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| HAVE never been to Barrow, but | am sure | am
not alone in that fact.

Its location gives new meaning to the phrase
‘tucked away’ and its link to the rest of the UK
comes via the A590.

But the fact it is so cut off from the rest of the
UK has its advantages, not least when you are
trying to get the local community behind some-
thing that makes them proud of their little part of
England.

Step forward the Barrow Raiders, the success
story of the season. Second in the Championship
and in the final of the Northern Rail Cup, they
have been like a breath of fresh air for the sport.

The town is buzzing and there is now even talk
of a shot at a Super League licence.

On page 35 columnist Paul Bennett examines
the achievements of the Raiders and the efforts
of chairman Des Johnston to achieve success. He
talks in detail about Barrow and what they might bring to Super League.

Mr Johnston is also featured on page 6 talking about the amount of Barrow fans he
expects will go to the final of the Northern Rail Cup against Widnes.

The Raiders supremo claims upwards of 7,000 will take the ‘short’ trip to Blackpool and
on recent evidence you can't really doubt him.

When the Championship One title hopefuls entertained Wigan in the Challenge Cup
this year more than 6,000 packed into Craven Park.

In the Northern Rail Cup semi-final against Featherstone there were nearly 3,000 in
attendance.

When you are talking about that kind of support it is no wonder the Barrow chairman
is prepared to dig into his pockets to bolster the squad.

In terms of risk and reward it means he knows the club is no bottomless pit because the
people of Barrow and the wider Furness area will respond to success.

And ultimately it is a part of the country that has rugby league in its heart and soul.

Unfortunately the same can not be said of Doncaster, and their humiliating defeat at
the hands of Batley on Sunday was the latest in a long line of body blows.

If only the people of Doncaster had come out and supported the club when they had
momentum last year and in the early part of this.

We might be talking about a very different scenario for the South Yorkshire club.

On page 7 there is a story about former Mayor Martin Winter trying to put together a
bailout package. The signs are positive and hopefully that is a club that can rebuild with
slightly more realistic goals.

The sad fact is that without the crowds and latent support there is no point going for
broke,

The evidence for that is overwhelming.

RFL - official notes

RESPECT family sport and, with this in mind,

; : : tion will also be taken against specta-
Rugby League is passionate and prides & :
itself on being a family game. Please tors who use foul and abusive language.

behave responsibly at all times.

PLEASE KEEP OFF THE PITCH
ANTI-RACISM POLICY The RFL requests that spectators do
The RFLs ‘Tackle It policy states it will not venture onto the pitch during or
not tolerate racism of any kind and will  after the game. Such action is against
take specific action against spectators ground safety regulations and the RFL
who engage in racist chanting, abuse or  reserves the right to take action against
intimidation. Rugby League is a great any person infringing these regulations.
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Steeden offer a range of clothing for match play and training.

To order your kit contact Jason Barrie on

Sales & Accounts (UK & France) Grays International, Station Road, Robertsbridge, East Sussex. TN32 5DH Email sales@grays-int.co.uk

Paul chats to us about the upcoming Co-opera-
tive Championship matches and the RAF rugby
League teams tour of Australia. Paul also
gives us his thoughts on the Northern
Rail Cup final on and his special train-
ing camps for kids!

SINCE my last blog I have been really busy with
things at the club. In fact | seem to be busier now
than | was during my playing days! There is so
much going on still that it’s difficult e
to keep up with everything, ;
including spending time with
my family.

| have been busy with the
guys from Activate Sport
recently, getting ready for my
rugby league training camps
for kids that we will be
doing during the summer.

These are fantastic and |
would urge anyone to come
along and take part. We will
be helping those interested in
playing rugby league to develop
core skills all around the country.

| have a total of 11 camps starting towards the end of
July and running until the end of August. For more infor-
mation on how to get your place booked just go to the
Activate website (www.activatesport.co.uk) and follow et
the sign up process! 73 o

We are about two thirds of the way through the season : :
now and we have the Northern Rail Cup final to look for- Paul Sculthorpe is a Co-operative
ward to on 12th July at Bloomfield Road in Blackpool. ‘Good for Everyone’ Ambassador

www.co-operative.coop

This is the first chance for teams to win some silverware,
and it is great to see Barrow Raiders in the final. It's fantastic
they have managed to win promotion from league two last
year, are flying high in Co-operative Championship and now are able to contest a final against Widnes. Widnes though are
doing well themselves in the league and are coming off the back of a pulsating win against Halifax in the semi-final. They will
be full of confidence, although my head tells me that Widnes will be too strong and will come away winners. One thing is for
sure though- it will be a great game to watch!

