JEFF EDWARDS, of course, has a place in Roughyeds folklore as the only player ever
transferred in exchange for a turnstile. Frank Myler had this idea that games were won and
lost in the middle of the park and famously turned down the chance to sign Des Drummond,
the outstanding and biggest crowd pulling wingman of his day. Instead Oldham made do with
Edwards on one wing and PAUL SHERMAN on the other. Not surprisingly there were times
when | thought the turnstile would have been more use on the wing than Edwards was.

A bit more up to date provides a couple more duck egg signings. To all intents and
purposes ex-Saint DANNY ARNOLD should have been a great signing. A proven try-scorer
and still on nodding terms with Super League at Salford Arnold never distinguished himself at
Boundary Park, apparently thinking himself too good for the level he was appearing at.

Finally for now, (because it's certainly a subject well worth returning to if the Editor
permits) how about EMMANUEL PERRALTA? This poor man’s Danny Guest was supposed
to be an impact player but he would definitely record ‘nul points’ in any European
assessment. A ten minute blow out was about his maximum and the most distinguished thing
about him was that his abbreviated name - MANU - could be arranged to indicate a rather
good football team. By
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Stat Attack

PLAYER

M. Sisson
G. Doobp

D. GisBONS
J. GODDARD
J. McNicHoLAs
J. BRADDISH
N. RoDen

S. Knox

J. HougH

J. CLEGG
P. FARRELL
B. HENARE
L. DorAn

T. HODGKINSON
G. BARBER
D. Guest

L. Caskey

W. CoweLL
K. BRENNAN
A. PROCTOR
P. NorTON
A. GiBBONS
D. FosTeER
A. MURRAY
S. MotLoy
D. Lacey

C. CAMPBELL
D. Newton
R. STAZICKER
J. Haves

S. Brown
G. JoHNSON

(35 FIXTURES TO DATE) 2001-2002

APPEARANCES SUBSTITUTIONS
26 5
23 3
28 2
33
31
19 4
25 7

3
32
23 11
17 2
29
30
2
23 11
4 24
1 3
9 13
16 7
8
22 3
19 3
5 1
4
20 3
3
6 5
2
2
10
1
1 4

APPEARANCES & SCORERS

TRIES

17
6
9

10

15
7

17

10

10

13

GoALs

63

66

Dror GoALs

* For club records appearance and scorers for the York game have been retained within these stats.

Points
68
24
36
40
60

156
74

40

20

40

36

185

20

50

20

28
20

24
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LEVER’S

FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT

Best WISHES
TO
OLpHAM RLFC

UNiTs 2 & 3 - MARKET HALL
OLDHAM

Mon - Sat  10.30- 5.30

0161 633 0074

If yow’re not
satisfied with your
bank, convert

Vy¥¢ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

For more information on the range of
Business Services available from
The Royal Bank of Scotland
please contact
Tina Horton, Business Manager
on 0161 633 8460

The Royal Bank of Scotland plc
Registered Office: 36 St. Andrew Square,
Edinburgh EH2 2VB
Registered in Scotland No. 90312

