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Oldham Council
is proud of its

Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rlch heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM S8t

Metropolitan Borough [

oldham)together

the outlook’s bright

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk
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The Roughyeds
Oldham Rughy League Football Club
(1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer
ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS Nic Walker

Clare Gross
TIMEKEEPER David Lord

COMMERCIAL MANAGER Sam Hague

COMMUNITY MARKETING OFFICER
Andy Deakin

PROGRAMME EDITOR Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not
necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of
Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.
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The Chairman’s Thoughts The high hopes of Chris Hamilton
From The Touchline Gary Mercer looks forward to 2005

In The Community New campaigns for 2005

As lan Sees It Bringing in the new!

In Yer Face With Geoff Cooke

From The Pen Of Michael Turner

In The News

Walkerbout with Brian Walker

Today’s Opponents Pen pics for Blackpool Panthers

Team Profile A look at the new Oldham RLFC

Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today's mascot
On This Day Don Yates looks back to February 13th yesteryear
League Weekly Up to date news from the League Weekly

Club Cash

2004 Final Statistics

National League Talk Time For Answers By GARETH WALKER
Fixtures & Sponsors

Today’s Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup \
Finalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park

HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001

at Huntington Stadium

v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001

RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park j

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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With that in mlnd Iets really get behind the lads today and set the

tone for the season ahead

After what has seemed like an endless close season (five
months) we are now ready for the off as we start the
Northern Rail Cup competition for 2005.

As we have said several times already the end of last
season was bitterly disappointing to all concerned
and resulted in wholesale changes at the club which
has seen virtually a new team arrive at the club.

Like every other team at this stage we will start the
season with high hopes and lots of expectation and
certainly this competition is one in which we have,
since its inception, under performed having never
progressed beyond the group stages.

Hopefully this year will see at least a change to that
scenario and Gary mercer and all the lads have been
working hard in pre season towards goals like that.

If you look at the two divisions this time around | think
you would find it even harder than before to pick your
league winners or even your top sixes and with a mix
of both first and second division sides in each group
of the Northern Rail cup it should certainly make for
some very interesting games.

With that in mind you need look no further than
today's opponents Blackpool who will be playing
their first ever competitive match and will be sure to
be fired up. With several interesting signings
including our former player coach Steve Molloy we
will have to be on our guard and playing to our
potential to take the two points on offer today

We know from personal experience that playing at
Blackpool can work and after today we wish Henry
Morris and everybody connected with the new club
good luck.

Back to our own team and there is no doubt that we
have added some real quality with our signings this
close season and although our losses in the pre
season games were not what we would have wanted
this time it has been more important to get the new
lads playing together and gelling as a team. Our
preparations have also been hampered by the
seemingly never-ending attempts to get our three
Cook Islands Internationals over to this country.

With that task now completed our shortage of size in
the front row that was only too evident in our three
games so far should be removed and we will have
the ability to put teams on the back foot.

One thing is for sure though nobody has ever won
the Northern Rail Cup or the LHF National One Grand
Final from the points they gained from pre season
friendlies and in that respect we start off from the
same point as every other team.

With that in mind lets really get behind the lads today
and set the tone for the season ahead and start to
make Boundary park a place where no other team
wants to come to.

Thank you to everybody who has attended today and
to all of our supporters for your ongoing support
throughout the off-season.

Enjoy the game

Christopher Hamilton

with Gary Mercer

Good afternoon and a warm welcome to e
Park for our 1st competltlve match for 2005.

I'm sure you will agree significant changes have taken place with a
huge turn-around in playing staff. Recruitment has been slow, as
many considerations, had to be taken with 12 of last seasons 1st
team players moving clubs for various reasons, so it was important
that the personnel, | was to bring in were of good quality and even
better than the previous playing staff.

Recruitment is vital when expectations are high, with a club like
Oldham with a great Rugby League history and pedigree; | knew it
was important to make sure | got it right! | am a big fan of a big pack
which is both mobile and assertive and by that we have had some
quality individuals put pen to paper.

The new Kiwi, Cook Island influence is strong with Marty Turner from
Melbourne Storm and Tere Glassie, Jonathan Wilson and Carlos
Matoera making up the Cook Island contingent. The inclusion of
Simon Haughton will give the squad the experience required, which
is always important to a newly formed team.

And too bring all the new players together and getting them to gel
into a collective unit as one which is a challenge for both Keith
Brennan and myself. Having already played 3 pre-season friendlies,
the highlight for me is the progress of the younger contingent in
Danny Nanyn and young James Kirkland. They have both shown a
great appetite to do well and if they continue their progress, you will
seethe push for a regular 1st team jersey in 2005.

