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*John Hough was on the team for every match February 1st 1999 - April 16th 2001 (82)
TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
GOALS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 146 - 2000-2001
POINTS IN A SEASON: Pat Rich, 320 - 2000-2001
DROP GOALS IN A SEASON: Neil Roden, 7 - 2001-2002
TRIES IN A CAREER: Mark Sibson, 60 - 1999-2002
GOALS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 254 - 1999-2001
POINTS IN A CAREER: Pat Rich, 576 - 1999-2001
DROP GOALS IN A CAREER: Neil Roden, 18 - 2000-2003
TRIES IN MATCH: Mark Sibson v Wigan St. Judes, 4 - Feb 8th 2000 at Boundary Park
Mark Sibson v Queensbury, 4 - Jan 28th 2001 at Boundary Park
David Gibbons v Chorley Lynx, 4 - Jan 30th 2001 at Boundary Park
James Bunyan v Featherstone Rovers, 4 - Apr 12th 2004 at Boundary Park
GOALS IN A MATCH: Simon Svabic v Swinton Lions, 10 - Apr 6th 2003 at Boundary Park
POINTS IN A MATCH: Gareth Barber v Dewsbury Rams, 26 - Apr 2nd 2002 at Hurst Cross
(7 goals, 3 tries)
DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
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v Queensbury (amt), 64-0 - Jan 28th 2001 RLCC 3¢d Rnd at Boundary Park
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We would like to express our thanks to the
Oldham Evening Chronicle, League Publications
Ltd, Phil Burdge and all concerned for the use
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W|th Chris Hamilton

WELCOME TO BOUNDARY PARK

ntheChallr

Once again a Sunday arrives and once again we attempt to
gain our first win of the season.

The two previous games against York have both been bitterly
disappointing and nobody knows that more than the players.

| will not try to give reasons or excuses
because by now myself and Sean both
know that nobody is interested - all that
needs to happen is getting a result on
the pitch and only the players can
deliver that.

What we will not allow to happen,
under any circumstances, is for the
season to become irrelevant with
people not caring about their
responsibilities.

The team knows it owes the die hards a
good performance after the last two
games and hopefully that will come
today against a Rochdale side who
themselves will be smarting after
getting a good hiding last week at
home to Hull KR.

It seems that there is no stopping them
right now and they are certainly looking
good bets for promotion to Super
League.

Rochdale, however, are no mugs and
we will have to raise the level of our
performance to stand a chance of
getting the two points but a lot of hard
work has gone in this week on the
training field which we hope will pay off
today.

Itis easy when in a situation like ours to
feel sorry for yourself and blame
everything on bad luck but
EVERYBODY at the club has to pull
together, stand up to be counted and
show what Oldham RLFC means to
them - in whatever capacity.

If Sean and | had thrown the towel in
every time things hadn'’t gone our way
we wouldnt even have got the club up
and running and we have certainly
shown our committment to the cause
every week.

Although it is hard we can only ask for
your support - we know it is not easy
when the team is not performing and
despite that the vocal support -
especially at away games - has been
nothing short of fantastic.

We do appreciate it and hopefully you
will have something to cheer today.

It was interesting to read during the
week of the potential collapse of the
Latics stadium plans whereby a lack of
local support is threatening to scupper
plans to redevelop Boundary Park.
Bearing in mind that the owners of
Oldham Athletic have only been in
place for less than three years and
have on several ocassions vented their
frustration at the town and its leaders
you can surely imagine how we feel.
The town is in need of a major lift and it
has long been stated that sport is a
proven way of doing this - let's hope
that stories of the owners being ready
to sell the club are wide of the mark as
they have clearly put their money
where their mouth is so far for little
reward and any changes in ownership
can have far reaching consegeunces
for our club - remember Chris Moore -
don't say | didn't tell you what would
happen there and despite that | was
vilified far and wide for daring to stand
up to him in order to protect Oldham
RLFC.

Thank you for your support and enjoy
the game.

C\u1s

Visit our website today! WWW.roughye

The legal team that gets results

LEVER’S
FISH & CHIP
RESTAURANT
UNITS 2 &3
MARKET HALL

OLDHAM

MON - SAT 10.30-5.30 | |5 "

Tel: 0161 646 5614
7 e-mail: info@“nor(_hz\inlcx.cn.uk

northainleyhalliwell

34/42 Clegg Street, OLDHAM OL1 IPS

web: www .northainleyv.co.uk DX23605

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938




direct omthedug out

with Steve Deakin

| was very disappointed with
our first game against York and
was looking for a vast improvement in the
following week’s match.

Although the result again went against us and
we conceded 11 tries | did think there was
some improvement — we competed well in
spells and there is no doubt the two sin
binnings had a massive impact on our weary
troops. In this respect we must look to our
discipline. Although we were on the rough end
of some decisions we have to be tough and put
up with it. Even if it doesn’t lead to a try a
penalty means six more tackles to make and
we have to be mentally tougher.

It must also be remembered that we got over
their line on four other occasions than the three
tries but couldn’t convert. Itis obvious we have
great difficulty scoring tries and at the same
time concede too many by missing too many
tackles. Losing Ged and Barbs didn’t help as

It would be great to be able to report on something
positive result wise in the match day programme for
you loyal fans but as we all know that isn’t realistic.

we were again left short on the bench

On the positive side | thought Adam Sharples
did well after only a week with us and it was
good to se Andy bailey get through the game.
Dean Gorton also impressed playing out of
position at right centre.

So it's Rochdale again, we owe them one, and
it will have been no different this week in our
preparations — working hard on the training
pitch and looking to eradicate the faults from
the previous game. There will be no let up in
effort and | keep my fingers crossed we can
provide a result which will please our loyal
supporters.

Get behind the lads and above all enjoy the
game.

Deaks

RYDER & DUTTON

Shaw, Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth,

Telephone: 0161 652 1234
www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Opening up the world of property
Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop,

Mossley, Ashton-U-Lyne, Halifax & Huddersfield
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Week 9 Overall

Nigel Marland
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Colin & Dorothy Johnston
Peter Buckley
Tim Boycott
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Michael Ackroyd
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Chris Hamilton
Wayne Halstead
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Roger Halstead
Geoff Cooke
Matthew Chambers
Jeff Bates
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David Lord
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Paul Gough
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Nick Henry
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Generally a low scoring week and a particularly
poor one for the consistent Johnstons who have
sunk to their lowest position so far, 3rd. Top
scorers are Ashley who had a perfect 12 for the
Doncaster game and yours sincerely who goes to
the top for the first time, no doubt to be followed
by abuse by a vocal minority (no names water
man and ex office boy). This month's winner is
down in the bottom half where a lot of the top
scores for this month have come which shows
there is still a chance for everybody. Frank Pullen
scored 31 points, Janet Yewdale 35 but the winner
for June and recipient of a signed ball is David
Lord with 37 points.

Lansdowne

Roofing

Supplies Ltd.

Secondhand tiles and slates
bought and sold

Demolition work undertaken

All materials can either be collected
or delivered

Tel: 0161 626 0896 and 627 4231
Night 0161 633 4252

Proprietor: Sean Whitehead
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by ROGER HALSTEAD

STICK around long enough, it seems, and nothing is new in rugby league.

While clearing out this week a mass of material and
club records collected over my years at the Oldham
Chronicle | came across two articles which may be of
interest to today's readers. '

Our club's ongoing financial difficulties have been well
documented, particularly in the past 12 months, but a
glance back in time clearly indicates that the previous
club, which went bust in 1997, had been heading down
the slippery slope for several decades.

| wrote this at the end of the 1993-94 season: "Apart
from a six-year spell in the 1970s, Oldham have been
losing money consistently for more than 30 years.

