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0U are either reading this knowing the
Yresult of the Halifax v Widnes game, or you

are actually at The Shay ahead of the first
‘huge’ match up of the season.

Either way... lucky you!

When | first saw the fixture list for the 2009
season, this round of games jumped out at me
straightaway.

The aforementioned Vikings and Fax are sure
to be there or thereabouts at the top of the
Championship all season so Thursday - or
tonight’s - clash is hugely significant.

| am writing this on Tuesday night so for me
this is still a mouthwatering encounter. The win-
ners will automatically become clear favourites to |
finish the regular season top.

It is no decider — heck, we are only in March -
but it will put down an enormous marker for the
weeks ahead.

Meanwhile in Championship One, the Rams entertain York City Knights. This clash is
just as significant for the lower division and has all kinds of spice added with all the
Dewsbury connections in the York line-up.

With a significant visiting support coming from North Yorkshire, there should be a
great atmosphere at the Tetley’s Stadium to boot.

Both teams have made their mark in the Northern Rail Cup and, along with Oldham,
are hotly-tipped to lead the way at the top.

Again, whoever wins will take so much out of the victory. It is not just about three
points, no matter what the respective coaches would have us believe.

I should also take this opportunity to say ‘bonjour’ to Toulouse, who host their first
ever league game and *hello’ to all those Eagles fans making the long trip to the South of
France.

The French side did not have a very nice introduction to The Championship against
Widnes last week but just how well they do this season will be better gauged by what
happens on their own turf.

The Sheffield lads should just be grateful their trip across the English Channel is not
happening in the summer when the temperatures in the region regularly exceed 40
degrees.

| suspect the Eagles fans will have a great time, whatever the score.

| just wish | was going with them.

MARK FLANAGAN, EDITOR

RFL - official notes

RESPECT family sport and, with this in mind,

Rugby League is passionate and prides action will also be taken ag?linst specta-
itself on being a family game. Please tors who use foul and abusive language.

behave responsibly at all times.
PLEASE KEEP OFF THE PITCH

The RFL requests that spectators do
not venture onto the pitch during or
after the game. Such action is against
ground safety regulations and the RFL
reserves the right to take action against
any person infringing these regulations.

ANTI-RACISM POLICY

The RFLs ‘Tackle It' policy states it will
not tolerate racism of any kind and will
take specific action against spectators
who engage in racist chanting, abuse or
intimidation. Rugby League is a great




Resurgent Rams

ticket gamble pays
dividends

Dewsbury’s relegation really hit the club
hard as sponsors deserted them but
thanks to an innovative season ticket
scheme and some great squad
management from Warren Jowitt, the
Rams are flying, on and off the field

one to forget for the

Dewsbury Rams but there
is now a buoyant mood
around the Tetley’s Stadium.

While Dewsbury won just
two of their 18 league games
last season to be relegated to
Championship One, that
already seems a distant mem-
ory with the club boosting
spirits by unveiling what they
believe is the world’s cheapest
season ticket.

Just £40 would have gotten
you admission to all the Rams’
home league games, two
Northern Rail Cup group
games, a Challenge Cup tie

LAST year may have been

and all second-team fixtures,
which equates to almost £2 a
game.

That has swelled the num-
ber of season ticket holders
from less than 250 last year to
around 800, with an average
attendance so far of 1,170, a
marked improvement on the
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Dewsbury’s hands-on coach Warren Jowitt
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CLUB FOCUS -
DEWSBURY RAMS

800 Dewsbury averaged on
their way to the National
League 2 title in 2006.

In these days of recession
and with the Rams in fierce
competition with Super
League neighbours Bradford,
Leeds and Wakefield, the club
have recognised they have to
do that bit extra to lure sup-
porters and the signs are the
local community is responding
to their initiatives.

“It started when we
reduced tickets for televised
matches last season,” said
chairman Mark Sawyer.

“It seemed to work so we
decided to do the same with
season tickets and it’s had a
big impact on attendances —
and that's even though not all
season ticket holders are going
to each and every match.

“We've found that for
about 100 of the new season
ticket holders, we’re not their
first club. They might support
Bradford, Leeds or Wakefield
but are willing to pay £40 and
come along whenever their
team isn't playing, and that's
something we hadn’t expect-
ed. The rugby league family
has really got behind it.

“Others might just come to
a few games a season but at
£40, you're no worse off just
getting a season ticket they’re
such good value,

“We took a big gamble,

and needed around 500 sea-
son ticket holders to make it
work so it's paid off.

“It's given everybody a lift
and something to look forward
to, which we've needed
because in other areas we're
really struggling.”

Dewsbury have lost 75% of
their sponsorship revenue
since December, which meant
coach Warren Jowitt's player
budget had to be slashed.

Yet the former Hull forward
has still managed to assemble
a squad capable of challenging
for an immediate return to the
second tier, so there is plenty
of cause for optimism on the
pitch as well as off it.

The Rams have won their
opening five games of the sea-
son, topping their Northern
Rail Cup group despite being
in the lower division, and won
at Featherstone for the first
time since Neil Kelly’s title-
winning era of 2000.