DRONSFIELDS

MERCEDES

WALLHILL MILL, WALLHILL
ROAD, DOBCROSS
OLDHAM OL3 SRB

TELEPHONE: 01457 - 871717
FAX: 01457 - 871940

New & Used Mercedes
Vehicles & Spares

Amega
Labels Ltd

Manufacturers of Computer Barcodes
and High Quality Self Adhesive Labels

o

Shaw Street
Oldham OL1 3RR

Tel 0161 785 0813
Fax 0161 624 6507
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oldham
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Gareth Barber »
famy Long (Oldham) Ktc Anthony Gibbons Joe McNicholas
Plumbing, Heating & > W "
Mechanical Services Alphatec laln Taylor
Tel: 0161 626 9175
hn Braddish i
Jo David Gibbons Anthony Murray
Tymbuktu Health & Allen, Mills, Howard & Co. Bull's Head
Beauty Clinic Accountants Hevside
0161 624 5667 Oldham & Tameside 4
Keith Brennan Paul Norton
Jon Goddard
Lansdowne Roofing Y= Sunset National
Supplies Ltd Com’:ﬂn :‘I"’;:ca‘: s 4 Conservatories
Tel: 0161 626 0896 T Tel: 0161 624 5962
Neil Roden
David Macauley Danny Guest
Chartered Surveyor John Barrett Andy Proctor
Poulton-le-Fylde 3
01253 883833 (Tme Neeper)
Phil Farrell
Jason Cle Joey Hayes « &l Hall Needham
i ).y B e S Associates
ORLFC Staff Ray & Chris Broadbent - Arckitacts
S 0161 688 1820
Bryan Henare P
Will Cowell Lansdowne Trading ‘ pe— Mark Sibson
Services Ltd sy Mick Harrop
0161 626 1141 ( l i 4
Gavin Dodd N
Joh N b it
Oldham Rughy Union Gavin Johnson | E v Chris Campbell
v
Lee D John Hough Ste‘e Molloy
ee Doran Mediock Lees Village Service
Alphatac Communications wbtion
0161 624 2306

together

the outlook’s bright




WINO’S WINE SHOP

63 GEORGE STREET, OLDHAM, LANCASHIRE OL1 1LX

0161 652 9396

Established in 1983, Wino’s is an Independent
Oldham based company. We stock over 1500
different wines, 250 spirits and over 60 beers.

Apart from the retail shop in George Street, Oldham
we now supply direct to the trade, from restaurants
and wine bars through to the company board room.

We also offer a sale or return service on many of
our wines for parties, weddings etc., you pay for
what you drink.

The free loan of champagne flutes, wine goblets
and beer glasses, whether it be a party of 20 or a
function of 520, is available.

We pride ourselves on offering friendly professional service.
5% DISCOUNT on any MIXED CASE OF 12 BOTTLES
Wines supplied Sale or Return for Weddings or Functions
FREE GLASS LOAN — FREE DELIVERY SERVICE - MAILING LIST

Hope to see you soon - PHIL, IAN, MARK and STEVE

HAYNESWOOD

Engineering Sales Limited

Best Wishes to Oldham Roughyeds

UK Office: USA Office:
St John’s Mill Hayneswood Engineering USA LLc,
113 St John Street, Lees, 1658 Soquel Drive, Unit 6,
Oldham OL4 3DJ, England. Santa Cruz,California 95065
Phone: +44 (0) 161 620 5337 Phone: +1 831 462 2680
Fax: +44(0) 161 627 4367 Fax: +1 831462 3583

E-Mail: anilox@pacbell.net

E-Mail: anilox@hayneswood.u-net.com
Web Site: www.hayneswood.com
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Eixtures

Date Opponent Result Att
DECEMBER F-A

2 SWINTON LIONS H P

16 HullKR. L 10-26 2032
30 Leigh L 12-46 3388
JANUARY

6 YORK W 3216 1130
13 Dewsbury Rams L 630 1410
20  CHORLEY LYNX W 342 1114
27 WEST HULL (CCupRd3) W 38-4 1131
FEBRUARY

3 Workington L 20-28 991
10 ST HELENS (CCupRd4) L  6-40 4089
17 GATESHEAD W 542 931
MARCH

3 Huddersfield L 1828 3191

10 DONCASTER DRAGONS D 22-22 1067
15  Sheffield Eagles W 25-6 1095
24  FEATHERSTONE W 2312 1533
29 Rochdale Hornets (NC) L 13-14 2096
APRIL