"The break-up of the 1950s championship-winning side
caused a major slump in fortunes and, with two
exceptions, the treasurer reported annual deficits
throughout the 1960s.

“In the summer of 1970, after a season in which the
committee was forced to sell Derek Whitehead to
Warrington for financial reasons and the team won only
six of 34 league matches, a new nine-man committee
took over, led by Arthur Walker, the former Rochdale
Hornets boss.

"Playing fortunes improved, but in the next five years
there were five consecutive trading losses, amounting
to a total deficit of £78,000.

“The Ray Hatton regime steadied the boat financially
with six consecutive profits as the club moved into the
eighties, topped by the £77,867 profit in 1980 when the
lottery boom was at its height.

"That faded almost as quickly as it arrived and the only
profit since 1981 was one of nearly £98,000 in 1992 and
that was due only to the sale of the training ground and
players.

"There were consecutive deficits of £70,145 (1982),
£29,269 (1983), £33, 418 (1984), £40,589 (1985),
£19,815 (1986) and £84,109 (1987), whereupon the
committee abdicated and invited interested business
men to form a company.

"Harvey Ashworth, a chairman in the members' club,
also chaired the first board, which consisted of Jim
Knox, David Gardner and Greg Pache, none of whom
is now on the board.

"The losses continued -- £134,938 in 1988, £172.256 in
1989, £156,076 in 1990, £215,613 in 1991 and
£264,188 in 1993."

In those days, of course, all players recruited apart from
juniors were paid for by transfer fees -- and buying and
selling played a key role in ongoing attempts, usually
unsuccessful, to balance books.

In the first three years of the old club's new life as a
limited company, the club spent £571,000 in transfer
fees and recouped only £243,000 from sales.

| wrote: "Oldham's £50,000 capture of Derek Pyke from
Widnes took the club's transfer market spending spree
to nearly £600,000 in the three years since the new
board replaced the former committee.

"An examination of the facts and figures of rugby league
life goes some way towards explaining how a club like
Halifax - first division champions and double Wembley
finalists in the last five years — can suddenly find
themselves on the brink of extinction.

"During the three-year period under review, Oldham
recouped £243,000 from the sale of 11 players, leaving
a deficit on transfers of £328,000.

"Add to that an estimated £124,000 spent on the
signing of 17 youngsters in the three years and the
club's total outlay on increasing the quality and quantity
of its staff adds up to a staggering £452,000.

"This does not include contract money, which is
expected to cost the club another £150,000 next
season, or playing wages, which worked out last
season at approximately £166,000.

"Most clubs are struggling in a bid to compete with the
best.

"And one leading administrator at a top west
Lancashire club told me this week: The financial facts
are frightening. If we didn't put up one massive fight to
stay the course there would only be Leeds and Wigan
left to play among themselves.'

"The Oldham board faces a constant battle to make
ends meet and | can vouch for the fact that on
numerous occasions the directors have dug into their
own pockets to come up with the ready."

Given the game's current economics, the Roughyeds
courageous battle by Chris and Sean to keep the club
in business, and that shock £450,000 move by Stuart
Fielden from Bradford to Wigan last week, it all makes
for interesting reading.

Some things, perhaps, never do change.

® Thursday 7.00pm & 9.30pm

Repeated Friday 12.30 & 9.00pm, Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 1.00pm

The weekly Rugby
League programme
from ChannelIM

Highlighting Salford City Reds plus
features on Swinton, Oldham, Rochdale,
Leigh ,Wigan and the local BARLA
clubs.Including a mix of match action, big
game previews and reviews, player chat,
club history and community activities.

in Greater Manchester, just tune a c'.an'.d

spare channel into frequency 39 or
Digital (€able) Channel No 26
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with Geoff Cooke

Well some people's idea of rugby league
encompasses all the rugby league fraternity,
prefers fair play and a level playing field above
all else.lf the rules say the bottom club are
relegated then that's that and any attempt to
cicumvent the process is unacceptable. | have
no problem with Chris Radlinski coming out of
retirement to help his beloved club - indeed his
action only adds to a glowing reputation as one
of the best players of his generation. And | have
no problem with Wigan paying £250,000 for the
services of Stuart Fielden, after all business is
business and the deal obviously suits all parties
(especially with Bradford deep in debt ).
However, | would be interested to know how
Radlinski is playing for nothing yet Fielden's
wages (which will be not inconsiderable) can be
fitted into the salary cap. If Wigan can pull off a
Houdini act with on-field performances good
luck to them but if | were a follower of Wakefield
or Castleford in particular (and Harlequins or
Huddersfield possibly ) I'd be more than a bit
worried. With Dave Whelan thinking the JJB
Stadium is too good for N.L.1 what price Belle
Vue (sorry, the Atlantic Communications
Stadium) or Wheldon Road (aka The Jungle)
being deemed not up to scratch?

Meanwhile, on the subject of grounds, will New
Craven Park, home of Hull K.R.be deemed

’W rsssn.
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Hire Centres (Northern) Ltd

Speedy Hire (Northern) Ltd.
Coldhurst Street, Off Rochdale Road,
Oldham, Manchester. OL1 2BH
Tel: 0161 626 8111 Fax: 0161 628 5060

W: www.speedyhire.co.uk
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The fight to keep Wigan in Super League is on. Apparently,
Super League without Wigan is unthinkable. Oh, really!

suitable for Super League if - as looks
increasingly likely - the Robins win the league
and Grand Final? In theory the ground has to be
fit for purpose now, not following improvement
work carried out in the closed season, as
Dewsbury found to their cost a few years ago.

I don't know the answer but | can't say Iv'e been
terribly impressed on my visits there but then
again I'm not thrilled by Leigh's Coliseum and
that was passed fit a year ago so who am | to
judge? Nevertheless the whole proces still
seems a bit haphazard to me. If only 110 years
of league had produced a) a rugby league
national stadium and b) a stadium development
fund (incidentally would charitable status be
available for such a fund?). A levy on gate
money and the receipts from high profile
domestic finals and internationals could have
built up to a tidy sum over the years. And, of
course, money wouldn't be going out of the
game to hire soccer stadia for big games but
would remain in rugby league. And - just to be
cheeky for a minute - guess where the ideal
place for a national stadium together with a
rugby league museum would be? Why,
Oldham, of course.

SPORTING IMAGE

SUPPLYING SIGNED MEMORABILIA TO
FUNDRAISING EVENTS, SPORTSMAN’S DINNERS
AND PROFESSIONAL SPORTSTARS ENJOYING
BENEFIT/TESTIMONIAL YEARS

Tel: Mick (Braddy) Bradshaw:
07946 052 364

4 Bramble Avenue, Oldham. OL4 2PQ CpVERS 3¢ ATTOGRI (o e L
S ; N ME MRER
www.sportingimage.biz
LTS
Landsowne Road
Chadderton
Oldham
OL9 9EF

Tel: 0161 626 1141
Fax: 0161 628 7078
www.ltshaulage.co.uk

LOW LOADER HIRE
EXTENDABLE TRAILERS

ESCORTED LOADS




chit chat

from around the club

h Roger H

(for fans who don't see daily bulletins on the club's official website at

www.roughyeds.co.uk)

CONGRATULATIONS to our young prop, Adam Sharples, who has
returned to rugby league after a year out with a, first-class honours
degree in sports science tucked under his arm.

