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1 GAVIN DODD Appleton Garage PAUL ASHTON 1 Sunday 9 July 2006 « Kick-off 3.00pm
Right wing :
2 DAMIEN BLANCH AHC Warehousing ANDY GOREY 2 MATCH SPONSORS
Right centre Blg Match
3 DARYL CARDISS Nanson Bros DEAN GORTON 3 5 Evans and Sons
Left centre Man of the Match
4 MICK NANYN The Healing Family CHRIS MAYE 4 Lookers PLP
ai
5 JOHN KIRKPATRICK Widnes Actuarisl Society DESI WILLIAMS 5 Magch Ball
Gerard O'Donnell
Touchline fori Sport
Stand off B Chi e
6 DENNIS MORAN - The Learning Contre UK Lt WAYNE CORCORAN 6 N Baroe Gines
Scrum half .
7 JAMES COYLE Lady Vikings SIMON SVABIC 7
Prop
8 TERRY O'CONNOR Widnes Car Centre GARETH HAYES 8
Hooker
MARK SMITH Derek Twigg, MP for Halton JOHN HOUGH
Prop
10  BARRIE McDERMOTT The Learning Centre UK Ltd GED CORCORAN 10
Second row
11 OLIVER WILKES The Village Club IAN HODSON 11
Second
12 JORDAN JAMES Runcorn & Widnes World MATTY BOTTOM 12
Loose forward

13 BOB BESWICK Widnes Vikings Supporters Club CHRIS BAINES 13

Substitute Back

14 ADAM BOWMAN Tyreworld PHIL FARRELL 14
Substitute Forward
15 DAVID ALLEN Wire FM CARL JONES 15
Substitute Back
16 MICK CASSIDY vial DAVID BEST 16

Substitute Forward
Knowles Computer Services

17 RYAN TANDY ADAM SHARPLES 17
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STEVE McCORMACK

steve

M There was certainly a defensive improvement
from the game at Batley to last weekend's
victory over Whitehaven! We only conceded two
tries, one from a kick and the other an
interception. | take it you’re happy with the way
the players responded?

| am happy that we made a big improvement from
the Batley game but | am still looking for massive
improvements to this area of our game. Our
commitment and attitude last week in defence was
tremendous and | will be looking for another step up
in defence today

M We had a lot of possession during the game
but on occasions failed to capitalise on our
attacking positions. Have you been working on
that area of our game in training this week?

We work on all aspects of performance
throughout the week. We didn't kill the
game off as early as wi i
but we did create a lot of ortunities to
do so. The team dooes need to find that
"killer instinet" and we do need to
convert more line breaks into tries.
However, a ot of credit needs to go to
the Whitehaven defence who worked
tirelessly throughout the game.

W With Oliver Wilkes and Jordan
James signing for the season and
Damien Blanch making an
impressive start with a try-saving
tackle and a' smartly taken try, the
squad is certainly looking stronger.

Yes it is definitely looking stronger. It

was good to 800 Auron Summers and
Steve Nash performing well in the Senior
Academy game lagt wook and it gives the

team that added dopth wo are looking for

B The heat played a significant role in last
weekend’s game did you make any special
provisions for that or for today’s encounter -
assuming we're still in the middle of a
heatwave.

Our Conditioner, Andy Haigh, works very hard to
make sure our players take in the required amount
of fluids before and after every game.

The players are weighed when they arrive at the
ground on match days and are weighed after the
match.

Each player is required to take on board fluid after
the game to ensure they are re-hydrated.

B Today’s opponents Oldham are without a win
so far in the league but came close to upsetting
Rochdale last weekend. Some might see this as
a game to be taken lightly but | guess you
wouldn’t share that opinion!

Definitely not. We will be giving Oldham the respect
they deserve. | have watched last week's game
against Rochdale and they have made massive
improvements. This game is important for both
sides and we are expecting a very tough game.

B With the next three games away from home is
it important to get a good win today to leave
the spectators feeling upbeat before they start
on their travels to Rochdale, Hull KR and
Halifax?

As a team we have seen a big change over the last
few weeks with regard to the support we have
been getting.

Since the York away game our supporters have
been tremendous and it definitely does make a
difference. We are hoping that the supporters will
get behind us like we know they can. The team are
aware that we have some very important games
coming up, starting today.

STEVE McCORMACK
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PAUL COOK

Our Junior Academy is
leaving many Super
League sides trailing...

| think it's fair to say that some of the
confidence that has been missing around the
club for much of the season is starting to
return.

During the recent run of four winning games
Widnes have shown themselves to be more solid
performers than they had looked at the start of
the season

Last week's win against Whitehaven wasn't
overly spetacular, but it got the job done and the
defensive effort was significantly improved on
the previous week at Batley.

Fair enough, Widnes had plenty of the ball, but in
stifling conditions they didn’t let their overall
game drop off and the visitors only reached
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the cook

He made one try-saving tackle, turning a man on
his back over the ling, and then when his own
scoring chance came, he was quick enough to
win the race to the touchdown

Allin all it was a thoroughly encouraging

debut.

Everyone is aware of how important it IS t0 get
into Super League, but the performances efthe
Widnes Academy sides would seem to highilght
the fact even more.
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Top Gun

m Oldham have struggled all season
but in Gareth Barber they have a
player with the ability to open up
opposition defences.

The talented utility back has enjoyed
success in the halves and at centre
but is currently playing at full back
where he is an exciting attacking
threat.

Oldham born but a Warrington junior,
Barber joined the Roughyeds in 2000
and has been an important player for
the club ever since. In 2001 he
earned selection in the National
League under 21s side.

This year Barber has scored five tries
and kicked 23 goals to be Oldham'’s
leading points scorer and is one
player who could spark a survival bid.

Shooting Star

Gareth Barber

The Boss

W Steve Deakin was supposed to be
spending 2006 leading Catalans
Dragons into Super League.

Instead he's facing the very different
challenge of turning around the
fortunes of his home town club.
Deakin was a shock Super League
casualty before the season had even
begun, but a new opportunity soon
arose when John Pendlebury vacated
the Oldham hotseat.

Deakin brings vast experience to the
role having spent nearly a quarter of
a century in coaching at a host of
different clubs. Notably he has
worked in Super League as assistant
coach at London Broncos and
Sheffield Eagles.

