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Pride Passion Performance
We've got Cups full

Northern Rail 9s & Northern Rail Cup Final 17/18 July, Blackpool
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Northern Rail is the largest train operator in the UK, running over 2 SOO services
every week day and calling at 500 stations

www.northernrail.org
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LAST YEAR | had the pleasure of spending an afternoon in the company of Joe
Egan, the former Wigan and Great Britain hooker who emerged as the oldest
surviving player to have featured in a Challenge Cup final.

Joe, who is now 91, captained Wigan against Bradford at Wembley in 1948
and has clear memories of his experiences that day, an incredible 62 years
ago. His knees may not be what they were, the punishment of almost two
decades spent in the cut and thrust of the scrimmage in the days when
scrums were scrums has clearly taken its toll, but his mind is still sharp.

His hands aren’t bad either, even if his reaction times aren’t what they
were, as a quick game of pass with one of the sport’s all-time greats proved.

The most surprising thing for Joe was the
feel of the modern Rugby League ball, an
object which has few similarities with the ball
used throughout much of the sport’s first
century.

The Steeden ball is lighter and more aero-
dynamic than its heavy leather predecessor
and a twinkle appeared in Joe’s eyes when he
was'asked how he would have liked to have
played with the modern version.

“We certainly wouldn’t have dropped it as
often. You can’t drop i, it sticks to your
hand,” said Joe, who in an era when comple-
tion rates related to factory shifts rather than
sets of tackles was one of the most accom-
plished handlers in the game.

The theory that it’s nigh on impossible to
drop the ball nowadays held little water at
Bigfellas Stadium last Thursday when Steeden balls were squirting in every
direction from the slippery hands of Featherstone and Toulouse players.

It may only have been a light drizzle but the precipitation had a positively
precarious impact on proceedings at Post Office Road where the home side’s
winning start to the Co-operative Championship season was brought to an
abrupt end.

Error-strewn games can often be frustrating affairs but not last week in
front of the Sky Sports cameras which managed to capture a compelling con-
test rich in drama and excitement.

It made for perfect television in front of a crowd of 2,223, whose presence
in the two stands at Bigfellas Stadium framed the action superbly to enhance
the burgeoning appeal of Thursday night Co-operative Championship action.

RFL - official notes

RESPECT family sport and, with this in mind,

Rugby League is passionate and prides action will also be taken against specta-
itself on being a family game. Please tors who use foul and abusive language.

behave responsibly at all times.

PLEASE KEEP OFF THE PITCH
ANTI-RACISM POLICY The RFL requests that spectators do
The RFLs ‘Tackle It' policy states it will ~ not venture onto the pitch during or
not tolerate racism of any kind and will  after the game. Such action is against
take specific action against spectators ground safety regulations and the RFL
who engage in racist chanting, abuse or  reserves the right to take action against
intimidation. Rugby League is a great any person infringing these regulations.

John Ledger, RFL Media Manager
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overs are in like
inn during April

PLAYER OF THE MONTH - APRIL
LIAM FINN,
FEATHERSTONE ROVERS

TWO Featherstone Rovers players make the League
Weekly/Game On team of the month for the second
month running after an outstanding period for the club.

Jonny Grayshon is again selected in the back row, but
scrum half Liam Finn also picks up the Player of the Month
award after the ex-Dewsbury scrum half dropped a late,
late match-winning drop goal at Widnes on the last day of
the month, to seal a 9-8 win and keep his team unbeaten
at the top of the Co-operative Championship.

There is a third Fev player in the selection too, with Kyle
Briggs producing a series of consistently high-quality per-
formances to earn the stand-off berth.

It was a month when the top five opened up a gap over
the chasing pack with six points between Halifax in 5th and
Toulouse in 6th.

But at the top Leigh and Barrow are keeping the pres-
sure on Daryl Powell’s side, and the make-up of the side
reflects the league form.

Besides three Rovers players, there are three from
Barrow, two from
Leigh and one
each from
Widnes and
Toulouse.