He is now going for a masters, having won a scholarship to take his
studies to an even higher plane.

Many fans were surprised, to say the least, to see the 21-year-old forward
take his place on the subs' bench at York last Sunday. Unknown to most
people, he had trained with the squad all last week after returning sooner
than expected from a post-exams sabbatical to New York, where he had
been playing with New York Knights.

"It was an irony that his first game back for Oldham was against York City
Knights,” said his father, Robin. "He had planned to stay in New York
rather longer, but after five weeks there he had seen all he wanted to see
and he wanted to get home and start playing rugby league here again.”

Coach Steve Deakin was pleased with his performance at the
Huntington Stadium - his first appearance for Roughyeds in nine
months — and, in the days that followed, club-player talks were being
planned in the hope of sealing a more permanent signing arrangement.

Technically, Sharples became a free agent at the end of last season
when he chose to concentrate on his exams rather than sign a new deal,
but he always hoped that one day he and the club would together find
a route to bring him home.

THE Roughyeds' welcome mat is out, too, for a couple of Oldhamers,
who have joined us for training from Warrington Wolves with a view to
signing for their hometown club.

Half-back Nigel Scott and centre Alistair Williams, both aged 18, are said
to be settling nicely into the Roughyeds camp and have already made a
suitable impression on head coach Steve Deakin.

“They are doing fine," reported Deaks, who hinted that before the season
was out he expected both of them to make their bow in Oldham colours.

The two former Waterhead lads signed three-year contracts for the
Wolves when they were 16 - a similar route into the pro game as that
taken by many Oldham boys down the years, including lestyn Harris,
Paul Sculthorpe, our very own John Hough and Gareth Barber, lan
Knott, former Roughyeds winger Chris Eckersley and, a few years earlier,
Shaw lad Mark Roberts (not to be confused with the current Roughyeds
player, a Wiganer, of the same name).

Though still under contract, the Wolves will release Scott and Williams to
the Roughyeds if, after a week or two of training here, all parties wish to
pursue the arrangement and take it to another level.

The local lads have had difficulty getting to Warrington daily for training,
S0 a move to pastures new on their doorstep is viewed as a sensible
move by all parties.

“We hope it will work itself out as a win-win situation for everyone
involved,” said Roughyeds chairman Chris Hamilton.

CALLING all Oldham RL Club ex-players - the Roughyeds are planning
to launch a past-players’ association before this season is over. One
former Watersheddings favourite, whose identity will be kept under
wraps for the time being, is itching to sign up as the new association's
first member — and he reckons loads more will follow suit.

Roger Halstead, our special projects manager, will be spearheading the
recruitment campaign (with the help of the aforementioned mystery
man).

And after covering Oldham rugby affairs for the Oldham Chronicle for
more than 40 years, until he retired last December, Roger should be
ideally placed to set the ball rolling.

Initially, we would ask any former player reading this to spread the word
around among others who have worn the Oldham jersey with pride,
going back into the mists of time.

Then watch. out for announcements soon in trade and local papers
throughout the region, on radio and TV, in club programmes and on club
websites throughout the rugby league.

We want to track down our Oldham heroes of the past — and offer them
the recognition they deserve.

BEST wishes for speedy recoveries are sent from everyone at the
Roughyeds to two prominent members of the local rugby league scene
and lifelong Oldham fans who have recently been in hospital.

Don Yates, service area officer and that organisation's rep on Rugby
Oldham, was under treatment for a blood disorder in the Royal Oldham
Hospital. Don, a writer, is also well known for his regular "On This Day"
features which he sends out to several media outlets, including the
Oldham match-day programme which he hopes to be able to provide for
today's programme.

lan Wilson, Rugby Oldham secretary and Oldham RL home-match
reporter for League Express, was in a Macclesfield hospital after
suffering a mild heart attack.

Like Don, lan also writes regularly in this programme. Get back to those
keyboards as quickly as possible fellas!

THE mid-season dinner, which raised £3,500, got a good show on
Channel M's rugby league slot, Code X111.

Chris Hamilton, Barrie McDermott, Paul Highton and Colin Hawkyard
were all interviewed on TV,

The message that came through loud and clear was that former players,
as well as those born in the town and with Super League clubs, cared
genuinely about the Roughyeds and what the future had in store.

Guest speaker Barrie Mac said: "Roughyeds are passing through difficult
times on and off the field. Things are tough, but if there is anything we
can do to help we have to jump on board.”

The equally popular Michael 'Braddy Bradshaw —— another Oldhamer
making his way up the sporting ladder as a top mascot and also in the
field of corporate entertainment — was a big success as MC.

+TWO curtain-raisers were being planned for today when the
programme went to print. Latest information we have is that Waterhead
under-8s will be playing St Anne's under-8s and Shaw Rhinos under-8s
will play Milnrow under-8s. Best of luck to all players and coaches - and
a big thank-you to our friends here at Sedgley Park for making their
facility available to the little ones. It is really appreciated.

Obituaries

RONNIE HARDAKER

The local rugby league scene has lost one of its longest-serving
and most influential personalities with the passing of *Mr
Saddleworth Rangers", Ronnie Hardaker, at the age of 77.

St Thomas's Church, Moorside, was packed on Monday
afternoon for Ronnie's funeral service, prior to committal at
Oldham Crematorium.

Carrying the coffin, draped in the Union Jack, was a Saddleworth
Rangers contingent made up of Emerson Jackman, Tom
Kilgannon, Shane Wilson, Robert Hicks, Liam Swift and Paul
Coates.

In a moving tribute to Ronnie, Ken Fisher — his right-hand man at
Rangers for more than 25 years -- said Ronnie was a leader who
had the knack of getting the best out of those around him.

He first joined Rangers as a player when the club had to search
regularly for somewhere to play and when the team bathed in an
old bath.

"Sixty years on his legacy is there for all to see," said Ken. "We
have our own ground, club house, stand, floodlights and we are
one of the leading amateur teams in the country."

One of Ronnie's nephews also spoke in church, while Paddy
Kirwan, the Rangers coach, gave his eulogy at Oldham
Crematorium.

The Roughyeds board, acting on behalf of everyone at the club,
sends condolences and expressions of deepest sympathy to
Ronnie's wife, Millie, and to all those closest to him, especially
those at Saddleworth Rangers.

The rugby league community in Oldham and beyond was in
mourning when Ronnie died in the Royal Oldham Hospital, where
he was waiting to have a heart operation.

He was chairman of Saddleworth Rangers, a life member of
BARLA, president of the Oldham Amateur League and a lifelong
fan of Oldham RL Club.

He spent a lifetime with Rangers as player, club official, chief
administrator and leading benefactor, and he was also recognised

as one of the district's leading influences in the development of
amateur rugby league over recent decades, particularly at open-
age level.

There was a direct link between Ronnie and the Roughyeds, given
that one of the Roughyeds' two directors, Sean Whitehead, was a
leading player at Rangers for many years.

Sean was a leading member of the side that, with Ronnie at the
administrative helm and Mick Coates in charge of the coaching
rudder, swept all before it on various trophy trails and became
recognised as the top amateur club in the country at that time.

Mick and the current Rangers coach, Paddy Kirwan, both became
Roughyeds coaches in later years.

Tributes to Ronnie have poured in.

Chris Hamilton, the Roughyeds chairman: "Ronnie was a huge
character in the amateur game and he will be a great loss to rugby
league in Oldham - no doubt about that."

Sean Whitehead, Roughyeds director: "Ronnie was a star tum.
You could put your life in his hands -- he was that kind of a bloke."

