CLUB HONOURS ; LEEDS RHINOS  OLDHAM

CHAMPIONSHIP WINNERS: 3 3
1960-61, 1968-69, 1971-72, 2004 E Lee Smith
Beaten Finalists: 1914-15, 1928-29, s

1929-30, 1930-31, 1937-38, 1969-70, 14 Matt Gardner

1972-73, 1998 F
Calvin Watson

Jon Goddard
Gavin Dodd
Damian Munro
Alex Wilkinson
Nick Johnson
Simon Svabic

CHALLENGE CUP WINNERS:  § Chris Buttery
1909-10,1922-23, 1931-32, R L NP
1935-36, 1940-41, 1941-42, ! Danny Williams

195657, 1967-68, 1976-77,
1977-78, 1999 Scott Murrell

Beaten Finalists: 1942-43, 1946-47,
1970-71, 1971-72, 1993-94, 1994-95, 8 John Gallagher

2000, 2003 1 Wayne McDonald

Marty Turner

Paul Norman
John Hough
Andrew Isherwood
Simon Haughton
Mark Roberts
Alan Kilshaw

Will Cowell
James Kirkland
Gavin Johnson
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REGAL TROPHY V/|NNERS: § damielensen

1972-73, 1983-84 / ] .
Beaten Finalists: 1982-83/1987-88. ‘; (c) Barrie McDermott

1991-92 4 W
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PREMIERSHIP V/INNERS: | (A
197475, 197879 | Gareth Ellis
Beaten Finalists: 1994-95 ]
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Nick Scruton

YORKSHIRE CUP Jason Golden

WINNERS: 3 o Eo S
1921-22, 1928-29, 1930-31, 1932-33, A Chris Feather

1934-35. 1935-36, 1937-38. 1858-59, i
1968-69. 1970-71, 1972-73, 1973-74, Luke Stenchion

1975-76. 1976.77. 1979-80.:1980-81. R N T
1988-89 . Ashley Gibson

Beaten Finalists: 1919-20, 1947-48, d

\1961-62, 1964-65 : Carl Ablett
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Rob Barraclough

YORKSHIRE LEAGUE

b " TONIGHT'S MATCH OFFICIALS

1901-02, 1927-28, 1930-31, 1933-34.
1934-35. 1936-37. 1950-51. 1954-55. Referee: Ron Laughton e TJ: S Taylor and D Turtle

1956-57, 1960-61, 1966-67, 1967-68. ; , S : 2 E
1968-69, 1969-70 e A A S R _:.
NEXT AT HEADINGLEY

CHARITY SHIELD: London Broncos, Friendly, Tuesday February 25th, 8.00pm
Beaten Finalists: 1995-96 . " " o T




Tetley's — proud to support
Barrie McDermott in his
Testimonial Season

First of all, | would like to thank you for attending my
testimonial game this evening and for purchasing this
match programme. This is the start of my testimonial
year and it is great to have your support from the start.

a successful year in their respective
divisions.

Whilst it will be a special night for
me personally, it is also a very
important game for us on the field as

well. We are just a fortnight away
from arguably the biggest game
in the club’s history with the

Carnegie World Club

Challenge at Elland Road on

- 4th February. All the players
are looking forward to taking
on the best the NRL has to
offer and everyone will be
out to put their hand up for
selection with a good
performance tonight.

It will be special to play

against my home town club, as

) unfortunately we do not play
each other anymore, and |
would like to thank Chris
Hamilton and Gary
Mercer for making the
=, | game possible. |
] know there has been
| alot of interest back
in Oldham about
the game and a
special warm
welcome to
Headingley to all
\ the Oldham fans
who have
travelled across
the Pennines.
Although it is
over a decade
since | played

| would like to extend a warm thank
you to Gary Hetherington and the
Leeds club for granting me the
testimonial year and | am really
looking forward to the game and
deeply honoured that a great
club like Leeds has ;
allowed me a
testimonial. | would
also like to thank
both sets of
players for
appearing in the
game as both
sides build up for
what they will be
hoping will be

at the Watersheddings it is touching
to know that you still remember my
efforts there. | have always been and
will always remain immensely proud
to be an Oldham lad, as any Rhinos
player will tell you, and it is great to
see you here tonight.

