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Every day we bring
you more!

® News from your area @ National and international news @ Local and national sport
@ Next day’s race card @ Special features @ Your letters ® Comprehensive TV Guide

Halifax Rugby League Football Club Ltd.

® Local weather @ Puzzles and crosswords @ Competitions
® Thousands of items for sale e Register of births, deaths & marriages

And just to give you better value and more for our readers
We make ‘“Today’ special with something different every night

® VIRGINIA MASON. Presents her inimitable view on life,
shopping and everything.

® 7 DAY SCENE. The week’s best
pictures including ‘On the Town'.

THE VOICE OF CALDERDALE

JUST GOT LOUDER!

0 say that last weeks result against Rochdale was
disappointing is an understatement. Whilst the
club currently have what the press like to call an
“injury crisis” (we certainly missed a number of
key players against Rochdale) the overall performance
was far below what | would expect to be seeing from a
Fax side — with one or two notable exceptions. We set
out to try and win the Northern Rail contest, even if our
main target remains the league, and we need to get
back on track with a win today against the Roughyeds.

We welcome everyone associated with the
Boundary Park Club and whilst they too have suffered a
crop of early season injuries, | know it will be a tough game. This will be especially
true, because a win for them would give them the whip hand in qualifying for the
knockout stages of the contest. | particularly welcome John Pendlebury to the
Shay. John's time at the Club was amongst the better of our recent years and | am
sure he will be sharing a drink or two after the game with Paul Dixon and Mick
Scott, both of whom played with John.

There are also a number of other current playing links to the Oldham club.
Alan Hadcroft and Ged Corcoran — who both may miss out through injury today —
where here last year, whilst Wayne Corcoran, Craig Dean and Chris Mayberry have
all also featured for Fax.

You may have seen over the weekend, that the RFL announced new rules on
club solvency, rules our representative supported at the RFL council vote. All clubs
will now be required to regularly demonstrate to the RFL that their statutory duties
are being carried out with “due probity”. It will not stop clubs having financial
problems, but it will set up an early warning mechanism allowing early intervention,
penalties and sanction. Provided it is policed properly by the RFL, this is a big step
forward for the game

Finally | would like to say a word or two about referees. It is only three weeks

into the season and already we are having some controversy. At Super League level
The RFL Match Officials Director, Stuart Cummings, has admitted that Ashley Kline
made a mistake that cost Harlequins the game against Bradford. Mistakes happen
and no referee will be perfect, but Mr. Cummings clearly needs to sit down and
look more closely at the performance of all his referees and try and see the games
as we spectators see them.

At present, failures by referees to get their message across in a clear and
consistent way, linked to a lack of understanding about what is actually going on, is
spoiling the game. Did our match last week really merit 20 penalties. The Oldham
game against Keighley had 30 (as did the Dewbury v Doncaster match), whilst the
Sheffield v Hull KR saw referee Robert Kicks award 36, almost one every two
minutes. The number is more than the average Rugby Union game, which has been
criticised for years by some league fans as being too technical and spoilt by the
penalty count!!

We are also told that five referees failed pre-season fitness tests, but were
allowed to continue with their whistles. Perhaps the fact that many are so unfit and
thus unable to keep up with play, results in them having to award penalties so they
can have a rest! | simply do not think Stuart Cummings is doing his job properly
and that he appears more concerned with water carriers whilst detracting from the
core values of the sport. His priorities need to change quickly.
| hope you will be able to enjoy the game today and that Fax will get their act

together and produce a win.
T
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ACTIVE TEMPERATURE CONTROL FOR ATHLETES

' armourm® S the new range of hlgh performance underwear from Canterbury of New Zealand.
Available in two temperature control ranges, - and 2rmonii® cold. armourfit® actively
_ controls: your body temperature by wicking sweat away from your body armourflt® also features
muscle compressron propemes which support and promote muscle alignment, significantly preventing

Q muscle fatlgue from lactic acid build up during performance
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Ask Faz...
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Q. Liz asks “The Players didn’t seem too enthused last
weekend. . What sort of things can you do to get them
motivated?”

A Every week we watch a video edit of the oppositions last
few games, and we also have individual and team sessions
after every game where we watch the previous games high
& lowlights. But professional players shouldn't really need
motivating pre games but obviously we do spend a lot of
time before games motivating the team. Music plays a big
part too.

