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M A R T I N ’ S C O R N E R
W E L C O M E t o t h i s a f t e r n o o n ' s N o r t h e r n F o r d
Premiership Preliminary Semi-Final game.
Th i s w i l l be ou r fi f t h and a rguab l y mos t impo r tan t
meeting with Oldham this season. Reaching the Play¬
offs was our objective at the beginning of the season.
Now we're here we can't afford any slip-ups, it's
s u d d e n d e a t h a n d t h e r e ' s a t r e m e n d o u s a m o u n t a t
s t a k e .

On paper this is probably the fixture that most people
associated with the club wanted. Alocal derby offers

the prospect of abig gate and no doubt much will be made of the fact
that we've won all the previous four encounters. However, none of that
counts for anything this afternoon. Our opponents will be on areal high
after last week's win at Hull KR and they will be as desperate as us to
progress to the next round of the play-offs. Ialso know that in three of
those games there was less than one score separating us and the results
could have easily gone against us.
By finishing third in the NFP standings we've had the benefit of acouple
of weeks off and that's allowed us to shake off afew niggling injuries
and build up for the final push. It's abit of acliche but we must now take
each game as it comes, not take anything for granted and get into our
stride quickly after our little break. We must do the simple things well, be
solid in defence and take our chances when they come.

It should be agreat occasion for the fans and it's absolutely vital you
again get behind the team this afternoon. There's been agood buzz
around the ground in recent home games and your vocal support on our
travels has also been really welcome. I'd like to think that we've repaid
you with some good performances and results. Hopefully today we can
extend that sequence and you can play your part.
Enjoy the game.

R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S R L F C
T e l : 0 1 7 0 6 6 4 8 0 0 4

C o a c h : M a r t i n H a l l
Physio: Jon Bowden
Kit Manager: Mark Reynolds
Rugby League Co-ordinator: Carl Richards
C l u b D o c t o r : D r . P. C . D u f f y
Hon. Surgeons: Mr. D. Waiker, Mr. A. Higham
Time Keeper: Ray Myers
Lottery Manager: Eric Armitage
Stadium Manager: Ron Cowgiil
Groundsman: Andy Houghton
Programme Contributors: Stephen Walmsiey,
D a v i d L e d s h a m , G a r e t h W a l k e r , M i k e F l o y d ,
J i m S t r i n g e r

THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY INDIVIDUAL CONTRIBUTORS MAY NOT REFLECT THE VIEWS OF ROCHDALE HORNETS RLFC

F a x : 0 1 7 0 6 3 4 4 5 4 5P. O . B o x 4 8 , R o c h d a l e O L 1 6 1 P E

C h a i r m a n : M r . R . Ta y l o r
V i c e C h a i r m a n : M r. N . H a l s a l l
C h i e f E x e c u t i v e : M r . S . Wa l m s i e y
Company Secretary: Mr. P. Reynolds
D i r e c t o r s : M r . N . H a l s a l l , M r . K . O l d h a m ,
Mr. P. Rush, Mr. R. Taylor, Mr. D. Vining,
Mr. P. Reynolds
Club Secretary: Mr. K. Oldham
P r e s i d e n t : M r. J . G r i n d r o d
L i f e V i c e P r e s i d e n t s : M r. R . B o n s e r

M r . B . H o l l i s

Mr. P. Reynoids
M r . D . T u r n e r



B O A R D R O O M B R I E F
Today we offer awarm welcome to the Chairman of Oldham his fellow Directors, officials,
players and all the supporters of who have made the short journey to Spotland for this
afternoon's Northern Ford Premiership Preliminary Semi-final game. We also want to welcome
the club and match sponsors. We really value your support and hope you have amarvellous
day's entertainment.

Alittle over amonth ago Oldham were the visitors here for our last home game of the
season. That turned out to be atense nail-biting affair, fortunately we came out on top and
that result along with two excellent away results at Chorley and Doncaster enabled us to
finish in the third spot in the NFP final standings.

At the beginning of the season our first objective was to reach the play-offs and we've got
to be really happy about finishing third behind Fluddersfield Giants and Leigh Centurions —
both of whom have been able to operate full-time squads.

It has been along hard season and we now hope that everyone can lift themselves for the
final few games. We appeared to be hitting good form at the end of the season proper and
have had the benefit of afew weeks off. Flopefully that has allowed the squad to be
rejuvenated and won't translate itself into rustiness or affect the momentum that Martin
Flail and the players had generated.

The fact that Oldham are our opponents today adds more than alittle extra spice to the
occasion. Derby games are always eagerly anticipated and usually tremendously hard fought
affairs. We may have won four times against Oldham already this season, but there was
nothing between the sides on three of those occasions, and of course there is the little
matter of avenging last year's defeat in the Play-offs.

Agood attendance here this afternoon will be welcome for both sides. Oldham's gates have
slipped of late and you will also be aware of our ongoing financial difficulties. Trying to make
ends meet in this day and age is extremely difficult and we are doing all we can behind the
scenes to generate income from avariety of different sources.

We've said it many times before but your continuing support, whether it is through sponsorship
or advertising, is vital.

One of the most important revenue streams for the club is the Saturday Yankee Lottery as
it guarantees alevel of income for 52 weeks of the year. We would urge all our supporters
to join the lottery or extend their contribution if already amember. Perhaps you could try to
encourage other family members, friends or work colleagues to join. Quite simply, an extra
5people paying £2 per week provides £500 income and given the margins we are working
on you can probably appreciate how important it is to increase lottery take-up.

On apositive note, we want to thank you all for your continuing support. If we win today we
guarantee ourselves another home fixture next week. Flowever, as we are in asudden death
situation, defeat would mean our season is finished. In the event of that happening we look
forward to seeing you back here next February when the new season starts.



