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Together,

a winning
team

Oldham Council

is proud of its

¥ association with

| Oldham Rugby
League Football Club
and the rich heritage of the sport in
the Borough. Oldham Rugby plays
a key role in community life and in
helping to enhance the reputation
of the Borough.

OLDHAM bto

Metropolitan Borough [0

oldham to_gether

tiook’'s bright

www.oldham.gov.uk www.visitoldham.co.uk
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DAMIAN WUNRD

The Roughyeds
Oldham Rughy League Foothall Club
(1997) Limited

14 Waterloo Street
Oldham OL1 1SQ

Telephone: 0161 628 3677
Fax: 0161 627 5700
Club Shop: 0161 627 2141

CHAIRMAN Christopher Hamilton

DIRECTORS Christopher Hamilton
Sean Whitehead

HEAD COACH Gary Mercer

ASSISTANT COACH Keith Brennan

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS Nic Walker
Clare Gross

TIMEKEEPER David Lord
KIT MAN Paul Hulbert

PROGRAMME EDITOR Nigel Marland

HALL OF FAME MEMBERS
(SPONSORED BY J. W. LEES, BREWERS)
Joe Ferguson 1899-23
Herman Hilton 1913-26
Alan Davies 1950-62
Frank Stirrup 1950-62
Bernard Ganley 1950-61
John Etty 1954-56
Derek Turner 1955-59
Bob Irving 1964-74
Martin Murphy 1966-82
Andy Goodway 1979-85 & 1993-94

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not
necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of
Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.

We would like to express our thanks to the Oldham
Evening Chronicle, League Publications Ltd,
Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use of

photographs.
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The Chairman’s Thoughts Looking forward to today's game

From The Touchline Gary Mercer looks at his new signings & fully fit squad
As lan Sees It Hoping for success in the coming games

In Yer Face With Geoff Cooke

In The News

Walkerbout with Brian Walker

Today’s Opponents Pen pics for Whitehaven Warriors

Team Profile A profile of Damian Munro

Player Sponsorship A look at the current squad and their sponsors
On This Day Don Yates looks back to May 15th yesteryear
Roughyed Kids & Co Events for all the family and today’s mascot
Oldham Rugby League Social Club

Recent Photos

From The Pen Of Michael Turner

League Weekly Up to date news from the League Weekly

Club Cash

National League Talk The leading lights By GARETH WALKER
Fixtures & Sponsors

Today’s Teams View both of today's teams in full, plus match officials

Trans-Penine Cup \
Finalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
Club of the Year - 2000
Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 189 - Jan 1998 - September 2004
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001
at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001
RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park 7

www.roughyeds.co.uk



Welcome back to Boundary Park for what is to be our last "home"
game until 31 July.

Following today's game we need to find alternative venues for
our next three home games and as we speak | can honestly say
that | don't know where we will play them.

One thing is for sure and that is that we will
again incur losses as a direct result of the
situation and quite clearly we have to find a
solution that prevents this from happening in
the future or else, given our other problems, we
may as well all pack up and go home.

Today's game sees us playing a Whitehaven
team that is sitting at the top of the league and
looking to build upon the success it had last
year when reaching the Grand Final - what a
distant memory our final of 2001 now seems.

At least this week Gary Mercer has got a
different kind of selection problem and its the
first time this season that he has had that.

We know that we need to compete for eighty
minutes to get anything from the game but we
did it last year against the same opposition and
there is no reason why we cant do it again.

There was some good news also this week with
the adjournment of the winding up petition for
35 days which now gives us the time we asked

for to present a repayment plan to the Revenue.

As | have said all along however please do not
think that everything is now all right because
that is far from the truth. If the proposals we
give to them are not acceptable them the club
will be wound up - end of story.

In a way the real battle staris now and it can
only be won with everybody here today who is
supporting Oldham doing ther b

As ever we will be fighting hard and if we can
show the same spirit on the fisic then we won't
go far wrong.

