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VERSUS OLDHAM AT THE GNOLL, NEATH
SUNDAY 16TH JULY 2012, 3PM
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The big news is, the great sound of Real Radio can
now be heard loud and clear by everyone in North
and Mid Wales too. From Cardiff to Caernarfon, we're
now covering the whole of Wales for the first time
ever. As the biggest commercial radio station, you can
enjoy the biggest and best in music, chat, fun and

elcome to The Gnoll for what | think
Wwill be a very close game against a
side similar to us right now.

We've played Oldham twice this season with an
exciting draw in our first game of the season at
home in the Northern Rail Cup, and then a good
win in the boiling hot sun (remember that, that's
the sun and the game!) in May at their place.

Oldham have struggled this season from the
standards they expect, as have we. We both want
to lift our games and something has to give today
from one of the sides. As | said, we beat Oldham
back on May 26th and that was our last win to
date. However we have only played four matches
since and the stop start nature of this league has
been hard to build momentum. | know Oldham will
say exactly the same thing.

So it's a big welcome to everyone from Oldham,
from Chairman Chris Hamilton and his board, the
players, staff and supporters. We hope that you
have a good stay in Neath and a pleasant journey
home.

Onto next week and it's back down to London
where we will make another attempt to take to a
pitch and face them after the game up there last
time was called off by the referee due to a badly
prepared field. But I'm sure all has been solved
now and we look forward to the clash.

After that, it's the big one. We're back here on
Sunday 5th August when we take on North Wales
Crusaders in what will be a match to remember. We
could and should have won up there and | know
the boys are determined to win this one. It's a big
Welsh derby and the side know that it's the honour
of the region that's at stake. It's certain to be big
day so make sure that you have the date booked
and that you're down here cheering on South
Wales.

After the game we have a Supporters Club AGM
upstairs in the bar. We'll be able to give you some
flyers and posters there for you to help advertise
our next match, but please attend anyway.

Enjoy today's game.

Phil Davies, Chairman, South Wales Scorpions
RLFC
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Ground address: The John

Smith’s Gnoll, Gnoll Park Road,

Neath. SA11 3NA

Postal Address: South Wales

Scorpions, Wales Rugby League,

5 Centre Court, Main Avenue,

Treforest Industrial Estate, Pon-

typridd. CF37 5YR. Email: info@

scorpionsrl.com
Phone: 01443 843737

BEHIND THE SCENES
Chairman: Phil Davies
Commercial Director:

Rob Buckley

Directors: John Brennan, John
Devereux, Mike Nicholas

Head Coach: Dave Clark
Assistant Coaches:

Stuart Williams, Lee Cullen
Strength and Conditioning
Coach: Dean Fouache

Sports Therapists:

Gary Ahmed, Paul Davies

Club Doctor: Richard Johnson
General / Media Manager:

lan Golden

Photography: lan Lovell, SW Pix,
Len’s Work Photography
Timekeepers:

Gareth Laugharne, Neil Goodman

JUNIOR SIDES

Head of Performance:

Dan Clements

Scholarship Manager:

Wayne Williams

Scholarship Coaches: Lee Cullen,
Jason Strange, Leon Green, Llyr
Lane, Nathan Holsgrove.

competitions, wherever in Wales you are. So switch Find your frequency ot WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM 3

on. We'll make your day in a very big way. www.realradio.co.uk/wales




BUILDING SOCIETY

ARE PROUD TO BE SPONSORS OF

For information regarding our
range of Savings and Mortgage
products please contact us

11-12 Cradock Street
Swansea

SA1 3EW

(01792) 483700

WWW.swansea-bs.co.uk

elcome back to The Gnoll for
another big game for us in a
run of matches against sides at

the lower end of the league table.

We've played two top four teams over
the last couple of weeks and tried our best.
Now we've five games against the lower
placed sides.

These are going to be just a tough and
we know that we can't lie back but we
believe these are teams at our current
playing level and are games that we can
really compete in.

The boys were hurting after Sunday and
that's a good thing but I've told them
there's still an opportunity to make a mark
on this league and ask some questions on
some of the experienced sides.

| think we were always going to find it
tough last Sunday. Workington are top of
the table and we're near the bottom, but
there were spells in the game when we
played some really good Rugby League,
completed sets of six and scored a couple
of good tries and | was proud of them for
their efforts.

We got good field position through
the game but at the end of the day,
Workington were the best side we've
played this year. They were technical,
were good going forward and outplayed
us and there's no doubt that they will be
promoted.

Welcome to everyone today from the
great club that is Oldham Roughyeds. Like
us, you've had a tough season but | know
that you're also ready to bounce back and
will be difficult opponents today.

The senior coaching staff and players
were talking recently and we have been
concerned at our player turnover this
year. Some of this was our choice, players
not fitting in for one reason or another,
some of it was enforced on us with players
leaving and some frankly letting us down
badly.

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM

But the group of players we have today,
those who are on the website as the
current crop, are the most committed
bunch this year. We will be doing things
differently next year and planning has
already started which is completely
different to previous years of the
Scorpions.

