TRUST BACKS
OUR RESERVES

RUGBY Oldham, the Supporters’ Trust, will
again back the Roughyeds Reserves in
season 2009, as announced in the
following press release from the Trust:
“RUGBY Oldham Supporters’ Trust is proud to announce
that, after its successful backing of Oldham RLFC’s reserve
team in season 2008, which culminated in five reserve-grade
players signing professional forms, it will be renewing
sponsorship for season 2009.

“This season, as last, will see the reserve
team in Rugby Oldham-branded run-out
tops, as seen recently being sported by the
first team.

ACHING TO FEEL

BETTER?

WHY NOT TRY
PHYSIOTHERAPY?

“In addition, all reserve team players who
have graduated through the local amateur
scene will be individually sponsored by
Rugby Oldham, leaving the players with
professional contracts available for
sponsorship by companies or individuals.

“Rugby Oldham believes that sponsorship in
this form fulfils its mission statement to
promote local talent throughout the town
and to provide a pathway to the highest
levels of achievement in the sport for local
youth.

Oaklands Hospital Physiotherapists can act quickly to manage
your condition and prevent it from restricting your lifestyle.

develop and nurture talent for the future in
the context of a winning reserve-grade
team.”
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Reserves opened their league campaign
against Hunslet Hawks at Sedgley Park on
the Friday night before the Dewsbury game
and went down 30-50 after conceding 18
points in the first 20 minutes.

Said coach John Hough: “We rallied after
that and | thought we were the better side in
the second half, although we never really
made up for that awful opening spell.

“It’s something we will have to work on in
time for our next match against Leigh
Centurions, which will also be played at
Sedgley Park.”

Included in the Reserves team against
Hunslet were Lucas Onyango, Wayne Kerr,
Jamie I'Anson, Craig Littler and Luke Sutton.

Kerr scored three tries, Ben Heaton and
Mark Smith also crossed and Smith landed
five goals.

“Looking to reduce your annual
Office Supplies Spend?

Free Design & Planning service

Office Supplies Now suppliers of Office
Stationery, Office Furniture, Printed Stationery,
Business Machines, Printer Consumables.
‘Large enough to compete small enough to care’

Unit 4 Holmes Street, Rochdale OL12 6AQ

yN°09

Email: sales@officesuppliesnow.co.uk  www.officesuppliesnow.co.uk
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Results, news, teams and much more every week . . .

the Chronicle is essential for keeping up-to-date

with your team

e Monday ~ the round-up and results from the
weekend's games

e Wednesday ~ news and views from the
Roughyeds

e Thursday ~ all the news from the amateur clubs

More Rugby in your Chronicle

Team: Heaton; Onyango, Hinsley, Littler,
Ward; J Knight, Bradley; I’Anson,
O’Brien, Kerr, Clarke, Smith, Mansfield.
Subs: Eyres, Sutton, D Knight, Orwell.

The Reserves next game is on Friday, May 1
against Leigh at Sedgley Park, kick-off
7.30pm.

Attendance at the first game was
disappointing and club officials, coaches
John and Leo and all the boys are hoping for
better support when they take on the
Centurions.

“The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd"

Price £2.50 Including 'Game On'

i “Rugby Oldham wishes John Hough and
Leo Casey every success in the quest to : '

by ROGER HALSTEAD

OLDHAM’S players will be getting
used to the TV treatment in the
next few weeks with two of their
games in June and a third in
August to be televised live by Sky

Sports.
selection of the

SKY SPORTS [t

Featherstone quarter-final tie in the Northern Rail
Cup for Sky's Thursday night live rugby league slot
means that Roughyeds’ matches will be beamed
across the country three times in the space of nine
weeks.

TAKE 1: First up will be the clash of the 2007
second division Grand Finalists in the last eight of
the Northern Rail Cup at Leigh on Thursday, June 4 -
a home draw for Oldham, but one which had to be
switched from Boundary Park because the ground is
closed for annual pitch repair work from mid-May to
mid-July.

