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OPINION

with CHRIS HAMILTON

Well once again we find ourselves
on the road - this time playing a
home game 30 miles from Oldham.

Just to make matters worse we come
up against the current league leaders
and congratulations must go to
everybody connected with Whitehaven
for what they have achieved so far this
season because they also enjoyed a
good Powergen Challenge Cup run
and are in the semi finals of the Arriva
Trains Cup.

After our win at Keighley we must
maintain the momentum and try to
secure another two points today.

One thing is for sure our defence has to
improve considerably or we will be
nowhere come the end of the season.

" one thing is for

sure our defence In a perverse way | am hoping that our
enforced absence from "home" will
bring out that Oldham fighting spirit
that we have seen so many times
before. Our players are certainly aware
that being at the club usually has its
twists and turns and this latest search
for a venue has been no different.

has to improve
considerably or
we will be

nowhere come
However at the end of the day we have
the end Of the what we have and we must get on with
season. ¥ it Thereis absolutely no poiht in feeling
sorry for ourselves and certainly nobody
else will as will be demonstrated by our
oponents today.

It was good to get back some of the
injured players last week and hopefully
that game will have stood them in
good stead for this afternoon’s
encounter where there will be no
quarter asked or given.

We are hoping that plenty of you will
have made the trip across from Oldham
and once again for those of you that

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

IN THE CHAIRMAN'S

have may |, on behalf of the club, thank
you for your continued support during
this difficult period.

The LHF Healthplan National League
One is developing into a mighty battle
even at this stage and isn't it refreshing
this year with no full time team to
compete against to see how open and
competitive the division is.

Despite what the so called experts
might think | personally think it will be
impossible to forecast who will end up
in Super League and the eventual
winner could be one of several teams. |
don't think we will see one stand out
team this year who walk away with it
and it all augers well for the Play Off
series.

With no game next week we will have
Nick Johnson competing in the
Powergen Fastest Man in Rugby
League competition which is being held
at Robin Park, Wigan starting at 6pm
and anybody who has seen Nick flying
for us this season so far will surely think
that he must be in with a chance. So if
your not doing anything try to get
along and support him as he will be
competing against entries from every
club in the professional game.

Finally please keep up your super vocal
support - today as ever you can make a
difference - dont miss the opportunity.

Enjoy the game

Chris

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of photographs.

~ www.roughyeds.co.uk s




Together,

‘a winning
team

. Oldham Council

is proud of its

g9 . association with

& Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM S5t

Metropolitan Borough [1

oldham)together

the outlook's bright

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk

COACHLINES

with STEVE MOLLOY

I would like to welcome
everybody to our new,
temporary home at Victory
Park. Today's game promises
to be a hard fought encounter
against the highflying
Whitehaven team. In some
people’s eyes they are the
surprise package of National
League 1 but as any Oldham
fan will tell you they have been
a force for a few years now
under the guidance of Paul
Cullen and more recently Steve
McCormack.

I would like to go on record and
thank everybody at Chorley for the
use of their facilities and for
helping us out at such short
notice.  Although it’s not the
nearest stadium to Oldham and for
our supporters means yet another
journey, the alternative of having
weeks where we played three
games, in this tough, hard fought

" this second third of

division,
option.

was never really an

It was good to get back to winning
ways against Keighley even if the
performance wasn’'t the most
convincing.  It's important that
you go to places like Cougar Park
and come away with the points,
because at some point they will
beat somebody either above us or
in the surrounding pack.

With a lot healthier squad and
hopefully some of our players
showing good form, this second
third of the season will prove
crucial in cementing us in a play
off spot.

Keeping a healthy squad is going
to be a major factor, as | feel even
in the games that we haven't won
this season we have been in the
contest for large periods of the

game, which just goes to show /&

that the skill and commitment
levels are there but with a little bit
of luck and no more long term
injuries we can build on our early
season form and join the likes of
Whitehaven and become front

the season will prove
crucial in cementing
us in a play off spot. 21

runners.

Enjoy the game,

Steve
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PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000




LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL

OLDHAM

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074

Innovative and committed lawyers to the
business and private sectors

northainleyhalliwell

I North Ainley Halliwell
Solicitors
34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 1PS
e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk
web: www.northainley.co.uk DX23605

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

4

otalplus

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938
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with PHIL FARRELL

Well what can you say about our performance at
Keighley last Sunday other than the fact that we
won. Little else I'm afraid. It certainly wasn't
one of our best performances as we made far
too many handling errors and therefore gave
away valuable possession. What was perhaps
most disappointing was our second half
performance when we had done all the hard
work in the first half of playing up the Keighley
hill.

In short we were unconvincing, but there were some
positives to come out of the game. It gave valuable
match practice to players out for a long time because
of injury and suspension. At the time of writing they
have all come out of the game with nothing more
than minor knocks. It was particularly pleasing to see
“Marshy” (lain Marsh) back in the fray after a three
and a half month absence with a crusciate ligament
problem. Paul Southern also came through the
game O.K. and it doesn’t look as if Pat Rich’s ankle
injury is as bad as it was first thought and he trained
with us on Monday.

With Will Cowell due to play with the Academy last
Wednesday and “The Rat” (Neil Roden) and the boss,
(Steve Molloy) hopeful of being fit for today’s game
we may have something like a full squad to choose
from with the exception of Gavin Johnson, Craig
Farrimond and Adam Sharples. A sustained period
with no serious injuries would, | am sure, bring out
the best in what | still believe to be a very talented
squad.

