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Shock, horror, disbelief,
disappointment, jut a few of the
emotions that we all went through
last Sunday at Blackpool. The defeat
was hard to take and all at the Club
felt most for the fans. Your support
was absolutely tremendous and we all
wanted to reward you with the trophy.
Everything seemed to be going to plan
until half time but then the game
went away from us and all credit to
Hull K R who showed a great deal of
character to come back from being 10
2 down. The whole event was a
superb spectacle and once again the
Tigers have demonstrated that the
Club is a big asset to the game
wherever we are but | know this is no
consolation for not landing the Cup.

On Monday evening we held the BBQ
here at the Jungle and it proved very
significant in the circumstances.
Around 1,000 fans turned up, again
great support for the Club. All the
squad were present and some along
with Dave Woods addressed the fans.
The event gave Dave and the players
the chance to express their
disappointment and to apologise to
the fans but it also gave the fans the
chance to show that they still are
behind them so | think both fans and
players gained a lot from the
interaction. It was particularly
important for Brad Davis who felt
singularly responsible for the loss and
was really down but he got a very
good reception and was feeling much
better at the end.

It would be easy to blame Brad for the
pass that was intercepted but at the
end of the day we should not have
been in the situation in the first place.
We lost it in the first ten minutes of
the second half when we lacked the
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intensity to go on and win the game.
We should have continued to put Hull
under pressure and had we done so
we would have won comfortably. No
one player can be blamed for the loss,
it was very much a team
responsibility.

When Dave and some of the players
had finished addressing the fans we
introduced Michael Eagar and he
received a huge welcome. We have
kept an eye on his situation at Hull for
quite a while and although he had
offers from elsewhere he wanted to
come back to the Tigers. He has said
he will retire at the end of the season
but if he enjoys the next few weeks
he may well change his mind.

As | said the event was important and
has helped us all regain our focus for
the next 7 games and the challenges
ahead. One thing I do believe is that
the experience of playing in a final
with such an atmosphere will be good
for the players and they will have
taken much from it for the big games
later in the season.

Today against Oldham a win is vital.
Gary Mercer will have his men fully
charged and hopeful of catching us
with the cup final blues but from last
Tuesday onwards all talk has been
about the future and | am sure the
players will be confident, particularly
after the support shown on Monday
evening.

Finally a big thanks to all of you who
travelled to Blackpool. You were
great!

Go the Tigers
Rk
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Official hotel for the Castieford Tigers

Located off the Mé2 at junction 32
Just a five minute drive from the ground and right next to Xscape.

Colorado Way, Castleford, West Yorkshire WF10 4TA
Tel: 01977 667700 « Fax 01977 667711 beginning of this piece, your support
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Learn to love
onday mornings...

SCULTHORPE WORRIES

N SCULTHORPE WORTCES

1\1‘\' VS W =
g LR CAE
For the most in-depth coverage of the 2005 Rugby League season
look no further than Rugby Leaguer & League Express.
Packed with up-to-date news, features and colourful match reports
written by some of the best writers in the game,
Rugby League’s favourite weekly newspaper is second to none.

Win, lose or draw, make Rugby Leaguer & League Express
the regular way to kick off your week.

EVERY MONDAY FROM ALL GOOD NEWSAGENTS

OR SUBSCRIBE BY CALLING 01484 401895

CAST,

The Tigers back row forward Steve crouch was deservedly
judged to be the LHF Healthplan NL1 Player of the Month for
June in the 'Rugby League World' magazine. Steve's form
during June was top class, as it has been all season, and for
many Tigers fans, it wasn't before time that one of their
favourite was recognised in this way. Apart from Steve, Deon
Bird and Andrew Henderson were also named in the 'Rugby
League World's June 'Team of the Month.'

Two of the Tigers most promising youngsters, centre Steven
Crow and forward Ryan Boyle, have won well-deserved
selection for the 2005 Yorkshire County Junior Academy
squad. Yorkshire face Lancashire at the Galpharm Stadium,
Huddersfield on Sunday 31 July, KO 11.45. The match is a
very important one as it will be integral to the selection of
the England Academy side that will play the Australian
Institute of Sport later in the year. Ryan has of course made
his first team debut recently and was impressive with a stint
off the bench, whilst Steven has been going very well for the
Under 18's. Ryan and Steven are the only two players in the
squad not from a Super League side.

