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Leigh Centurions

David Alstead
Michael Watts
Dale Cardoza
Damian Munro
Eric Andrews
John Duffy
Lee Sanderson
Sonny Nickle
Paul Rowley
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Oldham

Gavin Dodd
Joe McNicholas
Paul Anderson
lan Marsh

Chris Irwin
Gareth Barber
Neil Roden
Steve Molloy
John Hough
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David Bradbury
Shaun Richardson
Bryan Henare Lee Doran
Adam Bristow Phil Farrell
Rob Ball 14 Simon Svabic
John Hamilton 15 Martin McLoughlin
Phil Kendrick 16 Danny Guest
Pat Weisner 17 Will Cowell
Referee: Mr P Tabener

Touch Judges: Mr D Mallalieu & Mr P Taylor
4th Official: Mr P Bentham
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Darren Shaw
Chris Morley
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Arriva Trains Cup - 19th January 2003 Kick Off 3 00pm
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LEADBANK IS A FANTASTIC LEAD GENERATING AND CUSTOMER RELATIONS.
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM THAT TURNS YOUR WEBSITE INTO A REAL SALES

TOOL

FOR MORE INFO CALL TODAY ON 01253 860060

Don’t forget to visit

www.leighrl.co.uk
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Programme Sponsor
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Specialist manufacturers of corrugated cardboard products
for packaging, POS display, promotional use etc.

Telephone 01942 601011 or 01942 601012 } . 4 Gty
info@leighton-packaging.co.uk = . Mceonalld's
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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

FROM ONE GREAT TEAM TO ANOTHER!

Heather House 473 Warrington Road, Culcheth, Warrington WA3 5QU

Telephone: 01925 761600

Check out the Official Leigh Centurions website

For all the latest information including:
e Match Details * Ticket Information * Club History *
* Player Details * Youth Development °

For all the latest match action

.

(g
ﬁ,?dﬂ llm !*i qu Mim Wy J}i dﬂmﬂ@ Y(H 8

gent (Leigh) Ltd.

Painting & Decorating Contractors

Telephone:

73 Twist Lane, Leigh, Lancashire. WN7 4DW




May we kick off by introducing ourselves to you, the
Consortium currently consists of Phil Coffey, Derek
Beaumont, Steve Blakeley, Steve Grainey, Steve Pike,
Tommy Coleman and Keith Freer.

Each member is totally committed to putting Leigh
Centurions onto a sound financial footing and to provide the
funds to present the town with a match winning team that is
going to lift the interest in our Club to the heady days of
5,000 plus crowds. At this stage can we say that the
response over Christmas to our take-over has been magnifi-
cent, season ticket and replica shirt sales etc have been
excellent and we hope this will continue throughout the
season.

The coaching and playing staff have our full support,
Paul is bringing to the Club players he wants and we back
his judgement to put an unbeatable outfit onto the Park.
Lets all look forward to a great season, do keep checking
our Web Site and remember any suggestions are more than
welcome.

On a final note you may be aware we have recently
incorporated the brand ‘The Coliseum’ to Hilton Park. This
purely a marketing ploy to be expanded in the future and is
in no way intended to be disrespectful to the late Jack
Hilton. The official title is The Coliseum At Hilton Park and
we still entertain our sponsors in the Hilton Suite. We will
always remember and be in great debt to those great ser-
vants and founders of the club like Jack Hilton (God rest his
soul).

VOUCHER

#1 (v Oldham)
20/1/2003

Guarantees ticket allocation
prior to general sale

 MATCH

LEIGH CENTURIONS CLUB HONOURS

Championship Winners 1905-06 e Division One Championship
Winners 1981-82 e Division Two Championship Winners
1977-78, 1985-88, 1988-89 # Challenge Cup Winners 1920-21
1970-71  Lancashire Cup Winners 1952-53, 1955-58, 1970-71,
1981-82 # Lancashire Cup Beaten Finalists 1905-08,
1909-10,1920-21, 1922-23, 1949-50, 1951-52, 1963-64,
1969-70 * BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Winners 1969-70,1972-73
BBC2 Floodlit Trophy Beaten Finalists 1967-68, 1976-77

N.EP League Champions 2001 e N.F.P Grand Final Runners-Up
2000, 2002 * Trans-Pennine Cup Winners 2001

MATCH RECORDS Goals: 15 by Mick Stacey v Doncaster 28/3/76
Tries: 6 by Jack Wood v York 4/10/47 & Neil Turley v Workington
31/1/01 Points: 38 by John Woods v Ryedale York 12/1/92 e
WORLD RECORD Tries in a season by a Full Back: 55 by Neil
Turley 2000-01 « SEASON RECORDS Goals: 173 by Chris
Johnson 1985-88 Tries: 55 by Neil Turley 2000-01 Points: 400 by
Chris Johnson 1985-88 » CAREER RECORDS Goals: 1,043 by
Jim Ledgard 1948-58 Tries: 189 by Mick Martyn 1954-67:
Points: 2,492 by John Woods 1976-85,1990-92 RECORD
APPEARANCES 503 by Albert Worrall 1921-35, 1936-38
BIGGEST WIN 92-2 v Keighley 30/4/86
HIGHEST ATTENDANCE 31,224 v St Helens 14/3/53