Enjoy the game

Christopher Hamilton

www.roughyeds.co.uk

The legal team that gets results

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 & 3
MARKET HALL

OLDHAM

northainleyhalliwell

MON = SAT 10.30_5.30 ITSV:[IIIJ;’U\II?IM Halliwell

34/42 Clegg Street. OLDHAM OL1 1PS
Tel: 0161 646 5614
e-mail: info@northainley.co.uk

web: www.northainley.co.uk DX23605

otalplus

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




From The Touchline

with Gary Mercer

| am happy to say that | can comply with this as we have H
definitely improved as a side in our last two games R!(:ky Mark Da_na
WITH GARY MERCER against Hull K R and Castleford despite on both Bibey ' Roberts Wilson
occasions struggling to find 17 fit players and fielding .
; : youngsters on loan and local amateurs. In fact | will go [Hull KR | [HullKR | ‘ K Castleford
gg:lghx:%r;gfa iisﬁ%(\j!\} o4 et so far as to say we should have won both the games. 2
training programmes. Do you favour a flat line The acquisition of Rob Mills, David Toothill and Chris 4/04/05 24/04/05 17/04/05
defence and a deep attacking option” Hough has certainly beefed up the squad and helped to
give a competitive ethos in the club. All these lads have Played 80 mins Played 80 mins Played 50 mins
shown a fantastic attitude both on and off the field and Tackles 23 Tackles 19 Tackles 14
will certainly be fighting hard for places in the 17 today Misses 3 Misses 2 Mi >
despite me having an almost fully fit squad. Since then it uEe 14 , ISSes
we have also added Andy Sands, from Oldham St Annes bkl Hit ups 11 Hit ups 17
to our squad. He is a strong hard working second row or Metres gained 54 Metres gained 62 Metres gained 56
prop and | hope in the two weeks he is here, initially, on Average metre gain 4.6 Average metre gain 4.4 Average metres gained 4
trial he will prove to me that he has a place in the
professional game here at Oldham. Believe me if he
produces the goods he'll get a shot. J / /
| think that the improved links we now have with local
amateur sides is vital to the club’s development and | :
would like to thank Gary Highto%1 especially, for allowing a n S O\N n e Secondhand tiles and slates
and helping this to happen. e two practice games d
against local amateur sides have been a great success boug ht and sold
Ultimate Roughyed asked: and benefited the amateur and professional game and ' e
As you may know we have set up a fan's provided great entertainment for supporters. R OOfI n Demolition work undertaken
by te cently i Jer to raise funds f . 5
{ES A,g?‘mv&?)u.ed” i(gl",;;i;&?{g%g% Sor?é | can hardly believe as | write this that | have 24 fit players All materials can either be
training session with you and the first team? to choose from for today's game and this will give me a coll A
It would be much appreciated. bit of a headache. But this is just the sort of headache a . o 0161 escztg%ggsdeld”ég’%egzm
) coach needs. Players will be selected on merit during U I e S td A ! i)
93’17 fenlier training and in the previous game and nobody has a . Night 0161 633 4252
‘ e divine right to a place in the 17. Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
Finally can | welcome Steve McCormack, his players,

directors and fans to Boundary Park? They are a very

competitive side up there at the top of the league on g
merit. It is ironic that our last three matches will have =
been against the top three unbeaten sides. Nothing less

than what we produced against Hull K R and Castleford L ——
will be good enough but with the advantage of a bigger
squad and home advantage | want a victory.