Colin Clare, Rangers secretary: “You couldn't put into words what
he did for Saddleworth Rangers. We will keep the club going
forward in his memory.”

Ken Fisher, Rangers president: "He could be a hard man when it
came to Saddleworth Rangers, but he could also be a softie. He
was kind and generous."

Nigel Hollingsworth, new BARLA secretary: "Ronnie had been at
Saddleworth since 1948. He gave the club tremendous service in
many capacities, and his commitment to the Oldham League was
unstinting.”

Ronnie passed away in the knowledge that the club is again on
the rise, having avoided the need to seek re-election to the
National Conference with some excellent results towards the end
of last season.

ROGER HALSTEAD

IKE SOUTHWARD

Another link with the great Oldham side of the 1950s has been
severed with the death of winger Ike Southward, aged 71, in his
native Workington.

One of a clutch of brilliant wingers who lit up our sport half a century
ago, lke played 11 times for Great Britain and twice toured Australia.

He and another great winger of that era, Mick Sullivan, each broke
the record fransfer fee twice.

Sullivan set the standard when he went from Huddersfield to Wigan
for £9,500 in 1957-58, but Southward smashed the record in 58-59
when Oldham paid Workington £10,650 - the first five-figure outlay
in the sport's history.

Two years later, while lke was still at Watersheddings, Sully moved
from Wigan to St Helens for £11,000. Later that season, however,
Town took ke "back home" to Derwent Park for £11,002-10s, the
extra £2-10s being the price of a bottle of whisky which sealed the
deal and thus smashed the record once more.

The story goes that Town's legendary chairman at the time, Tom
Mitchell, chucked in the bottle of the hard stuff to create the record
and to ensure that the transfer made the headlines of the back
pages.

Ike played only 52 games for Oldham, but he was a true star of the
sport and a mastercraftsman of the wing when, or shortly after,
rugby league was blessed with wingers who became legends, such
as Billy Boston, Sullivan, Tom van Vollenhoven, Brian Bevan,
Oldham-born Stan McCormick, the list is endless.

His passing will be felt deeply in Oldham by older generations who
will recall him as a dynamic winger who could kick goals just as
easily as he could score tries.

Ike was long gone by the time | started covering the Oldham club
for the Chronicle in 1964, but for many years afterwards he gave
outstanding performances for Workington against the Roughyeds.

He retained close friendships for many years with Oldham people
and right up to the time of his death he always made a special trip
to Derwent Park whenever Oldham played there in order to renew
acquaintance with his friends from down here.

In later life he spent years as the Workington groundsman and for
many of us a trip up there was highlighted by our strolls down
Memory Lane in Ike's den — his groundsman's quarters — under the
stand.

He loved to have chat and banter with Watersheddings fans of that
era, such as the late Frank Diskin and Terry Doyle and others,
among then Lou Laverty and Jack Roscoe.

| was privileged to be welcomed into Ike's circle of friends from
Watersheddings days. He was at Oldham for two years only, but he
was always proud to say he had played for the Watersheddings
club.

A fan’s view of lke can be seen in Around and About by Brian
Walker.

ROGER HALSTEAD.



During the formalities leading up to the start

of the 1955 Challenge Cup final the Duke of
Edinburgh asked Workington’s tin ribbed
winger where he was born. “Ahs frae Elbra,
old lad” was Southward’'s reply and
according to lke's life-long friend and former
Town player Andy Key, escaped
imprisonment in the Tower by the skin of his
teeth.

| was an Oldham Rugby mad thirteen year-
old, when, four seasons later, Oldham dished
out a world record £10,650 transfer fee for the
Great Biritain flyer and to this day two things
still remain firmly engraved on my mind.

The first is of an Oldham Chronicle photograph of
the new arrival, along with his wife Betty - wearing
a tea-caddy of a hat - looking at a brand new
house down on Broadway and the second is of
the great man himself taking time out during his
first Watersheddings training session to introduce
himself (I think) to us lads, who played mob-a-side
rugby behind the training ground sticks. | say
‘think' because not one of us had much more
than a clue what he said! One wag chipped in
“noo than marras, hoo's thoo gaan on is one
thing but Broadway! Bloody Broadway! It's like
Latics signing Stanley Matthews and moving him
onto Watersheddings St!”

But, nevertheless, there he was. This great man
built for speed doing laps around our training

R

pitch watched by a crowd the size of which we'd
be only too pleased to see at today’s game. The
most expensive rugby player in the world. The
man who just twelve months earlier had scored
two tries (one an absolute peach) during the
Battle of Brisbane, a legendary test match that
became part of rugby league folklore after being
made famous by a bruised and battered bunch
who had battled to the last. The Lions had been
walloped in the first test in Sydney and needed a
win in Brisbane to keep the 1958 series alive.
There were no substitutes in those days and
when captain Alan Prescott broke his forearm as
early as the third minute, like a latter-day Nelson,
he stayed on to lead his men. Minutes later out-
half Dave Bolton had to leave the field for good

with a broken collarbone and injury followed injury.
At one stage the Brits were down to ten fit men and
after the match Prescott, full-back Eric Fraser, centre
Jim Challinor and loose-forward Vince Karalius
joined Bolton in hospital.

The Lions won a ferocious game and went on to
beat the Aussies in the third and final test to bring
home the Ashes. Besides his two touchdowns in
Brisbane, Southward scored a try in each of the
other two tests to make him the first Great Britain
man to score in each of a three test series for over
50 years. Oldham’s new man was already in the
‘Boy’s Own Hero’ class.

I'm privileged to having seen play each of Oldham'’s
great wingers of the 50’s. Dick Cracknell, John Etty
and Terry O'Grady starred in an era when the sport
oozed great wingmen. | think it's fair to say that Etty
was far from being the speediest flanker in the
business but he was a blockbuster of a player who
knew the direct route to the try-line and one that
other wingers hated to play against. St.Helens' free-
scoring flying Springbok Tom van Vollenhoven, for
instance, never scored a try against Oldham whilst
facing Etty. Cracknell, on the other hand, was a
deep-thinking footballer with a turn of speed.
O'Grady was a fast and elusive lad who formed a
great partnership with centre Alan Davies but whose
career was blighted by injury.

Cracknell played 213 matches scoring 119 tries,
Etty crossed the line on 90 occasions from his 150
outings whilst O'Grady tumed out 140 times and
scored 105 tries. But, in my opinion, whilst ke only
played 52 matches during his two year stay with the
Roughyeds, he was the most exciting of the lot. He
had speed to burn, was long striding, could both
swerve and side-step, was big-hearted, a tough
defender and a full-back'’s nightmare.

Amongst his 54 tries (in itself a remarkable
achievement when considering it was from just 52
matches) were some absolute gems. He could
score from anywhere on the pitch sometimes
collecting direct from the restart and scoring at the
other end. His ‘trademark’ was to kick the ball over
the head of his opposing winger but usually at an
angle towards the post seeming having the power
to demand the ball bounce perfectly to allow him to
gather and score under the sticks. | remember one
try (I think scored against Barrow) when he kicked
the ball over the opposing winger's head, gathered,
followed that up with a second kick, this time over
the full-back’s head, to touch down.

MICHAEL TURNER'S NEW OLDHAM BOOK WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE AUTUMN.

DETAILS WILL BE PUBLISHED IN THE CLUB'S MATCHDAY PROGRAMME.

- AT -t

lke Southward playing for Workington about to be

tackled by opposing Oldham winger Dick Cracknell
watched by Alan Davies and Frank Daley.