LEIGH CENTURIONS CLUB OFFICIALS

Hon. Life President: Mr T Sale
Executive Directors: Mr P Coffey, Mr D Beaumont, Mr S Blakeley
Directors: Mr S Blakeley, Mr K Freer, Mr S Grainey, Mr S Pike
Company Secretary: Mr J Massey
Head Coach & General Manager: Mr P Terzis
Operations Manager: Mr M Callaghan
The views expressed in this programme are not necessarily
those of Leigh Centurions RLFC or the Directors

Sporting Club Leigh, The Coliseum at Hilton Park, Kirkhall Lane,
Leigh, Lancashire WN7 1RN
Tel: (01942) 743743 Fax: (01942) 768856
www.leighrl.co.uk
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replica shirts now available.

|
| Leigh Centurions 2003 home and away
i Adults £45 i

Childrens £39

Home Away

Super-LEIGH 2000

Guarantees 13 Weekly Prizes

NOT ONE BUT TWO

LiLkLuu

Collectors are required in ALL areas
If you are interested in joining our team of collectors
please contact the address below

For details regarding 2000 contact:

Hilton Park Society, Kirkhall Lane, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 1RH
Tel: 01942 768861 - Fax: 01942 768856 E-mail: s12000@Ileigh-rugbyleague.freeserve.co.uk
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YOUR ONE STOP SHOP
C & H Bars Ltd. FOR ALL YOUR PVCu NEEDS

{ Windows Doors
NOW @ THE COLISEUM I

Conservatories

Available for all your Special Functions including: %
Birthdays / Weddings / Christenings / Christmas Parties g
/

Highest quality Profile 22 Windows

High secunty Vale claw locking Profile 22 COrﬁbined with
Profile 22 Doors

Ultraframe Roofs

To find out more please contact Margaret Wood
Telephone: 01942 743743
Mobile: 07766 404549

Porches Decking Flat Roofs

-
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The Coliseum at Hilton Park, Kirkhall Lane, Leigh, Lancashire, WN7 1RN
Telephone: 01942 743743 Fax: 01942 768856

Replaced or built from scratch‘ PVCu Fire Rated Non Slide Decking Sarnafil PVC Membrane, Titanium
& Ballistrades

coated BBA approved 25 years

Canopies Roofline

Caravan Deckmg

{ Cheshire Catering },

¥

ow canopies

supplied and fitted  The 'a‘:;';ﬁ;geiani‘:?";':igg;me" See msnielurthe best pceszl"r;"t-(.n';l.n
In proud Association with Leigh RMI & Leigh Centurions ‘FVOW‘ Gy Em and Faiy dees aPPV(Wed company

We cater for every Occasion
Large or Small, give us a call

for a no obligation quote f, 9 D @ & ROOﬂme Products 0 1 942 6 8 1 842

F Visit our showroom and trade counter
()

-
Weddings, Christenings, Special Birthdays, Sportsmans / Ladies Dinners, . @ Unit 6 Acorn B"S\l,m:f centr:, :c:’?\‘, chr:eButts St, Leigh @
Office Parties, seasonal Events_, Banquets & Balls, Reunions, www.ab:fvinléf) \(/)v s r‘:d ro% flilne.co.uk P
Theme Night Dinner Parfies, Garden Parties and Bar-ba-ques, plus many more. *Licensed credit broker. Written details on request. Subject to status. Finance available i
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We are proud installers to the following players:
Dave Bradbury, Phil Kendrick, Paul Rowley, Gareth Price and Tommy Martyn



This afternoon we welcome players, officials and supporters to
the Colosseum at Hilton Park.

After taking the coaching reigns in the middle of last season
Steve Molloy steadied his side and guided them into National
League One. The good news continued over the close season with
the club returning to play at Boundary Park after a year in exile at
Ashton United's cosy Hurst Cross surroundings. Like many sides,
the Roughyeds have recruited, bringing seven new faces into their
squad.

After being released by the Centurions in October, Chris Morley,
Paul Anderson, Simon Svabic and Chris Irwin all became Oldham
players and it is somewhat ironic that the draw for the opening
round of the Arriva Trains Cup pairs the two clubs, giving three of
those players a great opportunity to show why they should still be
here at the Colosseum.

The Roughyeds other new recruits include:

Darren Shaw - An experienced Australian forward who has
played for Sheffield, London and Salford during his time in this
country. He can play in the second row or at prop and featured in
15 and 9 games for Salford and London respectfully last season.