IN T E RN ATION. A L

Locally manufactured hydraulic equipment for
S the Power & Marine industries Worldwide

.pllgrlm-internatlonal.co.uk

s VNV Or ki for = bDnighiter future

Gary




Oldham Conservative Party
Continuing its support for Oldham RLFC
Tel; 0161 624 4907 or 01457 870 143
www.conservatives.com

Talkin Rugby

All your Rugby requirements,
Wy accessories and more

call 01706 882414

or visit our website

co s www.talking-rugby.co.uk

PACKAGING LIMITED

/ - 14 Milnrow Road, Shaw Oldham
I E o | ti

PACKAGING SOLUTIONS FOR BRITISH INDUSTRY
GREENGATE ST. OLDHAM OL4 1DF

0161 284 9000

MANUFACTURERS OF SPECIALISED CORRUGATED PRODUCTS
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S0 we appear at least to have a stay of execution. Maybe, then, it is time to get
back to matters on the field.

With the break, we presumably have been able to make
some inroads into the injury crisis, and so to get
somewhere near being able to put on the field today a side
which resembles the one which Gary Mercer had in mind
when he put together this season?s squad. All clubs have
to accept that a fair share of injuries is an inevitable part of
our high-impact collision sport, of course, and part of the
skill of squad-building is to provide a degree of flexibility so
that a normal run of injuries can be coped with. It is only
when the run is genuinely abnormal that a coach has real
grounds for grievance, it seems to me - which is not to
deny that we have been particularly unfortunate in the early
stages of this season

The next two games look to me to be absolutely crucial in
determining our 2005 playing prospects. It is interesting to
look back to outcomes of equivalent fixtures over the past
five seasons, covering our run of semi-success in the form
of play-off qualification at least :

White haven [H] Batley [A]
2004 31-22 . 34-18
2003 22-22 20-20
2002 46-12 20-20
2001 8-19 9-8
2000 26-22 28-16

So, overall, you would say that these are two fixtures which
are by no means easy ones, but in which we have enjoyed
a fair amount of success. To have gained 15 out of the
possible 20 points over the five years is a very reasonable
return, and certainly sets a benchmark for today and next

week. If we were to earn 3 or 4 points, then we would
probably be on for a decent prospect of a genuine fight for
qualification again over the final two-thirds of the league
campaign. If, however, we were to lose both , then there
would be a real chance of becoming marooned at the
bottom. With another short break then to follow, and more
vital fixtures in June, a reassessment would be the order of
the day.

Turning to other matters, the Challenge Cup seems set for
interesting times.Whilst there were no real shock results in
the 5th round, there were certainly some intriguing ties.
UTC[Perpignan] gave Wigan a good run for their money,
and indeed were apparently pretty unlucky not to have
gone through. And it is good to see Toulouse in the
quarter-finals, even though you would imagine a full-time
Widnes will prove too strong for them. | only hope that they
then draw Hull in the semis, since | would love to see John
Kear?s side - and an army of Humberside supporters - in
Cardiff. They certainly deserve it for their cracking win over
Bradford, and | can?t see them having too much trouble
with either Leigh or Widnes.

I went to Salford, and their recent supposed improvement
was extremely non-evident. They were awful, and although
London were good to watch, and certainly easily the better
side on the day, | fear they will have to play a lot better still
to have much of a chance at Headingly, much as | would
love to see them reach the penultimate stage. That then
leaves Saints v Wigan, and history says that anything could
happen there. So definitely plenty of excitement ahead,
and no sign of any fall-off in the ?magic of the Cup?.

A Mermber of
Otosam CHAMBER aitiea

Contact Goodwin Best for a quality assured,
professional review of your commercial risk
insurances. Exclusive facilities for local
businesses incorporating Risk Management and
Health & Safety Audits

Commercial Insurance Brokers
Castle House, Schofield Street, Oldham, OL8 1QL
Tel: 0161 628 2200 Fax: 0161 628 7785




In Yer Face!

with GEOFF COOKE

Watching Hull v. Bradford Bulls on Saturday | was struck by
the immaculate condition of the KC Stadium pitch. As the
ground is dual use soccer and rugby stadium it begs the
question as to why Boundary Park is so poor despite the

enormous sums spent on it.

