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Chairman’s
Column

A very important game
today as we've dropped off
the pace a little in the last
couple of games. This is not something to
worry unduly about. We've only got a small
squad and the heavy schedule of games is
bound to take its toll on our players. People
are playing with little niggles and slight
sprains etc. Now is not the time to critise
but to get behind the players and coaching
staff here at Craven Park Finger prints
Stadium, and give them your support.

The players and staff work extremely hard
in preparation for each weeks game, and
the players don't like losing. They are an
extremely proud bunch of lads, who want
to give their all for Barrow Raiders. So lets
hear some noise today, to shout them
home to a good win.

Our opponents today, Oldham are an
extremely good side who gave us a

good drubbing at Boundary Park when

we played them earlier in the season.
Though in mitigation we were playing

our third game in eight days and were a
little jaded by that schedule. Having said
that Oldham played very well against us.
Having come down from Division One they
have recruited well, Adam Hughes being
one such recruit. A top class centre with

a world of Super League experience, and
they are now challenging for promotion
with ourselves and Featherstone. We won't
be overawed, because we believe we're

as good as anyone in this league and
hopefully we will see that today.

| hope everyone from Oldham who has
travelled to Barrow, enjoys their day here
and enjoys the game.

To the Barrow supporters - lets get behind
the team and here’s to a win today.

| hope you brought a friend.

Dave Nixon




BRIAN GIIEI"AM
Motors

Clarence Street, Ulverston, Cumbria LA12 7))
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Ken Riley
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Process Pipework Services
Head Office & Pipework Division

53 Crellin Street
Barrow-in-Furness

Tel: 01229 824013

Visit our website:
www.kenriley.co.uk

Sub Division:

PPS Insulation Ltd
North Lonsdale Road
Ulverston
Cumbria LA129EB

email: admin@pps-ulv.co.uk

Ground Floor - Mens Salon
First Floor - Ladies & Colour Salon

Walk in service in all departments
Appointments can be booked

Telephone 01229 587077 /583954
Fax: 01229 581531

Matchday Programme 2007 Barrow Rugby League Football Club

Paddy McAteer

North West Evening Mail

A year or two ago it looked like
Super-League clubs were

doing their best to appoint, a
British Coach whenever possible. We had the
likes of Brian Noble (Bradford now Wigan)

well established, Karl Harrison (Salford), Paul
Cullen (Warrington), Jon Sharp (Huddersfield),
John Kear (Hull now Wakefield) and others
waiting in the wings.

But what happens Salford kick Harrison out,
who comes in Aussie Shaun McRae, who failed
miserably at South Sydney, however he did
well at Saint Helens, but who wouldn’t with
the talent on hand.

Tony Smith is to quit Leeds for pastures new at
G.B., level who takes over Kiwi Brian McLellan.
What encouragement does that give to up
and coming Coaches in National One and Two.
The one | feel sorry for is Harrison who was
given an extended contract at Salford, and we
are led to believe knocked back any hopes of
him becoming G.B., boss in favour of staying
at The Willows.
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of Craven Park, Barrow-m Furness

Then he is shown the door and what happens
McRae is handed a four year plus contract.
There is enough talent, out of work, to Coach
these top clubs, and money can be saved by
the thousands. These over-seas Coaches don't
come cheap.

Away from Coaching and welcome to Oldham
for what is an important game for both

clubs. Oldham have battled on in recent

years without a home rugby league ground,
and well done to the likes of Chris Hamilton
and Sean Whitehead for the hard work and
dedication for keeping the club, and a famous
Oldham name afloat.

As a youngster growing up in the rugby
league world they had many a great player
like full back Bernard Ganley, centre Alan
Davies and in later years Bob Irving who
came to Barrow at the end of his career and
not to forget that fine Cumbrian winger lke
Southward who had a spell at Oldham.

Local amateurs Walney Central will always
remember going to the Watersheddings

in 1960 for a second round rugby league
challenge cup tie, Oldham won 50-4 and who
got a double hat-trick of tries - Ike Southward.
Enjoy the game Paddy.

?_‘and agents and for members of the Police Force to
“remove from the ground any person who does not
_comply with ground regulations and with the rules and
regulations of the RFL or whose presence at the ground
~isorcould reasonably construed as constituting a source:
‘of danger, nuisance or annoyance to other spectators.
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A SPORTSWEAR
REVOLUTICN

Crarey’s Comments

This is our moment of truth. After our defeat at York last weekend we have to
show we have the ability and resolve to bounce back.

At York we were very poor technically. We spewed the ball out and there was no
support work.

The answer has been a very constructive team meeting this week. There is no
doubting, the players all know my thoughts.