Martin McLoughlin - Formerly of Wigan, 22 year old McLoughlin
played 25 games last season for Barrow, scoring five tries.
McLoughlin is a player who will mainly be utilised in the front row.

lain Marsh - Another recruit from Barrow, Marsh appeared in
33 games for the Craven Park outfit last season, scoring 13 tries.
Prior to his spell in Cumbria, Marsh played for Salford and St
Helens and is a centre by trade.

The players that have moved from Oldham include one of our
signings in Bryan Henare, twin brothers Dave and Anthony Gibbons
and last season’s top try scorer Mark Sibson. Despite the loss of
this firepower and consistency, the Roughyeds can still call upon
Neil Roden, one of the top halfbacks in the competition and the
highly promising Gareth Barber who totalled 18 tries, 81 goals and
233 points in all competitions last season.

Last season Oldham and Leigh met on two occasions, the first
game here at Leigh saw the Centurions play some excellent rugby
to secure a 46-12 victory. Neil Turley was the Leigh hero with a try
hat-trick and nine goals.

A much closer game followed in July when new Roughyed
Simon Svabic was the hero with a late try for Leigh. Oldham gave a

dogged display in which Bryan Henare, John Hough and Neil
Roden were top performers in a 22-26 defeat.

If today’s game is half as good as the last one between the
sides we are all in for a good afternoon!

Roughyed Simon Svabic in action for Lelgh last season

Paul Anderson - One of four players snapped up from Leigh
Centurions. Originally a forward, Paul played for St. Helens and
Sheffield Eagles before the then Hilton Park boss lan Millward took
him to Leigh - and converted him to centre. Big and strong, Paul
has signed a one year deal with the Roughyeds.

Gareth Barber - 21 year old Oldham born half back or centre who
was reared on rugby with his best pal, the Leeds and GB loose for-
ward, Kevin Sinfield. When Sinfield signed for Leeds, Barber signed
for Warrington, but returned home to Oldham for the start of the
2000-1 season. Played for the NFP under 21's at Widnes in the
autumn of 2001. Became a regular last season and took on goal
kicking responsibilities.

Jason Clegg - Former Bradford (Northern, not Bulls) forward who
has had five good seasons with Oldham. Powerful on the break, he
is a favourite with Oldham supporters and regularly picks up the
Junior Roughyeds Player of the Year award. Has relished the com-
petition for prop places since Steve Molloy became coach.

Will Cowell - A 22 year old who has played at Warrington. This
Cumbrian utility back is equally at home at full-back, wing or cen-
tre. Played 18 Super League games for the Wolves after signing
from Kells, the Whitehaven amateur club. Recommended to
Oldham by former Wolves boss Daryl van de Velde, Will kick start-
ed his NFP career with the Roughyeds last season and promises
much for the future.

Gavin Dodd - A local player. A wing or full-back, 21 year old Gavin
has played for the NFP's under 21’s. He made the full-back position
his own towards the end of last season and will be eager to contin-
ue his development this season. Either at full-back or as a lively
winger he knows where the try lineis.

Lee Doran - Another young player in whom Oldham have a lot of
confidence. A Wiganer, Les has worked his way through the
Oldham Academy and Alliance sides and last season made the
second row spot his own. A great prospect for the future and the
Roughyeds are looking for a big season from Lee. Has previously
shown up well in the NFP under 21 side against their Super League
counterparts.

Phil Farrell - Younger brother of Wigan and GB ace Andy Farrell. In
his first three seasons at the club has a remarkable record of con-
sistency. Unfortunately had a couple of injuries last season that
sidelined him for some time. Now back to full fitness he is raring to
go for the new season. Played for the NFP under 21 side against
their Super League counterparts in 2001.

John Hough - The first player ever to sign for his hometown club
when they were re-formed way back in 1997. Before the start of the
2000 season, ‘Scruff’ had played 87 of the clubs 90 matches and
scored 62 tries, a phenominal record for a hooker. He didn't enjoy
one of his better seasons in 2001, but a change of job, and less
travelling, saw him back to his best in 2002. The first player again
this season to sign a new two year contract.

lan Marsh - A big lad who was at Barrow last season, lan hails
from St. Helens. He spent several seasons with Salford City Reds
before moving North to Craven Park where last season he forged a
regular centre partnership with Kiwi Cliff Beverley. The Roughyeds
have put a good deal of emphasis in their new signings on strength
and physique. Marsh fits the bill more than admirably.

Joe McNicholas - One of the original 1997 Roughyeds, wingman
Joe made a first team spot his own mid way through the 2000/1
season and went on to score 8 tries in 14 consecutive appear-
ances. Fast off the mark, good on his feet and always gives 110%.

Steve Molloy - Local lad Steve had been playing for Batley on a
short-term contract after leaving Huddersfield. A strong prop for-
ward and ex captain of England, Steve’s other previous clubs are
Featherstone and Sheffield. After accepting the role of player-
coach when John Harbin left, Steve guided the Roughyeds to safe-
ty to ensure National League One rugby this season. Has recently
signed a new contract to stay on as player coach.

