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TRIES IN A SEASON: Nick Johnson, 25 - 2004
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DROP GOALS IN A MATCH: Neil Roden v Workinton Town, 2 - dec 17th 2000 at Derwent Park
John Braddish v Hull KR, 2 - Dec 16th 2001 at New Craven Park
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We, as a club are delighted
that the league has been
able to secure a new
sponsor for divisions one
and two as the standard of
rugby has been increasing
year on year and it certainly deserves backing. To
have the support of such a well known name is
testament to this and the Oldham club hopes that
the sponsorship is a massive success over the
course of its initial two year deal.

The game against Featherstone is an ideal one to
start the league off with as it brings to Oldham a
team who have made no secret of the fact that
their sole aim this year is to get out of this division
and their recruitment during the off season is proof
of this with a number of players with Super League
experience joining them.

It will certainly be a big test for us but after a long
and difficult period in the club’s history we have
won three of the last four games and believe you
me it is a while since we were able to say that!
Last Sunday ourselves and Barrow became the
only two remaining second division teams in the
Carnegie Challenge Cup after winning at Keighley.
It certainly wasn't a vintage performance
particularly as we made far too many mistakes
with the ball in the first half but the lads showed a
lot of character to turn it around in the second half
and get into the hat for the fifth round.

Tonight we bring up the curtain on the 2007 Co-
operative National League campaign with the first
fixture of the new season.

As a result of that our home game against Swinton
which should have taken place on 13 May will now
have to be re- arranged but we are hoping to have
a new date for this by the time you are reading
these notes.

Since our last home game we have welcomed lan
Hodson back to the club and he showed us what
we have been missing at Keighley. We have also
signed Lee Sanderson, Lucas Onyango and Tony
Tonks to further strengthen the squad and we wish
them all the very best in their careers at Oldham.

Thank you, as ever, for your support in the recent:

games, certainly at Swinton it was almost like a
home game and your vocal and physical support
is very much appreciated as is demonstrated by
the team at the end of each game.

We are hoping for a decent crowd tonight on the
back of recent results and | am sure the
Featherstone fans will be in good voice as both
sides look to get their league season off with a win.
Please get behind the lads as they try to get those
vital three points.

Enjoy the game

C\ws

s Visit our website today! WWW.roughyeds.co.uk
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Approved repairers to all
leading insurance companies

Telephone
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Cross Street Bottom o’th Moor

Oldham OL4 1JG MON - SAT 10.30-5.30

0161 633 0074

24 HOUR RECOVERY SERVICE
* QUALITY WORKMANSHIP ALWAYS -

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8181
alternatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938
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I think everyone who has watched
us regularly so far this season will
be in agreement that our
performances have been solid
rather than spectacular. It does
take time, of course, for a new team to gel, for
combinations to start working properly and for
systems that are possibly new to a lot of the
players to be accepted and understood.

However, in recent games we have shown we are
capable of producing good football, notably at
Swinton and in the second half at Keighley.

The challenge for us now is to make sure we can
produce that form consistently, not only over 80
minutes but on a match-to-match basis.

If we can start doing that we can then justifiably
claim to be a football team.

As far as recruitment goes Bill Quinn has publicly
announced that he wants to see us out of this
division as soon as possible.

The recent signings of Lee Sanderson, Lucas
Onyango and Tony Tonks will considerably
strengthen the squad and if more reinforcements
are needed, for whatever reason, then I'm sure the
club will do everything it can to bring in more new
players.

One big difference from last year is in the
POSITIVE vocal support the team is now getting
from the supporters. This was particularly evident
early on in the Northern Rail Cup when results
didn't quite reflect our performances.

Welcorﬁe to Boundary Park for our first league game in Co-
Operative National League Two, and welcome to Featherstone,
who are sure to provide us with a stiff challenge.

RYDER

DUTTON

Opening up the world of property

Branches at: Oldham, Chadderton, Glossop, Shaw,
Middleton, Heywood, Saddleworth, Mossley,
Ashton-U-Lyne, Wakefield, Halifax & Huddersfield

Telephone: 0161 652 1234

www.ryder-dutton.co.uk

Fans have stayed patient with us, and that was
very noticeable again in the first half at Keighley
last week when things were not going too well for
us.

Believe me, it does make a big difference and the
patience the fans demonstrate is a huge help to
players when things are not going quite right.

It has certainly helped us to start heading in the
right direction in the build-up to this evening's
start of the league campaign, which has yielded
three wins out of the last four outings, all of them
away from home at East Hull, Swinton Lions and
Keighley Cougars.

As | said at the start I'm sure tonight's game will
provide us with a tough challenge, but it's the sort
of challenge we have to meet and overcome if we
are to get out of division two at the first time of
asking.

It's certainly a game that will give us a clear
indication of how far we have come towards
reaching our objective which is to get out of this
division as soon as we can.

We are all delighted, obviously, to be in the fifth
round of the Carnegie Challenge Cup. Cup runs
arouse great interest among supporters and |
daresay a lot of our fans were glued to their TV
sets last night to see who we would be playing in
the next round.

After the win at Keighley a reporter (I think it was
Matthew from the Chronicle) asked me who |
would like to meet in the next round. To start with,
you don't have any choice in the matter. More
importantly than that, as | told him, is the fact that
the next round of the cup is a few weeks away and
my only concern, as soon as the game finished at
Cougar Park, was our next challenge: tonight's
game against Rovers.

| know it's an old cliche, but we take one step at a
time -- one challenge at a time. Right now, the cup
draw and the next round are the last things on my
mind. Believe me, my thoughts and those of the
players have been on one team only ---
Featherstone Rovers --- since 4.30pm, or
thereabouts, last Sunday afternoon.

