TODAYS TEAMS

14th APRIL 2006 « KICK OFF 3.00PM

~ Oldham RLFC

P OWEN
M McCULLY

1
2
RVARKULIS § 3

L PATTERSON § 4
CGILESH 5
SBUTTERWORTH |§ 6
MFRTHE 7

RBALLY} 8

D McCONNELLE 9

M STURM § 10
A GORSKI § 11

L DORAN § 12

T GOULDEN § 13

P CANTILLON j§ 14

R BENJAFIELD § 15
P ANDERSON § 16

JHILLW 17

THE OFFICIALS

Ref M Dawber » TJ R Huddlestone TJ R Stokes * RRN Taylor « MC R Tennant

NEXT HOME GAME

Rochdale Hornets v York City Knights = SUNDAY 30th APRIL 2006 K.0 3.00PM

THE OFFICIAL PROGRAMME OF

V OLDHAM RLFC

ISSUE 5 * APRIL 14th 2006 * K.O. 3.00PM- Price £2.00
LHF NATIONAL LEAGUE ONE
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A WARM WELCOME TO OUR MAIN SPONSORS

Azin Club Sponsor
ARIEN DOMESTIC APPLIANCES (ROCHDALE)
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—~ciate Club Sponsors SDI GREENSTONE AND BRITISH MILLERAIN




Take the train fo the game.

No traffic. No hassles. No worries.
Northemn. Proud sponsors of the Northem Rail Cup.

www.northernrail.org
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Looking ahead
to today’s game
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ROCHDALE V
DONCASTER
Starting the
season as we
mean to go on!

Commercial
Directors Update
New initiatives
and today’s
sponsor
information

" The hub of
~Hornets
attacking play

PLAYER PROFILE .

Dave McConneII

HORNETS WEBSITE

VIEW FROM ROW Z

By Jim Stringer

Why not visit the Hornets supporters’ website on:

www.rochdalehornets.com
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Req O e: PO Box 48, Rochdale OL16 1PE Tel: 01706 648004 Fax: 01706 34454
Chairman: Mr D Vining Commercial Director: Ms K. Reynolds
Chief Executive: Mrs Ann Manock Marketing Manager: Mr | D Nield
Club Secretary: Mr K Oldham Lottery Manager: Mr E Armitage
Directors: Equipment Staff: M Reynolds, G Reynolds
Mr N Halsall (Vice Chairman) :
Mr K Oldham Timekeeper: R Myers
Mr D Vining !
MirsiAIManock Programme: Karen Reynolds,
Ms K Reynolds AP ofd,
y Jim Stringer,

:D A Mark Wynn,
Coach: Darren Abram Devidil adsem.
Assistant Coach: Willie Swan Mike Floyd,

Shaun Gartland Gareth Walker,

Danny Lockwood

Club Doctor: Dr P C Duffy y v
Hornets Magazine Production:
Groundsman: Phil Collinson DijiGroup Tel: 0870 333 9994

Life Vice President: Mr R Bonser,
Mr D Turner, Mr B Hollis, Mr R Taylor,

HORNETS WEBSITE

Why not visit the Hornets supporters’ website on:

www.rochdalehornets.com

CLUB HONOURS MOST TRIES
Challenge Cup Winners 1921-22 In a career - 103, J. Williams  1931-37
Lancashire Cup Winners 1911-12, 1914-15, In a season - 31, M Billy 2000-01
1918-

S In a match - 5, J. Corsi, M. Billy 1921-22

Beaten Finalists 1912-13, 1919-20, J. Williams, N. Brelsford 1933, 1972, 2001
1965-66, 1990-91 MOST GOALS
Regal Trophy Beaten 1973-74 In a career - 733, W. Gowers ~ 1922-36
fnakc In a season - 150m M. Strett ~ 1994-95
BBC?2 Floodlight Troph - ;
Beften F?r?glilgts 1L e In a match - 18, L. Birdseye 2005 :
RE MOST POINTS 7 T R
g:‘.'gust Se;fsgﬁns 1895-96 In a career - 1481, W. Gowers  1922-36 e y ;: 2
Biggest Victory, 120-4 2005 In a season - 350, M. Nanyn ~ 2002-03
v llingworth ARLFC In a match - 44, L. Birdseye 2005 SPONSORS
Heaviest Defeat, 10-82 1999-2000 MOST APPEARANCES
v Hull Sharks 455 W. Gowers 1922-36 : I : I 3
s e e RS Main Club Sponsor | Associate Club Sponsors [ Match Day Sponsors |Associate Match Sponsor
Rochdale Hornets are proud of our family friendly image and agree wholeheartedly with the Rugby Football League ‘Tackie Racise Palicy As such e club will not tolerate MARK WYNN BROAD D
any foul, abusive or racist language or behaviour within the stadium. Anybody found to be commiting such offences will be removed Sram e ground and liable to prosecution ) = FABRICATIONS A
AN=ID G f\“‘"v