It might have been a little easier today had we to faced what might be considered as poor
opposition but Oldham will be a tough test. | consider them a top-four team but they have had a
couple of blips.

Their response has been to bring in James Coyle who has had a lot of experience with Wigan and
Widnes but the good thing for us is that this is only his second week in and as a halfback involved
in key moves, you need time to settle in. But they have a strong pack and were very enthusiastic
at their place when they gave us our heaviest defeat of the season.

Revenge will be sweet but we cannot afford to play like we did at York. In the second half we had
five good ball sets in their 25 and we dropped four on the first or second tackle. The other ended
with Martin Ostler stretching over the line but the referee found a reason to deny the try.

The conditions were horrendous but | am not blaming them. However it did mean that three
times on the first tackle we were dragged into touch.

Too many people had off days and | hope that is out of our system now. We had trained hard on
goal-line defence but after a game where we went without a try, we have been working on our
attacking structure.

| hope to be bringing in lan Rawlinson as an impact player and a good thing now is that there is
pressure on the players with Michael Bassan, Nicky Beach, Jamie Marshall and Jamie Butler ready
to return to the squad.

We have also been having talks with a front row man who has played first grade rugby in
Australia with West Tigers and is keen to come over. But finance is a problem. We have been
getting good crowds, and | think that is great, but we need even more through the turnstiles
because we need to be self-financing and not have to turn to chief executive Des every time we
need cash.

Finally a word of praise for the Academy lads. They are doing brilliantly.

Last week we wanted to bring in some new defensive calls and they had no problems in handling
with them. In fact you tell them something and they soak it up like a sponge and then come back
for more.

Their coach Steve Rae is very open minded about what we are doing. He realises the need to
replicate in the Academy what we are doing with the senior squad. He doesn’t challenge things
but gets on with the job. His help has been brilliant.

Paul Crarey, Coach

/ SPONSORSHIP & HOSPITALITY EVENING

sales enquiries please
The Results of the Gold/Silver Membership Draw
contact:

First Prize: CRAVEN PARK “FINGER PRINTS” STADIUM - contact

Second Prize:  THE WILLIE HORNE “ESTUARY ELECTRICAL” GRANDSTAND ‘

Third Prize: 1) THE “POOLE TOWNSEND” HINDPOOL ROAD TERRACE K | K

2) THE“ANDY FALLOWS LANDSCAPING” CLIVE STREET TERRACE v R l
N 3) THE “PREMIER TILES” WILLIE HORNE WAY TERRACE al

www.kukrisports.com
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are pleased to support THE STUDIO & WAREHOUSE, PREMIER BUSINESS PARK, FERRY BEACH ROAD,

BARROW RAIDERS off NORTH ROAD, BARROW-IN-FURNESS
and wish them every success in

LHF National League Division Two Adva nced ROOﬁ ng Supplies Ltd

. ° Natural Roofing Slates For All Your Glass Fibre
0, Fibre Cement Slates P
Clay Tiles Roofing Requirements Scarth Road
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PARK ROAD, BARROW-IN-FURNESS, CUMBRIA LA14 4EQ ;‘;ﬁ ga,:‘;’;;ories b iy RS LA
Direct Order Line: 0845 7697400 Rainwater Systems WD Tel: 01229 812035

www.sovchem.co.uk Fascia’s & Soffits Systems Fax: 01229 871317




Poole Townsend

SOLICITORS « ESTATE AGENTS  FINANCIAL SERVICES
www.pooletownsend.co.uk

Yowre in mf& hands

Poole Townsend are proud to be associated with Barrow RLFC

Freephone

0800 389 2939

POOLE TOWNSEND ARE AUTHORISED & REGULATED BY THE FINANCIAL SERVICES AUTHORITY

Alex & Sheena Bradley LCSP (Phys)
33 Oxford Street
Barrow in Furness LA14 5QJ

For the treatment of strains,
sprains, backache, sciatica,
trapped nerve, arthritis,
rheumatism and all soft tissue
and joint problems

For advice and appointments
call Sue on 0800 195 7760

We stock vitamins, minerals,
supplements, back belts, knee,
ankle, elbow and wrist supports also
TENS units and spares as well as
natural beauty products and
toiletries
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| ex-Daily Star
The old rumour mill was
working overtime at last
week’s golf day gathering
of the Rugby League
Writers Association at
Bradford. And, although
| know from experience that you don't
want to believe everything you read in the
papers, | thought | might pass on some of
the titbits that came my way. Only time will
tell whether all or any of it is true so it may
be a matter of Watch This Space.

For starters there are rumblings in Australia
that not everybody is happy with The
Greatest Game and calls for change are
gaining strength. Cause for concern are
the mind-numbing tactics employed by a
growing number of NRL coaches.