Q. Matt asks “After a defeat do you change your training
routines or your game strategies?”

A. We are constantly changing our training routines and
adapting them to the needs of that week’s opposition. Game
strategies too change week to week again dependent on who
we are playing. And of course game strategies have to
change dependent on who's in the team. We have to play
to those players’ strengths and weaknesses.

Q. Lee wants to know “ When things go wrong on the pitch
who do you look for amongst the players to get things put
right or to motivate the players?"

A As a coach there's not a lot you can do once the team is
out there playing. You can, of course, change tactics by
passing messages out and obviously again at half time you
can changes things you've identified. But on the field you
have to look to your Captain and senior players to help get
us back to the game plan.

Q. Sue asks “ | see Jamie Bloem is generally at Match Days
as the water carrier, but obviously that's not his main role...
What do you use him for?”

A. Jamie wanted to stay on being involved with the Club
after his retirement last season, and given his previous
involvement with the Club and his familiararity with the
players, he’s the ideal person to act as a water carrier but
also to help communicate messages onto the field. He knows
most of the players as well and that allows him to help with
players' individual needs too.

just cannot beat.

Having lost twice to the Hornets last season,
both times on the last play the of the game,
Anthony Farrell’s side managed to turn in a .
performance so lacklustre there was only ever going
to be one winner.

Rochdale scored the only two tries of a torrid
opening period and then resisted Fax's second-half
comeback to claim the spoils.

Rochdale had taken the lead after an opening 1
minutes which had seen no fewer than six scrums
as both teams struggled to string two passes
together. Brad Attwood, standing in at full-back for
the injured Damian Gibson, stopped Paul Owen’s
burst through the middle, but there was little he
could do when the ball was swept left to where
Richard Varkulis bludgeoned his way through a
short-handed defence.

Mark McCully’s touchline conversion was an
ominous omen as the Hornets began to physically
dominate their hosts, with Fax’s best hope of a
response coming from Joel Penny, the Australian
sending both Boults and Birchall to within inches of
the whitewash.

Centre Andy Kirk looked dangerous, although when
his scything break just past the half hour ended with
a penalty for not playing the ball correctly it was
indicative of Fax’s out of sorts afternoon.

Things went from bad to worse in the 34th minute,
Attwood again saving Fax’s bacon with a fine stop

R OCHDALE, it seems, are the team that Halifax

Report by James Roberts, Halifax Courfers,

on Tommy Goulden, only for centre Lee Patterson
to cross in almost exactly the same place as
Varkulis had done earlier on.

The sight of a 12-0 scoreline seemed to give Fax a
belated gee-up, with returning skipper Damian
Ball and Kirk both going close — the latter
slipping on the greasy surface with only Owen to
beat — and Penny being pushed into touch inches
from the corner flag.

Fax dominated the opening exchanges of the
second-half, with Dean Lawford and Penny both
forcing Hornets to concede drop outs that,
eventually, yielded a breakthrough.

Dominic Brambani hoisted the diagonal bomb and
Anthony Blackwood soared above the defence to
touch down.

Lawford slotted over a fine conversion, and
pressure continued unabated, with Lawford and
Brambani taking the drop out count to four,
albeit without reward on the scoreboard.

)7

Unfortunately, Hornets were soon over in the
corner through winger Chris Giles and Fax were
staring down the barrel of a 10-point deficit.

To their credit, the home side did not give up
the ghost.

Winger James Haley was tackled into touch by
the flag, before Larder got some reward for 8o
minutes of industry when he slid under the posts
from Brambani’s pass.

With seconds remaining, Fax’s go-for-broke
approach set Blackwood free down the left
flank only for the move to fail due to a lack

of support.

HALIFAX: Tries: Blackwood, Larder
Goals: Lawford (2)

ROCHDALE: Tries: Giles, Patterson, Varkulis
Goals: McCully (2)

ATTENDANCE: 1,479
REFEREE: Gareth Hewer (Whitehaven)



OLDHAM ROUGHYEDS

James Roberts reports

ALIFAX will be looking to complete their first
double of the season against Oldham today.

But they will know it won't be easy against John
Pendlebury's side, who opened their account for
the season when they edged home against

Keighley last weekend courtesy of Chris Hough's drop goal.
Although the Roughyeds were comprehensively beaten by
- - . -m - n Fax at Boundary Park a fortnight ago - courtesy of Joel

Penny’s blistering hat-trick - they still scored 26 points.

That alone should ward off any complacency on Fax’s part,
even allowing for the injuries that have reduced
Pendlebury’s paper-thin squad to the bare bones.