TA N N E R S A R M S
H O T E L

Proud to Support
R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s

P R O P R I E T O R : N O R M A N H A L S A L L

SKY SPORTS ON B IG SCREEN

B E D & B R E A K FA S T F R O M £ 1 5

A L L R O O M S W I T H C O L O U R T V
A N D T E A M A K I N G F A C I L I T I E S

T H E A K S T O N ’ S T R A D I T I O N A L A L E S

2 4 W H I T W O R T H R O A D
R O C H D A L E O L 1 2 O E U

TEL: 01706 712131
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YOUR LOCAL AWARD WINNING COACH OPERATOR
Q U A L I T Y C O A C H H I R E

* 4 9 & 5 3 S E A T E R C O A C H H I R E
* E X E C U T I V E C O A C H E S AVA I L A B L E
* L O C A L T R I P S
* E U R O P E A N T O U R S
* C O R P O R AT E H I R E

Suppliers to major UK tour operators"

INCLUSIVE ARRANGEMENTS
* D A Y T R I P S
* T H E A T R E T R I P S
★W E E K E N D B R E A K S
★BIGGEST LOCAL SELECTION

O F U K C O A C H H O L I D AY S
*EUROPEAN HOLIDAYS
*GROUP TRAVEL SPECIALISTS

"Wherever you warn to no"

0 1 7 0 6 - 6 4 8 1 2 6 0 1 7 0 6 - 7 1 2 3 2 1
N E W G A T E ,

R O C H D A L E O L 1 6 I B A
T h e 1 9 9 7

Group Travel
A w a r d s

c p tC O A C l I ' T O r u i S M

6 0 0



O L D H A M
Gavin DODD Alocal youngster who is learning the ropes at Oldham. A
wing or full-back, 20 year old Gavin played for the NFP under 21's at
Widnes and is sure to be pushing for aregular place this season, either as
competition for Mark Sibson at full-back or as alively winger who knows
where the try (goal) line is.
Jon GODDARD A19 year old and the youngest member of the squad,
Cas. lad Jon has joined Oldham on loan from Castleford thanks to the old
pals act. Graham Steadman is afirm friend and former team mate of
former coach Ford, and saw aloan spell with Oldham as the ideal way to
bring Jon along. Already this is bearing fruit as Goddard's defence has
been superb and as his confidence grows it is expected that the tries will
soon be coming.
W i l l C O W E L L A 2 1 y e a r o l d w h o p l a y e d a t Wa r r i n g t o n , t h i s C u m b r i a n
ut i l i t y back is equa l ly a t home a t fu l l -back , w ing or cent re . P layed 18
S u p e r L e a g u e g a m e s f o r W a r r i n g t o n a f t e r s i g n i n g f r o m K e l l s , t h e
Wh i tehaven amateu r c lub . Recommended to O ldham by fo rmer Wo lves
boss Daryl van de Valde, Will is keen to kick-start his career in the NFP
wi th the Roughyeds .
Chris CAMPBELL Arecently signed 21 year old utility back, signed from
Whitehaven after impressing in trials. Is the son of ex referee David
Campbell. Signed for Warrington from Crossfields amateur club as a
seventeen year old and was the top Alliance try scorer in his first season
with 26 t r ies f rom fu l l -back. Played 10 matches in Super league before
fol lowing coach Paul Cullen to Whitehaven on aful l- t ime contract.
Unfortunately broke his jaw early in his Whitehaven career.
Gareth BARBER 20 year old Oldham born half-back or centre who was
reared on rugby with his best pal, the Leeds and Great Britain loose forward,
Kevin Sinfield. When Sinfield signed for Leeds Rhinos, Barber signed for
Warrington, but returned home to Oldham before the start of the
2000-01 season. Played for the NFP under 21 's at Widnes in the autumn.
Kei th BRENNAN Aversat i le ha l f -back or hooker, loca l lad Ke i th shot to
prominence last season when his form was so good that, for atime, he
kept John Hough out of the number 9shirt. Anatural footballer with good
hands, he damaged ahamstring in the pre-season Law Cup game with
Rochdale and then damaged aknee in his come back game in the cup
against St. Helens.
Steve MOLLOY Steve had been playing for Batley on ashort term contract
after leaving Huddersfield at the end of last season. Astrong prop forward
and ex captain of England, Steve's other previous clubs are Featherstone
and Sheffield. Alocal lad Steve will go some way to filling the gap left by
Simon Knox and Leo Casey. Steve has of course recently been appointed
the club's Player coach.



John HOUGH The first player to sign for his home-town club when the
new Roughyeds were formed by Chris Hamilton and his fellow directors
in the autumn of 1997. Before the start of last season, he had played 87
of the club's 90 matches and had scored 32 tries, aphenomenal record
for ahooker. He didn't enjoy one of his better seasons in 2001, but a
change of job, and less travelling, has seen him back at his best in 2002.
Jason CLEGG Second biggest forward at the club after Danny Guest. Is
aformer Bradford (Northern, not Bulls) forward, who has had four good
seasons with Oldham. Powerful on the break, he is afavourite of the
Oldham supporters and regularly picks up the Junior Roughyeds Player of
t h e Ye a r a w a r d .

Paul NORTON Journeyman forward and former Lancashire Lynx stalwart,
who played 31 of 34 games last season. Ahard worker and value for
money performer, 'Knocker' was sorely missed at the start of the season
when he was recovering from agroin operation.
Bryan HENARE Joined Oldham midway through last season from St.
Helens on loan. AKiwi back-rower who has played for Auckland Warriors,
Bryan played aprominent role in Oldham's surge to the Grand Final in
July 2001 before signing permanently for the club for the 2002 season
o n a o n e y e a r c o n t r a c t .

Lee DORAN Another young player in whom Oldham have alot of
confidence. AWiganer, Lee has worked his way through the Oldham
Academy and Alliance sides and is now on the verge of breaking through
to the first team on aregular basis. Showed up well for the NFP under
21's as one of five Roughyed players in the squad.
Neil RODEN Aclever half-back who joined Oldham from Wigan, with
Farrell, aseason and ahalf ago. Has only missed acouple of games since.
Can play stand-off or scrum-half and was akey figure in Oldham's run
through to the NFP Grand Final last Summer. Aknee injury kept him out
of the pre-season warm-up games, but he is sure to be aregular performer
in the long and testing 2002 campaign.
Gavin JOHNSON Ayoung centre or wing, or occasional back-row forward,
Oldhamer, Gavin spent two seasons at Odsal in the Bradford Academy
side and made the occasional appearance for the Bulls in the Alliance
Championship. Spent almost aseason earning his Oldham spurs in the
Alliance team before signing atwo year deal last September.
Anthony GIBBONS formed areliable centre partnership last season with
goal-kicking Pat Rich, who has now left the club to go on atwelve months
world tour. Looked certain to be the first-choice centre again this season,
but suspension and abad ankle injury have meant he missed the start of
the season, but he is now back as apermanent member of the squad.
Danny GUEST Another of the Roughyed 'originals' who returned to the
club two seasons ago. Abig prop, he is expected to be aforce to be
reckoned with in the NFP this season after signing anew one year deal.