Chris Morley - Elder brother of Adrian, the Sydney City Roosters
and GB pack star. Like Anderson, Chris has also played previously
for St. Helens, Sheffield and Leigh as well as Warrington. A tough
and experienced back row forward; he has also played several
times for Wales. Is relishing the challenge of a new club with
Super League ambitions.

Neil Roden - A clever half-back who joined Oldham from Wigan,
with Phil Farrell. Has only missed a couple of games since. Can
play at stand off or scrum half and was a key figure in the
Roughyeds’ run through to the NFP Grand Final a couple of sea-
sons ago. He is sure to be a regular performer in the long and test-
ing 2003 campaign.

Darren Shaw - One of the most experienced forwards in the
English game, Aussie born Darren, has played most of his rugby
league in this country - at London Broncos, Sheffield, Castleford
and Salford. He played second-row for the Eagles of Steel City
when they beat Wigan 17-8 at Wembley in one of the Challenge

Cup’s biggest upsets in 1998.
9—-




® 240 Ltr to 1100 Ltr Wheelie Bins

¢ 2 Cu Yards to10.5 Cu Yards Front End Loader Fel Containers
* Skips from 3 Cu Yards to 8 Cu Yards

* 16 Cu Yards Chain Operated Containers

e Roll On Off Containers from 20 Cu Yards to 40 Cu Yards

® 14 Cu Yards & 35 Cu Yard Compactor Containers

1 Industrial & Commercial
Memberships start at £1.91 per week Waste Management

* Ladies Only Gym * Swimming Pool * Toning Tables ¢ 5 T
* Martial Arts * Saunas * Self Defence * Sunbeds ° SpeﬂallStS
Why not have a free trial? Hazardous Waste

Non-hazardous Waste

Food & Chemical Waste
Telephone: 01942 746800 J oo tonterus e
p i . Flexible Contracts Available
Body Image Fitness Centre - Swan Lane - Hindley Green - Wigan - WN2 4HD b Nationwide Service
Registered Waste Transfer

Station & Recycling Plant

COOKE & COMPANY] i FREE Site Appraisals

Competitive Rates

e N e s
®eeceesesensessssesssscsssesccsnnes

ESTATE AGENTS,
LAND AGENTS
& AUCTIONEERS

BLAKELEY'S

Half Price hair cut only
on any Tuesday or Wednesday
throughout the 2003 season

Bring this advert to claim your discount

Junction Works,
Bickershaw Lane,
Abram, Near Wigan,

FREEPHONQE Lancashire, WN2 5TB

o £48 R | B FreepHoNE
f ) atl(: O ‘ j Fairclough House, 51, Lord Street,
/ Leigh, Lancashire WN7 1BY ’f
Tel: (01942) 603000 Fax: (01942) 603442

iR Sl UBlE.-8Fe2by Email: cookandcompany@talk21.com
maill: I ¢ 3
TOF AT LIS Website: cookc\n(llco:\ hany.co.uk
14 West Bridgewater Street, Leigh, Lancashire b i 5 SO




NEWS of the RFLs plans to consider fast-tracking
a leading French team into Super League as early as
next season should be met with alarm, not only here
at Hilton Park, but at all other National League clubs
who aspire to join the game’ elite division.

A heavyweight RFL delegation, including Richard
Lewis and David Waite, spent last weekend in the
south of France (not bad work if you can get it) meet-
ing the Super League hopefuls Toulouse, UTC and
Villeneuve.

By all accounts the British delegation returned
very impressed with the business plans presented by
the French club and although they admitted there
were three diverse proposals, the Super League
clubs are due to chew over the idea this week.

But hang on a minute. Is this French ‘revolution’
something we should be rushing towards? | think not.

What message does this send.out to clubs outside
Super League who aspire to win promotion to the
highest level. If a French club is re-admitted to Super
League for 2004, does it mean that this year’s National
League Division One Grand Final will be denied the
right to move up? The response from HQ when asked
that question has been deafening.

Before the RFL rushes off lemming-like to give
Super League a ‘European’ element National League

Clubs should be consulted and have an input into any

decision-making. In theory they are all potential
Super League clubs and deserve to have their voices
heard.

Is the RFL a democracy or dictatorship. We'll soon
find out.

We rugby journalists are supposed to be objective.
But when it comes to beating the Aussies (at any-
thing) you can stuff your objectivity.

You can keep your tied series against the Kiwis in
the autumn, the most significant results for years
came later when Great Britain’s Academy side turned
the previously invincible Australian Schoolboys over
not once, but twice.

The 2-0 series win Britain’s first victories in over 30
years of trying shows that perhaps we are closing the

gap at junior level.