Well here we are at yet another “home “ground,
Victory Park, Chorley. To be honest the lads aren't
really worried where we play. In fact, for at least
eight of the lads: myself, Martin McLoughlin; Neil
Roden; Lee Doran; Craig Farrimond; Simon Svabic;
Lee Marsh and lain Marsh it will be, in some ways,
more of a home game than playing at Boundary Park,
as many of us are almost within walking distance of
the ground-so no excuses there.

Hope as many of you as possible have made the
journey for what promises to be a great game against
the form team of the division. Let's hope we can put
a stop to their winning run and it will certainly help
having your vocal support behind us.

Enjoy the game,

Faz

- www.roughyeds.co.uk
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Daniel Thwaites are proud to be sponsors
of Oldham Rugby League Club and wish
them every success for the season

For further details please contact

Thwaites Brewery Customer Services on 01254 686868
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'AS IAN SEES IT |

How often do props get man-of- the- match -
awards, or other individual honours? Not often
enough, | suggest. It always seems to be the
try scoring winger or the full back’s forays, or
the scheming halfback, or the Jimmy Lowes
style hooker, or (at last in days gone by) the ball
playing loose forward who gets the plaudits.
But the importance of props has rally been
brought home, at least to me, in a few recent
games.

The other week in Super League there were
outstanding wins for Wigan over Saints and for
Leeds against Bradford, and on both occasions it
was the dominance established up front, in
terms of drives with the ball, hits without it and
general physical intimidation, which was the
basis of the wins. Saints, last season, struggled
for props, and won nothing. Early on this
season, Fozzard and Mason, with good support
from Edmunson in particular, outplayed all their
opponents, and the rest of lan Millward’s side
reaped the rewards. They established similar
prop dominance in the Cup Final, and Wigan
were easily beaten. But with Mason suspended,
and Fozzard seemingly more intent on taking
peoples heads off than doing the real hard
graft,, the outstanding Craig Smith, Terry
O’Connor and later Danny Sculthorpe ruled the
roost, and Wigan went on to win fairly
comfortably.

Much of Bradford’s recent success has been
based on their four props and the dominance
they have often established. Brian Mc Dermott,
Paul Anderson, Joe Vagana and Stuart Fielden
proved too much for most opponents, and the
magic of Lowes and the Pauls, on the back of
them, has done the rest. But the other Saturday
night, Leeds turned the tables with a vengeance.
The evergreen Barry Mac. got th '«‘better of

\odivfn

with AN WILSON

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured, professional
review of your commercial risk insurances. Exclusive facilities
for local businesses inunpomtiuq Risk Management and

Health &

S Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OLS 10L
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785

was set for Diskin and Dunneman in particular to
run the game.

The reference to us? | would venture to suggest
that the first hour against Rochdale, and the
final fifty minutes against Batley, in our last two
"home” games were our poorest efforts for
quite some time - and in both cases, we were
stuffed down the middle before our game fell
apart everywhere else too. It is often no
coincidence whatsoever that Paul Southern
missed both games, of course, and that Steve
Molloy was forced to watch the whole of the
debacle at Blackpool from the bench. In both
games, Dane Morgan was our stand-out player,
but there is a limit to what he can achieve on his
own - and when he was taking his turn on the
bench, the floodgates seemed to open wide.

There is lots going wrong this year, of course.
But | have no doubt that Steve Molloy knows full
well that, if we are to have any chance of
turning things round, it has to start at numbers
8 and 10, and
their bench
replacements.

> Safety Audits




Oldham's long and fruitless search for a ground
to play on after Boundary Park was ruled out for
two months finally came to a happy conclusion
when Chorley Lynx came to the rescue. Many
thanks to Henry Morris and his fellow directors
for their timely assistance.

The whole episode points up the problems faced
by Oldham since they lost their own ground at
Watersheddings. And if summer rugby is to
continue into the future it confirms-in my
opinion at least-that the Roughyeds could still
do with their own ground no matter what the
good intentions of the new owners of Oldham
Athletic and of Oldham Council, though how
that can be acheived | do not know. Ground
maintenance work is one of the obvious perils of
shared facilities because at the end of the day
grass has to have time to grow no matter what
the sophisticated rooting systems now in place
on many pitches.

Another peril of summer rugby highlighted by
recent comments from Steve Molloy is rock hard
pitches. | wonder if the large number of injuries
suffered by Oldham and other clubs would be
fewer on softer grounds? Apparently, taking
Keighley as an example, not everyone has the
facilities or the desire to water their pitch. All
well and good, but it does expose the players to
greater risk of injury.

I have recently taken to reading League Weekly,
the successor paper to the Rugby Leaguer, in
preference to League Express. Largely this is
because | like the number of interesting columns
by such as Peter Roe, Maurice Bamford, Dave
Parker, Chris Pearson and editor Danny
Lockwood. Best of all is Ray French whose
weekly output is not just readable but full of
common sense and, more importantly, is inspired
by a vision of the future of our great game.
Despite the quality of the writing | am pleased
to note that the new League Weekly has not lost
some of the typographical errors which graced
the old Ruby Bleaguer. For instance, | note that
in a recent Oldham academy fixture "Oldham
had conceded twenty pints before half time. |
just wish I'd been at Manor Park to grab one of
them!