Our vi§itors in focus
O L D H A M

C l u b H o n o u r s
Rugby League Championship Winners: 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57

Runners Up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1921-22, 1954-55
F i rs t D i v i s i on Winne rs : 1904 -05

Challenge Cup Winners: 1899, 1925, 1927
Runners Up: 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926

Lancashi re Cup:
1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958

Lancashire League:
1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58

S e c o n d D i v i s i o n : 1 9 6 3 - 6 4 , 1 9 8 1 - 8 2 , 1 9 8 7 - 8 8
Divisional Premiership: 1988,1992

1 0 O l d h a m M i l e s t o n e s
1895 First game in the Northern Union, a16-8 defeat at Hunslet
1899 Oldham beat Hunslet to become the first Lancashire club to win the

Cha l l enge Cup
1922 Reg Farrar sets aclub record of 49 tries in aseason
1927 The first radio broadcast of aChallenge Cup Final takes place when Oldham

play Swinton dt Wigan
1933 Alex Givvons makes his debut for the club he would be associated with

fo r 60 years
1956-57 Athree trophy season, Lancashire Cup, League and Championship Final
1959 Oldham pay aworld record £10,650 to Workington Town for Ike Southward
1981-82 Mike Parrish becomes the only Oldham player to score in every game in

a s e a s o n

1997 Oldham beat Swinton 20-16 in their last game at Watersheddings on
1 9 t h J a n u a r y

1997 Oldham Bears drop out of Super League, go into liquidation and are
resur rec ted as aSecond D iv i s ion team

North Builders
YOUR LOCAL BUILDER <

All aspects of domestic &industrial building &repair
●Stonework ●Flagging ●Joinery ●Concrete Driveways

●Extensions 8Plumbing

Tel: Halifax 01422 823 659 ●Brighouse 01484 713 559
F a x : 0 1 4 2 2 8 2 3 6 4 0

nsA



N O R T H E R N F O R D P R E M I E R S H I P
T R I E S

2 4H u d d e r s fi e l d
Batley
H u n s l e t
H u d d e r s fi e l d
D o n c a s t e r
F e a t h e r s t o n e
F e a t h e r s t o n e
H u d d e r s fi e l d
Leigh
Leigh

H e fi n O ' H a r e
G l e n To m l i n s o n
Bryn Powell
E a r l C r a b t r e e
J a s o n L e e
N e i l L o w e
J a m i e R o o n e y
Ben Cooper
N e i l Tu r l e y
A n d r e w I s h e r w o o d

1
2 32
2 3
2 24
2 15
2 1
2 07
2 0
2 0
1 91 0

G O A L S
1 1 7F e a t h e r s t o n e

Leigh
H u d d e r s fi e l d
R o c h d a l e
D o n c a s t e r
Hul l KR
W o r k i n g t o n
B a r r o w
S h e f fi e l d
B a t l e y

Jamie Rooney
Neil Turley
S t e v e M c N a m a r a
Danny Wood
Johnny Woodcock
C h r i s C h a r l e s
T a n e M a n i h e r a
D a r r e n H o l t
G a v i n B r o w n
D e a n L a w f o r d

1
1 0 52

9 63
9 44
9 05
8 96
8 77
7 28
6 79
6 31 0

P O I N T S
3 2 2F e a t h e r s t o n e

Leigh
D o n c a s t e r
R o c h d a l e
Workington
H u d d e r s fi e l d
H u l l K R
B a r r o w
S h e f fi e l d
H u d d e r s fi e l d

the NFP scorers do not include points

J a m i e R o o n e y
Neil Turley
Johnny Woodcock
Danny Wood
T a n e M a n i h e r a
S t e v e M a c N a m a r a
Chr i s Cha r l es
D a r r e n H o l t
G a v i n B r o w n
C h r i s T h o r m a n

Note -The above are for league games only, and
scored against York Wasps.

1
2 9 02
2 1 63
2 1 24
2 1 05
2 0 46
1 9 87
1 7 08
1 5 59
1 5 41 0

L A K E G A R A G E (Smithybridge) LTD
Smithybridge Road, Littleborough, OL15 OBQ

D A V I D ^ R U S m T i a N
vinnfw^l¥kegarage.cq:§if€ q i r e c t o r m m



iTlOBSERVE]
Campaigning Newspaper of the Year 1997 -98

^Every Wednesday and Saturday
Rugby League has changed

. . . a n d s o h a v e w e .

On Wednesday
we’ve got:
●More pages
●M o r e n e w s

●Community
Not iceboard

●C o l o u r

●Better coverage
of local sport

THE ROCHDALE ODSERVER ●CAMPAIGNING FOR ROCHDALE



W I N !
M E G A B U C K S E A C H W E E K

L O T T E R Y
H E L P Y O U R S E L F T O
£ 1 0 0 0 ' s B Y H E L P I N G

U S T O £ 1 . 0 0

'A thril l ing experience
watching your horses
race to the post on TV

Y O U R C L U B N E E D S
Y O U R S U P P O R T

c o n t a c t E r i c a t t h e C l u b
on 0170e 648004

Jl̂ enw 3ope
GENTLEMENS AND LADIES

O U T F I T T E R S
F O R M A L H I R E W E A R

83 and 85 DRAKE STREET
R O C H D A L E O L 1 6 1 S D

Telephone:
0 1 7 0 6 6 4 9 2 6 4 0 1 7 0 6 6 4 3 3 6 9

C R A V E N S
C H E M I S T

T H O M A S
S A N D I F O R D

8 H A R E H I L L R O A D
L I T T L E B O R O U G H

T E L : 0 1 7 0 6 3 7 8 4 4 0

I N J E C T O R W O R K S
L I L E Y S T R E E T ●R O C H D A L E

For any Phos, Bronze, Aluminum
or Gun Metal Castings

Your friendly local Pharmacy
Open to serve you

Bes t W ishes t o a l l a t Ho rne t sT E L : 0 1 7 0 6 6 4 6 1 6 8



®ARETH walker of Rugby Leaguer &League Express
looks forward to more excitement in the NFP play-offs.
ONE round of the Northern Ford Premiership play-offs has passed, and
already teams have upset the odds. With asprinkling of fascinating clashes
ahead this weekend, more surprises lie in wait as teams scramble for
Grand Final glory.
Last weekend we saw ninth-placed Oldham stun fourth-placed Flull
Kingston Rovers 19-11 at Craven Park, while Batley Bulldogs recorded a
highly impressive 27-14 win at Doncaster Dragons. Only Featherstone
Rovers, against atired-looking Whitehaven, managed to make home
advantage count. There is little doubt as to which is the big game this
Sunday. The NFP's top two clubs, Fluddersfield Giants and Leigh
Centurions, clash at the McAlpine Stadium with the winner going directly
to the October 12 Grand Final.