Match Ball Sponsor  Champagne Moment
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Doncaster 0 Hornets 44
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LHF National League One - By Mike Floyd

Doncaster Lakers 0
Rochdale Hornets 44

HORNETS opened their LHF National League One campaign with
a dazzling demolition job on Doncaster Dragons at the Earth
Stadium.

The Dragons performances in the National Rail Cup had given the
vociferous Doncaster crowd room for optimism, but it didn't last as
Hornets, despite losing the influential Dave McConnell and the
powerful Richard Varkulis early in the piece, stifled a brief spell of
pressure from the home team to dominate the match.

Led by man of the match Sam Butterworth whose quick thinking
and quick feet were a source of consternation for the home defence
throughout the afternoon, Hornets ran in seven tries without reply.
Mark McCully with a try and eight goals helped himself to 20 points.

Hornets took control from the off. They broke through in the 19th
minute when Butterworth took the ball from acting half and skipped
past several flat-footed defenders to score. McCully converted.

Hornets increased their lead when Firth's grubber bamboozled the
home defence and Giles pounced to score. McCully added the
extras.

Gorski then broke through on the short side, handed on to
Patterson who coasted in to give Hornets a 16-0 interval lead.

After the break the Dragons' desperation saw them concede two
penalties which McCully slotted over with ease. With the temperature
dropping and the hailstone falling Hornets squandered a couple of
chances, but once again, Butterworth wove his magic as he chipped
over the top and hacked on for McCully to gather and fall over the
line. McCully tagged on a tremendous touchline conversion.

From the restart Gorski summed up Hornets’ day when he plucked
a short kick from the air and knocked aside four or five would-be
tacklers. John Hill carried on the run and when he was given a clip
by Gareth Handforth a donnybrook ensued. Handforth and Hill were
sent to the sin bin and McCully banged over the penalty.

The home team were visibly wilting and the try of the match
followed as McCully and Tommy Goulden combined to set up
Cantillon for a clear run to the line. McCully made it a six-pointer.

More was to follow as Butterworth slid through the Dragons'
backline and Anderson took his pass to power over the line. McCully
kicked goal number eight.

With three minutes to go a grubber from Firth caused havoc in the
home defence and Giles snapped up the loose ball to stroll in for a
well-deserved try.

(Articles reproduced by kind permission of the Rochdale Observer) ( 7




TANNERS ARMS

HOTEL

are
Proud to Support

Rochdale Hornets

SKY SPORTS ON BIG SCREEN

BED & BREAKFAST from £15
ALL ROOMS WITH COLOUR TV
AND TEA MAKING FACILITIES

THEAKSTON'’S
TRADITIONAL ALES

PROPRIETOR: NORMAN HALSALL
24 WHITWORTH ROAD, ROCHDALE OL12 OEU
TEL: 01706 712131

DAVE
McCONNELL

e Position:
’E HOOKER

nother of Hornets top performers in 2005
after signing in the close season from Leigh
Centurions. David's work rate is
exceptional and is at the hub of most of
Hornets attacking play. A very versatile
player Dave can play Hooker, back row or half back.
Dave made 25 appearances in 2005 scoring 10 tries, and
this season he has already scored 6 tries having played
in all games to date. David is also a full Scottish
international. Dave has recently been awarded Northern
Rail Cup Player of the Month for April in the Rugby
League World magazine. He is also ever present in the
squad, having appeared in all ten matches, scoring 6
tries and accumulating 24 points so far this season.
Congratulations to him from all at the club.

BROADFIELD

The Broadfield Hotel is proud HOTEL
to sponsor Rochdale Hornets v Oldham

A warm welcome, home or away.
After a big match, why not come and
unwind at the Broadfield Hotel?

Our warm bar is friendly and welcoming, and

our comfortable rooms are perfect for an

overnight stay for visiting fans.