Enjoy the game today and make sure that
you're back in two weeks’ time for the BIG
derby against North Wales Crusaders. We
lost up there and were very disappointed
about that, especially when you look at
how hard some of the players worked. This
is our chance to even the score. We have
played the last couple of weeks with 90%
Welsh players, like a Welsh side should
be, and while we have brought in the odd
Wigan player or two, this is where we want
to be.

So please turn up on Sunday 5th August
and be proud to be a South Welshman. |
know | am.

Dave Clark - @dclarkscorpions on Twitter
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Specialist in Crown & Bridge / Prosthetics
EMERGENCY DENTURE REPAIRS WITHIN 1 HOUR
(24 Hour Service)
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http://www.crynantplant.co.uk/

With three League Championships, one First
Division title, three Challenge Cup wins, seven
Lancashire League triumphs and nine Lancashire
Cups to their name, Oldham are one of rugby
league’s most famous names.

As one of the original 22 clubs to start the
Northern Rugby Union in 1895, success arrived
quickly for the Lancashire outfit.

They won their first League title by heading the
First Division in 1905 and further League success
followed in 1910 and 1911, when they twice beat
Wigan in the Championship final. Indeed, in 1910
they won three trophies, adding the Lancashire
League and Lancashire Cup to their sideboard.

As for the Challenge Cup, though, it was not
until 1925 that they followed their 1899 success,
finishing runners up three times (in 1907, 1912
and 1924) before laying the ghost to rest when
they beat Hull KR 16-3 in the final at Headingley.

They lost in the Challenge Cup final again the
following year to Swinton but gained revenge in
1927 when their fourth final appearance in a row
ended in a 26-7 romp at Wigan.

It was another 30 years before they enjoyed
more glory, the signing of players like Alan
Davies, John Etty Sid Little and Derek ‘Rocky’
Turner leading to their last Championship title in

1957, along with numerous county honours.
However, that was their last major success, al-
though they have won the Second Division three
times in 1964, 1982 and 1988 and the Divisional

Premiership twice, in 1988 and 1990.

They added Bears to their name as one of the
founding members of the Super League in 1996,
but they were relegated in 1997 and, to add
insult to injury, they went bankrupt as well.

However, they re-formed as Oldham Roughyeds
in 1997 and reached the Northern Ford Premier-
ship Grand Final in 2001, only to lose to Widnes.
They were relegated in 2006, though, after only
one win and have been there since, despite
reaching the Grand Final three times.

In 2009, Roughyeds were told they would no
longer be able to use Oldham Athletic's Bound-
ary Park. The club went to Oldham Council for
help. Oldham Council bought Whitebank Stadi-
um from Oldham Town and sold it to Roughyeds.

The 2010 season saw a transition with the
five home games were played out of town at
Sedgley Park, Whitefield. Roughyeds’ first game
at Whitebank took place on 9 May 2010 with
the opposition being York City Knights. The first
time Oldham had played on their own ground in
Oldham borough since 1997.




—

Your Partner in Disability Access

For professional and expert advice on
all Disability access living and working environments

Contreact
Services

* ACCESS RAMPS * STAIR LIFTS *

* BATHROOM KITCHEN & TOILET
CONVERSIONS *

Contract Services (South Wales) Ltd
Unit 27 Baglan Industrial Estate
Port Talbot SA12 7DJ

Tel: 01639 823789 Fax: 01639 823987
enquiries@contractservicesgroup.co.uk
www.contractservicesgroup.co.uk
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ell here we are again back at The Gnoll
Wfor another Championship 1 game.
Today is a must win game for us, we
have beaten Oldham once this season in the
rearranged fixture away.

Oldham have had mixed fortunes this season.
They started off well but have lost far too many
games and could be close to missing out on a
play-off spot.

Our season has not been one to remember so
far we started out with high hopes but these have
faded.

| know some supporters have their own thoughts
as to why this has happened and here is mine.

This season we have had 58 players (50 in the
league) with only nine of them having played 10 or
more times.

How can expect to challenge not only for
promotion but to win a game when you have not
got a settled team that knows what each other will
do?

If you look at 90% of teams in our league, they
win games not because they have better players
but they have players that have played five, six or
seven and more games together week in week out.
It is not the quality of our players as we know we
have some of the best in the league.

That is why today we HAVE to win and to carry
the same on to the next game away at LONDON
SKOLARS. .

By doing this we all hope the boys will be ready
for the game on the 5th August that will be waiting
for them.

SUPPORTERS CLUB AGM
All South Wales Scorpions fans are cordially asked
to remain at the ground at full-time today game as
the Supporters Club AGM is being held.

This will start at Spm in the Platinum Suite.

This meeting is for all supporters, whether they
are Supporters Club members or not, to put their

voice across and have a say in things such as
away travel and events.

It will also give supporters a chance to be
elected on to a new extended committee, so
this is your chance to really have your say in what
goes on at the club.

WHEN NORTH AND SOUTH COLLIDE

There is a date that i am looking forward to and
| hope that many many more supporters are
aswell.

Sun 5th Aug KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v North Wales Crusaders

This will be the second WELSH DERBY. As a lot
will remember North Wales Crusaders won the
first at Wrexham 34-22.