I have been reading recently about the RAF rugby league team and their exploits on their tour in Australia. A friend of
mine, Damien Clayton, is heavily involved and it’s great that we have our finest RAF rugby league team down in Australia
battling the ‘old enemy’ ahead of England playing the Australians in the cricket for the Ashes. The team seems to not be hav-
ing much luck, and with my experience of playing Australia they always are a tough team to beat. They are ultra competitive
but | wish Damien and the lads good luck in their final few games.

We have a full round of Co-operative Championship matches this weekend to look forward to. Whitehaven'’s player of the
month for May, Kyle Amor and his team are up against Leigh, and Featherstone have the long trip to Toulouse to think about,
and how they can come up with a plan to beat the high flying French on their own turfl Batley are taking on Northern Rail
Cup finalists Barrow, so we will get a good indication of what sort of form Barrow are in. Good luck to all teams playing this
weekend.

To register your vote for June’s Co-operative Championship player of the month please email your entry to
playerofthemonth@generatesponsorship.com
Please include your name, contact details and favourite team
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Panthers’ double swoop

BLACKPOOL have signed young
Widnes duo Dean Thompson and
Josh Simm on a month’s loan.

Thompson has been loaned out
to the Panthers to gain more first
team experience whilst Simm (pic-
tured lefy) has been sent out to
prove himself again following recent
disciplinary problems.

The second row forward, who
has established himself as first team-
er this year, was investigated by
police following an incident in a
local bar with teammate Michael
Ostick.

Panthers boss Crompton is
delighted to have landed the duo,
even if they're on the Fylde Coast
for different reasons.

“Obviously one is here for disci-
plinary reasons and the other to get
more first team rugby, and in the
meantime we get the use of two
very good players,” he told League
Weekly.

“Dean is a very exciting centre

Ex-Mayor set to save

NEWS 20UND-UP
Raiders expected to

invade Blackpool

BARROW chairman Des Johnston reckons
the Raiders will take up to 7,000 fans
with them to Blackpool for their Northern
Rail Cup Final with Widnes.

The Cumbrians booked their trip to the
resort next month for what will be their
first final in more than a quarter of a cen-
tury with a 16-10 win over Featherstone
on Thursday night.

And with more than 1,500 enquiries
for tickets being fielded by club staff on
Friday morning alone, Johnston is confi-
dent of having a massive following at
Bloomfield Road on July 12.

“The club hasn’t been in a final for 26
years so this is a huge occasion for us,” he
said.

“Blackpool is only a relatively short
drive away so I'm sure we’'ll take between
6 and 7,000 fans with us.

“You can feel the excitement in the
town already.”

from Widnes's under-21s, who has
won a couple of player of the
month awards this season and has
scored tries for fun. He'll give us
some good strike power.

“Josh has been a very strong sec-
ond rower in the first team and has
probably one of their most consis-
tent back rowers.

“He has had some disciplinary
problems with the club but he’s a
very good young player and hope-
fully he will set a good example for
the rest of my squad.”

Crompton admits there is little
chance he will get to keep either
player beyond the initial month-long
spell, but says he is comfortable
with that situation.

“They will just freshen us up and
give us a boost as we look to stay in
a play-off position and maybe even
climb up a little.”

The pair are set to debut against
Workington Town on Sunday.

Andy Ellis took Barrow into the final. He is sure of plenty of support in Blackpool

Securing their place in the final also
took the Raiders a step closer to their
Super League dream, as the winner of the
competition gets the right to lodge an
application in the next round of Super
League licences.

“We could be the first club to qualify
on that criteria and that is very exciting,”
said Johnston.

“It would be good to get that boxed
ticked at the earliest opportunity but it
would only be the first step in a long jour-
ney.”