Just now and again our sport turns up a player
whose been born to thrill; Brian Bevan, Alex Murphy,
Martin Offiah and Jason Robinson would all fall into
that category. So would Southward.

The Cumbrians never did settle on Broadway, ke
returning to play for his beloved Town. Many years
later, along with then club official John Chadwick, |
met up with the man (who was at that time a
member of Town's backroom staff) in the
Workington boot-room. Packed into this smallest of
spaces were Andy Key (who played a few games on
trial at Watersheddings) and former Oldham scrum-
half and Workington’s first-ever captain Wilson
Irving.

No longer built for speed, expertly balancing a
cigarette on his bottom lip, which he claimed - in a
now slightly softened accent - he never inhaled, it
was obvious the Cumbrian still lived for his rugby.
Any rugby. Out of shape maybe, but certainly wiser
than during his time with the Roughyeds.| soon
cottoned-on that deep-down he harboured regrets
surrounding his hasty retreat from Watersheddings.
He'd wax lyrical about things such as Alan Davies
being the best centre that he'd ever partnered, the
fervour of the Oldham supporters and insisted that
he never put a foot on the whitewash when flagged
back from a match-winning try late in the 1960
Challenge Cup semi against Hull at Station Rd lost
12-9 by the Roughyeds!

Sadly, lke, a fine fellow and a rugby league hero,
died last month aged 71. He'd be mightily relieved
that St Peter was neither Australian nor a former
rugby league full-back.

Brian Walker




visiting today

Rochdale Hornets

Paul Anderson (SECOND ROW /
CENTRE); Spent the 2005 season
bravely fighting his way back from a
career threatening knee injury.
There were signs at the end of the
season that Paul is quite capable of
making a full recovery and once
more becoming a regular
performer.

Rob Ball (PROP); Rob found the
consistent level of performance he
was looking for during the 2005
season and became first choice
prop in the Homets front row. His no
nonsense approach was
appreciated by the Hornets fans
and his experience was vital at
certain times of the season.

Ryan Benjafield (PROP); Ryan is in
his second spell in England having
previously played for Hull FC. and
York City Knights. He has been
playing in Australia for Asquith
Magpies in the Jim Beam Cup but
was keen to have another go in
England.

James Bunyan (CENTRE /
SECOND ROW); One of James's
great assets is his versatility being at
home at either centre or back row.
James is renowned for his tough
tackling and strong running and
has always had a good tries to
games ratio. James is another
player on his way back to full fitness
after having closed season surgery.
Previous clubs include Doncaster
and Huddersfield.

Sam Butterworth (STAND OFF);
Rochdale born Sam is certain to
continue his love affair with Homets
supporters in 2006 having enjoyed
a highly successful 2005 season
scoring some Dbrilliant tries and
displaying excelflent individual skills.

Chris Campbell (WING); Chris has
been a consistent performer since
joining the Club in 2004. His electric
pace always puts him amongst
Hornets leading scorers every
season and last year he scored 14
in 22 appearances.

Phil Cantillon (HOOKER); Phil
showed during the latter stages of
the 2005 season that he has not lost
his electric pace and quick thinking
that have been his trademarks over
the years. Homets fans will be quick
to remember his match winning
performance off the bench at
Doncaster that tumned a remarkable
game in our favour.

Craig Dean Once tipped for G.B by
his coach at Halifax who was
Malcolm Reilly, had problems with a
number of injuries which took him
out of the game, played under
Darren at Chorley and formed an
excellent trio with Dave McConnell
and Mick Coates.

Lee Doran (SECOND ROW); Lee
was voted the Club's player of the
year at the end of last season, an
award he richly deserved and in
doing so quickly became a fim
fans' favourite. He frequently busted
the opposition’s line, with his
trademark line breaking busts. Lee
was also a solid performer in
defence frequently topping the
tackle count.

Phil Farrell (LOOSE FORWARD);
Phil was plagued with a knee injury
during the 2005 season which he
will now hoping to have fully
recovered from. A tough back row
forward with an exceptional work
rate Phil leads from the front at all
times and is a very constructive
leader both on and off the pitch. He
made 21 appearances in 2005.

Matty Firth (SCRUM HALF); Matt
opted for a move to National
League one after enjoying a hugely
successful 2005 season with
Keighley Cougars. Matt will be
hoping to make an immediate
impact due to the injury to Lee
Sanderson.

Chris Giles (FULL BACK [/ WING)
A real stand out performer for
Hornets during 2005 at either Full
Back or on the Wing. In certain
matches Chris's Super League
experience proved invaluable and
was a model of consistency. Chris
scored some vital tries in the last
campaign and will be looking to
improve his tally in 2006.

lan Gordon lan is a utility back and
is at home playing 1 to 7 in the
backs. He has a good kicking game
and is a very useful goal kicker, at
the age of 20 he could be one for
the future.

Tommy Golden (LOOSE
FORWARD); Joined Homets from
Leigh Miners Rangers amateur
side. He captained his side with
distinction for many years and was
also part of a very successful Great
Britain amateur set up touring
Australia on more than one
occasion.

Andy Gorski (SECOND ROW); His
trademark breaks and tough
tackling were very evident last
season and his performances were
recognised in the Club's end of
season awards. He scored a very
valuable 13 tries in 28 appearances
in 2005.

Phil Hasty Ex G.B. Barla player
who was voted National League 2
player of the year for Hunslet in the
1993 season, then moved to Hull
KR before this season signing for
York. He is a thorn in people's
defences and has a great eye for a
gap. Rochdale beat off a number of
clubs for his signature and he has
signed until the end of" the
2007season.

John Hill (PROP); After signing
from Blackpool in May 2005 John
made a disastrous start to his
Hornets career by getting
dismissed five minutes into his
debut at Featherstone. After that
blip John had a really successful
season and was a top performer in
the Homets pack.

Kevin King Highly rated young
centre, gained super league
experience last season under
Shane McNally, but an injury set
him back, not featured under Tony
Smith this season, very capable
goal kicker.

Casey Mayberry (WING); In his
second spell at Hornets having
previously served Halifax twice and
Hull KR. Casey’s first spell at the
club was interrupted by injury and
he will be hoping for an injury free
2008

Dave McConnell (HOOKER);
Anocther of Hornets top performers
in 2005 after signing in the close
season from Leigh. David's work
rate is exceptional and is at the hub
of most of Homets attacking play.

Mark McCully (CENTRE); Another
player who enjoyed a really
successful 2005 season topping
Hornets points scoring chart in the
process. Mark also had a very
successful season with the kicking
boot and was amongst the leading
kickers in National League one

Paul Norman (PROP) Paul signed
for Hornets from Local rivals
Oldham in December 2005.
Regarded as one of the most
consistent front row forwards in

National League one with a huge
work rate ethic. .

Paul Owen (FULL BACK) Paul will
be hoping for a better 2006 after
spending the majority of time
sidelined in the 2005 season with a
foot injury. He is in his second spell
at Homets after having a brief spell
away from the club in 2004 at Hull
KR.

Lee Patterson (CENTRE), Lee's
pace and running style is sure to
make him a fans' favourite at
Hornets and the Club will be hoping
he can repeat his try scoring feats
this year.

John Pickersgill (PROP); Another
of Homets major moves of the close
season when they prised John
away from Warrington Wolves. He
is a player that Wolves boss Cullen
believes will have a major impact on
the game in years to come.

Craig Robinson (SECOND ROW);
Homets snatched the young
second rower from under the noses
of a host of Yorkshire teams all after
his signature. He is the product of
Wakefield's academy and has
already played at Super League
level.