Halifax full-
back Shad
Royston can’t
stop scoring tries
and led the
| Championships
scoring list at the
end of the month
with 17 in all
competitions.

Barrow mean-
while went
| through the
| month unbeaten
and twice put
50-plus points
past opponents,
and they provide
both wingmen
for the April
team, in Andy
Ballard and

g i - Jermaine
GRAEME MATTINSON - MR CONSISTENT  McGilvary, who

4

APRIL 2010

PLAYER OF TH
MO|
LIAM

CO-OPERATIVE CHAMPIONSHIP
TEAM OF THE MONTH

1 Shad Royston (Halifax)

2 Andy Ballard (Barrow)

3 Matty Blythe (Leigh)

4 Lee Paterson (Halifax)

5 Jermaine McGilvary (Barrow)

6 Kyle Briggs (Featherstone)

7 Liam Finn (Featherstone)

8 Chris Hill (Leigh)

9 Graeme Pattinson (Whitehaven)
10 Brendan Worth (Toulouse)

11 Jonny Grayshon (Featherstone)
12 Shane Grady (Widnes)

13 Ned Catic (Barrow)

The co-operative

HIS CUP RUNNETH OVER
- STEVE MACK

COACH OF THE MONTH
- APRIL

STEVE McCORMACK,
BARROW RAIDERS

BARROW RAIDERS boss Steve
McCormack is the Coach of the
Month for April, not only for leading
his team through the period unbeat-
en in the league, but also courtesy of
the magnificent comeback win at
Castleford Tigers in the 4th round of
the Carnegie Challenge Cup.

Although Daryl Powell and lan
Millward both also masterminded
100% performances in league action,
the profile that Barrow’s stunning
win gave to the entire competition
swayed the judges.

Mccmac’s i 2
fly our league’s flag

notched a stunning hat-trick against his old teammates from Walton (Batley) also got honourable mentions.
Batley. Locking the scrum is Barrow’s Aussie Ned Catic who just

Although Finn and Briggs the pivots for the side, they were  edged out Leigh’s Dave Armitstead for the position.
both very tough calls to make — in Finn’s case decided literal- Although the April Team of the Month only consider
ly by the drop of a goal. Nathan Wynn masterminded league matches, Catic’s overall efforts including the stunning
TOXIIl's great win at Widnes while Ben Black was in great Challenge Cup win at Super Leaguers Castleford, got him the
form for Halifax, Robbie Paul at Leigh and also Danny Jones nod.
at Keighley. e .

For the 6 shirt Anthony Thackeray at the Stobart Stadium N ; LEIGH'S
and Whitehaven'’s Carl Rudd were both in top form. CHRIS

There is a new look front row from the March selection. R s

Chris Hill was rock solid for Leigh throughout the month as N HILL -
they too went unbeaten and takes one of the prop shirts : TOP FORM
alongside Toulouse Olympique’s Brendan Worth. Sean
Hesketh of Batley, Mitch Stronger of Sheffield and Hill’s
teammate Ricky Bibey were also in the running.

Despite it being a tough month for Whitehaven, Graeme
Mattinson was a stand-out performer for the men from the
Recre, including a man of the match performer in a home
defeat to Cumbrian rivals Barrow. He takes the hooker’s role.

In the back-row Widnes centre Shane Crady gets an hon-
orary forward berth, after coming to Paul Cullen’s rescue in
emergency second-row service and doing an estimable job,
besides keeping up his scoring contribution — leading the way
at month end in goal-scoring with 70 from all competitions.

Heavy Woollen pair Adam Robinson (Dewsbury) and Jason
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Hunslet just keep
Marching on...

PLAYER OF THE MONTH - APRIL
DAVID MARCH
HUNSLET HAWKS

Hawks pack and taking over the goalkicking
duties, edging out another form versatile man
in Hornets” Craig Ashall, who the judges have
decided to promote to one of the back-row
slots in recognition of his outstanding utility
work both there and in the centre.