We should be shouting out from the roof-tops after
these results. Just look at the long list of players who
have tried and failed to beat the Aussies at this level
and gone on to have long international careers. That
must make this bunch of players particularly special
and I, for one, can’t wait to see their careers blossom.

Congratulations to

John Andrews of Atherton, 87 on Saturday

He has watched Leigh for 80 years

Here we are at the start of what promises to be a great
season for the Centurions in the new era of ‘Sporting Club
Leigh’. A brand new kit manufactured by Australian sports
company ISC has created a lot of interest. We have
secured a shirt sponsorship deal with local company
Tangent Ltd based on Twist Lane.

Firstly, have you ever wondered what it is like to travel
on the team coach? Well if you have the Centurions have
devised a package giving you the chance to travel with the
team to away games. The package includes:

* Sponsorship of the 1st team coach.

*You and a guest to travel on the 1st team coach.

* Preview of the away dressing.

* You will receive two boardroom passes for the fixture.
» After the game you will you will mingle with the players
and directors of both teams before boarding the coach
back to The Coliseum.

The cost of this unique sponsorship is £ 350 inc VAT,

What about your favourite player, we have devised a
package that will appeal to any supporter. The Player
Sponsorship package consists of:

* A signed Centurions shirt by your sponsored player.

* Personalised photograph of you and the player.

» Certificate of appreciation.

* Match day PA announcements if squad player selected.
* Recognition in match day programme.

A chance to use your player for two promotions

(on dates to be mutually agreed with club).

The cost of this sponsorship is £ 350 + VAT

Mascot for the Day (see right)

For our younger supporter, how would you like to be
mascot for the day, meeting the players, and leading them
out onto the field. For each fixture this season we will be
holding a free draw for one lucky boy and girl to be mas-
cots. All you have to do is write into Mike Callaghan at the
club with your name age, address and telephone number.
All you will need is the home kit on sale in the shop, and be

14 years or under.

For further details please contact Mike Callaghan
Telephone 01942 743743 or
e-mail: commercialsales@Ileighrl.co.uk

| also would like to welcome to the Coliseum our match
day sponsors:
Main Match Sponsor

Reg. No. 194613

Paul S Littlewood

Pluming & Heating Engineer
Programme Sponsor

WINDOWS

& Roofline Products

Match Ball Sponsor

@ WATERFIELDS

Bakers of Quality




¢) Learndirect

@ Wigan & Leigh Learning Hub
Sponsors of Leigh Centurions

Offer Leigh supporters the opportunity to take advantage of our many
FREE courses at our hi-tech learning centres in Leigh.

Courses include: = Computer Skills * Skills For Life ©

* Business And Management * Fork Lift Truck Operations

Freephone
0800 073 8403

Simply take this voucher into either the Railway Road or Marshall Street Campus,
sign up for a course and claim a FREE Learndirect mug. Easy.

Free Courses, Free Advice, Freephone 0800 073 8403

SKODA FABIA & OCTAVIA

CONSISTENT AWARD WINNERS
QUALITY ° VALUE - PERFORMANCE * 4 X 4
COMPARE OUR COMPLETE RANGE
TEST DRIVE & PART EXCHANGE A PLEASURE

with the purchase of a Big Mac™
or a McChicken™ Sandwich
Offer valid until end of November 2003

Valid only at McDonald’s Restaurants Ltd,
15-17 Bradshawgate, Leigh.

This voucher entities you to free Large Fries when you purchase a
Big Mac or McChicken Sandwich. Not to be used In conjunction with
any other offer. Limit one offer per person, per visit. McDonald's to
retain this voucher Subject to avallability. Cash value 0 001p

e,

ALL SKODA PRICES INCLUDE
* 3 Year Unlimited Mileage Warranty °
* 3 Years AA Cover °
* 3 Years Free Servicing °

Johnny Knowles Bookmakers

Your local bookmaker supporting Leigh Centurions
and giving you an “In Stadium” betting facility

Find us at the Hilton Park scoreboard.
Leigh Office 01942 604589

Offering You A

FREE
£1 BET

TO BE PLACED ON
TODAY’S GAME

Voucher to handed into
office, stating your bet

This voucher entitles you to a FREE £1 BET

Cash value 0.001p

on a betting slip.

on todays game. Not to be used in conjunction
with any other offer. One voucher per person, per
visit, Johnny Knowles to retain this voucher. §

* Full on The Road Package °

THE PARKSIDE GARAGE

NEW CARS @ PEABODY STREET, BOLTON
‘ TEL 01204 520538

USED CARS @ BRIDGEMAN STREET, BOLTON
TEL 01204 559800

e




Welcome back to Hilton Park for the new season.