We need plenty of support for this game, we
are SOUTH WALES AND WE ARE PROUD

AWAY MATCHES

If you want to travel to a Scorpions away match
this season, please contact the supporters club
committee to find out availability.

BE A MATCH DAY MASCOT
Does your child have a favourite player?
Would they like to meet them?

If so why not let them be the mascot for the
Scorpions. They will meet the players, run out
with the team, get a signed certificate and signed
photo of themselves with their favourite player.

Please contact Andy for details (The
PA announcer) OR email Neil Goodman
scorpionsfanzine@hotmail.com.

Supporters Club Contacts

Chairman: Andy Birchall 07581 229485
Secretary: Neil Goodman 07858 992105
Darren Cooper, Robyn Richards, Sandy Feane

The Caring [aundry
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Laleston, Bridgend, CF32 oHW 01656 768222




Glyn Clydach, _flotel

Superior Facilities in An idyllic Location

Meeting rooms, Conference suites & Training Facilities
Accommodating from small groups up to 410 Delegates
Full set up and Facility & Equipment
Hot & cold buffet Menus & Refreshments
Extensive car parking
Set in over 15 Acres of Scenic parkland
Easy access from M4

Our dedicated Professional Conferencing team are on hand to
ensure your event runs perfectly

T

Tel 01792 448671
www.Glynclydach.co.uk
Longford Road, Dyffryn, Neath SA10 7A]

Prescott Jones

INSURANCE

01792 459898

SOLUTIONS

01792 429898

WWww.prescott-jones.co.uk

PRESCOTT JONES INSURANCE
SOLUTIONS ARE PROUD TO SPONSOR
SOUTH WALES SCORPIONS IN 2012

Our new column from the popular website,
written by James Gordon.

The issue of player signings never seems too
far away, particularly in the world of social
media.

Players that are rumoured targets of clubs, are
often pestered by fans, keen to know what the
future holds for their team.

It represents somewhat of a problem for
clubs, however, who may find their own hopes
of launching a successful PR and marketing
campaign around a particular signing, damaged
by an early leak of an embargoed press release,
news from a source close to the club, or worse still
the player himself announcing news of his move.

A low-key recent example was the news that
Jamie Ellis (pictured below) was on his way from
Hull to Castleford, a move that was common
knowledge long before the Tigers officially
announced it, particularly as Ellis himself had
tweeted about it a few weeks earlier.

While the capture of Ellis was never going to sell
thousands of replica shirts, Castleford seemingly
had lost control of the agenda with regards to his
signing.

The question is - do players have a responsibility
to their future employees not to discuss their
whereabouts? Or do clubs need to adapt their PR
strategy to appreciate the fact that players now
have a public domain all to themselves?

Social media training has been offered at clubs
like Warrington and Castleford, and it will no
doubt become more widespread, as clubs look
to protect their own interests, and ensure that
players don’t have too much of a hold over them.
That said, players having Twitter accounts can be
a great way of marketing any club, and this needs
to be exploited.

Moving on to embargoed press releases, which
must surely now rank as one of the more pointless

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM
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features of modern day journalism. They are
often in place to ensure local newspapers can
get hold of the story before going to print, while
also ensuring that by the time the paper comes
out, the news isn't old.

However, in the fast-paced world of social
media, and online journalism, news is no longer

restricted to reading the newspaper at breakfast,

or the evening version upon your arrival home
from work. It's 24/7 - all embargoes do is
deny the club in question the limelight on the
evening they send out the email, instead risking
a leak on social media from either ignorant
professionals (usually the BBC!) or fans who
invariably find their way on to email lists through
running “fan sites”.

By setting an embargo of 6am, sure the
local newspaper is happy, but your news soon
becomes overawed by further breaking news
stories of that day. For all clubs that are fighting
for attention of the customer, it is important to
ensure any media work is aligned with a wider
marketing strategy. Player announcements
and the like are an excuse to get the club in
the spotlight like no other, and ensuring the
potential of each announcement is maximised is
key in to turning that in to ticket sales and other
revenue.

You can of course keep up to date with all
the latest rugby league news 24/7 at www.
loverugbyleague.com




Folland PVCu Windows,
Doors and Conservatories

Unit 2a, Tonmawr Business Park,
Tonmawr, Port Talbot,
SA12 9UU

Wish South Wales Scorpions every
success for the new season!

Tel: 01639 632172
For a free no obligation quote

PURSUING A SPORTING DREAM

heelchair racer Louis

Speightis used to
overcoming obstacles to
achieve his goals and the 21
year old student is aiming to
compete at the Paralympic
Games in London this summer
as well as graduating from
Leeds Metropolitan University.
Louis made the draw for
the fifth round of this year’s
Carnegie Challenge Cup and we
caught up with him to find out
how he combines his studies
with his sporting ambitions.