To sum up the majority of the new signings, they all have one thing in
common ambition, to make the next step and to further their careers
beyond the part time environment. They are a great set of lads and |
am enjoying working with them and hopefully they will take on board
the knowledge and experience gained, to prolong and progress their
careers.

I would like to welcome Mark Lee and his Blackpool squad to
Boundary Park, today in our first official outing for 2005 season. Mark
has also assembled a new look side, and | wish them all the success
in their National 2 competition.

Hope you enjoy the game, and lets all get behind the boys, for the
forthcoming 2005 campaign.

Yours in Sport
Gary

From The Touchline

yone, to Boundary

0&A

WITH GARY MERCER

UltimateRoughyed asked
Will you still be registered as a player just in
case we suffer a few injuries during the
season |?

Gary replied
No not as a player.

Matt asked

The majority of people that post on this
message board are passionate about the
club. In your opinion and from your experience
with SL clubs, what are the key things fans can
do to help drive Oldham back to the elite?

Gary replied

Just your vocal support to the te
da t some “Drums” beating to
boys

Loyal Supporter1 asked

Firstly can | congratulate you on bringing
some real quality to the club. Don't think too
many people can argue with the squad this
year.

My question is the following:

At this level fitness tends to win most games.
Therefore, how much emphasis will be put on
stamina building compared to skills and
designing set moves?

Thank you for your time. Good luck for 2005 -
The Year of the Roughyeds

Gary replied

Our Pre-season started 2nd week in
Novembe C
S have to
arry us through.
Everything | have it in my playing days
and early coaching years, has been put in
place here at Oldham. As for s and set
moves, they are too important but, this time in
the season, fitness and stamina building are
paramount.
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North Ainley Halliwell
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34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 1PS
Tel: 0161 646 5614
01 61 633 0074 e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk
web: www.northainley.co.uk DX23605

So the new season is upon us and everybody is looking forward
to the start of what should be a very exciting campaign. Here in

the community department our season just keeps on going year

round, and we’ve managed to make a smooth transition from last

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

years playing staff to this years.

The early stages of 2005 have seen our schemes being
delivered by both Marty Turner and Simon Haughton, Simon is
very familiar with such schemes after spending time in the
community department down at the Wigan Warriors, but Marty
isn't so familiar with proceedings. Thankfully | think he's finally
getting the hang of it!! He needn't worry though, more support
from the other side of the world will soon be arriving in the
shape of our three Cook Island internationals, who will all being
getting involved and visiting schools in your area.

Also negotiations are currently underway with our strategic
partners in our community programme to discuss the positives
and the negatives of last seasons, as well as new and
innovative ideas for 2005, which will hopefully allow us to reach
a greater amount of children within the borough.

Watch this space next time for inside information, when the
players give you feedback on the scheme, and how they think
it benefits the community.

AD

PREDICTIONS
LEAGUE

This season will see a brand new
competition launched by Oldham
Rugby. It will involve you testing
your knowledge of the game (lack
of knowledge for some of us!
Including me) against other
supporters, for the right to claim
first place, £5600+ worth of prizes,
and braggin rights to being the
most informed supporter within the
borough.

For more information
contact the office on

0161 628 3677




Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com

CONSERVATIVE

Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
accessories and more

call 01706 882414
or visit our website

www.talking-rugby.co.uk

14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham

I RiBBL

PACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000
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So here we go again in the brave new world of 2005, and isn't it new ,too! By
my reckoning we retain just eight players who would have been regarded as
regular first teamers last season- messrs. Barber, Cowell, Dodd, Elswood,
Goddard, Hough, N. Johnson and Svabic. At the same time no less than 15

players have gone and, as | write, ten new ones arrived ,to join the above eight
plus the fringe youngsters who also remain.

o

And it is not just the size of the player turn over which is
startling, but also the importance of the players who have
left. Play-making half-backs , all the props , and the whole
of the back-row , as well as most of the centres represent
not only the core of any side but most of its periphery too.
So | think we can regard this off season as a genuine
revolution in the club's playing staff.

It would be wrong ,before looking forward , not to speak
warmly of some of the leavers and to thank them for their
contributions over recent years . | would personally wish
to highlight in this respect Neil Roden, Lee Doran, Phil
Farrell, Dane Morgan, Martin McLoughlin and, of course,
Steve Malloy himself, not to mention Keith Brennan,
although it is good to see Keith still with us in a new
capacity. These seven have given excellent service for
which |, for one, am very grateful.