Another regular column in League Weekly is
"Life with the Lynx", an enjoyable insight into
kthe trials and tribulations here at Chorley. | note

that Henry Morris sang the praises of the club's
recent fixture with Hunslet, a high quality match
full of good football and intense drama. As ever,
however, Chorley's progressive chairman was
left tearing his hair out at an attendance of
fewer than 400. We at Oldham do not need
reminding of the difficulty of attracting
spectators as 1200 seems to be about the norm
for a Roughyeds match. While the powers that
be are crowing about record attendances in
Super League (although all the best weekly
averages occur when London Broncos play away
please note) it might be as well for some serious
attention to be paid to LHF Healthplan Divisions
One, Two and Three. It is not good enough to
say individual clubs have to market themselves
effectively when the salary of a commercial
manager could account for the entire marketing
budget of a small club. Most lower division clubs
are entirely reliant on the goodwill of small local
businesses to help sustain them but the bucket
can only go to the same well so often before the
well runs dry. Some years ago | was at Swinton in
the sponsors lounge when the commercial
manager thanked his sponsors for the day with
the sentiment that they were the most
important factor in keeping the club going. Not
the spectators, note, but the sponsors! Not
necessarily true for every club but there's food
for thought there. So isn't it about time more
resources percolated down to the lower
reaches? Without the amateurs and the semi-
professionals where will Super League draw its
players from? Or are we happy to populate our
leading competition with Australian has-beens?

w””//llll'.-

Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.

Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk

Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,

Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

Photo 1. The first photograph
shows action from the encounter
at the Recreation Ground two
years ago when Whitehaven
snatched the spoils from the
Roughyeds with a last minute try
to register a 20 — 17 victory before
a crowd of 1,010. The photo shows
ex- Oldham favourite Howard Hill
being brought down by Neil Roden

Picture 1

Photo 2. The second image goes
back to August 30th 1958 and a
Lancashire cup first round match at
Watersheddings. It was a classic
performance from the Oldham
team who overwhelmed the
visitors, 49 — 5. Alan Davies can be
seen turning towards the posts
with Alan Kellett in support. This
being one of four tries Alan scored
on the day. The attendance was
12,000.




DRLEEVE

With just over a third of the season over | thought it might be interesting to look at my suggested final league
table, which | drew up before the season started and compare it with the situation going into today’s game.

My Prediction As it stands today PTS
1 Leigh Whitehaven 12
P Whitehaven 2 Leigh 10
3 Oldham 3 Batley 10
4 Hull KR 4 Doncaster 10
5 Halifax 5 Hull KR 8
6 Batley 6 Oldham 8
7 Featherstone 7 Featherstone 6
8 Doncaster 8 Halifax 2
9 Rochdale 9 Keighley 2
10  Keighley 10 Rochdale 2

All'in all I'm quite pleased with my predictions. Obviously Doncaster and Batley have done better so far than |
expected and Halifax have disappointed. On top of that Oldham have had to cope with a massive injury
problem. Halifax, it is interesting to see, play their bottom of the league rivals in the next two games so have
the chance to climb the table. Featherstone have difficult games against Whitehaven and Batley and Batley must
also face Leigh who then take on Hull KR. With us having hard matches against Whitehaven and Doncaster
there is every chance of quite a turnaround in the next two games, which will mark the half way stage in the
season. |venture to suggest that my predicted table will be closer toreality when we reach that half way stage.
More of that in the Halifax programme,
but one thing is for certain, this surely
is one hell of a competitive league.

NM

TEXT YOUR MAN OF THE MATCH

Launched TODAY. Fans can vote for their MAN OF THE MATCH and WIN
A VIP DAY OUT AT THEIR CLUB & £50 CASH.

mom (space) Oldham (space)

mom Oldham 9
mom Whitehaven 7

STATISTICS

Player stats for season 2004 ’

Jon Goddard

Appearances
(Including Subs)
[Max. 20]
(inc Law Cup)

Will Cowell

lain Marsh

Gareth Barber

Nick Johnson

Simon Svabic

lan Watson

Paul Southern

John Hough

Dane Morgan

Lee Doran

Martin Elswood

Craig Farrimond

Gavin Dodd

Gavin Johnson

Adam Sharples

Neil Roden

Martin McLoughlin

Steve Molloy

Lee Marsh

Keith Brennan

James Bunyan

James Lomax

Pat Rich

Phil Farrell

DELTANET]

Tries Drop Goals

Goals
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Unrivalled coverage of
Oldham Rugby League
spanning 3 centuries!

Joe Ferguson
1899 to 1923

Arguably the greatest ever Oldham player, Joe made a
record 627 appearances for the club. But for the First
World War his appearances may have crept up to 700, a
fantastic record

Alan Davies
1950 to 1961

Of all the big-name players who graced Watersheddings
in the “Fabulous Fifties”, Alan Davies was king. One of
the greatest centres the sport has ever produced, Davies
was the complete rugby league player

John Hough
1998 to present

John, a local lad, made Oldham RL history on December 2,
1997, when he became the new Roughyeds club’s first
signing. With 180 appearances, he is now contracted for
2004 and looking forward to his 7th season as a Roughyed

Across the decades, the Chronicle has kept its readers on the ball with match reports,
news and views from Oldham Rugby League Club — the Chronicle’s reporters and
photographers have been there for every game.

From the club's first game in 1895 to its most successful post-war season in 1956-57
to the present Oldham Roughyeds, the Chronicle has been on the touchline!

Make the most of your evening with Score on Monday and Roughyeds Round-up
every week during the season

The voice of Oldham for 150 years
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Ol alfrd n
sy skilful player who was
season and also captained

e A skilful player who grabbed
3ARLA, at U18 |evel. Signed from
)7 and quickly secured a first team
‘with injuries in the last few years but

L Fullback/winger Originally signed as a full back
features mainly on the wing, this former Kells
aduated to the top flight during 2001 although
irtailed his opportunities last season. A consistent
cker.

LEBBON Winger A young player with a big future, A
flormer Egremont junior who came into the first team towards
he end of last season and did really well. Toured France with
the NL under 21's last October.

MICK NANYN Three-quarter ‘Haven’s major close season signing
from Rochdale Hornets, older brother of Danny who made his
debut for the Roughyeds a couple of weeks ago. A big pacy
three-quarter who was Hornets’ top scorer last season. ~Good
goal kicker was voted NL1 Young Player of the Year for 2003.