Lee Sanderson (SCRUM HALF):
Eyebrows were raised when
Homets secured the signature of
Lee from Super League Club
Harlequins in the close season. Lee
is recognised as being a very
talented Half Back with a brilliant
kicking game that will add a new
dimension to Homets play.

Matt Sturm (PROP); the popular
Kiwi prop forward was another
massive close season signing for
Homets. His years of experience
gained playing Super League will
be vital to Homets play-off push
There is no doubt that Matt will as
ever be leading from the front as he
has done all his career.

Richard Varkulis (CENTRE); His
power and pace made him a
formidable opponent for all teams in
2005 and he had a really consistent
season. He scored 13 tries in 22
appearances and in doing so
collected one of the Club’s end of
season awards

by Mat

NINE games gone, less

iournalistic

ense

C o
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than a century of points

racked up and an 'against' column that could well hit
the 1,000 mark before the season is up.

It's so tough being a Roughyeds
follower this season that some former
supporters have opted for the
delights of excursions to B&Q and
weeding the garden in preference to
the latest stuffing.

In fairness, the last few weeks have
hardly been the prettiest spectacles
as even with players returning to the
fray following injury, the team have
been unable to do enough in either
attack or defence to threaten to pull
off a victory.

What makes it worse is that Oldham's
rivals at the wrong end of the division
are all picking up points.

Narrow defeat to Widnes aside,
Batley's impressive run of form
showing no sign of ending any time
soon, while York's thumping back-to-
back wins are likely to work wonders
for their confidence.

Add to that Doncaster's win over
Halifax last week and it is clear that a
huge amount of improvement needs
to be made if the Roughyeds are to
even threaten to get out of the
relegation mire.

Should the worst come to the worst
and the club are demoted to National
League Two, it would at least provide
space for the squad to be rebuilt
against a competitive backdrop that
is less demanding.

The confidence of this current young
squad has taken a battering this
campaign, and the chance to pick up
wins in a league of a lower standard
could work wonders in bringing back
a feel-good factor for the club as a
whole.._

Every cloud, as they say.

But still, with nine games left such talk
is defeatist.

Stranger things have happened in the
world of sport than Oldham grabbing
six wins inside their final nine league
games... such as: 1966: North Korea
beat Italy to reach the quarter-finals of
the soccer World Cup, having started
the tournament as 1000-1 outsiders.
1980: The USA ice hockey team,
made up of college students, win 4-3
at Lake Placid against a Soviet Union
side unbeaten in  Olympic
competition since 1968. 1990: Buster
Douglas knocks out Mike Tyson
to win boxing's heavyweight
championship of the world in Las
Vegas. The only odds posted prior to
the fight for a Tyson victory had him at
45-1 ON to win.

Finally, 1998: Sheffield Eagles beat
Wigan 17-8 in the Challenge Cup
final, despite being huge underdogs
in a competition Wigan had
dominated through the 1990s.

The assistant coach for the Eagles on
that day was one Steve Deakin.

He's arguably got an even tougher
task to tear up the form books this
season at Oldham, but as things can
hardly get any worse (on the field, at
least), it can only be hoped they start
to get better.

Beginning, Oldham fans hope, with
today's big game against Rochdale
Hornets.

o
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for all Salford-born rugby
league lads, | think -—-

dean was mind-boggling.
GortOn "l never forget that trip
and Ill never forget my

Conti time here at Oldham.
S “We've had a tough
season so far, but it's provided me with a huge
learning experience. | should have moved on from
Salford a year earlier, but when it's your home-town
club and the club youve supported all your life it
comes as a bit of a wrench to make the move.

"Sometimes, these things have to be done. | still
support Salford, and | always will, but on a personal
note it was time to seek a fresh challenge and | have
never once regretted the decision to come to the
Roughyeds.

I thought it was going to be a bit intimidating at first
because | had never played anywhere else but
Salford and | didn't know anybody here when | first
arrived.

“But the coaching staff and all the lads quickly made
me feel at home. It's a tough division and we've had
loads of injuries. We shouldn't make too much of
those because all clubs have injuries. It's fair to say,
though, that we seem to have had an injury crisis all
season.

‘Despite all this, the camaraderie among the players
has been spot-on.

"After spending several years at Salford in the under-
18s and the under-21s | came in search of something
to test me out. And I've been tested all right.

I's a big step into National League division one. It's
tougher and faster than academy rugby and a lot of
the blokes you are playing against are older and
have a lot of experience behind them.

‘But | think, and | know the rest of the lads think the
same way, that we will pull out of the relegation zone.
It's up to us to do it --- nobody else can do it for us -
- but fans can rest assured that we still believe in
ourselves and in our ability to start putting a few wins
together."

Always versatile, Dean was aged nine when he first
laced up rugby boots at Folly Lane. By the time he
was 11 he was playing for Lancashire on the wing
and by the time he was 16 he was playing county
rugby at centre. He went for England under-16 trials,
but missed out.

Undeterred, he pushed on. And it was on the
recommendation of his amateur club coach John
Blackburn that he went to The Willows for four trial
games in Salford's junior academy side, under-18s.
Initially, his progress was little short of meteoric. He
did enough in those four games for Salford to take
him on board.

And at the end of that first season, in which he mainly
played at full-back, he was given his first-team squad
number by the then Salford boss Steve McCormack
and signed on as a full-time pro. He was still only 16.
He took to full-time training like a duck to water, but
his sporting world dealt him a cruel blow when he
suffered a serious shoulder injury which required a

major operation.

"It couldn't have happened at a worse time in terms
of my development," said Dean, "and | honestly
believe it was the one big factor in stopping me
making the step up to first-team level.

“In 2004, both Gareth Hayes and | won club awards
for our work in the under-21s. | got the player-of-the-
year award and Gareth got something similar, either
the players' player award or the coach's award, Im
not sure.

"I played loose-forward for most of that year, but | felt
| was marking time. Academy rugby was no longer
challenging me enough. | should have moved on
then, but it was another 12 months before | joined the
Roughyeds."

Now, with half a league season to go and Oldham at
the foot of the division, he and his team mates are
facing as big a challenge as they are ever likely to
face on the rugby field.

Play-anywhere Dean is just happy to be in the side. 'l
think loose-forward is my preferred position," he said,
“but | look forward to every game and I'm not fussed
where | play so long as I'm in the team.

"I like to think the defensive part of my game is one of
my stronger points. It's nice to take the ball in and
great to get over the line, but the bread-and-butter of
the sport is about tackling and about defence. Get
that right, and you are more than half way to winning.
"The intensity in training right now is as high as Ive
ever experienced. It's been stepped up to a new
level, and that's what the lads wanted because we
have to fight our way out of a rut and all the lads are
more than willing to have a crack at it."

Dean was down to take on a new challenge at York
last week when he was named in the centre. It was a
challenge for him, a challenge for the team . . . but
that's exactly what he was looking for when he put
pen to paper on his Oldham contract last autumn.
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thisday

Don Yates looks back to July 2nd yesteryear

Six years ago, when Oldham were obliged to
vacate Boundary Park for pitch renovation, they
played a few matches at Spotland, the home of
today’s visitors, Rochdale Hornets.