Enjoy the game,
Deaks
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Official Suppliers of sports medical
products to the Roughyeds

Kit out your club, school, clinic or
fitness centre with the very latest in
sports medical care

To contact us, either drop into our
Oldham office, (individual purchases

welcome) or call us on 0161 633 5533
or log on to www.fit4sportltd.com

Fit4Sport Ltd, Unit 2 Milking Green, Hartshead Street,
Lees, Oldham, OL4 SEE

AlNNS
furnishers
112/114 Yorkshire Street, Oldham
Fantastic range of
Fireside, Manual
and Lift and Rise
Recliner Chairs
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Wardrobes ...
choose from hinged,
folding or sliding doors

Tel: 0161 624 177

www.mannsfurnishers.co.uk

foner ——”!“ m Easy access for the disabled
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DAY PASS

for all Oldham Rugby Club’s supporters

To claim your free pass call us on

Featherstall Road South, Oldham OL9 6HL

Please produce this advert at reception to claim your free day pass at Better Health Club. One advert per person.

by Roger Halstead

BIRTHDAY BOY'S TOAST TO FUTURE SUCCESS!

BILL QUINN. ..
new owner

L\

CHRIS HAMILTON . . .
chief executive

F

MARCH 21, 2007 represented a milestone in the
history of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd when it was
announced that legalities were complete and that
Bill Quinn was the new chairman and owner with
a 75 per cent shareholding and a controlling
interest in the company.

Four days later, and on his 41st birthday, he had
double cause to raise a glass in celebration, given
that the Roughyeds' first competitive win against
professional opposition in a year had coincided
with his match-day debut as legally-confirmed
and publicised new chairman.

It was originally thought, when Roughyeds broke
news of the pending boardroom changes in
February, that Bill would be buying 52 per cent of
the shares with Chris Hamilton and Sean
Whitehead each retaining 24 per cent.

By the time legalities were signed and sealed a
few weeks later, however, further talks and
negotiations at boardroom level had resulted in
Bill taking 75 per cent, leaving Chris and Sean
each with 12.5 per cent after their phenomenal
feat in keeping the club alive over the previous two
years in the face of £250,000 tax demands.

Bill has spoken several times since of his
admiration for all Chris and Sean achieved in
keeping the club afloat against massive odds and
of his continuing support for his fellow directors
and for Chris in his role as chief executive.

The new chairman has also urged rugby league
fans in the town to get behind him and the three-
man board as the club sets out on its rebuilding
programme.

At that stage talking exclusively to fans via the
club's official website, he outlined his hopes and
ambitions for steering Roughyeds up the rugby
league ladder with a new stadium and a place in
Super League as ultimate goals.

He said he was passionate in his belief that he
and his fellow directors, Chris and Sean, must
have the support and backing of rugby league
enthusiasts in the town.

This was his message:

"Chris and myself have been spending a lot of
time talking to agents and players in a bid to
strengthen the squad. Injuries have hit us hard,
but the squad needed strengthening anyway.

"This is all part of the rebuilding programme which

Chris, Sean and | have been discussing for
several months

"Now that everything has gone through from the
legal point of view, the rebuilding can start.

"MY INTENTION NOW IS TO PUSH THIS CLUB AS
FAR FORWARD AS WE CAN GO AND AS
QUICKLY AS WE CAN GO.

"The most important and most immediate thing is
to get out of NL2 as soon as we can; get into
division one; and build a decent team that can
work well at that level.

"Off the field, one of the most important things is
to start looking at the stadium issue. Chris and
Sean will soon be introducing me to the leaders of
Oldham Council and we will take things from
there.

"Ultimately, | would like to see us back in Super
League but there is a lot of hard work to do on and
off the field before we get there and we are going
to need the backing of everyone in Oldham who
wants to see Roughyeds heading back to the top.

“I've been enjoying talking to new players. | want
them at our club. | want the team to put defeats
behind them and to get into a winning habit. Once
we achieve that, we will have started the long haul
back.

"People might wonder why | was going to buy 52
per cent of the shares in the company, and then
ended up with 75 per cent. It was to show that,
having been around for a few weeks, | was even
more committed to the club and to the task | was
taking on, and | wanted to further demonstrate my
belief in the club and in Chris, Sean, coach Steve
Deakin, the players and the fans.

"I can promise that everybody at the club will work
hard to take it forward --- and we want supporters
behind us every inch of the way.

"There is no point, and nothing to be gained, in
supporters criticising what we are trying to do
while staying away.

"We want the fans down at the club, supporting
us. The ones who are prepared to back us at the
turnstiles and pay their money have a right to
criticise and we will take those criticisms on
board. But don't stay away. That benefits nobody.

*Hopefully, and now that everything is settled
legally, we can all start to enjoy the changes we
introduce as and when they happen.

As | have said before | am in this for the long haul
--- and with the backing of the fans, the town and
the council we can take this club a long way.




Because tonight's game
has been brought forward
Oldham and Featherstone have
the honour of kicking-off the new
Co-operative National Leagues
and, despite tomorrow's televised
Leigh v. Widnes game, there could
hardly be two better known clubs to
kick start the new season.

- with Geoff Cooke

These notes were written before the result of the Keighley cup
tie was known but following Oldham's convincing win at Swinton,
Roughyeds fans will be in much better heart than might have been
the case. For, make no mistake about it, not only did Oldham win at
Swinton they won in style. Perhaps a bit early to start shouting the
odds but not too soon for some well overdue optimism.

The appointment of Tony Smith as Great Britain Coach will have
produced groans in many quarters as yet another Australian heads up
our national team. As you know | am not one of those who believes the

national Coach has to be English. In my view you always appoint the best
man for the job irrespective of nationality. And if any further proof were
needed just reflect on what the F.A. have achieved with the England soccer
team. Steve Mclaren when you could have had Phil Scolari or Gus
Hydynck, both with proven track records of success at international level.
So, if Smith's the best man for the job - and he has a good record in British
club rugby - let's back him. And, hopefully, we can see some new faces in
the team instead of Brian Noble's old pals act. The only downside to Smith's
appointment would be, if the rumours are correct, that Hull K.R. lose their
excellent Coach Justin Morgan to Leeds. Oldhamers know what it feels like to
lose a coach because of international needs, having in the past lost both Jim
Challinor and Frank Myler that way. The last thing Hull K.R. need when trying
to establish their credentials in the top flight is to lose a man of such obvious
influence.

