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HOW THE NORTHERN
RAIL CUP TABLES ARE

SHAPING UP
By Nigel Marland

Thought I’d put these tables in
the programme because if you
don’t take the trade press |
doubt you’ll have seen them.

The surprise team so far must be Gateshead
who top their group. York’s draw last week
with newly promoted Featherstone will have
also shocked a lot of people.We mustn’t write
off Doncaster who, whilst only having two
wins, have only narrowly lost their other two
and were winning against Celtic last week
with 2 minutes to go. Swinton too are in the
same boat and should be ignored at your peril.
Leigh and Barrow look strong whilst Widnes
are struggling and, don’t forget, will have
points deducted in the league programme.
Then there is that team who play at Boundary
Park who, fingers crossed, look as if they may,
for the first time, make some sort of impact
on this competition after the wonderful result
against Salford last week. The clubs finishing
first and second in each of the six major
groups go through to the sudden-death
knock-out stages of the competition, plus the
three best third-placed teams and the winner
of the all-amateur Group Seven, making 16
teams in total to go into the hat.

The dates for the knockout matches are
Sunday, April 27 (last 16); Sunday, May 25 (last
eight); Sunday, June |5 (semi-finals); Sunday, July
6 (final at Bloomfield Road, Blackpool).

Visit our website today! - www.roughyeds.co.uk

NORTHERN RAIL CUP

TABLES

Group One Table
Team P W
Halifax 3 3
Whitehaven 4 3
Keighley 3 1
Workington 4 0

Group Two Table
Gateshead 4 3
Featherstone 3 2
York 3 0

Group Three Table
Celtic Crusaders 4 4
Doncaster 4 2
Sheffield 4 |
London Skolars4 |

Group Four Table
Salford 4 3
Oldham 3 2
Swinton 4 |
Rochdale 3 |

Group Five Table
Dewsbury 4 3
Batley 3 2
Hunslet 4 0

Group Six Table
Leigh 4
Barrow 3
Widnes 3
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Blackpool 0
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BP F A Diff Pts

0
0
0
2

142 64 78
100 86 14
72 114 -71
54 104 -50

11892 26
136 98 38
52 88 -36

112 58 54
9 78 18
74 112 -38
92 126 -34

156 50 106
52 74 -22
100 140 -40
82 126 -44

136 75 6l
97 62 35
56 180-124

109 54 55
88 68 20
56 39 17
50 142 -92
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= TRAINING WEAR

:"Oileills International Sportswear
sales@oneillsuk.com

+44 (0)208 538 0148
+44 (0)208 538 0302

WHAT WE DO ?

ONeills Professional Rug ‘b’ Max
Jersey Material (super league quality)

Design your own Team Jerseys

Pergonalised Tr?éginq & Match Balls

RUG ‘B" MAX . ‘
MATERIAL = . .
i wnanqe’mﬁelsure & Training Wear
= & Rupotucts Perfect for

4 TRAINING &
MATCH BALLS =

NORTH OF ENGLAND REP

Neil Williams
Tel: 07872 839177
neilwilliams@oneillsuk.com

SOUTH OF ENGLAND REP

Peter Kennedy
Tel: 01458 851446
pk@oneillsuk.com

T T I e

www.onellls.com

CoachesComments

With Steve Deakin...
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EIGHT NEW MEN IN A
26-STRONG SQUAD

The arrival last month of Craig Littler
and last week of Alex Wilkinson
means that Roughyeds have now
assembled a 26-man squad for the
2008 campaign, including their eight
new men -- Simon Baldwin, Marcus St
Hilaire, Danny Halliwell, Phil Joseph,
Mick Nanyn, Daryl Cardiss, Tommy
Grundy and Tommy Goulden.

CHRIS BAINES (back-row): Signed on a two-year deal for
2008 and 2009 following the good impression he made on
Roughyeds in the previous two seasons. Aged 23, he joined the
club originally on loan from Warrington. Toured New Zealand with
Great Britain Young Lions in 2003 after representing his country
at youth level against Australia and France. A product of Wigan St
Pat's.

SIMON BALDWIN (prop): One of the most experienced
forwards in the squad, formerly with Leigh, Halifax, Sheffield,
Salford, Rochdale Hornets and Whitehaven. Having ended last
season at Whitehaven and having had two spells with hometown
Leigh, Simon has made his seventh move in a long career to sign
a one-year Roughyeds deal. Made 127 Super League
appearances, mainly in the second-row, but now widely regarded
as a prop.

JASON BOULTS (prop): This 24-year-old former Bradford
and Halifax workhorse was a real stalwart of the Oldham pack in
2007. He played in 25 games and for much of the season he was
first-choice No 8 after producing an outstanding performance in
the wn at Celtic Crusaders in May. A wholehearted grafter with a
huge engine, Jason never takes a backward step.

