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N\ Washington Group International

Integrated Engineering, Construction and Management Solutions
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“Washington Group International
provides the talent, innovation and
proven performance to deliver
integrated engineering construction
and management solutions for
businesses and governments

worldwide”

The Power of Performance

Washington House ¢ Birchwood Park Avenue ¢ Warrington * WA3 6GR

Tel: 01925 854500
www.wgint.com
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Whitehaven RLFC
Welcome

This afternoon sees the final LHF
National League One game of the
season and gives us the pleasure of
welcoming the players, supporters and
officials of Oldham to the Recreation
Ground. We know they traditionally
enjoy visiting Whitehaven and spending
a couple of nights here enjoying the
town, | hope this year is no exception
and they enjoy their weekend apart
from the game this afternoon. This
season has been a poor for Oldham
and one that will see them go into
National League Two next season, we
hope this is a temporary blip and they
can come back up at the first attempt.
It was with sadness that we learnt this
week of the death of one of the great
names in the history of Whitehaven
RLFC, John J. McKeown. John will be
remembered as one of the greatest
goal kickers and a fullback that was
ruthless in defence. He is a legend in the
club’s history and remains so. Details of
his career can be found on another
page in the programme. JJ was a
gentleman off the field and our
thoughts and condolences go to his
family. His funeral will take place on
Tuesday the 12th September 2006 at St
Nicholas Church, Flimby followed by
cremation at Distington Crematorium.
There will be a minute’s silence before
kick off today in respect to a great
servant of Whitehaven RLFC, great
player and gentleman.

Our season still has a bit to go with the

Whitehaven RLFC fully supports the
“Let’s Tackle Racism
in Rugby League”
campaign and welcomes all players
and spectators irrespective of their
ethnic or racial origins.
Racism has no place within our
game and racist chants are
totally unacceptable -
allow everyone to enjoy the game.
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play offs starting next weekend when we will have a
home game against possibly Batley or Rochdale
depending “on results this afternoon. If York can
continue their recent run of form and beat Leigh we
may well end up with two home games if we win this
afternoon. Let’s wait and see | am sure the Oldham
players will have a lot to say about us winning and will
want to finish their season with all guns blazing. At the
start of the league season most people would
probably have tipped us to occupy fourth pace with
three full time clubs occupying the first three positions
but when you look back at the damage the first game
of the season against Workington did then without
that we may well have been sitting at least second in
the table. That is all behind us now and we should look
forward to the play offs with confidence and certainly
fear no one.

Thanks toall those too numerous to mention who
have helped out at the club in any way however small
during the season. We have a great set of volunteers
who do a marvellous job for the club and we really
appreciate the help you give. Thanks to Bob Sewell
and John Barnes at Printexpress for their invaluable
help in publishing the programme. Finally a special
thanks to all our sponsors and supporters who have
again been tremendous this season. Your support and
loyalty has been amazing, enjoy the game today and
over the following weeks and thank you from
everyone at Whitehaven RLFC.

Des Byrne
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Performing Cumbrian
Language Theatre in Cumbria

supporting Whitehaven RLFC in 2006

vww.whitchaven.org.uk/minerslamp.html
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Friendly
Reliable service
Local and long distance runs
Both 4 and 8 seater available
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For books on all sports
as well as general best sellers

We order books

Supporting sport in Cumbria

10 Finkle Street, Workington,
Cumbria CA14 2BB

Tel: 01900 62503

SUPPORTING WHITEHAVEN RLFC IN 2006

HAVEN
JOINERY

Tel/Fax: 01946 590144
Mobile: 0780 125 2060

13 Scafell Close, Snebro,

Whitehaven, Cumbria
CA28 8DS

Proprietor: D Akester

ATRADITION OF EXCELLENCE

A.W. McShane
& Sons

Est 1966
Building Contractors & Stone Masons
Insurance and grant work welcome
Approved local authority contractor
Allwork fully guaranteed
Free survey and quotation
A family firm in 1966, we
specialise in the construction and
renovation of commercial and residential
5 buildings
Calluson 01946 810870
or01946 814372

