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Finalists - 1998
Northern Ford Premiership
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Grand Finalists - 2001
MOST APPEARANCES: John Hough, 209 - Jan 1998 - September 2005
CONSECTUTIVE APPEARANCES: Phil Farrel, 67 - *April 2nd 2000 - March 15th 2002
*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svablc v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
HIGHEST SCORE/WINNING MARGIN:v Yorks Wasps, 70-6 - Apr 1st 2001 at Huntington Stadium
v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001 RLCC 3rd Rnd at Boundary Park

The views expressed in this matchday magazine do not necessarily reflect those
of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd.
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W|th Chris Hamilton

WELCOME TO BOUNDARY PARK
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May | first of all thank those of you who attended last week’s
game against Saddleworth Rangers in what was a poor day

weather wise to say the least.

From about nine in the morning the
snow started to fall and didn't stop until
the second half when the players were
then coping with rain as well!

As we have stated in the press this
week, if the pitch is playable and there
are no safety concerns about the
terraces, then the game must go ahead
and that was the situation last Sunday.
We should also be aware that both
teams were keen to get the game on
and despite the pitch being snow
covered, the game was not affected by
this and that was great credit to both
sides.

It was probably typical of our luck that
with the opponents being Saddleworth,
a lot of their fans who would have come
to the game were probably snowed in!
We made it safely into the nest round
without being too convincing but not
unduly troubled either and our reward
is probably a trip to Barrow on 2 April.
Today though, we return to Northern
Rail action against Rochdale and we
are obviously hoping to avenge the two
defeats we have already suffered
against them.

We are also running another child
promotion today whereby up to two
children can come to the game for free
if accompanied by a full paying adult
or OAP. This will be the latest in a
number of initiatives we will be running
throughout the season to increase
attendances and also to help us lay the
platform for a support base for many
years to come.

| know a regular source of irritation is
the prices that are charged for children,
but as we have also stated on
numerous occasions, we are unlike
most other clubs in that we do not
make any money from the food

Visit our website today! www.roughy SC

concessions in the ground or the bars
and our rent is the same regardless of
whether there is one person in the
ground or ten thousand and therefore
gate income is vital if the club is to
survive.

As a club we have actively encouraged
the adoption of schemes such as the
LHF Healthplan junior season ticket
offer which is fantastic value even if you
don’t come to many games and we
hope that with the programme we are
rolling out over the remainder of the
season following the successful ticket
promotion for the Leeds game we can
increase the number of people coming
to watch our games.

As part of this programme there will be
various other offers to encourage
adults and juniors alike to come so look
out for details in the local press and on
the website.

Today will also be interesting to see
how the lads react to having had a full
week with “Deaks” given that they will
have been in five sessions!

Our run of luck also extended to last
Monday’s training session when we
had arranged for the players to go to
Breeze Hill swimming pool following
the two games the team had played
last week. When they arrived they were
informed that the pump for the pool
was broken and therefore we couldn’t
use it - whatever next?

Enjoy the game

Chris Hamilton
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Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation

and management of structured
environments, ranging from single

cabling systems for all types of
outlets to full site cabling and roll

out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact
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Fax 0161 343 8181
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dire

with Steve Deakin

| thought we played some good football
despite the conditions. We scored six tries,
had one excellent effort at the beginning of
the second half refused for a forward pass
and Gareth Barber knocked-on on the line.
It must be remembered that this was
Saddleworth’s Wembley and we were on a
hiding to nothing.

Certainly we made too many errors and our
completion rate was poor but this is
something we can work on and | am
confident that once we sort this out we can
hold our own with any team in our
competition. Today is an ideal opportunity
to gauge in what direction we are moving as
we are playing a team who are confident of
and determined to be involved in the play-
offs.

Derby games are always even more intense
than others and Oldham-Hornets matches
are certainly no exception with a lot of
former Roughyeds turning out for the
Hornets. Both teams will be determined to
be the ones with the bragging rights at the
end of eighty minutes, but one thing is
certain whoever has them at 4.30 today, it
will only be a for a short period, as we meet
them again in the league in four week'’s time.

One thing I've noticed after only a short time

Cl from the dug o]

The Saddleworth Rangers game despite the poor
crowd because of the atrocious weather conditions
threw up a lot of positives.

at the club is that some people are very
quick to see the negative side of everything.
If we all concentrated only on the positive a
lot more we would succeed in improving
things a lot quicker.