It's afixture that both clubs have been relishing for weeks, and one that
should attract the competition's biggest crowd of the season so far.
Australian coaches Paul Terzis and Tony Smith are good friends off the
field and even played on the same indoor cricket team Down Under. But
all that will be put aside when the serious business begins at 3pm Sunday.
The Giants will undoubtedly start as favourites after their magnificent
league campaign, but can the star-studded Centurions upset the odds?
At Spotland Rochdale Flornets entertain abuoyant Oldham side, and will
hope to eradicate memories of their heart-breaking play-offs defeat to the
Roughyeds last season. Flornets were minutes away from aGrand Final
appearance before Mike Ford inspired asensational Oldham comeback.
Again there is astory behind the two coaches, Martin Flail and Steve
Molloy, who played alongside each other at junior level in Oldham. Flail
has seen his side defeat Oldham three times in Premiership games this
season, but the widest margin has been by four points at Flurst Cross,
and twice the gap has been just one. It promises to be another thriller.
Featherstone Rovers certainly welcomed Oldham's win at Flull KR as it
gifted them an unexpected second home game, but the visit of Batley
Bulldogs is far from aforgone conclusion.
The Bulldogs continued their remarkable resurgence with an away win at
Doncaster, with full back Craig Lingard crossing for ahat trick of tries.
But it looks like being the clash of two fine sets of half backs that hold the
key to Sunday's game, with Rovers' duo Jamie Rooney and Richard Agar
going up against Dean Lawford and Glen Tomlinson.
And then vye have the start of the National League One Qualifying Series,
with Sheffield Eagles entertaining Swinton Lions on Friday night and
Keighley Cougars travelling to Barrow Border Raiders on Sunday. It would
constitute asignificant shock if either home side was to lose, but the
Lions will fancy their chances at the Don Valley after pushing the Eagles
close there recently. The return of player coach Mark Aston could prove
c r u c i a l f o r S h e f fi e l d .

So another intriguing weekend lies ahead. The seasons of four more clubs
will end on Sunday evening, but it would take ashrewd judge to accurately
predict the quartet.



R E S U L T S 2 0 0 1 - 0 2
H / A S c o r e

H 2 6 - 1 4

A 2 8 - 2 0

H 2 2 - 1 0

A 2 4 - 2 0

A 1 4 - 1 4

A t t .

1 , 1 3 3D e c S U N 2
S u n 9

S U N 1 6

S u n 3 0

J a n S u n 1 3

S U N 2 0

S U N 2 7

F e b S u n 3

S U N 1 0

S U N 1 7

M a r S u n 3

S U N 1 0

S u n 1 7

S U N 2 4

F R I 2 9

A p r S u n 7
S U N 1 4

M o n 2 9

M a y S U N 5
S u n 1 2

S U N 1 9

T u e 2 8

J u n e S u n 2
S U N 9

S u n 1 6

S u n 2 3

S u n 3 0

J u l y S u n 7
S U N 1 4

S U N 2 1

S U N 2 8

Aug Sun 4
S U N 1 1

S U N 1 8

S u n 2 5

Sept Sun 1
S u n 2 2

B A T L E Y B

H u n s l e t H

S W I N T O N L

H u l l K R

Leigh C
Y O R K W

F A R N W O R T H ( C C 3 )

Dewsbury R
LEIGH C(CC 4)
C H O R L E Y L

Wo r k i n g t o n T
G A T E S H E A D T

H u d d e r s fi e l d G

D O N C A S T E R D

O L D H A M ( N O

D e w s b u r y R ( N C )
HUDDERSFIELD G(NC)
Bat ley B(NC)
H U N S L E T H ( N C )

D o n c a s t e r D ( N C )
B A R R O W R

O l d h a m

S h e f fi e l d E

F E A T H E R S T O N E R O V E R S

Keighley C
W h i t e h a v e n

B a r r o w R

F e a t h e r s t o n e R

D E W S B U R Y R

S H E F F I E L D E

W H I T E H A V E N W

H u l l K R

W O R K I N G T O N T

O L D H A M

Chorley L
D o n c a s t e r D

P lay -o f f s OLDHAM
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1 , 0 4 45 4 - 0H

4 4 - 2 8

2 0 - 2 5

2 0 - 2 4

3 2 - 2 2

2 0 - 1 0

5 8 - 2 4

6 2 6H

1 , 2 0 1
2 , 7 1 0

A

H

7 7 1H

1 , 0 9 3A

H 7 3 7

4 - 5 8 2 , 9 3 8
1 , 1 3 8
2 , 0 9 6
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H 2 2 - 2 4

1 4 - 1 3H

A 7 - 6 8 7 4

H 1 0 - 3 0

2 4 - 2 5

4 2 - 1 1

3 3 - 2 0

4 6 - 3 2

2 8 - 2 4

2 6 - 1 4

3 3 - 1 6

3 2 - 2 1

1 6 - 2 8

1 , 4 7 6
4 5 7A

8 7 9H

1 , 2 1 9
1 , 1 0 6
1 , 0 5 0

A

H

A

9 1 0A

1 , 11 7
1 , 0 0 5

H

A

9 0 2A

8 - 1 5 6 5 4A

2 4 - 3 1

4 0 - 3 0

6 4 - 2

3 0 - 2 8

1 2 - 1 3

6 2 - 2 0

1 8 - 1 7

6 0 - 1 4

4 0 - 3 6

1 , 4 0 2
1 , 0 1 3

1 , 0 3 8

A

H

H

9 1 4H

1 , 5 0 2
1 , 0 2 9
1 , 9 8 0

A

H

H
3 3 4A
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F I F T Y Y E A R S O F H U R T
by Jim Stringer of www.rochdalehornets.com

If you thought that today's game was all about this season, think again. Jim
Stringer of rochdalehornets.com unearths amore historical reason to get excited.