2 DEWSBURYR.(NC) W 47-12 1056
7 Huddersfield G. (NC) L 16-44 2687
21 Hunslet Hawks (NC) W 56-10 747
MAY

5  BATLEY B. (NC) W 40-16 1204
12 HUDDERSFIELD(NC/F)L 16-36 1699
23 ROCHDALE HORNETS L 24-28 1050
JUNE

2 Keighley Cougars W 3432 1188
9 WHITEHAVEN W 46-12 867
16 Barrow W 2725 791
23  BATLEY BULLDOGS L 26-34 1058
30 Hunslet Hawks W 34-20 679
JuLY

7 LEIGH L 22-26 1,526
14 Chorley Lynx W 52-10 605
21 Whitehaven L 17-20 1,010
28 HUDDERSFIELD L 3032 1,339

AUGUST

4 HUNSLETHAWKS W 24-16 907
11 Batley Bulldogs D 20-20 1,013
18 Rochdale Hornets L 17-18 1,980
25  WORKINGTON W 3510 1,042
26 DEWSBURYRAMS D 22-22 1,242
SEPTEMBER

8  KEIGHLEY COUGARS H

Sponsors

OLoHAM RLFC FULLY SUPPORT THE LET'S
TACKLE RACISM IN RUGBY LEAGUE CAMPAIGN
AND WELCOMES ALL PLAYERS AND SPECTATORS
IRRESPECTIVE OF THEIR ETHNIC OR RACIAL
ORIGINS. RACISM HAS NO PLACE IN OUR GAME
AND  RACIST CHANTS ARE  TOTALLY
UNACCEPTABLE.
ALLOW EVERYONE TO ENJOY THE GAME.

Match Sponsor

Piecing together your
telecommunications?
PENNINE TELECOM PUTS YOU
IN THE PICTURE.

cellular

For TOTAL COMMUNICATIONS SOLUTIONS
talk to PENNINE TELECOM

e Telephone systems

e |east Cost Routing

Call Pennine Telecom on

0800 633 333

* Mobile Radio systems
e (Call Centres

* \oice & Data

or email:
sales@penninetelecom.com

or visit our web site:
www.penninetelecom.com

r‘.ﬁ Penninetelecom
e

Associate Match Sponsor
SwaNs TRAVEL » 633 3870
ORLFC MATCHDAY STAFF

(STEWARDS, TURNSTILE OPERATORS
& CAR PARK ATTENDANTS)

Man of the Match Sponsor
WALKI FiLMS
Matchball Sponsor

DouGHTYS GYMm

Programme Sponsor

SAFETY ASSURED
FINGER PROTECTION
DOOR SAFETY

o Cellular Mobiles
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two players

that deserve a try this season

fordka collection
1.3i 3dr

e cd player
* electric windows
e central locking

¢ leather steering wheel

£7,995

new fordfocus zetec
1.6i16v 3dr

e cd player
¢ alloy wheels
e remote central locking

e electric windows

£11,745

northern ford dealers - official sponsors of the northern ford premiership

call 0845 7111 888 for your local ford dealer




= OLDHAM

Coach: Steve MOLLOY

Gavin DODD
Joey HAYES

Jon GODDARD
Anthony GIBBONS
Joe McNICHOLAS
Gareth BARBER
Neil RODEN
Steve MOLLOY
Keith BRENNAN
Jason CLEGG
Lee DORAN
Gavin JOHNSON
John HOUGH
Mark SIBSON

Andy PROCTOR ¢

'16) Lee PATTERSON

€YD Chris HANNAH
OFFICIALS

Will COWELL
Danny GUEST
TODAY'’S

REFEREE: JULIAN KING @

KEIGHLEY ==

Coach: Gary MOORBY
Chris WAINWRIGHT
Oliver FAIRBANK
Matthew STEEL
Karl SMITH

Max TOMLINSON
Paul ASHTON

Matt FIRTH

Phil STEPHENSON
Simeon HOYLE
Danny EKIS

Oliver WILKES
Mick DURHAM
Danny FEARON
Chris HARTLEY
Andy ROBINSON

PETE WHARTON

PHIL BENTHAM Il |l GORDON WALLACE

oldham

together

the outlook’s bright