Louis, originally from
Doncaster, is currently the
Men'’s European record holder
at 100m-800m in his T33 class
as well as the world U23 record
holder at 100m-400m and is
ranked in the top 2 in the world
at senior level at 100m-800m.
Louis explains his aims for the
coming season. He said: “My
ambition is to try and make
London 2012 where I'll have to
compete in the T34 clasé. I've
based all of my training at Leeds
Met and love the challenge that
wheelchair racing presents. ”
Louis is currently in the final

year of his BSc (Hons) Sport

great support from staff and
coaches at the University which
have made my studies possible
and my sporting success is only
possible due to the excellent
support mechanisms which are
in place”

went on to be recognised as one
of the greatest sportsmen of all
time. In my own life, I've had to
overcome a lot of barriers and
love the tenacity and single-
mindedness Ali showed in
pursuing his goal”

Louis is based at the

degree at Leeds Metropolitan QN IVETNINHICECRERGVENT NE Rt el University’s Headingley

University and is looking
forward to graduating as he
strives for selection for this
year's Paralympic Games in
London. He says:“I've really
enjoyed my time studying at
University and the opportunities
that gaining a qualification have
afforded me. It's been a real
challenge to combine my course
with my training schedule;
however, I'm a firm believer that
hard work pays off. I've received

Leeds Metropolitan University -

2012 where I'll have to compete in the

T34 class. I've based all of my training at
Leeds Met and love the challenge that
wheelchair racing presents.”

Talking about his sporting
inspiration Louis identifies
Mohammed Ali as his sporting
hero. He said: “During the time
he competed Ali faced a lot of
prejudice and obstacles which
he had to overcome, yet still

Proud to sponsor the Challenge Cup with our Carnegie faculty

Campus at what

was once Carnegie
College, a predecessor
institution of Leeds
Metropolitan. It was
established after a

gift from Andrew Carnegie, the
Scottish philanthropist, who
believed education was the key
to a better society and gave
millions to establish educational
opportunities around the world.
www.leedsmet.ac.uk

A\ LEEDS
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b THE GNOLL RUGBY LOTTERY

~ £7 Concessions

NEATH
RUGBY

> month oou\d be won

| rugby union tickets,
ther cash prizes.

ONLY
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matchday??sﬁ\ta\'\-t-y othe

LT Tl TINE NOW IN OUR 21ST YEAR -
JTHEY ARE THE ENEMY! GREAT PRIZES EVERY MONTH

A MONTH

VENUE. DATE AND TIME

® The Gnoll, Neath FILL IN this form and JOIN NOW and get the first month free!!
Sunday 5th August, 3pm MR/MRS/MS/MISS/DR (delete as applicable) ALLOCATED LOTTERY NUMBER (office use only)

SURNAME:.......cocvnmsunserissanimmenmmssasisnsssionss INITIALS:..........
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£4/ MONTH STANDING ORDER

PREFERRED METHOD OF PAYMENT (delete as applicable):

£48 ANNUAL + FREE MONTH
RETURN COMPLETED FORM TO THE LOTTERY ADMINISTRATOR — 13 OLD MARKET STREET, NEATH, SAT1 3NA

BANK DETAILS: lull address required

SORT CODE __ ACCOUNT NUMBER _

First payment 151 of and monthly thereafter DATE................
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CHAMPIONSHIPS

Good for every pass, every tackle,

every feint, every grubber,

every up and under, every play the
ball, every restart, every dropout,
every scrum, every turnover, every
hooter, every player, every fan.

There are four major feeder sides for South Wales Scorpions in 2012. At open age, there is the South
Wales Hornets who play their matches out of Blackwood RFC while the Scorpions’ Academy and
Scholarship sides, who are run by Wales Rugby League, play their home matches at Caerphilly RFC.
Here is a full set of fixtures and results that will be updated as the season goes on...

SOUTH WALES HORNETS (home games at
Blackwood Bulldogs kick-off 2.30pm)
Saturday, Apr 21 - St Albans Centurions (a) 36-28
Sunday, May 6 - Hemel Stags (a) 6-52

Sunday, May 13 - Warrington Wizards (h) 22-25
Saturday, May 19 - Bristol Sonics (a) 29-28
Saturday, May 26 - Nottingham Outlaws (a) 28-44
Saturday, Jun 2 - Nottingham Qutlaws (h) 42-32
Saturday, Jun 9 - Huddersfield Underbank (h) P-P
Saturday, Jun 16 - Kippax Knights (a) 16-52
Saturday, Jun 23 - Warrington Wizards (a) 12-56
Saturday, Jun 30 - Hemel Stags (h) 22-26
Saturday, Jul 21 - Coventry Bears (a)

Saturday, Jul 28 - St Albans Centurions (h)
Saturday, Aug 4 - Huddersfield Underbank (a)
Sunday, Aug 12 - Bristol Sonics (h)

Saturday, Aug 18 - Bramley Buffaloes (a)

Sunday, Sep 2 - Kippax Knights (h)

TBA - Bramley Buffaloes (h)

TBA - Coventry Bears (h)

UNDER 16 ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIP
(home games at Caerphilly RFC)

Sun éth May - Huddersfield Giants (a) 0-64
Sat 2nd Jun - London Broncos (h) 26-16
Sat 9th Jun - Wigan Warriors (a) 10-30

Sat 23rd Jun - Midlands Academy (h) 40-14
Sat 28th Jul - London Broncos (a) - 2.15pm
TBC - Widnes Vikings (h)

TBC - Warrington Wolves (h)