MATTY BROOKS (half-back/hooker): Joined Roughyeds last
season on loan from Hull KR, scoring two tries in 17 appearances
and ending the campaign with a terrific show as a substitute in
the NL2 Grand Final against Featherstone at Headingley. Now a
fully-fledged Oldham player on a one-year deal he will have to
make the adjustment from full-time pro with Rovers to part-time
footballer with Roughyeds. Turned pro for Bradford, then on to
Hull KR. A native of East Hull.

DARYL CARDISS (utility back): Aged 30, this hugely
experienced utility back has played for Wigan, Halifax, Warrington
and Widnes. Joined Wigan from Hunslet Boys Club in 1994. Made
atotal of 142 Super League appearances and scored 46 tries in
the elite competition. Enjoyed a fine stay at Halifax, for whom he
scored 39 tries in 99 outings.

JAMES COYLE (scrum-half): Now contracted to Roughyeds
until November, 2009, this talented 22-year-old joined the club
from Wigan midway through last season and made an immediate
impact. His 14 appearances yielded six tries, but it was the vast

number of tries he made for others that underlined his real
potential. Another product of Wigan St Pat's, he was a shooting
star in Wigan's academy system before spending the whole of
the 2006 season on loan at Widnes.

TOMMY GOULDEN (back-row): Equally at home in the
second-row or at loose, 26-year-old Tommy was a key member
of the Rochdale Hornets pack in 2006 and 2007, having been
signed from amateur rugby in Leigh by Bobbie Goulding in 2005.
Leigh born, he picked up every possible honour as an amateur,
including captaincy of BARLA Great Britain, before turning pro for
Rochdale.

TOMMY GRUNDY (back-row): Aged 22, Leigh-lad Tommy is
one of the younger members of the Roughyeds squad. Can play
equally well in any of the back-row spots as well as centre.
Turned pro for Warrington as an 18-year-old, then played for
Leigh and Blackpool before returning to his hometown club,
Leigh, for 2006 and 2007. Joined Roughyeds on a two-year deal.

DANNY HALLIWELL (centre): One of eight new signings,
26-year-old Leigh-born Danny was on loan at Leigh, from Salford,
last season and he has also worn the colours of Halifax,
Warrington and Wakefield. Can play anywhere across the back
division and, like many of his Oldham colleagues, has
considerable Super League experience. His 43 top-flight outings
comprise three for Wakefield, 10 for Wigan, 25 for Halifax and five
for Leigh.

SIMEON HOYLE (hooker): Edinburgh-born Simeon is half-
way through a two-year contract with Roughyeds. Aged 28, and
formerly with Keighley Cougars and Halifax, he is a hooker of the
old school, tough in defence but with an ability to make things
happen from dummy half. In 2003 he helped Keighley to win
promotion to NL1 by beating Sheffield in the NL2 Grand Final.

PHIL JOSEPH (utility): Turned pro with Huddersfield Giants
and, as a teenager, played 14 Super League games for the Giants
in 2004. Moved to Swinton Lions in 2005, scored 11 tries in 29
games, and was named NL2 player of the year. Suitably
impressed, Hull KR signed him on a two-year deal, but after one
season at Craven Park he left the Super League-bound Robins to
join Halifax, from whom Oldham signed him on a two-year
contract.

GARETH LANGLEY (wing): Pacy, and a good finisher, 'Gaz'
joined Roughyeds prior to the 2007 season after five seasons at
St Helens. He was Saints academy player of the year in 2005 and
runner-up in 2006. Played at Salford as a teenager before joining
his hometown club at Knowsley Road. In 30 games for Oldham
last season, he scored 13 tries and kicked 35 goals for a points
haul of 122.

CRAIG LITTLER (centre): St Helens-born Craig scored six
tries in 27 Oldham appearances in his first year with Roughyeds,
2007. Now back at the club after a close-season trip to Australia,
Craig is on a two-year contract and will be hopeful of renewing
his long-standing centre-wing partnership with Gareth Langley.
They played alongside each other for several seasons in the St
Helens academy sides.

RICHARD MERVILL (prop): Formerly with Halifax and
Keighley, Richard had a superb season in his first for the

Roughyeds in 2007. Walked off with two major awards at the
end-of-year Awards Night and was rewarded with a two-year
contract for 2008 and 2009. Suffered a broken hand in one of
his early games in 2007 and was similarly unlucky in the
build-up to the 2008 campaign when he dislocated an elbow
in training. There will be no complaints from the fans if he
bounces back this year like he did last.

MICK NANYN (centre): A points machine - one of the best
goalkickers in the English game - Mick has starred for
Swinton, Rochdale Hornets, Whitehaven and Widnes and has
smashed club scoring records wherever he has been. He took
the Widnes record off Jonathan Davies in 2006. He played 29
games for Widnes last season, scoring 28 tries and kicking
161 goals for a points haul of 434. Also has the distinction of
having played in each of the last four NL1 Grand Finals, two for
Whitehaven and two for Widnes.

