SOLDIER BEN
LINED UP FOR
HIS ROUGHYEDS
RETURN

by Roger Halstead

WINGER Ben Seru, out for nearly a year with a
serious injury to his left knee, will be back in full
training at Oldham within the next few weeks.

ACHING TO FEEL

BETTER?

WHY NOT TRY
PHYSIOTHERAPY?

Oaklands Hospital Physiotherapists can act quickly to manage
your condition and prevent it from restricting your lifestyle.

> offer a comprehensive range of physiotherapy services to treat all your aches and p
SPECIAL OFFER: Treatments for as little as £28 when booked as part of a course

ts Injury Rehabilitation | Physiotherapy | Women

people caring for peop

‘OFFICE

"

www.oaklands-hospital .co.uk
SALFORD, GREATER MANCHESTER

OAKLANDS
HOSPITAL

Looking to reduce your annual
Office Supplies Spend? |
Or refurbishing your Office? |
Free Design & Planning service ‘
Office Supplies Now suppliers of Office

Business Machines, Printer Consumables.
‘Large enough to compete small enough to care’

&
&

[ A y Tel: 0845 833 3001

Email: sales@officesuppliesnow.co.uk  www.officesuppliesnow.co.uk

u Stationery, Office Furniture, Printed Stationery,

% U Unit 4 Holmes Street, Rochdale OL12 6AQ
Fax: 0845 833 3002

Allthe )'/= = <211l 500t every Monday
Getinthe Froi rlo Y every Wednesday
Beonthe 1[0 11111112 every Thursday

Results, news, teams and much more every week . . .

the Chronicle is essential for keeping up-to-date

with your team

¢ Monday ~ the round-up and results from the
weekend's games

e Wednesday ~ news and views from the
Roughyeds

 Thursday ~ all the news from the amateur clubs
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More Rugby in your Chronicle N

Since his knee was smashed on his senior
Roughyeds debut in last year's Carnegie
Challenge Cup quarter-final defeat at Wakefield,
the soldier has had a major reconstruction and
has spent the last few months working hard on
an Army rehabilitation programme.

He contacted the club last week to say the time
was fast approaching for his return to rugby and
he had further talks with club officials when,
proudly sporting a Roughyeds replica jersey, he
turned up to watch last Saturday's Carnegie
Challenge Cup clash with Gateshead Thunder at
Darlington.

Said Ben: "I'm running again now, but | am still
working hard on building up the strength in my
leg. The Army physios have told me | could be
back in full training at Oldham in three to four
weeks, but then | would probably need a couple
more weeks to get up to speed."

The British Army's dual-code Fijian winger did
enough in his first-ever game for Oldham, a
reserve team match at Widnes, to earn an
immediate first-team call-up at Wakefield a few
days later, but the tie was only 17 minutes old
when he was forced to limp out of the action.
His signing by Oldham in May,2008 on a contract
that would run to November, 2009 successfully
concluded two months of talks with Army and
player.

Aged 31, and a sapper with 15 Field Support
Squadron, 38 Engineer Regiment, Ben is a
serving soldier with the Royal Engineers,
stationed at Ripon in North Yorkshire.

He came to Oldham's attention with a stunning
performance for the Army when Roughyeds
beat them 56-10 at Aldershot in a third-round
Carnegie Challenge Cup tie on March 9, 2008.
Club officials made their interest known when
the tie was over and he signed ten weeks later
to become the club's first-ever signing from the
Armed Forces.

He was a prominent player for the Army in both
codes of rugby, having twice played for the
union side against the Royal Navy in front of
massive Twickenham crowds ---40,000 in 2007
and 50,000 in the early part of 2008.

Shortly before signing for Oldham he spent two
weeks in South Africa with the Army's rugby
union squad on a special training exercise.
Married with two small daughters, Ben was
devastated when he was so seriously injured on
his Oldham debut, but a year on he is delighted
with his recovery and is determined to be back
in a Roughyeds jersey as soon as he gets the
all-clear.

Chris Hamilton, the Roughyeds chief executive,
said this week: "Ben is back running again, still
in straight lines but he will start stepping again
in the next few days.

"He is a very determined character and we know
he has a lot of ability.

"It was a huge blow to us as well as to him when
he suffered an injury like that on his Oldham
debut, but he is keen to get back now and we
are looking at him being up to full fitness in
about five to six weeks."

8 “The views expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect those of the management and staff of Oldham RLFC (1997) Ltd"
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Club history rewritten as
Benson’s boys put on a
capital show to win 78-10 in
London.

by ROGER HALSTEAD

RAMPANT Roughyeds smashed
THREE all-time club records when
beating the struggling Skolars 78-
10 in London in their most recent
league game. Congratulations to all
concerned in the rewriting of more
than 100 years of club history.