And talking of Hull FC. I'd love to see the Airlie Birds
(are they still called that?) go on to win the challenge
cup if only for the sake of Shayne McMenemy. | still rate
McMenemy the best signing Oldham R.L.FC. 1997
have ever made. And am | not right that in all the
comings and goings on Saturday Shayne lasted the full
80mins? Some tribute these days in the high speed,
high collision world of Super League clubs.

One other word about the Hull/Bradford clash:
| thought referee Ashley Klein had an excellent game. It
seems the Coaches and Referees meeting had a
positive outcome after all.

The weekend's other Challenge Cup game was a huge
disappointment. The quality of football played by two
Super League sides in Salford and London was poor,
certainly no better than matches in National League
One. Not one player distinguished himself, although
normally one could expect Malcolm Alker or a Luke
Robinson to stand out. Not only that but an attendance
of 2,339 was abysmal.

And referring to attendances, | was not impressed with
most of the rest. Admittedly Leeds and St Helens were
not facing top-drawer opposition but 7,705 and 6,640

“yares....
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Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd
Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH
Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

W: www. speedyhire.co.uk

respectively were not brilliant gates. Wigan's 5,906 was
even worse given that UTC are about to join Super
League and put up a performance that suggests they
will be more competitive than most pundits imagine. If
the Frenchmen can put together a pack of forwards
that can dominate for decent periods just imagine what
Stacey Jones can inflict behind good go-forward. No
British Super League club has a halfback as good as

Jones and |, for one, look forward to seeing UTC prove .

a few doubters wrong.

Along the same lines | think it would be great for the
long-term interests of the game if Toulouse could
overcome Widnes, which is a tall order but by no
means impossibility. | don hold with the “heartlands of
rugby league” point of view and want to see
international expansion, always provided the
opposition is up to the task. Clubs in the North of
England have had a hundred years and more to
establish themselves. If we can't accept a bit of interest
and competition from France and, eventually Wales,
Russia, Italy, Holland and Greece then we're in a worse
state than | thought. Or should we abandon all
international development to Rugby Union and
continue to pretend that Dewsbury versus Batley is the
height of sophistication?

Although it was at the expense of Waterhead's
promotion hopes, it was great to see Saddleworth
Rangers under coach Paddy Kirwan escape having to
apply for re-election. | hope Rangers Under 18's have
a great trip ‘down under’ and that the club can become
a force again in the amateur game's premier
competition. The same goes, of course, for Waterhead
and St Anne's who have had respectable seasons
even if a little below their own expectations. | am
pleased Gary Mercer wanis fo establish strong links
with the local amateurs and certainly Rob Mills of Shaw
Rhinos was outstanding on debut at Hull K.R. Hopefully
there are other gems out there waiting to be discovered
too. Finally thanks must go to Hollinwood for their
co-operation in staging the fund raising game against
Oldham supporters.

Are proud to be associated with Oldham RLFC

Renault Truck and van sales
3.5 Tonne “Master Vans” to the all new 44 Tonne “Magnum”

Any size, make model of commercial vehicle or

trailer serviced and repaired 24 hours 7 days
week.

Broadgate, Broadway Business Park, Chadderton Oldham
(Minutes from junction 21 M60)

Tel:- 0161 947 1499

WWW. Jdstrucks.co.uk Email info@jdstrucks.co.uk

Authorised Renault and DAF repairer for Oldham and
surrounding areas

»JAN o




I include below a message from Red Ed with photograph and the latest Prediction League.

Let the Roughyeds RoAR

£ . N E V!
Such a lot seems to have happened since | spoke to you in the

last programme and as | know some of you depend on this
column for news | will try and summarise everything as briefly

as possible.