As a head coach he has enjoyed
success at Keighley Cougars and in
France with Cannes and UTC. His
Super League chance never came
across the channel but he may just
get equal satisfaction from the
challenge of rejuvenating his home
town club.

Unsung Hero

B John Hough has seen all the highs
and lows of life at Oldham Rugby
League Club since becoming the re-

OLDHAM

Tough Nut

W Phil Farrell is set to make his
second debut for Oldham today after
re-joining the club last week. The
tough back rower was a popular
player during his first spell with the
club and will add experience and
quality to a young pack. Farrell first
joined Oldham from the Wigan
academy in 2000 and was a key
member of their Grand Final team the
following year with his performances
earning him selection in the division’s
all star team.

He continued to be one of Oldham's
top performers before leaving the
club for rivals Rochdale at the end of
2004. Perhaps his finest moments
have come with the Oldham club
though and his return provides a
timely boost for the Roughyeds.

John Hough

m Desi Williams is a young player hoping to kick-start his
career on loan at Oldham after once being tipped for Stiper
League stardom.

A three-quarter with pace to burn, Londoner Williams jeined
Wigan after coming through the ranks at London Skelars,
and he made his Super League debut in 2004 - the Same
vear he represented England Academy on their southern
hemisphere tour.

He made just two appearances in the Wigan first téam
though and left for Hull KR at the end of last season. But
with Rovers boasting such a strong squad Williams has been
loaned out, first to Barrow, and now to Oldham where he
will spend the rest of the season.

Still a youngster at just 20 years old, Williams' potential
remains and Oldham will be looking to unlock his premise in
the coming months.

formed club’s first signing back in
1997.

The hard working hooker helped
guide the new club through a difficult
first year and eventually into one of
the division’s top sides by 2001. A
signing from Warrington, he featured
briefly in Super League making 9
appearances in ‘96 and ‘97.

Now in his ninth season at the club,
30 year old Hough has made over
200 appearances for the Roughyeds.
That experience combined with his
work ethic and organisation make
him a key figure in the club’s
relegation battle

Tune in to Rughby League
Friday phone-in 6pm-7Zpm
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In each programme this season we will be asking
a Vikings player and their partner to lift the lid

on home life, this week Linsey Cullen talks to

Gary & Michelle Hulse...

Linsey: Firstly Michelle, we have heard
you met Gary at a bar in Warrington,
but what was it that attracted you to
him?

Michelle: His looks at first, and then his
kindness, he's such a nice and genuine
person.

Linsey: Hand on heart, who takes the
longest to get ready to go out between
the pair of you?

Michelle: That's definitely me, he is so
quick compared to me. It's not that | take
particularly long doing any one thing, |

just get easily distracted and take my
time.

Linsey: Is Gary the romantic type or
does he only bring flowers home when
he's in the dog house?

Michelle: No, he's definitely a romantic.
Not so long ago he went out and bought
me loads of clothes all on his own. He
picked them all, and | loved every single
thing he bought, he's really thoughtful like
that.

Linsey: OK stop it, you're making every
woman reading this very jealous, he
must have a flaw?

Michelle: | guess he has OCD about
everything being in order, he's a very
organised person. He also has to be the
person who locks the house up at night,
just little things like that really. And the
typical man thing of, when he's looking for
something, he'll glance in a place and say
he's looked there, then I'll go and look and
find it straight away.

Linsey: Does he help out around the

Your Rugby League Station

house or does he disappear when the
duster comes out?

Michelle: No, he's actually quite good
around the house, the only thing is when
he's cleaning up, you have to follow him
round and do it properly. But when it
comes to things like nappy changes he's
really good, and he dresses Honor and
plays with her. He can work the washing
machine and he can cook, although he
makes a right mess, his speciality is
hotpot.

Linsey: Imagine a top Hollywood

director came up to you and said
'‘Michelle | want to do a film about your
life,' who would you get to play
yourself, and who would play Gary?
Michelle: It'd be Brad Pitt for Gary, because
he's my favourite actor. He's Gary's too,
but he just copies that off me, And for me
I'd say Nicole Kidman because she's a
really good actress.

Linsey: If you won the lottery at the
weekend, what would you do with the
money?

Michelle: I'd buy a great big mansion, and
do the same for my mum, I'd buy my dad a
top of the range sports car, spoil the rest of
my family and invest the rest.

Linsey: Describe Gary as a player in
three words
Michelle: Hardworking, reliable, 100%

Linsey: Describe him as a husband in
three words.

Michelle: Fun, bubbly and kind, he would
do anything for you, he'd give you the
world if he could,

Linsey: Gary, it's been quite a while now
since we've seen you in the black and
white of the Widnes Vikings, when are you
expecting to make your return to the field
of play?

Gary: This has been the longest I've been out
with an injury, and thanks to the great rehab
I'm having it's looking like I'll be back in four
weeks

That's pretty quick for the type of injury | had,
| just can't wait to get back out there.

It has been so frustrating, but the club have
been really supportive, and this time has made
me mentally much_tougher.

Linsey: How has your wife been through
this time, because is must be quite
difficult not playing?

Gary: She's been great, I'm sure |'ve been
annoying her but she just tells me to get on
with it and try and keep my head up, she's
really supportive.

Linsey: How long have you and your wife,
Michelle, been together for?

Gary: We got together in 2001, so five years
now, and we've been married for two years. |
first saw her in Churchill's in Warrington (Now
53 degrees North), and | was attracted to her
looks and the way she danced. We have two
children, Ryan is nine and Honor who was one
recently.

Linsey: So was Michelle a rugby league fan
before she met you?

Gary: No she was never really into it before
she met me, but she comes to the games
now when I'm playing to cheer me on

Linsey: Word for word, what was the last
text message she sent to you?
Gary: | love you so much x.

Linsey: What would you say is the best
thing about her?

| love everything about her, I'm just so
lucky to have found her.

Linsey: Okay before everyone starts
weeping, let's talk rugby for a while. Do
you have any superstitions on
matchdays?

Gary: | don't think they're really
superstitions, but | tend to be sick in the
toilets before the game.

And | have to have everything lined up in
order at my peg, my kit has all got to be
organised and in line. | have specific meals
on the night before a match too, | get to
pick what we have for tea, Michelle picks
the rest of the time.