A big thank you must go to Pam
and Phil Wilson at APB Scaffolding
for their support of tonight’s game.
Pam and Phil are massive
supporters of the club and were only
too willing to support my testimonial
which was great news.

When | set out at Leeds ten years
ago | always hoped that | would be
able to have a long and successful
career at Headingley but | never
dared dream of the great times |
have had over the past ten years
and with this current group of
players it could be that the best
times are still to come. | have played
under some inspirational coaches
and alongside some great players
and it would be unfair to start
singling people out. There have
obviously been highs and lows down
the years but Headingley has always
felt like home for me and it is great
to now be an adopted Yorkshireman.

Finally, | would like to a say a big
thank you to everyone who has
helped me during my career. | won't
go into too much detail as there are
big lists in both my book and the
brochure but thank you all,
especially my family and friends who
have stuck with me through the bad
times and enjoyed the good times
with me.

I look forward to meeting up with
you all over the course of the next
year and once again thank you all.

Barrie




TONY SMITH

Welcome back to Headingley for tonight’s game against
Oldham and our third pre-season game as we hbuild up to

the start of the new season.

We have had a busy week this week
with the joint sessions with the
England Rugby Union squad. The
experience has been excellent, very
good and very enjoyable. We have
just started the relationship and they
have been our guests on this
occasion.

Hopefully it will be reciprocated in
the future and we can go as their
guests to their headquarters.

Everybody has enjoyed it totally
and the feedback from everybody
involved has been very, very
positive. | know all my players and
coaching staff are buzzing about it.

I think it's a great initiative and
there is plenty for both teams to
benefit from, some of which is the
publicity that it brings to rugby
league. That's something | suppose
we've struggled with to some degree
because of where we are and how
it's seen as a northern sport. | think
it's opened the eyes of a few people
down south. Having said that, |
would have been happy have done
the sessions without any publicity
and any future sessions behind
closed doors, | am that convinced
that this is a good thing for our team
and our club.

We have had two pre-season
games so far. We were pleased with
our performance against Wakefield

on Boxing Day given that it was our
first game of pre-season and we
were especially pleased with the
performance of our younger players.
Unfortunately at York they will have
been disappointed with aspects of
their play but it is important that they
learn from that and improve.

| would like to welcome Gary
Mercer and the Oldham team to
Headingley tonight. | know they will
be building towards the start of their
season and this game will be a vital
part in their preparations.

On behalf of everyone at the club |
would like to congratulate Barrie

McDermott on the start of his
testimonial year. Barrie is a pleasure
to work with. | have obviously got
him at the later part of his career, but
he is very enthusiastic to learn and
he has a real desire to get better. He
wants to please the people he plays
with and his coach and he has got a
real hunger for success. He will do
whatever is within his means to
achieve that.

Off the field he is a great character
and he has been a real influence on
the younger players, as club captain.
He is very entertaining, but
thoughtful as well. Whenever | have
heard him speak at functions or on
the radio or I've read what he has
written, he has always made a point
of being respectful to people.

Barrie is very professional in the
way he goes about things. In our
team meetings he has expressed his
desire to back up what was a very
good year for him in 2004.

Preparations are going well for the
start of the season and with the
addition of Gareth Ellis to the squad
from last season we are in good
shape for the challenges which
await. We have the game against
London on Tuesday at Headingley
which will be a good test before the
Carnegie World Club Challenge. |
know the fans are really excited
about the game against the Bulldogs
but we will be preparing for it as we
do all our games. We have earned
the right to be in the game but we
will have to earn the right to win it on
the night. If we can produce the right
level of performance we will
hopefully do ourselves justice.

| hope you enjoy the game
tonight.

Tony
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Two names who figure prominently in Barrie’s story of his

time at Headingley return with the hometown club who
granted him his first rung on the professional ladder.

Newly appointed Roughyeds coach
Gary Mercer (below), who crossed
the Pennines in the close season
after coming desperately close to
saving Castleford from the dreaded
drop in 2004, was one of the senior
influences in the Leeds dressing
room when Barrie arrived from
Wigan.

Capped 21 times by his country —
including playing full back for the
Kiwis in the 1988 World Cup Final
against Australia in Auckland —
‘Ming’ made 150 starting
appearances in blue and amber
including consecutive Challenge
Cup Finals at Wembley in 1994 and
95.