It was on Sunday 2nd July 2000 that the
Roughyeds hit top form with a 32-0
victory Featherstone Rovers before a
Spotland crowd of 2,132. Although
Oldham were always in command, it was
not until the 19th minute that they scored
their first try and they had to. play
throughout the second half with only
twelve men following the dismissal of
centre Anthony Gibbons immediately
before half-time following a mass brawl.
The Roughyeds scored five tries, two
from substitute Dean Cross who was
making his debut following his signing
from Widnes the previous month. Other
tries came from winger Warren Barrow,
second-row forward Shayne McMenemy
and substitute Neil Roden. Centre Pat
Rich landed six goals. On the same day
Hornets visited Hunslet where they won
24-19. Their four tries were scored by
centre Sean Cooper, scrum-half Dane
Dorahy, full-back Lee Maher and hooker
Darren Robinson who also landed a
penalty and three conversions, one from
the touchline.

It was on this day in 2002, Tuesday 2nd
July, that Oldham appointed prop-
forward Steve Molloy as player-coach
following the resignation of John Harbin.
At the time the Roughyeds were placed
twelfth in the Northern Ford Premiership
table. By the seasons end they had
moved up to ninth. The following season
Oldham finished fifth under the
leadership of Malloy and twelve months
later, at the end of the 2004 campaign,
Oldham were placed fourth. Despite
those improved league placings, the
Roughyeds made little progress in each
of the Grand Final play-off series and so
in September 2004 Molloy was relieved
of his coaching duties. During his
coaching career at Oldham, Molloy was
involved in 76 matches, 37 were won, five
drawn and 34 lost.

Abrasive centre James Bunyan is one of
several players who have played for both
Oldham and Rochdale Hornets. Bunyan,
who earlier in his career played Super
League rugby with Huddersfield, joined
the Roughyeds from Hornets for the 2004
season but never really settled at
Oldham. He made 14 appearances for
the club and scored seven tries before
moving on to Halifax on Friday 2nd July
2004 as part of the deal which brought
Jon Roper here to Oldham.

Oldham centre Jon Goddard and
accurate goal-kicker Mick Nanyn
(Rochdale Hornets) were bitterly
disappointed three years ago, on
Wednesday 2nd July 2003. Both were
included in the National League under-21
squad that day for a match against their
Super League contemporaries at Odsal
Stadium, Bradford. Unfortunately the
match was controversially cancelled only
minutes before kick-off with the players
already stripped for action. The reason
for the late call-off was to protect the
pitch for the Yorkshire-Lancashire Origin
Match, which took place later that
evening. To add to the woes of followers
on this side of the Pennines, Yorkshire ran
in ten tries as they beat Lancashire 56-6.

Sixty years ago the British Lions were on
tour in Australia. Included in the tour party
was Oldham second-row forward Doug
Phillips. He was included in the British
team which met Mackay on Tuesday 2nd
July 1946. It was a gentle run-out for the
former Swansea RUFC forward as the
Lions went on to win 94-0. Full-back Ernie
Ward (Bradford Northern) landed
seventeen goals with the British three-
quarters accounting for seventeen of the
twenty tries. Barrow winger Jim
Lewthwaite led the way with seven
touchdowns.

"ebootroom

OLDHAM RLFC SQUAD LIST 2006 & PLAYER SPONSORSHIP

SPONSORED BY
ORISA

SPONSORED BY
TOTALPLUS

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

FRED
LAUGHTON

SPONSORED BY

SADDLEWORTH
SPORTS

SPONSORED BY
ORISA

GARETH

SPONSORED BY
CuUBIC
PROPERTY

INVESTMENTS
LTD

SPONSORED BY

H MULLANEY
AND SONS

SPONSORED BY
KAYHRYN
HYNES &
KATHRYN
MOTTRAM

ROUGHYEDS
KIDS

DEAKIN

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
LEES VILLAGE
SERVICE
STATION

BUKTU
HEALTH &
BEAUTY CLINIC
0161 624 5667

SPONSORED BY

JOHN
BARRETT

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY
JETWARE
PRINTER

PRODUCTS

SPONSORED BY

ATHERTON
HALL & CO

DESAI
WILLIAMS
SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

PAUL
HULBERT

KITMAN
SPONSORED BY
EDMONDSON
ELECTRICAL
OLDHAM

N PROMOTIONAL

GED
CORCORAN
SPONSORED BY
TOTALPLUS

SUE
SPONSORED BY

JOHN
BARRETT

SPONSORED BY

EDDIE
LUCKRAFT

H MULLANEY
& SONS

SPONSORED BY

CHOICE LTD

LEE
WINGFIELD

SPONSORED BY

SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM
ELECTRICAL
SUPPLIES

For details of all sponsorship packages please ring 0161 628 3677

www.roughyeds.co.uk
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SUPPORT GROUP NEWS

World Cup fever has swept the nation, and provided a huge market for the sale
of England 'must have' memorabilia. We all want to be proud of our National
team and desire success, and the hysteria created by constant media attention
ensures the pockets of commercial interests are well lined. More and more, we
see the trend for identifying with 'big' events and 'winning' teams and the
channelling of funds to this end.

Where does this leave lower profile, professional sport? Without the will to inject resources in the form of
funding, enthusiasm and goodwill, the future certainly looks bleak.

This personal view may seem rather negative, but is not intended to be .... | am just being realistic.
Come on ‘The Roughyeds'!! ;

= St

carlotti

OFFICIAL KIT SUPPLIER TO
OLDHAM RLFC

CARLOTTI SPORTSWEAR AVAILABLE FROM

stree tv\vi(s}

sports

Stores across Yorkshire and the North West - Call 08700 607 607
for your nearest store.

Shop online at www.streetwisesports.com
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POWERGEN

A company of €@-0M

Supportm

when your boiler needs it most

If your boiler needs a helping hand. give us a call.
We'll come and replace it with an ‘A’ rated. energy-
efficient boiler and look after it with a five-year

parts and labour guarantee.

T |

% | For more information
_ “ Jcall 0800 051 1464

Quoting ref: HC151

Positive Enerqgy




£1 TO WIN
OLDHAM RLFC, THE
TOWNS No1 LOTTERY

1st prize: £300 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED
2nd prize: £100 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

runners-up prizes: £10 X 5 EVERY WEEK GUARANTEED

Plus

JACKPOT ACCUMULATOR - Rising by £50 every week

SUPPORT
YOUR CLUB,

SUPPORT GLUB GASH LOTTERY

DON’T MISS OUT -BE IN IT TO WIN
For further information contact John

AUTOMATIC NO NEED
ot (161 628 36TT wocuaw

REGISTERED WITH OLDHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL

s \

Enjoy that special occasion

* special birthdays * anniversaries * weddings *
* retirements * Club fund raising dinners *
Let the club deal with all the organising details

DJ.ARTISTES ¢ SPEAKERS « CATERERS
Contact JANET on 0161 628 3677

SNAIL RACING NIGHT
20 August (After Widnes game)
Snail sponsors and Race sponsors required
Phone Dave Lord 07973442201
or Maureen on 07879222737

ORLFC 4 Ball Stableford
Royton & Crompton Golf Club
20 July 2006

Soup and sandwiches before, 3 Course meal,
Auction & comedian.
1pm Shotgun start, should finish 9.00 to 9.30
£325 per team or £375 + vat if sponsoring a hole.
Contact Janet on 01616283677

Enjoy the facilities
Indoor team bowling - every Tuesday
Games night snooker - every Thursday
Bingo - Friday, Saturdays and Sundays
Live entertainment - see notice board
Ladies darts - every Monday

All enquires to THE CLUB STEWARD on 0161 627 2128




Remind you
of your Business Manager?
For a more familiar face move to
The Royal Bank of Scotland.

e
-

More and more banks are moving their business managers to call
centres or out of town locations. Which isn’t exactly convenient for
you. But, at The Royal Bank of Scotland, we do things differently.