Linsey: Are you hard to deal with after a
defeat?

Gary: | must be difficult yeah, but Michelle
tends to just keep my head up, she takes
some of the pressure away from me in the
way she deals with it.

Linsey: So is she good around the
house, your very own domestic
goddess?

Gary: Yeah, she's a real housewife!

No, seriously she's really good around the
house, she does practically everything and
it is hard work.

With having the children as well it's like
she's working full-time, she cleans, irons,
washes, everything. Her signature dish in
the kitchen is spag bol.

Linsey: Who would you get to play
yourself, and who would play Michelle
in a Hollywood film of your lives?

Gary: To play me it would have to be Brad
Pitt, well, he's cool and sexy isn't he?
Similar to myself really!

As for Michelle, i'd choose Sienna Miller,
and | don't think | really need to explain
why!

Linsey: Describe yourself as a player in
three words.
Gary: Honest, skilful and reliable

Linsey: And as a hushand?
Gary: Sexy, loving and thoughtful
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Paul Cullen

lawless

We've all got to come to terms with
this success and failure thing.

Or to be more accurate in a sporting
context, this winning and losing thing. In
tabloid-land, every defeat is 'disastrous’
and every victory 'heroic'.

Sometimes, of course, this may be fair
comment.

But given the margin between victory and
defeat can be so slender, it is often
complete nonsense.

This phenomena particularly affects young
people.

Modern commercial imperatives mean the
popular media has to 'sex up' every story.
The effect of this is to influence people
into abandoning their more rational critical
faculties.

The same bloke who told me a couple of
weeks ago that England footballer Owen
Hargreaves should never win another cap
and be sent to Siberia, has since sidled
up to me and, apparently oblivious to his
own previous outburst, said he thinks he
should be an automatic choice for the next
World Cup.

And | can tell you he was absoutely
serious on both occasions (except about
the Siberia bit - | think?)

In political circles the modern term for this
is flip-flopping.

David Cameron likes to accuse Tony Blair
of flip-flopping and vice versa.

Personally, | prefer to call it 'being a bit
thick'.

The people who bear the brunt of this in
team sport, even more so than the
players, are the coaches.

It doesn't take long these days for a
groundswell of opinion to put pressure on
a coach.

Just a few under-par performances in fact.
Warrington boss Paul Cullen must know
what this feels like.

With the topsy-turvy season the Wolves
are having, | can imagine his mailbag this
season has consisted entirely of marriage

proposals and

death threats.

This is where

a club's board

of directors

has to back

their

judgement.

If you always

listened to the

braying of the

mob, you'd be

getting

through five

coaches a season.

Brisbane Broncos have had their ups and
downs over the years but have stuck with
Wayne Bennett because they know he's a
good coach.

There's a lesson there | think.

Did you know, today's visitors Oldham
appeared in four of the five Challenge
Cup finals before it moved to Wembley
in 1929 but never got to play under the
Twin Towers?

|'ve always had a soft spot for the
Roughyeds and | hope they can become a
real force in the game again.
Unfortunately, there are those in rugby
league who are currently comfortable
with their own position and would like to
put measures in place which will make it
ever more difficult for the likes of Oldham
to regain former glories.

Perhaps we should have introduced
‘franchises' in about 1928.

John Lawless
Liverpool Echo
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How many times in recent years
would a Leeds versus Bradford game
have been kicked off the Friday night
telly for a Wigan-Wakefield clash?

Or indeed for any kind of a relegation
dogfight - and especially with nine games
still to play?

Wigan fans are angst-ridden about the
amount of gleeful shin kicking they've
been getting from the wider Super
League fan community this season. They
shouldn't - it's a compliment guys. That
makes you the rugby league equivalent
of Manchester United. Ask an Elland
Roader his two favourite teams and he'll
say "Leeds United and whoever's
playing Man U". And they're not even'in
the same division!

It just happens. that the most successful
rugby league club of the past 25 years (if
not the last 10) has been the first of the
'big four' to be drawn into a buttock
clenching relegation battle. It sure
concentrates the mind, doesn't it lads?
Imagine Bradford finding themselves in
the same mire. Leeds fans wouldn't wet
themselves through a fit of giggles, no?
Wigan supporters would generously have
a whip round to pay for stress
counsellors on the terraces at Knowsley
Road, were the situation reversed? Yeah,
right.

The ebb and flow of form and results has
created the most fascinating engage
Super League campaign yet, and no side
has been immune. As the rounds tick
down, it is clear that the season's critical
outcomes could be decided by a club's
sick-list more than ever.

The leaders have the strength in depth to
survive Paul Sculthorpe's loss, Hull have
barely noticed Kirk Yeaman's absence,
but Huddersfield and Warrington ought
to switch training sessions to the car
park of the local infirmary for
convenience. And Salford, thinner than

most for
depth,
suffered two
hammer
blows on
Sunday to
Andrew
Dunemann
and Simon
Finnigan. ‘
The latter two N
have enough :

points in the
bag for safety,
but the Giants, with a Challenge Cup
semi final looming as well, can be
forgiven for looking over their shoulders
and hoping to see either Florence
Nightingale or John Wayne and a troop
of 7th cavalry on the horizon, before
Wigan, Harlequins and Wakefield appear.
Fascinating stuff, and vindication, if any
were needed, of the Salary Cap.

A few months ago the RFL's finance
director, Nigel Wood, took time to show
me exactly how clubs had 'performed' in
terms of budgets against the Salary Cap,
compared to just a few years ago. It
showed a real levelling of the financial
playing field - and was before anyone
was predicting Wigan for anything other
than a top four placing.

We're now seeing that development
mirrored out on the actual playing field -
and with talented players 'trickling down'
to the LHF National League 1, surely the
game as a whole is feeling the benefits.

Danny Lockwood
Publisher, League Weekly
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Official training centre of the Widnes Vikings

David Lloyd

Speke...

‘ 5 ’
| want to co«'ﬁ?‘&b mee I want to
a triathalon W le get toned

We want to have fun
and exercise

We want to spend time
together as a family

--.as Individual as

you are!

Why not come along and

Feel the difference

for yourselif

can 0151 494 4000

to book your complimentary tour.