12 Springfield Rd, Bigrigg, Egremont

MARGRANGE LTD.
T/A MARGRANGE
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS

INDUSTRIAL - COMMERCIAL -
DOMESTIC - INSTALLATION &
MAINTENANCE

LIGHTING - FIRE ALARMS &
SECURITY SYSTEMS - RE-WIRES -
NEW INSTALLATIONS

INSPECTIONS REPORTS -
DESIGN FACILITIES - ELECTRICAL
APPLIANCE TESTING

TEL/FAX 01946 64062

3 WHITE PARK, WHITEHAVEN

AINFIELD

< For ALL your
cycling needs
*Cycle Sales

* Cycle Repairs

* Cycle Hire
*Wheel Building

Open 9am - 5.30pm
Monday - Saturday
Jacktrees Road,
Cleator, Cumbria

Tel: 01946 812427
Fax: 01946 811719

Sdft. Brownrigg

Ennerdale Mill, Egremont,
Cumbria CA22 2PN
Tel: 01946 820205
Fax: 01946 821919
Executive Coach

and Mini-Bus Hire

EAVES FUNERAL
SERVICE LTD

Funeral Directors
& Embalmers
An independent family run business,
olfering a professional and caring
service and assuring you of our
personal attention ai all times
PRIVATE FUNERAL PARLOUR
& RESIDENCE
175-177 HIGH ROAD, KELLS,
WHITEHAVEN
Tel: 01946 694213
24 HOUR SERVICE
Members of:

National Association of Funeral Directors
British Institute of Embalmers
British Institute of Funeral Directors
Society of Allied Independent Funeral
Directors

HORIZON

TILE & BATHROOM
CENTRE

UNIT 2, SNAPE ROAD
CLAY FLATTS IND. ESTATE
WORKINGTON
CUMBRIA CA14 2TQ

Tel: (01900) 604928
or (01900) 601563
Fax: (01900) 602074

Ei? i Carphone Warehouse

COMMUNICATION CENTRES

8 King Street
Whitehaven
Cumbria CA28 7LA

PONDFIELD

GARAGE Lid.

CRASH REPAIR
SPECIALISTS

Repairers for all leading
insurance companies
MOT Testing Station

All makes of cars
repaired and serviced

SOLWAY ROAD, KELLS,
WHITEHAVE
CUMBRIA CA28 9AW
Tel 01946 66857 & 691994
Fax 01946 66857
24 hour recovery -
Tel 01946 66323 & 691883

Quality PVCu Windows, Doors,
Conservatories, Fascia etc.

www.castlebridge-windows.co.uk
Telephone: 01946 815400
Fax: 01946 815666
Southam Farm, Bigrigg,

Egremont, Cumbria CA22 2TX

Opening Hours: A .

am-5pm
Monday-Friday

Saturday 10am-1pm
(R_v appointments)

Y wils

hambling

BUTCHER & FREEZER
MEAT SPECIALIST
23 MARKET PLACE
WHITEHAVEN
Tel/Fax: Whitehaven 63700
www.wilshambling.co.uk

NO JOB

BODYWORKS LTD

VEHICLE REPAIR SPECIALIST!

UNIT 3+POTTERY

ROAD ¢ GINNS « WHITEHAVEN
CUMBRIA CA28 9BZ ]

Tel/Fax (01946) 690061

| ARGE LOW BAKE SPRAY BOOTH
Directors: Tommy Brannon & Trevor Fidlel
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Marra’s OF Fact !

| have always maintained that it is how you finish the season
that counts. Our form as we approach the end of the
second half of the National League season has been the best
in the league and this is something that we must maintain
and improve upon in the play offs.

Our last two wins have provided great confidence and self
belief amongst the players in the knowledge that we now
fear no one.

Today we welcome an Oldham team who despite their
league position will want to finish the season on a positive
note. They have been besieged by injury to key men
throughout the year and this has hampered their ability to
perform on the pitch. Believe me, they are certainly well
coached by Steve Deakin who | have considerable
admiration for, having been a mentor for myself over the

last few years.
It is good to see a number of players hitting

top form, none more so than Spencer Miller.
Spencer was facing a career threatening
injury which he has now overcome. This
adversity has helped him to come back a =
stronger and improved player.