If I have a favourite Super League side it is ( for no apparent reason )
Wakefield. So it's very gratifying to see John Kear's side riding high in the
league. If in any way this is because of the salary cap then I'm all in favour. And
if salary cap regulations mean young fullbacks with everything to prove (
Wigan's Chris Ashton ) desert to Rugby Union so be it. Because all those
decrying the deal with Northampton are way off the mark. Has Rugby League
fallen apart because of previous departures? Of course not. The production
line of talent is far too strong thanks to our amateur and Academy structure.
Anyway, when it all blows up in his face he'll be back. And with Michael Withers
on board | den't tnirk Wigan are scratching around for  a replacement, do
you?

Sports Injury?

Capio Oaklands Hospital is a leading private hospital situated in Salford, Greater Manchester
offering a range of treatments for Pain Relief, Physiotherapy and Sports Injuries.

Conveniently situated for the A580 and the M602, other treatments available include:

» Cosmetic Dentistry » Cosmetic Surgery * Dermatology * Ear, Nose & Throat Surgery
» Gastro-Enterology * General Surgery * Maxillo-facial Surgery * Orthopaedic Surgery
» Ophthalmic Surgery * Podiatry « Urology * Vascular Surgery

* X-ray, MRI and Ultrasound

For more information please call 0161 787 3461 or visit www.capio.co.uk

Capio Oaklands Hospital
19 Lancaster Road
Salford

Manchester, M6 8AQ

@ Capio Oaklands Hospital
Your health in good hands
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LITTLE BIG MAN JOINS THE JET SET
AFTER HIS FLYING START TO 2007

The bang-in-form
Roughyeds' full-back is
eagerly looking forward to
the holiday of a lifetime yet,
throughout his time in
Hong Kong, Australia, New
Zealand and Thailand, he
will keep one eye on what's
happening back home to
the team and the club he
left behind.
Already this season, and
the Co-operative National
League Two campaign has
still to get underway, 22-
year-old O'Connor has
done more than enough to
become a fans' favourite
here at Boundary Park.
Accolades dont lie. Three
man-of-the-match prizes
and the odd champagne-
moment award are ample
proof that the little chap
from Widnes has been on
the top of his game as
Roughyeds have used the Northern Rail Cup to prepare for
what is sure to be a massively competitive Co-operative NL2
campaign, starting this evening with the visit of fancied
« Featherstone Rovers.
All things being equal he will squeeze in the first half a dozen
league games before he heads off into the sunset.
By the time he gets back on September 11 Oldham will have
completed their regular fixtures and will, hopefully, be getting
ready for an assault on the top six play-offs. O'Connor is
contracted to Oldham to the end of November, but whether
we will see him in a Roughyeds jersey after the home game
against Barrow Raiders on May 20 depends on many factors.
If Steve Deakin's men were to finish top of the division, for
instance, and gain promotion automatically the season would
be over for them while Paul was still adventuring his way
around Thailand.
On the other hand, if Roughyeds failed to make the play-offs
there would again be no point in Paul dashing back.
For Oldham to call on their reliable No 1 come mid-
September they will have to be getting ready to be involved in
play-off drama and excitement and coach Deakin will have to
take the view that he can use a man who has been away on
a three-month sabbatical while others have been sweating
blood all summer in the Roughyeds' cause.

PAUL O’CONNOR

PAUL QO'Connor, little man with the heart of a lion,
will have mixed feelings when he packs his bags
towards the end of May to head off on a 14-week
trip to the other side of the world.

All that apart, Paul will have to be able to show that he is in fit
shape physically to be thrust into play-off action after all those
weeks away from the sport

‘There are a lot of imponderables," he said, 'but to be honest
Deaks and | haven't spoken about it much. We have been
concentrating more on what is happening now rather than
what might happen at the end of the season.

"I decided to go travelling at the end of the 2006 season. | had
completed my Masters at Leeds Met and after spending most
of my life up to that point in study | thought it was time for a
change and time for a look at a bit of the world.

‘It was half-way through the close season. All my travel
arrangements were in place, but when Oldham knew | was
going to be around until the end of May they gave me a
fantastic opportunity --- a chance to play AND travel. It was
just too good to throw up.”

Deaks knew what he was signing, of course, because
O'Connor had previously impressed him while playing three
games for Roughyeds on loan from Widnes last season,
these against Rochdale, Batley and Doncaster last July.
Similarly, Paul knew what he was coming to --- and he was
chuffed to get the chance to play the sport he loves, having
previously come to accept that if he was going to to travel the
world he would almost certainly have to take the full 2007
season off.

It wasn't the first time he had come to a similar decision. In his
first year at Liverpool Hope University he put rugby league on
the back burner, concentrated on his sports studies, and
merely played a bit of soccer and social rugby union at
weekends for recreation.

All that was to quickly change in his second year at Liverpool.
But where did it all start? Where did Paul acquire and then
develop his interest in rugby league?

"My brother David is two years older than me and, basically, |
just followed him through St Bede's junior school in Widnes
and then on to Widnes Tigers," recalled Paul. "Our Mum and
Dad only got interested when we did. You see, the only thing
in Widnes really for kids is rugby league --- football and rugby
union don't arouse much interest.

‘I went to Tigers when | was aged eight or nine but a couple
of years later the team disbanded and the lads who were left
moved en bloc to St Maries. | played for Maries until | was 18
and went off to university.

It was at the start of his second year that he heard the
university rugby league squad had some decent players who
took their sport seriously. He accepted the challenge and was
soon to become heavily involved with the Students Rugby
League

He had no trouble getting into the Liverpool Hope side which,
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in his first year with them, defeated Leeds Met in the final at
Warrington to lift the BUSA Cup. Paul played on the wing and
occasionally at hooker.

With a name like O'Connor, a brave heart and no small amount
of skill and expertise, he soon had Ireland Students enlisting his
services and he played in the green shirt of his great-
grandparents' homeland in the 2004 Home Nations tournament
against England, Scotland and Wales down in Swansea.