The Panthers’ scoring machine Jonny
Leather takes the full-back slot in a high scor-
ing month which included a stunning hat-
trick against York, despite some strong per-
formances from Wayne English, Stuart Kain
and Wayne English.

On the flanks Hunslet's Michael Mark and
South Wales Craig Richards get the nod
under pressure from Blackpool’s Paul Ballard
and Oldham’s John Gillam.

Mick Fogerty notched two tries in
Oldham'’s battling 16-14 win over
Workington Town and lines up in the centre
alongside another potent force throughout
the month, Hunslet’s Wayne McHugh.

Partnering Hunslet player-coach Paul
March in the halves is the man who makes
Oldham tick, Neil Roden, who got the vote
ahead of Hawks” Danny Crimshaw, Swinton’s
evergreen Graham Holroyd and Carl Forber
at Blackpool.

John Clough edged out another veteran in
Hawks hooker Richard Chapman for the
hooking role, while partnering Ashall and
David March in the back row is Blackpool’s
Kris Ratcliffe, just ahead of Christian Roets
(Scorpions) Richard Knight (Hunslet) and his
teammate Danny Halliwell.

GCOACH OF THE MONTH - APRIL
MARTIN CROMPTON -
BLACKPOOL PANTHERS

IT'S ALL change — almost — in the Co-operative
Championship 1 Team of the Month for April, with just
Blackpool and Scorpion props Andy Hobson and Gil
Dudson retaining their position from the March all-star
side.

But it’s those pesky brothers dominating the headlines
yet again, with terrible twins Paul and David March in tan-
dem once more, nailing down the scrum half and loose for-
ward berths in an unbeaten month for Hunslet, who con-
tinued to set the pace at the top of the division along with
Blackpool and Oldham.

David March picks up the Player of the Month award for
April for a series of dominating performances anchoring the

=

CRAIG ASHALL - MR VERSATILE FOR THE HORNETS

PLAYER OF THE
MONTH
_4/DAVID MARCH

CO-OPERATIVE CHAMPIONSHIP 1
TEAM OF THE MONTH

There is no denying the marvellous transformation

1 Jonny Leather (Bla ckpo ol) in the fortunes of the once-lowly Blackpool club,

2 Michael Mark (Hunslet)

3 Mick Fogerty (Oldham)

4 Wayne McHugh (Hunslet)
5 Craig Richards (Scorpions)
6 Neil Roden (0Oldham)

7 Paul March (Hunslet)

8 Andy Hobson (Blackpool)
9 John Clough (Blackpool)
10 Gil Dudson (Scorpions)
11 Craig Ashall (Hornets)

12 Kris Ratcliffe (Blackpool)
13 David March (Hunslet)

GIL DUDSON ... TWICE IN TEAM OF THE MONTH

and though he has been given resources not
enjoyed by many of his predecessors, there is no
arguing with the part Panthers coach Martin
Crompton has played in creating a winning formu-
la.

The April coach of the month not only negotiated
his side unbeaten through the league campaign,
but masterminded a well deserved Challenge Cup
win over the CO-operative Championship side
Whitehaven which earned the Panthers their great
night out last week at the Leeds Rhinos.

It’s back to business as usual now for the former
Wigan scrum half who also saw service at Widnes,
Warrington, Oldham and Salford, who continues to
prove himself one of the brightest up and coming
coaches in the British game.