TAKE 2: Just three weeks later Oldham’s Co-
operative Championship One clash at York City
Knights will also feature as a Sky Sports special on
Thursday night, June 24.

TAKE 3: Sky cameras will be here at Boundary Park
for the Oldham v London Skolars league game on
Thursday, August 6, by which time the Roughyeds
players will have had almost as much TV profile as
some of the Super League boys.

As a club Roughyeds are keen to get as much
television exposure as they can and that's why they
pulled out all the stops to find a venue that matched
Sky's requirements for live coverage when
opportunity knocked.

Sedgley Park, regularly used in the past during
Boundary Park’s annual resting period, was not
considered suitable for TV.

Club officials then found themselves with only 24
hours in which to find a stadium that would

accommodate the tie and also meet the TV criteria
as required by the RFL and by Sky Sports.

Several venues were sounded out before Leigh
Sports Village came up trumps, after which
Roughyeds circulated the following press release:
Oldham Rugby League Club'’s attractive home quarter-
final against Featherstone Rovers in the Northern Rail
Cup will be played at the new Leigh Sports Village
Stadium on Thursday, June 4 (7.30pm kick off) and
televised live by Sky Sports.

Roughyeds had provisionally lined up the tie to be
played at Sedgley Park because Boundary Park is
closed for pitch repair work from mid-May to mid-July.
When it was chosen for Sky, however, a new venue
had to be found because Sedgley Park’s facilities are
not suitable for Sky's live television requirements.
Explained Roughyeds’ chief executive Chris Hamilton:
‘We are keen to get our matches screened on
television in order to raise
the profile of the club.

We didn’t want to lose this
opportunity because we
couldn’t play at Boundary
Park, but we had 24 hours
only in which to find a
suitable venue and inform
the RFL that we had acquired
an acceptable stadium.

We spoke to various other
venues, including Spotland
(Rochaale) and Stalybridge
Celtic, but venues where
football is played were all
keen to protect their pitches
in June.

However, we agreed in
principle with Leigh Sporting
Village and later | had a
three-hour meeting over
there in order to tie up the
loose ends.’

profile!

v Swnton Lions

The Co-operative Championship 1
Leimem®)  Sunday 26th April 2009 Kick-Off 3.00pm

Only the West Stand, which seats 3,600, will be open
and Oldham’s normal league match prices will apply,
namely £14 for adults, £10 for concessions and £5
for juniors.

Full ticket details will be announced later, but they will
all be for unreserved seating rather than for specific
seats. This will give supporters more freedom of
choice.

Added Mr Hamilton: ‘This will be another big occasion
for the Oldham club and the first time one of our ties
in the Northern Rail Cup will have been televised.

We will be pulling out all the stops to get as many
supporters as we can over to Leigh that night.’

STEVIE Gibbons, captured in this superb
action shot by Roughyeds photographer
DAVID MURGATROYD in the recent win at
Rochdale, went desperately close to opening
Oldham’s account in the 36-12 defeat by

r 3 Dewsbury Rams at
Boundary Park last
Sunday.
Many fans situated near the
Chaddy End roared as the
Irishman stretched for the
line in a two-man tackle,
believing he had scored, and
one supporter with a good
vantage point from the
hospitality box in that corner
of the ground said: “It was a
try all right . . . the ball was
on the line.”
Boasting the meanest
defence in the division,
Dewsbury became only the
second side in 11 Roughyeds
*, games this season to restrict
‘ Oldham to only two tries. The

other was Widnes Vikings on
the opening day of the
season, February 13.

I OUGHYERDS

B\ P4 The official programme of Oldham Rugby League Football
Aoy Club (1997) Ltd

Pictures in this programme courtesy of Dave Murgatroyd.
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View from
the inside...

Welcome back to
Roughyed Stadium for a
match that takes on
even greater importance
after the loss at home
last week to Dewsbury.
There is no doubt whatsoever that
the Lions will come here fancying
their chances given their good
start to the season and our failings
to date which have seen us lose
two games already in the league.
When the season consists of only
18 games to start with there is not
much margin for error and
although nobody connected with the club - including fans - ever
thought we were going to go through the season without losing
a game, we have to make sure that any future losses mean the
opposition have played out of their skins to beat us. We can only
ask that the team gives its utmost in every match.

