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Together
a winning
team

Oldham Council

is proud of its

¥ association with

{ Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM &t

Metropolitan Borough [0

oldham)together

the outlook’s bright
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From The Touchline Gary Mercer looks for leadership as a team
As lan Sees It A look at the start of the season
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o — From The Pen Of Michael Turner

The Roughyeds
Oldham Rugby League Football Club
(1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

RICKY BIBEY

In The News
Walkerbout with Brian Walker
Today’s Opponents Pen pics for Swinton Lions

Team Profile A profile of Ricky Bibey

! Telephone: 0161 628 3677
! Fax: 0161 627 5700 Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
| Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer
ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS Nic Walker
Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER David Lord
COMMERCIAL MANAGER Sam Hague
KIT MAN Paul Hulbert

! PROGRAMME EDITOR Nigel Marland

On This Day Don Yates looks back to March 6th yesteryear
£10,000 Super Draw And the winner is...

League Weekly Up to date news from the League Weekly
Club Cash

National League Talk Summer rugby? By GARETH WALKER

Fixtures & Sponsors

The Chairman’s Thoughts Looking at the issues of Cup games

Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today’s mascot

Today’s Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup

Finalists - 1998

Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001

MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
! (SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004

GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001

DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1993-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1993-2001

DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003

CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not
necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of
Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.
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TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park J

www.roughyeds.co.uk



LEVER, S e legal team that gets results
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL
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Todays game takes on added significance given our poor showing
last week against the same opponents.

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30 I?"(t’)[ll‘.tcl‘}lﬁxli;\lcy Halliwell

34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 1PS

There is no doubt that we underperformed but this is certainly
not the time for total doom and gloom and everybody involved
at the club knows how much work has gone in this week by

Tel: 0161 646 5614
e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk

web: www.northainley.co.uk DX23605

everybody concerned to try to make sure that we do not get a

repeat today or indeed again this season.

The massive turnaround in personnel from last year
was always going to make things that bit harder this
time around but every player signed on at the club is
under no illusions about what we and they expect
and in fairmess to them there has been no attempt to
hide which says something about their character.

What was perhaps most disappointing about last
Sunday was the way we played after the first fifteen
minutes when we looked in total control of the game.
One thing is for sure it proved we can play well and |
am confident in our ability to bounce back from that.

Most of you will already be aware by now of the
Powergen Challenge Cup draw which sees us paired
with Sharlston Rovers who we beat in round four last
time. The main difference this time around being that
we will play away at Featherstone Rovers ground.
There is no doubt that it will also be a tough game
but the cup provides the chance of a dream for
players, supporters and even Directors and can be a
money spinner for clubs if granted a good draw so
we need to make the most of the opportunity.

It is interesting to note just how many of the National
League clubs have been drawn away this year and |
am sure there will be an upset somewhere along the
line although it is interesting to see that several of the

amateur clubs are struggling to find appropriate
venues for a variety of reasons including our own two
amateur teams Waterhead and St. Annes who have
deemed the cost of playing at Boundary Park too
expensive. What will happen in respect of those two
ties will be interesting but | am aware that the RFL are
facing similar ground "problems" with other clubs and
it may well lead to a rethink as to what happens at the
third round next year. Oldham have been supporters
of the chance for amateur teams to play at home
against professional opposition, which was suitably
demonstrated by our hosts next Friday, Sharlston,
when beating Dewsbury at Post Office Road last year
in front of over 3000 people. It would be sad to see
that chance taken away.

Back to today's game and | hope that you will get
behind the lads and give them as much
encouragement as possible and in return we can
give you a win.

As ever thank you for your support and enjoy the
game.

Chris Hamilton

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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otalplus

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




WITH GARY MERCER

As the questions for this week have already,
in my opinion been answered in Gary's
column | include some of the earlier
questions and answers we have not yet
published.

Ultimate Roughyed asked:

Gary please give us an insight into your style
of leadership and how you intend to
maximise the potential of the playing squad?

Halfback asked:

Gary please tell us you won't be chopping
and changing the key positions such as half
back, acting half and loose forward week
after week. Last year we endured constant
tinkering and then wondered why there was
no consistency.

Gary replied
kb s

Bos Man asked:

Recently Oldham suffered more injuries at
training than during games. This had a
major impact on our performances. It
appeared to be the result of full blooded
contact training........What is your policy in
this regard?

Gary replied:

From The Touchline

with Gary Mercer

Ironically the first ten minutes went according to plan, we played
as a unitand scored two good tries on both flanks. At that point
we should have come together as a team and been
determined to finish them off for good. Make no mistake this
was achievable; mentally at this point we had them just where
we needed them. But, as we all now know this wasn't to be, we
relaxed and were sloppy and paid the penalty.