UNDER 18 VALVOLINE ACADEMY (home
games at Caerphilly RFC kick-off 2.30pm unless
stated)

Sat 31st Mar - Widnes Vikings (a) 20-58

Sun 15th Apr - Featherstone Rovers (a) 26-50
Sat 21st Apr - Leeds Rhinos (h) 10-64

Sun éth May - Huddersfield Giants (a) 12-66

Sat 12th May - Widnes Vikings (h) P-P

Sat 19th May - Wigan Warriors (a) 22-40

Sat 26th May - Featherstone Rovers (h) 40-26
Sat 2nd Jun - London Broncos (h) 22-58

Sat 23rd Jun - Sheffield Eagles (h) 36-50

Sat 30th Jun - Wakefield Trinity Wildcats (a) 0-52
Sat 14th Jul - St Helens (a) 0-82

Sat 18th Aug - Leeds Rhinos (a)

Mon 27th Aug - London Broncos (a)

Sat 1st Sep - Castleford Tigers (h)

Sat 8th Sep - Salford City Reds (h)

TBC - Warrington Wolves (h)

UNDER 15 ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIP
(home games at Caerphilly RFC)

Sun 6th May - Huddersfield Giants (a) 22-28
Sat 2nd Jun - London Broncos (h) 30-14

Sat 9th Jun - Wigan Warriors (a) P-P

Sat 23rd Jun - Midlands Academy (h) 38-8
Sat 28th Jul - London Broncos (a) - 1pm
TBC - Widnes Vikings (h)

TBC - Warrington Wolves (h)

CONFERENCE THREE TABLE 2012

D L DIF

Hemel Stags 12 1 0 1 492 134 358 1 34
Huddersfield Underbank Rangers 11 10 0 1 460 108 352 1 31
Warrington Wizards 12 10 0 2 433 210 223 1 31
Coventry Bears 10 6 0 4 264 218 46 1 19
Nottingham Outlaws 12 S 0 7 272 444 172 2 17
Kippax Knights 10 4 0 6 226 268 -42 2 14
Bramley Buffaloes 9 3 0 6 172 242 -70 2 1
South Wales Hornets 9 3 0 6 213 343 -130 2 11
St Albans Centurions 12 2 o 10 196 444  -248 4 10
Bristol Sonics 1 0 0 11 148 465  -317 2 2

The co-operative good for everyone
food | bank | travel | pharmacy | funeralcare co-operative.co.uk WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM 1




= . WELCO SCAFFOLDING Ltd

WELCO SCAFFOLDING Ltd

Plot 9, Contractors Yard, Tank Farm Road, Llandarcy, Neath, SA10 6EN
Tel: (01792)323577 Fax: (01792)321117 Mobile: 07879618307

Director: Wayne GOODRIDGE Company Reg No: 3705938 VAT No: 742415647
Upsaied: 120 Awgct 2008

Please direct all enquiries to above contact numbers or

'Welco Scaffolding Ltd. provides high quality scaffolds, access|
and hoist solutions across the South Wales area.

Ty e ¥. :
After nearly 12 vears in the industry, we're one of South i ﬁ ﬁ l&iﬂ
cmm—

Wales's leading provider. We focus on quality, refability, safety|g
and vaie. All types of scaffolding work undertaken

——————— o

We are tted to achieving 7 | customer service,
reliability and safety in all that we do, we comply with all
legislation and regulations and empower everyone in the)
organisation and our contractors to achieve the highest level of]
safety performance.

Impeccable quality and customer satisfaction is our priority. We are committed to guaranteeing you, o
c a first-rate service you can entirely trust.

All our work will be completed on time and to budget,. For all your roof or chimney repairs, rendering,or
painting and d ing requi please contact us.

If you have a general enquiry, you can contact us by clicking here. For a free, competitive quotation, click
here. Thank you for visiting our web site

PLEASE CONTACT US FOR A NO OBLIGATION COMPETITIVE QUOTE

MARTIN’S ELECTRICAL ..

Registered in England and Wales at Bryn y Wawr, Station Terrace, Seven Sisters, Neath. SA10 9DH
Registered Number : 6211116

Phone / Fax 01639 701457

e-mail: martinselectrical@hotmail.co.uk

Support your local side this year. Go to www.walesrugbyleague.co.uk for more details.

Saturday: 12/05/2012
Cardiff Demons 56 Titans 12
Dyffryn Devils 16 Bonymaen Broncos 76

Saturday: 19/05/2012
Origin Game: East 16 West 52

Saturday: 26/05/2012
Bridgend Blue Bulls 72 Cardiff Demons 10

Saturday: 02/06/2012
Cardiff Demons 30 Valley Cougars 64

Saturday: 09/06/2012

Dyffryn Devils 26 Bridgend Blue Bulls 44
Bonymaen Broncos 84 Cardiff Demons 14
Valley Cougars 34 Titans 26

Wednesday: 13/06/2012
Valley Cougars 16 Bonymaen Broncos 36

Saturday: 16/06/2012

Dyffryn Devils v Valley Cougars P-P

Bridgend Blue Bulls 10 Bonymaen Broncos 48
Titans 42 Cardiff Demons 6

23/06/2012
England Lionhearts 56 Wales Dragonhearts 8
Titans v Dyffryn Devils P-P