—
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GRTL NN TOEGL L ELEE KEEP AN EYE
on your team sheet... ON THE BALL

looks a nice lad. He's a pretty good
rugby player, that's for sure, despite a bit of
By Shop gt more furos foc your CLi's RGDRSP a ‘golfing tendency’ (as in, “he’s had more clubs
\ v - T than Tiger Woods”...) and certainly for one so \ : V.. -
' young — just 22. ' ~ & - 1

Barrow, Widnes, Rochdale, Halifax ... his feet don't
seem to touch the ground in one place for too long. But
they touched down in one place for just about 80 minutes na""' Loc I [ I}
too long this season — at Spotland on March 7th, against
Lezignan-Corbieres in the Carnegie Challenge Cup.

| don't know if young Ostick got half a dozen ‘C’ grade GCSEs, or if he got a 1st from Cambridge in Nuclear Physics, but
he would have to have lived in a cave since leaving nursery school not to understand the concept of what is specifically
referred to as being “cup-tied”. ] y

It really isn't rocket science. If you play in a cup competition for a team and get knocked out — or win even — you cannot
then transfer and play in the same competition again. Is there anyone out there beyond under 8s level who doesn’t know
that? Is there anyone of reading and writing age who cannot recall the immense embarrassment caused to all and sundry —
and not a little ill feeling — when Hull fielded Jamie Thackray not once, but twice, when he wasn't eligible to play in the
Challenge Cup two years ago? And here’s the sweetest of ironies — Thackray, who had appeared for Hunslet while on loan
in a third round tie, played for Hull against Rochdale and Widnes, the two clubs Ostick’s most recently been on the books
of before going to The Shay!

So | really, really can’t understand what possessed the lad not to speak up when his name appeared on the team sheet
for Halifax’s tie in the 4th round at Swinton? “Err, coach, does it matter that | turned out for Hornets in the Cup a few
weeks ago?” That's all it would have taken.

The punishment is going to come down on Halifax’s shoulders ultimately, not Michael Ostick’s. It will be the Fax fans,
staff and players who will most probably have to forego the prospect of a
mouth-watering — and you'd have to say winnable — home tie against the
Catalans Dragons, who have had “mixed” form this term, to say the very
least. And after that, the almost unthinkable opportunity of playing a
Challenge Cup semi-final — just eighty minutes from Wembley.

Those chances don’t come along very often for Co-operative
Championship clubs.

There will be recriminations at The Shay and understandably so. With so
much at stake there has to be a corporate duty of care to protect the club
from the idiocy — and it is idiocy — of players who might just hope that no
one notices they’ve turned out in a different shirt. Although this only came

C N make l t 2 o : to Iighl_ on §unday monjing, it doe e.*d a slightly different light on Chief
: o Executive Graham Clay’s sudden decision to step down two weeks ago.

www-steeden.co-l“( g ' Of course none of this is to suggest that Clay or indeed anyone else at

Halifax — Ostick included - has acted with malice aforethought. This

BALLS / CLOTHING / PR”TH:"DN | TRAINING = smacks quite simply of someone, or several someones, simply not being on
? : : 2 : the ball. Of carelessness not culpability.
e e PR . ; It is massively frustrating for all involved, and speaking as someone who
= = A has to try to keep track of the hundreds of player movements after a season
has started — not ideal for anyone - | can understand how occasionally the

administrative work suffers.
But that doesn’t change the stark facts. The rules were

Steeden Offel' d range Of CIothlng for matCh p|ay and tralnlng. Michael broken, the rules are clear, and the integrity of the
Ostick inthe  competition must prevail. It’s a crying shame for everyone at
Widnes shirt  Halifax where | can only think this week it is difficult to

TO Order your kit contaCt Jason Barrie on he started detect much blue-and-white for all the red fa

2010 in
DANNY LOCKWOOD is the publisher of LEAGUE WEEKLY

I DON'T know Michael Ostick, but he

Sales & Accounts (UK & France) Grays International, Station Road, Robertsbridge, East Sussex. TN32 5DH Email sales@grays-int.co.uk
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Barrow's reward i1s plum
visit to Cup glants St Helens

WHILE a home tie with the hit-and-miss
Catalans Dragons awaits the winners of next
Wednesday’s rearranged Carnegie Challenge
Cup tie between Swinton and Batley, at least
one Co-operative Championship club knows
the size of the task on its plate.

The Barrow Raiders continued their onward march last week-
end against a brave Hunslet Hawks to progress to the quarter
finals.