His all-action performances in that tournament earned the little
guy a spot in the Great Britain and Ireland Students' squad for the
2005 series against Australia. Paul played on the wing for a
British side that was beaten twice by the Aussies, first at
Dewsbury and then in Warrington at the Halliwell Jones Stadium
The Brits were coached by Gary Wilkinson (later to guide
Sheffield Eagles to promotion from NL2) and included Martin
Ainscough, now Leigh's stand-off, as well as a few others who
are now scattered around the Co-operative National Leagues.
While O'Connor was winning student international honours, he
was also attracting the attention of hometown Widnes.

And in a hectic period of his young life he joined Widnes
Academy, graduated at Liverpool Hope, started a Masters at
Leeds Met in sport and exercise science and was picked to fly to
Australia in the summer of 2005 with Ireland Students for the
World Cup.

The Irish finished last in competition with England, Scotland,
Wales, Australia, New Zealand, the Pacific Islands and France,
but Paul had a "great time" in Queensland where he developed
his appetite for more world travel

Back home, his studies continued in Leeds and he also signed
a part-time contract with Widnes in time for the start of the 2006
season

He had already played for Widnes in the 2005 senior academy
grand final, in which the Vikings were beaten by Leeds, and he
was to play for Vikings again in the 2006 final, this time beaten by
Halifax at The Shay.

In between, he played ten first-team games for Widnes, plus the
three first-team games he enjoyed with Oldham at the bottom
end of NL1.

‘I ' was tempted to stay with Oldham then," he explained, "but
Steve McCormack (Widnes coach) said the decision was up to
me and that, if | wished, | could go back to Widnes and fight for
a first-team spot.

‘I went for it, but it didn't happen and so at the end of last season
| made the decision to head off on my travels. Then Deaks rang
me and you know the rest.

"l be sorry to leave at the end of May because I'm really enjoying
myself here. The atmosphere is a lot different than last year. Then
we were fighting against relegation. Now, we are all geared up
towards the target of promotion, and that is bound to make a big
difference.

"It will be a very tough division, but if we can do well home and
away against the likes of Featherstone and Celtic Crusaders and
reach a good level of consistency | think we will be there or
thereabouts.

"I'm pleased at the way things are going on a personal level. At
Widnes | felt | could have been pushing for a first-team place and
| lke to think my form for Oldham so far this season has
reaffirmed that.

‘None of us is getting carried away, though. We havent won
many games and we know we can all improve our individua
performances."




Next month there will be an important milestone in the history of
Oldham Rugby League Football Club. On Friday May 18th it will
be 50 years to the very day since Bernard Ganley lifted the
Championship trophy at Odsal to the delight of thousands and
thousands of Roughyeds fans. And, for at least of those of us still
around, surely a day of celebration.

50 years ago! Where's it gone? | was eleven at the time living in a
terraced house - complete with the obligatory outside loo and a
tin bath hanging on a nail on the backyard wall - hardly a Charlie
Winslade pass from Watersheddings’ popular side stand. Posters
displayed in the downstairs window of half a dozen houses in our
row offered coach seats to Bradford for Saturday’s big match.
Oldham vs. Hull...3/-. Success was one of only a handful of things
not rationed at that time, so, despite post-war austerity business
was brisk.

Coaches were commandeered from all over the county. Ours was
an old job from Wigan. The driver said that the very same coach
had taken Oldham fans to the 1927 Challenge Cup final when the
Watersheddings' side played Swinton at Central Park and that it
had been spirited away during the war so as not to be called in for
scrap!

Coaches and cars (but mostly coaches) snaked over the
Pennines wagon train formation. There were crates of bottled beer
on board - a couple of which were compliments of the Wellington
on Ripponden Rd where Oldham stalwart Percy Carter was mine-
host. | remember the moans when the driver had to make yet

50 YEARS ---- WHERE’S IT GONE?

another comfort stop. On the basis that we didn't want to get
snarled up with the Hull wagon train we parked on a side street
miles from Odsal.

Although the lead changed hands four times and there was an
exciting climax the 1956-57 Championship final wasn't a classic.
All the indicators had pointed to the fact that it should have been.
Oldham had won 33 league matches that season - a record for the
competition at that time - their 893 points (remember only three
points for a try in those days) being the greatest haul since
Wagstaff's rampant Huddersfield side clocked-up 996 way back
before the First World War. The Roughyeds had earned
themselves the reputation of being a team that played open rugby
to some style whilst opponents and reigning champions Hull,
renowned for the strength of their pack, also had a set of backs
that given the opportunity could take advantage.

The Oldham Evening Chronicle's reporter of the period, wrote of
his hometown side, “Not for a long time on the field of rugby have
so few brought so much colour into grimy Oldham life. Off the field
too, Oldham have managed to keep things hotted-up in the world
of controversy; retirements, transfer requests and revolts have all
helped them to be the most talked-about team this century. But
Oldham will be best remembered for its rugby.... its charming,
hair-raising, honest-to-goodness, fan-winning rugby league.”

At the end of that season’s campaign Oldham sat proudly at the
top of the single division of 30 clubs with 66 points whilst the
Boulevard side finished runners-up with 60. The top four clubs

played off for the two final spots. 20,000 spectators were
shoehorned into Watersheddings to watch Oldham beat fourth
placed Leeds 22-12, whilst Hull slaughtered third placed Barrow
45-14.

The match was played on a bright, late spring Saturday afternoon,
the 62,217 Odsal crowd almost double that for the Hull vs. Halifax
final the previous season and - unlike the modern era - the stadium
wasn't awash with colourful favours but a sea of cloth caps, trilbies,
uniforms and gabardine.

The two teams lined up as follows:

Hull; Colin Hutton: Stan Cowan, Geoff Dannatt, Carl Turner,
Ivor Watts: Rowley Moat, Tommy Finn: Mick Scott, Tommy
Harris, Jim Drake, Cyril Sykes, Bill Drake, Johnny Whiteley.
(Manager-coach Roy Francis).