Individually, the toast was Andy Ballard, whose 13 goals
and two tries gave him the distinction of having scored

more points in one game - 34 - than any other Oldham

player going back to 1895 and beyond.

But that wasn't the only Roughyeds record to tumble on
a day when coach Tony Benson's boys rattled up
Oldham Rugby's highest-ever match score and also
recorded the club's biggest-ever winning margin -
achievements that bettered anything produced by the
great Oldham sides of the Roaring Twenties and the
Fabulous Fifties.

Later, a delighted Benson revealed how Ballard kicked
his way into Oldham Rugby folklore despite having to
use a couple of marker cones of different sizes as a
make-do-and-mend kicking tee.

“Andy rarely uses a proper kicking tee,” he said.
“Instead, he will make do with two marker cones, but
they went missing at London and he was forced to
improvise by using cones of different sizes.

“Being the laid-back character that he is, it didn't
bother him one little bit. Amazing really.”

The former Wigan and Salford winger had equalled Abe
Johnson's 81-year-old record haul of 30 points in a
match with nine goals and three tries in a 66-14 win
against Workington Town at Boundary Park five weeks
earlier.

BALLARD THE BOOT |
RECORD POINTS HAU

ROUGCHYED S

The official programme of Oldham Rugby League Football
Club (1997) Lid

v Hunslet Hawks

The Co-operative Championship 1
Sunday 17th May 2009 Kick-Off 3.00pm

This time, on a sunny May day in the unlikely setting of
a North London athletics stadium, he claimed the
record for himself by scoring two tries in the first half
and producing a faultless display of goalkicking to land
13 conversions from 13 attempts.

Only the legendary Bernard Ganley ever kicked more
goals than that in one game for Oldham and that was
50 years ago when he kicked 14 against Liverpool City
on April 4, 1959.

A small crowd - most of those from Oldham -
witnessed the moment seven minutes from the end
when Ballard converted Neil Roden's try from under the
posts to take his total for the match to 32 and thus
cause 81 years of Roughyeds history to be rewritten.
Seemingly unaware of the significance of his
achievement, Ballard said later: "Sure, it's nice to know
I've broken the record, but really | should have scored a
few more points than | did.

“Looking back, | think | should have had two more tries
in the first half - once when | put the ball back inside to
Thomas Coyle and on another occasion when | kicked
inside. Thomas scored himself thankfully, but looking
back | think | should have backed myself in both
instances and gone for the line.

“But that's the way | play. I'm not greedy, | just do what
| can for the team. Still, it's good to keep the points pot
bubbling.”

Ballard has now kicked 75 goals and scored 13 tries so
far this season to amass 202 points in his attempt to
smash Pat Rich's record for the new Oldham club of
146 goals in 2001 and Mick Nanyn's best of 362 points
in 2008.

If he achieves either of those he will then be striving to
beat Ganley's all-time club record hauls of 200 goals
and 412 points in a season, both set in 1957-58.
Surprisingly, Andy doesn't practise his goalkicking other
than in the warm-up before matches.

“There are no rugby posts where we train,” he
explained, “but I've been kicking goals since | was
about seven years old and it just comes naturally. To be
honest | don't think about it all that much. | just go out
anddoit”

Pictures in this programme courtesy of Dave Murgatroyd.



and that will place a burden on the club on several
fronts from cash flow to the playing side with the
team having to play at least 4 matches in that
period and possibly more if we can progress in the
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Northern Rail Cup. FIXTURE LIST Date Comp Opponents V Time Res Score Att