Saturday: 30/06/2012

Bonymaen Broncos 18 Titans 0

Cardiff Demons 18 Dyffryn Devils 0
Bridgend Blue Bulls 32 Valley Cougars 48

WALEg

Wednesday: 03/07/2012
Bridgend Blue Bulls 58 Titans 22

Saturday: 07/07/2012

Bonymaen Broncos 46 Valley Cougars 18
Dyffryn Devils 36 Titans 50

Cardiff Demons 0 Bridgend Blue Bulls 18

Wednesday: 11/07/2012
Valley Cougars 18 Dyffryn Devils 0
Bonymaen Broncos 22 Bridgend Blue Bulls 22

Saturday: 14/07/2012

Bonymaen Broncos 18 Dyffryn Devils 0
Titans 12 Bridgend Blue Bulls 62
Valley Cougars 18 Cardiff Demons 0

Sunday: 22/07/2012
Wales Dragonhearts vs Ireland Wolfhounds

Saturday: 28/07/2012

Cardiff Demons v Bonymaen Broncos
Bridgend Blue Bulls v Dyffryn Devils
Titans v Valley Cougars

Saturday: 04/08/2012

Valley Cougars v Bridgend Blue Bulls
Titans v Bonymaen Broncos

Dyffryn Devils v Cardiff Demons

11/08/2012
Scotland Bravehearts v Wales Dragonhearts

Sunday 19/08/2012 - Grand Final

WELSH PREMIER TABLE 2012

Bonymaen Broncos

348 96 252 15

Valley Cougars

216 170 46 10

Bridgend Blue Bulls

300 188 112

Titans

164 270  -106

Cardiff Demons

Dyffryn Devils
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4
134 292  -158 4
78 224 -146 0
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Try the train

Side-step traffic and
high fuel costs with
Northern Rail

Proud sponsor of Rugby League. | :

NORTHERN Robbie Hunter-Paul is an ambassador for the Northern Rail Cup.
RAILCUP

northernrailorg

Co-operative CHAM PlONSH l P TALK

ONCASTER turned the
D Championship One league

leaders’ race into a three-
horse affair with Sunday’s excellent
28-24 win over long-time table
toppers Barrow.

Led superbly by the vastly experienced
Paul Cooke, Tony Miller's men edged out
their Cumbrian opponents in an excellent
advert for the game at this level.

The result means that Workington
top the table going into this weekend's
fixtures, but they are level on points with
the Raiders, with Doncaster just two
behind, with all having won 11 of their 13
matches to date.

All three now look certain to be among
the four promoted sides at the end of
the season, but each of the trio will be
desperate to top the table if they can.

Each of the three clubs have provided
their own success stories in 2012.

Workington Town have been building
solidly towards this kind of achievement
for three years now, under joint coaches
Gary Charlton and Martin Oglanby.

They haven't overspent in recent
seasons, allowing them to this year add
some serious quality and experience in
the likes of Peter Lupton, Jamie Thackray
and Mark Calderwood.

With locals like Brett Phillips, Elliot Miller
and Graeme Mattinson also superb, they
have usurped long-term rivals Whitehaven
in 2012 and look well set for further
progress.

Doncaster is a similar story in many
ways, having consciously spent sensibly in

[eaque Express

01484 401895 www.totalrl.com
WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM

T Gareth Walker in association with ﬁague Express

recent seasons, sticking to a strict win/loss
payment approach.

They too added quality in the shape of
playmaker Cooke, whose extra money
was jointly funded by supporters and an
off-field role in the local community. The
former Hull FC and Hull KR player has
been outstanding for them in the matches
that have mattered most this year.

Barrow came into this season after
surviving a huge financial crisis that
threatened their very existence in the
winter.

But player coach Darren Holt managed
to assemble arguably the strongest squad
in the competition, and they have led the
table almost from the start until Sunday’s
defeat at Doncaster.

Halfback Liam Campbell must be among
the contenders for Championship One
Player of the Year given his performances
this season.

It is a perfect time for Premier Sports
to extend their excellent Championship
coverage to include Championship One
for the next two weeks.

Having already screened North Wales v
South Wales on Easter Monday, they will
now show Barrow versus Whitehaven this
week, and Doncaster against Workington
Town next Thursday.

Both should be excellent clashes, with
all four clubs eager to show why they will
be good additions to the newly expanded
Championship in 2013.

Follow Gareth on Twitter
at www.twitter.com/garethwalker13

For the BEST Co-operative
CHAMPIONSHIP COVERAGE
MORE PAGES EVERY WEEK
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theUNION
Supporting its members and the community

Proud sponsors of the Scorpions

http://www.runtech.ltd.uk/ - 01639 890 800

(Runtech

For all your motoring and haulage solutions Vehicle hire - daily, weekly, monthly - cars, vans,

tippers and dropsides Haulage - flafbeds, low loader hire from 7.5t upto 72tone

Vehicle Rental & Transport

Solutions across the
UK & Ireland

Runtech Hire
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NLY time will tell if Huddersfield's
Odecision to get rid of Nathan Brown
mid-season proves the right one.