The Broadfield Hotel, Sparrow Hill, Rochdale, Lancashire, OL16 1AF

Web: www.broadfieldhotel.co.uk Email: info@broadfieldhotel.co.uk



INTERBAKE LTD

SIMPLY THE A - Z OF ALL THAT’S BEST
IN BAKERY EQUIPMENT

Our range includes:

UNIFILLER
The versatile depositor

UNIT 2 - BRIDGE MILLS, ROCHDALE ROAD
EDENFIELD - BURY - LANCASHIRE - BLO ORE

TEL: 01706 825596

BUILDERS *

ALL ASPECTS OF DOMESTIC &
INDUSTRIAL BUILDING & REPAIR

STONEWORK | FLAGGING | JOINERY

CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS | EXTENSIONS & PLUMBING

7 FEDg

™ - Halifax 01422 823 659
2 * Brighouse 01484 713559
& aonoE FAX: 01422 823 640

THE OPPOSITION

OLDHAM RLFC

L) N=TYNSY - Signed during the

close-season from Castleford Tigers.
At €' 3 " is an ideal build for a second-
row forward. Super League experience
with Hull who signed him from
Featherstone Rovers.

(LGS MGG - A local born

player who started his professional
career with Warrington Wolves.
Primarily a stand-off who can fill most
positions in the back-line. In 2005 he
was also used effectively at hooker.
Represented the National League
under 21 side that defeated their Super
League counterparts in 2001.

- A prop-forward who
has had Super League experience with
Warrington Wolves. Hoping to make a
huge impact this season under the
guidance of coach John Pendlebury.

[ENSELISELTN - 23 year old prop-
forward signed for the Roughyeds after
spells with Halifax (where he gained
Super League experience), Dewsbury
Rams and French outfit Limoux.
Started his rugby career with Royton
Tigers.

LN =efe] s{e{o); .} - 20-year-old

Irish international forward. Recruited
from Halifax where he gained first team
experience.

[ANDY GOREY N young full-back who
is bursting with enthusiasm. He made 8
first team appearances last season
albeit on the wing but is hoping to
claim the number one jersey this term.

- Looking for regular
first team action after spending two
years in the Salford City Reds U21 side,
where, in 2004, he picked up their
Player of the Year award.

[DANNY GUEST B/ big prop who has
just returned to Oldham after retiring at
the end of the 20083 season following a
serious knee ligament injury. Former
Oldham Bear who has had experience
with Keighley Cougers and Lancashire
Lynx. This will be his fourth spell with
Oldham.

[ALAN HADCROFT BN T et o
who is known for his solid defence and
strong running. Signed from Halifax for
the 2006 season, Alan’s previous club
list includes Wests and his hometown

side Leigh Centurions. Played for the
National League against New Zealand
Al

ESERIEINTE - 20 year-old prop-
forward signed from Salford City Reds
during the close-season. He was voted
Salford's U21 Players Player of the
Year in 2004. Leigh born Gareth stands
at 6'3" tall and weighs 17 stone.

LU N (e]oETelN]- Signed initially on loan

from Swinton Lions in 2005. After
impressing he was given a contract for
2006. A hard worker who can handle
the ball and who is equally at home in
the second-row or at loose-forward.

o BIENEOITelZ] - Oldham born half-

back who excelled last season forming
a great partnership with Marty Turner. A
leader who knows how to galvanise his
team-mates into action.

elelz\Na(el¥elz]- The first player to sign
for his hometown club when it was

reformed in1997. An hooker who has
signed a contract to take him to the
end of the 2007 season, which will
allow him to complete 10 years with the
club.

Signed from Warrington Wolves, he
can also play at loose-forward and is
excellent at acting half-back.

PLVIESGIWYN - Ex Oldham

academy. A young hooker who should
go far in the game. Former Waterhead
Junior and Wigan Warrior student. A
tough tackler and excellent acting half-
back.

(L GIEHIENTS- A 21 year-old second-
row or centre signed from Swinton

Lions for the 2006 season. Started his
pro career at Wigan Warriors before
moving to St Helens where he was on
the verge of being selected for the
England Academy side, but was
thwarted by a wrist injury. Had a loan
spell at Halifax where he gained Super
League experience.

ELNINATNT - Injury brought to a
halt this young prop's impressive start
to the 2005 season, but then managed
to pick up where he left-off. Started well
against Rochdale Hornets last week.

(o a (RIS =5 ()N Just returned to

Oldham after a spell on-loan at the end

of 2003. He played for Leigh
Centurions for two season. A quick
three-quarter who scored 20 tries in 20
games in his first season with Leigh but
missed out in 2005 with a broken leg.
Will be seeking to rekindle his try
scoring feats this year.