The size of the task they face is a mighty one however — away
at St Helens, who dominated the grand old cup until last season
when Warrington took their title off them by beating
Huddersfield.

Prior to that Saints had run up su ive wins against Hull FC,
Catalans and Huddersfield. And tl n they have been in
ominous form, improving almost every week.

The quarter finals take place on the last weekend of this
month when Barrow were supposed to be hosting Whitehaven.
That match will now have to be rearranged.

Swinton and Batley were drawing up hasty plans for their
rearranged game this week after Halifax were disqualified (full
story, p13) but it is scheduled for next Wednesday night at
Sedgley Park — meaning the Bulldogs will have played three
games in just eight days after their midweek match against the
Sheffield Eagles and home fixture with Whitehaven.

If Karl Harrison’s men overcome Paul Smith's Lions, then their
home tie with Catalans will come at the expense of another
French side — Toulouse were scheduled to be the Bulldogs’ visi-

5
Carnegie
Challenge
‘Cup@

On the way to a big day out ...
off the challenge of Hunslet in the 5th round

tors that Saturday.

With Batley also in the Northern Rail Cup quarter-finals the
week after, a bit of a fixture backlog appears to be in store for

the men from the Mount.

Elsewhere the BBC have confirmed that the plum Leeds vs

Wigan tie will be thei

turday tv game, with Bradford vs

Warrington another tasty treat for the fans on’Sunday.

The full draw is:
St Helens v Barrow Raiders

Swinton or Batley Bulldogs v Catalans Dragons

Bradford Bulls v Warrington Wolves
Leeds Rhinos v Wigan Warriors

FIVE players were due in front of the
RFL Disciplinary Committee this week
after a brawl between Hornets and
Gateshead players on Bank Hohday
Monday.

Thunder’s Matt Barron faced the
Grade C offence of “sustained, repeated
or violent punching” in the 79th-minute
of Hornets’ 50-12 win

Michael Brown and Joe Brown were
charged with Grade A punching whilst
Gareth Barron, also of Gateshead, and
Hornets’ Craig Johnson, face Grade B
charges of punching in the same
incident.

The RFL also issued a warning letter
to Rochdale’s Damian Reid for pushing
an opponent just before the fight.

Meanwhile, Hornets will have to do

without two first-teamers for the near
future because of work commitments.

Back row Dayne Donoghue isn’t
going to be available to coach John
Stankevitch for “two to three months”
because he’s working in mid-Wales.
Stankevitch also won’t be able to call on
hooker Craig Tunstead for the next
month.

DONCASTER boss Tony Miller says he
wants just “one or two” more signings
before calling his squad complete.
Miller was well behind in his recruit-
ment over the winter because of the
club’s off-field issues. “We’re not far
from where we want to be,” said Miller .
“I'd like maybe one, possibly two, more.
“I thought maybe we'd have a couple

Barrow saw

of our longer-term injuries back but that
hasn’t proved the case.”

Miller’s latest recruit, Chris Spurr,
joined the Dons from Dewsbury despite
interest from York City Knights.

WORKINGTON have signed veteran play-
maker Darren Holt from Barrow. The 33-
year-old has signed a deal until the end
of the season, becoming one of the rare
band to have played for four profession-
al Cumbrian clubs.

“We have signed a class player,” said
joint coach Gary Charlton. “It’s a great
signing, and he brings all the attributes
we have probably been missing.”

Holt is expected to figure mainly at
hooker for Town, who are still without the
luckless Jack Pedley.




Clarice joins Chris & Co
on Oldham’s biggest day

OLDHAM RL boss Chris Hamilton has
issued an upbeat message to fans in the
aftermath of the historic day at
Whitebank Stadium where the rugby
league team played on its own ground
for the first time in 13 years.

It was an emotional day — and no one
better underlined its significance than
81-year-old Clarice Stevens.

She was at the ground early to be first
through the turnstiles after travelling solo
on public transport from her home in
Timperley.

Clarice, a season-ticket holder, has
been watching Roughyeds since she was
a girl of 17 growing up in Oldham.