DAVID SEEDS Full back/centre Is one of the best centres outside
Super League. Toured Australia with the BARLA GB squad in
1993. Another product of the famous Kells club, he signed pro
later that year. Established a new club record for career trys in
2002 and taking a deserved benefit this season.

HOWARD HILL Centre/second row Local lad who played for
Oldham Bears in Super League and has now rejoined his
hometown club after a spell at Swinton. He brings a physical
presence to the team and turned in consistently good
performances last season.

RYAN CAMPBELL Centre/back row A former Wath Brow Hornet
who has graduated from the Academy side and has a lot of
potential. A Cumbria County Academy and GB student’s player.

STEVEN WOOD Utility Back A Whitehaven lad who joined the
club last season after playing with Workington. A versatile and
skilful player who filled most of the back positions last season.

JAMIE MARSHALL Winger Former Barrow winger who joined
‘Haven in the close season. Quick and elusive, ‘Haven hope he
shows the form which brought him 26 tries for Barrow last
season.

MARK WALLACE Winger Returned to Whitehaven in 2000 after
spending some time at Workington Town. A pacy winger wh
missed most of last season through injury but is making a good
comeback this year.

LEROY JOE Stand off Re-signed last year after a spell with Hull
KR. Originally joined the club from North Queensland Cowboys.
Represented Cook Island in the 20000 World Cup. A classy
footballer and key member of the ‘Haven squad. Was top try
scorer with 26 last season.

LEE KIDDIE Half back Signed from Kells in 1994 and now in his
benefit season. A skilful and elusive footballer who has been a
regular try scorer for the club and is now approaching his 100th
try for the club. Played for Scotland in the 2003 European
Nations competition.

STEVEN KIRKBRIDE Scrum half Another product of Kells. Joined
Warrington in 1997 and was their Alliance Player of the Year in
20000 before returning home in January 2001." A classy number
7 and a very accurate kicker.

DAVID FATIALOFA Prop A former junior Kiwi who joined the
club in 1996. A strong running and solid tackler who was
‘Haven'’s most consistent forward in 2003.

AARON LESTER Hooker/loose forward Another New Zealander,
Aaron is rated by many as one of the best players outside of
Super League. A dedicated professional who played for
Auckland Warriors before coming here in 1996. Current club
captain.

CARL SICE Hooker Former ‘Haven Academy hooker who re-joined
his home town club last year after featuring fopr Workington.
An exciting runner from dummy half, Carl playerd for Cumbria
against New Zealand A last year.

MARK JACKSON Utility forward This live wire forward was
signed as a hooker from Wath Brow in 2001. A former BARLA
international who has quickly adapted to pro. Rugby filling in
most pack positions in the last two seasons.

DEAN VAUGHAN Prop Young player with tremendous work rate.
A former Academy skipper, looking to bounce back this season
after a 2003 where injuries forced his season to end early.

PHIL SHERWEN Prop Big powerful forward who joined us in
January 2001 after featuring for BARLA in the emerging Nations
World Cup. Another product of Wath brow, he is looking for a
big season in 2004 after missing most of 2003 through injury.

MARK COX Prop Back on loan at the club after joining London
Broncos last season. Looking to re-launch his career after his
2003 season was cut short due to a car accident.

GRAEME MORTON Second row A strong tackling, hard running
forward who never takes a backward step. Signed from Kells in
1993 after representing BARLA Great Britain Under 19's against
Australia and France. Played for Cumbria v New Zealand A last
year. Another in his benefit season.

CHRIS McKinney Second row A member of Widnes Vikings NFP
Premiers in 2001. Returned to his home town team during the
close season and is proving a good acquisition. A hard working,
industrious back row forward.

GARY SMITH Utility forward Signed from kells in 1999 and made
his name in the Alliance side before gaining some first

team experience last season. Selected for the
National League under 21's recently.

SPENCER MILLER Back row Another product of
Kells, he is a hard running forward who was a
regular first teamer last season. Represented
NFP under 21's in 2001 and
played for Scotland in
the 2003 European
Nations
Competition.

BRETT
McDERMOTT
Loose
forward/centre
Signed from
Workington in the
close season and
has also played for
Barrow.  Tough
and  aggressive
and can cover a

number of
positions.
Played for

Cumbria against
New Zealand A
last season.

GARRY PURDHAM

Loose forward Member of
Egremont’s Conference winning
side and has powered his way into

a regular first team spot since
joining the club. Powerful runner
and strong in defence, his brother
Robert plays for London Broncos.

PLAYER
PROFILE

DANE Morgan has become progressively more
influential in the Oldham forwards since he
made his debut against Barrow at Boundary
Park on March 2, 2003.

Now in his second season with the Roughyeds,
the popular Aussie is an anchor in Oldham's
pack. Be it at prop or in the second-row he is
one of the first to have his name pencilled on
the team sheet when Steve Molloy picks his
line-up each week.

Arriving in Oldham during a cold February last
year, he spent many a mid-winter training
session shivering in the cold on the all-weather
pitch at Grange. And Dane himself would be
the first to admit it took him a few weeks to
settle when faced with the hardship of a
northern hemisphere winter.

He also had to come to terms with a different
style of rugby -- English rugby -- as well as settle
down with his newly-acquired wife in new
surroundings and to a different way of life.

He hardly lacked experience, having played
back home for Wests Tigers and Melbourne
Storm and having been to England once before
when he was a substitute for Melbourne on the
occasion they thrashed St Helens in the World
Club Championship.

That was a comparatively brief visit, but he
liked what he saw of England and he vowed
then that, one day, he would come back and
play here.