Next week will see us play at Home in the
first round of the play offs. After viewing
last years Castleford play off game on video
it was very clear that the Recre crowd
became a fourteenth man for Whitehaven.
Get behind us and cheers us all the way to
Warrington.  After this match, the end of
season presentation night will take place.
This is an evening to recognise the
achievements and efforts of our players
throughout the 2006 season. This would
be held at the Calder Club commencing at
7:00 pm, tickets available from the club
priced £12. All players and staff will be in
attendance resplendent in their shirt and ties.
Dave Rotheram

Good afternoon and welcome to the Recreation Ground for this
afternoon’s National League One game with Steve Deakin’s Oldham.
David Seeds has asked me to remind everyone that the players are
holding their end of season presentation night in the Calder Club on
SundayT/th September and tickets are available from the club office.
All supporters are welcome so please try and get along for what should
be a great night. On behalf of the players David wishes to thank
everyone for their continued support both home and away this season.
A support, which as always has given the players a lift through what,
has been a somewhat indifferent season

Shortly before going to press the club heard the sad news that John J
McKeown, one of the greatest players ever to wear the chocolate, blue
and gold had passed away. | never saw John play competitively, but |
was lucky enough to meet him on several occasions, one of which was
to interview him for the match day programme in 2000.

During that interview we talked about his early days in the game and
how he achieved a unique double when he became the only player to
feature in both Workington's first game in 1945 and Haven’s first

game three years later. He mentioned the fact
that he nearly missed the start of Haven’s
one-andonly RL cup semifinal appearance
against Leeds in 1957. It turns out he was
talking to some lads from his native Flimby
outside Odsal ten minutes before the start of
the game and hadn’t realised what time it was!

/We also talked about his 15 caps for the
Cumberland County team and his proudest
moment in the game when he represented
England against France in 1956. John, being the
modest unassuming man that he was though,
failed to mention the records he created in
thirteen years and 417 games as a professional
at the Recreation Ground, or the fact that his
loyalty to one of the league’s unfashionable
club’s of that time undoubtedly cost him
further international appearances.

The name of John James McKeown will always
% be synonymous with Whitehaven RL Club and
! a minute’s silence will be held in his honour
! ahead of this afternoon’s game.

Enjoy the game
Bob Sewell
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PLATINUM MATCH SPONSORS:
A & B AUTOPARTS
TRAVIS PERKINS

ASSOCIATE MATCH SPONSOR:
CLARKIN ELECTRONICS

MATCH BALL SPONSORS:
IAN BOAK/JIM SMITH/ALAN BUTLER
The PA Guys

Our Platinum Match Sponsors today are A & B AUTOPARTS and TRAVIS
PERKINS. We would like to welcome back Adrian Morgan and Brian Faraquar
from A & B AUTOPARTS and thank them for their continued support of the
club. The guys have previously sponsored games this season and we are grateful
for their continued support. This is a local business operating from the Pelican
Garage on Low Road, Whitehaven and we hope they and their guests have a
thoroughly enjoyable afternoon with us.

Our second Platinum Match Sponsor this afternoon is TRAVIS PERKINS,
Builders Merchants who are based at Leconfield Street, Cleator Moor. We are
delighted to welcome them to the Recreation Ground this afternoon and hope
that they and their guests have an enjoyable afternoon with us. We thank them
for their support today.

Our Associate Match Sponsor today is CLARKIN ELECTRONICS. We
welcome back Phil Clarkin and his guests and thank them for their continued
support of the club. Although the company is based in Workington Phil is a big
Haven fan and apart from sponsoring other games this season he also sponsored
Mark Leafa’s flight over from Australia. We hope Phil and his guests enjoy their
afternoon with us and thanks again for your tremendous support.

We have two Match Ball sponsors this afternoon, the first being three regular
Haven supporters IAN BOAK, JIM SMITH AND ALAN BUTLER. These guys
also sponsor Jimmy Clements and we thank them for their continued support.
Hope you have a great day and thanks again for your tremendous support.