There is no doubt that the game is much easier to play up in the
stands and we are all guilty of that at some point in the match,
never mind in the season. The team understands, however, how
much goes into this club on lots of different fronts, from
directors to staff to sponsors to fans and they are the only ones
who, come game day, can do anything about the result.

We are all desperate to see some success on the field and we
are all pulling in the same direction to make sure we get it.

A playing season is never a straight road. It meanders and
twists and turns every time you set out on it and this club does
its utmost to ensure it performs to its level best every year.

As | said last week we are entering a busy and important time
on the field of play and as well as league games coming up we
also have to contend with a Carnegie Challenge Cup tie away at
Gateshead, a team which ambushed us last year three days
after we had put up a good fight against Super League
opponents from Wakefield, which left us physically tired.

That will not be the case this time around and the lads who
were here last season are keen to make sure we get some kind
of retribution this season.

Gateshead have had to move the game away from their normal
stadium because it is not available and we will be breaking new
territory for rugby league if the match is given the green light by
the RFL to be played at

Darlington Football Club.

of commission for the same reasons.

We were going to take the game to Sedgley Park but the picking
of the match for SKY TV meant that was out of the question.

| had a feeling when the draw was made that the match might
be picked for broadcasting and that hunch was right but we
only had just over 24 hours to find a ground to stage it once the
RFL had confirmed it had been chosen.

We are keen to put the club into the spotlight whenever we can
and we will be looking at a number of different ways in which
we can make the match accessible to all of our usual
supporters. We hope that you can appreciate the plight of the
club and rest assured we will be doing our utmost to ensure
there is a reasonable crowd at the game.

Please get behind the team today as we look for three valuable
points.

Enjoy the game.

Chris Hamilton

Chief Executive ks

Greentree

Oldham

Putting Down Some Roots?
Give us a ‘TRY’

Let us Find You a New Pad!
0845 388 9401

www.greeentreeoldham.com

the complete property solutio |
¢ ) % e e Ly
Greentree (Oldham) Ltd, 5 Retiro St, Oldham, OL1 1SA

‘Greentree

Something Different * ‘;,&} i
in Residential Lettings " ;.
for Oldham! k ;
. |

Our success in reaching
the last eight of the
Northern Rail Cup has
seen us paired with
another team who denied
us promotion in
Featherstone Rovers, who
deservedly beat us in the
2007 Grand Final.

. tickets will cost £11.

We are not bitter and
twisted about any defeat,
merely motivated by the
desire to put things right
whenever we lose a
match and that should be
another great game.

Our need to take the game
over to Leigh Sporting
Village was borne out of
sheer necessity with
Roughyed Stadium having
its annual pitch work and
all of the other grounds
which we tried - and there
were plenty ! - being out

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

formation or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8182
allernalively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

for further in

THUNDER

WHERE AND WHEN

WE PLAY
A N N 0 u N c E Date Comp Opponents

GHALLENGE
GUP TICKET
PRIGES

5th Round Challenge Cup, 3pm
Saturday 9 May 2009,
Darlington Arena

Gateshead Thunder
has announced ticket
prices for their home
5th Round Challenge
Cup tie against
Oldham to be held at
the Darlington Arena. The match will be
played at 3pm on Saturday 9 May 2009.

Advance purchase tickets are now on sale at
£10 for Adults and £5 for
Children/Students/OAPs. Tickets can be
bought direct from the Darlington Arena
Ticket Office in person, by calling 0871 855
1833 or online at www.darlington-fc.net.
Tickets are available on the day but adult

Fri, April 10 CC1

Sun, April 26 CC1
Sat, May 2 CC1

Sun, May 17 CC1
Sun, May 24 CC1

Sun, June 21

Sun, July 19 CC1
Sun, July 26 CCH1
Sun, Aug 2 CCi1

Fans are advised to purchase tickets in
advance. Not only are advance purchase
tickets discounted, but pre-booking will
ensure ease of entry on match day. The
Darlington Arena does not operate any cash
turnstiles and tickets are only available from
the stadium ticket office.