And so it was that he stepped out in Oldham
colours for the first time with No 10 on his back
on a March day 15 months ago. On the same
day Adam Sharples made his entry into the
senior side at the ripe old age of 17.

The team that beat Barrow 50-11 that day was:
Dodd; Campbell, | Marsh, Goddard, McNicholas;
Svabic, Brennan; Molloy, Murray, Morgan,
Doran, Stazicker, Farrell. Subs: Anderson,
Barber, Shaw, Sharples.

In the first couple of months or so here Dane
struggled to find his feet -- and how he hated
those training nights in the rain, sleet and
biting winds that sweep down into Oldham
from the Pennines in the early part of the year.

He was in the starting line-up only three times
in the first five matches after his arrival, and he
spent the next seven games coming off the
bench, while Molly and Knocker (Paul Norton)
filled the prop positions.

It was when Knocker was forced into
retirement on medical grounds after the 12-10
win against Leigh at Boundary Park on May 25
last year that Dane became an automatic choice
on the blind-side of the front-row.

DANE MORGAN
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y - AUGEORGE HILL
it's never a TRYING
experience. We
have all the products
you need to get the
=right RESULT every time.
/-“ ‘ 'al in for a helping hand not a HAND-OFF

C—T"]

Timber & Building Supplies
Scottfield Sawmills, Ashton Road, Oldham OL8 ILB
- Tel:0161 627 2020 Fax:0161 633 2250

= ~ E-mail: sales@georgehill-timber.co.uk www. georgehill-timber.co.uk
Branches at: Bolton: Tel: 01204 384867 Nelson: Tel: 01282 613933 Sale: Tel:0161 969 7543

Timber & Building Supplies R

/}[ George n.;" o

L d Secondhand tiles and slates
a n S Own bought and sold
Demolition work undertaken

R O Ofl n g All materials can either be

collected or delivered

" Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
U p p | eS . Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

ODPILGRIM

N T ERNATIONA L

l.ocally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

ilgrim-intematlonal.co.uk

brighter fu s

PLAYER SPONSORSHIP 2004

GARETH : PAUL KEITH h WILL
BARBER BENNETT ’ 3 BRENNAN COWELL

SPONSORED BY { SPONSORED BY = SPONSORED BY . | SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM - ' THE v ROUGHYED w MIKE NEILD
ADVERTISER \ ' B ROUGHYETTES Wl KIDS BUILDER'S

GAVIN LEE MARTIN
DODD DORAN ELSWOOD ’m FARRELL

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY E& SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
q JOHN : SADDLEWORTH | (PO GeD smiTH | ,ik §  ratBUZ
BARRETT Sl (ELECTRICAL |
e § SERVICES)

JOHN
HOUGH

GAVIN
JOHNSON

JON
GODDARD
SPONSORED BY
KATHRYN
HEPTONSTALL /

KATHRYN
MOTTRAM

CRAIG
FARRIMOND

SPONSORED BY
THE KING
FAMILY

SPONSORED BY

FRED
LAUGHTON

SPONSORED BY

THE
ROUGHYETTES

IAIN DANE
MARSH _.& . MORGAN
SPONSORED BY 3 . l SPONSORED BY

MARTIN
McLOUGHLIN
SPONSORED BY
MANCHESTER
AIRPORT

NICK
JOHNSON
SPONSORED BY
AJF
EXPRESS |

NEIL ADAM = PAUL Rl SIMON
RODEN SHARPLES SOUTHERN N/ & | SVABIC

SPONSORED BY - SPONSORED BY A SPONSORED BY | z SPONSORED BY
TOTALPLUS B 51 AN TAYLOR : : [ ES VILLAGE
, & 5 ‘ SERVICE
ROSS WiLcock | (g SN  STATION

JAMES STEVE
BUNYAN MARSH R MOLLOY

SPONSORED BY 3 SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
SUNSEEKER | [SEBFY |  OLDHAM
SOLAR ADVERTISER

IAN
WATSON
SPONSORED BY
TYMBUKTU
HEALTH &
BEAUTY CLINIC

KMH
GROUP
ENERGY

SPONSORED BY

H Mullaney ring Dave on 0161 628 3677

& Son Ltd.
Skip Hire

RICH For all Sponsorship deals
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Well we’'re certainly getting
about these days, what with
our trips to Blackpool, the
theatre and now a day out in
Chorley. Unfortunately | don’t
think we are going to see any
Lions or Tigers or Bears today,
not even a ride on a donkey.

Never mind I'm sure we will be able to do those things again sometime. Meanwhile if we shout loud
enough the “lads” will hear it and us will help them to a big win.

Carole and myself hope you enjoyed the trips we arranged and that you are going to tell your friends
what a great time “Roughyed Kids"” have.

Today's mascot is 5 yr. old Owen Baldwin. Owen goes to Thorp Primary School and his favourite player
is captain, Phil Farrell. Those of you who go to the Academy matches will recognise Owen, as Oldham'’s
unofficial score keeper.

Thanks once again to our sponsors, Saddleworth Sports, FR Elswood Ltd, The Oldham Advertiser,
Cartridge World, Oldham, Warburtons Bakery, ASDA, Chadderton 7 A1 Upholstery.

Good Luck to Steve & the “Lads”
See you soon
Janet & Carole

ToDAYS MASCOTS

Owen Baldwin

Age: 5

Hobbies: Oldham’s unofficial score keeper
Favourite Player: Phil Farrell

SUI

Forthcoming events to be held at the Social Club, Alfred St. Werneth: -
22 June — QUIZ NIGHT
20 July — QUIZ NIGHT
1 August — BARBECUE

Our thanks to everybody who contributes to our events, with prizes etc. These donations are much
appreciated and are always very welcome in our efforts to help Oldham Roughyeds.