Our second Match Ball sponsors this afternoon are THE PA GUYS. These guys
work hard every game on the PA system and do a tremendous job. It s a job that
everyone thinks is easy to do but s far from it. Enjoy your afternoon guys and
thanks for all the hard work you put in over the season.

Our sponsor’s man of the Match will be announced over the PA near the end of
the game.

iRIE

COMPRESSED AIR SYSTEMS

RN

IN 2006

Qur pre-season shirt sponsorship draw proved more
popular than ever and we would like to thank all the
following who took part in the draw for their generous
donations. We would urge all our supporters to support
these and all other club sponsors as a thank you for helping
the club to go forward.

A & B Autopart, A Plant, Ainfield Cycles, Ancell & Co,
Andrew Bell, Ashley Gill, B+H Motors, Barwise Chippy,
Beaverway Engineering, Birketts Fencing, Black Horse,
Blacksmiths, Bottle Beer Co, Brians Taxis, Brooks,
Brownriggs, Car Phone Warehouse, Castle Inn,
Central Motors, Central Public House, Charles,
Clarkin Electronics, Contrags Ltd,
Copeland Development Ltd, Cottage Chippy,
Crosby Fish Shop, Cumberland Window Design,
Cumbria Golf, Cumbria Steelstock,

D+M Kitchen/Bedroom, Distinction Engineering,
Dusty Millers, Eaves, Edgars, Eilbeck Heating, Electro Cal,
Farrell Sports, Fayes Chemist, Fire & Water,
Fitness Factory, Flower Basket, G A Wilson, Gen I,
Glenard Guest House, GM Supplies, GMB Union,
Gordon Grace, Guises Hairdressers,

Harsh Environmental Systems, Harleys’ Ice Cream,
Haven Joinery, High Grange, Horizon Tiles,
Impwood Roofing, Interserve Ind, Jeans, Stobbarts,
Jordan Nuclear, Kirkland Carpets, Lakeland Beer Co,
Lakeland Fluid Power, Lowther Arms - Parton,
Mark Docherty, Market Café, Morsons,

Myrid Refrigeration, Neales Waste, Nei Fennell,
OraPlus-France, Packhorse, PC Richardson,

Phil Carruthers Plant, Hire Ground Work, Pottery Works,
Pro Cam, Puncheon, Reed & Graham, Remac Group,
Riverdale, Robinson Accountants, Seat UK, Shakers,
Ship (Duke St), Smart and Cook, Steve’s Paints, Superdec,
T.P Broombys, The Albert, The Ship Launch, Tim Knowles,
Tony Roberts, Vanity Fayre, VW Finance, Washwright,
Weathermaster, Wellington, Whittington Cat,

Wils Hambling, Woodend Stores, Richard Woodall,
Waulfsport.

2L CompAir

Lakeland Fluid Power Ltd
Main Street, Whitehaven, Cumbria CA28 8QT
The Complete Compressed Air & Pneumatic Service
d“ A total compressed air solution from supply to hire, service to repair

24 Hour Emergency Service

s Tel 01946 64788 Fax 01946 690800
Email: sales@lakelandfluidpower.com

domnick hunter
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Take the train to the game.

No traffic. No hassles. No worries.
Northern. Proud sponsors of the Northern Rail Cup.

www.northernrail.org

northern
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Oldham

TODAYS vlsl |

Dean Gorton

21 year old 2nd Row or Loose Forward signed from Safford City Reds for the 2006 season. He was
on the books at Salford for five years of which 3 were as a full time professional. Did not manage to
break into the Salford Super League team even though he was recommended for a Super League
squad number by former coach Steve McCormack. He joined Safford from the Folly lane junior club.

lan Hodson

lan signed originally on loan from Swinton Lions during an early season injury crisis in 2005. After
anumber of impressive shows the Roughyeds completed his capture with a contract for the rest of
the season. He is equally at home in the second row or his favoured Loose Forward position. lan
has a top quality work rate. Signed a new twelve month contract for the 2006 season on his 24th
birthday.