Our business customers get a dedicated Relationship Manager.
Someone who's typically in their role for at least 4 years. You can
contact them direct on their mobile phone, or by email, and they'll
meet you wherever is convenient for you.

So, if you want a familiar face in a world of faceless banking, make it
happen by calling The Royal Bank of Scotland on 0161 624 0314

Make it happen

To arrange to speak to one of
our Managers call

0161 624 0314

www.rbs.co.uk

Y¥ The Royal Bank
AR of Scotland

Take the train to the game.

No fraffic. No hassles. No worries.
Northem. Proud sponsors of the Northerm Rail Cup.

www.northernrail.org ‘-'narthern




Adamsons

e CRASH REPAIR CENTRE s

MOTOR BODY ACCIDENT
REPAIR SPECIALISTS

Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone

0161 627 4001
0161 624 1904

Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor
Oldham OL4 1JG

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

SADDLEWORTH SPORTS

93 CHEW VALLEY ROAD ¢ GREENFIELD
OLDHAM « OL3 7JJ » 01457 872515
e-mail:saddsports@lycros.co.uk

GUMSHIELDS ARMGUARDS
STICK MITTS HEtmErg
KICKING TEES PRorEcnvE VESTs
QUGBY BAUS TACKLg BAGs
TRAINING LADDER® SHIELD coe

OLDHAM'’S PREMIER STOCKIST
OF RUGBY KIT and EQUIPMENT

OPTIMUM
KOOGA MITRE
CANTERBURY PUMA CATRASPORT
GILBERT HALBRO
CLASSIC RUGBY-TECH WALSH

[SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER...SPECIAL OFFER..

come _and
1f FREE

see for

yourse

To claim your free pass call us on

Please produce this adverl sl reception 10 claim your free day pass at Batter Health Club. One acvert per person

Better.

DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

g1

'NATIONAL LEAGUE TALK |

wilh GARETH WALKER of RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS

THRILLING RACE

THE title race in LHF Heathplan NL2 could hardly
be more exciting at present.

While Hull KR’s 22nd consecutive win in all
competitions at Rochdale pulled them six points
clear in NL1, a host of teams remain in
contention to finish first in the lower league.

Dewsbury Rams are currently in the driving seat,
three points ahead of the chasing pack. But that
pack is six teams strong, with seventh placed
Barrow still only six points behind.

That means that there will be a host of all-
important matches coming up, starting with this
weekend.

Celtic Crusaders’ recent form has pushed them
up to second, and saw stand off Luke Young
named NL2 Player of the Month by Rugby
League World magazine this week.

Today the Crusaders entertain fourth placed
Swinton Lions in Wales, hoping to maintain their
push for top spot.

Don't forget that first place is even more
important in NL2 than any other division, as in
Rugby League’s typically lop-sided manner, the
top team is automatically promoted.

The Rams will be favourites to maintain their
position by beating Blackpool Panthers at home,
but an away trip to the Crusaders is among their
remaining fixtures.

Third placed Sheffield Eagles know that they can
afford precious few more slip-ups if they want to
peg back Dewsbury, and their resolve will be
tested to the full when they take on Barrow at
Craven Park.

Of the other top seven sides, Featherstone
Rovers entertain improving Keighley Cougars,
and Gateshead Thunder welcome London
Skolars to the North East.

In NL1, the main scramble is all about getting
away from the bottom and into the top six.

York’s recent resurgence has clawed back the
gap with the teams above them, and the Knights
are now part of a cluster of teams that could
either be relegated or finish in the top six.

Giving NL2 two promotion places offers more
opportunities at the lower level, but is it fair to
relegate two «clubs from a ten team
competition? A single point could be the
difference between an assault on the Grand
Final or dropping down a division.

York, Doncaster, Batley, Halifax and Rochdale are
all in that corridor of uncertainty at present, and
again, will all face each other in coming weeks.
That starts with York entertaining the Lakers
today.

It's a crucial weekend all round.

FOR THE GREATEST COVERAGE OF THE GREATEST GAME...
Ledguer

eague Ex

I 855

SUBSCRIPTION HOTLINE: 01484 301 895

...OR SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT ¢
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22/1/06___ Rochdale Hornets Law Cup A 1400 | 428 | L
27/1/06 _ Leeds Rhino’s Friendly H [20:00 | 16-8 | W |3,191
15/2/06 __ Rochdale Homets NR Cup A 19:45 | 18-16 | L [ 920
19/2/06 Halifax RLFC NR Cup H 15:00 | 26-42 | L |1268
26/2/06 Keighley Cougars NR Cup_ H 15:00 | 25-24 | W | 764
8/3/06 Halifax RLFC NR Cup A 19:30 | 668 | L | 897
12/3/06 Saddleworth Rangers POWERGEN H 15.00 | 3210 | W | 804
CC 3RD RD
19/3/06 Rochdale Hornets NR Cup H 15:00 | 10-22 | L | 783
26/3/06 __Keighley Cougars NR Cup A 1500 3228 | w | 946
2/4/06 Barrow Raiders POWERGEN. A 15:00 | 840 | L | 975
CC 4THRD

9/4/06 Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 H 15:00 | 8-48 | L |1658
14/4/06 Rochdale Homets NL1 A 15:00
17/4/06 _ Doncaster Lakers NL1 H 15:00 | 10-56 | L | 820
30/4/06 Leigh Centurions NL1 A 15:00 | 44-22 | L | 2215
14/5/06  Whitehaven NL1 H 15:00 | 10-48 | L | 813
28/5/06_ Hull Kingston Rovers NL1 A 15:00 | 80-6 | L |2859
4/6/06 Halifax RLFC NL1 A 1500 | 34-28 | L [1274
10/6/06 _ York City Knights NL1 H_ [19:00 | 062 | L | 684
25/6/06 York City Knights NL1 A 15:00 | 56-14 | L |2220
2/1/06 Rochdale Homets NL1 H 1500
9/7/06 Widnes Vikings NL1 A |1500
21/7/06 Batley Bulldogs NL1 H 19:45
30/7/06 Doncaster Lakers NL1 A 15:00

POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN

CUP SEMI FINALS cC
6/8/06 Halifax R L FC NL1 H 15:00
13/8/06 Batiey Bulldogs NL1 A 15:00
20/8/06  Widnes Vikings NL1 H 1500
26/8/06  POWERGEN CHALLENGE POWERGEN

CUP FINALS CC
3/9/06 Leigh Centurions NL1 H  [15:00
10/906  Whitehaven NL1 A 15:00

17/9/06 LHF Healthplan Play Offs

24/9/06 LHF Healthplan Piay Offs

1/10/06 __ LHF Healthplan Piay Offs

8/10/06  LHF Healthplan Grand
Final & Piay Off Final

Key
NR Cup - Northern Rail Cup

Powergen CC — Powergen Challenge Cup
NL1 - National League Division 1

today’'s
SPONSOrs

MATCH
SPONSOR

SPORTING IMAGE

_TEAM
SPONSOR
DOUGHTY’S GYM
(SHAW)

MAN OF MATCH
SPONSOR
TOTAL PLUS
COMMUNICATIONS

ROUGHYETTES
SPONSOR

F R ELLSWOOD

LTD AND MARK

ANTHONY

KITCHENS

PLAYERS AFTER
MATCH
REFRESHMENTS

TAYLOR’S FRUIT AND
VEG (OLDHAM MARKET)
AND ASHWORTH’S
BUTCHERS
(OLDHAM MARKET)
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