She left home early, walked 15 min-
utes to the Metro stop, got the Metro
into Manchester and then travelled to
Garden Suburbs by bus before walking
down to the ground.

Her late husband Jack died five and a
half years ago but she still buys his season
ticket as she has done for many years.

“I wouldn't have missed this big day
for the Roughyeds for the world,” she

said. “I'd have walked to Oldham if | had ~ Whitebank.

to. “I've watched Oldham Rugby since |
was a girl, and | really wanted to be
there. It means such a lot to me.”

“The Metro was full of Manchester
United fans but there was only one place

Oldham chief Chris Hamilton

| was heading and that was to

Said Oldham boss Chris: “It went
well. This was the first time we have
organised the whole match-day process.

“We will debrief and there will be
areas we can improve on. We will cer-
tainly have the opportunity because we
have a lot of matches at Whitebank com-
ing up, starting with the visit of London
Skolars this coming Sunday.

“The result was disappointing, but this
whole occasion was all about much more
than a game.

“It was an historic day for the club,
back in Oldham on our own ground after
13 years on the road as nomads. It was a
masive milestone in the club’s history.

“If, last November, somebody had told
us we would win seven of our first eight
league games; be top of Championship
1; and be playing on our own ground in
Oldham we would have referred them to
hospital for treatment.

“So we mustn’t be greedy, or too dis-
appointed because we were beaten by
York.

“The RFL were represented by Emma
Rosewarne, who was taking stock of what
went on. No doubt there will be things
we need to look at, but that's only to be
expected.”

Fagles fly fair to take

over at

top of Frontline competition

T | FRORTLINE>
Y CHAMFPIONSHIE) BT

Pens Sin Sendingoff [  Match Fair
Conceded Bins suffident Bans Play
) xipt) fapts) tapts) | Gspu) | Total
1 Sheffield 57 2 0 0
2 Bamow 63 1|0 |0
3 Keighley 70 0 0 0
4= leigh 68 0 1 0
4= Featherstone 69 1 0 0
6 Batley 7 1 0 0
7= Halifax 70 2 0 0
7= Whitehaven 72 0 1 0 | 7€
9 Toulouse 75 0 0 1
10 Dewsbury 75 2 0 0
n Widnes 80 1 0 4 103
Stats are correct after round 9 of The Co-operative Championship on 6/04/201 0

oota

In the Co-operative Championship, Sheffield Eagles
have leap-frogged last week’s leaders Barrow Raiders
to claim top spot in the Frontline Fair Play Index.

The Eagles conceded just two fair play points in
Round Nine, seven fewer than their Cumbrian rivals.

Widnes Vikings remain bottom of the table, 22 points
adrift of Dewsbury Rams after conceding a total of nine
points in their 9-8 defeat to Co-operative Championship
league leaders Featherstone Rovers.

At the end of the regular season the teams which
finish top of the Frontline Fair Play Index in the Engage
Super League and Co-operative Championship will be
presented with a £5,000 prize from leading bathroom
suppliers Frontline Bathrooms as well as a specially
engraved trophy to mark their achievement.

Calland suspended by club

: Challenge
p /) Qaes

I I alifax RLFC have been disqualified from the 2010

P S
Carnegie

Carnegie Challenge Cup after the RFL Board of Directors
ruled that they fielded an ineligible player in their fourth
round tie against Swinton Lions on Friday April 16.

The player, Michael Ostick, had previously played for
Rochdale Hornets in a third round tie against FC Lezignan on
Sunday March 7.

On Tuesday afternoon the club also suspended head coach
Matt Calland while an internal inquiry into the circumstances of
the selection was carried out.

The RFL Board of Directors has also ruled that Halifax’s most
recent opponents in the Carnegie Challenge Cup, Swinton Lions,
should be reinstated into the competition.

Swinton Lions will now play Batley Bulldogs in a Carnegie
Challenge Cup fifth round tie on Wednesday May 19.