Whilst tickets can be purchased on the day,
Thunder are expecting a strong attendance
for what promises to be a pulsating match

and fans are advised to arrive early to avoid
large queues. There will be two windows open for match

Sun, Aug 16 CCH1
Sun, Aug 23 CC1
Sun, Sep 6 CCH1

Thurs, Aug 6CC1’

Fri, Feb 13 NRC Widnes Vikings
Wed, Feb 18NRC Rochdale Hornets H
Sun, Feb 22 NRC Sheffield Eagles
Sun, Mar 1 NRC Hunslet Hawks

Sun, Mar 8 CCC3 Shariston Rovers H
Sun, Mar 15 CC1 Blackpool Panthers H
Sun, Mar 22 CC1 Keighley Cougars ‘A
Sun, Mar 29 CC1 Workington Town H
Sun, April 5 CCC4 Lézignan

v
A

H
A

H

Rochdale Hornets A

Swinton Lions
London Skolars

Hunslet Hawks
Swinton Lions

Sun, April19 CC1 Dewsbury Rams H

H
A

Sat, May 9 CCC5 Gateshead Thunder A

H
A

Sun, May 31 Carnegie CC (Quarter-Final)
Thurs, June 4 NRCQF Featherstone Rov. H
NRC (Semi-Final)
Thurs, June 25 CC1  York City Knights
Sun, July 5 CC1 Workington Town A

Sun, July 12 NRC Final (Bloomfield Road)

A

Keighley Cougars H

Dewsbury Rams

A

Rochdale Hornets H

London Skolars

H

Blackpool Panthers A
York City Knights H

Hunslet Hawks

Play-offs start Friday, Sept 11
Grand Finals Day Sunday, October 4

A

Time Res Score Att

7.30pm W
7.30pm W
3.00pm L
2.00pm W
3.00pm W
3.00pm W
3.00pm L
3.00pm W
3.00pm W
3.00pm W
3.00pm L
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

7.30pm

7.30pm
3.00pm

3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
7.30pm
3.00pm
3.00pm
3.00pm

22-20 2,783
54-4 1,028
22-34 1,173
32-14 582
26-8 800
36-18 880
26-34 1,021
66-14 819
60-30 863
26-18 1,249
12-36 1,147

day purchases and one window exclusively for ticket
collection.

Gateshead Thunder made history beating Doncaster in
the 4th Round of the Challenge Cup to make it to the 5th
round for the first time in the club’s history. Thunder now
makes a little bit more history with the first professional
rugby league match to be staged in County Durham.

Gateshead International Stadium, Thunder’s usual home
venue, is unavailable that weekend with the football
playoff final provisionally booked for the Friday night and
Saturday and Sunday booked out with an athletics
meeting. Thunder therefore took the decision to take the
match to another part of the region.

Rod Findlay, Chief Executive Officer at Gateshead
Thunder, said:

“Gateshead Thunder are really looking forward to playing
our 5th Round Challenge Cup tie at the Darlington
Arena. We’ve been and looked around, seen the
excellent facilities and can’t wait to play our Cup tie
there.

We have had a lot of positive feedback from current
Thunder fans and the people of Darlington and we are
expecting a strong turnout.

The staff at Darlington FC and the stadium are doing
everything they can to make rugby league fans feel
welcome and it promises to be a great day out for both
sets of supporters.”

You know where to Lythgoe

You are invited down to Lythgoe Oldham
for the deal of a lifetime on nearly new
and used cars - while stocks last!

Horvyy down while. stoeks \ast]

FINANCE FOR UP TO 5 WHOLE YEARS!
ON SELECTED USED CARS WHILE STOCKS LAST

crrroen Mazna

View all our 0% over 5 years cars at www.lythgoe.co.uk
Or visit our showroom at: Lythgoe Oidham, 54 Middieton Rd, Oldham, OL9 6AD. 0161 665 3000

www.lythgoe co.uk
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Luke, learn and inwardly

digest the rudiment of rugby

league football!

