Official matchday magazine of the Co-operative Championships

g
7 INSIDE: WII.I(III WE NEED HONESTY

The co-operative good foreve ryone @ MATCH-DAY STATS AND INFORMATION FOR EVERY GAME
- M"M ‘ - QUIZ, DONS IN COMMUNITY, BETTING, & WEEK IN REVIEW
food | bank | travel | insurance | pharmacy | funeralcare | electrical @ —— g’ BUY GAME ON AND SUPPORT YOUR CHAMPIONSHIP CLUB




L
ROCKS BLACKPOOL!

Tickets at £9 and £5 concessions from Co-operative Championship clubs. Upgrade to
Northern Ra'i'l’(p'Finm for only £5 and £2 concessions. Tickets limited to 150 per club -
460K ¢ early to avoid disappointment. See www.visitblackpool.com-for-accommuodztion—

www.northernrail.org &RFL .

Official matchday magazine of
the co-operative Championship
and Championship One clubs
Game On, Edward Latham House,

1 Oates St, Dewsbury, W Yorks WF13 1BB
Tel: 01924 439498

Fax: 01924 457994

Email: gameon@newspost.co.uk

GONTENTS

Issue No.15
May 21 — May 27, 2009

Ambassador Wilkin ...
News round-up...
Action Replay ....

MATCHDAY
Barrow v Featherstone.............
Batley v Whitehaven...
Doncaster v Halifax
Sheffield v Toulouse
Widnes v Gateshead..

Skolars v York.
Swinton v Oldha
Workington v Dewsbury..

Doncaster in the Community..

Ahead Of The Game...

On The Money...........

The Quiz.

Fixtures...

Stats and results. 38/39

The co-operative

CHAMPIONSHIP 1

P S
Carnegie
Challenge

NORTHERN
RAILCUP

The whole Rugby
League community
is backing Dons

OFTEN in the history of rugby league clubs have
found themselves in financial difficulty.

The game has been littered with its own version
of the credit crunch many times over the years.

But whenever it happens that does not take
away from the collective pain - although a few
outfits have evaporated that not too many would
have shed a tear for.

The latest to suffer from serious financial pain
are Doncaster and heaven forbid it gets to the
point of no return as they are one organisation
everyone in the game would like to become safe
and secure. From talking to various people that
much is apparent.

We at Game On also like Doncaster a lot. They
are great to deal with, very professional and have
been very supportive.

On Sunday Featherstone were very generous in
giving some of their gate receipts back to
Doncaster. It is the kind of gesture that rughy
league has become synonymous with.

It really is one big family.

Doncaster’s situation is apparently grave and
the squad have had to take a substantial pay cut while two of their better players have
moved on - Paul Handforth to Batley and Kyle Briggs to Featherstone.

The South Yorkshire outfit have a grand stadium to play in, but it is not one they own
so they do not take all the revenue it generates.

When they moved in there the hope was a state-of-the-art all seater arena would
encourage a bounce in attendances.

It hasn’t happened.

Despite a recent promotion the crowds have never come to the Keepmoat in sufficient
numbers to match the ambitions of the board.

The club has struggled to attract four-figure gates while they barely managed half that
for their Challenge Cup tie against Gateshead.

It is such a shame the Doncaster public have not supported the club over the years
because they have some smashing people busting a gut to keep things going.

Good luck to Dave Marshall, Carl Hall and everyone else at Doncaster and | hope you
find a long-term solution.

You might not have a big enough support from the people of the town but it is fair to
say you do from the rugby league fraternity as a whole.

And hopefully that will make the difference.