Personally | was glad the game was played
last Sunday as we have now had the
opportunity for a full week’s preparation for
today's game. One negative to come out of
the game was the injury to Danny Guest. At
the time of writing it looks as if he'll be out for
at least four weeks but we’ll be more
informed by the time of today’s game
when he will have seen a specialist. As
for our other injured players without
underestimating this competition | am not
going to gamble on the health of any of our
players with the league season so close.

Get behind the lads,

Deaks

Mick Redford
V Saddleworth Rangers

[ Tackles JEN)

Hit ups K}

| Metres made el

Missed tackles jil

Lee Windfield
V Saddleworth Rangers
21
0
12
78

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Lansdowne
Roofing
Supplies Ltd.

Demolition work undertaken
All materials can either be collected
or delivered

Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead




by ROGER HALSTEAD

ARE we getting soft in our old age? Has a decade of 'summer (loosely
speaking) rugby turned us rugby league lads and lassies into a breed that
those hardy fans of yesteryear wouldn't even recognise?

| confess to being as guilty as the rest. Well, not quite. My badges
for 'softies of the week' go to my good friends of the local press -
- Matthew (Chronicle), Gavin (Advertiser) and that veteran news
and sports hound of the Oldham scene, Fred, the local freelance.
Let me explain. Those of you who sit near the back of the main
stand may have noticed there are two areas for the
accommodation of the press. One is open to the winds that howl
around a ground Joe Royle once described as Ice-Station Zebra.
It's a traditional press bench (you can hardly call it a box) - the
sort that, in wintry Watersheddings days, soon turned boys into
men.

The other is behind glass, enclosed, sometimes even heated -
and that's where youll always find Matthew, Gavin and Fred.
Comparatively speaking, Matthew is the new boy to the Oldham
scene. And Gavin is probably too young also to remember what
it was like in the good old days up there at Watersheddings at a
night match in January with a blizzard sweeping down from
Moorside.

Just as visiting players hated it, so did visiting journalists. And
some | could mention used to get Fred to cover the match for
them, so much did they hate going to Watersheddings when the
ground was in all its winter glory.

Jack McNamara, that highly respected and long retired rugby
league writer of the Manchester Evening News (and still a dear
friend) never resorted to that. He was far too tough a Kiwi, and far
too dedicated to his job, to even think of it.

But even Jack, who always had a soft spot for Oldham and
Rochdale Hornets, used to beg me to take issue with the Oldham
committee, on behalf of the Rugby League Writers' Association,
to get the Watersheddings press benches enclosed.

If Joe Royle thought this place was Ice-Station Zebra he should
have tried watching a match up there with snow several feet high
piled up around the touchlines and sleet sweeping down the
pitch horizontally to the Hutchins Stand corner.

So Fred? No excuses for you, mate. Like me, you've seenit all up
there on the Ripponden Road hill. You, of anyone, should know
better than to lock yourself away in that heated box when, as last
Sunday, you could freeze to death on the open bench like lan
Wison (League Express), Brian Clarke (GMR) and | did at the
Oldham-Saddleworth cup tie.

Worse still, Fred, what was all that softy talk of yours. The tie
should have been postponed? Come on now. For a few inches
of snow?

Remember the good, old days? When snow, ice, frost, pitch
inspections and a team's ability to cope with the northern winter
were part and parcel of Challenge Cup folklore.

That great Oldham side of the 1950s, then red-hot favourites to
make their first Wembley appearance, once lost a tie at Leigh in

appalling conditions. Two or three weeks later, when the snow
and frost had gone, they went back to Leigh and put 40 points
past them.

Twenty years later Oldham were strongly fancied to beat
Workington at Watersheddings in the cup. The weekend game
was postponed and, come the Wednesday night, the pitch was
still hard.

The referee declared it playable. Town fancied the challenge
more than Oldham, and the Cumbrians pulled off a huge shock
to take their place in the next round. It was all part of the drama
and mystique of the Challenge Cup.

Hardly surprising, then, that the two men who represented the
Rugby League at last Sunday's game -- referee Colin Morris and
match commissioner Jim Smith -- wondered what all the fuss
was about when Colin declared the pitch playable.

Colin, from Huddersfield, has been around a long time -- one of
the most experienced referees on the list. Jim, from Halifax, also
put in a marathon stint as a first-class referee before he reached
retiring age.

In Colin's words, there was absolutely no reason to call off the
match. The pitch was soft under the snow, he could see the
markings clearly, and the Boundary Park safety officer was happy
that there was no hazard to spectators.

The referee's decision has to be final: there can be no other way
Way back in time, in my early days on the Chronicle, the Rugby
League used to give home clubs the power to call off a league
match if they felt a pitch was unfit. The rule read: "The secretary
of the home club can postpone if . . . etc, etc.”