Hmm, Ihadn't quite anticipated writing notes on yet another game against Oldham.
This season, we've been spoiled almost to the point of sickness with this, the
spiciest and most local of all derbies. With Hornets holding an unparalleled four-nil
lead, it's not too hard to forget the clash at asimilar stage of last season that saw
alate Oldham rally swipe victory from the jaws of embarrassment. But this is a
fixture that's always been close -and never less than interesting.
In the great tradition due Hornets/Oldham clashes, Iwent back through the record
books to see how the two teams have fared over the last century. One hundred
years ago, both teams were playing in the South East Lancashire league -in a
fixture programme that took in Stockport, Broughton Rangers and Runcorn. In the
first derby clash of the season Oldham lost 10-6 at Rochdale (hooray), only to
reverse the result with an 11-nil home win just 7weeks later.

It's interesting to note that, during that same season, Oldham had their game at
Hunslet abandoned after 62 minutes because it went dark. Ten years later, Oldham
and Hornets met three times. Twice in the league. Hornets losing at 'Sheddings
24-6 and winning 11-3 at home -and in the Lancashire Cup final at Broughton
where Hornets ran out winners 12-5. This time Oldham had their game at Salford
abandoned after 65 minutes due to heavy snow -they were winning 8-nil at the
t i m e a n d t h e s c o r e s t o o d !

1922 saw the inaugural 'Infirmary Cup' which Oldham won at the 'Sheddings by
12-8 on the 9th September. In the season that followed, Oldham beat Hornets
home and away (11-0 and 18-6 respectively). Three nil indeed!
Over the next decade, Oldham won the Infirmary Cup afurther seven times to
Hornets ' three, but in 1932 maintained their record of b izarre abandonments wi th
their game against St. Helens Rees falling foul of '...fog and darkness...' at half
t i m e .

1949 saw the adven t o f t he new ly named 'A . J . Law Cup ' -wh ich O ldham won
convincingly 35-2. In traditional fashion, Oldham had their home game with
Castleford abandoned after 52 minutes when apea-souper descended over the
'Sheddings. Indeed, aglance through the record books shows Oldham's history
littered with alitany of abandonments due to fog, bad light and deteriorating
c o n d i t i o n s . W e i r d .

But it was in 1952 that Oldham set the precedent for today's game. Meeting
Hornets five times (Law Cup, Lancashire Cup home and away legs, plus home and
away in the league), Oldham ran out winners astaggering five times. So, having
seen Hornets register four wins thus far this term, we have the opportunity today
to redress the balance of history. Having carried that one for half acentury it's
time to put things right. Five nil? Play-offs glory? The right to gloat? Today's game
delivers all of these -and some real historical significance. We've waited afull 50
years to get our own back.

L e t s d o i t .



Rochda le
Help Yourself

N R G Whilst Helping
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m m
Rochdale Hornets Rugby League Club

Horne ts RLFC

Rochdale Hornets in association with alocal independent energy broker have
been able to secure some competitive rates for residential and business customers
who support Rochdale Hornets.

Massive Savings !!!
NRG Se rv i ces

Te l e c o m s

Have competitive rates against all Telecom providers.

Savings of between 30% and 40% can be made for both residential and
business users.

□against current BT prices
□ 75% of all commissions paid over to the club

For further information call 08451 200270 (local call rate) or fill in the form below and
return to the office at Rochdale Hornets with acopy of the appropriate utility bill.

N a m e

A d d r e s s

Con tac t Number

Interested in
Te l e c o m E l e c t r i c G a s
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Help Yourself
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Rochdale Hornets Rugby League Club

H o r n e t s R L F C

Rochdale Hornets in association with alocal independent energy broker have
been able to secure some competitive rates for residential and business customers
who support Rochdale Hornets.

Massive Savings !!!
NRG Se rv i ces

Gas And Elect r ic

NRG offer afree service for sourcing the most competitive prices for businesses,
and have acomprehensive range of prices for residential customers to save money.

□ 75% of all commissions paid over to the club

For further information call 08451 200270 (local call rate) or fill in the form below and
return to the office at Rochdale Hornets with acopy of the appropriate utility bill.

N a m e

A d d r e s s

Con tac t Number

Interested in
E l e c t r i c G a sTe l e c o m



S P O T L I G H T

N A M E : L a t h a m T a w h a i

B IRTHPLACE: Chr i s tchurch , New Zea land
OCCUPATION: Spor ts Deve lopment O ffice r i n Rochda le

P R E V I O U S C L U B S ?

Doncaster, Huns le t , Ke igh ley

H O N O U R S ?

NFP Champions wi th Hunslet in 1999
World Nines Champions with New Zealand in 1996

M O S T M E M O R A B L E M O M E N T I N T H E G A M E ?

Ihave loads, but beating Australia in the World Nines was awesome.
They had some massive names like Wendell Sailor, Laurie Daley, Andrew
Ettinghausen, Ricky Stuart and were coached by Mai Meninga.

W O R S T M O M E N T I N T H E G A M E ?

Injuries and having to watch from the dugout standing next to Hally.

B I G G E S T I N F L U E N C E O N Y O U R C A R E E R ?

My older brothers! Competing against them in the back yard at ayoung
age forced me to learn the ropes pretty quick. Also watching the Challenge
Cup Final on TV back home made me dream of being aprofessional Rugby
League player in England.

W H O W O U L D Y O U L I K E T O H A V E A ' O N E T O O N E ' W I T H A N D W H A T
W O U L D Y O U A S K T H E M ?

Sky Sports! Could you please sack Eddie and Stevo! Ithink they have to
be the two worst commentators in sport!



R O L L C A L L 2 0 0 1 - 0 2
The following statistics reflect the withdrawal of York Wasps from the NFP

P S u b Tr i e s D g G o a l P t s
12 36

2 2 6 8

S p o n s o r

Mike &Lindsay Owen
T h e M o o r c o c k I n n

M a c k 2

Keith &Sheila Brierley
I n t e r b a k e L i m i t e d

C o w a r d & S o n s , P r i n t e r s

Spot. League of Gentlemen
Mining Solicitors

Tommy Cooper Appre. Soc.