Johnston would like broadcasters Sky
to consider playing the semi-finals on
Saturday evenings in future, believing the
game deserves a better billing and more

convenient scheduling for fans.

“We got more than 2,700 for the semi-

final which wasn't bad considering it was
a Thursday night, which made it very dif-
ficult for any Featherstone fans to get
here,” he said.

“If the game had been on a weekend |
think we would have put another 1,000
on the gate. It is something Sky should
look at.

“If it was given a 6.30pm kick-off on a
Saturday | think the crowds would be a
lot bigger. When teams are spread so far
apart geographically as they are in our
division, that would make it a lot easier
on travelling fans.”

Meanwhile, the club has received con-

firmation that Liam Campbell’s season is
over because of his collarbone injury.

And while he is out of contract at the
end of the year, Johnston has assured him
that he remains in their plans.

“He is absolutely gutted but I've told
him he still has a big part to play for us,”
he said. “He is a very talented player with
a big future.

“He is contracted to the end of the
year and, assuming his injury heals ok, |
can't see any reason why he wouldn’t be
here next year.”

Johnston has also revealed he's in talks
about bringing in two players on loan
from Super League clubs as he looks to
bolster the squad for the season run in.

Nanyn joins Centurions on permanent deal

EIGH have clinched the
L;ignlng of Mick Nanyn for
010.

The former Whitehaven,
Widnes and Oldham centre
tried is hand in Super League
earlier this year by signing for
Harlequins RL.

But having failed to make an
impression on coach Brian
McDermott, Nanyn joined the
Centurions on loan in May and

has now penned a deal to stay
at the Leigh Sports Village until
the end of next season.

"He’s got the remainder of
this year and next year as
well,” said coach Paul Rowley.
“I'm looking forward to contin-
uing working with him.”

Leigh have also snapped up
Leigh Miners Rangers teenager
Jonathan Pownall.

The full back or centre has

had a fine season in the Gillette
National Youth League and has
now signed professional terms
with the Championship outfit.
“He's a down-to-earth lad, a
quietly confident person who is
just going to go about his busi-
ness, sneak up on the rails and
make his way up into the first
team eventually,” said Rowley.
Meanwhile, Leigh will be
without Adam Higson for

around another six weeks after
it was revealed his broken hand
has failed to heal properly.

Higson had been expected to
return to full training last week
after having the plaster cast on
his hand removed.,

However, scans revealed the
bones have not totally mended
and Higson has now been told
to rest the injury for another
month and a half.

crisis-hit Doncaster

DONCASTER look set to be saved by
the town’s former mayor.

Martin Winter, also a former hooker
with the Dons, is leading a business

onsortium that have registered an

interest in taking over the crisis-hit
Championship club.

Winter has reportedly put together a
group of at least 10 business people

ng to put money into the &tluuulmg
South Yorkshire side to save them from
liquidation.

The Dons’ director of rugby Carl
Hall has revealed that he had been
working to put together his own con-

sortium to keep the club going on a
fessional basis. But Winter’s

group promises to bring in more cash

for the club and Hall has decided to

/e informed the administrator of
my interest but will now be withdraw-
ing to leave the way open for Martin,”
said Hall.

“I've been working hard behind the
scenes trying to put a consortium
together and I've had the support of
several local businessmen.

“l came up with a package which
would see the club go back to basics

and players paid match payments only
for the next three to five years.

“We would have targeted a mid-
table spot in (.hampxon ip One next
season with the aim o
and hping competitive, into the
Championship in that period — possibly
working in conjunction with a support-
ers’ trust.

“Martin is the man to save the club
vard. He has the nec
sary leadership experience and knows
all about budgets and things like that.”
Meanwhﬂe the Dons have snapped

up three student players to bolster their
squad following the departure of s
al key stars to i
Leeds Met captain Mark McKinley, a
ar-()ld lo()xv t()r\\md is joined at

ond row
Ste| ph( n Hdll, 22, and winger Chris
McNamara, 20.

McKinley and Hall were set for their
debut against Batley on Sunday whilst
McNamara, who had other commit-

W against
Lnd Sundav
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Live Rugby League on Sky Sports.

Our commitment to bringing you the
very best is stronger than ever before.