This is what we must work on this week- to be more clinical and
put sides like that away whilst we had the advantage. If we had
have done | have absolutely no doubt that we would easily have
won the match with a 20 + advantage. | must work on the
mental aspect of our play. In every game there will be tough
patches and players must learn that this is when they must work
the hardest and get through these periods without conceding
points. Let's give Swinton their due they had a terrible start and
yet got on top and then capitalised on the negative state we
had got ourselves into, and believe me we were in a definite
negative state and very, very disappointing.

As a coach | need to have leaders on the field and when | go to

Monday night's training session this will be the first thing | will be _

asking for. Leadership is not just down to the captain it is
impossible for one man to carry this responsibility it requires a
joint effort and this is what | shall be seeking. Can | say that | fully
understand and accept that the fans will be very upset and
disappointed with performances like that last weekend and it is
my job to tun the situation around.

The weather has not helped us, as | have been unable to get
the players on grass for any length of time. Anyone could see
we were disjointed and disorganised- this is because of a lack
of teamwork on a park in training. This is no excuse, however,
because although it didn't help this wasn't the major
contributing factor to the performance; the be all and end all
was a total lack of enthusiasm on the field and a lacklustre
performance that was totally unacceptable. It is my job to
change this attitude and you can rest assured there will be no
lack of effort on my part in achieving this. The biggest positive,
in my opinion, is that today we face those self same opponents.
I have had 7 days to turn the situation around. We must learn to
defend and have pride in our line.

As you will probably have read Andy Ishewood has been
forced to retire with back problems.  Itis always sad when such
a young and promising player has to give up the game he
loves. But there is a life outside of rugby and with a young wife
and family he must put them first. | wish him all the best for the
future. | know the next question will be are we replacing him? |
answer you with the statement | have used all season so far. We

are always looking for quality players and if one comes along

within our budget we will be interested and do all we can to
secure their services.

Finally can | welcome Paul Kidd and his team to Boundary
Park? They were a credit to him last weekend and they put on

a bamnstorming performance and must be looking
forward to a successful league season. It goes
without saying that | have every intention of putting a
stop to their present 3 match undefeated run this
afternoon.

Gareth)
Barber

27.02.2005

Danny
Nanyn

l Blackpool

13.02.2005

I don't believe in any coaches column being all doom
and gloom so can | end by saying that | thought
Gareth Barber surpassed himself last weekend and
showed the spirit on the field | am looking for from 16
others. He played the full 80 minutes, 30 in his new
position of hooker and the other fifty at centre on both Tackles
flanks and at all imes showed his presence. His Carries 19
performance was credit to him and | hope other [l ~° T e
players will follow his lead. This was the kind of
leadership | was talking about in the first paragraph.

A regular feature in my column will be to share the
stats of leading players in previous matches and on
the right you will see the stats of Danny Nanyn at
Blackpool and Gareth Barber at Swinton.

Gary /

Average gain ...... 4.5m
Missed Tackles ......... 0

Positive kicks ...............
Clean breaks................ 4
Total metres made ..78

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

Lansdowne
Roofing

Supplies Ltd.

All materials can either be

collected or delivered
Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead

/‘%) PILGRIM

INTERNATION.A L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

pilgrim-international.co.uk
20161 785 7700

= Db righter Tuture |

Sl




Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com

CONSERVATIVE

Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
accessories and more

call 01706 882414
or visit our website

www.talking-rugby.co.uk

14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham

PACKAGING LIMITED

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY

GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OLA4 1DF

0161 284 9000

, WARSTEINER

&2 Imported German Beer

Proud to sponsor Oldham Rugby League
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What a fantastic first weekend of the new season! The total attendance
was 83,000, for a start ; regular readers will be familiar with my calculation of a
long-term average of 55,000. Then there were several genuine shock resullts -
Wakefield, at Odsal, take pride of place, but also London (over Warrington),
Gateshead (at Barrow), Swinton (v Rochdale) and Workington (at home to
Whitehaven, with over 3,000 in attendance).

And creditable defeats too for Salford (at Wigan),
Keighley (v Hull K.R., by just one point) and, of course,
Blackpool ! The RFL authorities couldn't have asked for
much more, and early prospects of another increase in
competitiveness in each of the three divisions of the
professional game cannot be anything but a positive.

The only negative, as far as | am concerned, was the
sound of whining which came from Leigh. After the
thrashing they received at the hands of Huddersfield,
Darren Abram was already moaning about not getting a
fair crack of the whip from the ref. - and this in just the
first match of the season! Leigh really were awful, in all
aspects of their play, not only their indiscipline.
| suspect that they were lucky to get away with a mere
9-14 penalty count deficit, in fact - and this against a
Huddersfield side who conceded far more penalties
than any other side in"Super League in 2004. If you
recall our game here against Leigh last May, they were
constantly niggling and sledging - successfully getting
two of our players to retaliate and get sent off, but still
losing the penalty count 5-10. But they will find that
similar tactics against less naive Super League players
will be much less successful. Unless the whole club
changes its attitude, | can envisage lots of thrashings, a
whole season of self-pitying whinges and  well-
deserved early relegation.