David Lloyd Leisure
6 The Aerodrome, Speke,

Liverpool, L24 80D
Tel: 0151 494 4000
www.davidlloydieisure.co.uk

feel the difference

MORBAINE

Developing
Successful
Partnerships

. Pl ™

Morbaine is a development
company Hased in the

erating
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CENTURION RUGBY TRAINING EQUIPMENT

wish Widnes Vikings e 3}"
every success for the ;
2006 season

=+ Professional Negligence = Industrial Disease = Accidents At Work
*+ Trips, Slips & Falls = Road Traffic Accidents = Employers Liability
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The Personal Injury Specialists

.
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What others sell as extras,
Nissan gives as standard.

MICRA 1.2 SX 5DR

*Intelligent Key
«Front fog lamps (petrol only)

* CD radio with 6 speakers

*Body coloured bumpers,
mirrors & handles
15" alloy wheels

*Climate control air conditioning
* Automatic rain sensing wipers
and auto rear wiper *Keyless entry with superlocking

*'Metropolis' part leather upholstery

«|eather steering wheel with drive
computer and audio controls

BOOK A TEST DRIVE TODAY

WIDNES CAR CENTRE LTD
MOOR LANE, WIDNES, -

TEL: 0151 420 2000

www.widnesnissan.com

NISSAN. SETTING THE STANDARD.

Micra 1.2 3/5dr C02 143g/km - URBAN 38.2mpg/7.4L/100km - EXTRA URBAN 55.4mpg/5.1L/100km - COMBINED 47.9mpg/5.9L/100km

Models subject to avaitability. Information correct at time of going to press. Refer to dealer for exact specification. Models shots are for illustration purposes only. This advert supersedes any previousty
advertised offers. 3 years/60,000 mile warranty (whichever comes first) on all new Nissan vehicles.

\
|
SHIFT_expectations
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OUT NOW!

Vince Karalius
A Rugby League Legend

Maurice Bamford

About the Book

Former Great Britain Rugby League coach, Maurice
Bamford, tells the story of one his heroes from the
game: Vince Karalius.

Maurice relates how young Vince signed for
the great St Helens club in 1952 and quickly carved
out a reputation as one of the toughest and most
skilful forwards in the game, winning many trophies
with theteam, including the Challenge Cup in 1956 and 1961 (as captain). Selected for the 1958 tour
down-under, he established himself as the scourge of the Australians and earned the nickname from the
Aussie press: ‘the Wild Bull of the Pampas’.

Moving on to his home town club, Widnes, Vince captained the team to victory in the Challenge
Cup in 1964. Then returning as coach in 1972, he steered the club to the Lancashire Cup and the
Challenge Cup in 1975 and developed a skilful, athletic team that camed the title ‘Cup Kings® over the
next decade. After a sojoumn coaching the mighty Wigan, Vince returned once more to Widnes and
again guided the club to Wembley glory in 1984.

In 2000, Vince Karalius became one of the few players inducted into the Rughy League Hall of
Fame in recognition of his awesome ability onthe pitch and his technical and tactical ‘nous’ as a coach.

Maurice Bamford captures the essence and character of this tremendous hero in Vince Karalius:
A Rugby League Legend.

A RfGBY LEAGUE LE(;E.\'D
PRICE

ONLY
£10.99

Available at the
Vikings Club Shop

rentr-a-car
in partnership with Widnes Vikings

Viking Weekend Sgecial

Astra, Focus (1.6 size) vehicle

AWAY TRAVEL

Our next three fixtures are
away from home and the
Vikings Supporters Club are
running coaches to all
three games:-

Sat July 15

Rochdale Hornets,
depart 1pm, fare £6.50
Sun July 23

Hull KR

depart 11am, fare £11.00
Sun July 30

Halifax

depart 12.45pm, fare £7.50
Bookings can be made
with Alan Rae on 07837
283634

Alan will also be in the
Club Shop each
Wednesday between
9.30am and 12.30pm to
take bookings.

STUART MARTIN

On Tuesday night in the
Bridge Suite there will be a
fundraising night in aid of
Stuart Martin, a Senior
Academy player whose
career was finished
following an eye injury
sustained in last season'’s
Grand Final at Leeds.

This is a joint event

between the Vikings
Supporters Club and Trust
in Widnes and will feature
‘The Weakest Link" quiz.
The Vikings players will be
the contestants and there
will be a special ‘Ann
Robinsonesque’
quizmaster. The evening
will also include raffles and
a dutch auction. Admission
to the event is £4 adults
and £2 concessions.

CLUB POET

We are pleased to
present the third offering
from our Club poet Janet
Eaton.

Lifelong supporter Janet
has approached the Club
with the intention of
writing a poem to be
published in each home
match programme.

THE DREAM

| am missing going to St
Helens

Putting the pressure on Paul
Wellens

From there going down to
Wire

Hoping our winger plays like
Offiah

The season would then lead us
down to the Quins

Behind us hoping we had three
wins

Then across to Bradford to
meet every bull

Where eighty minutes is never
dull

The Galpharm would be our
next stop

Two points from the Giants and
we are top

Taking on route a jaunt to
France

Leaving the Dragons in a
trance

A trip down the road to the
Willows

To leave them crying on their
pillows

At the JJB we would run up a
winning score

Despite the attentions of
Fielden and Orr

A journey far north to
Humberside

To watch the Airlie Birds lose
to our side

Then off to Belle Vue to meet
the Cats

Two points more under our
hats

To beat the Tigers is our final
aim

To win Super League is our
claim

Leeds in the final of the
Challenge Cup

Oh what a time to wake up!

Janet Eaton

00 IDEAL FOR TRAVEL
£50 00 1DEALEAR BAMES

For reservations, call 0151 257 2736 and quote ref: Vikings
OFFER VALID UNTIL 31/12/2006

We have an extensive range of vehicles

10% VIKINGS DISCOUNT ON ALL RENTALS

Enterprise rent-a-car, Waterloo Road, Widnes, WAS8 0QF

69 Derby Road, Widnes

Cheshire WA8 9LQ

Telephone: 0151 423 2343

Fax: 0151 420 5034

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
CONSTRUCTION MANAGEMENT

PLANNING SUPERVISORS

%o | THE ROYAL
INSTITUTION

OF CHARTERED

i SURVEYORS
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number one
for sport

across warrington,
widnes

and runcorn.