The engage Super League,
e Carnegie World Club Challenge
nd the inaugural Four Nations
Championship featuring England,
.. France, Australia and New Zealand,
#all in stunning High Definition.
"'Coverage also includes The Co-operative

all live this year.
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Stunning Widnes flouris

WIDNES will face Barrow
Raiders in the Northern Rail
Cup final after a sensational
27-22 victory against HALIFAX
at The Shay.

In a game packed with
drama the Vikings booked
their place in an unbelievable
last 10 minutes.

Trailing 20-6 after 51 min-
utes Fax looked dead and
buried. However, a sensational
12-minute spell in the third
quarter heralded 16 points
and Matt Calland’s side
looked set for victory at 22-20
up.
pBut the key moment came
on 70 minutes when Ben
Black picked up a stray James
Webster pass and broke clear,
with an open run to the line
the Australian scrum-half saw
the chance of glory slip away
as the ball agonisingly slipped
from his grasp with the line at
his mercy. A try would have
put the hosts eight points clear
and surely wrapped up the
game.

When Craig Hall rubbed
salt in the wounds with a
penalty to level matters two
minutes later the game was
well and truly in the balance.

Hall had a great day with
the boot and his towering
drop goal under intense pres-
sure four minutes from time
gave his side the edge.

It was fitting that the win

came courtesy of the magnifi-
cent Thackeray, the stand-off
bursting clear from Black’s
error and he sent the visiting
fans into raptures with his
78th-minute try.

Hall missed his only conver-
sion but it hardly mattered as
the hooter sounded soon after
amid scenes of wild jubilation
from the massed Widnes
ranks.

Paul Cullen was rightly
proud of his team and said:
“Halifax have been the best

team in the Northern Rail Cup
and the Championship all sea-
son, we knew that to come to
their ground and win a semi
final we'd have to be at our
best and the players were. It
was a fantastic effort from one
to 17."

A dejected Matt Calland
was gutted to miss out on a
final spot, adding: “We were
dropping the ball left, right
and centre in the first half. In
the second half we got a bit of
momentum and got back into

the game but we just didn't
finish off our chances.”

Meanwhile for the second
consecutive cup tie BARROW
got out of jail with a try two
minutes from time when all
seemed lost.

In the previous round a
Liam Harrison try in those
dying minutes saw off the
challenge of Dewsbury, and it
was a Andy Ellis touchdown
under the posts in the 78th
minute that sealed a hard
fought 16-10 victory against
FEATHERSTONE.

Barrow were hanging onto a *
8-4 lead until Rovers struck in
the 65th minute with a try from
Tom Haughey, converted from
the touchline by Kyle Briggs,
and at 10-8 there looked no
way back for the Raiders.

But one last throw of the
dice saw Ned Catic produce a
nifty piece of footwork inside
the Rovers’ 22, and in support
was Ellis. The lively hooker
headed for the line and,
despite defenders hanging on
desperately, managed to put
the ball over the whitewash.

But delighted home fans
had to wait anxiously as refer-
ee James Leahy went towideo
referee James Child for confir-
mation. He gave the nod and
Darren Holt converted and
rounded off the scoring with a
penalty goal after the final
hooter.

&=

e

cal 08442 411 014 orvisit skysports.com SKY SPORTS

Campbell leads demolition job on Dons

BATLEY Bulldogs grabbed 12 tries as they
demolished crisis club 70-6 Doncaster,
who now find themselves playing home
games at Featherstone as their pitch at the
Keepmoat Stadium undergoes major work.

Bulldogs winger Johnny Campbell
grabbed four of the tries as the in-form
Championship club was just far too good
in every department.

Dons coach Tony Miller says he has
always been realistic through this crisis.

“I knew it was going to be very difficult
to stay in this division, but | have to be
realistic about things,” he said. “We we're
beaten in all aspects today, we looked like

a team who have just been thrown
together, which is what we are,

“We had players coming back from
long-term injury and a few new faces
which doesn’t help. | thought we defend-
ed very well for the first 20 minutes but
the fact Batley had 80 per cent of the play
definitely took its toll on our lads in the
second half.

“I have told the players that they now
need to draw a line in the sand. This is
the lowest we have hit and we now need
to keep improving on a weekly basis.”