Far be it for me to suggest that club secretaries might have
abused that freedom, but it was clearly wrong to place them in
that position.

Oddly, the rule for cup ties was slightly different. Both clubs had
to have their say, and one can only assume it was because the
gate was shared.

| campaigned for years for the match referee to be sole decision-
maker or, if that was not practical, for a local referee to make the
judgement.

Justice must not only be done, it must be seen to be done - and
to give anybody the power to rule on pitch conditions other than
the independent official is to go down a road that throws clubs
and club officials open to all manner of allegation.

Last Sunday was a throwback to days long gone. It stirred the
memory, filled us with nostalgia and took us back to days when
Watersheddings was the coldest spot in the Northern Union
and Fred was tougher than he is today.

Only kidding, old pal. Call it journalistic licence. You know =
about that.

ROGER AND OUT.

with lan

What a strange week we all went through up
to and including the Saddleworth game!
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First the postponement of the Halifax
game - though maybe this was not so
unexpected. Then the complete
bombshell of John Pendlebury’s
resignation. | had just submitted my
copy for last week's programme,
which included the recommendation
to read the excellent interview with
him in Rugby League World [!] -
though that interview did at least
emphasise how much he is his own
man, with strong  views and
principles. | must admit to still being
mystified by the decision, though - |
really can'’t believe that the travelling
on the motorway can have been a
factor, since it surely didn’t come as a
surprise! | must admit, too,
to a considerable feeling of
disappointment, since | honestly
believed that he could have done a
good job for us, given time and
patience.

But then came the new appointment,
and so quickly. Top marks to messrs.
Hamilton and Whitehead here, | think,
both for the timing and the quality of
the decision. One cannot imagine
anyone more likely to unify the RL
factions in Oldham than a Deakin!
There is surely no doubt, either,
about Steve’s coaching credentials.
Let us all hope profoundly for a
period of stability now; from what |
understand, we have a quality
technical coach, and we cannot
expect any immediate miracles - but

at the same time we can hope
for steady improvement in both
individual and team performance.

We then had the debacle of the
Halifax game itself - nothing more to
be said, really. And, finally, the
Saddleworth occasion. You can
never accuse the club of giving its
supporters a boring experience! It
was such a pity that the weather
conditions were as they were, since
on a sunny afternoon it could have
been areal celebration of the game in
the town. Unlike a number of others
at the ground, | felt that referee Colin
Morris was quite right to allow the
game to go ahead - the pitch wasn't
frozen and the lines were clear;
we certainly had many games
played in worse conditions up at
Watersheddings! However, there
would surely have been three times
as many spectators in attendance to
enjoy the occasion if the weather had
been different.

The game itself was an enjoyable
one, | felt - and the amateurs certainly
did not play like a side at the bottom
of the Conference set-up. Of our
performance, | thought the most
encouraging aspect, in a way, was
during the second quarter, when our
handling was so bad that we had to
defend for almost the whole 20
minutes. The fact that we did, and
conceded only one try, is a good sign
for the future. The next two matches -
not to mention the next round of the
cup - gives the coach a chance to
begin to get the side playing in the
way he would like before the real
season begins. | think we all share
the desire to wish his efforts every
possible success.
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thisday

Don Yates looks back to March 19th yesteryear

In the early years of our game trial matches were
a popular feature of the season. They were staged
to aid selectors who had the task of choosing

representative teams.

Trial matches were even played as part of
the process of selecting county teams but
that process ceased in 1910 although trials
for tour selection continued for a further 48
years. It was on Wednesday 19th March
1958 that the final tour trial match was
played. Headingley Stadium, Leeds was
the scene of that trial, a match between a
White Xlll and a Green XIIl which attracted
a crowd of 4,375. Oldham had a player in
each team, second-row forward Charlie
Winslade with the Whites and centre
Dennis Ayres with the Greens. At scrum-
half for the Whites was Johnny Fishwick, a
talented half-back who played for Rochdale
Hornets for eleven years after joining them
from Vine Tavern (St.Helens) in March
1956. The Greens won the match 41-18
with Fishwick and Ayres each scoring a try.
Neither Winslade, Ayres nor Fishwick
gained selection for the 1958 tour of
Australasia and, in fact, only ten of the 28
players who figured in that trial, there were
two substitutions, climbed aboard the
plane to Australia.