30

official sponsor of the National League

Tackle everyday (&\)
hegithedre cogts ~—
from just +2.13 8 week

With an LHF Healthplan, you'll get money back towards
the cost of treatments such as:

Dental check-ups, fillings etc.

Eye tests, glasses and
contact lenses

Physiotherapy, health screening',
hospital stays and much more...

~ Join now for a free official
National League polo shirt

Just quote ref: LS0005

C38ll 0845 L0 LO 543

or visit www.lhfhealthplan.co.uk




NEWSLINES

TODAY'’S MASCOTS

This afternoon’s

2006 SUMMER SCHOOL

This will take place at the Halton

Stadium on the following dates:

Age 7-9 yrs
Monday & Tuesday 24th & 25th July,
2pm - 4pm

Age 10 - 12 yrs

Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
24th, 25th & 26th July, 10am - 12
noon.

These events are always sell-outs
and places are limited to 120 children
in each age group so early booking is
advisable.

The price for the summer school
remains at £5 and booking forms are
available in the Vikings' Club Shop

mascots are brothers

Daniel and Jonathan

Dearden. Daniel, who 1

will be 11 in ten days |

time attends West

Bank CP School and

plays for West Bank

U12s. Not surprisingly

his favourite hobby is |

rugby and his number |«

1 Vikings player is 2

Dennis Moran.

Brother Jonathan was 6 last month
and is on the hunt for a rugby league
team to sign for! With both rugby
league and wrestling his favourite
hobbies Jonathan's top Viking is Terry
O'Connor.

——RUNCORN & WIDNES ————

Weekly News
& Herald & Post

UNRIVALLED COVERAGE
OF THE VIKINGS -
THROUGHOUT THE REGION |

For exclusive Widnes Vikings news
and interviews, pick up this Thursday’s
edition of the

RUNCORN & WIDNES ———

Weekly News

2 Robert Street, Widnes WAS8 6LY
To contact the Sports Desk
Telephone 01928 563400

Or email runcorn.sport@cheshirenews.co.uk

www.iccheshireonline.co.uk

Trinity Mirror Cheshire

READING IS BELIEVING!
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For the most in-depth coverage of the 2006 Rughy I.eague season
look no further than RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS.
Packed with up-to-date news, features and match reports written
by some of the best writers in the game,

Rughy League’s favourite weekly

\ EVERY MONDAY FROM ALL GOOD
newspaper is second to none. NEWSAGENTS OR SUBSCRIBE BY
Win’ lose or draw, make CALLING 01484 401895, OR VISIT

RUGBY LEAGUER & LEAGUE EXPRESS
the regular way to kick off your week. ([Prugbyleague.com

FOR THE VERY BEST RUGBY LEAGUE
COVERAGE EVERY WEEK...

DON'T MISS MONDAY'S ISSUE!

3




RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB

ﬁﬂbenAMME

NAUGHTON PARK
LOWERHOUSE LANE

WIDNES v. OLDHAM

SATUROAY, 704 FEBRVART. 1088, KICKGT® #9 P

PRICE THREEPENCE

This game in early February has gone down

in Widnes history, but not for the reasons

anticipated by the programme editor in the

following set of notes!

“Would you believe it! The last RL, game
played at Naughton Park was way back in
December - the 22nd to be exact - when

Widnes beat Wigan by 14 pts to two. We
managed to get in that fixture when three

other games in the first division end two in the
second were called off. Today we are keeping

our fingers crossed hoping that the pitch will
be fit for play. Never in the history of the club
has so much time trouble and expense gone

into making the
playing area

e
E—

CHART TOPPERS | sutuictos
I‘ E Top Ten for 2 February 1963 game.
‘ q\{hgiamgnds _ Jet Harris & Tony Meehan tBheefroere\:NtahSeé}/\/ar
2. Globetrotter - Tornados e

_ Dance On - Shadows (pictured)
i. |g:chelor Boy - Cliff Richard (pictured)
5. Like | Do - Maureen Evans
6. Don't You Think It's Time -

Mike Berry & The Outlaws

7. Little Town Flirt - Del Shannon
8. The Wayward Wind - Frank ifield
9. Return To Sender - Elvis Presley

10. The Next Time - Cliff Richard

occasion when
we used scores
of braziers to
loosen the frost
and ice, an idea
which was
copied by other
clubs. We have
used straw
many times but
this is very
expensive
business. It
requires extra
insurance,
laying and
taking off the
straw and then
laying it again.
But this week
} the officials
have gone to
more expense

programme

‘Widnes v Oldham, 2 February 1963

than ever in an effort to fulfill the fixture with
Oldham and we think that we may be one of
the few clubs who are able to play this
afternoon.

Following successful experiments on the turf
near the touchline your officials decided to go
ahead with the chemical treatment, an idea
which comes from a local company. The
chemical is said to be non-injurious to the
grass, and any apparent rough treatment to
the turf occurred during the massive ice
removal operation. If the scheme works well
Widnes club will again have given a lead to the
Rugby League. We felt that an all-out effort
should be made this week to give our players

match practice and our supporters the chance
to enjoy a Rugby League match again.

It may be that the club, in conjunction with the
Bowmans Chemicals Ltd, of which Mr. Charles
Appleton, the well-known referee is a long-
serving employee, will have put an end to
postponed games because of ice and frost. It
must be remembered that this treatment is
more of a preventative than a cure for frozen
grounds. The manufacturers maintain that a
ground treated before the heavy frost period,
say mid-December, will give protection against
these completely frozen grounds. We are
extremely grateful for the interest taken by the
management and staff of Messrs. Bowmans
Chemicals Ltd, whose efforts, combined with
the tremendous preparatory work put in by the
Park Superintendents staff has made play
possible today.

There have been a number of changes in the
Oldham personnel in the past 12 months.
Their former Liverpool City player and prop
forward Bill Payne is now at Warrington and
the same remarks apply to Keith Holden their
centre-three quarter. Holden was part of a deal
with Warrington and Oldham in which Harry
Maijor, the Wires forward, went to
Watersheddings. Then Peter Goddard, the
Watersheddings' forward, was transferred to
St. Helens, and John Donovan, an inside back

The best variety of hits
across Widnes & Runcorn

of distinct promise, went from St. Helens to
Oldham. And it will be some time before we
see Malcolm Price, the Oldham centre, in
action again. He suffered a nasty ankle injury
on his last appearance here - and then this
season he was hurt at Rochdale and was in
hospital for a long spell. Their former scrum-
half, Frank Pitchford, is now with Wigan where
he has teamed up with a former colleague,
Alan Davies.

