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Today we welcome the
Oldham ‘Roughyeds’ to
Craven Park for our next
fixture in the LHF
Healthplan National
League Division One
Competition.

As with many of the fancied
teams in this competition,
they are taking a while to
settle down in the early
stages of the season but we
cannot afford to take them
lightly, as sooner or later
they will click into gear. Last
weeks thriller against
Halifax, here at Craven Park
showed once again that we
are capable of winning, despite not playing
particularly well in patches, which is a good sign for
our forthcoming games.

This week also marks the start of our Match day
Executive Club in Flanagan’s Bar, a move that is
intended to improve the Match Day Experience for
our executive partners. The club receives a lot of
valued support from the business community in Hull
and in return we are determined to make sure that
they enjoy a special day as our guests at Craven
Park. | know that some of you who enjoyed your
pint in Flanagan’s will feel a little ‘put out’, but the
popularity of the Match Day Experience has become
so great that it has outgrown the confines of the
restaurant and since it doesn’t have elastic walls,
something had to give, making the move necessary.
We are re-thinking our entire match day programme
to keep the ‘buzz’ going and to make sure that all of
our patrons have a good day out with us. The
Robin’s Nest has been completely re-decorated
thanks to the efforts of the Rovers Supporters
Group. Members put in a lot of unseen hours into
the refurbishment and it was well worth their efforts,
because it looks fantastic. Members and guests are
welcome to use the club and the RSG will be
pleased to see you in there. We are also examining
the possibility of creating a beer garden within the
ground to provide another facility for our fans in
what we hope will be a wonderful summer of rugby.
| have to say a big ‘thank you’ to Frank and Jean
Morton for last week’s bucket collection, which
raised over £525 for the benefit of youth rugby at
the club but sadly, we said farewell to another of our
valued friends at Hull Kingston Rovers last week. It
was good that so many of you came to pay your last
respects to Chris Fallowfield, who, together with
Maggie, worked tirelessly on behalf of the club in
raising money through Tombolas and other fund
raising initiatives. They and the many people like
them are the genuine supporters of this club and
prove once again it's not those who shout loudest
that get noticed, it's those who do most.

Our thanks go to all of them and our thoughts
are with Maggie and her family at this sad time.

Red and White Forever,
Colin McNicol
Chairman - Hull Kingston Rovers

Talking of last weeks win, |
think we had a fair bit of work
to do to make up for the pre-
vious weeks loss and for the
early period of the Halifax
game we were going okay.

We then started making errors
but it was nice to get a good
result. | believe the reason the
game started to go away from
us was due to a lack of
individual focus and some poor
fundamental errors by players
which put us under a bit of
pressure. | think that if we'd kept
playing like we had in the first
twenty minutes it would have
been comfortable at the end.

20 points to 8 at halftime was
for me a fair reflection on the game up to then but we
let a soft try in down our right side. In the second half
we got a good early try made by a two versus one from
Jamie Bovill and Jon Aston with Paul Mansson
supporting. We then went to sleep for a little bit and
turned some silly ball over.

This is something we cannot afford to do especially
against the good sides and today will be a real test for
us. They are all good sides in this years National
League One and we cannot afford to be playing for just
20-25 minutes, we need to be performing well for the
entire eighty.

| think the injuries to both Andy and Dale meant we had
no back rowers and we had to put Nick Pinkney in the
back row for the second half. | wouldn’t have thought it
would be a permanent move but it did get us out of
trouble. Had Makali been able to play he would have
given us a fair bit of go forward and we did miss him,
but Fletch was able to play and he was strong. | think
with Paul we have to work on his fitness as he has
been off for a while and his fitness has slipped back a
bit. But he is strong and does get good offloads away
and the second phase play off him is good.

| was rather surprised Halifax, with all their Super
league experienced players, didn’t show more but they
are going through a pretty mediocre time. | was pleased
considering the experience they had, but instead of
maintaining their Super League form they have dropped
down a level.