That is one of the many unique challenges that the 2009 Fri, Feb 13 NRC Widnes Vikings A 7.30pm W 22-20 2,783
club face and | personally feel that, because it is an April Wed, Feb 18NRC Rochdale Hornets H 7.30pm W 54-4 1,028
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Welcome to annual event, it gets underestimated. The effort that Friday 17th HUNSLETHAWKS  H L3050 UM Feb22 NRC Sheffield Eagles H 3.00pm L 22-34 1,173
Roughyed Stadium everybody connected with the club puts in should Pl % Sun,Mar1 NRC Hunslet Hawks A 2.00pm W 32-14 582
for our last game ”m°atk%°olfjrr‘r§z%9:gse%‘?af“d itis thosa things that May Sun,Mar8 CCC3Shariston Rovers H 3.00pm W 26-8 800
r enfor ) : Sun, Mar 15 CC1  Blackpool Panthers H 3. ]
gefore Sur antoreed Whilst far from ideal we accept the situation we are Friday 1st  LEIGH CENTURIONS H L 0-56 anrt = pHiher oS DIpI A e10 ) o8O
reak due to pitch ; e . : Sun, Mar 22 CC1 Keighley Cougars A 3.00pm L 26-34 1,021
in and do our best to get on with things. Friday 15th ~ HUNSLET HAWKS A 8:00pm ;
. work. : . Thursdav 215t DEWSBURY RAM e iar Sun, Mar 29 CC1 Workington Town H 3.00pm W 66-14 819
Tris SSREOMNB IBSETW © e (e pRcikus [ fhoss Al LS “PM Sun, April 5 CCC4 Lézignan H 3.00pm W 60-30 863
5 we are a INg our best 10 bring success 10 the . > b
days have certainly made for club. ok 9 Satutkny SOMEARRNLRANERS =1 w2 Fri, April 10  CC1 Rochdale Hornets A 3.00pm W 26-18 1,249

;0-operative Championship 1

headlines and the club has June

e o e e The support at Darlington last week was again Sun, April 19 CC1 Dewsbury Rams H 3.00pm L 12-36 1,147

O

attention following events great and much appreciated and please continue it KEIGHLEY COUGARS H TBC Sun, April 26 CC1 Swinton Lions ~ H 3.00pm W 52-36 1,010
after the hooter last today by gettlng behind the team. « Saturday 20th WHITEHAVEN A 230pm Sat, May 2 CC1 London Skolars A 3‘00pm W 78-10 273
Saturday. Enjoy the game. Saturday 27th YORK CITY KNIGHTS  H 2:30pm Sat, May 9 CCC5Gateshead ThunderA 3.00pm L 16-34 929
That said, the club has dealt 3{1 Sun, May 17CC1 Hunslet Hawks H 3.00pm

with the matter and you can rest assured that } f ’MY\’Z?LU?\/ s July SN May 24 6l Swintonlone A 3.00pm

ev_erybody is focussed on V\(hat. we'want to achieve Chief Executive Saturday 4th WHITEHAVEN H 2:30pm Sun, June 7 NRCQF Featherstone Rov. H 3.00pm

tEIS sgafson and our determination is even stronger Thursday 9th  WIDNES VIKINGS A 7:30pm Sun, June 21 NRC-(Semi-Final) :

than befors. Thursday 16th KEIGHLEY COUGARS ~ A 7:30pm  Thurs,June25 CC1 York City Knights A 7.30pm

On the pltCh the Saturday 25th DEWSBURY RAMS H 2:30pm Sun, July 5 CC1 Workington Town A 3.00pm

defeat at Darlington
was even harder to
take because we
showed that, despite
the fact that
Gateshead were from
a division above, we
were more than
capable of matching
them and there were
long periods where
we dominated the
game.

That game is gone
now and its no good
looking back and in
today's opponents,
Hunslet, we know we

Sun, July 12 NRC Final (Bloomfield Road)

Sun, July 19 CC1 Keighley Cougars H 3.00pm
2:30pm Sun, July 26 CC1 Dewsbury Rams A 3.00pm
2:30pm Sun, Aug2 CC1 Rochdale Hornets H 3.00pm
2:30pm Thurs, Aug 6CC1 London Skolars H 7.30pm
8:00pm Sun, Aug 16 CC1 Blackpool Panthers A 3.00pm
Sun, Aug 23 CC1 York City Knights H 3.00pm
Sun, Sep6 CC1° Hunslet Hawks A 3.00pm
Play-offs start Friday, Sept 11
Grand Finals Day Sunday, October 4

T'DL Interiors

Quality Furniture manufactured direct from our factory.

August

Saturday 1st WIDNES VIKINGS
Saturday 8th BARROW RAIDERS
Saturday 15th LEIGH CENTURIONS
Thursday 20th YORK CITY KNIGHTS
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Genuine Expertise in Healthcare and Sport
Mobilis is the UK's leading supplier of specialist
healthcare and sports medicine products

Teenage new
boys in tough
baptism for

the Reserves
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have a tough test.

Hunslet have been a
beacon to a lot of
other clubs in the
way the club has
been turned around
and the rewards are
also now coming on
the pitch also with a
strong looking
squad.

Their position in the
division is not a false
one and today we
will have to get back
to winning ways in
the league.

The lads have
worked hard in

Mobilis Healthcare Group Ltd, 100 Shaw Road, Oldham, Lancashire, OL1 4AY.
01616780233 0161 627 4401 infof@mobilishealthcare.com
www.mobilishealthcare.com - Please quote ORLFC upon enquiry.