RFL Chairman Richard Lewis said: “The rules governing player
eligibility in the Carnegie Challenge Cup clearly state that when a
team is found to have fielded an ineligible player they will be dis-
qualified from that year’s tournament.

“Halifax’s action leaves the RFL Board of Directors with no
alternative but to disqualify the club and reinstate their most
recent opponents.”

The matter has now
been referred to the
RFL Compliance
Manager for further
investigation into
whether, by fielding an
ineligible player on
Friday April 16, Halifax
are guilty of miscon-
duct.

Halifax Chairman
Michael Steele said:
“We are extremely dis-
appointed by our dis-
qualification from the
Challenge Cup and

Halifax coach
Matt Calland

Hornets’ Craig Johnson in action in the controversial
Lezignan game when Michael Ostick appeared

embarrassed by the circumstances in which the matter came to
light.

“We have no option but to accept the RFL board’s decision
and move on from here. It is a bitter blow for the club and for
our supporters, to whom we unreservedly apologise.

“The club’s own internal investigation into the circumstances
surrounding the selection of Michael Ostick is continuing and it
would not be fair to comment on how this happened until that
investigation has run its course.

“Although we are now out of the Carnegie Challenge Cup, our
ambitions in the Co-operative Championship are undiminished.

“This week has started badly: our goal now is to make sure it
ends on a high.

“We have a very important fixture at home to Barrow Raiders
on Sunday and | am sure everyone at the club, players, coaches,
officials and supporters alike will pull together to make sure we
put right on the field what we have done wrong administrative-
ly.”

The situation falls on the back of a similar one two years ago
when Hull FC twice selected prop Jamie Thackray in cup-ties
against Widnes and Rochdale Hornets, after he had appeared on
loan for Hunslet in a 3rd round tie.

At that time there was ambiguity surrounding the definitive
punishment and Hull escaped with a hefty fine. In the event they
went on to face St Helens at Wembley, where they lost.

After that the RFL toughened up the rules regarding such
future breaches, and anyone fielding an ineligible player was put
on notice that the sanction would in all probability result in for-
feiting their position in the competition.

Ostick, 22, started this season at Widnes and went on loan to
Hornets before switching to The Shay.

Halifax said they would not be making any further comment
at this time.
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Batley v Whitehaven

Batlev Bulldogs v it : :
“ Whitehaven RLFC ° & LOS|ng out In Cup

Sunday May 16, 2010. Kick off 3pm. MOUNT PLEASANT

SPONSOR PLAYER No. No. TODAY’S TEAM | No. No. PLAYER
Hopkins Family..........ccccoovenenndan Preece Craig Benson
Leyland Paints .Lee Greenwood Full back Craig Calvert
Batley Rock'n Roll ...Mark Barlow Right Wing Rob Jackson
Stephen & Mandy Fletcher.......... Danny Maun = Scott McAvoy
Gary Tingle & Lomaine Richardson..Johnny Campbell Right Centre Dery Eilbeck
Brian Hooley............................Paul Handforth Left Centre Carl Rudd
Left Wing
Stand off

The talking point ahead of today’s game has of course been our
postponed Challenge Cup tie with Halifax, and not our oppo-
nents today, Whitehaven.

In the meantime, | did note in a match report that after their
defeat by Keighley supporters were calling for a new coach.

Well we have been there ourselves and we know how frus-
trating it is for supporters and upsetting it can be for the coach
but after today’s game, we at Batley send all concerned our best
wishes as sometimes it is circumstances that dictate results and it
is not always the fault of the coach.

Speaking of circumstances, when you read this we will have

Batley Nash .Gareth Moore Leroy Joe
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Benson Family.. Kris Lythe Graeme Mattinson
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Hicks Funeral Services

Mary Hughes....