Oldham; Bernard Ganley: Dick Cracknell, Alan Davies, Dennis
Ayres, John Etty: Frank Daley, Frank Pitchford: Ken Jackson,
Jack Keith, Don Vines, Sid Little, Charlie Winslade, Derek
Turner. (Manager-coach Griff Jenkins).

Referee: Matt Coates (Pudsey).
Colours: Hull - black and white; Oldham - red and white.

Oldham's centre Alan Davies, forwards Sid Littie and Derek Turner,
along with Hull's Welsh hooker Tommy Harris, had earlier in the
season figured in the Ashes- winning series against the touring
Australians and subsequently all four plus Hull's loose-forward
Johhny Whiteley had been selected for the forthcoming World
Cup.

In Oldham the match is still remembered as the Frank Pitchford
final. Roughyeds'’ fans still talk about how in the dying minutes the
explosive scrum-half had been instrumental in extending
Oldham's lead from just one point to four and then in a moment of
madness almost threw the match away. It started with Hull
attacking the Oldham line with seven minutes to go and the game
on a knife-edge. Scottish winger Stan Cowan dropped the ball
only for the spring-heeled Oldham half to scoop it up, culminating
in winger John Etty scoring an unconverted try in the corner
pushing the score out to 15-11. Then came that moment of
madness. Oldham fans were counting down the clock when
Pitchford quite unnecessarily attempted one of his trademark long
passes, only to give Cowan chance to intercept and fully make
amends for his earlier error. All full-back Bernard Ganley could do
was to stop the wingman from touching down under the posts.
With the score at 15-14 in Oldham’s favour, goal-kicker Colin
Hutton had only to convert to win the game. It was all over bar the
shouting. But, much to Oldham's relief and Hull's woe, the
normally reliable kicker missed a sitter.

The Roughyeds' had started the match firm favourites but it was
soon evident that the reigning champions weren'’t about to give up
their title without a scrap. Hutton opened Hull's account in just the
fourth minute when he kicked a penalty goal awarded for Oldham
falling off-side. The Roughyeds’ hooker Jack Keith was taking a
pasting from Tommy Harris in the early scrums but despite being
starved of the ball Oldham were first to cross for a try. In the 24th
minute Welsh international second-row forward Charlie Winslade
split the Hull defence with a magnificent break and passed the ball
to Pitchford, who in turn put Etty in for the first of his brace of tries.
Beating Harris the winger turned inside to score close to the post,
allowing marksman Ganley an easy conversion to put the score at
52,

Just five minutes later Oldham were again in trouble when a fussy
Coates pulled them up for being offside at the scrum. Hutton again
took advantage to narrow the Oldham lead to just one point.
Oldham’s loose-forward Derek Turner was then held up over the
line and second-rower Sid Little had a try disallowed for a double

movement but it was the Airlie-Birds who went into the break 6-5
in front, after Hutton dropped a goal seconds before the half time
whistle.

It had been an unattractive first half. A combination of tenacious
Hull tackling and Harris dominating the scrums had hardly allowed
the Watersheddings' side to further practice the fast-flowing style
that its fans had become to expect. And, worse was to come.
Expecting the half time dressing-down to have the desired effect,
Oldham supporters were driven to silence when just five minutes
into the second half Hull's international loose-forward Johhny
Whiteley made the gap for centre Carl Tumner to break through and
crash through a desperate tackle by Dennis Ayres to score under
the posts. A delighted Colin Hutton added the extras to put the
Humbersiders 11-5 in front.

For the next 25 minutes Oldham dominated the game. The
unfortunate Hull second-row Cyril Sykes (down injured) was
penalised by referee Coates for not playing the ball. Ganley
converted from halfway to reduce the margin to 11-7.

The Oldham forwards were now well on top with Derek Turner
giving the Hull forwards a torrid time. Welsh prop-forward Don
Vines got centre Alan Davies away. Davies in turn fed the ball to
fellow centre Dennis Ayres, who scored just wide of the sticks.
Ganley converted to take the score to 12-11. Pitchford, with the line
open, was brought back for a forward pass, as later was Sid Little.
Then came the Etty and Cowan tries.

Even then the game wasn't dead. In the last few seconds a Mick
Scott kick settled behind the Oldham line only for John Etty to
nudge Geoff Dannatt in the race to the ball. To Oldham fans' relief
the ball was made dead, the final whistle blew and the celebrations
could begin. Mr. E. Hardaker, the Hull FC chairman told the
Oldham Evening Chronicle, “I'm satisfied with the result. Oldham
were certainly the best team on the day and just about deserved to
win", whilst Oldham’s chairman, Mr. W. Howard added, “Even
suffering an off-day Oldham still showed that they were worthy
champions. It has been a great season.” The Chronicle’s man
summed it up, “It was a rugged final with a fantastic finish, and
though Oldham were not their normal selves they still left no doubt
that as far as class went they were much better than Hull.”

Looking back over all those years one of rugby league's oddities
surely must be that a club of Oldham's stature, which, for almost
all of its 80 years history had lorded it amongst the best, has, since
that day in 1957, failed to reach the final of the Challenge Cup,
Championship, First Division Premiership or even the John
Player/Regal Trophy never mind winning it. Considering that there
have been frequent periods during the last 50 years when the club,
founder members of Super League, have been feared by the best
and a trip to Watersheddings low on any club’s wish list, it's quite
remarkable. What odds would the bookies give last year's double
winners St Helens against not appearing in another major final
before 20577

That being said, one thing’s for sure, Alan Davies, John Etty,
Frank Stirrup, Sid Little, Bernard Ganley & Co will be back in
town on May 18th to celebrate in style. Why not join them. |
am.

Watch the press for details.

Brian Walker

Does anyone have a copy of the Oldham
RLFC Supporters’ 1957 Year Book they could
let us have?