It is always interesting to follow the careers of former
Oldham players after they have moved on, so | perused
the teamsheets for the opening weekend of the season
and found no fewer than 32 of our ex-players scattered
around 15 sides. Half were playing for NL1 sides, with 6
at Rochdale, 5 at Batley and 3 at Whitehaven; 13 were
with NL2 clubs, the most being 6 with Swinton; and 3
were in Super League - Paul Deacon, Shayne
McMenemy and Barrie Mac. Quite a few got big
write-ups in League Express for their performances, too
- in particular Lee Marsh at Swinton, Francis Maloney for
Dewsbury, Simon Knox at Barrow and Neil Roden and
Martin McLoughlin at Batley.

It is always interesting to observe the reception which
crowds give to former players when they return home. In
contrast to soccer, where universal bile and hatred
seems always to be the order of the day, very often in
such situations in RL there are displays of genuine
affection. Cleggy, for example, couldn’t complain at the
reception he received here when he returned with
Keighley last year - and quite right too. | am not sure the
same is likely to be the case for Swinton's returners
today, but | shall be interested to see how we welcome
Neil Roden and Martin McLoughlin when Batley come in
August. Like Cleggy, they were both wholehearted triers
whenever they turned out for us, which seems to me to
be the crucial criterion - so | hope we give them what |
might perhaps still be allowed to term a true
Watersheddings welcome.

lan Wilson

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits

¢ Commercial Insurance Brokers
Oll)n:xm;,\mn[k a1 ua Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OLS 10L
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785




In Yer Face!

with GEOFF COOKE

Amid all the euphoria of record attendances and superb end
of season play-off games and internationals am | the only
person to ask why we could not fill the City of Manchester
Stadium for the first G.B. v. Australia Tri-Nations Test?

Despite the positives | do seem to remember a full
house 80,000 plus crowd at Wembley in 1994. Still
some way to go then.

And amid all the hard sell for the return of Blackpool as
a desirable venue - rugby league by the seaside, ideal
for a weekend away efc. - | find that Oldham's game
against the Panthers will be staged in Preston. So that's
my weekend away gone then! And are Blackpool
people supposed to develop a regular habit of
watching the new club when some of it's early fixtures
are transferred out of town? We know all about that
here in Oldham and the response is certainly not
positive.

And another potential gripe (which in fact turned out to
my advantage). The inefficiency of the R.FL. and
Ticket-master meant | couldn't get tickets for the Elland
Road Tri-Nations Grand Final despite the respective
websites saying tickets were available. As it happens
thanks a lot, you saved me about £100 for the two of
us. Instead we suffered at home like thousands more.

And talking of suffering, the game against Swinton at
Park Lane last Sunday was a disaster. The only good
thing is that today brings an early opportunity to set the
record straight. But make no mistake Swinton are a well
organized side with plenty of ability and the Roughyeds
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Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH

will have their hands full. A big contingent of ex-Oldham
players will be looking to rub our noses in it. Here's to
instant retribution instead.

Yet another little whinge. Can anyone tell me why
promotion to Super League and to N.L.1 are decided
differently? It amuses me that the apparent N.L.2 play-
off was won by an N.L.1 team. And just how many
times do Halifax have to beat York to stay in N.L.1?
Meanwhile a clearly inadequate Barrow are pre-season
favourites to go straight back down.

However, all that said, the 2005 season has got off to a
great start. In Super League Wakefield had two terrific
results before the wheels came off at London last week.
And seeing Bradford Bulls next to the bottom of the
league - and that by only one point scoring difference -
was wonderful. Pity Wigan couldn't hang on to a lead to
keep them there.

Meanwhile, in the Northen Rail Cup there have been
some real ‘surprises’. Swinton have turned over
Rochdale and Oldham from a higher division to bring
some much needed cheer to Lions' fans. Similarly,
lower division Dewsbury beat higher division Batley
while Gateshead and Workington overturned N.L.1
Barrow. And in the big local derby Workington not only
defeated Super League pretenders Whitehaven but did
it by a big margin in front of over 3000 spectators.

The cause of these upsets has much to do with the
quality of recruitment and coaching but many pundits
are pointing out that the salary cap regulations are
beginning to bite resulting in a more even spread of
talent and a levelling up of standards such that results
are less and less predictable. Apart from bringing
cheer to the Bookies that can only be good news for
the fans who at long last can go to a match uncertain
of the outcome and guaranteed real excitement. That
also means not underestimating the likes of Blackpool
who showed at Boundary Park they are a team to be
reckoned with. Long may it continue.