The Athletic Grounds, Rochdale's
headquarters for eighty-eight years from
1900, were once a superb sporting facility.
Cycling, athletics and speedway racing as
well as rugby league were staged there. Big
crowds once flocked to showpiece events
including an Anglo-Australian test match
and three Challenge Cup Finals. On
Saturday 19th March 1932 one of seven
Challenge Cup semi-finals to be staged at
that venue, Swinton versus Wakefield
Trinity, attracted a crowd of 21,273. Swinton
won that match 7-4. On Saturday 19th
March 1955 Hornets entertained Barrow in
a quarter-final Challenge Cup-tie. That
match was watched by a crowd of 17,311.
Hornets have not attracted a bigger gate to
a home match since. Unfortunately Barrow
beat Hornets 15-2 that afternoon, the
Rochdale points coming from a penalty
landed by centre Les Jones. Incidentally,
on that same afternoon, Oldham beat
Widnes at Watersheddings by 36 points to

two. Last weekend just over 2,000
spectators were present at Whitehaven to
watch the attractive Challenge Cup-tie
against French Championship leaders Pia
Forty-six years ago, on Saturday 19th
March 1960, the biggest crowd to watch a
match at Whitehaven, 18,500, assembled
to watch a quarter-final Challenge Cup-tie
against Wakefield Trinity. The visitors won
that tie 21-10, scoring five tries in the
process. Two of those tries were scored by
loose-forward Derek Turner, the former
Oldham loose-forward. A couple of other
former Oldham players were included in
the Wakefield line-up, winger John Etty and
second-row forward Don Vines. On the
same afternoon Oldham entertained
Bramley in another Challenge Cup quarter
final. Oldham won that bad-tempered tie 8-
2 with two tries from winger Vin Nestor and
a goal from full-back Bernard Ganley. Just
down the road at the Athletic Grounds
Hornets defeated Castleford 17-4 in 2
league encounter. Centres Norman Short
and Bill Atherton, together with scrum-ha#
Johnny Fishwick, scored tries and loose-
forward Bernard McGurrin landed four
goals.

It was on this day four years ago, Tuesday
19th March 2002, that the former Brritish test
forward, Steve Molloy, joined Oldham
permanently from Batley. A couple of years
previously he had played for the club
during a loan period when he was with
Huddersfield. Molloy stayed with the
Roughyeds for three seasons and during
his two spells with the club made 86
appearances and scored five tries and 2
dropped goal. He was appointed player
coach in July 2002, taking over from John
Harbin. Molloy led the team to the
Championship play-offs in 2004 when they
finished fourth, their highest position since
the club was reformed in 1997. After fail
to gain Super League status, Molloy was
replaced by Gary Mercer.
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with Nigel Marland

Well yet another eventful few days last week
culminating in the atrocious conditions on
Sunday, which resulted in the attendance being at
least a third of what was expected.

There are many views on the pro’s and
con’s of the game being played and one
can have sympathy with all of them.
Some say it was a disgrace that so many
fans, especially from the Saddleworth
area were unable to get to the game as
the roads were so bad, others that the
game was declared on too late for
everyone to be able to make
arrangements, that although the ground
was playable the car parks etc were not
fit etc, that both clubs unnecessarily lost
much needed income, others that there
was a danger of serious injuries.

Others argue that it was a good thing the
game was played as it meant Oldham
wouldn’t have to play 2 games in a week
again especially as Hornets would have
had ten days to prepare as they had
played on the previous Thursday.
Another argument is that there was no

guarantee the weather would have
improved by Tuesday or Wednesday.

Whatever your view the fact is that once
the referee has declared the pitch fit to
play on and the safety officer is happy
with conditions for spectators there is
nothing club’s can do other than to play
the game. And both of those things did

RYDER & DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop.
Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,
Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

occur. What cannot be argued with is
how unfortunate that such a historic
occasion was ruined by the weather. As
Director, Sean Whitehead, was heard to
say after the game when somebody
commentated on the club’s bad luck,
Sean replied, “We at Oldham don’t have
bad luck we have no luck!” And there is
certainly no argument with that of late.

Hopefully the draw for the 4th Round
can prove to be to our advantage and
we can beat the amateurs or Barrow
away from home and then draw a
money-spinner of a tie in the next round.
Surely things must change for the better
sooner than later.

| hope you enjoy the article by Gareth
Walker on our new coach that appeared
in last week’s Rugby League Express. |
thought it merited repeating in today’s
programme and thank Gareth for giving
his permission to use it. Don't forget if
you have something you would like to
say in the programme or would like to
ask Deaks a question please contact me
via the main office and | will certainly
consider their inclusion.

Nigel