ORLFC Heritage Trust
(Phone Brian Walker on 01457 875084)

vISIT THE OLDHAM RL HERITAGE TRUST WEBSITE WWW.ORL-HERITAGETRUST.ORG.UK OR ALTERNATIVELY VISIT VIA THE CLUB'S WEBSITE WWW.ROUGHYEDS.CO.UK CLICKING THE HERITAGE TRUST BUTTON.




RECYCLING SYSTEMS + SHREDDING » CRUSHING * SCREENING * WASHING ¢ WOOD CHIPPING * FORESTRY
* SPARES » SERVICE

and their backers

(Sponsor a player -- and help the club)

OLDHAM RLFC
SUPPORT
GROUP

' - 4 SPONSORED BY

NACONENAR
VI CELILISLVEL Cheg ANDY
CRABTREE

o SPONSORED BY

= WM. QUINN

Good Luck to B
f LA 0161 276 8160

DREW
HOUSTON
SPONSORED BY
NUTWERP AND
BOLTON
ROUGHYED

Waste Processing

CRAIG
LITTLER

@ Sorted!
; ortea: SPONSORED BY
BACKHUS WM. QUINN
Kompost - Technologie GROUP LTD.
GENERAL 0161 276 8160
KINEMATICS
KIVERCO. . B =k SPONSORED BY
RECYCLING SYSTE { [ d

¥ H MULLANEY AND
SON (SKIP HIRE)
LTD 01457 832870

) £ ’ |
POWERSCREEN |

A TEREX i
COMPANY i

MICHAEL
STOUT

SPONSORED BY

B v Quinn

| Bl 01612768160

Materials
Processing Specialists
F TEREX (.
PEGSON D‘ % SPONSORED BY

0845 230 4460

Appleton Thorn Trading Estate, Warrington WA4 4SN. - Porptn
Fax: 0845 658 2314

STEVE
» DEAKIN
www.bluemachinery.com o g

WM. QUINN

i,
{ : GROUP LTD.
£
y S Bl 0161276 8160

JASON

BOULTS
SPONSORED BY
M NEILD

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.

0161 276 8160

(BUILDERS) LTD
0161 627 1662

ANDY
GOREY
SPONSORED BY
NEATPLANTS.

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN

GROUP LTD.

0161 276 8160

CO.UK
01261 821535

SIMEON
HOYLE
SPONSORED BY

NIGEL
MARLAND

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.

0161 276 8160

RICHARD
MERVILL

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN

SPONSORED BY
TOTALPLUS
COMMUNICATIONS

GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160

SPONSORED BY

F R ELSWOOD

LTD (CEILINGS
AND PARTITIONS)

) 0161 678 6306

SPONSORED BY
F R ELSWOOD
LTD (CEILINGS
AND PARTITIONS)
0161 678 6306

SAID
TAMGHART
SPONSORED BY
JOHN AND

LYNDA
MCANDREW

SPONSORED BY
JOHN BARRETT

LUCAS
ONYANGO

LEE
SANDERSON

SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD. GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160 0161 276 8160
PAUL PHIL
HULBERT i HAYWARD

KITMAN v‘ PHYSIOTHERAPIST
SPONSORED BY SPONSORED BY
PENINSULA

JOBLOTSAND BUSINESS
BARGAINS ON — SERVICES LTD
EBAY 0161 834 2773

GENO
COSTIN
SPONSORED BY

TOTAL PLUS
COMMUNICATIONS|
0161 343 8181

SPONSORED BY

MESSAGE BOARD
FAITHFUL

GARETH
LANGLEY

SPONSORED BY
SADDLEWORTH
SPORTS LTD
01457 872515

STUART
OLDHAM

SPONSORED BY
WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160

SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160

LEE
WINGFIELD
SPONSORED BY
O.RISA

0161 633 9578

SPONSORED BY

WM. QUINN
GROUP LTD.
0161 276 8160

GOAL
KICKER

SPONSORED BY

OLDHAM
ELECTRICAL

SUPPLIES LTD
0161 652 8131



neW kidS On by Roger Halstead

Roughyeds swoop for talented trio

ROUGHYEDS completed their third new
signing in ten days over the weekend with the
capture of young Bradford Bulls prop Tony
Tonks, who spent the whole of last season out
on loan at Doncaster Lakers.

A Normanton lad, he spent six seasons at

Odsal --- including last year when he was
loaned out --- and he isn't 22 until later this
month.

He comes on the high recommendation of
Bradford coach Steve McNamara and he will
be a huge asset to Roughyeds as they seek
to extend and improve the size and overall
quality of their squad for the challenges that
lie ahead in the battle to get out of Co-
Operative National League Two at the earliest
opportunity.

He was a full-time pro at Bradford where, in
2003 at the age of 18, he was named the
junior academy side's most improved
performer. It was felt he would benefit from a
season in NL1 with Doncaster and he fulfilled
the confidence Bulls had in him by playing in
every Doncaster game bar three.

Part of his settlement agreement with
Bradford was that he would be released
without a fee and, in order to sign him on a
deal until the end of November, Roughyeds
had to fend off competition from other clubs,
including interest from one club in France.

Tony said: “| am starting a new phase of my
rugby career and | wanted it to be at a club
that was moving forward and striving to go
places. Having talked to Oldham | was left in
no doubt that | could be a part of something
good."

In the few days prior to the Tonks deal going
through, Roughyeds had also underlined their
intentions by recruiting half-back Lee
Sanderson from Barrow and signing the
former Widnes Vikings winger Lucas
Onyango.

Lee is the nephew of former Oldham hooker
lan Sanderson, who played 76 games for the
club between 1984 and 1989. He turned pro
for hometown Leigh and later moved to
London Broncos where he suffered a serious
knee injury.

Brief spells followed at Rochdale and Barrow,
to whom Roughyeds paid an undisclosed
transfer fee to acquire the services of an
undoubtedly talented player, who is hoping a
change of club will bring a change of luck.

He made an impressive debut as Simeon
Hoyle's replacement hooker at Swinton, but
he couldn't play at Keighley in the cup
because he signed after the deadline.