DON’T MISS OUT - COME AND JOIN US

NOW

playing
even MOre
MusC

variety

the :
revolution

SUBWAYe

@aft Treste

We bake our breads FRESH every day.

We slice our salads FRESH every day.

24 High Street
Oldham.

Made FRESH before your very eyes.

A FRESH alternative to pre-made
burgers.

Tel: 0161 678 2929

Official supplier to the players.

Fax: 0161 678 2999




MAKE AN IMPACT!

£600 buys your team
a set of 17 playing kits

Call into Oldham, Failsworth
or Shaw Jobcentres

A wide selection of jobs - full and part time
Information on trainign opportunities
Local and National Jobsearches

Help with Jobsearch skills

Additional help for Single Parents

Advice on Working Families’ Tax Credit
Extra help for people with health problems

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 9.00am to 5.00pm
Wednesday 10.00am to 5.00pm

Job Centre®

Part of the Jobcentre Plus network
Department for work and Pensions

Call Mike Humble
for details on
07736 683 827

KUKRI

Who Wears Wins

www.kukrisports.com

CONSERVATORIES

Tel: 01706 880887

Showsite & Office:
Booth’s Garden Centre,
Turf Lane, Royton
Oldham OL2 6JH

WINDOWS & DOORS

RYDER & DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

ON THIS DAY

DON YATES LOOKS BACK TO JUNE-20TH YESTERYEAR

Although Oldham fans will, once again, have
had to travel for today's home game, they
will not have had to travel as far as they did
seven years ago to watch their favourites. On
Friday 20th June 1997 Oldham were playing
12,000 miles away when they visited Adelaide
in the World Club Championship. There was a
crowd of 13,852 at Adelaide Oval that
evening when the Rams defeated the Bears
42-14. Oldham took the lead in the second
minute of that match when Paul Topping
scored after the Adelaide defence failed to
deal with a Martin Crompton bomb. Francis
Maloney converted to put Oldham 6-0 in
front. By half-time the Rams had recovered to
lead 18-6 and, from then on, they were never
in danger. Joe Faimalo and Francis Maloney
did score tries for Oldham in the second half
but the Bears never looked capable of
overhauling their hosts.

Twelve months later, three local juniors were
‘down under’ in Australia with the BARLA
touring team. The opening match of that
1998 tour took place at Davies Park, Mareeba,
near Cairns, on Saturday 20th June when the
tourists met a North Queensland Aboriginal
squad. Winger Paul Brassington (Waterhead)
and hooker Jason Wilkes (Saddleworth
Rangers) were included in the team whilst
utility player Emerson Jackman (Saddleworth
Rangers) sat that match out. After an hour of
the match BARLA trailed 24-22 but the
tourists stepped up a gear in the closing
quarter to win 36-24.

Another former Oldham junior, winger Terry
O'Grady of St.Marys, was in sensational form
when the senior British Lions met Wide Bay at
Maryborough on Sunday 20th June 1954.
Great Britain won that match 60-14 and, in so
doing, ran in 14 tries. Five of those tries were
scored by O'Grady.

The 1984 British Lions included five Oldham
players within their ranks including current
Oldham assistant coach Mick Worrall. They
were not the most successful touring team of

all time and on Wednesday 20th June 1984
suffered a particularly disappointing defeat
when they met Toowoomba. After scoring an
early try, the Lions crumbled to a'12-4 half-

time deficit and eventually lost 18-16, a final !

score which flattered the: tourists. Oldham’s
Des Foy began the match at centre but was

replaced midway through the first half by the|

other Oldham player involved in the match,
Ray Ashton.

The 1914 Lions tour of Australasia included

the famous Rorke's Drift test. Three players |

from Oldham, Alf Wood, Billy Hall and-Dave
Holland, played in that epic test. Earlier in the
tour, on Saturday 20th June 1914, Great
Britain registered a superb 22-8 victory over
Queensland before a 12,000 crowd. in
Brisbane. Stand-off Billy Hall, usually a centre,
played against Queensland

and scored one of the
six British tries.

In both 1928 and
1932 the Great
Britain touring team
were managed by
Oldham official
George - Hutchins.
Only one Oldham

player was
involved in those
tours, Bob

Sloman in 1928. It
was on Wednesday
20th June 1928
that the Lions
won 23-13
against
Ipswich with
Sloman
turning out in
the second-
row

e et




ON THE SOCIAL FRONT s
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B\ CLAYDON

f SO.LLEITORS Sgince 1.7958 [

s TR T8 LTE Y

/
/

/
/ \
/' John Armstrong, Clerk Of The Peace, Oldham and Lancashire rugby player, early \
/" pioneer of both Oldham Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong, Whitticker and Ogden \.
forerunners to today's Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Claydon

WATCH ALL THE IMPORTANT GAMES IN EURO 2004
INCLUDING ALL ENGLAND GAMES, LIVE ON THE BEST BIG PSS R S S NS S
SCREEN IN THE TOWN AT OLDHAM RL SOCIAL CLUB. DX 23607 OLOHAM EMAIL@wrigleyciaydon.com

WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com

ALFREDST., WERNETH. FAX 0161 624 3743 TEeL 0161 624 6811

SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

Better.

www.ijustgotbetter.com

NEXT GAME

MONDAY 21 JUNE 7-45pm come and
see for

yourself FREE

DAY PASS

to learn potential
H B OLDHAM

Ol [])[; ; AM With 2 wid f 2 BUSINESS Oldham Business Management School offers

% Al Ith a wide range ot courses to p . g

COLLEGE ehoosa from! yogu could improve @ MANAGEMENT H!gher Edu_catmn at Undergraduatg, Degree,
R your job prospects, aim for SCHOOL Higher National, NVQ and Professional

higher education or simply enjoy HIGHER Programmes levels. \II)Ve tak(_z pride in oﬂ(:nlng
wwwooldham.ac.uk  learning a new skill. EDUCATION courses that turn ambitions into successfu