Aaron Smith and Michael Platt shared the award after our
win over Doncaster, in the award voted for by fellow players,
in a winning performance by the Tigers. Aaron got through a
tremendous amount of work whilst Michael had a great day
on attack, scoring a hat trick of tries.

Joe Hawley made his debut for the under-21's last having
joined us on loan from the Hunslet Hawks. A promising
young hooker, Hunslet, who don't have a 21's side, asked us
if we could give him some game time as he is being kept
out of their senior side by former Tiger Jamaine Wray. Craig
Poucher, who made his under-21's debut the previous week,
hasn't been seen in the last week. As we go to press, and
we are waiting to hear from him.

7
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Welcome to 0ldham for this afternoon's LHF League 1 game.
Oldham gave us a real tough test over at Boundary Park back in
April and Gary Mercer will be keen for his charges to test us
again this afternoon. If they play with the spirit and

i t that Gary brought to the game, which they did in
that first clash, they won't go far wrong. The 0ldham club have
been working very hard in recent weeks to deal with off field
problems and I'm sure that everyone in the game wishes this
famous club well for the future. 0Oldham 2005 are-
Gareth Barber
Local born player, who started his professional career with Warrington.
Primarily a stand off Gareth can fill most positions in the back line. He has
been used effectively as an impact player coming off the bench. Barber
represented the National League under 21 side in 2001.
Ricky Bibey
Ricky was a new signing for 2005 from Super League St Helens. At the
tender age of 23, Ricky already has two Challenge Cup winners medals,
with the remarkable record of beating St Helens when with his former
club Wigan, and then doing the reverse beating Wigan when with St
Helens.
Will cowell
Cowell has played 18 times in Super League for Warrington Wolves. The
23-year-old Cumbrian, a product of that prolific provider of rugby league
players, Kells. He plays full-back, wing or centre, although he prefers full-
back.
Gavin Dodd
A product of Royton Tigers. Gavin is primarily a Full Back, but has
established himself as a winger. Fast on the break, and unpredictable at
times, makes Dodd a scorer of spectacular tries. Gavin has represented GB
students and was selected in the GB U-21 squad two seasons ago.
Martin Elswood
Local 20 year old second row or centre who signed from Huddersfield.
Martin was brought up on a strong rugby background at North Chadderton
School and was also reared in the Royton Tigers youth set up.
Tere Glassie
Cook Island international, Tere was signed this season. He has had
experience in Australia as well as the Bartercard Cup Comp in New
Zealand, he arrived at Oldham from the Newtown Jets. He has played
most of his Rugby in the second row.
Jon Goddard
Came to Oldham on loan in the 2002 season on the recommendation of
Graham Steadman. Goddard was reared in Castleford youth and schools
rugby before going to Wheldon Road to play for the Tigers academy side.
Jon swept the board at the Oldham awards last season. A very
competent Full Back who was selected in the 2004 mythical NL1 team for
that position.

. Simon Haughton

Signed from union club Orrell. Simon is more renowned for his stint with
Wigan Warriors, where he was known for his barnstorming runs and
prolific try scoring record. He has 5 GB caps and has also represented
England on more than a dozen occasions. His domestic stint with the
Warriors brought him every award going.

1an Hodson

lan signed originally on loan from Swinton Lions during an early season
injury crisis in 2005. After a number of impressive shows the Roughyeds
completed his capture with a contract for the rest of the season. He is
equally at home in the second row or his favoured Loose Forward
position.

Chris Hough

Chris joined his hometown club from Blackpool after the start of the 2005
season. Since his arrival he has struck up a good halfback partnership with
Marty Turner and is proving to be a very good motivator on the field.
John Hough

The first player to sign for his hometown club when the new Roughyeds
were formed by Chris Hamilton and his fellow directors in the autumn of
1997. He has just signed a new contract to take him to the end of the
2007 season, which will allow him to complete 10 years with the club.
Carlos Mataora

Carlos is one of three Cook Island internationals brought to Oldham for the
2005 season. He played in the victorious Cook Island team which thrashed
the NZ Maoris in the final of the Pacific Rim Cup. Equally at home in the
stand off role or in the front row at hooker.