Benson Family.
Paul Hinchcliffe

COACH: KARL HARRISON

LAST SIX RESULTS: LWLLL-
LAST SIX HOME: DWWLWL
TRIES: Campbell (14) Preece (8)
Moore (6)

GOALS: Moore (56) Handforth (9)
DROP GOALS:

MAN TO WATCH: Paul Handforth

Sean Hesketh 10
Eddie Toronczak & Family.....Tommy Gallaghar 11
George & Mary Gomersall........... Mark Toohey 12 Prop
....Ash Lindsay 13
John Gallagher 14
Anthony Henderson 15
Paul & Dianne Goodhall............. John Simpson 16
Johnstone Paints...........ccc...ee..... Craig Potter 17
...... Jack Watson 18
.................. Eddie Kilroy 19
................................... Dave Toothill 20
...James Martin 21
Tracey Grundell & Katie Penn...... Josh Griffin 22 5
RSMBAITIBIS csssmysminssisisnss Chris Buttery 23
Tracey & Brian Winner.................. Alex Brown 24
Kyle Wood 25
.Jason Walton 27
Waterboy

Physio SCORERS

David Ford
Howard Hill
Spencer Miller
Mick Govin
Hooker Dylan Skee
Reece Fox
Peop Andy Gorski
Andy Thornley
John Patrick
Dexter Miller
Soni Radovanovic
Chris Smith
Richard Farrer
Stephen Fox
3 Ryan MacDonald

4

Scrum half

2nd row

2nd row
Loose forward
Interchange 1

Tries
Conv
Pens
DGs

LAST SIX RESULTS: LWLLLL
LAST SIX AWAY: LLLWLL
TRIES: Calvert (6), Rudd, Eilbeck, R

Fox (5)

THE INSIDE TRACK GOALS: Rudd (40)

Bulldogs may tire after mid-week game but DROP GOALS: None
MAN TO WATCH: Carl Rudd

should beat weakening Haven by 16

COACH: GED STOKES

TSR,

played Sheffield last Wednesday, are probably due to play
Swinton next Wednesday and if we beat them we will have to
re-arrange the Toulouse game when we have already played
Whitehaven and Gateshead mid-week, so things have not been
easy for our players and after each game our main concern
seems to be what injuries we have.

A game against Catalans is not the pot of gold at the end of
the rainbow which we hoped for prior to the Halifax game, and
if we can get past Swinton we are considering switching the
game away for a bigger crowd due to our finances.

It is a difficult decision, which we will not make until, and
unless, we have to.

A massive ‘thank you’ to all of our supporters who made the
trip to Toulouse whether with John McVeigh or independently.
The support was tremendous and hopefully everyone enjoyed
the experience.

| thought we played well against Toulouse but lost out due to
a couple of decisions going against us but their result then at
Featherstone shows they are a decent side as indeed are all
teams in our league, it is so competitive.

Also a big ‘thank you’ to John McVeigh for organising such an
excellent trip and to Maria and the Co-operative for a superb
service in respect of the team arrangements. Anyone who reads
‘Nosey Parker’ in League Weekly would have thought our play-
ers caused a riot on the plane home, which is nonsense as | was
sat a few rows behind them. If anyone does have a complaint
please let me know.

Human error was the cause of the problem with Halifax.

| am sure they did not deliberately play the ineligible player
but | am at a loss to understand how the error was made by
them, which was then compounded by the RFL not spotting it
and we now seem to be the ones to suffer but these things hap-
pen and we now just have to get on with it and get some wins
under our belt.

Then it will.all be in the past, but let’s hope we get some
compensation for the losses wehave suffered in this debacle.
Anyway, back to rugby and enjoy the game.

Kevin Nicholas
Chairman
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Morlsy Wasts Traders

Proud to be main sponsors for 2010
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PROPERTY SERVICES

THORNHAM PAINTS

JOHNSTONES

For all your decorating needs

Trade and public welcome
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The uosplce for Kirklees

Thornham Paints Ltd, Units 5 and 6, Magram Business Centre, Horn Street, Off Pellon Lane, Halifax, HX1 SUA
Tel: 01422 366 033 www.decoratedless.co.uk
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