It must be a difficult coaching scenario down there at
the moment as Anthony Farrell is on the field and also
directing the coaching tactics as well. At halftime he is
looking at his own performance having had very little
opportunity to look at anybody else.

Moving off for a minute and to the rugby league
disciplinary decision. | must say | wasn’t happy about
the way Gareth Handford conducted himself when we
met Doncaster and | cannot foresee the panel changing
their decision at the appeal. They have viewed it as we
saw it and it was a nasty, spiteful incident.

| don't feel there are too many high shots creeping into
our game. With the quickness of the games you are
going to get trailing arms but | do not think there is an
upsurge in head high tackles. Some are reckless and
unintentional but when they occur in the nature of his,
premeditated and off the ball, they need stamping out.
The return trip to Doncaster for the quarter final tie
doesn’t daunt us at all as we know we played very
poorly and we just want to make amends.

Malcolm Reilly - Team Manager

The views expressed in this matchday magazine are not necessarily those of the Hull Kingston Rovers’ Board Of Directors and Staff.

Rugby League Challenge Cup Winners: 1979-80
Runners-up: 1904-05, 1924-25, 1963-64, 1980-81, 1985-86
Rugby League Champions: 1922-23, 1924-25, 1978-79,
1983-84, 1984-85 Runners-up: 1920-21, 1967-68, 1982-83
Second Division Champions: 1989-90, 1995-96, 1996
Premiership Trophy Winners: 1980-81, 1983-84
Premiership Trophy Runners-up: 1984-85

John Player Special Trophy Winners: 1984-85
Runners-up: 1981-82, 1985-86

Floodlit Trophy Winners: 1977- 78 Runners-up: 1979-80
Silk Cut Challenge Plate Winners: 1997

Yorkshire Cup Winners: 1920-21, 1929-1930, 1966-67,
1967-68, 1971-72, 1974-75, 1985-86

Yorkshire Cup Runners-up: 1906-07, 1911-12, 1933-34,
1962-63, 1975-76, 1980-81, 1984-85

Yorkshire League Champlons 1924-25, 1925-26, 1966-67
Yorkshire League Runners-up: 1911-12, 1912-13, 1967-68
Eastern Division Champions: 1962-63

Ground Attendance: 22,282 v Hull F.C., 7th October 1922.
Postwar 16,084 v Hull F.C. on 20th April 1984, (27,670
watched Rovers' home league match v Hull F.C. on 3rd April
1953, but this was played at Boothferry Park).
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HONOU RS Longest Sequence of Consecutive Club Appearances: 190 by
Gilbert Austin, 1918-19 to 1923-24
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Highest Win: 100-6 v Nottingham City 19th August 1990
Highest Defeat: 0-68 v Halifax (away) 3rd April 1956

Most Points in Career: 2,760 by Mike Fletcher

Most Points in Season: 450 by Mike Fletcher, 1989-90

Most Points in Match: 53 ( 11 tries, 10 goals) by George Henry
West v Brooklands Rovers, 4th March 1905 (also a R.L. record)
Most Goals in Match: 14 (10 placed 4 drop) by Alfred
Carmichael, Merthyr Tydfil, 8th Oct 1910, 14 by Mike Fletcher v
Whitehaven, 18th March 1990, 14 by Colin Armstrong v
Nottingham City, 19th August 1990

Most Tries in a Career: 207 by Roger Millward, 1966-1980
Most Tries in a Season: 45 by Gary Prohm, 1984-85

Most Tries in a Match: 11 by George Henry West v Brooklands
Rovers, 4th March 1905

Most Career Appearances: 481+8 subs by Mike Smith (1974-91)

Most International Appearances: 45 plus 2 as sub by

Roger Millward (including with Castleford) between 1966 and 78
Most internationai Tries: 20 by Roger Millward

Most Yorkshire County Appearances: 23 by Anthony Starks

between 1897 and 1904
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