Rob Mills

Signed from local amateur club Shaw Rhinos after an opposed training
session the Roughyeds had against them in the 2005 season. Rab has
played most of his amateur Rugby at centre but has been used on the
wings since being with the Roughyeds. A very strong runner who is also a
competent defender.

Damian Munro

Damian is a quality addition to the Roughyeds 2005 squad. At 28 years
old he has had plenty of experience both in Super League and at the
upper end of the National League. He was with two National League 1
Grand Final winners sides, in Widnes and Leigh. Damian is no stranger to
try scoring as he notched up 42 in 46 games for the Centurions during a
two year spell.

Mark Roberts

Mark joined Oldham on loan from Warrington Wolves at the end of the
2004 season. He was then the first player to commit to the Roughyeds for
the 2005 season. Used last year mainly as a centre, where he can display
his devastating turn of pace, he also has the upper body strength to
enhance the back row of the pack.

Adam Sharples

Adam is another of Oldham's academy team production line. A front row
forward who made a handful of appearances in the first team in 2004. A
latecomer to the game of Rugby, he has applied his studious mind to the
technicalities of the sport and his physique is not found lacking.

Simon Svabic

Began his career with the Oldham Academy side Since those days he has
played Super League with Salford and also at the top in the National
League with Leigh Centurions. He signed for the Roughyeds to begin the
2003 campaign. His preferred position is stand off, where he can
demonstrate his silky smooth ball skills, but he is also at home in the full
back position.

Marty Turner

Joined Oldham for the start of the 2005 season. A 23 year old scrum half
signed from North Queensland Devils the Melbourne Storm feeder team
in Australia. Being a Kiwi he has also had Bartercard Cup experience. He is
the clubs overseas quota player for 2005. The Roughyeds hope he will be
a star of National League one this year.

Alex Wilkinson

Alex, toured with the GB schoolboys to Australia in 1999 and with the
England Academy to NZ and Australia in 2001. He played his junior rugby
with Royton Tigersand was snapped up by Bradford. At the Bulls he had a
loan spell with London, before going on loan to Huddersfield and Hull F.C.
where he impressed the Humbersiders enough for them to offer him a
contract. Alex decided he wanted to complete his degree and when part
time rugby was the only option he chose his own town club.

Jonathon "Dana" Wilson

"Dana" is the third of Oldham's Cook Island internationals. He has played
the game since he was twelve and always in the front row, where he says
he enjoys the physical confrontations. He is expected to provide the
Roughyeds side with go forward in what should be a formidable pack in
2005.
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‘| NEED A
CHANGE"

Gain the skills you need with
university courses on your doorstep

o Customer Care

e Business

e Project Management

e eBusiness

e Management in Health &

Social Care
e Personal and Professional
Skills

These and many more courses are running
in Castleford, Pontefract, Wakefield and
throughout West and North Yorkshire.

i S e

European Social Fund

Call now on 0113 2831716 / 2833191 for more
information and to see if you qualify for a full
or part subsidy!

Email: yft[dleedsmet.ac.uk
www.leedsmet.ac.uk/training
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Has confidence taken a knock after the defeat by
Rochdale?

Their form has been pretty good recently that surely
bodes well for the future?

What do you put the result down to?

Was there a case that some players had one eye on the
cup final? Is that a line that you want to go down once your playing
> career ends?

And I guess it demonstrates the fact that every 380
minutes is vital? You've still got a few years left in you yet.

You've had quite a number of clubs over the past decade
how have you found Cas' as a club?

Do you still think Cas hold the initiative in the league N
race?

You must be happy with your form since you recovered
from the hand injury?
And there's still the two-point gap at the top. a :

Do you have plans identified for beyond this year would
So overall you're pretty happy with the start to the you be keen to stay at Cas'?
season? e NO the :

Looking towards the 0ldham game then, it'll be
You've taken on a role helping Brad with the U21s as important to reassert ourselves after that league defeat?
well how are you finding that? mpc : ; :

12| tigers v oldham . ] tigers v oldham |







