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HALL OF FAME MEMBERS

1895-1997

RUGBY LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP
Winners: 1909-10, 1910-11, 1956-57

Runners up: 1906-07, 1907-08, 1908-09, 1921-22, 1954-55

FIRST DIVISION

Champions: 1904-05

RUGBY LEAGUE CHALLENGE CUP
Winners: 1899, 1925, 1927

Runners up: 1907, 1912, 1924, 1926

LANCASHIRE CUP

Winners: 1907, 1910, 1913, 1919, 1924, 1933, 1956, 1957, 1958
Runners up: 1908, 1911, 1918, 1921, 1954, 1966, 1968, 1986, 1989

LANCASHIRE LEAGUE

Champions: 1897-98, 1900-01, 1907-08,
Runners up: 1895-96, 1896-97, 1898-99,

1911-12, 1923-24, 1954-55

SECOND DIVISION
Champions: 1963-64, 1981-82, 1987-88

SECOND / DIVISIONAL PREMIERSHIP

Winners: 1988, 1990
Runners up: 1992

1908-10, 1921-22, 1956-57, 1957-58
1899-1900, 1908-09, 1910-11,

RECORD VICTORY: 63-0 v Goole - March 18th 1899 (Challenge Cup 1st Rnd)
Record victory in a league match: 67-6 v Liverpool City - April 4th 1959

RECORD SCORE: 70-10 v Bramley - Feb 12th 1995 (Challenge Cup 4th Rnd)
Record score in a league match: 67-6 v Liverpool City - April 4th 1959

RECORD ATTENDANCE: 28,000 v Huddersfield - Feb 4th 1912

Record attendance in a cup match: 25,000 v Huddersfield -
March 23rd 1912 (Challenge Cup 3rd Rnd)

Record attendance (All games): 62,217 v Hull - May 18th 1957
Championship Final at Odsal Stadium, Bradford

MOST APPEARANCES: Joe Ferguson,

627 - Sept 1899 - Apr 1923

CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Joe Lawton, 134 - Sept 1897 - Nov 1902

TRIES IN A SEASON: Reg Farrar, 49 -

1921-22

GOALS IN A SEASON: Bernard Ganley, 200 - 1957-58
POINTS IN A SEASON: Bernard Ganley, 412 - 1957-58
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Ray Ashton, 9 - 1979-80

TRIES IN A CAREER: Alan Davies, 174 - 1950-61

GOALS IN A CAREER: Bernard Ganley, 1,358 - 1950-61
POINTS IN A CAREER: Bernard Ganley, 2,761 - 1950-61
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Ray Ashton, 26 - 1979-1987

TRIES IN MATCH: James Miller, 7 v Barry, October 31st 1908
GOALS IN A MATCH: Bernard Ganley 14 v Liverpool City April 4th 1959
POINTS IN A MATCH: Abe Johnson, 30 (12 goals + 2 tries) v Widnes,

April 9th 1928

1998-2003

Trans-Penine Cup
Finalists - 1998

Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001

MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 175 - Jan 1998 - September 2003

CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)

TRIES IN A SEASON: Mark Sibson, 23 - 1993-2000

GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 -
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 -

2000-2001
2000-2001

DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002

GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 -

POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 -

1999-2001
1999-2001

DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003

"n my opinion
the Arriva
Trains Cup is
growing in
stature, you
only have to
look at the
crowds to
realise #

IN THE CHAIRMAN'S
OPINION

with CHRIS HAMILTON

Here we go - hold on tight!!
If previous seasons are
anything to go by we are in
for another roller coaster
ride as we kick off season
2004.

Like every other team we will
be looking to win trophies and
be as successful as we possibly
can. For some strange reason it
seems to have been an
exceptionally long close season
and even though we are
effectively starting 2 weeks
later it seems like an age since
the last season finished.

The Arriva Trains Cup again
starts the campaign and our
group  containing Leigh,
Swinton, Chorley and cross
group games against Rochdale
will be tough.

Some people see this
competition as a warm up
exercise  but  woe-betide
anybody at our club who views
it that way. In my opinion the
Arriva Trains Cup Is growing in
stature and you only have to
look at the crowds and interest
generated in the later stages of
the competition to realise that
you are missing something if
you are not part of it. Success
breeds success and | don't think
you can suddenly turn on form
once the League season gets
under way.

With that in mind | expect to
see a determined peformance
today and knowing how hard
the players have worked pre
season they will want to get
into the flow as soon as
possible.

Our opponents today, Chorley,
Lynx come both with a new

Their change in fortunes last
year was remarkable compared
to previous seasons when they
struggled and it must have
been very rewarding for
Chairman Henry Morris and all
at the club to savour the
benefits that a winning side
brings.

Of course success brings
pressure of a different kind and
people will be expecting more
of the same this season which
will be a tall order but one that
all at the club will be striving to
achieve.