A sympathetic Bulldogs coach Karl
Harrison said: “You have to feel sorry for

Doncaster with what they are going
through, but its a dog-eat-dog game, and
we have to be professional.

“Tony Miller and Carl Hall have a really
tough task ahead, but the Dons played for
the full 80 minutes and kept on going
despite getting well beat on the score-
board.

“Handforth and Mennell are getting a
lot of rave reviews at the moment but |
have four big mobile front rowers which
helps the half backs.

“Craig Potter was also outstanding at
right back, but overall a very good team
effort.”
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BATLEY BULLDOGS

SPONSOR No. PLAYER
Hopkins family 1 lan Preece
Mavis, Mac & Jack 2 Ben Feehan
Wayne & Pauline Aston 3 Dale Cardoza
Fletcher family 4 Danny Maun
Laurie & Andrew Grailey 5 Johnny Campbell
Batley Rock & Roll 6 Mark Barlow
Batley Nash 7 Paul Mennell
Kev & Brian 8 Byron Smith
The Benson family 9 Kris Lythe
Leyland Paints 10 Luke Stenchion
Brian Hooley 11 Kevin Crouthers
George & Mary Gomersal 12 Mark Toohey
Study Centre 13 Ash Lindsay
14 John Gallagher
RSM Carriers 15 Anthony Henderson
Benson family 16 Jon Simpson
Protec Security 17 Craig Potter
Gary Tingle & Lorraine 18 Jermaine McGilvary
Richardson
19-
George & Alan Wainwright 20 Dave Toofill
Kirsty, Gemma, 21 Nathan Armitage

Nix, Laura & Karen

Stanningley U-14s & U-17s 22 Nat Browne
Flanagan Transport 23 Chris Buttery
24 -
25 Glen Reid
27 Jamie Aitcheson
John Miller 28 Darryl Cardiss
29 Gareth Greenwood
30 Paul Handforth
33 Danny Samuels
Mary Hughes 35 Jack Watson
COACH: KARL HARRISON
LAST SIX RESULTS: LLWWLW
LAST SIX HOME: WLLLWW

TRIES: Jermaine McGilvary 14, lan
Preece 7, Jon Simpson 6, Paul
Mennell 5, Danny Maun 5.

GOALS: Paul Mennell 31, Mark
Barlow 9. DGs: Paul Handforth
MAN TO WATCH: Johnny Campbell

Batley v Barrow

Sunday June 28th, 2009. Kick off 3pm. MOUNT PLEASANT

We have improved hugely

since last Barrow clash

cially the hardcore of Bulldogs fans

who turned out in great numbers at
our last two away fixtures and especially
those who made the arduous and expen-
sive frip to Toulouse. The players and |
really appreciate your wonderful support.

| would also like to welcome coach

Dave Clark, his staff and players to the
Mount and a special welcome to Barrow
Chairman Des Johnson.

We played Barrow a few weeks ago up
at Craven Park and we were given a les-
son in how to play tough, fast-flowing
rughy league and we were put to the
sword by a ruthless team.

In recent weeks we have worked
extremely hard on the training ground
and to rectify a few problem areas |
thought we had. The players have been
outstanding in their ability to take on

Good afternoon to everybody, espe-

Barrow coach Dave Clark

board new ideas | am trying to put in
place and they have been rewarded by
winning three out of the last four games
and were very uniucky not to pick up all
three points in France.

Today’s game the Bulldogs will have to

raise their game again because | think
Barrow are the best team in the competi-
tion that | have seen and we will have to
be at our very best.

Coach Clark has recruited really well
and they are obviously an extremely well
coached team.

For me personally | am really enjoying
being back in the game and would like to
thank Kevin, my brother Paul and the rest
of the board for giving me the chance to
coach again.

I can assure everybody here today that
the Bulldogs will be a different proposi-
tion to when we last met a few weeks
ago. The players deserve all the credit
they are getting at the moment. It is they
who are pushing themselves to the limit.

| would just like to finish by wishing
the Barrow club all the best in the
Northern Rail Cup final.