One thing his exit does show though is that
player power is alive an well in rugby league.
Brown, it appears, had lost the confidence of
his players. They revolted.

With a calamitous run threatening to destroy
the team’s season the Aussie was forced to tear
up his game plan ahead of their Challenge Cup
semi final with Warrington Wolves last Sunday.

The team had said they were uncomfortable
playing the way the boss wanted, with Scott
Grix at stand off, Greg Eden at full back and
Kevin Brown at loose forward.

They wanted to revert to last year's formation,
which had Grix was at full back and Kevin
Brown at number 6.

Having felt many of his side weren't even
trying in the previous week's heavy loss at
Castleford the beleagured coach acceded to
their demands.

Ironically Grix went on to have a shocker in
the 33-6 loss to the Wolves and Kevin Brown
wasn't a great deal better.

Would they have done any worse if they had
stuck to their boss's plan, the one that saw
them top the table after the first 12 rounds of
the season?

Who knows, but in admitting he had let the
players force his hand Brown had made himself
a dead man walking.

Even if the Giants had booked a place at
Wembley then the players would have been
proven right, and his authority would have
been critically diminished.

Some may argue the loss, and its
comprehensive nature, proves Brown's tactics
might have been right all along. But you can
have the greatest ideas in the world but they

Rebecca Smith, Editor
WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM

LEAGUEWEEKLY

count for little if the troops aren’t following
orders.

So when news of his exit came through on
Monday it was sad, if not shocking.

He was off at the end of the year anyway, to
St Helens and his assistant Paul Anderson was
primed to step up.

So it made sense to bring the succession plan
forward a little. There's not the same disruption
in-season sackings often create.

But what does the debacle say of the Brown,
and of the Giants board and the playing group
at the Galpharm?

And how well does it bode for Anderson?

This is his first top job.

Brown has vast experience in the NRL and
undoubtedly transformed the Giants into a top-
four team in his stay.

If the players can throw their toys out of the
pram for him, and the board react in turn, then
they'll surely expect to get their own way with
their rookie manager.

It all makes you wonder who is really running
the show.

For more from League Weekly including our
columnists John Kear, Steve Prescott, Ray
French, Maurice Bamford and our outspoken
publisher, Danny Lockwood, why not subscribe?
It costs from just
£40 for six months.
For details call
Michaela on
01924 666433.
Also, follow us on
twitter
@LeagueWeekly

L

every Monday
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ARTISAN FLOORING LTD

We specialise in the installation of contract and
domestic floor coverings in the domestic and
commercial market including carpet, carpet tiles,
safety vinyl, wood and laminate flooring.

Unit 8, Gilsea Park, Mona Close,
Enterprise Park, Swansea, SA6 8RJ.

Tel: 01792 799889 Fax:01792 701753

http://www.artisan-flooring.co.uk/

FEBRUARY

Northern Rail Cup

Sun 12th Feb KO: 15:00, Spotland Stadium
Rochdale Hornets v South Wales Scorpions P-P
Sun 19th Feb KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions 36 Oldham RLFC 36
Sun 26th Feb KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions 30 London Skolars 38

MARCH

Sat 3rd Mar KO: 19:00, Stade des Minimes
Toulouse Olympique 44 South Wales Scorpions 30
Cooperative Championship 1

Sun 11th Mar KO: 15:00, Gateshead IS
Gateshead Thunder 30 South Wales Scorpions 32
Sun 18th Mar KO: 13:00, The Gnoll, Neath

South Wales Scorpions 10 Workington Town 40
Sun 25th Mar KO 15:00, (Challenge Cup)

Wath Brow Hornets 22 South Wales Scorpions 24

APRIL

Sun 1st Apr KO: 15:00, Keepmoat Stadium
Doncaster RLFC 46 South Wales Scorpions 12
Mon 9th Apr KO: 17:00, Wrexham FC

N Wales Crusaders 34 South Wales Scorpions 22
Challenge Cup

Sat 14th Apr KO: 15:00, The Shay

South Wales Scorpions 28 Halifax RLFC 84

Sun 22nd Apr KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions O Whitehaven RLFC 34

MAY
Sun 6th May KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions 24 Barrow Raiders 42

Northern Rail Cup

Wed 9th May KO: 20:00, Spotland Stadium
Rochdale Hornets 26 South Wales Scorpions 48
Sun 20th May KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath

South Wales Scorpions 32 Rochdale Hornets 30
Sat 26th May KO: 13:00, Whitebank Stadium
Oldham Roughyeds 30 South Wales Scorpions 35

JUNE

Sun 10th Jun KO: 15:00, Recreation Ground
Whitehaven RLFC 34 South Wales Scorpions 18
Sun 24th Jun KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions 32 London Skolars 36

JuLy

Sun 1st Jul KO: 14:00, The Gnoll, Neath

South Wales Scorpions 30 Doncaster RLFC 44
Sun 15th Jul KO: 13:00, Derwent Park
Workington Town 50 South Wales Scorpions 10
Sun 22nd Jul KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Oldham Roughyeds
Sun 2%9th Jul KO: 15:00, New River Stadium
London Skolars v South Wales Scorpions

AUGUST

Sun 5th Aug KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v N W Crusaders

Sun 12th Aug KO: 15:00, Spotland Stadium
Rochdale Hornets v South Wales Scorpions
Sun 19th Aug KO: 15:00, The Gnoll, Neath
South Wales Scorpions v Gateshead Thunder

SEPTEMBER
Sun 2nd Sep KO: 15:00, Craven Park
Barrow Raiders v South Wales Scorpions

Admission to home games only £12 per adult, £7 for concessions. £3 for juniors aged 12-
16 and free for juniors aged 11 and under. Visit our website for full stats and reports.