Oldham however, have a young and capable
team which deserves a much better position in
the first division of the league. Players like
Peter Smethurst, Geoff Robinson, Johnny
Noon, Vin Nestor, Alan Kellett, Patterson and
Sims have done fine service for the club and
young Bott is said to be a player with a big
future. The game with Oldham always
produces some excellent football and we hope
that the same type of rugby will be seen today.

The RL Challenge Cup competition draw was
not very kind to us and once again we face our
old adversaries, Swinton. 'I'he Lions beat us by
a narrow margin in this season's Lancashire
Challenge Cup tournament at Station Road, but
it was a game where the result hung in the

WIDNES V OLDHAM 1963

balance for some considerable time. There will
be a big following for our team. Needless to
say, stand tickets are available for this cup tie
and can be obtained after the game at the
ticket office and each evening next week from
7pm to 8-30pm.

We should warn supporters that there has
been a good demand for tickets and those who
have not yet made an application should do so
to avoid disappointment. Yates Tours are also
booking steadily for this game and here again
the proprietors would be pleased if supporters
who intend to see the cup tie would make their
arrangements as soon as possible.”

The game did go ahead, Widnes winning 3-0 to
boost our title hopes, but the ‘wonder
chemical’ famously turned the playing surface
into a sticky mess for months afterwards!
More bad weather delayed the Swinton cup
game for another month...we only won through
that tie after a second replay, all three matches
(plus a league game v Hull) being played in the
space of eight days. Subsequently we went
out of the cup atithe quarter-final stage against
Hull. KR and then Swinton pipped us for the
Championship with a superb late run of form.

On 18 January 1963 the leader of the
Labour party, Hugh Gaitskell, died at the age
of 656 after a sudden deterioration in his
heart condition. He was credited with
modernising the party and had been
expected to lead them to victory at the next
General Election

\ ard Beeching published his
report branding large parts of Britain's
railway system as uneconomic and
suggesting that a quarter of the netwrok
could be axed.
June saw the resignation of Secretary of
State for . John Profumo, after he
admitted having lied to Parliament about his
relationship with 21-year-old call girl
Christine Keeler.

cont
2002.
ar brought the debut of
i-fi series called Doctor Who w
am Hartnell in the lead role.

On ITV the

legendary pop music

show Ready Steady

Go! began its three

year run. The show

aired on Friday

evenings with the

by-line “The

weekend starts

here!" Early

episodes were

presented by Dusty

Springfield.

At the cinema in

1963 Rod Taylor and

Jessica Tandy were

being terrorised in Alfred Hitchcock's The
Birds. Peter Sellers (pic ), Lionel Jeffrie
and Bernard Cribbins starred ir
comedy The Wrong Arm of the
Sellars also appeared in the Boulti
Brothers satire Heavens Above.

League drama This Sporting
the agein
iam Hart




THIS SEASON
THE VIKINGS
WILL BE
BREAKING
TACKLES.

NOT SWEAT.

The Vikings’ KooGa jerseys are made from Evaporex, a unique fabric that
forces perspiration away from the skin to the jersey's outer surface from
where it magically evaporates. Leaving the lads cool, comfortable and all
being well, in control.

/4

MADE FOR RUGBY

BEDROOM F URNI TURE
FASHION BEDS
HEADBOARDS

CH".DRENS BEDS

0151 424 2729 LARGE SHOWROOM
Unit 6, Victoria Trading Estate. IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

(off Ashley Way) v/ / Fouawsiusron
4 HALTON STADIUM
Croft Street, Widnes, 2 N
Cheshire. WA8 ONQ @e** < o
74
OPENING HOURS WE ARE
Monday - Friday 9am - 6pm - )@9/
Saturday 9am - 5.30pm, Sunday 11am - 4pm

www.worldofbedswidnes.co.uk worldofbeds@btconnect.com

STHELENS & RAINHILL

TOPENKETH

37
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r“ DENNIS MORAN
{ Applied Acumen Ltd

)
i e
L*

DAVE ALLEN
The Blundell Arms
Widnes

BOB BESWICK
ey Watch

MICK CASSIDY

' Leaming Centre UK Ltd

JAMES COYLE
The Knowles Family

PAUL CROOK

sl Widnes Vikings

Supporters Club

GAVIN DODD

- Swavesey lewsagents

DANNY HEATON
Widnes Vikings
Supporters Club

TIM HOLMES

- Sue, Marc,

Margaret & Clare

GARY HULSE

~ Floyd Properties

BRUCE JOHNSON
Ron and Effie
Rowhottom

BARRIE

i McDERMOTT

Ppplied Acumen Ltd

IAN WATSON
fion Sutton Photo
Dpportunities

RYAN MILLINGTON
Katie-Ellen Jones

2006

)

MICK NANYN
Vikings Independent
Travel

STEPHEN NASH
Top of the Town

AARON SUMMERS
Widnes Vikings
Supporters Club

RYAN TANDY
The Bennison Family

PAUL O'CONNOR
). Applied Acumen Ltd

PHIL WOOD
Eva and John Langsworthy

DARREN WO0ODS
The Townsend Family

TERRY 0'CONNOR
Saudi Arabian Viking

JOHN
KIRKPATRICK
Alcomart,
Hutchinson Street,
Widnes

LUCAS ONYANGO
Learning Centre UK Ltd

MARK SMITH
Widnes Taxis
(0151 424 5877)

RACISM

The use of racist and/or obscene language often causes offence
to others and can lead to police arrest or ejection by stewards.
Such language and behaviour is strongly condemned by The RFL,
Widnes Vikings and Halton Borough Council and where
appropriate spectator banning orders will also be implemented

EMERGENCY EVACUATION

In the event of an-emergency evacuation, please remain calm and
listen carefully to the Stadium Public address announcements
and follow the directions of safety stewards.