No. TODAY’S TEAM  No No. PLAYER SPONSOR

1 Gary Broadbent Advance Roofing Supplies

Full back 2 Mike Backhouse Johnston Recruitment

Right Wing 3- ! ;

3 4 Liam Harrison Premium Solutions

Right Centre 5 James Nixon Furness Heating Components

Left Centre 6 Liam Finch Jimmy Redfern Associates

z 7 Liam Campbell The Infield Hotel

Left Wing 8 Brett McDermott Saunders Transport

9 Andrew Ellis The Marine Travel Company

Stand off 10 Lee Dutton Mike Sear

Scrum half 11 Andrew Brocklehurst Estuary Electrical

Prop 12 Martin Ostler E.P. Access

13 Andrew Bracek R.F. Miller Accountants

Hooker 14 Paul Noone Shaun Anderson Osteopath

Prop 15 Chris Young Abbey House Hotel

16 Jamie Butler Larry Hunt, Cross Keys

2nd row 17 Scott Kaighan Coniston Holidays

18 James Finch Jimmy Redfern Associates

2nd row 19 Chris Larkin Kevin Hodgson

Loose-forward 20 Nicky Beach Paul Turner (NWEM)

21 Joe McKenna Larry Hunt, Cross Keys

Interchange 1 22 Ned Catic Optec Fibres

2 23 Waisale Suka BAE Global Combat Systems

3 24 Alipate Tani SITA (UK) Ltd

25 Sevania Koro E.P. Access

4 27 Darren Holt Jimmy Redfern Associates

28 Michael Darby S & M Leisure (Kit)

32 Ruairi McGoff Nigel and Alison Atkinson

SCORERS 35 Matt Storey Alastair McGregor
Tries
Conv
Pens

DGs COACH: DAVE CLARK
MATCH OFFICIALS LAST SIX RESULTS: LWWWLW
Referee: R Laughhton LAST SIX AWAY: WWWWLL

Touch: S Moss, P Ward
Fourth official: J Asquith

BENNETT’S BET

“Dogs will put up a massive
fight - Barrow by 6”

TRIES: James Nixon 17, Andrew Ellis
13, Liam Finch 7, Liam Campbell 7,
Liam Harrison 7, Chris Larkin 6, Ned
Catic 6. GOALS: Paul Noone 39, Darren
Holt 37. DGs: Darren Holt 2.

MAN TO WATCH: Gary Broadbent
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Hoping for a four-figure gate

WELCOME to everyone from
Barrow for what promises to
be a quality game of rugby
league.

I saw them snatch victory
from the jaws of defeat against
Featherstone to earn a place in
the Northern Rail final and we
know we were well and truly
beaten at Craven Park, so it
will be a difficult game for us.

But the club is on a high.
We had a tremendous turnout
of support in Toulouse and
with the performances we
have put in we are hoping for
a 1,000 gate today.

Karl has gone public to say
our game against Doncaster
was the most important one
of the season so far and
thankfully the players
responded to keep us on track
and hopefully without any
injury problems.

We now need to keep the
momentum going as we go in
to play Sheffield away and
Doncaster at home in July,
which could steer us away
from relegation and dare we

say, even give us an outside
chance of a top six finish!
Toulouse was undoubtedly a
tremendous experience for
everyone that went. It was new
for players and everyone
responded such that our prepa-
ration for the game was faultless.
Karl already had such experi-
ence and Joe learnt from it.
Also the players spent time
together to strengthen team
spirit at the club so well done
to all concerned. The support
was absolutely tremendous
and was a credit to the club.
On our flight from
Manchester 89 of the 150 pas-
sengers on the plane were a part
of our party, which made for a
great trip and a big thanks to
John McVeigh for organising it.
Other supporters made
their own way from Leeds,
Bristol and Switzerland to sup-
port us, including a stag do.
Good luck to Kieran Smiley
and all the best for his forth-
coming wedding.
Next year it would be nice
to fill a 150 seater plane with

our fans and | would be inter-
ested to hear other people’s
thoughts on that but with the
cost of beer there, we need to
start saving now!

Can we take 150 support-
ers to Blackpool for the 9 a
side competition on Saturday
11 and Sunday 12 July where
I think we have a chance of
winning it and appearing at
the Northern Rail Cup Final?