While some Featherstone
fans pointed to the absence of
key names such as lestyn
Harris, Dewsbury were with-
out new signings Rob Spicer
and lan Tonks while James
Walker and Jimmy Elston were
injured.

The Rams also beat
Carcassonne in the Challenge
Cup to set up a fourth round
tie with Sheffield Eagles, fur-
ther evidence of the excellent
job Jowitt has done in rebuild-
ing his squad.

“His budget wasn't great,”
said Sawyer. “Some players
had to take a big reduction in
terms but he managed to keep
a lot on despite them receiv-
ing other offers.

“He's also brought some
young players back who

——
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Dewsbury winger Austin
Buchanan takes the ball
forward against Swinton.
The Rams won, one of five
consecutive victories going
into their clash with York

played for us in Under-21s but
have not been playing profes-
sionally the last couple of
years.

“We've only got one foreign
player and he’s working in
youth development, and the
majority of players are only on
match terms.

“Some of the fans thought
we were taking a backwards
step with some high-profile
players going out in the close
season and inexperienced
players coming in, but you
have to take your hat off to
Warren.

“The fans and the club have
been pleasantly surprised by
how well it’s going. We've got
York this Saturday and they
came second in our cup group
so it'll be a good barometer for
us.”

Jowitt has also found time to
promote the club’s Mentoring
And Development (MAD)
scheme, which has created
interest among the amateur
game and further boosted
Dewsbury’s image in the local
community.

Set up by Shaw Cross Sharks
coach James Stephenson, the
scheme will see Dewsbury
players helping youngsters
improve their skills, as well as
giving advice on adopting a
healthier lifestyle, with the
Sharks’ U-9s the first to benefit
from the scheme.

“We've got a big community
team going out week-to-week
with a lot of fans and staff
working hard to promote the
club,” said Sawyer.

“The MAD scheme is similar
to youth development in
schools but the players will get
more personally involved with
junior player development at
local clubs and it gives the kids
someone they can look up to.

“We're investing in these
kids for the benefit of local
clubs and the kids themselves.
Many amateur sides find it dif-
ficult to keep going and this
gives them some of the expert-
ise and help they need.

“We've got a rich vein of
amateur sides in the area that
are really supportive of it, and
you don't get that every-
where.”
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If you put just one name
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‘Steeden offer a range of clothing for match play and training.

To order your kit contact Jason Barrie on

| Sales & Accounts (UK & France) Grays International, Station Road, Robertsbridge, East Sussex. TN32 5DH Email sales@grays-int.co.uk

the world according  to

In this installment of ‘The World According to Wilko’
read about fans voting for the Co-operative player
of the month awards for the first time, the
Challenge Cup draw and his thoughts on the first
Championship games of the season.

| WATCHED the opening match of the season between Widnes and
Toulouse, live on Sky, and | was really impressed with the new look
of the Championships.

It brings a professional image to the league and player’s names
on the shirts helps identify the lads on the pitch.

It was a bit of a shame that the match
wasn't a little bit closer in terms of the
scoreline but it was a great showcase
for the quality in the league.

Widnes played very well, and with
some Super League experience in the
team, and the appointment of Paul
Cullen as coach, they are certainly a
dangerous team.

Toulouse should not be downhearted
though at all with the result.

This was the first match for them in a new
league and they came up against one of the strongest
sides.

They put in a great deal of effort and I'm sure later on in the sea-
son, when they meet again, the result will be much closer.

As has been shown many times it is just the small things that need
to be changed from a Toulouse perspective, this season for them is all
about learning and developing rather than winning all their games.
They need to acclimatise to the speed and ferocity of the
league.

Widnes will make the play-offs in my eyes, and speaking
of knock-out competitions the Challenge Cup draw has
thrown up an intriguing round of match-ups that really
benefits The Co-operative Championship clubs.

The majority of the Super League clubs have been
drawn against each other and the tie of the round has got
to be my St Helens against Leeds Rhinos.

| am looking forward to the game and many people
expected that both teams would be in the final this year.
Obviously we are hoping we"are going to win, if anything to
help erase the defeats to Leeds in the last two Grand Finals.

Something that is great about rugby league is that so often it is the fans who have interesting opinions on the game and |
like to see them being given the chance to be able to voice their opinion.

So it is great that this year fans are being encouraged to vote for their player of the month.

The monthly awards, which are run with League Weekly, will this year see fans able to nominate a player alongside the
League Weekly team and my old teammate Paul Sculthorpe.

I know from speaking to him he is looking forward to catching a few Championship games and, knowing his will to win,
hoping his pick for player of the month wins each time!

All that remains for me to say is enjoy the rugby league this weekend and if you can, go and vote for your player of the
month. The details are all here below!

To vote for your player of the month email the name of your nominated player to
playerofthemonth@generatesponsorship.com including your daytime contact details and favourite team.

You will automatically be entered into a prize draw to win VIP Grand Final tickets!

Jon Wilkin is a Co-operative
‘Good for Everyone’ Ambassador
www.co-operative.coop