Totalplus Communications Ltd specialise in the design, installation
and management of structured cabling systems for all types of
environments, ranging from single outlets to full site cabling and roll
out programmes. We place a strong emphasis on designing clients
specific systems to meet both existing and future needs.

A YOUNG Roughyeds reserve side, which
included three 17-year-old debutants, was
beaten 56-0 by a strong Leigh Centurions
side at Sedgley Park, following their 50-30
defeat by Hunslet Hawks in their opening
game of the league season at the same
venue.

First-team squad members Jason Boults,
Craig Littler and Luke Sutton were in the
Oldham side, as well as the three 17-year-
old new boys - Ross Coates, who has
been playing rugby union at Littleborough;
Luke Clegg from Oldham St Anne's; and
Austin Barraclough from the Newsome
amateur club in Huddersfield,
recommended by Phil Joseph.

Coach John Hough said that, despite the
defeat, Oldham showed more commitment
and enthusiasm than they had in the first

Kitchens

Free Design and Quotation.
Comprehensive range.

3 : ts fe j
Trgining i wesile game and kept going against heavy odds Bedrooms ngents AO I (lioa:x(::r:'se
SHISURG e | Cep-on until the end of the match. PP ;

improving and
hopefully we will see
the rewards of that
this afternoon.
Following today's
game we will not
have a "true" home
match until 19th July

for further information or quotations contact

Northern House, Moss Street East, Ashton-u-Lyne
Manchester OL6 7BX
Tel: 0161 343 8181 Fax 0161 343 8182
allernatively call Bob Thompson on 07973 684 299 or Paul Gough on 07973 764 938

He said Leigh fielded an exceptionally
strong side and would be expected to be
one of the leading sides in the competition.

Oldham had an opportunity to get a
second crack at Hunslet Hawks on Friday
evening and their next home game, at
Sedgley Park, will be against Barrow on
Saturday, May 30, with a 2.30pm kick off.

Home Studies

Manufacturers of Fine

bespoke Furniture

Visit our factory showroom at:
Hargreaves Street, Off Arkwright Street,
Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9ND
Telephone No: 0161 626 5049
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JAMIE HOPES TO BLAZE THE

PROMOTION TRAIL NOW EARLY-

In recent weeks he has been doing battle
in the Roughyeds' front-row despite a wide
variety of bumps, bruises, twists, sprains
and knocks which would have sidelined
many a player who did not have a

No 9 JAMIE
disposition that was as hard as granite.

I’ANSON “I've been carrying lots of little injuries," he

Roger Halstead talks to a Top Gun who  revealed. "They weren't bad enough to

PLAYER
PROFILE

shoots from the hip. keep me out for any length of time, but
5 ’ they were enough to hinder my

AT the age of 21 Jamie IIA"S,O" s performances, and I'm the first to know

one of the youngest players in that.

Oldham's first-team squad, yethe  "Hopefully, and with a bit of luck, they are
has already experienced many of all behind me now and | can kick-on and
the ups and downs associated with  start to show the sort of form | produced

life as a professional rugby league ~ €arly in the year." o
player. The young Yorkshireman, raised in the
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professionals in demolition, remediation and environmental solutions

Wm. Quinn Group Ltd.,

Bennett Street, Ardwick, Manchester, M12 5NL
Tel 0161 3160 Fax 0161 276 8167
email in uinngroup.co.uk
website v vmquinngroup.co.uk
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Leeds Rhinos Academy set-up and
developed further in two seasons with
Celtic Crusaders down in Wales, hopes to
be blazing the promotion trail with the
Roughyeds over the course of the next few
months.

He is enjoying his rugby here at Oldham -
"more than at any other club I've been at"
-and his goal for the remainder of this
season is to help Roughyeds to achieve
their aim of climbing out of the sport's third
tier at the third time of asking, following
Grand Final defeats in 2007 and 2008.
"Promotion is the goal, no matter how we
do it," said Jamie. "We've suffered a
couple of setbacks in the league and the
automatic spot might now be out of our
hands, although its early days
yet and anything can happen
over the course of the
season.

"We've just got to
concentrate on each game as
it comes up, and see where it
takes us. But promotion is the
goal, and there are more
ways than one of achieving
it."

Jamie was born and bred in
the same area of Leeds as
his Roughyeds captain and
mentor, Robert Roberts.
Jamie is from Whinmoor,
"Two Bobs' from Seacroft, but
both are in the south-east of
the city where they breed
‘em tough, and they breed
‘em for rugby league.
Jamie's grandad and uncle
played league and by the age
of 11 he was following in the
family tradition and turning
out for Whinmoor Warriors
under-12s.