For our part we must be on our
guard and ensure that we pick
up the two points against what
will be, without doubt, a very
enthusiastic side.

| PERSONALLY NEVER WANT TO
HEAR PEOPLE FROM OUR CLUB
SAYING THE OPPOSITION WERE
MORE ENTHUSIASTIC THAN US.
There is no excuse whatsoever
for that - opponents can be
more skillful, fitter etc, but
NEVER should they be more
enthusiastic. There is no
doubt that the considerable
investment that Sean
Whitehead and myself have
made in the playing squad is
reflected in the quality of
players we have not only
brought to the club but also
kept from last season and it's
now over to those players to
show they are up for it.

The season will be long and
hard - looking at how other
teams have strengthened there
is no doubt about that - but as
ever you have a big part to play.
Please get behind the team
vocally and make them feel

hey are unbeatable.
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park they ab

Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park

Dawvid Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross

coach in Mark Lee and several
new players from last season
when they were unlucky not to
see some success for all their

(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26

Alan Davies 1950-62

Enjoy the game

Frank Stirrup 1950-62 (7 goais, 3 tries) hard work. CHRIS HAMILTON
Bernard Ganley 1950-61 DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at
John Etty 1954-56 Derwent Park The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.
2 John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at N 2 ; ; o
Dgg‘i)kl;r\lljigr‘ge; ;225739 Cra\r:enrla’arkls e e We would like to e;ﬁress our thanks to the Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,

Martin Murphy 1966-82 il Burdge and all concerned for the use of photographs.

HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN: v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 540 - lan 5th 2001 t

RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

www.roughyeds.co.uk




Together
a winning
e team

Oldham Council

b is proud of its
association with
Oldham Rugby

League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays

a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM 2550 oldham)together

Metropolitan Borough ] it sl ikt

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk

COACHLINES

with STEVE MOLLOY

At last the start of the 2004
season proper has arrived and
promises to be even more
competitive than last, kicking
off with the Arriva Trains Cup
group matches which should
give an early insight to this
season'’s front-runners.

The group matches pitch NL1
and NL2 sides against each
other and whilst the higher
division sides will have one eye
on lifting the trophy and
the other on building an
understanding between the
players in time for the tough
league programme ahead the
lower strata side will be just
itching to get one over on their
more illustrious opponents and
obviously we will have this in
mind when taking to the field
today to face those sharp claws
of the Lynx.

" Our new
look side, |
am sure, has
the right
blend of
youth and
experience

Chorley are coached by former
Salford favourite Mark Lee and
| expect he will know one or
two points surrounding our
former Willows’ boys lan
Watson, Paul Southern and Lee
Marsh . The match will certainly
test our resolve and we will
have to be on our metal to
ensure the season gets off to a
winning start.

Pre season training has gone
well, the squad finalising their
preparation with an intensive
training stint at Stalag
Hopwood  Hall. |  must
congratulate the squad on it's
work ethics and the way the
players took everything in their
stride especially the boxing!
This demanding regime will
help foster team spirit and will
stand the guys in good stead
for the battles to come.

Our new look side, | am sure,
has the right blend of youth
and experience and will enable
us to further pursue our search
for the Holy Grail----Super
League but then again Halifax,
Leigh and Hull KR amongst
others will be sure that this
season is theirs too and for sure
its going to be fiercely
competed!!

Enjoy the game.

Steve
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PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000

PACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS




Innovative and committed lawyers to the
business and private sectors

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL

OLDHAM

northainleyhalliwell

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

I North Ainley Halliwell
Solicitors

34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 [PS
01 61 633 0074 e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk

web: www.northainley.co.uk DX23605

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

e

otalplus

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
. Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

IN THE CAPTAIN’'S CORNER

with PHIL FARRELL

Welcome to the first “Captain’s Corner"”.

Id like to begin by taking a look back at the pre
season friendlies against Whitehaven Warriors
and Hornets. The match up in Cumbria was
always going to be difficult and with the
number of new members in the squad we new
it would take time to gel. Not one of our
happier hunting grounds and our post
Christmas trip was again no exception although
we all gained from an extra days training up on
the Cumbrian coast.

We started well against Hornets and for 20
minutes we looked like we were getting it
together but the second half was disappointing.
We have studied the videotapes and as we new
they would, they have confirmed that there
were too many instances of the individual
putting himself before the team.

I'm sure that you will agree though, that this is
what pre season games are about and because
of those matches today you should hopefully
see a much improved performance.

Away from the pitch. Some of the lads came
over to Wigan to see in the New Year, fashion
guru Gareth Barber arriving in jeans, T shirt and
school blazer! Now, knowing Barbs as | do |
watched him roam the Wigan pubs strutting his
stuff as if on his own catwalk showing off his
newly dyed blond streaks. A young lady asked
for his autograph! Barbs as vein as ever asked
her “So you recognise me from the
Roughyeds?” Looking puzzled the girl said “No,
your not Will Young then?”

