Blackpool Panthers ¥ Oldham

With Over 10,000 helpful products to choose from including scooters
Sun 20th March « 3pm « Preston Grasshoppers Stadiume NRC

walkers, specially made adjustable beds and rise recliner chairs,
plus a full range of smaller everyday items, we have the product
to give you back your independence and confidence.

Mobility http://www.blackpoolpanthersrifc.com/

www.heritagemobility.co.uk * Tel: 01253 299711




Donitimissithisifantasticloffediticannotibelbeaten!
AllfEunctionsibookedlinf2005ireceive

Upgrades available see manager for details.
Offer only applies to bookings for 80 people or more.
£100 returnable deposit (subject to conditions).

Blackpool Panthers
Bloomfield Road,
Blackpool, FY1 6JJ.
Tel: 01253 404259
Fax; 01253 407529

www.blackpoolpanthersrifc.co.uk
info@blackpoolpanthersrifc.co.uk
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It is my pleasure to welcome Oldham to Lightfoot Green and |
sincerely hope that their players, officials and supporters enjoy their
time with us. Preston Grasshoppers have been absolutely
magnificent in helping the Panthers and cannot do enough for us and
| would like to re-iterate the board’s thanks to them for again
accommodating us with Bloomfield Road unavailable.

The departure of Mark Lee
dominated many of the headlines
recently. It was a management
issue between Mark and me. | was
not prepared to put money into the
club and back a coach that | didn’t
believe would win the division-
simple as that- and the board
backed my decision unanimously.

We have now brought an old head
in to get things back on track.
Kevin Ashcroft is someone | have
known for many years and his man
management skills are second to
none. He has looked at the team
and knows what is needed to
improve matters. It could well be
that he fetches several players in
and releases some of our squad. |
have every confidence in Kevin and
feel sure we will see signs of
improvement this afternoon. He
has full control over playing
matters.

The LHF Healthplan NL2 season
starts on Easter Monday against
Keighley Cougars here at Preston
Grasshoppers and | am confident
that by the time of the kick-off for
that game we will have a team in
place with the ability to go forward
and make an impact this season.

Kevin has been called a dinosaur in
some quarters but that is a
nickname he relishes. He has
never shirked a challenge in over
40 years in Rugby League and he
isn’t going to start now. Neither am
I-  am not hiding and if anyone
wishes to approach me over any
matter they can do so- no problem.
Enjoy the game.

Dave Rowla"b

Dave Rowland
Director of Rugby
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What’s the

SCOre

The competition’s
tough ...

but we’ve a few
points in our favour.

No traffic

No parking

No worries |

With local links and national connections we're the new players
across the north. Give us a try.

Customer helpline 0845 600 11 59. www.northernrail.org

mnar Ehe&rn Ttaking people to places

yoeos peay

1221310 Ajunwiwion

From the Pressing Room O

Comments about the teams progress

Mark Lee

There is no hiding place. Toulouse were far superior to us last week.
But the previous day | saw Leigh East and Leigh Miners play one
another in the National Conference and I reckon | could have picked a
composite side from those two that would have beaten Toulouse. That

places the result in perspective.

| was delighted to be offered the
chance to coach Blackpool
Panthers and it is a challenge |
relish. Last week was very difficult
but in the past few days | have had
the opportunity to get to know the
players and work on things at
training. I'd never seen the team
play before and only had two
training sessions prior to the cup-
tie.

It's a hard job for sure and a
challenge. But people now need to

Glen Godbee

stand up and be counted. |
learned a lot of lessons last Sunday
- it was the worst tackling display |
have seen in 42 years in the game.
The players will have to do it my
way from now on. We started
again at training on Tuesday and
we'll take it from there. | have
never shirked a challenge and | am
confident that | can turn it around.
But we have to get moving
because the league campaign
starts in a fortnight’s time.

Enjoy the game.

At times like this we have to pull together. The result against Toulouse
was very disappointing but there were several contributing factors
and the sooner the players rediscover their best form the better.

We have a lot of players in the
squad that have played the game
at a high level and it is up to us to
set the lead at this time.

We have been unlucky with injuries
but recent weeks have shown that
the squad lacks depth and
hopefully under the new set-up
everyone will get the opportunity to
show what they can do. ltis
certainly possible that there will be
changes to the squad over the next
week or so, especially with the
league campaign starting soon. it is
certainly possible that the

ambitions of some players may be
different to others’ and we need to
get everyone on the same
wavelength. The club has
ambitions and whether the aim is to
get promotion in one or two years
the issue is the same- we need to
make this year a positive one.