3Richard Agar
Wa r r e n A y r e s

D a m i a n B a l l

Joe Ber ry

Marlon Billy
M a r t i n B u n c e

J a m e s B u n y a n

M a t t C a l l a n d

Sean Coope r

P a u l D a v i d s o n

S t e v e G a r t l a n d

lain Higgins
Andy Ireland
D a v e L a r d e r

M a t t L o n g

Casey Mayberry
Wayne McHugh
M a r l o n M i l l e r

B r e n d a n O ' M e a r a

P a u l O w e n

R i c h a r d P a c h n i u k

D a r r e n R o b i n s o n

Wes Roge rs

Danny Scu l t ho rpe
I a n S i n fi e l d

P a u l S m i t h

David Stephenson
L a t h a m T a w h a i

A n d y Wa l l a c e
D a v e W a t s o n

L e e W i l s o n

Danny Wood

1 3

61 4 7

2 2 4 4 1 6

9 1 6 1 4

3 1 26

5 4 1 4

2 3 9 3 67

3 0 1 5 6 0

3 2 2 1 6 6 4

7 2 82 0 5

2 2 0

C o w a r d & S o n s , P r i n t e r s1 3 2 7 2 8

01

G e d D a v e n p o r t

C o w a r d & S o n s , P r i n t e r s

Ba rba ra Tay lo r

C o w a r d & S o n s , P r i n t e r s

13 12

2 2 8

7 2 8

7 2 8

3 1 4 5 61 5

2 88 2

03

3 2 Ray &Ena Myers
Albany Hotel

E r i c & R i t a A r m i t a g e

1 7 6 8

1 5 6 02 9

11 4 43 1

1 1 1 4

M i k e A s h w o r t h

r o c h d a l e h o r n e t s . c o m

4 C o w a r d & S o n s , P r i n t e r s

N o r t h B u i l d e r s

8Spot. League of Gentlemen
1 23 Hey wood Market Traders

C o w a r d & S o n s , P r i n t e r s

Gary Webster
0 C o w a r d & S o n s , P r i n t e r s

7 10 1 119 279 Rossendale Engineering Ltd.

Up to and inc lud ing Doncaster

1 419 10

3

14 1 0

1 3 5 23 2

22 5 2

2 9 5 1

31

2 86 2

1 2

2 6



N O T I C E B O A R D
P L A Y E R O F T H E Y E A R
Hornets' Captain Matt Calland and Loose Forward Paul Smith have won
the Supporters Club's Player of the Year Award. The joint award was
made recently at the Club's Annual Lunch. The Player of the Year is
selected by votes from supporters who travel to away matches on the
Supporters Club coach, and by the Rugby League Press Ratings for home
m a t c h e s .

M A N O F T H E M A T C H
The Kingston Communications Man of the Match Award against Oldham
w a s a w a r d e d t o P a u l S m i t h .

G O L D E N G A M B L E
The Golden Gamble prize at the Oldham match was £200 and was won
by John McAndrew. Today will see another big prize so don't forget your
t i c k e t .

O F F I C E H O U R S
As the season draws to ac lose may we remind a l l suppor ters tha t the
Club Office/Lot tery Office/Shop wi l l be open as usual .

9 . 0 0 a . m . - 5 . 3 0 p . m .
9 . 0 0 a . m . - 1 2 n o o n

Agents/Col lectors are required for the Saturday Yankee Weekly Draw, to
co l lec t door to door, a t work o r in your loca l pub o r c lub . As a lways
Agents receive 15% Commission, Bonus on Winners, Match Tickets.
Contact Steve Walmsiey or Eric Armitage at the Club or ring 01 706 648004.
The Club needs your help. Thank you.
R O B H A L L B E N E F I T
Thank ing everybody for the suppor t th roughout the year for Rob Hal l ' s
B e n e fi t . A fi n a l fl i n g t o d a y a t h a l f - t i m e w i t h a B U C K E T C O L L E C T I O N .
Thanks for your support.
S P O R T S M A N S D I N N E R
An end of season Sportsmans Evening will take place at The Albany
Hotel, Heywood on Friday, 18th October, 2002, 7.30 p.m. for 8.00 p.m.
All Hornets' players wil l be in attendance and the dinner wil l be followed
by entertainment from Jonathon James. Tickets priced at £20 are available
from Steve Walmsiey and Mart in Hal l .
A B O R I G I N A L T O U R M A T C H
The Aboriginal Development Squad arrive in England on the 17th October
f o r t h e i r 2 0 0 2 t o u r .

They begin their six match tour on SUNDAY, 20th OCTOBER, 2002 here
at Spot land.

L A N C A S H I R E C O U N T Y B A R L A v A U S T R A L I A N A B O R I G I N A L S

Kick -o f f 2 .30 p .m.

M O N D A Y t o F R I D A Y
S A T U R D A Y



The best teamr

e r

Proofers, Shrinkers, Dyers &Finishers.» HC l

c

r r . i . s . i ’ j

H o r n e t s
The British Miilerain Company Limited

Specialist fabrics for fashion, countrywear,
rainwear and outdoor leisurewear.

Belfield Road, Rochdaie, Lancashire OL16 2XA
Telephone: 01706 649242 Fax: 01706 527611

w w w . b r i t i s h m i l l e r a i n . c o m



T H E W H E A T S H E A F
S H O P P I N G C E N T R E

Proudly Supports
R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S

' W -
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CELEBRATING 150 GOLDEN YEARS OF BAKING

Holland's have 150 years' experience of producing aquality
range of pies, puddings SC pasties. As market leaders in the
north west of England within the fresh pie market and the

number three brand nationally in the frozen retail sector, we
have the experience and tradition that you can trust.