Whata dramatic few weeks its been off the field. But
now the consortium has taken control at Hilton Park | can
only see this great club going from strength to Astreng:tFWe
have all started to work together.and at the moment their is
a great buzz of excitement both on and off the field.

ager, it's something | did a little of.when | first arrived and
it's something I'm keen to continue. With a supportive board
of directors, we can now continue to lay the foundations for
a successful future for this club. Of course while all the
takeover talk was going on, the coaching staff and the play-
ers had to try and get on with pre-season preparation as
well as we could. We put the boardroom problems out of
our minds and have prepared really well.

A lot of players who were with us last season have
.moved on - that's how it is in this game, nothing stays the
same. We wish every single one of them all the best but I've
got to say I'm more than happy with the quality of player

Health

Products

Off the pitch I'm really enjoying the role of.general man-

we've managed to recruit. Players like Sonny Nickle, Sean
Richardson, Pat Weisner and Bryan Henare will be key fig-
resforus this'season but I'm expecting big things from

_every player as we push hard again for the Grand Final and
Super League.

I've no doubt at all that this season is going to be
tougher than any of the others. There are no ‘soft’ games in
our division any more. Each match will pose it's own chal-
lenge. That's how it should be. The players respond better
when faced with better quality opposition.

Although the league programme doesn't start until
Easter, the Arriva Trains National Cup looks a better compe-
tition than last year's Buddies Cup. Just a look at the teams
in our group indicates that it's going to be very competitive.

Enjoy today’s game and don‘t forget to join me and the
players in the Mick Martyn Bar later for the after-match
awards. See you there.

Achieve Optimal

& Wealth With

www.leighrl.co.uk

2003 Leigh Centurions Fixtures

Date Fixture Kick Off Competition
19th Jan Oldham Home 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
25th Jan Locamotiv Moscow Home 7.30pm TXU Energi Challenge Cup
2nd Feb Swinton Away 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
9th Feb 4th Rd 3.00pm TXU Energi Challenge Cup
16th Feb Salford Home 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
23rd Feb Chorley Home 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
2nd March 5th Rd 3.00pm TXU Energi Challenge Cup
9th March Rochdale Away 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
16th March Oldham * Away 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
23rd March Swinton Home 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
30th March Salford Away 3.00pm Arriya Trains Cup
6th April Chorley Away 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup
13th April Rochdale Home 3.00pm Arriva Trains Cup._
18th April Hull KR Away 6.00pm National League One e
21st April Whitehaven Home 3.00pm National League One > \.\
4th May Batley Away 3.00pm National League One
11th May Featherstone Home 3.00pm National League One
18th May Quarter Final TBA 3.00pm National Leagtre Cup
25th May Oldham Away 3.00pm National League One
1st June Doncaster Home 3.00pm National League One"
8th June Semi Final : TBA 3.00pm National League Cup
15th June Dewsbury Away 3.00pm National League One
22nd June Salford Home 3.00pm National League One
29th June Hull KR Home 3.00pm National League One {
6th July Final TBA 3.00pm National League Cup
13th July Rochdale Away 3.00pm National League One
20th July Whitehaven ™ Away 3.00pm National League One
27th July Batley Home 3.00pm National League One
3rd August Featherstone Away 3.00pm National League One
10th August Oldham e 3.00pm National League One
17th August Doncaster Away ™ 3.00pm National League One
24th August Dewsbury Home 3.00pm National League One
31st August Salford Away 3.00pm National League One
7th September Rochdale Home 3.00pm National League One
“14th,21st & 28th Sept”  Play Offs TBA 3.00pm National League One
5th Oct Grand Final TBA TBA National League One
G. Fairclough & Son - Official supplier of the finest, freshest fruit to Leigh Centurions.
Located in the Leigh Indoor Market.




EDWATERS

quality and care

GOOD LUCK TO THE
LEIGH CENTURIONS

FOR THE 2003 SEASON
FROM ALL AT

THE REDWATERS GROUP

TEL: 01942 678455
FAX: 01942 674866

CAVAN HOUSE, ELLESMERE STREET, LEIGH, LANCASHIRE. WN7 4LQ
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Lots of uncertainty, board-room changes, adminis-
tration, new kit, released, retained and new players -
it can only be a close season at Leigh Centurions!

| wonder if anyone has thought of making a soap
opera based on a rugby league club, forget Dream
Team, if it's drama you are after, tune into Glebe
Street enders! In all seriousness, like many Leigh
fans, | thought it was a great Christmas after the
announcement that the consortium has taken over
the running of the club. Weeks prior when the Leigh
Reporter screamed “Oh no, not again” from the front
cover, | had that natural sinking feeling before reality
and optimism kicked in again.

The mood at the club has changed and in my opin-
ion for the better. With Mike Callaghan, Paul Terzis
and the Directors working hard behind the scenes we
look set for what will be a challenging, yet enjoyable
season.

This new feel good factor is sweeping over the
Internet and | think it's great that we now have a
board in place that is willing to answer fans questions
in such an open way - long may it continue!