Lucas Onyango, aged 25, was also sidelined
at Keighley for the same reasons but, like
Tonks, he is sure to make his debut soon.

He is only the second high profile Kenyan
rugby union player to change codes since
Edward Rombo signed for Leeds in 1990.

Lucas, a flier, represented Kenya at RU
sevens in the 2002 Commonwealth Games in
Manchester and also in the 2005 Rugby
World Sevens in Hong Kong.

He had a brief spell with Sale Sharks and he
was leading try scorer for Manchester RU
Club in the 2004-5 winter season before
signing a one-year contract with Widnes
Vikings.

In an article in 'Springbok Rugby' in
December, 2005, headlined ‘Lucas Onyango
goes League', Lucas said: "League is like
playing a longer version of sevens with 13
men -- and you don't have many breakdowns
like in sevens.

"There are no rucks, mauls, line-outs. It is fast
and requires a lot of fitness, which we see a
lot of at training with the fitness coach.

"It is good to realise my dream of being a
professional rugby player. | would like to see
more of the lads at home working harder to
also realise their dreams of playing abroad.

"Rugby League is as big as football in the
North of England and that's why it was easy
for me to make the decision to cross over. The
fans are really passionate and show up in
thousands to the games.

"The coaches are great. | found it hard at first
to learn the new rules, but practice makes
perfect. | am working hard on it and | can't
wait to show the fans and my new team mates
what | am made of."

LEE SANDERSON
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THE MEN WHO CARRY ROUGHYEDS' HOPES AND AMBITIONS INTO 2007.

ASHTON, Paul (half-back): Aged 27, Paul
learned his trade at Saddleworth before
playing for Halifax, Rochdale, Keighley and
Swinton. Got his big chance at Oldham in
2006, initially on a week-to-week basis, and
did enough to earn a full contract for 2007.
Can play at scrum-half or stand-off.

BAINES, Chris (back-row): A young forward
who also did enough for coach Steve Deakin
last year, while on loan from Warrington, to
win a contract for the latter part of 2006 and
then for 2007. Toured New Zealand with Great
Britain Young Lions in 2003. Product of
Chorley Panthers and Wigan St Pat's.

BOULTS, Jason (prop): One of many new
boys in the Roughyeds squad for 2007, 23-
year-old Jason arrived on the
recommendation of two of his former Halifax
team mates, Jamie Bloem and Alan Hadcroft.
Spent four years as a young pro with
Bradford and then had two seasons at The
Shay, missing only a handful of games.

COSTIN, Geno (prop or back-row): A 22-year-
old Aussie, Geno first established himself in
the Queensland Cup with Wynnum-Manly, but
last year played in the same comp for Logan
Souths. A rugby workaholic, he puts in
overtime on defence and, in possession,
always runs strong and straight.

CRABTREE, Andy (hooker): Won Great
Britain academy honours in his Wigan
Warriors days. Came from Swinton this year.
A tidy footballer with good hands and game
awareness, he can also play loose-forward.
Alert and alive at dummy half.

GOREY, Andy (winger): A scrum-half in his
Royton Tigers days, Andy became a good
full-back in the former Roughyeds academy
side. It was as a winger, however, that he
finished 2006 as the club's top try scorer with
ten --- no mean feat in a losing side.

HADCROFT, Alan (centre): A robust middle
back, 29-year-old Alan signed from Halifax for
the 2006 but his paign was
marred by a series of shoulder injuries,
notably at Barrow and Whitehaven. Future as
a player in some doubt, but highly regarded
as coach Steve Deakin's acting No 2.

HODSON, lan (back-row): Initially rejected
new offer for 2007 due to work commitments,
but the Roughyeds door remained open and
he re-signed in March after playing the odd
game or two for Tyldesley RU Club. One of the
club's better performers in 2006, he always
gave maximum input, even when asked to
play at stand-off.

HOUGH, John (hooker): First player to sign
for the 'new' Roughyeds club. Still here nearly
ten years later --- that's loyalty with a capital
L. Joined Warrington from Waterhead as a
boy, but carved himself a niche in the annals
of the new Oldham club when he signed as a
free agent on December 2, 1997. Has played
more than 230 games.

HOUSTON, Drew (second-row or centre):
Once a youngster linked with Melbourne
Storm, Drew had two seasons in the
Queensland Cup with Storm feeder club
Brisbane Norths before heading south to join

Dapto whom he helped to become champions
of the lllawarra competition last year.

HOYLE, Simeon (hooker): Formerly with
Keighley and Halifax, Simeon is a hooker of
the old school ---tough in defence yet able to
make things happen from dummy half.
Helped Keighley to win promotion in 2003 in
the same team as Paul Ashton, Richard
Mervill and lan Sinfield.

LANGLEY, Gareth (winger): Pacy, and a good
finisher, 'Gaz' joined Roughyeds this year
after five years at St Helens. He was Saints
academy player of the year in 2005 and
runner-up in 2006. Played at Salford as a
teenager before joining his hometown club at
Knowsley Road.

LITTLER, Craig (centre): Another Saints old
boy, Craig was Langley's centre for four years
at Knowsley Road. A year younger, he had the
chance of another year with St Helens
academy, but opted to sign for Roughyeds
and continue his centre-wing partnership with
Langley.

MERVILL, Richard (prop): Formerly with
Halifax and Keighley, Richard joined
Roughyeds for 2007 after playing Down
Under in the same Dapto side as Drew
Houston. Suffered a broken hand in one of
his early games for Roughyeds, but goes into
Co-Operative NL2 action in a good seam of
form.

O'CONNOR, Paul (full-back): Signed for
hometown Widnes after winning students'
international honours for Ireland and for
Great Britain. Looked good in three loan
games for Roughyeds in 2006 and returned
on a more permanent basis in 2007, although
he will be away for 14 weeks on a pre-
arranged trip Down Under.