" There were too
many instances
of the individual
putting himself

Faz before the team #

Enjoy the game.

ARRIVA TRAINS CUP FORMAT

The competition includes all 20 National League clubs.

It commences Sunday 1st February with 5 groups of 4 teams. They are North, West, East, Pennine and Yorkshire. The
West group includes Leigh Centurions, Swinton Lions, Chorley Lynx and Oldham Roughyeds. Each club plays the other
threhedh;)me and away plus one other team home and away from one of the other groups. In Oldham's case this is
Rochdale Hornets.

To qualify automatically for one of the eight quarter final positions a club must finish top of its group. The other three

qualifiers will be decided by the five group runners-up plus the best third placed club (based on points/points difference)

1gr\'(elring a free draw. The draw will produce three matches, the winner of each will provide the other three quarter
inalists.

The quarter finals and semi finals will be 'out of the hat' with the first team out having home advantage.
The final is scheduled for Sunday 18th July with the venue to be decided.
The previous winners are Huddersfield Giants and Salford City Reds.




Daniel Thwaites are proud to be sponsors
of Oldham Rugby League Club and wish
them every success for the season

o
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For further details please contact

Thwaites Brewery Customer Services on 01254 686868
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A new season of summer rugby kicks off
today (on February 1st!) with the visit of
Chorley Lynx in the Arriva Trains Cup.

Last season the Lynx played exceptionally well
under the coaching of a former Oldham favourite
in Darren Abram to finish joint top of National
League Two, so even though Abram has now
departed to take up the reins at Leigh it would be
foolish to underestimate Chorley's capabilities.

Judging by attendances at some of the friendlies
spectators are already looking forward to the new
season after being starved of their favourite sport
for four months, at least in terms of cheering on
their own club team.

The changes here at Oldham suggest a stronger
side than last term with the addition of the former
Rochdale contingent of James Bunyan, Paul
Southern and lan Watson. Watson in particular is
an outstanding capture, a current Welsh
international who, in my opinion, is the best
scrum-half in National League One. A fine
playmaker and accomplished kicker, he should add
variety to the Oldham attack and give the side
more options. Bunyan and Southern will provide
plenty of go-forward and both were star
performers in what was, if we lay local prejudice
aside for a moment, an excellent Rochdale Hornets
combination. In addition, Oldham have added
pace on the wing with the permanent signing
of Nick Johnson, so we must try to out flank
defences, most especially here at Boundary Park
on a wide pitch.

Of course, hope springs eternal at the
commencement of a new season and it is easy to
get carried away with the potential of one's club.
Just as we at Oldham will be quietly confident of
making progress during the season, so too will the
followers of the likes of Featherstone, Doncaster,
Whitehaven and Batley. The Press seem to have
decided that National League One has a big three
consisting of Halifax, Leigh and Hull K.R. On paper
that might look realistic but the other clubs
mentioned will not be daunted, especially
knowing how competitive the league was last
year. There will he no runaway leader this time so
expect the league table to be fairly fluid, with
some rapid changes of position week by week. The
obvious target in the league is to win your home
fixtures and about one third to a half of your away
games, a situation which should guarantee a
top four place. Thereafter its all in the melting
pot of form, injuries and loan signings as the Holy
Grail of Grand Final and promotion to Super
League looms.

s o CO0s

In the meantime there is the little matter of the
Arriva Trains Cup. In My view clubs need to treat
this as an Important competition in its own right.
Using it to experiment with your squad is
tantamount to saying it doesn't matter and if you
say that you can't grumble if the fans stay away. A
good cup run breeds confidence and everyone
likes a bit of silverware on the sideboard as well as
the potential for extra revenue. And, unlike the
Challenge Cup, everyone has a realistic chance of
doing something In the Arriva Trains. Sheffield,
Hunslet and Chorley will be among those looking
to spring surprises and it will be good for the game
if they do. So, who are my qualifiers for the knock-
out stages of the cup? In the Northern group
Whitehaven should account for Gateshead,
Barrow and Workington but runner-up is
intriguing with Barrow my tip to pip Workington.
In the West I'd like to think Oldham can pip Leigh,
these two hopefully too strong for Chorley and
Swinton. Halifax start favourites in the Pennine
section but don't be surprised if Keighley knock
them over in their home fixture, Hunslet and
Rochdale are the other contenders here. Hull K.R.
and Doncaster will battle it out to head the
Eastern division. Top will be decided by whoever
loses to Sheffield. And the 'group of death' this
time is the Yorkshire section where, despite the
difference in divisions, National League One sides
Batley and Featherstone won't find it easy against
National League Two sides York and Dewsbury.
Batley's cross group games against Doncaster as
against, Fev's with Hull K.R. could make all
the difference.