Always totally committed and a
passionate competitor, the majority
of his games for Leeds were in the
second row and his value such that
when the club suffered an injury
crisis in 2001, he became one of
the very few players to return to
Headingley to help out.

A terrific dressing room influence,
he is described by Barrie in his best
selling autobiography as, “someone
who always gave 100 per cent and
really led from the front....one of the
most workaholic players in the
game”, an accolade which wins him
a place on the bench in Barrie’s
‘dream team’.

Similarly, Simon Haughton’s
name figures prominently in Barrie’s
tome, the former Wigan back rower
- who played in over 100 Super
League matches for the cherry and
whites but has just returned to the
code with Oldham after a spell at
Orrell - the unwitting victim of a

BARRIE McDERMOTT TESTIMONIAL - TEN YEARS AT THE TOP

collision in an infamous Challenge
Cup Fourth Round tie at Headingley
which saw Barrie spend the final
hour in his civvies.

Yorkshireman Haughton, whose
name has consistently been linked
with the Rhinos at various stages of
his career, has always been a try
scoring phenomenon, usually from
distance, appearing in the
‘Guinness Book of Records’ for his
prolific feats in his junior days.

His likely pack partner at
Boundary Park is Andrew
Isherwood, who also came through
the Wigan Academy and made five
appearances off the bench for the
Warriors in 1998-9 before injury
struck. That misfortune continued
to dog him at Leigh but in his junior

days he was rated as one of the
best prospects in the game and will
be looking to recapture that form.
He signaled his intent by taking
his side’s man of the match
nomination in their first run out of
this year, a 24-8 defeat to
neighbours Rochdale in the
traditional A.J. Law Cup contest.
Two team mates from Hilton Park
have moved across with him, prop
Paul Norman and former Halifax
and Widnes flyer Damian Munro.
Arguably the biggest capture for
2005 by Oldham is centre Alex
Wilkinson who was released by Hull
after initially breaking through at
Bradford and playing on-loan at

CONTINUED DN PAGE 8

Andrew Isherwood
Pic: Otdham Evening Chronicle
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AND THE NEW SEASON
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7

London and under Tony Smith for
Huddersfield in 2003. A strong
finisher and damaging runner out
wide, he is expected to fashion
chances for two quality wingers to
exploit, former Student international
Gavin Dodd and Nick Johnson who
finished 2004 as joint seventh in the
list of try scorers in all competitions,
snaring a highly impressive 25 in 31
appearances.

Almost an entire side has left
over the close season including
former Loiners Steve Molloy, the
veteran international prop, who was
player/coach but has joined the
new Blackpool set up and David
Gibbons who has returned to the
city after linking up with Hunslet.

Batley have benefited the most
with a car load coming East
containing Barrie’s Irish
International colleague Martin
McLoughlin, play maker Neil
Roden, lain Marsh and
Dane Morgan while
three departures
have headed for
Swinton in

experienced Welsh international half
back or hooker lan Watson, prop
Paul Southern and Lee Marsh.
Cumbrian Jon Roper, who played
in Super League with Warrington,
London, Salford and Castleford,
has moved home to Workington
but there is still plenty of
experience in the Roughyeds
ranks.

Livewire hooker John Hough
was with Roper at Wilderspool,
stand off Simon Svabic, who
was also very highly regarded

as a junior, scored 50 points for
. g . Salford in Super League from
s {4 E " 1998-2000, around the same time
\‘»“ : that three quarter James Bunyan
: : was breaking through at
: Huddersfield.
To fill the gaps in his squad,
Mercer has recruited Matty Turner

Simon Haughton &
from Melbourne Storm and

Pic: Oldham Evening
Chronicle

Alex Wilkinson

captured his third Cook Islander to
bolster the pack last week when
Jonathan Wilson joined compatriots
Carlos Mataoro and Tere Glassie in
Greater Manchester.

Oldham finished fourth in
National League One last season
before losing out to Featherstone at
home in the play offs and reached
the fifth round of the Challenge Cup
and quarter finals in the Arriva
Trains Cup.

The last time they were here was
in their final match as a Super
League club in September 1997
when, as the Bears, they lost 42-16
in the old Premiership Play Offs;
Paul Atcheson, Afi Leuila and
Howard Hill scoring their tries with
ex-Leeds junior Francis Maloney
contributing two goals.

By Phil Caplan
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