It was great to get back on the
pitch last Sunday after injury and
I'd like to thank all the fans for their
support. To the fans the message
is simple - we need you more than
ever at this time.
Enjoy the game.
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Parthers Squad 2885

D.0.B: 27th March 1968

Former: Club: Chorley Lynx

In his second season as a senior coach
after making a big impression last year.

- Halfback

Captain

D.0.B: 25th February 1974

Former: Club: Leigh Centurions

A former Junior Kiwi who also played for
Samoa in the 2000 World Cup.

D.0.B: 11th February 1982

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

A prolific scoring winger, Eric scored in
*15 consecutive games in 2003.

a Winger/Fullback

“A B Danny Arnold
5 \‘qgc_‘

D.0.8: 15th April 1977

Former Club: Choriey Lynx

A vastly experienced player with over
100 career tries.

D.0.B: 7th Septemebr 1983

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

Looking to build on the big impression
he made in 2004.

Head Coach

'D.0.8: 20th June 1979
Former Club: Leigh Centurions
Played for Ireland in the 2000 World Cup.

D.0.B: 8th August 1983

Former Club; Leigh Centurions
Gained Super League experience with
Warrington in 2002.

D.0.B: 1st June 1982

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

A GB Students international, he played
against Australia Students in Dec 2004.

D.0.B: 8th March 1980

Former Club: Cherley Lynx

A talented, attacking halfback and a
consistent try-scorer.

/Halfback

-. o E—

D.0.B: 1st June 1976

Former Club: Mullumbimby (Australia)
Led Mullumbimby to their first grand final
win for 44 years in NSW Group 1 in 2004,

—. ‘?/.—q
D.0.B: 7th October 1981
Former Club: Chorley Lynx
A tough as teak prop with Super League
experience with Warrington.

Halfback/Hooker

Loose Forward

D.0.B: 30th August 1981

Former Club: Doncaster

One of Panthers’ first signings after a top
season with the Dragons.

Centre

: < Jake Johnstone| -

[—

D.0.B: 6th December 1977

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

A Cumbrian by birth who emerged as a first-
team regular with London Skolars in 2003.

Prop/Second Row

A Gareth Jones

N
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D.0.B: 14th October 1982

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

A former Wigan junior, expected to make
a big impression this year.

D.0.B: 4th December 1977

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

A regular in the Lynx ranks in each of the
last three season.

D.0.B: 24th February 1978

Former Club: Barrow Raiders

A key member of Raiders’ NL2
championship-winning side in 2004.

A \,” James Lomax

/ o

D.0.B: 20th October 1981
Former Club: Chorley Lynx
Recruited by Lynx from Oldham
last season.

Prop/Back
Row Forward

D.0.B: 13th February 1979

Former Club: Wynnum-Manly (Queensland)
Panthers’ 2nd Aus signing, previously played
alongside Glen Godbee for Mullumbimby.

D.0.B: 6th October 1984

Former Club: Rochdale Hornets

An outstanding junior player who toured
Australia with GB Youth side in 2001.

Prop

Steve Molloy

o’

D.0.8: 11th March 1969

Former Club: Oldham

Represented Great Britain, England and
GB Under-21s during an illustrious career.

——y —
D.0.B: 5th April 1978
Former Club: Chorley Lynx
A former St Helens junior who also
tasted rugby union with Orrell.

e o

D.0.B: 2nd April 1981

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

Named as one of the props in the NL2
Al Stars in 2004.

D.0.B: 25th April 1982

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

“Mr Versatile”, most of his performances
have been in the hooking role.

| Mick Redford
"v—-,-—
D.0.B: 24th June 1981
Former Club: Chorley Lynx

Signed from the Leigh East ARL ranks,
plays the game with a smile on his face.

Hooker
Utilty Forward

Martin Roden

D.0.B: 26th December 1979

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

Another former member of the successful
Wigan Alliance side of the late 1990s.

D.0.B: 18th September 1982

Former Club: Leigh Harriers ARL

A former Leigh, Salford and Warrington
Academy hooker.

Three-Quarter

D.0.B: 9th May 1983

Former Club: Leigh Centurions

A former Wigan St Patricks junior, who
made first grade debut in 2004.

m | Prop

“Aw'D. Lee Rowley
.‘-. !

D.08: 3rd February 1983

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

Has continued to play for Leigh East in the
National Conference during the winter.

-

3 3
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Paul Salmon
? ot
D.0.B: 6th March 1981
Former Club: Barrow Raiders

Made his Ireland debut at 18 in 1999 and
has represented England Under-21s.

D.0.B: 11th January 1981

Former Club: Chorley Lynx

Made an impressive professional bow
with Lynx in 2004.