2012 CHAMPIONSHIP 1 LEAGUE TABLE

D L DIF B8NS PTS

1 Barrow Raiders 14 12 0 2 489 273 216 2 38
2 Workington Town 13 1 0 2 475 204 271 2 35
3 Doncaster 13 1 0 2 535 274 261 0 33
4 Whitehaven 13 8 0 5 349 318 3 1 25
5 Rochdale Hornets 12 6 0 6 330 291 39 1 19
6 Oldham Roughyeds 13 4 1 8 299 355 -56 S 19
7 North Wales Crusaders 13 5 0 8 346 442 96 3 18
8 London Skolars 12 3 1 8 303 388 -85 3 14
9 South Wales Scorpions 12 3 0 9 257 450 -193 2 1
10 Gateshead Thunder 13 0 0 13 202 590 -388 2 2

WWW.SCORPIONSRL.COM
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NAME

Jamie Acton

Ashley Bateman

Joe Bullock

Joe Burke

Greg Burke

Greg Callow

Liam Carberry

Phil Carleton

1J Collin

Dominic Crosby

Matthew Crow

Andrew Cunningham

Curtis Cunningham

Ryan Curtis

Neil Dallimore

Alun Wyn Davies

Courtney Davies

Geraint Davies

Rhys Davies

Gil Dudson

Dale Evans

Connor Farrer

Lewis Fox

James Gahan

Ben Gilbert

Rhys Godwin

Dalton Grant

James Greenwood

Keiran Harrison

Jason Howells

David James

Kevin James

Karl Jones

Ryan King

Scott Leatherbarrow

Shae Lyon-Fraser

Alistair McDonald

Joe McKenna

Jacob Morgan

Tom Morgan

Nathan Mossop

Jack Murphy

Jamie Murphy

Shaun Owens

Yannic Parker

Steve Parry

Rodney Peake

Rory Pitman

Alan Pope

Paul Prescott

Lewis Reece

Jamie Rooney

Louis Singleton

Tom Spencer

Chris Vitalini

Liam Watton

Loz Wildbore

Callum Wilkinson
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We have 18 player sponsors who have
primarily selected one player to follow.
However if that player is not taking part in
a match, their support will be passed on to
another player. Please listen out for
announcements on matchdays.

Ashleﬁ Bateman
Gareth and Julie Laugharne

Joe Burke
Unite

Phil Carleton
Apollo Scaffolding Neath

Neil Dallimore
Adrian Hawes

Alun Wyn Davies
Auto Electrical Skewen

Geraint Davies
Scorpions Supporters Club

Ben Gilbert b
Sian and Alys Golden

Dalton Grant
Dennis Morgan and Carol Hopkins

David James
Spectre Antiques - a Burvis Adventures Book

Kevin James
Ensinger Precision Engineering

Tom Morgan
Oaktree Construction

Nathan Mossop
Lewis and Vicky

Shaun Owens
9-3 Change Management

Steve Parry
The Goodman Family

Rodney Peake
Tynllidiart Arms, Aberystwyth

Chris Vitalini
Geoffrey Harris and Ozzie

Liam Watton
LBF Dental Laboratory

Loz Wildbore
The Caring Laundry

TICKET HOTLINE 01443 843737

/ eemmmns
» Burke » Burke

Alex Thompson
Bruce Johnson
5 Chris Clarke
» Davies » Davies Chris Murphy
Danny Heaton
Danny Langtree
Danny Whitmore
Dave Ellison
g ‘W!R o N David Cookson
» Gilbert » Grant Graham Holroyd
Jack Reid
Jamie Acton
Jamie Dallimore
Jason Boults
q\ ' John Clough
John Gillam
Liam Gilchrist
Lucas Onyango
Luke Stenchion
Mark Brocklehurst
Mark McCulley
» McDonald » Mossop Matthew FOgaf‘ty
Michael Ward
Miles Greenwood
Neil Rigby
Neil Roden
Paul Ballard
Paul Noone
Paul Smith
Shaun Robinson
Tom Rigby
Valu Bentley

» Pope » Spencer PATHENTT » Wilkinson

Referee: Peter Brooke
Touchjudges: | Curzon, S Johnson

NEXT HOME MATCH: Sunday 5th August v North Feurifical » Hipeyick
Wales Crusaders, Kick-off 3pm, The Gnoll, Neath. Aléin Siriith e

Carnegie
Challenge
Cup

Buy your Wembley tickets now at www. scorplonsrl com and help our club