Enjoy the competition: it promises to be a cracker!
GEOFF COOKE

”’/ / Iommn .
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Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk
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TODAY'S OPPONENTS -
CHORLEY LYNX

Yrom Yhe pen of...

Michael Turner

EDDIE KILGANNON previously with
Widnes, a centre/back row forward now in
his third season with Chorley. Has matured
into a good club man.

DANNY BARTON followed Mark Lee from
Salford, a young pIa)(er who has a great
future in the game, plays loose forward.

GARY O’REGAN signed on loan at the
end of last season from Salford, Mark has
now made the deal permanent, plays
wing/full back.

JOHN HILL was on loan with Chorley two
seasons ago from Warrington, signed now
from St Helens. ~An experienced
prop/second row despite being only 22.

MARTIN RODEN now in his third season
with Chorley h.avmgP previously been at
Wigan andLeigh. "Played most of last
season at prop, good utility player.

CHRIS NEWALL previously with Swinton
and Rochdale signed on |oan last season
and was an ever present. A very useful
second row/loose forward.

GARY SMITH graduate student, signed
from the amateur club Skirlaugh. Plays
second row and scored two triés on his
debut - a player to watch.

DARYL LACEY had injury problems whilst
at Wigan and Oldham and now making his
come back with Chorley. A very promising
fullback/wing or centre.

CHRIS RAMSDALE, a product of the Lynx
academy he had a spell out of the game
whilst working in Norwich. Now back at
home and Iookln? forward to the new
season. A very useful utility player.

ADAM BRIGGS previously with Heworth
ARLFC and York Wasps, now playing at
University. A loose forward/ second Trow
who is on trial.

ROB SMYTH is extremeIY well known in
the game and an excellent signing for
\Iﬁnx.. Previously ~with Wigan " an
arrington, played in the World 7's in
2003.

GARETH JONES has played for Leigh East
and ngan. A strong young prop who has
a good Tuture in thé game:

IAN PARRY previously with Warrington
has now played three seasons at Chorleg. A
prop or second row he is Mr. Dependable,
always giving 110%.
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MICK REDFORD is a strong running
centre/back row forward, he has made a
bl%ump,ac't since signing from the amateur
club Leigh East. Now in his second season
with Chorley.

NEIL ALEXANDER is back for his second
spell at Chorley having previously played
for Salford and Workington. Plays in any
of the half back positions.

MARTIN GAMBLES is a diminutive half
back with a big heart. Previously with
Wlﬂan and_a loan spell at Gateshead as
well as playing union with Orrell.

STEVEN HAMER is an amateur player who
is on trial at Lynx. Plays fullback.

DAMIAN DUNCAN currently playing
amateur rugby with Bamber Bridge, he is
another player on trial.

ALISTAIR ATKINSON, 6’ 5” prop who has
also plae/ed union with Orrell. Another
trialist at Lynx.

ANTHONY MURRAY, hooker or scrum
half, who was at Workington last season.
A vastly experienced player who will be a
good addition to the Lynx squad.

LEE ROWLEY is a promising young prop
who is unfortunately injured at the
moment. Signed from Leigh East last
season.

SIMON SMITH is a
gopular player with the
horley crowd because @
of his go-forward style.

A local player who was °
with the Wigan
academy.

BRIAN CAPEWELL
a 6’6" loose
forward or
second row
who has
signedfrom
Simms Cross
after havmg
ﬂlayed for St

elen’s and
Lancashire
Lynx.

ANTHONY MURRAY

G

For the new 2004 season Michael’s
page will be featuring imagery and
match details from previous fixtures
against the opponents of the day.

Picture 1.

Just over two years ago the Roughyeds
entertained the Lynx at Hurst Cross with
the home side taking the spoils 34 - 2. A
crowd of 1,114 were in attendance and
the picture shows a flashpoint when
players from both teams squared up to
one another while referee Ron Laughton
goes in to break them up.

Picture 2.

The return match was six months later on
July 14th when Oldham enjoyed a sunny
day out in Chorley to register a 52 - 10
success. The photo shows Lee Doran
looking for support as he takes a two man
tackle.

Picture 3.

The history of the Lynx can be traced back
through the old Chorley Borough club to
the sea-siders of Blackpool Borough. So
our third image goes back to September
16th 1963. This was the traditional
September Monday fixture when many
Oldhamers would combine a day at the
popular resort with the chance to cheer
on the Roughyeds. So it was, that a crowd
of 5,000 packed Borough Park to see
Oldham win 24 - 10. The action shows
Geoff Sims and Brian Lord about to bring
down a Blackpool opponent with the
famous tower in the background.

e s oW

Picture 1 - Both teams squaring up

Picture 3 - Before they were Chorley