A7

Chris announced in the last programme that the IR had refused to give us more time, but
was hoping that Phil Woolas’ plea to the Paymaster General would sway things. This
proved to be so as the | R finally agreed not to object to a final adjournment of the
winding up petition on the 11th May. This meant that the club have 4 weeks from the
11th May, to put proposals to the Crown Authorities for the repayment of the debt. This
does not however mean the club is out of trouble, but we will have a little more time to
fight. Hopefully that went through last Wednesday.

In the mean time we have not stood still and The
Sportsman’s Dinner raised almost £6000 and we set
up Club 180 which is a supporters’ organisation to
raise money for the club that is ring fenced until we
know we have a chance of survival. This raised
£11000 at the first meeting and money is still being
donated into this fund. Many fund raising events are
being or have been arranged (See Supporters Team
story from Red ED the Roughyed and picture below)
and the fighting fund is steadily growing. But as we
have set ourselves an initial target of £50,000 there is
still a long way to go. Can | thank everybody who has
helped so far from the Latics fan who anonymously
donated 10 brand new bikes to auction off or raffle to

the little girl who sent us £1.25 pocket money. We
were hoping for a good result from the bucket
collection at the Salford v Bradford game last Friday
(many thanks to the Salford club for their support) and
again from the bucket collection at today's game. As
| write | have no idea where our next three home
games will be played but wherever itis we will have a
programme and | will keep you up to date with how
things are progressing. Please do all you can to
ensure the continuation of this great club.

“On Sunday the 1st of May the Oldham Rugby
Supporters team had their first match against a
Hollinwood side with a massive pack. We
really played well and | would like to thank all
the lads who played that day. We played in the
Oldham kit and wore it with pride. Can | on
behalf of all the lads thank Paul the kit man for
every thing he did for us on the day and also
Mick Worrell for training us? Thanks too to all
the fans who turned up. The next supporters’

game is on the 23 July 2005 against
Hollinwood at Hollinwood with a big party in
the ORLFC Social Club after the game. All | ask
is for you all to come and watch the game and
give the lads your support and help save our
club. “

Cheers
Red Ed

Prediction League Round 4

There are lots of changes this week. Some great scores, especially by S McDonagh, who has shot
up from 20th to 7th with a top score of 25. Brian Walker's rise in the last two weeks has been
phenomenal and he is now in second place. The greatest rugby league writer also matches this
having gone from bottom place to 12th in two weeks. Janet and Carole have made a dramatic
move from bottom place to 21 in one week. Good scores too from Ashley Baxter and Michael
Kivlin, but it was a disastrous week for Nick Henry (who has sunk to the bottom) , John McAndrew
and Paul Gough, all who got just 6 points in what turned out to be a high scoring round. Two new
members D Else (who we missed out last week) and Geoff Cooke come in at 7= and 12=.

April winner of signed ball - NIGEL MARLAND (Donated back to club to auction off for Club 180)

1 N Marland 67 (13) 12= P Gough 45 (6) 27 S Kivlin 33 (11)
2 Brian Walker 57 (22) 15= Paul Norman 44 (13) 28 D Stevens 32 (8)
3 Michael Kivlin 55 (20) 15= J Davies 44 (11) 29 S Hague 31 (9
4 T Boycott 54 (10) 17= David Lord 43 (14) | 30 A MKivlin 30 (8)
5= M Ackroyd 51 (15) 17= S Jackson 43 (12) 31  Nick Henry 26 (6)
5= C Hamilton 51 (10) [ 19 S Somervile 42 (13)
7= S McDonagh 50 (25) 20 G Cheetham 41 (10) () Round 4 score
7= Ashley Baxter 50 (20) 21= Janet & Carole 40 (20)
7= PaulHulbert 50 (17) 21= John McAndrew 40 (6)

= DElse 50 (13) | 21= S Whitehead 40 (11)
11 Brianlarrad 49 (15) | 24 S Crossley 37 (16)
12= R Halstead 45 (20) | 25= D King 35 (8)
12= G Cooke 45 (15) 25= D Schofield 35 (11)

Nigel