PLAYER
PROFILE

LUKE
MENZIES

Roger Halstead talks to a young prop
who says there is only one way to gain
experience - by being thrown in at the
deep end.

LUKE Menzies, the young Oldham
prop, isn't 21 until later in the
summer. He knows there is no
substitute for experience and that,
in that respect, he still has a lot to
learn.

Environmental Solutions

Under One Hat

Having said that, this
confident young Yorkshire lad
doesn't want to be marking
time in the sport he has
played since he was eight and
he believes he is ready to be
thrown in at the deep end and
to sink or swim on how well
he plays.

"I think I've served my
apprenticeship at Batley and
at Hull KR," says Luke, "and
my aim now is to become a
'big" player at Oldham as
opposed to a 'bit' player. |
think in the last couple of
weeks I've gone some way
towards achieving that.

"You can only gain experience

demolition

remediation ]

evalidation

professionals in demolition, remediation and environmental solutions

Wm. Quinn Group Ltd.,

Bennett Street, Ardwick, Manchester, M12 5NL
Tel 0161 276 8160 Fax 0161 276 8167
email info@wnquinngroup.co.uk
website www.wmquinngroup.co.uk

by playing and by seeing how
you react when you are
confronted with different
situations.

"At Oldham we have some
experienced players who are
great when it comes to helping
out the younger guys. Paul
Highton's vast experience
speaks for itself, while Junior
(Marcus St Hilaire) is always
willing to pass on the benefits
of his experience."

Even in the modern game,
which contradicts so many of
the sport's traditional theories,
prop-forwards are expected to
be going through the learning
process until they reach their
mid-twenties.

Menzies is fully aware of that,
even though he has already
come up against a lot of those
"different situations" he talks
about.

He has had rugby league
pumped into him since he was
aboy . .. his dad, Alan, made
sure of that.

Alan, whose uncle was former
Halifax prop Steve Lawes,
played for Birkenshaw and had
trials with Wakefield Trinity. And
it was Alan who was mainly
responsible for seeing that his
boy, Luke, was rolling up his
sleeves for Batley Boys at the
age of eight.

To this day, Alan closely
monitors his son's career and
he is never far away when
Luke takes to the field.

"He watches every Oldham
game home and away," says
Luke. "He has been a massive
influence on my career. He's
my biggest fan. But he isn't one
of those dads who thinks his
boy can't do wrong.

"To hear him talk to me, I've
never once had a decent game.
But he means well. And he has
been a huge influence."
Another to whom Luke always
looked for guidance and advice

S

was the late Eddie McGuinness, the former Bradford Bulls and Salford
City Reds conditioning coach, who tragically died in March after being
involved in a road accident in Bradford. He was 43.

"I was very close to Eddie," revealed Luke. "He took me under his
wing in my second season at Batley and | went on to work for him in
his gym as a personal trainer.

"He helped me a lot as a rugby player and as a person, and he also
had a big part to play in my decision to come to Oldham.

"Justin Morgan (Hull K coach) advised me that | would benefit from a
move to Oldham under Steve Deakin and that view was endorsed by
Eddie, who knew Steve well and who had also worked with Chris
Hamilton at England level some years earlier.

"Eddie strongly recommended me to join Oldham and | have to thank
him for that because | am happy here and | am enjoying my rugby.
"Shortly before he died, he sold his gym. | stayed on working there for
a while, but I'm not there any longer. I'm looking out for a full-time job
and | have spoken to Richard Mervill about possibly applying to join
the Fire Service.

"They are going to be recruiting again in June or July and it is
definitely something that appeals to me."

Luke lives in Liversedge, not far from Batley, with his mum, Susan, his
sister, Leigh, and his three dogs --- two Rottweiler males, Ruben and
Reef, and a Labrador female, Diva.

The dogs get on well and, despite the Rottweiler reputation, Luke
insists there is only one boss . . . the Labrador lady.