O “A great place ¢ ) Maximise your

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

rrty

www.obms.ac.uk  careers quickly, professionally and affordably. §

i Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL
For course enquiries and prospectus requests call

Freephone 0800 269 480 HRliEamemeEenteis 4Ly 615 5050 |

erlal reception W clain your free day pass at Better Health CluL, One advert ver person,




I.EAGUE

EEKI
-] - =\
Danny Lockwood, publlsher

THE promotion and relegation debate looks set fair to stay with us for
the next 18 months, as rugby league considers its options in light of
Perpignan’s invitation to the party. It's ironic, given that the constantly
changing face of the professional sport seemed to have settled down
over the past couple of years. The most dogmatic critics of the modern
game have almost unanimously swallowed their arguments, as Super
League has dragged the sport Kicking into the 21st century. Indeed the
latest three-division format provides tremendously competitive
platforms throughout the pro game. With the Skolars beating Swinton
last week, and the LHF National League Three now providing a further
link between the grassroots nationwide growth and the bottom of the
pro game, rugby league’s case for being considered a ‘national’ sport
has never been more sound.

True, there are enough ‘national’ teams playing here, there and v
everywhere, to start their own league. Is the ‘Irish’ team that plays the
USA on St Patrick’s Day the same as the Irish team that entered the last
World Cup? Obviously the English team playing in the current Home
Nations isn't the same as the England A that nearly beat the all-conquering Kangaroos last October. We're all -
pretty clear about the difference between the Gt Britain big boys and the BARLA Gt Britain lads who will shortly be
touring Australia. And | think the Academy tourists going down under are no relation to the Academic Lions | seem
to recall from last year. It will all come out in the-wash. However if it means we get the same level of funding as
the union chappies, and lift the Gillette Tri-Nations to boot, then you can give everyone who ever strapped boots
on an international cap for my money.

But we're still left with the thorny promotion/relegation issue. And as long as the answer lies with the vested
interests of the existing Super League clubs, | don’t believe we are likely to get a solution which provides the best
long-term future for the game. Two-down-one-up, one-down-none-up, one down and a play-off ... we’ve had all
kinds of possibilities thrown out. A 13-team league, 14-team league .... take your pick. What is assured at the
moment is that the Super League perennials are highly unlikely to vote for anything which dilutes their revenue
streams, and that in itself limits the number of possible outcomes.

After the absolute mess of the 2000 World Cup, the RFL reinvented itself and whether through luck or judgment,
found itself an executive chairman and a management team to build a bright new future. The success, in financial,
marketing, development and organisational terms, has been profound.

My own feeling is that promotion and relegation to and from Super League should end, probably the year after
next. I'll expand on my reasons for that some other time. For now, the Perpignan introduction creates the right
time and place to examine the entire structure, and consider a whole range of associated issues. Those decisions
should be arrived at independently of the vested interests, under the guiding eye of Richard Lewis. The clubs have
managed to trust Mr Lewis on many issues we wouldn’t have thought possible a scant few years ago, and been
richly rewarded for it. Why stop there?

Super League ... an exclusive club, or an
open door to all-comers?

LEAGUE WEEKLY - Featuring Ray French, Denis Betts, Dave ‘Nosey’ Parker,
Peter Roe, Maurice Bamford, plus Phil Hodgson on the amateur game.
Full national & international coverage. Full colour! Full on! EVERY MONDAY

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD ¢ GREENFIELD
OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

Adamsons

== CRASH REPAIR CENTRE mm—

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT

DS ARM
REPAIR SPECIALISTS GUMSHIE! CUARDS
ST\CK M\ﬂs HELMETS
i PROT,
Approved repairers to all KICKING TEE® : ECTIVE vegr
leading insurance companies QUGBY BALLS ACKLE Bogg
TRAINING LADDERS SHIELD cong

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

OLDHAM'’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor OPTIMUM
Oldham OL4 1JG SO aaile
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE i e L -

* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

Oldham Labour Party continuing its support for
OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

OFFICES

Michael Meacher MP
Oldham West & Royton

Phil Woolas MP
Oldham East & Saddleworth

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

Lord Chambers
11 Church Street
Oldham OL1 3AN

0161 626 5779 0161 624 4248

David Heyes MP
Ashton-U-Lyne

Coun. David Jones
Leader Oldham Labour Group

Suite 4 St Michaels Court
St Michaels Sq
Ashton-under-Lyne
Oldham OL6 6XN
0161 331 9307

Lord Chambers y
11 Church Street 7
Oldham OL1 3AN  ,/

0161 628 8346
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OLDHAM R.L.F.C

C hg B
Roudhyeds

£1 TO WIN
OLDHAM RLFC
THE TOWNS No1

LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week

YOUR CHANCE TO WIN

| ‘A=i,b”6'h3at‘éd'ca5h Prize

" NO NEED
TO CLAIM

 REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL

www.ttexpress.co.uk

WAREHOUSING
~_AND
DISTRIBUTION

TT EXPRESS (Oldham) Ltd

Wﬁﬂ:‘ll dSt::teet

0161 628 5584 “Magisrten
e OL9 9EX

LTS

Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham

OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS
ESCORTED LOADS

Hyde

Failsworth -

- Stephen Howard.................ccc........ 0161
Ashton - Jobn Mills/David Savidge .......... 0161

Peter Scholes ...