Id like to welcome all our new players to the club
and it's great that we can also welcome back Alan
Hadcroft and Michael Watts.

| am delighted that the season is back, although
I've really enjoyed watching our local amateur sides
Leigh East and Leigh Miners Rangers. One of the best
games |'ve seen in ages took place at Grasmere
Street a few weeks ago when Halifax side Siddal, rid-
ing high in the conference came up against Leigh
East.

Heading into the final five minutes, Siddal held a
commanding 10-point lead but two tries from John
Woods junior and a towering conversion from the
touchline by new Chorley recruit Dave Radley saw
East’s clinch a very entertaining game.

New seasons always signal renewed optimism and
our visitors Oldham have certainly signed some good
players during the close season. | wonder if Simon
Svabic, Chris Irwin and Paul Anderson expected to
return to Leigh so soon?

The new structure of the National League means
that games will be competitive week in, week out and
certainly our Arriva Trains Cup group should help to
prepare us for that.

Along with today'’s visitors, Rochdale and Salford
are also in our group, which means that by the time
we trek over to Hull KR for our league opener we’'ll
already have a good idea how we will fare against
true competition.

Finally, the board has already gone on record say-
ing they are budgeting for a 3,000-crowd average.
Now is the time for us all to get behind the club and
the town and make it a reality.

Yours in sport,
Dave Parkinson - http://www.leighrl.co.uk

Leigh Centurions Directors, Players and Staff
would like to thank the following companies for their
support:

Kit Sponsors: Tangent Ltd 01942 607878
Redwaters 01942 678455
Learndirect 0800 073 8403
Padken 0770 2606890
Match Sponsor: PS Littlewood Plumbing & Heating
0776 7807690
Match Ball Sponsor: Waterfields Bakery

01942 740000
Programme Sponsor:AB Windows 01942 681842

Support Your
Local Market

Outdoor Market

Open Monday
to Saturday

Great Choice, Gr;af Value, Great Prices

Leigh Centurions Players 2003
Adam Bristow
Phil Kendrick
Paul Norman
Neil Turley

Lee Sanderson
Peter Clark
Willie Swann
John Hamilton
Dave Bradbury
Rob Ball

Eric Andrews
Paul Rowley
Anthony Blackwood
John Duffy

Brian Henare
Sonny Nickle
Alan Hadcroft
Dale Cardoza
Sean Richardson
Damien Munroe
Dave Alstead
Michael Watts
Dale Holstock
Pat Weisner
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Al Selection Boxes
Rockets
Weddings, special parties,

even DIY kits ...

ey Telephone:
' 07968 980336

Leigh Sports Village
Needs your support

YOUR TOWN NEEDS YOU. Many of you will have heard about the proposed
Leigh Sports Village located near the main Pennington Flash site.

What is it? The project is aimed at renewing and extending much needed sports facilities for
the local community, provide employment opportunities and attract residential and
commercial development to benefit the local community.

What can you do? WE NEED YOUR HELP to show that our supporters back the
proposed development of the new state of the art 10,000 all seater stadium providing superb viewing,
corporate facilities and playing conditions, complimented with new education facilities, new employment

and commercial opportunities for everybody in Leigh.

Lets be visionary and put the town Leigh back in the spot light.
To show your support for the ‘Leigh Sports Village’ send your e-mails to commercialsales @ leighrl.co.uk
or send a letter to ‘| support LS.V, Leigh Centurions, The Coliseum, Kirkhall Lane, Leigh WNT IRN.

SOLICITORS

WM widdows mason
WM

HAD AN
ACCIDENT?

FREE ACCIDENT LINE

0800 169 9192

9am - 10pm SEVEN days a week

20 King Street, Leigh Telephone: 01942 673311

231 Church Lane, Lowton Telephone: 01942 724409

63 Market Street, Westhoughton Telephone: 01942 816515

Branches also at:
Bolton, Warrington & Atherton




Mike Travers reflects on Leigh Rugby, the
sporting love of his life.

| was five years old when my father took me to my
first match at Hilton Park, from that moment | have
been hooked to a team that has frankly let me down
more often than | care to remember.

Of course | have been privileged to share in the
wonderful victory against Leeds at Wembley, to date
the greatest sporting spectacle of my life and the
wonderful league Championship in 1982, but oh the let
downs, why did we not go into Super League two
years ago when we swept every team in the League
away. We did not even make the Grand Final. Last
season the euphoria of the Final, getting up every
morning the week previously going to work listening
to the whole town talking about the lads. “Are they
going to do it on Saturday? Who will play? Will
Goulding turn it on?

Oh the anticipation.

Setting off from the house with the whole family
two hours early, getting to the pub and seeing familiar
faces dressed in Roman Centurion outfits, rattles,
horns, drums a melee of colour, excitement. The
knowledge that our team is competing for one of the
greatest prizes in Rugby League. The right to play
with the big boys in Super League.