Among his peers when he was a boy playing for the Dewsbury and
Batley district side was Sam Burgess.

The young Luke fell out with the game when he was about 14, but
some of his mates persuaded him to start playing again with
Drighlington and by the time he was in the under-16s the pro clubs
were starting to sit up and take notice.

Salford were first in, then
Bradford. He was lined up to
sign for Salford, but Bradford
were very persuasive so he
joined the Odsal outfit where
he played for the academy
side for one season, earning
the princely sum of £30 a
game, paid out only if he
played.

new job, and quickly realising that things were not clicking.

"l asked to go out on loan, Justin Morgan had a word with Deaks and
that's how | came to join Oldham, on loan initially and later on a
permanent basis.

"My ultimate goal would be to get back into Super League, but it's
hard to get back; all you can do is keep striving.

“Right now though I'm plying my trade with Oldham and | am very
happy here, and if | continue to carry on enjoying my rugby with the
Roughyeds there's no reason why | shouldn't stay here. It's a good
club."

He had particular cause for celebration after the recent Carnegie
Challenge Cup win against Lezignan when he was called into the
boardroom after the match to receive recognition for his all-round
performance against the huge French forwards in the shape of the
club's champage-moment award (see picture).

Naturally, he was disappointed to be on a losing Oldham side against
Dewsbury, but he remains confident that Roughyeds under Tony B will
still get promoted at the end of the season.

"It's a long season and we've got a good squad. Dewsbury's defence
was terrific. They forced us away from doing what we do best and
took us off our game plan, while sticking to theirs.

"But I'm confident we'll be there or thereabouts come the end of the
year," summed up Luke, whose favourite players are Stuart Fielden,
Jamie Peacock and Adrian Morley.

He will soon be making another big step, leaving the family home to
set up home with his girl friend Stacey.

Her grandparents have started to watch Oldham regularly. Luke says
they have quickly become Roughyeds fanatics and it won't be long
before they are buying replica jerseys.

In the meantime, the young prop is proud to wear the real thing ---
and he is out to keep hold of it despite intense competition.

mobilis

During Bradford's close
season he played in the same
Birkenshaw team as his dad
and it was here that he
attracted the attention of
Batley Bulldogs, his
hometown club.

He made his Bulldogs debut
at the age of 17 against
Doncaster and ended up
battling with a Doncaster
prop, Paul Handforth.

He doesn't recall much about
the game, but he does
remember having a "spot of
fisticuffs" with a rival prop in
what he describes as a
"baptism of fire."

He made spasmodic

Genuine Expertise in Healthcare and Sport
Mobilis is the UK's leading supplier of specialist
healthcare and sports medicine products

We provide solutions for:
Injury Treatment and Prevention
Fitness and Conditioning
First Aid and Healthcare
Sports Performance

Providing you with all your sporting needs

Mobilis Healthcare Group Ltd, 100 Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancashire, OL1 4AY.

0161678 0233 0161 627 4401 infol@mobilishealthcare.com ’
www.mobilishealthcare.com - Please quote ORLFC upon enquiry.

appearances in the Batley
first team, but he developed
well under the wing of Eddie
McGuinness and he began
the following season "with all
guns blazing."

Watched by Hull KR's Justin
Morgan, he picked up a man-
of-the-match award in an
early-season game against
Castleford Tigers and not long
afterwards his agent, Ron Hill, _
phoned to tell him that Hull
KR were interested.

"I was just 19," recalled Luke,
"so | jumped at the chance of
going into Super League. |
made my Super League debut

i

in the May, also against ' foneer of bo

Castleford, and | also played

Communty
Loged Service

WRIGCGLEY
CLAYDON

SOLICITORS Since 1795

lerk Of The Peace. Oldham and Lancashire rugby playe
gh i T ro

against Workington Town in
the Challenge Cup.

"It was good to get a couple
of first-team games so early,

there. It was like going to a FAX 0161

ON STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH

but | didn't feel right over DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAILG
624 3743 TEL 01671 624 8811

wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com
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