[ITAGESREGETN - Signed for the
Roughyeds during the close-season
from Blackpool Panthers. Originally
from the Leigh East amateur club, has
also played for Chorley Lynx. Was a
crowd-pleaser at Blackpool where he
played prop, second- row or centre.

L1 {e)E =31 - Joined Oldham on

loan from Warrington Wolves towards
the end of the 2004 season.Initially
used as a centre, where he can display
a turn of pace. Also has sufficiant
upper-body strength to enhance the
back-row of the pack.

After an injury plagued season in 2005
is keen to put things right in 2006.

SO\ IV=1[of] - Footballing half-

back who made a huge impact for the
Roughyeds in the second half of the
2005 season at loose-forward. Former
Oldham Bear, Salford and Leigh player.

PSR- Local born Alex,
toured with Great Britain schoolboys to
Australia in 1999 and with the England
Academy to New Zealand and
Australia in 2001. Had a loan spell with
Hull F.C. where he impressed the
Humberside high-flyers sufficiantly for
them to offer him a two year contract.
Alex decided he wanted to complete
his degree and when part-time rugby
was the right option he chose his
hometown club. Can play both centre
and wing.

LEE WINGFIELD EE-Y VT

second-row signed from amateur club
Leigh Easts. He has been selected for
the BARLA Great Britain team for three
successive seasons, and toured both
Australia and Russia. Signed a two
year contract that commences with the
start of the 2006 campaign.



ROCHDALE HORNETS

PLAYING SQUAD

& SPONSORSHIP

Become a Sponsor and show your support of Hornets
AND receive a personal memento.

Rochdale Hornets has a great and proud tradition of the spectators being involved with the sponsorship of the

club. For the 2006 we are looking for sponsors for Squad Positions 1 - 17.

Monies raised in this important function goes towards funding training kit, match food for the players and team
away travel. This is an essential source of revenue generation for the club and one that the players and coaching
staff greatly appreciate. The cost for the season is £175.00 and includes the following:

* Acknowledgement in every Match Day programme for the 2006 season.

* A personal letter of thanks from the Head Coach Darren Abram
+ Signed AWAY shirt presented at the end of the season.

No. 1
1 SPDNSURED BY
' www.lostajos.com

SPONSORED BY

Holly @ Lakeside
Windows

No. 7

Beer and three
tonics

No. 10

Trevor North
Builders

Hotel

SPONSORED BY

. ' Robert Vining

No. 5
SPONSORED BY

5 ' Sponsorbank

SPONSORED BY

8 I Wayne

Connaughton

Solicitors

I Cameron Heap
No. 13
1 SPONSORED BY

No. 16
SPONSORED BY
1 6 IThe Broadfield

1 1 IGruber Garrett

No. 14
SPONSORED BY

I Noise Machine
No. 17
SPONSORED BY

7 Harphams of

High Green

’ 2 ' SPONSORED BY

No. 8
SPONSORED BY
No. 11
SPONSORED BY

‘ 3 l SPONSORED BY

. Paul Ormerod

No. 6

SPONSORED BY

Zone 1 Electrical

No. 9

SPONSORED BY

Maureen
Reynolds

No. 12

SPONSORED BY

Robert @
Lakeside Windows

No. 15

SPONSORED BY

I Noise Machine

For more details
call the club on

(01706) 648004

Paul Anderson (SECOND ROW /

CENTRE); Spent the 2005 season
bravely fighting his way back from a
career threatening knee injury. There
were signs at the end of the season that
Paul is quite capable of making a full
recovery and once more becoming a
regular performer. Previous clubs include
Leigh, Oldham, St Helens and Sheffield.

Rob Ball (PROP); Rob found the
consistent level of performance he was
looking for during the 2005 season and
became first choice prop in the Hornets
front row. His no nonsense approach was
appreciated by the Hornets fans and his
experience was vital at certain times of
the season. Rob is another no nonsense
model professional. He made 22
appearances in 2005. Previous clubs are
Wigan and Leigh.

Ryan Benjafield (PROP); Ryan is in his
second spell in England having
previously played for Hull F.C. and York
City Knights. He has been playing in
Australia for Asquith Magpies in the Jim
Beam Cup but was keen to have another
go in England. Can either play in the front
or back row and comes very highly rated
by the Coaches at both “his previous
English Clubs.