Mick Redford

Signed for the Roughyeds to start the 2006 season from Blackpool Panthers. Originally from the
Leigh East amateur club, has also served Chorley Lynx as well as the Panthers. Mick was a major
crowd pleaser at Blackpool where he filled either prop Forward/Second Row or Centre. He weighs
inat 15 and half stone and is 6'3" tall

Desi Williams

20 year old winger from London who has played two games in Super League for Wigan as well as
for Hull KR whom he joined us from on foan for the remainder of the 2006 season. Desi has pace
to burn and has been clocked over 40 metres at 4.9 seconds. Will add much needed pace to the
2006 Roughyeds line up.

Ged Corcoran

23 year old signed for the Roughyeds for the 2006 season after spells with Dewsbury Rams and
French outft Limoux. Is more famed for his time with Halifax where he had over 30 first team
outings including some in Super league. A Prop Forward who has a fair bit of experience for
someone so young. He played his junior Rugby at Royton Tigers.

Chris Hough

Chris joined his hometown club from Blackpool after the start of the 2005 season. He has struck
up a good halfback partnership with Marty Turner and has proved to be a very good motivator on
the field. Chris was one of the first to sign on the dotted line for the 2006 season. He is well travelled
for his 24 years, having had spells with Rochdale Hornets, Swinton, Doncaster , Batley as well as
Blackpool .

Mark Roberts

Mark joined Oldham on loan from Warrington Wolves at the end of the 2004 season. He was then
the first player to commit to the Roughyeds for the 2005 season. Initally used in 2004 as a centre,
where he can display his devastating tumn of pace, he also has the upper body strength to enhance
the back row of the pack. After an injury plagued season in 2005 is keen to put things right in 2006

Lee Wingfield

24 year old Second Row Forward, signed from amateur team Leigh Easts. He has been selected for
the BARLA Great Britain team for three successive seasons, and toured both Australia and Russia
with them. Signed a two year contract beginning with the 2006 campaign.

Alan Haderoft

Arobust centre who is renoswn for his solid defence and strong running. Signed from Halifax for the
2006 season. Alan's previous clubs also list Wests, as well as his hometown Leigh Centurions where
he provided many years service. Played representative Rugby for the National League against the
Netv Zealand A team whilst he was at Leigh. Alan has been chosen as the Roughyeds 2006 team
captain.

John Hough

The first player to sign for his hometown club when the new Roughyeds were formed by Chris
Hamilton and his fellow directors in the autumn of 1997, He has signed a contract to take him to
the end of the 2007 season, which will allow him to complete 10 years with the club. John is an

hooker well renown now in National League circles, he originally joined the Roughyeds from
Warrington Wolves. An astute worker from acting half back, he is also capable of filling in at Loose
Forward.

Chris Maye

21 year old 2nd Row or Centre signed from Swinton Lions for the 2006 season. Chris started his
pro career at Wigan before moving to St Helens where he was on the verge of being selected for
England Academy side, but was thwarted by a wrist injury. Had a loan spell at Halifax where he got
some Super League experience. He is 6'2" and weighs 14 and a half stone. Chris had a really good
try scoring record at Swinton.

Simon Svabic

Began his career with the former Oldham Bears club Academy side, where is half back partner was
Bradford ‘s Paul Deacon. Since those days he has played Super League with Salford and also at the
top in the National League with Leigh Centurions, He signed for the Roughyeds to begin the 2003
campaign. His preferred position is stand off, where he can demonstrate his silky smooth ball skills,
but he s also at home in the full back position. During the 2005 campaign was used effectively by
Gary Mercer as a loose forward, where his guile added an extra dimension to the Roughyeds play.
Will be completing his fourth season with the club in 2006.

Paul Ashton

26 year old half back son of former Oldham favourite Ray. Paul has played for

Keighley Leigh and Rochdale Hornets, but was at local amateur club St Annes when Steve Deakin
brought him back into the professional ranks at Oldham. He comfortably wears the cheeky half back
tag and has demonstrated this in the past by back heeling goal kicks over.

Dave Best

27 year old Prop Forward. Plucked from local amateur side St Annes, Best has had

two previous spells as a professional. In his first spell he played for Rochdale Hornets and Keighley
Cougars before being reinstated as an amateur with St Anne’s. In his second stint he went across
the Channel to play under Steve Deakin for UTC in France’s Elite League. A robust forward with a
good set of hands will not be found wanting at this level.