ALLEN MILLS HOWARD & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants & Registered Auditors

Supporting Oldham R.L.EC in Oldham & Tameside

Sfor all your accountancy, audit & taxation advice contact:

- 366 6535
- 339 6140

..................... 0161 -681 5600

Library Chambers, 48 Union Street, Hyde, Cheshire, SK14 1ND

- Telephone 0161 366 6535 Fax 0161 367 8584
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FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREA‘I‘EST GAME...
cagver |

Bague Exp resf

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895 [u--L].-
...OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT total

POWERGEN

Power in young hands

Powergen Champion Schools Tournament

We're delighted to sponsor the Powergen Champion Schools
Tournament, the largest knockout Rugby League tournament in
the world. The competition helps more than 16,000 young
players from over 800 UK teams train and learn through this
energising sport. As sponsors of the Powergen Challenge Cup

.. we're giving our full commitment to this prestigious tournament.

i g For more information on the Powergen Champion

Schools Tournament call 0113 237 5016.

‘Powergen | Power in good hands

¥




PROGRAMME
SPONSOR

You won't want

DATE | OPPONENTS cup | VENUE [K. 0.|ResuLr| wi| ATt DAVID MCNEENEY
01/02/04 | Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Home |15.00| 64-14 | W |1096 >
06/02/04 | Castleford Panthers |powergencc| Home |19.30| 16-8 | W |1003
15/02/04 | Leigh Centurions | AT Cup | Away |15.00] 5132 [ L [2316 TODAY'’S CHAMPAGNE
22/02/04 | Swinton Lions AT Cup | Away |15.00| 18-30 | W | 783 [ )
29/02/04 | Sharlston Rovers [powergencc| Home |[19.45| 24-4 | W (1301 MOMENT SPONSORED
07/03/04 | Leigh Centurions | AT Cup | Home |15.00| 10-54 | L |1805 BY :
14/03/04 | Warrington Wolves |powergen cc| Home |[15.00| 10-44 | L |2859
21/03/04_| Chorley Lynx AT Cup | Away |15.00] 1040 [w [ 370 WINOS OF OLDHAM AND
28/03/04 | Powergen CC Powergen EDDIE LUCKRAFT
Quarter Finals GC
28/03/04 | Rochdale Hornets | AT Cup | Home |[18.00| 56-12 [ W [1214
04/04/04 | Swinton Lions AT Cup | Home |15.00| 42-15 | W | 983
09/04/04 | Rochdale Hornets AT Cup | Away [15.00] 12-48 | W [1305 ALL TYPES OF
12/04/04 | Featherstone Rovers NL 1 Home |15.00| 50-24 | W | 1320
18/04/04 | Powergen CC Powergen M ATCH D AY
Semi Final 1 GE
18/04/04 | Halifax NL1 Away [15.00] 6-25 | W [1807
25/04/04 | Powergen Powergen s PO N S o RS H l P
CC Semi Final 2 CC
25/04/04 | Doncaster AT Cup | Away |15.00f 32-28 | L | 835 AVAI LAB LE

02/05/04 | Leigh Centurions NL 1 Home |15.00| 20-60 | L |2104
09/05/04 | Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 Away |[15.00f 29-22 | L [2121
15/05/04 | Powergen CC Final  |Powergen CC

GIVE DAVE BRADSHAW

23/05/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL 1 Home |15.00( 26-24 | W |1243 A RING ON

30/05/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL 1 Home |15.00( 20-44 | L |1541

06/06/04 | AT Cup Quarter Finals|] AT Cup 01 61 628 3677

13/06/04 | Keighley Cougars NL1 Away [15.00] 28-33 | W [1153

20/06/04 | Whitehaven NL 1 Home |15.00 OR SIMPLY BOOK

27/06/04_| AT Cup Semi Finals _| AT Cup A TABLE FOR A PRE

04/07/04 | Doncaster Dragons NL1 Away | 15.00

11/07/04 | Halifax NL 1 Home | 15.00 MATCH 4 COURSE

18/07/04 | At Cup Final AT Cup LUNCH WITH WINE

25/07/04 | Leigh Centurions NL1 Away | 15.00

01/08/04 | Hull Kingston Rovers | NL1 | Home | 15.00 AND SEATS IN THE

08/08/04 | Rochdale Hornets NL1 Away [15.00

15/08/04 | Batley Bulldogs NL1 Away [ 15.00 SPONSORS LOUNGE

22/08/04 | Keighley Cougars | NL1 | Home |15.00 £27.50 i :

29/08/04 | Whitehaven NL1 Away |15.00 IR :

05/09/04 | Featherstone Rovers NL1 Away |15.00 (£20 FOR SEASON

12/09/04 | Doncaster Dragons | NL 1 Home |15.00 TICKET HOLDERS)

19/09/04 [ NL 1 &2 Play-offs NL1 e

26/09/04 | NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NLT Oldham__¢ * ¥ S3~ (@A
03/10/04 | NL 1 & 2 Play-offs NLT - Adveruser o
10/10/04 | NL 1 &2 Grand Finals| _NL1 s B et T e
17/10/04 |NL1 &2 Pom/Releg.|  NL1 OIdh.am BLFC fully support the Le_t's tackle ' g B ]‘C‘ld

Play-offs Racism in Rugby League campaign and ‘ Your hcﬁlﬂ ?\'L(‘\‘)’ “
welcomes all players and spectators v o ). and that’s 0 101

Key irrespective of their ethnic or racial v‘ ’ :
AT Cup - Arriva Trains Cup origins. Racism has no place in our game

Powergen CC - Powergen Challenge Cup and racist chants are totally unacceptable.

NL1 - National League Division 1 Allow everyone to enjoy the game.