Winger/Fullback

Back Row Forward
fo!
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Mister Chow's ™8 r—
BEE RADIO LANCASHIRE

WELCOME TO MR CHOWS CANTONESE RESTAURANT g 103.9. 95.5 & 104.5 M

and if playe

's make a mistake trying

OPENING HOURS

2]
g how its they won't have
MONDAY TO SATURDAY - to worry about. | want a side
1 ays with flair and skill rather
Afternoon 12:00noon - 2:00pm -4 nEn by
Evenings 6.00pm - 11:00pm ) - .
= (v+] h-based Ashcroft laughs off
SUNDAY Eotlier Great 3 jibes about his age. “If people want
: r r ta pall frig a dinaesur Hhat's 1t
Evenlngs 6'00pm - 11 :Oopm Britain ) to call me a dinosaur that's up to
- i % them,” he says. “But remember
E;\e,'i':atlonal 8 linosaurs ruled the world for
* o e , i millions of years. And dinosaurs like
Exce"ent CUIS|ne :‘::g::tfrtnznt i ('b" me used to beat the Aussies and
* 91/92. In when’s the last time we did that in a
Superb Decor team manager st series- 1970. | rest my case.

at the Panthers
certainly

* Friendly Service
* Comfortable Seating e i 8

“There are so many kids with talent
between the ages of 16-18 who are

° 5 - turned into robots by the time they
* Fine Wines to Complement Your Meal for B Rdlo Hraos.. s myayme i
. o e . the game w njoyment and with a
* Air Condltloned for Your Comfort listeners. smile on their faces. When we won

the Ci nge Cuy Leigh in
1971 the players would have died
for one another, the M spirit was
that strong. We were all like

brothers.

* Take-Away Service Available

“If you get beaten but have given
100 percent you won't get a single

spectator criticising you. Rugby
League is a simple game no matter
how hard some people try to
complicate things. Name me one
thing that’'s complicated about

10% Discount on all Takeaway Orders
by League. | want my team to

entertain the paying spectator- that's
my simple philosophy.”

All major credit cards welcome
PLEASE NOTE: We do not accept cheques.

Tel:01253 714000 Fax:01253 780318
39-41 The Square, St.Annes On Sea, Lancashire FY8 1SB
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The finest Indian Cuisine
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TIKKA - KORMA - BIRYANI - MASSALA - TIKKA - JALFREZZI

Customers are welcome to bring in their own alcohol ™

Tel: 01253 628633
60 Topping Street, Blackpool, FY1 3AQ




National Leadtie Talk

With Gareth Walker

Certainly, some clubs outside the
top flight are making a concerted
effort to push themselves into the
local community and beyond.

York City Knights have been a
shining example of that ever since

o0 relaunching professional Rugby

National League in the Minster City. The
League clubs latest example of this has been the
are often

publication of a full colour, glossy
brochure charting the Knight, on
and off field successes of recent

accused of not
doing enough

to promote months. It's no coincidence that
themselves they are a past National League
and their

Community Club of the Year.
matches - but

is that always

s cana The Knights are not on their own.

Castleford Tigers, and also Halifax
before them, are striving to maintain
| | the PR standards they set

| themselves as a Super League club.
| | Fax, the Tigers and Knights are
among the few clubs that send out

| team news to the media on a

, | weekly basis - a simple but effective
L1 way of earning publicity.

Felting To Flat Roofs
| Pomtmg & Gutte
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Other clubs are trying hard as well,
with more than half a dozen sending
press releases out to the national
media on a fairly regular basis.

ring

Special mention must also be made
for Blackpool Panthers - whose
work in promoting their club ahead
of their first game was unrivalled
outside Super League, and included
detailed information on every player

BUCH}

aguer

H

‘The North West’s Leader in Roof
Restorations & Renovations’ .OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT ¢

and photographs of the entire
squad. The Panthers also send out
weekly news and injury information.

It's not an expensive or particularly
time-consuming exercise, but one
that can be effective.

And it certainly shouldn’t be
restricted simply to team news - if a
club is working hard in the local

community, as so many of them are,

then why shouldn’t they shout that
from the roof-tops in the press?

But there is undoubtedly work to be
done. It is a fact that Rugby Football
League officials have briefed
National League clubs on how to

improve their PR and self-promotion.

Inevitably, some clubs took that
advice on board - others didn’t.

Crowds outside Super League are
hardly booming at present so every
little, simple thing that can aid clubs
must be a good thing.

Establishing strong links with the
local press is crucial - that is where
clubs’ main source of publicity will
be and presents the best
opportunity to attract new
supporters through the turnstiles.

Hopefully, clubs will continue to
make strides. It could be crucial to
the future of clubs at this level of the
professional game.

eague Express

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 401895 [r=--Li
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FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...