Andy Gorey
Andy was the first player to sign a contract for the 2006 season, after John Hough who was already
entering the second year of a 3 year deal. A versatile back who has played most of his rugby in the
academy at full back. But he is also a competent half back. He managed 8 first team appearances in
the 2005 season on the wing, and e is enjoying the more demanding training rigours of the first
team squad.

Gareth Hayes

20 year old Prop Forward signed from Safford City Reds for the 2006 season. Gareth was offered
aone year contract with a further one year option. He was voted Salford 's under 21 Players Player
of the Year in 2004, Leigh born Gareth stands at 6'3” tall and weighs 17 stone.

Alex Wilkinson
Local born Alex, toured with the Great Britain schoolboys to Australiain 1999 and with the England
Academy to New Zealand and Australia in 2001. He played his junior rugby with the Royton Tigers
club and was snapped up by Super League giants, Bradford Bulls. Whilst at the Bulls he had a loan
spell with London Broncos where he chalked up 6 Super League appearances, before going on loan
to Huddersfield where he added another 13 SL games to his tally, he had a similar amount of games
on loan at Hull F.C. where he impressed the Humberside high flyers enough for them to offer him
a two year contract. Alex decided he wanted to complete his

degree and when part time rugby was the only option he

chose his home town club. Primarily a centre he produced
many barnstorming runs as well as stern defence last
season. Signed another twelve month deal to keep him
at Oldham for 2006.
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Local Network Fund

for chisdren and young peogle
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SEAAT
B & H Motors Limited

High Street, Whitehaven, Cumbria CA28 7PY
Tel: 01946 693479/692686
Fax: 01946 695765
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JOHN JAMES MCKEOWN

Ask anyone to name a great player in Haven’s history and one of
the first names on anyone’s list would be John James McKeown.
J) or Mac as he was called signed for Haven in 1948 from
Risehow ARLFC. He made his debut for Whitehaven on the 21st
August 1948 against Hull in the clubs very first game which they
won 5-0. He became a regular in the team and although he did
not score in that first game he went on to kick 1050 goals in his
thirteen years at the Recreation Ground. During that
time he also made 417 appearances for the club which
remains a record today. It should be remembered that
he kicked those goals in an age of winter rugby when
they played with a leather ball that would soon get heavy
in wet conditions and without the aid of any kicking tees.
The qualities of JJ McKeown were probably best
described by Walter Thompson in the Whitehaven
News in 1956 who wrote, “Remorseless in defence,
impeccable in fielding, astute in touch finding and at
times devastating in linking up McKeown may not be the %
fastest full-back playing football but he wouldn’t be
boasting to call himself the best all rounder.” '
In 1949 he made his debut for Cumberland against
Lancashire on the 12th October at Derwent Park. He
was the only Haven player in the team and as in his debut
for Haven he failed to kick a goal in a 22-11 win. Over
the next eleven seasons he kicked 39 goals for
Cumberland in 15 games. In his last game for the county
he set a record by kicking eight goals in a game against
Yorkshire in a 43-19 win at the Recreation Ground. i
John McKeown was the first Haven player to receive
international honours when he was selected for the
Great Britain team to play France in a floodlit match at
Bradford on the 11th April 1956. He kicked three goals
in an 18-10 victory for Great Britain.

John was selected as member of the Haven Immortals
Team in 1998 and was the first player to be inducted into
the Haven Vice Presidents Hall of Fame. He played his
final game for Whitehaven at Rochdale on 11th =%
November 1961. His total of goals kicked is a club | ***
record as are the number of appearances he made for
the club. He topped the hundred mark during a number

of seasons and the most goals he kicked in a game was nine
against York in a 51-12 win at the Recreation Ground on the 16th
August 1958. )

John was a quiet spoken, proud gentleman who died in the West
Cumberland Hospital this week aged eighty years. Our thoughts
are with his family at this sad time, no doubt John will be looking
down on the Recreation Ground today shouting the lads on. He
will be remembered as one of the favourite sons of Haven, a club
legend.
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