MEDICAL ATTENTION-SPECTATORS
Spectators should note that at each Viking Home game, medical
resources are on hand to deal with any injury or sudden illness
within the stadium. Medical Equipment includes an automated
external defibrillator for cardiac incidents. Early notification via
any safety steward is essential in bringing a speedy response by
trained medical resources. Red Cross personnel are usually
stationed in the South East Concourse Bar first aid room and-at
the North East Corner Viewing area for people with disabilities.

GROUND RULES/REGULATIONS

These are displayed are turnstile entrances and within each
cancourse bar. It should be particularly noted that ALCOHOL must
not be taken into or consumed in the seated viewing areas/and
on matchdays Halton Stadium is a non-smoking venue.

foundat

&4
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Last weekend we officially
signed eight of our Foundation
Academy players on two year
contracts.

The majority of these players have
been developed by our World Class
Accredited Scholarship Scheme.
The players and their parents were
treated to lunch here at the

BEN ROBINSON

It is with great sadness that the
Club has learned of the death of
former Academy
player Ben
Robinson.
¥ 21 year old Ben,
younger brother
of former Vikings'
player John, was
killed in a traffic
accident in Wigan
'8 |ast weekend.
A8 The Club sends its
condolences to
John and all his
family at this very
sad time.

Stadium before the signing took
place on the pitch at half-time.
Once again we are indebted to
VIQI who contributed £400 per
player to the signings. The players
who put pen to paper last
weekend were: Robert Holbrook,
Tommy Arrowsmith, Dave
Houghton, Chris Headen, Josh

« Simm ,David Dourley, Sean
Gilmore and, seated, Stuart Harland
and they are pictured with Player
Performance Manager John Foran.
Today, at half time we will be
signing a further six of the
Foundation Academy players, again
with the help. of contributions from
ViQl.

VIQl members typically contribute
£1 per week to the scheme. If you
wish to join and help fund future
signings for the club please visit
the following web page for the
application form...
www.widnesvikings.
co.uk/vigiform.htm

GLYN ANDREWS CAR SALES LIMITED

It’s Like Having An
Uncle In The Business!

VALETING
FULL/HALF
VWASH & LEATHER

FARNWORTH STREET, WIDNES
0151 420 5535 (CAR SALES)
0151 4243438 (WORKSHOP)

SERVICING « MOT
ALL MAKES
DIAGNOSTIC WELDING




OFFICIAL BEER

Stephen

~ talks to lan Cheveau

i i s

Vikings owner Stephen Vaughan says
he is determined to take the club
forward after last weeks board reshuffle
and he reckons fans can play a major
role in that process.

Last week the club parted with ex-
chairman Tony Chambers, financial director
Tom Fleet and directors Alan Gregson and
Graham Ashton after Vaughan's
acquistition of the majority shareholding. A
club statement claimed the directors all
stepped down as the board felt the time
had come to reduce in numbers and for the
new chairman to be seen in full control.
Vaughan joined the Vikings board at the
turn of the year with a view of taking over
the club in‘time.

But that was accelerated at the start of the
season and after uncovering huge debts of
more than £3000,000 and he is now urging
the fans to come out in force for the
remaining Vikings home fixtures.

He and head coach Steve McCormack are
hoping the Vikings can boost their 3,000
home gate by at least another thousand in
a bid to make the club profitable once
more:

One of the debts included a fee to Halton
Borough Council which has just been paid
for usage of the stadium and if the Vikings
can't increase their crowd to more than
3,000 then Vaughan claims more money
will be going down the drain.

He said: “| am appealing for our supporters
to get in in their numbers because any
crowd less than 3,000 means the club
makes nothing whatsoever.

“We will take this club forward - we have
to. The board will prop the club up
financially and make up any shortfalls, but
we would like to see more fans packed
into the stadium which would help us out a
lot with sorting the debt out.

“The figures are all in black and white and
all this has been discussed and

The best variety of hits
across Widnes & Runcorn

documented
in minutes. |
have nothing
to hide and
there is no
hidden agenda
with me. |
want the club
to be returned
to-the fans not
individuals.”
Meanwhile
Vaughan
would like to
thank parting directors Alan Gregson and
Graham Ashton for their contribution to
the club since he took over the reigns
from Tony Chambers.

He said: “I'd like to thank for their
contribution they have put in over the last
months | have been involved with them.”
McCormack claims he is playing his part
in sorting the finances out by making sure
the Vikings win on the field.

He said: "Players have left the club and
the coaching staff has tried to reduce
salary-cap money.

The fans have been particularly supportive
over the past few games.

We need even more of that and it helps
towards the performance. The crowd
want us to win games and we are doing
that and want to stay that way.”

lan Cheveau
Widnes Weekly News

Read lan Cheveau in the Weekly News

every Thursday for the latest Vikings
news, reviews and interviews.

Weekly News




For oNLY £1 PER WEEK YOU
GET 7 NUMBERS WITH THE
CHANCE OF WINNING
£1,700 A WEEK.

This gives 7 chances to win
£1,000 per week and 7

chances to win £100 a day (Mon-Fri)

Plus 7 consolation prizes of £10 and 35

consolation prizes of £5

It's simple o pay,

" VIKINGS LIFELINE

1 - Your newsagent could add £1 a week to

your bill
2 - You could pay your newsagent weekly

3 - An agent could collect from your house

4 - You could pay at the Vikings shop
5 - You could pay by bankers order

Pick your option and complete the form below (or a photocopy)

—

{

Scott Yates

o

academy

Pt weorsiivn|
e P UP——— S —— L
n - oy .

........................................................

........................................................

Post code: .......... 4 || (A —————

I wish to join the Vikings Lifeline
and will pay £1 a week.

[] On my newsagents bill

[] Collected from my house

[_] At my newsagent when I call
(] At the Vikings shop

I will pay by Bankers Order

Bank name and address: ...
AccOunt NO: ....oiveeresesinnsassisnsansssassansanasasssanssnint
Accountiname: uuiaiinaniEnamneaie
Please cross out payment options NOT
required

A) £13 a quarter B) £26 per half year

C) £52 per year.

Please pa é to: 60-19-24, NatWest Bank, 146 Widnes Road,
Widnes, Cheshire for the Credit of Account No. 29854083
Widnes Development Centre

Starting date: .......c........ Signature:........ooiinenens
Name: v
Address:.........cu...