OGDEN, Mark (stand-off): A 23-year-old from

ROGERS, Wes (prop): Aged 29, and club
captain. Like Neil Roden and lan Sinfield, has
rejoined Roughyeds for a spell.
Signed for Widnes as a 15-year-old, then had
three years at Swinton, one here, three at
Rochdale and three more at Swinton before
coming "home" for 2007.

SANDERSON, Lee (halfback, hooker): Signed
in March after a difficult period with Barrow.
Roughyeds paid an undisclosed transfer fee
for the Leigh lad, whose uncle, lan, was an
accomplished Oldham hooker in
Watersheddings days. Lee has previously
played for Leigh, London Broncos, Rochdale
and Barrow.

SINFIELD, lan (back-row):  Another
experienced forward who has returned to his
hometown club for a second stint. Brother of
Leeds captain, Kevin Sinfield, lan played in
the first ever Roughyeds game at F

on New Year's Day, 1998. Had four years here,
then moved on to Rochdale, Keighley and
Swinton.

SMITH, Kris (back-row or centre): Kris, aged
28, has been on the books of four Super
League clubs, namely Leeds, Salford, London
and Halifax. A product of the Eccles amateur
club, he was snapped up by Leeds while still
a t g Joined Roughyeds after four
seasons at Swinton.

STOUT, Michael (second-row or centre):
Signed from Swinton, Michael has a good
turn of speed for a forward and likes to use it
while breaking wide out. Played at academy
level for both Warrington and Widnes. Chose
to join Oldham after rejecting a Swinton offer
for 2007.

TAMGHART, Said (utility): A French
international, Said has represented his
country at every level, including full Test

h inst Australia and New Zealand.

Queensland, Mark is an ished play-
maker who can dictate from outside-half. He
was in the Brishane Broncos development
squad as a teenager and in 2000, aged 17, he
played for Queensland Schoolboys. Reliable
goalkicker for Wynnum and Logan Souths.

OLDHAM, Stuart (winger): Formerly with St
Helens and Swinton, Stuart played his first
serious rugby with Sedgley Park and
Liverpool St Helens RU clubs before
switching codes to join Saints. Had two
seasons with Swinton and became one of six
Lions to sign for Roughyeds for 2007.

ONYANGO, Lucas (winger): A real flier, aged
25, Lucas grew up in rugby union in his native
Kenya. Has played for Sale Sharks,
Manchester and Leigh in Union, and also
Widnes Vikings in League. Did well at Vikings
before damaging a knee. Over that now and

Came under Steve Deakin's influence when
both were at UTC, better known now as
Perpignan-based Catalans Dragons.

TONKS, Tony (prop): Roughyeds have high
hopes of the 22-year-old Yorkshireman,
signed from Bradford Bulls just prior to the
start of the Co-Operative NL2 season. One
year at Wakefield academy, then six at Bulls
as a full-time pro, including last season on
loan at Doncaster.

WILKINSON, Alex (centre, wing): Played his
early rugby with Royton Tigers and toured
with GB schoolboys to Australia in 1999 and
with England academy to New Zealand and
Australia in 2001. While a young pro at
Bradford Bulls, he had loan spells with
London Broncos, Huddersfield and Hull
before going part-time with Roughyeds to
i his di

keen to make the most of his ch at
Oldham.

RODEN, Neil (half-back): Neil rejoined
Roughyeds from Leigh for 2007 after leaving
the club initially to go to Batley in 2004. In his
first stint here he scored 290 points (68 tries
and 18 drop goals) in 142 games over four
and a half seasons. Has overtaken Mark
Sibson as the 'new’ club's leading all-time try
scorer.

WINGFIELD, Lee (second-row): Played for GB
at amateur level in Russia, France and
Australia, but desperately unlucky with
injuries since he turned pro for Roughyeds on
a two-year deal covering 2006 and 2007. In
top form early this year, but then broke a hand
before suffering a serious knee injury against
Swinton on his first game back.
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| heartily approve of some of the things
done by our leaders at the RFL. One
example is their successful effort to
generate what might be regarded as
ethically-acceptable sponsors for the
game, in Northern Rail, Engage, Leeds
Met. and now the Co-operative movement
- quite an achievement, in what | am sure
has not been an easy market in which to
operate. Another is the success in getting
some National Leagues TV exposure. No
doubt the aim is for the current deal with
Sky to be merely the starting point -
though this now will very much depend on
the clubs involved, and how effectively
they work to make a success of the
coverage. | hope they are putting huge
collective efforts into making tomorrow
night’s first broadcast something which
will set a high standard. We will all benefit
if the “product” is such that there are
several broadcasters competing to get
the contract next time it comes up.

In spite of some of the criticism they have
received, | approve too of the move to a
panel of full-time referees. There can be
no denying that there have been a few
high-profile errors made by refs in Super

League matches during the first few
weeks of this season - but so there have
by full-time soccer refs and cricket
umpires. They remain human beings,
even if they are full-time! The long-term
benefits of the move must surely be worth
the additional cost to the game.

My enthusiasm is not so great, however,
for the new points-scoring system. Whilst
| am happy to acknowledge that it is
worthwhile as an experiment, | am far
from convinced - and | have not yet seen
a convincing rationale for the decision to
award a bonus point for narrow losers.
There has been well-founded criticism
aplenty of the possibility of a club being
promoted on the basis of bonus points
only, even though it has won fewer games
than arival. There is also a lack of positive
incentive in the current system for a side
to win by a decent margin. Suppose there
is a 15-point margin between two teams
with five minutes to go ; there is then
supposedly an incentive for the losers to
score a try, to win a bonus point ; but what
incentive is there for the side in the lead to
prevent them?

My criticism, though, is more to do with
what the system assumes about what
motivates teams and players. It makes the
assumption that professional rugby
league players will be persuaded to, in
some sense, try harder if they have the
chance of gaining a losers’ bonus point
for their side than if it were not available. |
really find it very difficult to believe that
this is the case - in which case, the whole
system collapses in a heap! It will be
interesting to see the analysis done of the
system’s impact, before a decision is
made about whether or not to introduce
bonus points on a permanent basis ; but |
think not!

co-operative

continued 