It will be a great weekend
of rugby and adult tickets are
£9 for all games on Saturday
and Sunday at Fylde Rugby
Club where the competition
takes place with a chance to
upgrade the ticket to the final
at Bloomfield Road on Sunday
at a cost of £5. If people can
make it then it should be
another good experience at
not the same cost of Toulouse.
It will be a carnival atmos-
phere and a good day for
adults and children alike.

Last week we witnessed a
club struggling to survive and
fulfil their fixtures, having to
play a home game as if an

away game and having all
sorts of organisational and dis-
cipline difficulties. In effect
doing their best in a turmoil
situation.

If Doncaster can compléte
fixtures and start afresh next
season it will be a big effort
from those now trying to run
the club. When people criti-
cise the running of any club
they need to realise how diffi-
cult the job is.

Thankfully at Batley we
have stability, a solid founda-
tion and continuity as well as
our own ground, all of which
keeps us going but not without
difficulty. Nevertheless we have
been at Mount Pleasant since
1880 (I think) and whatever
our faults, which may be many,
we are still here and at the
moment playing great rugby.

So let’s give each other a
pat on the back and enjoy it
and you never know what we
can achieve

Kevin Nicholas,
Chairman
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MUGEY LEAGUE CLUD

DONCASTER

No. PLAYER
R
2 Dean Colton
3 -
4 Shaun Leaf
5-
6 -
7-
8-
9 Craig Cook
10 Alex Benson
11 -
12 Craig Lawton
13 Josh Weeden
14 Scott Jones
15 -
16 -
17 -
18 Craig Holt
19 Ryan Steen
20 Michael Coady
21 Gamy Ellery
22 Andy Speake
23 Scott Smith
24 Jake Bassinder
25 -
26 Gareth Carey
27 Albert Rounding
28 Jamie Bovill
29 Matthew Carbutt
30 Wayne Opie

SPONSOR

Green Energy Solutions

Pipers Car Sales

Praetorian Ltd
Jane Speakman

Everlast Waterproofing
Andy Booker
Martins Famous Fish Market

RTN Motor Spares

Jill Scarrow
FGH Systems

Sue Walford

Luffe (The Great Dane)

COACH: TONY MILLER
Sponsored by Custom Property Developments

LAST SIX RESULTS: LLLLLL

LAST SIX HOME: WLLLLL

TRIES: Craig Cook 7, Michael Coady 4,
Ross Divorty 4, Gareth Carey 3, Ryan
Steen 3.

GOALS: Josh Weeden 11, Andy Speake
8.DGs:

MAN TO WATCH: Josh Weeden

Dons v Eagles

Sunday June 28th, 2009. Kick off 3pm. CHRIS MOYLES STADIUM, FEATHERSTONE

SHEFFIELD EAGLES

TODAY’S TEAM No.
Full back

Right Wing

Right Centre

. Left Centre

Left Wing

Stand off

Scrum half

Prop

Hooker

Prop

2nd row

2nd row

Loose forward

Interchange 1

2

3

4

SCORERS
Tries
Conv
Pens
DGs

MATCH OFFICIALS
Referee: P Brooke

Touch: P Meadows, C Waywell
Fourth Official: T Mahar

BENNETT’S BET
“Desperate Dons have little hope of
victory — Sheffield by 40”

No. PLAYER SPONSOR
1 Jonny Woodcock AMCO
2 Bolu Fagborun Tolent
3 Menzie Yere 0sl
4 Mike Roby Jim Hawksworth, Suzanne Atkin
5 Ashley Thackeray Anne Collins
6 Brendan Lindsay Pennine Business Forms
7 Gavin Brown Sheaf Telecom
8 Jack Howieson Hanlon & Wright
9 Grant Edwards ~ Bamsley Indusfrial Training College
10 Mitchell Stringer Jayne Whaling
11 Alex Szostak Jack Smith
12 Ged Corcoran Hanlon & Wright
13 Dane McDonald  Bethany, lan & Jackie Swain
14 Andrew Boothroyd G4S Events
15 Sam Barlow Redbrook Business Coaching
16 Trevor Exton Albion Detection Systems Ltd
17 Tom Buckenham Buckingham Insurance
18 Saqib Murtza Zeenat Restaurant
19 Kyle Wood 0sl
20 Matty Brooks Walkabout Sheffield
21 Aaron Groom AMCO
22 Ryan Hepworth Village Shop, Oughtibridge
23 Tangi Ropati HAS Consultants Ltd
24 Matthew Whitaker Jack & Laura London
25 James Morrow  Corus Infrastructure Services
26 Nick Tumbull Hancock & Todd
27 Tommy Trayler Modis
28 Damian Gibson Richard & Andrea Brook
29 Peter Green