RFL - official notes

RESPECT family sport and, with this in mind,

Rugby League is passionate and prides action will also be taken agginst specta-
itself on being a family game. Please tors who use foul and abusive language.

behave responsibly at all times.
PLEASE KEEP OFF THE PITCH
The RFL requests that spectators do

ks

GAME ON EDITOR
MARK FLANAGAN

ANTI-RACISM POLICY

The RFLs ‘Tackle It' policy states it will
not tolerate racism of any kind and will
take specific action against spectators
who engage in racist chanting, abuse or
intimidation. Rugby League is a great

not venture onto the pitch during or
after the game. Such action is against
ground safety regulations and the RFL
reserves the right to take action against
any person infringing these regulations.
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This week Jon pulls no punches as he
talks about honesty in sport

IT’S often very sad to me that sport has created a state of almost robotic
repetition not only in terms of the skills and expectations on the field of
play but | suppose it's more and more evident off the field.

As a professional you have a duty to answer questions posed to you in
a ‘certain’ or ‘correct’ way to avoid popping your head out from the
crowd. That concept alone baffles me. Is there a specific way in which
you are required to respond to a question?

If you don't respond in the expected way then | often think people
who are honest in sport are singled out as a minority when in reality
many sports people and especially rugby league inter-
views are full of sentences which aim not to
offend and to remain free from actual opin-
ion while ruffling as few feathers as possi-
ble.

An example of this would be James
Graham who recently, when asked about
the ‘Magic Weekend’, responded by say-
ing he was not fan of the concept and
as a player it was an extra fixture and
something he did not enjoy. It made me
laugh when James'’s opinion was viewed as
almost illicit? How could a rugby player, and
prop forward at that, have an opinion!?

James told the truth and when asked his opinion he gave
it. It infuriates me that all people could do is almost accuse James of being
negative. | understand that as a professional sports person there is a respon-
sibility to be a role model and send the right messages to the public from
yourself, your team and the sport — but should this come at the expense of
the truth?

Surely by feeding players lines to regurgitate or by teaching young
players to switch the personality button off while being interviewed is
just a negative thing and all it makes is for dull predictable answers
in which the players’ opinion is lost amidst an overwhelming
mass of clichés. | am guilty of it myself and | very often fall into a
trance like state and before you know it... ‘It's a game of two
halves’, ‘give credit to the other team’ and several agreements
on how ‘excellent’ everything is. ;

Then the interview is over and | am sat at home wishing | e R

had said what | believe rather than what | should say. | would A .
like for personality to be brought back into sports interviews on Wilkin is a co'Opel'atlve

before the dawn of semi autonomous sports people whose back- ‘Good for Everyone’ Ambassador

sides are raw from sitting on the fence. &
And so; | think the concept of the Magic Weekend is a fantas- WWW.co-oper: atlve.clmp

tic one for fans, for the media, for the economy of the area it's
played and for people who have never watched a game of rugby league before.

I think it has been a success in that respect, without doubt. But it’s not such a resounding success for the players in my view. It’s a
fixture which is very much a break in routine and a disruption | suppose. | would much rather, as a professional, it be a simple home
or away fixture in the engage Super League. Going to a neutral venue to play one game for the benefit of sharing changing rooms
and hotels is hardly a serious challenge but it’s not ideal preparation for a game. As a professional you aspire to have an ideal prepa-
ration every week. | also think, in my opinion, that the atmosphere at the ground is pretty timid in comparison to a Super League
fixture. A Saints and Wigan game alone could draw 20,000 plus people.

| wonder what happens now for example if a Scottish family went to watch the Magic fixtures and enjoyed themselves. They
would face a hefty commute to watch live engage Super League matches and if their children wanted to play the game there is no
way that can happen. That is the challenge for Rugby League as a sport. It's making a new fan base and renewed interest in the sport
when in reality some of the areas where rugby league remains the number one choice for adults and children are struggling to
uphold a professional team.

| hope that events like the Magic Weekend attract interest and that inspires the development of an infrastructure to uphold the sus-
tainable future for the sport in the area.
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Dons confident
of N0 Mass .-
exodus

DONCASTER hope Paul
Handforth will be the last
player to have to quit the
club because of their finan-
cial crisis.

Half back Handforth
requested to leave for
Championship rivals Batley
Bulldogs last week for
greater financial security,
with the Dons currently
desperate for cash.

They had already had to
release his half back part-
ner Kyle Briggs to
Featherstone on a free
transfer the previous week.