Without Fax old boys Alan Hadcroft, who has a dislocated
shoulder, and Ged Corcoran, who is nursing a fractured
cheekbone, Oldham will be trying to plug the gaps.

But Pendlebury will be encouraged by the way his forwards,
led by outstanding back-rowers Mark Roberts and Andy
Bailey, took the game to Fax the last time the teams met.

In 2006 we're back at Wembley Stadium.

Celebrate the return of the Powergen Challenge Cup Final If they can do that again, and substitute Paul Wingfield

to Wembley by securing your place in history. comes up with the same kind of impact from the bench,
then Oldham will entertain hopes of following in

Tickets are available from so order now Rochdale’s footsteps.

to avoid disappointment. And with Craig Dean, the sole playmaker for most of the
game at Boundary Park, getting support from the fit-again
Hough and the impressive Gareth Barber, the Fax defence

*Includes £1 donation to the RFL Benevolent Fund.

will no doubt be subjected to another searching

0870 990 1 31 3 examination today.
www.engagesuperleague.co.uk

(0870990 1310)

: boxoffice@rfl.uk.com

RUGBY LEAGUE
-\
POWERGEN
RUGBY LEAGUE. It's a whole different ballgame & CHALLENGE CUP




COMMERCIAL CORNER

Commerci

Welcome to today’s game against Oldham
Bears. Hopefully another exciting game
against one of our local rivals and hopefully
one we can win for a second time this
season. The Northern Rail Cup is definitely
something we want to win, so after last
weeks set back against Rochdale we need to
get back to winning ways.

Our Match Day host today is Briggs Priestley
of Halifax. Their involvement with the Club
goes beyond just providing us with trophies
and plaques. They provided us with the
vinyls that you see around Calderdale on the
A Frame trailer, showing our next fixture
here at the Shay. They've also provided us
with some new post pads and corner flags.
So a really warm welcome to David Armitage
and his guests and we hope you all have a
tremendous day out here at the Shay.

Our Match Ball Sponsor today is Acorn
Stairlifts. I'm sure you will know that they
are one of the worlds leading Stairlift
Manufacturers (the equipment that assists
disabled people to cope with stairs). Perhaps
Acorn’s Sponsorship will help us to climb
back up our stairs today. Acorn sponsored
us last season, so it's especially nice to
welcome Joanne Kennedy and her guests,
back here again today.

Our thanks as ever, go to Darren Leach of
Cutting Edge Carpets, who is continuing his
Hit Man award again this season and also to
John and Linda Kitson, who are sponsoring
our new award “Champagne Moment”, which
as you now know, is to commemorate
anything really special or different that
happens during the game. Last weeks winner
of the award was Dominic Brambani for the
crossfield kick which helped Anthony
Blackwood score his try.

Some of the new Canterbury leisure wear can
now be viewed on the Club’s web shop
which you can find at www.halifaxrlfc-
shop.co.uk/store It's our plan to keep
updating the range reqularly, so keep an eye
on this web page and be the first to be seen
in those hoodies, polo shirts, rain jackets
etc.. You can also order this leisure wear
from The Halifax Independent Supporters
Trust shop (close to the entrance from the
Weavers car park). The shop opens every
Saturday morning between 10am and 12
Noon. The shop is also open for go minutes
before and one hour after, each home game.

Finally, just a couple of dates for your diary;

Friends of Fax are holding a Sportsman
Dinner at Bertie's Banqueting Rooms in
Elland on Thursday April 6th.

There will be a first rate line up to entertain
you, with lan Millward as Guest Speaker,
John Stiles the Comedian and Eddie
Hemmings from Sky TV, the compare. It will

be a great night out and you can get tickets Proud to be providing
( £35 per person ) by ringing the Club on

01422 347792 pre-match day catering to

In addition, for the Lady supporters, there HAI_I FAx RI.FG

will be another Ladies night at the Weavers s
on Friday June 30th. More details of this
event, later.