PAUL O'CONNOR (full-back): A Great Britain Students
international, Widnes-born Paul played briefly on loan for
Oldham in 2006, then returned in 2007 on contract having let
it be known to the club that, in the May, he would be leaving
for a pre-arranged sabbatical in the southern hemisphere. He
had a great first half of the season but he didn't play again for
the club until he reappeared in the first pre-season friendly of
2008 at Leeds. Having signed a new two-year deal he is set
fair for a long association with the Roughyeds.

LUCAS ONYANGO (wing): A real flier, aged 26, Lucas
grew up in rugby union in his native Kenya. Has played for Sale
Sharks, Manchester and Leigh in rugby union, and Widnes
Vikings in League. He had a great season for Oldham in 2007
when he scored 18 tries in 23 outings only to damage a
shoulder at the end of the year. He entered the 2008 season
waiting for an operation on that shoulder and was expected to
be sidelined at least until the start of the NL2 campaign at
Easter.

ROB ROBERTS (back row): Joined Roughyeds in late July,
2007 and landed a match-winning drop goal at York in a 15-14
win on his debut. Played Super League with Hull, Halifax and
Huddersfield and also represented several clubs in the National
League. Known as 'Two Bobs' - for obvious reasons - he put
his career back on track with Oldham after a difficult time at
Leigh and revelled in his new responsibilities as captain.

ADAM ROBINSON (back row): A tough-as-teak young
Yorkshireman, Adam played much of his early rugby at
Wakefield. Aged 21 he turned down Featherstone in order to
sign for the Roughyeds last year from Doncaster. A product of
the Stanley Rangers amateur club in Wakefield, Adam thrives
on his defensive duties but his first campaign in an Oldham
shirt was cut short by a shoulder injury on which he had an
operation. He is determined to bounce back, having signed a
new two-year deal.

NEIL RODEN (stand-off): Neil rejoined Oldham from Leigh
in 2007 after leaving the club initially to go to Batley in 2004.
In his first stint here he scored 290 points (68 tries and 18
drop goals) in 142 games over four and a half seasons. He has
overtaken Mark Sibson as the 'new' club's leading all-time try
scorer. Last season, he was an influential midfield organiser,

playing in all 34 games and forming a more-than-useful half-
back pairing in the second half of the season with his fellow
Wiganer James Coyle.

LEE SANDERSON (half-back): One of the unluckiest
players in the game, Lee is currently on extensive rehab after a
major knee reconstruction -- and it wasn't the first time he
had been under the knife. Extremely talented, and a gifted
footballer and goalkicker, his father, Mark, played for Rochdale
Hornets and his uncle, lan, was a hooker at Oldham in
Watersheddings days. Lee has previously played for Leigh,
London, Rochdale and Barrow.

WARREN STEVENS (prop): Yet another vastly
experienced performer with more than a century of Super
League outings on his CV. This former Warrington and Leigh
stalwart was playing with Blackpool last season on a match-
to-match basis when Roughyeds boss Steve Deakin invited
him to accept a more permanent arrangement with the
Roughyeds. He played only a handful of games at the back end
of last season, but Deaks has a load of faith in him as
underlined by his new two-year contract.

MARCUS ST HILAIRE (wing/full-back): a star with
Leeds Rhinos, Huddersfield Giants and Bradford Bulls, 30-
year-old Marcus has joined Oldham on a two-year deal. He
played 24 Super League games last season, 2007,
representing Bradford 19 times on the wing, once as a
substitute and four times as fullback when deputising for
Michael Platt. His record speaks for itself -- 39 tries in 111
outings for Leeds; 37 tries in 74 games for Huddersfield; and
14 tries in 39 games for Bradford.

SAID TAMGHART (back row): A French international, Said
has represented his country at every level, including full Test
matches against Australia and New Zealand. Came under the
influence of Oldham coach Steve Deakin when both were at
UTC, better known now as Perpignan-based Catalans Dragons.
Said was popular with fans in his first season at Oldham when
he made 29 appearances, most of them coming off the bench
as an impact forward.

ALEX WILKINSON (utility): anywhere Alex has re-signed
to the end of November, 2008. After three seasons with his
hometown club, the former Bradford, Huddersfield, London and
Hull player was resigned to retiring from the sport when he
joined the police. It looked as though his appearance in the
NL2 Grand Final against Featherstone last October would be
his last, but Alex has now established that he is able to play so
long as his police commitments are not affected. He has
scored 21 tries in 71 games for the Roughyeds -- 25
appearances in 2005, 16 in 2006 and 30 in 2007. Twelve of
his 21 tries were also scored last year.

LEE WINGFIELD (utility): Played for Great Britain at
amateur level in Russia, France and Australia, but desperately
unlucky with injuries since he turned pro for Oldham on a two-
year deal for 2006 and 2007. In top form early last year until
he broke a hand and then suffered a serious knee injury
against Swinton in his first game back. Currently on rehab
after an operation, but hoping to be fit to make his comeback
in the next few weeks.

Contact Oldham RLFC - 0161 628 3677
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