But Dons director of
rugby Carl Hall reckons the
playmaker could be the
last to walk.

“At the moment, it does-
n't look like any more play-
ers will be leaving,” Hall
told League Weekly.

“We've had a talk with
all the lads about what’s
happening and they have
all confirmed their commit-
ment to the club. It’s disap-
pointing to lose Paul
because he’s been going
well for us but it's purely
down to financial reasons.

“He has a few personal
issues at the moment and
he has to put the security
of his family first.”

Handforth said that he
“didn’t make the decision

aul Handforth, who has
left Doncaster for Batley

lightly” but added: “I feel
this is the best move for
me long term.”

The Dons received a
helping hand from
Featherstone at the week-
end, with Rovers agreeing
to let them have 50 per
cent of the gate receipts at
the away supporters’ turn-
stile. “I'd personally like to
thank (Rovers owner) Mark
Campbell for an unbeliev-
able gesture,” said Hall, a
former player with Rovers.

* Meanwhile, the Dons
are holding a Kiwi Masters
versus Dons Legends two-

RUGBY LEAGUE CLUB

handed touch rugby game
ahead of their televised
home clash with Halifax on
Thursday night. The game
will start at 6pm and the
Kiwis are set to include
Hall himself, ex-Leeds
favourite Willie Poching
and former Dons half back
and current Harlequins
assistant Latham Tawhai.
Ex-Dons players who
want to get involved can
call Carl Hall on
07917693274.

PENNY DROPS

Widnes Vikings, in a deal
facilitated by fans’ organi-
sation VIQI, have signed
Warrington duo Steve
Pickersgill and Kevin
Penney on a month’s loan.
Both will be in Paul
Cullen’s squad for this
weekend.

Vikings’ Sporting
Director Terry O’Connor
said: “There has been a lot
of work going on behind
the scenes over the last few
weeks and I'm pleased that
it has finally come to
fruition. Steve is an impres-
sive young man who will
add size to our pack whilst
Kevin had shown he has
the pace to be a threat to
all defences.”

Mills returns

WINGF(R Danny Mills has rejoined
Sheffiéld Eagles on a month’s loan from
Widnes Vikings.

The 26-year-old moved to Widnes at
the end of last season when he was the
Eagles’ top try scorer with 14.

His speed and power earned him a
two-year contract at Widnes but he has
not yet played in the Vikings first team.

Mills was signed by Steve
McCormack but two months into the
season he was replaced as coach by
Paul Cullen and Mills hasn’t figured in
his first team plans.

Eagles’ coach Mark Aston is delight-
ed by the one-month loan signing.

He said: “It’s great to have Danny
back — he had a great season for us last
year and is one of the best wingers out-
side of the Super League.

“He was feeling frustrated at Widnes
and just wants to play in the first team.
I’'m delighted and | know the fans will
be excited by Danny coming back.”

Loan option

KEIGHLEY boss Barry Eaton is weighing
up a loan swoop for Whitehaven forward
Ryan McDonald.

League Weekly understands Haven
coach Ged Stokes is keen for McDonald
to prove his match fitness away from
the Recreation Ground having recently
returned from an ankle ligament injury.

The big prop played against
Featherstone and Toulouse recently but
was adjudged to be just short of the
standard required for the Championship.

Cougars coach Eaton is looking for
options in the forwards with Brendan
Rawlins still awaiting visa clearance and
was running the rule over tapes of those
two matches to assess whether
McDonald would make a handy addition.

The prop would be the second new
signing this month should Eaton decide
to make a move. He has already
snapped up centre Damien Reid on a
deal until the end of the season.

Roughyeds fans can travel free to quarter-final

LDHAM are offering fans
OFREE travel to Leigh for

their televised Northern
Rail Cup quarter-final clash
with Featherstone Rovers on
Thursday, June 4 when U-16s
accompanied by an adult will
get in for only £1.