Holland's Pies, Baxendem Accrington, Lancashire, BBS 2SA.
Tel: 01706 213591 www.hollandspies.co.uk

All the news

All the gossip
All the latest

Don't get stung!
Reliable car repairs

you can afford.

a-

7

I
/ T h e i n d e p e n d e n t

yT' Rochdale Hornets
i s u p p o r t e r s ' w e b s i t e

nriotomech
0 1 7 0 6 6 3 8 0 0 0
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TO D AY ’ S M AT C H S P O N S O R S

T H E R O C H D A L E O B S E R V E R G R O U P

are pleased to be associated with

today's match

Your Local Newspapers for coverage of
Local Sports

a n d

L o c a l N e w s

N F P F I N A L L E A G U E TA B L E 2 0 0 2
p w D L F o r

0 1156
5 1021

A g s t D i f f P t s
900 5 3
595 4 3
227 3 9
247 3 7
232 3 7
138 3 3

-8 3 3
47 3 1

195 2 9

107 2 9
0 2 6

-51 2 6

37 2 5

H u d d e r s fi e l d G i a n t s

Le igh Centur ions
R o c h d a l e H o r n e t s

Hull Kingston Rovers
F e a t h e r s t o n e R o v e r s

Doncaster Dragons
Batley Bulldogs
W h i t e h a v e n W a r r i o r s
O l d h a m

Dewsbu ry Rams
Workington Town
Sheffield Eagles
B a r r o w R a i d e r s

Keighley Cougars
S w i n t o n L i o n s

Chorley Lynx
H u n s l e t H a w k s
G a t e s h e a d T h u n d e r

2 7 2 6 1 2 5 6
2 7 2 1 1 4 2 6
2 7 1 9 1 7 8 0 9 5 8 2
2 7 1 8 1 8 7 1 5 4 6 8
2 7 1 8 1 8 8 3 6 6 0 4
2 7 1 6 1 1 0 7 4 1 6 0 3
2 7 1 6 1 1 0 6 5 8 6 6 6
2 7 1 5 1 11 6 4 7 6 0 0
2 7 1 3 3 1 1 7 4 8 5 5 3
2 7 1 4 1 1 2 7 2 3 6 1 6
2 7 1 3 0 1 4 6 7 7 6 7 7
2 7 1 3 0 1 4 5 9 7 6 4 8
27 1 2 1 1 4 7 0 7 6 7 0
2 7 7 0 2 0 9 0 6 - 4 1 8

9 1 8 - 4 4 5

9 9 4 - 5 1 7
9 5 4 - 5 1 6

3 3 8 1 1 0 8 - 7 7 0

4 8 8 1 4
2 7 6 1 2 0 4 7 3 1 3
2 7 5 0 2 2 4 7 7 1 0
2 7 3 1 2 3 4 3 8 7
2 7 0 2 61 1



L O O K I N G B A C K T O
4 i n a r o w
Rochdale Hornets and Oldham go into today's fixture having already met 4times
this season. What's more Hornets have won all of those previous encounters.
However, today's game is undoubtedly the most important so far in that the
winners will progress to the next round of play-offs and the losers have the best
part of 5months to contemplate what might have been before the new season
starts up again.

Hornets' derby winning streak started almost 10 months ago back in November
2001 with asolid 27-14 victory in the A. J. Law Cup. They dominated the game
f r o m t h e o u t s e t a n d w e r e w e l l w o r t h t h e i r 1 6 - 2 h a l f - t i m e l e a d . A n u m b e r o f

Hornets' new signings were on parade and three of them, Richard Pachniuk, Matty
Long and Richard Agar (two tries and two goals) opened their scoring account. A
Marlon Billy try, Danny Sculthorpe drop goal and Danny Wood conversion completed
the scoring for Hornets. Oldham's scores came from Brennan and Henare with
Braddish kicking three goals. Perhaps the most poignant memory will be of Pachniuk
picking up the Karl Marriott Memorial Trophy for his man of the match performance.
"Pach" had played alongside Marriott on several occasions in his first spell at the
c l u b .

By contrast to atrophy that has been in existence for over 80 years, the next
fixture between the two sides was in the inaugural Buddies National Cup on 29th
March. This was to prove to be the first of aseries of tight contests with Hornets
scraping home 14-13 in front of 2,096 fans. Tries from Sean Cooper and Matt
Calland plus Danny Wood's 3goals proved to be enough to see Hornets scrape
home. Oldham's scores came through McNicholas. ARoden drop goal and Braddish
(4 goals). In ascript that was to repeat itself later in the season alate Danny
Wood goal put Hornets in front in the dying minutes of agame that Oldham
probab ly thought they wou ld hang on to .

The only game to have been played on Oldham's turf resulted in a28-24 victory
for Hornets. The key period was asix minute spell early in the second half when
Hornets scored three tries through Paul Owen (two) and Matt Calland. Hornets'
other scorers were Warren Ayres and lain Higgins with Danny Wood kicking 4
goals. At one time Hornets appeared to be coasting but late tries from Brennan
and David Gibbons set up agrandstand finale. Oldham's other scores came from
Barber and Campbell (two), Brennan kicked two goals. Biggest disappointment
was that acrowd of only 1,050 witnessed the mid week game.
The most recent match on 18th August was another pulsating affair. Played in
part during atorrential downpour both sides enjoyed spells of dominance and the
lead. Oldham fought back from 10-4 down to hold a10-17 lead at half-time and
even with aconverted Paul Smith try against them, looked capable of holding out.
Adisputed penalty for offside provided the turning point, giving Danny Wood the
chance to slot along range kick and secure the valuable two points for Hornets.
Hornets' other scores came from Mayberry and Pachniuk with Ayres kicking 2
goals. Oldham's scorers were Goddard, Doran and Barber (2 goals and one drop
goa l ) .

And so today's fifth instalment. Hornets will start favourites, but if the closeness
of this season's results are anything to go by home advantage and higher league
placing will have little bearing on the outcome. For many Hornets fans victory
today will go alittle way towards erasing the memory of last years play-off defeat.
L e t b a t t l e c o m m e n c e .
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Complete Solutions provider.

W e o w n t h e n e t w o r k .

! Highly Resilient Service.

I Network Monitoring, 24 hours a
day, 7days aweek .

' Maximum four hours fault repair
t i m e f o r N e t w o r k f a u l t s .

Named account manager.

.i
I

To find out more call us on the number below.

0 8 0 0 1 3 8 6 0 0 0■ I I

Alternatively email us on:

kingston.inbusiness@kcom.comi

Kingston
inbusiness

i
/)

C o m m u n i c a t i o n s a t w o r k/Kingston inbusiness is adivision of Kingston Communications (HULL) pic.
/



T H E P L A Y - O F F S
The path to the Grand Final is mapped out below.
Final NFP League standings determine who has home advantage in any
particular Match.