The question, though, is whether such a revolution is
sensible. To answer this, we need to look back a littie and
to consider objectives. When the new club was formed in
late 1997 the initial aim was survival- and when you think
back to the nightmare second half of 1999, at Spotland ,
with “crowds" regularly below 1000, and a final position
next to the bottom of the whole competition, the fact that
we're still here at the start of 2005 is itself a major bonus.
Let us not forget that ,nor allow what are, in comparison
trivial differences individuals may have with the
management of the club to blind us to the achievement
it represents. Massive thanks are still owed to Chris
Hamilton and his team ,| feel - and | only wish they were
more universally supported.

Into the new century though the objectives became more
ambitious. They were , and continue to be , success in
the Division 1 play-off series. It is in this context that the
revolution needs to be evaluated . We have qualified for
the play-offs every season , which is a form of success in
itself . But since the near-miss of 2001, we have not gone
forward , as the following summary makes clear:

98  5th.in Div .2.

99  17thin NFP

00 6thin NFP Lost in major semi-final.

01 4th in NFP Lost in Grand final.

02  9thin NFP Lost in minor semi-final.

03  5thin Div. 1. Lost in elimination play-off.
04 4th In Div.1.Lost in elimination play-off.

Other statistics , notably our points against figures, make
exactly the same point , that, since 2001, we have
performed respectably but have lost momentum . ( The
actual figures for average points conceded for the last 4
years in league matches are 14.9, 20.5, 27.8, 27.9)

My conclusion? That the decision to try to create a new
side, to take us further forward , is brave , but correct. Of
course whether or not the strategy is successful remains
to be seen!

lan Wilson.

A Member of
Ownam CHAMBER S,

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits

Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785
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So pre season didn’t bring the results and/or the performances
that many of us expected, and it would seem that difficult times
may lie ahead. The games against Rochdale, Leeds and
Halifax were always going to be tough affairs, with both
Rochdale and Halifax going into the game on the back end of

a promising off season of recruiting, and Leeds being Leeds.
Yet all these games bore certain similarities which will give hope
to the majority of our supporters, and even to the darkest of

gloom mongers.

It could be witnessed by all and has been constantly
re-iterated by GM that the team is severely lacking bulk
up front, which reaffirms the notion that the front row is
vital in gaining the upper hand, and creating the
opportunities for the backs to do their stuff. No
disrespect to Paul Norman (Nev), or Danny Nanyn,
(who | hope you agree have been playing out of their
skins in all the pre season friendlies) they are our only
two recognised props at the time of writing, compare
this to our opponents who all fielded 5 or more
throughout the entirety of the games. And that's not all;
if you were to compare the physical attributes of the
opposing front rows then it is clear to see why we
struggled in the battle down the middle. Rochdale
currently possess excessive amounts of beef in the
front row in the shape of Andy Leathem and Gareth
Price, Halifax have an enormous front row with Andy
Hobson and Ryan McDonald providing the steel up
front, and Leeds, well we'll say no more about that.
Which is why there is plenty to be cheerful about when
considering the up coming season, we would be in a
far worse scenario if during pre season we found that
the backs were just not good enough since we have
completed our signatures for the season in those
positions. It is obvious even to the untrained eye that
we are desperate for our own big units to put the
opposition on the back foot, but don't panic the cavalry
our on the way in the shape of three Cook Island

with ANDY DEAKIN

internationals. Tere Glassie, Jonathan Wilson and
Carlos (I'll stick to just Carlos for now, due to potential
misspellings) are all on their way over to stiffen up the
front row (Carlos at hooker?) and hopefully provide us
with the necessary fire power to dominate the
opposition. There is also the distinct possibility that
since this article was written more recruits will have
been brought in.

So lets forget about the pre season friendlies, today is
the real deal, and we must get it right from the word go!

Today's opponents are Blackpool and at first sight you
might be forgiven for thinking that this game could be
awalk in the park, but write them of at your peril. | have
been mightily impressed with Blackpool's pre season
performances, and think that Mark Lee's team deserve
a great deal of respect if we are to get the right result
against them.

As for the winners of the Northern Rail Cup | don't think
you'd be far wrong when picking from Castleford,
Whitehaven or Oldham (not being bias! Honest!),
Halifax being the dark horses that they are may also
come into the equation.

Anyway that's a rap for this week, only one thing left
to say.

The greatest game is back, don’t you just love it!!!!!!

Proud supporters of
Oldham Rugby League Football Club

Chronicle

o et e h 172 Union Street ,Oldham.
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