32 Danny Mills

33 Joe Walsh

34 Eddie Battye Jill Swire
35 Dan Hawksworth Mr & Mrs Lee
Michael Haley

COACH: MARK ASTON

LAST SIX RESULTS: LLWWLW

LAST SIX AWAY: LLLLWL

TRIES: Tangi Ropati 8, Sam Barlow 8,
Jonny Woodcock 7, Brendan Lindsay
6, Damian Gibson 6, Menzie Yere 5.
GOALS: Jonny Woodcock 64.

DG:-

MAN TO WATCH: Jonny Woodcock

(@ CENTURle] e

WARPAINT
COSMETICS

Keepnﬁdét

DoNS LAKESIDE

COMMUNITY FOUNDATION

t Doncaster Lakeside
iving for Healthler Communities|

RINGWAYS

MOTOR GROUP

Doncaster v Sheffield

CLUBCALL

Corner has been turned after Batley loss

warm welcome to
ASheﬁieId players, sup-

porters and coaching
staff. Today’s encounter will
prove to be a real test for
Doncaster.

Last week we got well
beaten against Batley and |
have spoken to the players
and our aim is to improve
each game.

Hopefully that’s the last of

Eagles have

the players to leave. All the
best to those who have left
and | understand their rea-
sons and i wish them well.

However | only want play-
ers who want to play for
Doncaster and are committed
LORUCRCET B

Over the next few weeks
there will be new players
coming into the side trying to
impress for a contract not

potential to
go very far

TODAY we have a tough game
in front of us against Sheffield
Eagles, who have recently been
strengthened by adding our ex
skipper to their ranks Peter
Green plus Mickey Haley. Also,
as of this week Craig Cook — it
was a bit of a shock and a
strange one how it all hap-
pened but we all have to
except these things and get on
with it.

Sheffield have a very strong
team and have recruited very
well and | for one expect them
to be there or thereabouts
come the end of the year.

I actually think on there day
they could beat anybody and
that showed when they went to
Halifax and won, and | think
with the side they have assem-
bled Mark Aston has high
hopes for the second half of the
season my prediction is they
will at least make the semi’s
come final time.

Last week’s game was not to
easy to take in and we were all
a bit shellshocked at the final
score line but we have set a
benchmark of where we are at
this moment in time and have
to try our best to improve. It's
going to take a bit of time as
some of the lads have never
played at this level but I'm sure

once they get use to the pace
and intensity we will all see an
improvement in there develop-
ment in the weeks to come.

It just shows what a bit of
hard work and belief can do for
you. Batley have turned things
around of late and it all makes
good for the comp.

Last of all | would like to
thank all the supporters who
have come across today and
last week it is always the same
loyal fans faces | see getting
behind this club. You all
deserve a big rap for that.

| would also like to thank Big
Baz's misses Yvonne and
daughter Sharon as well as
Shelly for relieving me of my
duties selling match day pro-
grammes at last week’s game.

Our programme seller could-
n't make it so | started selling
them until the faithful came and
took over from me thank god.
So once again thanks for getting
behind the club and the lads

Good Luck too all the lads
and coaching staff. Co and do
us proud.

Carl Hall, Director of
Rugby/General
Manager

just for this year but for next.

| understand it must be
frustrating for the supporters
with what has happened at
the club as it us for myself
and all the other coaching
staff.

Myself and Carl have been
working real hard to get new
faces on board and make the
team as competitive as pos-
sible.

| would like to say a thank
you to my assistant coach
lan Tattersall, who never
moans always turns up for
training in a positive manner
and is a real privilege to
work with.

Thanks for your support.

Tony Miller,
Dons Coach

Former Don Michael Haley is due to turn out for the Eagles