He didn't always play in the
front-row, but he was always
somewhere in the pack -- a
big, strong lad who liked to
play his weight.

Honours came quickly, and
easily . . . Leeds service area,
Leeds and District, Yorkshire
Boys, and the biggest of them
all, the offer of a Rhinos
scholarship at the age of 11.
By the time he was 15 he
was signing pro forms for
one of the most famous clubs
in world rugby league. "l
signed for Rhinos on a four-
year contract," he recalled,
"and it was great to be at a
club like that while | was so
young.

"They had great coaches,
fantastic facilities and
everything about the place
was professionalism at its
best."

In his early days at Leeds,

(-

Jamie couldn't go wrong. Playing for the Rhinos junior sides as
well as for Hunslet Parkside under-15s and under-16s, he
represented England under-16s and England Academy as well as
being named Top Gun at a national development squad.

During his apprenticeship with Rhinos he had a brief spell on loan
with Featherstone Rovers and it was while he was at Post Office
Road that he came up against a team that was just starting to
make a name for itself in South Wales, Celtic Crusaders.

He must have made a big impression on Celtic because coach
John Dixon was soon keen to inquire about the future plans of the
young, energetic and robust front-rower who didn't know how to
take a backward step.

Jamie takes up the story. "When | was 19 | realised it was time to
move on from Leeds. Crusaders were interested in taking me
down to South Wales and although it was a massive move for me,
which involved uprooting and going to live down there, | saw it as
an ambitious club that would be right for me."

In his first year in Bridgend, things couldn't have worked out any
better. He got a lot of first-team football; quickly became a fans'
favourite; and learned a lot from team mates, several of whom
had played NRL football in Australia.

At the end of his first year there, Crusaders won promotion to
what was then National League One. They strengthened the
squad, and Jamie discovered in his second season that he was
getting fewer opportunities at senior level.

"| still played about 17 first-team games," he recalled, "but
nothing like as many as
the year before and |

future for the sport in the south of the Principality.

He opined that the RFL should stick with Crusaders and continue
to encourage them and added: "To push the game down there is
one of the best things the Rugby League has done in recent years.
"Now that Crusaders are in Super League, they can only get
stronger and | am sure that eventually the game down there will
flourish. | hope so anyway. They deserve it."

Jamie, who was only 11 when he used to watch Marcus St Hilaire
playing for Leeds at Headingley, looks to ‘Junior','Two Bobs' and
the other senior professionals at Oldham for guidance, just as he
sought help from his more experienced colleagues at Leeds and
at Crusaders.

"I don't have a hero within the game," he added, "but | respect
every single person who plays this game and | am learning all the
time from players who have been around for a lot longer than |
have."

Jamie has recently joined forces with ‘Two Bobs' in representing
Roughyeds on community work in primary schools right across
the Oldham borough.

Each day of the week they do morning and afternoon sessions in
the schools, and Jamie is learning the rudiments of community
work from his club captain, just as he takes guidance from him on
the field.

Putting Down Some Roots?
Give us a ‘TRY’
Let us Find You a New Pad!

0845 388 9401

www.greeentreeoldham.com
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the complete property solution,

Greentree (Oldham) Ltd, 5 Retiro St, Oldham, OL1 1SA

Greentreejp
Oldham

Something Different
in Residential Lettings
for Oldham!

found myself in the
Reserves a lot more than |
had been in 2007.
"Things were not working
out for me as | had hoped,
and | tried to get a move
back to the North on loan.
A few clubs were

=

interested, including ' WRIGLEY *\
G-L-AY B.O:N

SOLICITORS since 1795

Oldham, but Crusaders
were asking for too much
money so | had to wait
until the end of the
season when | had
negotiated a settlement
for my release.

"Once | was free to move b

| talked to Oldham again, i
and signed, and | am glad
| did because | am really
enjoying my time here."

He has no regrets about 29/33 UNION STREET OLDHAM OL1 1HH
moving to Wales, though, DX 23607 OLDHAM EMAIL

and he is firmly of the
belief that there is a great

FAX 0161

ng, Clerk Of The Peace, Oldham and Lancashire rugby player, early
tham Rugby Club and solicitors Armstrong, Whitticker and Ogden P
s to today’s Oldham RLFC solicitors Wrigley Claydon Sz

@wrigleyclaydon.com WEBSITE www.wrigleyclaydon.com

624 3743 TEL 0181 624 6811
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