The walk to the Stadium settling into our seats and
drinking in the atmosphere, looking for Parky and
waving to a man in a pig costume, am | going mad.
So nervous | can hardly swallow, dry mouth, butter-
flies as big as bats. The teams are walking out | am
singing Leigh Oh Leigh Oh Leigh as loud as possible
this is the moment we have waited all Season for
kicking off in the Grand Final (Division 1 style). After
20 minutes | am in shock, Huddersfield the odds on
favourites are being made to look ordinary we are in
front and looking confident, but rugby is a game of
two halfs and superior physical size and fitness told

in the end and once again Leigh were the brides-
maids.

Now, | know it is better to have played and lost
than never to have played at all but | assure itis a
bloody sight better to have played and won.

However, it is now the start of the Season 2003 and
this is our year we are going to top the League have a
great cup run beating at least one Super League team
and we are going to win the Final and take our right-
ful place in Super League 2004, nothing less will do,
and whatsmore if they do not do it this Season | am
going to go home have a good moan and be back on
the terraces this time next year.

Good Luck Leigh we all deserve it!!

Putting my business man head on my Company
Collins and Darwell Limited have suffered twice with
poor management taking the club into administration.
| must say after seeing the current management team
in operation for only a matter of weeks | feel more
confident than ever before our beloved Club is going
to make it on and off the field.

Once again Good Luck to everyone concerned!!

May we welcome the new season with an undertaking to assist
and support the new Board of Directors, and look forward to a very
successful period with them.

In each programme, we will endeavour to give our supporters
as much information as possible about our activities throughout the
season.

Our first organised event will be a Sportsmans Dinner for David
Ingram, on Friday 28th February 2003 in the Mick Martyn Lounge for

his services to the club over the last ten years.

The guest speaker will be Kevin Ashcroft, the comedian will be
Eddie Archer, and the MC will be Allan Rowley.

Tickets for this event will be £20.

The second event will be a Sportsmans Dinner for Kenny Green,
who has a serious illness.

This will be held on Friday 14th March 2003 also in the Mick
Martyn Lounge at The Coliseum, with guest speakers Andy

Gregory, Dave Chisnall and Kevin Ashcroft. The comedian will be
Charlie Hale and the MC Norman Turley.

Tickets are priced at £25 inclusive of draws.

Enquiries for tickets for both events can be made to the
Secretary, Brian Fallon, 4 Landedmans, Westhoughton, Nr Bolton,
BL5 2QB, or by telephone on 01942 810296, or from any committee
member.

In each programme it is our intention to provide a Competition
Corner.

This Competition Corner No.1 picture is from yesteryear, with
questions to be answered. The correct answers will be published
in the next programme.

We hope all our supporters enjoy today’s fixture with Oldham,
and proceed to have a successful season.

Competition Corner 1

Question 2: What was the occasion?

Question 1: Name all of the players
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Proud To Design & Print
Leigh Centurions Official Matchday Programme

il wATERFIELDS

Bakers of Quality

BS EN IS0 9000 (frmerly BS 5750)
REGISTERED FIRM

Are please to be

quality printers since 1891

associated with Telephone: 01942 673166

www.collinsanddarwell.co.uk

Leigh Centlll‘i()lls Facsimile: 01942 261719 email: info@collinsanddarwell.co.uk
" Hope Street, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 1AJ

to sponsor their
Youth Development Squad

during their coming season

Address: = Waterfields (Leigh) Ltd

Crompton Fold Bakery
Manchester Road,

Leigh, Lancs,
WN7 2LX
Telephone: 01942 740000
Fax: 01942 740245 Waterfields Voted
Website:: www.waterfields-bakers.co.uk Britain's Champion Baker

Email: (@waterfields-bakers.co.uk 2001 -2002




Action from last season against Huddersfield who
claimed the Super League place ahead of the Centurions
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Alpha Conservatories S8

And Windows Ltd.

* Doors
* Patios Manufacturers and installers
* Porches S
of PVCu Conservatories,
* Windows

Windows, Doors, etc.
» Conservatories

* Soffits/Fascia & Gutters

B Telephone: (01942) 682000

D. & G. PVCu
WINDOWS

incorporating

THE GLASS SHOP

JJjJVJ

www.thisisleigi.co.uk
Tel: 01942 672241 or Fax: 01942 670479

Advertising Email - jcollinson@lancashire.newstguest.co.uk
Editorial Email - mhuime@Ilancashire.newstuest.co.uk

PLANK LANE JOINERY §

CONSERVATORIES « PROPERTY REPAIRS

WINDOWS ¢« PORCHES

Unit 7, Brook Mill, High Street,

Leigh, Lancashire, WN7 2AD Telephone: 01942 679 393
Fax: 01942 700 590

Telephone: (01942) 682123 158 PLANK LANE

Facsimile: (01942) 682122 LEIGH, LANCASHIRE
WN7 2AD