James Bunyan (CENTRE / SECOND
ROW); Another player in his second spell
at the club after playing the last couple of
seasons at Halifax, this was after
spending a short but unhappy spell at
Oldham. One of James'’s great assets is
his versatility being at home at either
centre or back row. James is renowned
for his tough tackling and strong running
and has always had a good tries to
games ratio. James is another player on
his way back to full fitness after having
closed season surgery. Previous clubs
include Doncaster and Huddersfield.

Sam Butterworth (STAND OFF);
Rochdale born Sam is certain to continue
his love affair with Hornets supporters in
2006 having enjoyed a highly successful
2005 season scoring some brilliant tries
and displaying excellent individual skills.
Sam'’s pace is electric and he is always
willing to try the unorthodox and has
pulled Hornets out of many a sticky
situation. Sam is now in his third season
at the Club and is enjoying every minute

of it. For the record Sam scored 9 tries in
2005.

Chris Campbell (WING); Chris has been
a consistent performer since joining the
Club in 2004. His electric pace always
puts him amongst Hornets leading
scorers every season and last year he
scored 14 in 22 appearances. He
previously had spells with Oldham and
Whitehaven.

Phil Cantillon (HOOKER); Phil showed
during the latter stages of the 2005
season that he has not lost his electric
pace and quick thinking that have been
his trademarks over the years. Hornets
fans will be quick to remember his match
winning performance off the bench at
Doncaster that turned a remarkable
game in our favour. He is an Irish
International having captained the side in
2004. Phil made 19 appearances in 2005
scoring 12 tries. His previous clubs
include Widnes, Keighley and Halifax.

Dave Cunliffe (CENTRE / SECOND
ROW); David has certainly enjoyed variety
during his sporting career, starting off as a
Professional Football player then turning
to Rugby Union with Liverpool St Helens
before turning to Rugby League. A
powerful player David has the versatility of
being able to play either in the Back row
or at Centre. Dave was another player
who didn't really enjoy the best of fitness
in 2005 but after a good pre-season under
his belt he will no doubt soon rediscover
the performance that made him one of the
stand players of 2004.

Lee Doran (SECOND ROW); Lee was
voted the Club’s player of the year at the
end of last season, an award he richly
deserved and in doing so quickly
became a firm fans' favourite. He
frequently busted the opposition’s line,
with his trademark line breaking busts.
Lee was also a solid performer in defence
frequently topping the tackle count. He
made 28 appearances in 2005 scoring 6
tries. His previous club was Oldham.

Phil Farrell (LOOSE FORWARD); Phil
was plagued with a knee injury during the
2005 season which he will now hoping to
have fully recovered from. A tough back
row forward with an exceptional work rate
Phil leads from the front at all times and is

avery constructive leader both on and off
the pitch. He made 21 appearances in
2005. Phil joined from Oldham in
December 2004 having previously
played for his hometown club Wigan
Warriors.

Matty Firth (SCRUM HALF); Matt opted
for a move to National League one after
enjoying a hugely successful 2005
season with Keighley Cougars. Matt will
be hoping to make an immediate impact
due to the injury to Lee Sanderson. A
classy half back Matt has a great kicking
game and scores his fair share of tries.
Matt came to Hornets via Keighley,
Halifax and Wakefield. In 2005 Matt
scored 4 tries in 23 matches for Keighley.

Chris Giles (FULL BACK / WING) A real
stand out performer for Hornets during
2005 at either Full Back or on the Wing. In
certain matches Chris's Super League
experience proved invaluable and was a
model of consistency. Chris scored some
vital tries in the last campaign and will be
looking to improve his tally in 2006. For
the record he made 27 appearances in
2005 scoring a total of 6 tries. Played
Super League for Widnes in 2004.

Tommy Golden (LOOSE FORWARD);
Joined Hornets in the latter part of the
2005 season from Leigh Miners Rangers
amateur side. He captained his side with
distinction for many years and was also
part of a very successful Great Britain
amateur set up touring Australia on more
than one occasion. Has come to Hornets
with the reputation of being one on the
toughest players around and showed
immense promise in the limited
appearances he made towards the end
of last season.

Andy Gorski (SECOND ROW); A model
professional and a totally consistent
performer since his move from Salford
City Reds. Andy always leads from the
front and is Mr Reliable. His trademark
breaks and tough tackling were very
evident last season and his
performances were recognised in the
Club’s end of season awards. He scored
a very valuable 13 tries in 28
appearances in 2005.

John Hill (PROP); After signing from
Blackpool in May 2005 John made a