Free travel has been

arranged by the club in con-
junction with Atlantic Executive

Travel Ltd of Heywood.

front of the television cameras, at the same time. The match

both on and off the field.”

ticket will double-up as a trav-

Coaches will leave at 6pm el voucher but ONLY if a reser-

Roughyeds chief executive
Chris Hamilton said: “This is a
fantastic gesture by Atlantic
Executive Travel. It will be a
big night for the club and we
want to put on a good show in

from five pick-up points and
seats on the free coaches
MUST be pre-booked and that
needs to be done by buying a
match ticket in advance and
reserving a seat on the coach

vation for the coach is made
simultaneously.

Match tickets are available
from the Roughyeds office in
Lansdowne Road, Chadderton
(tel: 0161 628 3677).
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Hornets prove

they are ‘very good’

1

from seven against Blackpool Panthers
8

Dewsbury’s Pat Walker, who kicked seven

YORK fans probably still haven't
worked out what hit them at Spotland
after they threw away a huge lead to
lose 36-30 against HORNETS.

After nine minutes their side were
18-0 ahead and the Yorkshiremen’s
taunts of “you’re not very good” were
rattling round Spotland.

They had a point as a Hornets side
decimated by injuries — especially in
the forwards — spilled the ball on the
second drive of the game and didn’t
touch it again for nearly ten minutes.

However, they showed a lot of bot-
tle and, led by Brett Robinson and lan
Sinfield, staged a tremendous fight-
back to take the win which puts their
points’ tally into the positive for the
season.

Good old-fashioned rugby league
was the order of the day as
DEWSBURY remained top of
Championship One after completing
an emphatic 42-16 victory over
BLACKPOOL on a gluepot of a pitch.

Powerhouse second row Andy
Bostock was the try-scoring hero with
a hat-trick as the Rams made it a per-
fect seven wins from seven games.

And stand-off Patrick Walker
chipped in with a perfect seven from
seven conversions.

Dewsbury lead the way ahead of
Oldham by two points, having played
a game less.

Rams coach Warren Jowitt was sat-
isfied with the overall display.

He said: “Blackpool are not the
pushovers they used to be and
showed they can play for 80 minutes
although the score may not reflect
that.

“We've had to be on our toes today
and been made to work hard for that
scoreline.

“The conditions were tough with
the rain, mud and wind but those con-
ditions seem to suit us.

“Bostock carried the ball well and is
a very strong player. Walker has bags
of skill but Taron Wildey and Rob
Spicer were outstanding in the pack
and ran Bostock close for man of the
match.”

Two tries by man-of-the-match

Marcus St Hilaire eased OLDHAM to a
hard-fought 22-16 victory over an
emerging HUNSLET side at rain-swept
Boundary Park.

The advances made by the Hawks
this year under Graeme Hallas were
evident for all to see. They arrived at
Boundary Park in third position in the
table and they quickly made it clear
that they had travelled to Oldham
intent on ruffling a few feathers.

Unpredictable as ever, the
Roughyeds missed a couple of gilt-

* edged scoring chances in the first few

minutes, but then proceeded to frus-
trate their fans with careless handling
and dodgy defending.

LONDON SKOLARS claimed a rich-
ly-deserved 24-18 victory against a
WORKINGTON team that has quite
simply hit.rock bottom.

Low on confidence and already

struggling to score points, Town turned

in a performance lacking in endeavour

! and enthusiasm, qualities that the

Skolars possessed in an abundance.

The game itself was a very poor
affair, with both teams forcing passes
that were simply not on and far too
much ball going to ground.

KEIGHLEY recorded a workmanlike
32-16 home victory against the
SWINTON, who suffered their third
defeat in a row.

The game was a battle in the for-
wards and Andy Shickell produced a
man-of-the-match performance for the
Cougars, leading the way for the rest of
the pack with lively back Jon Presley
also a close contender, adding a couple
of tries to his tally for the season.

A pleased Cougars coach Barry
Eaton said: “The first half was really
tight, nothing much between the sides.

“We talked about starting the sec-
ond half in the right frame of mind,
with the right rate of intensity and we
did the exact opposite.

“We have got to make sure we do
the right thing for longer periods.”