Enjoy the game. y : .
W BT e
€ Come along and sample the extensive

beer garden & menu at one of Halifax’s
premier public houses. Also see the

HALIFAX RLFC HALL OF FAME

Authorised by the Past Players Association

ALL HOME & AWAY SUPPORTERS WELCOME!

|
HOLMFIELD, HALIFAX
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independence
with an ACORN Stairlift |
Your home is one of your most precious possessions

send juast vk cd nartar; bt Jild of mermories

and at the heast of your social and family Iife. |

}

¥ - FRCE homewial FREE

* Rent or Buy mm":’io:“ |
o * Open 7 days \ 3 |
& = New or Reconditioned
f * Next day installation available
§ * Direct from the Manufacturer

Call us now on FREEPHONE

0800 1919 19

tor a free no obligation quote
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Cutting Edge Carpets

&% a

Fitters of carpets, vinyl and
laminates

Your number one choice for
private and contracts work

All work guaranteed
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Call for a FREE quote

* HOT DEALS ON NEW AND USED VEHICLES
* EXCLUSIVE OFFERS ON FABIAS, OCTAVIAS AND SUPERBS
* BRAND NEW SERVICE DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN

W She e CAR SUPPLIER TO JOEL PENNY
Q % Lightcliffe Skoda
g S Shay Syke, Halifax HX1 2ND
° . Telephone: 01422 380380

Yoy ov< lightcliffemotors.co.uk

nce again we have been inundated
with enquiries as to who we are and
what do we do here at the Blue Base.
This is pretty good really, as this is
only the third match programme of
the season, the article for the Keighley
Match certainly provoked considerable interest in
our programmes.
The easy answer to all these queries and questions
would be to tell everyone to have a look at the
display in the Southdale Homes Lounge. There in
the display case is a large scale version of our
Annual Report, it is quite a comprehensive account
setting out what we are about and how we go
about achieving our goals.
We are constantly looking at ways in which we can
improve the quality of our service with schools
and other young peoples’ organisations.
As part of our strong links with the Rugby Club,
the Playing for Success team have been able to
help with the delivery of some of the community

initiatives that Halifax RLFC are trying to
implement. Likewise the club are making coaches
and players available for the study support
sessions, the young people are beginning to build
up a nice collection of autographs.

The players are subjected to a series of question
and answer sessions led by the young people.
With some of the groups who visit us for daytime
sessions, the lads carry out coaching drills, whilst
we deliver indoor activities. Good working
partnerships are the key to success, here at The
Blue Base Study Centre, we are fortunate to have
the backing of a cracking team, so today and for
the rest of the season let's give that team our
cracking support.

Enjoy the game. =
/ -~
Wk Wil
(&7
Study Centre Manager
Blue Base Study Support Centre

¢ >, Adding a sporting Dimension

¥ to Learning
Tel: 01422 300013 ="

Playing for Success

Calderdale



RUGBY

Tackie everyday (2B

hegaltheare costs
‘om Just +£2.13 8 week

With an LHF Healthplan, you’ll get money back
towards the cost of treatments such as:
Dental check-ups, fillings etc.

Eye tests, glasses and
contact lenses

Physiotherapy, health screening,
hospital stays and much more...

Join now for 8 free official
National League polo shirt

Just quote ref: LS0005

C3ll 0845 b0 bO 543

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk

heatthplavs qrrmy

from

Part of the Simplyhealth Group. LHF Healthplan, Riverside House, 7 Canal Wharf, Leeds, LS11 SWA. LHF is a trading division
of Simplyhealth Access, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. Simplyhealth Access is
registered and incorporated in England and Wales, registered no. 183035. Its registered office is at Hambleden House,
Waterloo Court, Andover, Hampshire, SP10 1LQ. We may record or monitor telephone calls to help improve our service

and protect our members.

The offer is open to new members of LHF joining before 31/12/2006. Applicants must be under 65 years of age. Terms and
Conditions apply. Please contact us for full details. Promoter: LHF, Riverside House, Leeds.
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READY TO
RUMBLE?
TRY this
weeks rugby
wordsearch
puzzle out

FAX FACT

In season 1956-57 prop forward
John Thorley played 48 first-team
matches. And there were no
substitutes in those days to give
him a breather. It's the record
number of appearances in a season
for a Halifax player.

KIRK
HALICAT
SCRUM

HIRST

SHAY

FINAL

SUPPORTERS’ STUMBLES

How much do you remember about last season? Here's a few teasers for you
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a Which team finished top of the Super @ Which was the Last Rugby League Club
League Table BUT didn’t qualify for the Martin Offish played for before he retired?

) Grand Final? All these anagrams are players connected with

Which club finished in the top six of Super either Halifax or Oldham.

: : 5
League for the first time ever in 20037 Alevillcro

9 Which player scored 796 ties in 688 games
between 1945 — 1964?

6 Which club did Jamie Thackray leave to join D. notably ok cowhand
Hull? :

B. purley bend
C. slow tact

E. so win link
9 lan Millward was coach at which Club

before he joined St Helens? F. job as on lust
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