¢ For this season the format for this page will be to take a look at players who
‘I) have represented both Oldham and the opposition of the day.

from, Ne pen &f

MICHAEL TURNER
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Lions and Roughyeds and Bears ... Oh My!

I'm sure that elsewhere in this programme there will be much
made of the ex-Roughyeds presence in the current Swinton
squad. So | will look back into the mists of time and recall some
of the more notable players who have represented both clubs.

Back at the end of the 1920's prop or second row
forward, Harry Entwistle joined the Roughyeds after
being part of the Swinton four cup winning squad of
1925-26. He played 91 matches for Oldham between
1929 and 1933. Moving on to 1949 and in January of
that year Oldham made a fine capture from the Lions
when they acquired wingman Joe Warham. Joe topped
the Oldham try scoring charts in 49/50, 50/51 and 51/52,
when he registered his best haul of 25 touchdowns. He
went on to coach at Rochdale and served for many
years as a director at Leeds.

There is no doubt that Peter Smethurst was one of the
most popular players ever to pull on the red and white
hooped shirt of Oldham. Always giving 100% effort, his
trade mark cheeky grin when emerging from the most
robust of tackles used to both delight and infuriate the
supporters depending upon their allegiance. When he

Joe Warham

signed from the Lions in September 1961 it was as a
second row forward. However, he also proved to be a
very effective centre particularly when partnering the fleet
footed Trevor Simms in the mid 1960s. Peter played 190
games for the Roughyeds which yielded him 39 tries and
two goals.

Another major capture was that of winger or full back
Derek Whitehead in 1968. A talented player and a fine
goalkicker, Derek played just one year with the club
before the “cash-strapped” Roughyeds were forced to
sell him on to Warrington.

In more recent years supporters of both clubs will
probably remember Dave Nicholson, Alan Taylor and
Green Vigo from the 1980s and from the era of the
“Bears”; Scott Ranson and Paul Topping.

ad

Peter Smethurst

Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

W: www.spee dyhire o | Visit the new website of Oldham RL Heritage Trust. www.orl-heritagetrust.org.uk

The start of what will be a vibrant and exciting site.




As | have a feeling there will be several mentions of
last weekend’s match | don’t intend to replicate this other
than to say don’t worry too much | am sure there are better

things to come.

Let's get all the bad news out of the way straight away
and can | on behalf of all our fans wish Andy Isherwood
all the best. | think he showed us in pre season what he
was capable of but unfortunately his career has been
cut drastically short. We wish him and his young
family all the very best for the future.

Next can | pass on the thanks of our Chairman,
Christopher Hamilton and his partner Gillian for the
generosity of supporters at last week's game against
Swinton? The bucket collection for BREAKTHROUGH
BREAST CANCER raised £285. Thanks also go to the
Directors and staff at Swinton for deciding to hold the
collection for Oldham RLFC's Charity.

OLDHAM RLFC PREDICTION COMPETITION
LHF HEATTHPLAN NATIONAL LEAGUE 1

This is a brand new prediction league exclusive to all
fans and friends of the Roughyeds.

All entries must be in by Thursday March 24 in
conjunction with the start of the season.

Details should be enclosed in this programme along
with application forms.

If there is sufficient interest the prizes will be well worth
winning (see enclosed leaflet).

Entry will be £20 and the League season will be split
into two. The first set of selections will be for rounds 1
to 9 and the second half for rounds 10 to 18. This will

enable you to take into account the form teams after
the first 9 games.

To me it all sounds like a bit of fun that will be reported
on regularly in this column in the programme. | shall
not only be mentioning the leaders but also those at
the bottom who are not doing so well. In fact | am
trying to get the organisers to include a booby prize
(How about a season ticket for Hornets next year!!??)

Please support this new venture and if you have any
other ideas don't hesitate to let us know.

NM

A GREAT DAY OUT

Why not join us on Good Friday 25th March 2005 3 pm kick off
OLDHAM V ROCHDALE HORNETS

*pre match 4 course meal with wine in the sponsors suite*
*match day program*
*latest team news bulletin*
*watch game in one of our luxurious, heated executive rooms THE ROOM WITH A VIEW*
*mix with the players and officials after the game for the after match presentations*
*private pay bar*

Be wined and dined in style and have a relaxing and exciting day out for a fully inclusive price of
only £35.00 (£60.00 for 2) [Season Ticket holders £25 (£40 for 2)]

PLEASE CONTACT SAM HAGUE ON 0161 628 3677

alled coverage of Roughyeds and
Oldham amateur rugby league.

Proud supporters of

Oldham Rugby League Football Club

( hronu led
a1
Bringing you
the News First

e v T

\-_._A

OLDHAM EVENING @

110onl

cle

172 Union Street ,Oldham. ‘@,\,
Telphone :0161 633 2121 X
email: sport@oldham-chronicle.co.uk i)

www.oldham-chronicle.co.uk