Eaton went on to comment about
debutant Damien Reid, saying: “He
showed some really good touches and
| thought defensively he was outstand-
ing.”

\

Eagles land
first blow
on leaders

Leaders HALIFAX suffered their first Co-
operative defeat at the hands of a superb
SHEFFIELD side who thoroughly deserved
their 40-26 victory.

A disappointing afternoon for Matt
Calland’s side was compounded by
Brendon Lindsay’s late solo try which
denied the hosts a bonus point.

Sheffield coach Mark Aston was pre-
dictably delighted, adding: “We're getting
better week in week out.

“I thought our kicking game was out-
standing today. We've got a lot of belief
and a lot of confidence.

“We came here today and wanted to
challenge an undoubted quality side.

“It takes a little time to start gelling and
| believe we're really starting to gel now.

“I'm absolutely delighted because |
think we've got a really special group of
people at this club.”

Halifax coach Matt Calland was disap-
pointed with his side’s performance. He
said: “We looked a bit disjointed today, |
don’t think we deserved to win.

“We were still in the game late on but
we never deserved to be. We got beaten
in every department, we were out-
enthused, out-muscled and out-smarted”.

In the heat of a May evening
TOULOUSE ‘raided’ the BARROW line
two minutes from time to seal a 22-14
win against the second-placed team in the
Championship.

Constant Villegas theatrically grounded
the ball over the line for the winning try,
Wynn again converting to secure the vic-
tory. So, on the hooter, Toulouse made it
five from five with yet another win.

The co-operative
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They had seen this as a test of their
Championship credentials, after a poor
start to the season, and came up trumps

- against a dedicated and tough Barrow

outfit who battled to the last second.

After the game Toulouse coach Gilles
Dumas was a happy man. Gilles doesn’t
say much, but the wry smile on his face
spoke volumes.

WHITEHAVEN gained revenge for their
last gasp Challenge Cup defeat at
CATESHEAD when they edged home in
another high scoring thriller 38-34.

There was little to separate two sides
who shared 14 tries after a pulsating first
half had ended 20-20.

Thunder should have been ahead at
the interval but a ball steal on the hooter
allowed Rob Jackson to scamper over and
tie the scores.

Neither side was more than eight
points to the good in another entertaining
arm wrestle which was finally settled early
in the final quarter.

Playmaker Greg McNally burst into life
to claim two long range tries in two min-
utes, tagging on the easy extras on both
occasions. |

It settled a tight game that saw
Gateshead’s three debutants from French
club Pia, Nick Youngquest, Paul Franze
and Kris Kahler, score five of the home
side’s seven tries.

FEATHERSTONE piled on the misery

Sheffield’s Sam
Barlow gets away
from Mark Roberts

for cash-strapped DONCASTER with an
impressive second-half performance to
win 68-12.

Former Barrow centre lan Bell grabbed
three tries on his Rovers debut and
Scotland winger Jon Steel and centre
Tommy Saxton also collected hat-tricks as
Rovers ran riot.

Joe McLocklan added seven goals from
eight kicks as Featherstone bounced back
in style from successive home defeats
against Halifax and Warrington to climb to
fourth in the table.

Rovers coach Daryl Powell was
pleased with his side’s second-half per-
formance.

“I was a little bit disappointed at half-
time because it took us a while to get going
but | thought we were excellent in the sec-
ond half and some of our play was of a
high quality,” he said. “I was able to have a
look at lan Bell who is obviously strong
and has added a new dimension to us.

“All in all it was a pleasing effort across
the board for about 50 minutes. We got it
together eventually and that is the impor-
tant thing.

“I think Tony Miller has done an excel-
lent job at Doncaster and it’s tough for
them at the moment but | knew they
would be full of spirit.”

LEIGH completed the double over
WIDNES and moved up into fourth place
in the table with a 23-16 victory.

No quarter was given by either side as
the Vikings raced into a 10-0 lead before
the Centurions hit back to lead 14-10
with two tries from Dave Alstead six min-
utes before the break.