In searing temperatures the Senior
Academy side beat Whitehaven 40-8 last
Sunday.

The Barge Chinese Restaurant Man of the
Match Paul Crook opened the scoring with a
try he converted himself.

The visitors landed a penalty goal through
Marc Bainbridge but further tries from Craig
Wilson and Aaron Summers plus another
Crook conversion gave Widnes a 16-2 interval
lead.

Darren Woods increased his side's advantage
early in the second period with Wilson's
second, Liam Grundy and Ryan Millington
also touching dewn, Crook landing four more
goals.

Whitehaven managed a consolation try
through Daniel Smith following good play by
Bainbridge who added his second conversion.
The Senior Academy have no game this
weekend but entertain Keighley Cougars here
at the Halton Stadium on Friday night, kick off
7.30pm

Meanwhile the Widnes Vikings Junior
Academy side made it 10 wins from 10
with a 68-12 defeat of Castleford Tigers
last Friday evening.

The Vikings opened the scoring after just 47
seconds as a break from Andy Marsh created
the opportunity for Neil Liu to outpace the
cover to score and tries from Scott Yates,
again created by Marsh, and Michael
Fairclough, all goaled by Yates, two from the
touchline saw Widnes 18 - 0 ahead in just ten
minutes.

On 21 minutes the Vikings went further
ahead as Fairclough went over from acting

halfback and
six minutes
later substitute
Robert Draper
touched down,
Yates
conversion
making the
score 28 - 0.
However the
final points of
the half went
to the visitors
thanks to a
converted try on 34 minutes.

Within four minutes of the restart centre
Mark Murphy had:increased the homeside's
lead and two minttes later Adam Sidlow
touched down, Yates converting both to put
Widnes 40 - 6 ahead.

The Tigers pulled back six points with a
second converted try but the Vikings
responded with five tries in the final quarter
through Ostick, who regathered his own kick
to dive over; Richard Myler following good
play by Draper and Murphy; Draper himself;
Andy White and Liu.

The Barge Chinese Restaurant Man of the
Match Award went to loose forward Andy
White for a non-stop performance from the
first to eightieth minute.

Today the Junior Academy side are playing
Wigan at Orrell RUFC and we hope to be able
to announce the final score once that game is
over. Next Friday they travel to St Helens
where they play the home side in a curtain
raiser to the Saints v Harlequins game, the
Academy match kicking off at 5.45pm
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VIKING VOYAGES

voyages

Challenge Cup Final - 2nd May 1981
Widnes 18-9 Hull KR

The 1981 final was the second time the
Chemics had tasted final success over
the Robins, the first coming in 1964.
Widnes nerves were settled early as
Mick Burke caught his own kick
through to score the opening try and
Widnes never looked back. The black
and whites led 11-4 at the break and
Andy Gregory's quick try after half time

sealed the win. In front of a crowd of
92,496 Widnes collected their sixth
Challenge Cup trophy.

WE'RE NOT WORTHY

A Rovers Legend

Roger 'The Dodger' Millward

Roger Millward was one of the genuine
greats of English Rugby League from
the mid-1960s up until the early 1980s.
He was a superb player with Hull KR
and Great Britain, as well as having a
memorable guest stint with the
Cronulla-Sutherland Sharks in Sydney in
1976. His form in the 1970 Ashes
series between Australia and Great
Britain was nothing short of
magnificent. Millward joined Hull KR in
1967 helping to steer the club to its
championship success in 1979 and
then their famous victory over rivals
Hull at Wembley in 1980. Millward
retired in 1983 after making over 400
appearances for the club. The Dodger

Your Rugby League Station

collected an MBE that same year for
his services to the sport. Not only is
Millward the most successful Rovers
player of all time but he is also their
most successful coach.

What a season the men from East
Yorkshire are having so far. They have
defeated all in their path on route to
the top of National League One and the
Semi Finals of the Challenge Cup. Their

win at the Halton Stadium in May by
42-28 cemented their place at the top
and convinced many fans that their
team could gain that elusive Super
League spot. Last week's win over
Batley was their 10th consecutive in
the league.

Rover's last five: W W W W W

DID YOU KNOW?

Hull KR's are the first English side
since Widnes in 1996 to have made
the Challenge Cup Semi Finals from
outside the top division.

A SWIFT HALF

There is a good selection of bars inside
the stadium depending on where you
wish to sit. The Harry Poole Bar is in
the North end of the Roger Millward
Stand and has two fully stocked bars
and room in the window to view the
game, there is priority to disabled fans
in this area. Away fans are welcome

sy scorer

HULL KR V WIDNES

Hull KR v Widnes Vikings
23/07/06

Craven Park, Preston Road,
Hull, HU9 5HE

Website: www.hullkr.co.uk

Telephone Number: 01482 374648
Admission Prices...

Roger Millward Stand (Covered Seating):
Adults: £14, Conc: £10, Kids: £7
Standing: Adults: £12, Conc: £8, Kids: £7

before, during and after the game. The
East Stand Bar (covered standing)
situated under the East Stand has a
fully stocked bar that serves drinks
before the match and at half time.

There is a restaurant at the ground
called the 10-5 restaurant. Away
supporters are welcome but due to its
popularity this must be booked prior to
the day of the game. The restaurant

opens at 12 noon and serves a three
course carvery which comes highly
recommended. An ex-Rovers player
will be in attendance before the game
and entertainment is also provided
inside prior to the game. Both bars
mentioned above also serve the usual
match day food such as pies and hot
dogs.

THE WAY IT WAS

Our last five visits to Craven Park
Hull KR 24-10 Widnes (2/4/2000)
Hull KR 14-2 Widnes (16/5/1999)
Hull KR 26-8 Widnes (4/3/1998)
Hull KR 30-14 Widnes (22/6/1997)
Hull KR 10-32 Widnes (28/11/1993)

CAR PARKING

The club provides secure Car Parking
facilities at Craven Park. The main Car
park can hold upto 750 Cars while the
East Stand Car park(Annandale Rd) will
hold approx 150 Both priced at £2.
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Shell Green House, Widnes Cheshire, WA8 0YZ
Tel/Fax 0151 424 1097 « 07870 216310 » 07966 566271
SPONSORS OF THE WIDNES VIKINGS GOLF CLASSIC
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