15th September ELIMINATION SEMI-FINALS
H u l l 1 1 V 1 9 O l d h a m

F e a t h e r s t o n e 4 2 v 1 4 W h i t e h a v e n

D o n c a s t e r 1 4 v 2 7 B a t l e y
Huddersfield, Leigh and Rochdale -byes

22nd September PRELIMINARY SEMI-FINALS
H u d d e r s fi e l d v L e i g h

(Winner to Grand Final, loser to Major Semi-Final)
R o c h d a l e v O l d h a m

F e a t h e r s t o n e v B a t l e y
(Winners to Minor Semi-Final, losers el iminated)

29th September MINOR SEMI-FINAL
W i n n e r M a t c h E v W i n n e r M a t c h F

(Winner to Major Semi-Final, loser eliminated)
5 t h O c t o b e r M A J O R S E M I - F I N A L

L o s e r M a t c h D v W i n n e r M a t c h G
(Winner to Grand Final, loser el iminated)
1 2 t h O c t o b e r G R A N D F I N A L - a t W i d n e s

W i n n e r M a t c h D v W i n n e r M a t c h H

M a t c h A -
M a t c h B -
M a t c h C -

M a t c h D -

M a t c h E -
M a t c h F -

M a t c h G -

M a t c h H -

R O C H D A L E H O R N E T S C L U B S H O P - P r i c e L i s t
A g e 6 - 1 4
M e d - X X L

£ 3 2 . 9 5
£ 3 9 . 9 5
£ 4 9 . 9 9
£ 1 8 . 0 0
£ 2 5 . 0 0
£ 1 2 . 0 0

£ 1 7 . 0 0
£ 3 1 . 5 0
£ 1 2 . 0 0

£ 4 . 9 9
£ 1 5 . 0 0

£ 3 . 0 0
£ 1 . 9 5
£ 2 . 5 0
£ 3 . 5 0
£ 0 . 5 0
£ 2 . 5 0
£ 2 . 5 0
£ 6 . 0 0

Replica Shirts

B a s e b a l l J a c k e t s
S w e a t s h i r t s

Jogging Suits
P o l o S h i r t s

M e d - X L

A g e 3 - 1 2
M e d - X L

M e d - X LF l e e c e J a c k e t s
E m b r o i d e r e d S h i r t s
W o o l l e n H a t s
Umbro Warm-up Swea te rs

Enamel Badges
C a r S t i c k e r s

Mugs (s tandard)
Mugs (large)
P e n s
Mini Rugby Balls
Laser Key Rings
T i e s

Large



D O C K E R S
O F F I C E

S U P P L I E S

L A N E B O T T O M
C O - O P

Ogden, Newhey, Tel: 01706 847097

Full Carpet
Fitting Service M O U N T S T R E E T

R O C H D A L E
O L 2 6 T E

T E L . 0 1 7 0 6 - 6 4 7 1 2 6
F A X . 0 1 7 0 6 - 3 4 2 0 9 0

HOUSE
FURNISHERS

Beds ■Mattresses ●Electrical Items

Suites ■Dining Sets ■Showroom
Available for viewing
●Plus much more ●

Agreat deal of choice
A g r e a t d e a l o f v a l u e
Agreat deal for you

C P M P U T E R
R e p a i r
R e n t r e

ROCHDALE
BUSINESS
MACHINES R O C H D A L E ’ S

N o . 1 F o r
P C S A L E S
R E P A I R S

U P G R A D E S
C O M P O N E N T S

C O N S U M A B L E S
Yo u r L o c a l S u p p l i e r t o ;
H O M E & B U S I N E S S U S E R S

S C H O O L S & C O L L E G E S

L O C A L A U T H O R I T I E S

2 0 0 Y O R K S H I R E S T R E E T, R O C H D A L E
Opposite Joseph Parr DIY (Alco) Ltd

For sales &service of
all office equipment unmuuiLL,

,II1 ■  T » i ■■■ I I « » I f r r I

3Oldham Road
Rochda le 0L161UA

Tel: (01706) 659151
Fax: (01706) 657815

T e l : 0 1 7 0 6 - 6 5 5 0 7 5



O L D H A M
Ta n g e r i n e & B l a c k

G a v i n D O D D

H O R N E T S
B l u e , R e d & W h i t e

1 . P a u l O W E N 1 .

M a r k S I B S O N2 .2 . S e a n C O O P E R

3. Anthony GIBBONS

4 . J o n G O D D A R D

B r e n d a n O ' M E A R A3 .

M a t t C A L L A N D4 .

J o e M c N I C H O L A SCasey MAYBERRY

Danny WOOD

L a t h a m T A W H A I

5 .5 .

G a r e t h B A R B E R6 .6 .

7 . N e i l R O D E N7 .

8 . S t e v e M O L L O Y8 . M a t t L O N G

9 . J o h n H O U G H9 . W a r r e n A Y R E S

1 0 . J a s o n C L E G G1 0 . D a v i d S T E P H E N S O N

1 1 . L e e D O R A N1 1 . J a m e s B U N Y A N

1 2 . B r y a n H E N A R E1 2 . D a m i e n B A L L

1 3 . D a v e G I B B O N S1 3 . P a u l S M I T H

1 4 . K e i t h B R E N N A N14. Andy WALLACE

1 5 . l a i n H I G G I N S 1 5 . G a v i n J O H N S O N

1 6 . W i l l C O W E L LW e s R O D G E R S1 6 .

17. Danny GUESTJ o e B E R R Y1 7 .

M A T C H O F F I C I A L S

Referee: Mr. J . K ing

Touch Judges: Mr. R. J. Stokes, Mr. R. Stevenson
R e s e r v e R e f e r e e : M r . P. B e n t h a m

Today 's Masco ts a re : -
LOUISE PICKUP Aged 11

BRADLEY CALLAND Aged 4and AMIE JANE CALLAND Aged 5.

MATCH COMMISSIONER: Mr. P. C rash ley



t w o p l a y e r s
that deserve atry this season

f o r d k a c o l l e c t i o n
1 . 3 i 3 d r

●cd player

● e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

●central locking

● leather steering wheel

£ 7 , 9 9 5

n e w f o r d f o c u s z e t e c
1 . 6 i 1 6 v 3 d r

●cd player

●alloy wheels

●remote central locking

● e l e c t r i c w i n d o w s

£ 1 1 , 7 4 5

northern ford dealers -official sponsors of the northern ford premiership

c a l l 0 8 4 5 7 111 8 8 8 f o r y o u r l o c a l f o r d d e a l e r

K