Folk are getting twitchy at what they see as
stereotype play of five drives and a kick and
an alarming absence of variety and skill. In
other words, it's boring. Fast and athletic -
but still boring.

Among the suggestions on how to force
clubs to bring back some of the old-style
fundamental skills are - and you'll never
guess! - Scrapping the 10-metre off-side
rule and replace it with a seven-metre.
Now, there’s a novelty. If there was ever a
rule designed to promote biff-and-barge
rugby it was the ten-metre rule.

The Aussies are also beginning to wonder if
12 substitutions (replacements) are far too
many and should be restricted to six.

The argument is that this would prevent
coaches from making their changes
according to the clock.

On the home front it was whispered that
the “Super League Franchise Act” of 2009 is

; From: Peter Wilson

anything but done and dusted and that
all is not lost for those who believe that
promotion and relegation should be
written in stone and not decided around a
board room table.

Apparently, one of the worries about a
14-team Super League is the lack of playing
strength in depth. To add another couple of
teams to the present dozen - presumably it
would be any two from Widnes, Castleford,
Toulouse and South Wales - is hardly likely
to add to the quality of the sport’s top
competition. What talent there is would
simply be spread more thinly.

And, unless I've been missing something,
the available talent is already stretched to
the limit. Even Sky’s uncritical commentary
team have stopped telling us that we are
watching the greatest thing since old Mr.
Warburton discovered the bread slicer.

There is the odd exception of course - Saints
v. Leeds was a cracker in any language - but
by and large matches are pretty run-of-the-
mill. In other words, better than many other
sporting events but hardly mind-blowing
entertainment.

Which brings us back to those mutterings
Down Under. Is the game going stale? Have
coaches devised a way to stifle talent by
filling up their squads with big raw-boned
second row forwards? Where have all the
sidesteppers, body-swervers and 40-try
wingers gone? And is the ten-metre rule to
blame?

Like I said, it may be a matter of Watch

This Space. Incidentally, there was no
suggestion of a return to contested scrums.
Now that would be a novelty...
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Captain’s Talk

Good afternoon to everyone for our fixture against the Oldham
Roughyeds, I'm sure this afternoon will be a humdinger of a game.
Oldham are a tough physical side who can play a bit of rugby, as
we found out a couple of months ago! We and probably Oldham
were disappointed with our performances last week so both sides
will be coming out bouncing to try and put a show on.

As | just mentioned we were gutted with our game last week at
York, most players knew they under performed against a team
that were simply smarter than us on the day. A lot of analysis has
been done by the coaching staff and players this week and we
have found some positives, which will hopefully stand us in good
stead for the tough, end of season run-in.

On a more positive note, prior to our game last Sunday the U21’s
gave York a lesson in RL coming away with a 62-4 victory, the
whole team deserve massive wraps. An 80 minute performance like this has been due, the
big guys in the middle dominated the York 6 giving our pacy backs space to run riot all
afternoon. Well done fellas.

Reading the press this week | was disappointed to hear the RL haven't replied to our plans
of trying to put a Super League franchise in place. Every club wants a piece of the Super
League cake and it's the goal for each NL club to get to. Although | have no problems

with the game expanding to the likes of Toulouse, it must be disheartening for CEO’s and
Chairmen of NL clubs to have strong scholarship/academies, good links to amateur clubs
etc,, to be continually overlooked. It would be interesting to know how much imput Sky TV
have on these matters!!

Finally our‘Goose Of The Week' goes to my wing partner Jamo (Finch), there was a quote
he came out with after the mini dust-up involving ‘Our Kid' at York last week which was
heard by a few of the boys, he clinched the ‘prize’ though on the bus trip home after a few
‘Hardman Shandys’ claiming he was going to do this and that, unfortunately when the
push comes to shove his bottle went! Both really were “you had to be there incidents.
Enjoy the game.

Aky

o

Barrow Rugby League Football Club - Manchester weekend L8

ORAND FINAL 2007

SATURDAY 13th OCTOBER 2007
Coach transport from Barrow to Manchester and return,
1 nights accommodation in 4* Thistle Hotel.
Transport to game and return from hotel and ticket for match.

£85.00 per person. Deposit of £35.00 per person required to secure booking.
Y Contact Karen in Scott Street Office - Tel 820273 '
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01229 432959 fingerprints.co.uk

HODGSONS COACHES

14 Surrey Street, Millom, Cumbria LA18 4LH

Tel & Fax:

01229 772814

Official Coach Supplier for The Barrow R.L. Supporters Club

For all your travel requirements
Distance No Object

Serving the community for
OVER 40 YEARS






